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20 April 1983

Mr. Arnold R. Kegel

12125 - 29th Ave. S.E.

Everett, Washington
98204

Dear Arnie-

This turned bub to be & huge job - collecting all of the grant numbers
and then going to the files and pulling the covers, copjngtc. The part
thaet has caused me trouble is the fact that you have to clikb & ladder in
order to reach some of the drawers. Because I have had a stroke sometimee
in the past and slightly tipsy, my husband and Dr. have requested that I
stop climbing. Anyway, I finished most of what you wanted.

On the top of the land grant stack you will find a copy of the Partin-
Connelly marriege bond, William Partins will and the Rev.War pay vouchers
svailable for the Connely-Conerly etc. families. From what I have seen, I
would say that Connerly is definitely a diféeemht name! N.C.R. will explein
the holes and the districts etec.

(There is no charge for the above time (Partin & Pay Vouchers))

There was no estate record for Partin.
You will find one or two grants you did not request. Also, there will be
some missing - »g}g‘hcr -the grant # was reassigned or incorrectly indexed.

- Estates :"0raqgg Co. C.R. 929.209

James Partin 1791, Adm. Mary P. and Wm. P. (Poss. parent of Wm. 1800 -
or bro.?)
Leonard 1817 - wife, Anne with Wm. H. Merritt Adm. WNov. 1817 Lagely dec'd.
Merely a quick look for you.

I think that I can get someone else to do the Lenoir Grants and the Wilson
you requested -- hopefully at a lesser rate for you. - Or even better, why
don't you ask her. She wants to start professionally and is perfectly capsable
of doing the grant cork.

Harriette Riggs

5008 Lakemont Dr.

Raleigh, N.C 27609

919-T87-27T0

Dep. $100
Copy fees % postage $7.00
Kathie H. listing 6.00
Copy fee April 21-28 12.80
$85.80
Time $70.00
Postage Approx. 5.00

Bal. ~000-
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WILKES COUNTY MILITIA DISTRICTS, 1786: District No. 1 — Capt. Nathaniel
Gordon; No. 2 — Capt. Hardin (this was taken into Surry in 1792); No. 3 — Capt.
Vannoy; No. 4 — Capt. Nall; No. 5 — Capt. Carrel; No. 6 — Capt. Judd; No. 7 —
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Capt. Brown (later Cleveland); No. 11 — Capt. Isbell; No. 12 — Capt. Ferguson;

No. 13 was established in 1789 and was Capt. Bunyard’s District; No. 14 was
established 1790 and was Capt. Forester’s District.
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Done by a scale of 400 chains or 5 miles to the inch. The above is a combination of
two plats, showing the boundaries of WILKES COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA in
the year 1795. All that plat of land northwest of the BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS
represents 472,737 acres of land, was surveyed 6 day July, 1795 by H. Rousseau,
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19 April, 1983 ~-—— Brrrrrrrrr in N.C. Snow yesterdag and freezing tonight
Dear Arnie-

Please write to:

The Primitive Baptist Library
Route 2
Elon College, N.C. 27244

and ask them to send you a letter approving the copying of the microfilm
at the N.C, Archives on the Little River Baptist Church.---—-end/or asking
if they have the film and if it can be copied.there.

Also write to the authors of the Wilkes Co. History and ask them where the -
source of the maps used in the book are located. It is not in any collection
the search room desk or I have been able to locate. The earliest map of Wilkes
_is one for school districts in 1868. No streams etc.

The Wilkes History is in the State Lib. being processed. They let me look at
and copy the maps and then whisked it away again. It will show in the
Gene. room in about a month or wwo.

1 didn%t finish my note about the church -- I have to have the lettdr from
them to you in order to order the copy.

Ordered and paid for the county records book (#ndex) and you should receive
it within a week or so.....Soon I hope.

Went back over the Orange and Guilford Co. material this morning. Guess I
have to have a humbling expierence every year or so. I havn't figured out
what I did before that I thought I was in the deeds. Probably the incorrect
counties, Anyway, I did find the deeds listed and am so grateful you knew of
them.

