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THE ARGUMENT

SCENE: Quarterdeck of H.M.S. Pinafore, off Portsmouth
ACT I—NOON

Ralph, ordinary seaman, loves Josephine, daughter of proud Captain Cor-
coran. Little Buttercup, a buxom peddler-woman, immediately falls in love with
the captain. Class pride stands in the way of the love affairs of both Corcorans.
The captain has arranged a marriage between his daughter and Sir Joseph Por-
ter, who is of the social class, even above the Corcorans.

Act I opens with sailors merrily preparing the ship for Sir Joseph’s inspec-
tion. The happy atmosphere is marred by Little Buttercup’s hints of a dark
secret she is hiding, by grumbling Dick Deadeye, and by the love-lorn plaints of
Ralph and Josephine. Sir Joseph appears with his relatives who always follow
him. He explains how he became Lord of the Admiralty and examines the crew,
encouraging them to feel everyone’s equal — except his. Like the captain, he
demands polite diction among his sailors at all times. .

Josephine finds him insufferable; and, when Ralph again pleads his suit
. and threatens suicide, she agrees to elope. The sailors rejoice at Ralph’s success;
but Dick Deadeye predicts that their hopes will be frustrated.

ACT II — NIGHT

The captain is in despair at the demoralization of his crew and at the cold-
ness of his daughter towards Sir Joseph. Little Buttercup tries to comfort him
and prophesies a change in store. But Sir Joseph appears and wishes to call the
match off because of Josephine’s discouragement of it. The captain, dismayed,
suggests that the difference in social rank deters Josephine and suggests that
Sir Joseph should persuade her that difference in social rank should not be a
deterrent in marriage. This Sir Joseph does; but, in doing so, inadvertently
pleads Ralph’s suit. He thinks Josephine accepts him, whereas she is really re-
affirming her acceptance of Ralph.

Meanwhile, Dick Deadeye has made his way to the captain, and informs
him of the planned elopement of his daughter with Ralph. The captain there-
upon intercepts the elopers; and when he learns that Josephine was actually
running away to marry Ralph, he is so incensed that he curses. Unfortunately,
this slip from the high-thinking captain so horrifies Sir Joseph and his relatives
that Sir Joseph sends the captain to his cabin in disgrace. And when he also
learns that Josephine was eloping, he angrily orders Ralph put in irons.

But now Little Buttercup comes out with her secret; and, with a shocking
confession of her activities in nursing, many, many years ago, happily solves
the difficulties of all.
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