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THE ARGU MENT 

SCENE : Quarterdeck of H.M.S. Pinafore, off Portsmouth 

ACT I-NOON 

Ralph, ordinary seaman, loves Josephine, daughter of proud Captain Cor­
coran. Little Buttercup, a buxom peddler-woman, immediately falls in love with 
the captain . Class pr ide stands in the way of the love affairs of both Corcorans. 
The •captain has arranged a marriage between his daughter and Sir Joseph Por­
t er, who is of the social class., even above the Corcorans. 

Josephine finds him insufferable ; and, when Ralph again pleads his suit 
and threatens suicide, she agrees to elope. The sailors rejoice at Ralph's success; 
out Dick · Deadeye predicts that their hopes will be frustrated. 

ACT II- NIGHT 

The captain is in despair at the demoralization of his crew and at the cold­
ness of his daughter towards Sir Joseph. Little Buttercup tries to comfort him 
and prophesies a change in store. But Sir Joseph appears and wishes to call the 
match off tbecause of Josephine's di scouragement of it. The captain, dismayed, 
suggest s that the difference in social 'i'ajlk deters Josephine and suggests that 
Sir J oseph should persuade her that difference in social rank should not be a 
deterrent in marriage . This Sir Joseph does; but, in doing so, inadvertently 
pleads Ralph's suit. He thinks Josephine accepts him, whereas she is really re­
aflii·ming her acceptance of Ralph. 

Meanwhile, Dick Deadeye has made his way to the captain , and informs 
.him of the planned elopement of his daughter with Ralph. The captain there­
'upon intercepts the elopers; and .when he learns t hat Josephine was actually 
r unning .away to marry Ralph, he is so incensed that he cur ses. Unfortunately, 
.this slip from the high-thinking captain so horrifies Sir Joseph and his relatives 
t1iat Sir Jos.eph sends the captain to liis cabin in disgrace. Ahd when he also 
learns that Josephine was eloping, he angrily orders Ralph put in irons. 

But now Little Buttercup comes out with her secret; and, with a shocking 
confession of her activiti es in nursing, many, many years ago, happily solves 
the difficulties of all. 
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