Also rechecked the microfilm for Connely (seven spellings this time) and called
for original documents under Estates and Wills., At times I wish I dared to
suggest that the desk staff be sent to school to learn about spelling of names.
(That was totally unfair. They are all very intelligent young people and do try.)

As for a surname index...The closest we might come is the "Ancestor Index
published by the Gene. Society. It shows the death of James Wesley Conley in
1892 (also birth there in 1828 ) and the death of Hugh in 1875. Hugh was
apparently born in N.C. in 1792. The othér Conley listed is Daniel b. 1771 N.C.
and died 1854 in Tenn.

Dr. Mitchell has started conpiling'a~statewiﬂevwﬁllsi§dex. I suspect that it will
take a good five to ten years to complete. Hope I am in error on that!

The other records we tend to use for an index are the census indices. They are
about the best helpers we have here. The records of this archives are so vast
as to be overwhelming. Someone recently suggested that the archives hurry up
and put the records on a computer. This type project would take a good many
people several lifetimes. Someday they will get started, but, not during
economic times such as we have been having the past several years. The state of
N.C. believes in paying its way as it goes and no money means no increase in
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salaries or budgets for the department. The collection keeps growing and the
staff and bulldings remain the same. (Sounds a little like a household budget).

When you receive your "Guide to Research Materials in the North Caroline

State Archives, Section B:County Records"” please note that the records on
microfilm may have different dates and different collections from those listed
under the "Original Documents”. The film is from the county and the original
documents are filed here in the archives.

The film and original documents for the "Wills" have to be both checked in doing

a compdeee search as there are occasionally a few odd ones in the county which
we don't have ete.

Tomorrow I expect to go to the Land Crant office and work on your requests.
(Baring ice and snow, of course!!!l!!).

You ask about the Va.-N.C. boundry surveys etc. I have one call slip filled out
for something on "county boundry lines"” in 1841-1853 that I am going to look into
when next T am at the archives. Not really that hopeful about that late document.
The line between Va. and N.C. is interesting. The people didn't even know for

a good many years exactly which state they lived in. I have found a good many
Va, families who listed their birth place as N.C, in the 1850, and with further
searching have found that they were in Va ...

Also, be aware that much property was granted by Va. that whould have been N.C.
and vice versa...A real fun thing. We have the same situation on the Va. line
in the eastern counties in earlier times. Also S.C. and N.C. have records in
their materials showing that they didn't really know where the lines were. By
1830-40 the surveys started becoming much more accurate, #*¥%

We have some entry books here at the archives. Not all, but at least some.
You will see them listed under "Land" in the "Section B-County" book.

The "Book #" refers to the book in the land grant office where the same wording

will be found as you will find in the survay. The entry is given a reg. no.
and is found on page --.

Oh yes, when there emtries, they are not usually in books, but, appear in file
folders, usually by year for a county and have bo be gone through sheet by sheet.
It can be done, but, again, takes time.

*%*There is one section of N,C.-S5.C. line that has only in the past several years
been finally deecided...Rediculous, but, true.

Work to do and flowers to go out and cover-—AGAIN,
Sincerely,

bie
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8 April, 1983
Dear Arnold-

I started this at Atlantic Beach lsat weekend, but, after looking over my
handwriting decided that I had better wait to mail until I was home and
able to type (more or less).

These maps are the ones in the map file at the Archives - So -- picked them
up at the Transportation Dept. for you. ($.25 ea.) Realize this isn't
quite what you had in mind, but, it is what is available to me.

Kathy Heisley checked into the land grants for your list and the enclosed
sheets give you some idea of the number that would have to be checked

for the correct waterways --Look this over & let me know if you want me to
go through them all reading for the waterways ete. It can certainly be
done ~ but, will take a great deal of time. Will get back on this as soon
as I hear from you, (I do not have copies of these two sheets).

. Have checked the list below - without a single Connely showing up in the
recoxrdsi!!!

Guilford Archives Will Index

Orange e -

Grimes N.C. Will Absts.

N.C. State Library Gene. Room published material & vertical files

Guilford Co. Deed Grantee & Grantor Indixes

or‘ng. co e " " ” ”

There is a "Little River Bapt. Church" book - Sparta, Alleg. Co. 180%-1971
(Search Room Microfilm # R 004 01002) Register. The years are not the same
as those you mmntioned and it is a Register instead of being listed as a
Minute Book. I am still worrying about this. Where did you f£ind your
information? :

This material is difficult reading - do you want me to do it? You can get
a copy of the film for about $15. I will keep looking & in the meantime
let me know if you want it read - or a film copy--~-etc. whatever.

Alleghany Co. was formed from Ashe Co. (And I should have picked up a
county map for that one also-sorry.)

My new Personal Typewriter (IBM) has arrived so that now when I go away
we can carry that with us. Seems to me that it would be easier to simply
say "IBM Portable". Guess that is an old fashioned phrase.

Was it "N.C, Research"” I suggested or was it the N.C. County Records?
The Co. Records I can get here for $8. No problem. The other has to
be ordered from Reprint Pub. - see NCGS flier enclosed.

And wasn't basketball wonderful for N.C. this year....ceesees
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THE CONNELY FAMILIES OF ROARING RIVER

The Connely or Conley of the Roaring River basin of Wilkes County, North Carolina
during 1795 to 1825 period were primarily descendents of Captain Henry and Ann

(MacGregor) Connely or Little River.

Three of Captain Henry's sons had married daughters of Thomas and Mary (Caudill)

JOINES of this area.

Edmund, born 2 June 1775, married Lydia JOYNES in the Tater 1790's and was enumer-
ated on the 1800 census of Wilkes County. In 1801, he was on the work crew to
establish the E1k Spur Road from Traphill. 1In 1802 he worked on the Roaring River

road system.

Thomas, born 25 January 1777, married Susan JOYNES and was enumerated on the 1800
census of Ashe County, but by 1802 was known to have lands on Roaring River and
where he worked on a road crew with his father, Captain Henry, to establish the

South Roaring River Road.

John, born 8 August 1785, married Leah JOYNES in about 1806. He liver with his
father, Captain Henry, in 1800 on the Little River (Ashe) and had left the area

before the 1810 census was taken.

David H., born 24 June 1781, another of Captain Henry's sons, was with him when

the Captain himself and Ann moved to the Tarkill branch of Roaring River adjoining
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George Wheatly. David was a witness to several of his father's land purchases.

He married a Jane (unknown) who may have been from one of the families in the area.

Around 1807, Captain Henry and son, Thomas, sold their Roaring River lands and
moved north to the newly opened lands along the Big Sandy River in Floyd County,
Kentucky. Brother Edmund acted under Thomas' power-of-attorney in the transactions.

Both Captain Henry and son Thomas were enumerated in 1810 Kentucky census.

Edmund and David H. remained in Wilkes for a time, eventually joining Captain Henry.
Enroute, David H. purchased land and resided for a time around 1812 in Russell

County, Virginia before joining the family in Kentucky.

Elijah, son of John and Sarah Connely moved from Little River about 1811 to the
Dehart's Branch of Cane Creek tributary to the North Fork of the Roaring River.

He had married Jane (maiden name unknown) who could have been from this area.

Elijah was enumerated on the 1820 census of Wilkes County, North Carolina. In

about 1822 he moved north to join his widowed mother, Sarah, and brothers Josiah,
John Jr., and Joel, who had left Little River to settle in Lawrence (Orange) County,
Indiana about 1814. It is probable that Elijah traveled with his brother, William,
a Little River landowner and judge in Ashe County, as they both relocated to

Indiana about the same time.

A point of interest is that there was a William Conley who was enumerated on the
1810, 1820 and 1830 census of Wilkes County in the southwestern portion. It is

thought that he was a member of the Connelly family of Burke County, North Carolina.

Sources: Wilkes & Ashe County Records, Pioneer Families of Eastern Kentucky,
U. S. Census Lists, Michael Nestor of Lexington, Kentucky.

Submitted by: Arnold R. Kegel
12125 - 29th Avenue S.E.

Everett, WA 98204
ARK:Te



John and Sarah (Willson) CONNELY

Not much is known about the John Connely (Conley) who came to the Little River
area with Captain Henry Connely in the 1784 era. Records show that he and wife
Sarah (Willson) with their children acquired considerable lands around Maid's
Knob, Nathan's Ridge, Hammon's Mill Creek and along the Brushy and Crab Creek
drainages. Their close neighbors included William Hardin, Joseph and Samuel and
Thomas Indicott, Meridith Ballew, James and Elizabeth Hammon, Fletcher, Nathan
Cole, John and George Adams, Adam and Peter Sebott, Jacob Willson (perhaps a rela-
tion of wife Sarah), William Remy, Richard Williams esq., Moses and Charles Tolli-
ver, David Edwards, John Parker, Reuben Waller, James Cox, John and Elias Williams,
Peter Wiant, Jesse Kirbey, James Flecher, Abraham Michell, along with the various
Connely families, and others.

The 1787 census listed one (1) male 21 to 60 years, four (4) males under 21 or
over 60 years, and six (6) females, all ages, in the household of John "Conley".

John was born 28 June 1744, Sarah on 16 April 1746. They were married about 1766
and had several known children, including:

William, born 22 July 1768 in North Carolina (perhaps Rowan or Orange County)
married about 1798 Nancy Ann born 1778.

John Jr., born 30 August 1776 in North Carolina (perhaps Guilford or Orange)
married first about 1800, Catherine Miller born 15 October 1782 and died 5 Aug 1845.

Elijah of which Tittle is known, who died in 1831.

Josiah, born 21 August 1783 in Virginia (perhaps Montgomery or Washington County)
married first 13 April 1803 Mary Elizabeth Miller, born 9 January 1789, died 12
January 1813, and second, 29 April 1813, Sarah Elizabeth Terrell.
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Joel, born 10 March 1788 in North Carolina (Crab Creek in old Wilkes County)
married on 20 March 1806 Effie Pennington.

There were several daughters of which 1ittle is known. It is possible that one
was Sarah, others could include: Elizabeth Hardin, born about 1778; Effie, born
1775, wife of John Collins; and Nancy, born 1780, wife of Bennett Rector.

On 19 February 1796, John Conley was named co-executor along with David Edwards
by Peter Wiant in his last will and testament, prepared by Jurit, Richard Williams.
John's son, William, was a witness.

It was but a short time, in late 1798 or early 1799, that John died. The record
in the family Bible of his son Josiah lists the date as 24 July 1798. No will
has been recorded or found. However, the County Court of old Wilkes, at its
General Meeting in February 1799, appointed John's widow, Sarah, and son, William,
as co-administrators to inventory the estate. Richard Williams esq. and Moses
Tolliver were bound in the sum of 250 pounds for security.

At the same meeting, the Court saw fit to appoint a board consisting of Richard
Williams esq., David Edwards, Charles Tolliver and Meredith Balow to "lay off to
widow Sarah Connely such provisions as may be thought necessary for twelve (12)
month's support".

An Inventory of John Connely's estate was presented to the Court at the July 1799
session and filed in Book No. One (1) of Wills on page 521 and lists as follows:

"3 head of horses, 24 head of cattle, 57 head of sheep, 34 head of hogs, 4 beds,
19 pewter plates, 6 pewter basins, 4 pewter dishes, 45 vessels of earthenware of
divers(e) sizes, 9 iron vessels, pots, ovens and kittle, 1 brass kittle, 1 frying
pan, 2 chests, 2 flax wheels, 1 cotton wheel, 1 trunk, 2 shovels, 5 bottlzs, 2
pair of hames and traces of iron, 1 log chain, 1 iron potrack, 2 pair of pot hooks,
2 flat irons, 19 wooden vessels, 3 pair of bedsteads and cords, 4 plows, 2 axes,

2 sets of knives and forks, 15 spoons, 2 saddles, 3 pair of cords, 9 chairs, 1

hand saw, 1 broad ax, 3 augers, 3 chisels, 1 gouge, 2 drawing knives, 1 Toomb,



6 slays (sleighs), 6 pair of harness, 8 books, 2 stirrup irons, 5 bells, 1 set of
dog irons, 3 hahmers, 1 howell (a Cooper's convex plane), 1 side of leather, 4
bushels of salt, 4 hoes, 1 mattock, 1 iron-tooth harrow, 1 cutting knife, 2 sythes,
500 nails, 6 tins, 2 clevises, 3 bridles, geese and ducks not known, 2 churns,
2 guns; 1 adze, 1 half bushel measure, 360 weight of bacon, 15 barrels of corn, 1
nursery of apple trees of about 50 with some other small ones, 1 hone, 3 barrels of
rye, 50 dollars cash.

Debtors listed include John Parker, 41-2/4 (forty-one pounds, two shillings and
. four pence). Elizabeth Hardin, 36-2/4, Reuben Waller 1-1/4, and James Cox, 0-2/4.

On 5 November 1799, the "Appraisement of John Connely's Estate" was returned by
William Connely amounting to three hundred and eighty pounds, eight shillings and
three pence.

This was a sizable estate for the day and does not consider the land holdings.

Eventually the items passed on to family and friends and the land to son William
who became a sizable landholder in the Crab Creek area. Much of the Connely lands
were later acquired by the Possomore, Johnson and Higgins' families.

John's gravesite has not been located but is most 1likely at the Crab Creek home-
place or perhaps the early Litt]é River Baptist churchyard where Rev. Charles

Pennington was pastor.

Sources: North Carolina Archives, Wilkes County Records Will Book No. 1,
pages 521 and 534.

Submitted by:

Carol Hewerdine Anita Wallace Arnold R. Kegel
1215 West Church 1814 West Latimer 12125 - 29th Avenue S.E.
Champaign, IL 61821 Tulsa, OK 74127 Everett, WA 98204
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THE CONNELY FAMILIES OF LITTLE RIVER

John and Henry Connely were among the early settlers who pioneered homesteads in
the northeastern corner of original Wilkes (Ashe in 1800, now Alleghany since

1859) County. The exact relationship of these men has not been established.

They first located in about 1784 upon the drainages of the Little River Branch of
the New River, where they began to improve and acquire considerable lands on and
about Maid's (Mades) Knob in the area presently known as Glade Creek. The primary
settlement was along the Crab Creek tributaries with some of the land draining to
the Brushy Creek Fork. The holdings eventually reached north across the Glady Fork
of Crab Creek to the Virginia/North Carolina state line, east to Carico and west to

Moccasin Creek.

John and Henry's families are shown in the 1787 North Carolina State Census as
"CONLEY" on the lists of Jesse Franklin taken for Captain William Hardin's Little

River Taxing District.

John was born 28 June 1744. Family tradition says the place was Ireland although
it is quite possible it was in America, perhaps in Pennsylvania. He died at his
Crab Creek home in northeastern Wilkes County prior to January 1799 when his wife,
Sarah, was given an allowance by the Ashe County Court and she and son, William,

were appointed executors of the estate.
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John's wife, Sarah (Wilson) Connely, was born 16 April 1746 (place unknown) and
died 12 July 1824 in Lawrence County, Indiana. She is buried in the Connelly
Cemetery at Spice Valley. It js probable that they caﬁe directly to the Little
River from Virginia where their son, Josiah, was born in August 1783. While it is
thought that the area was Montgomery County, it could have been Washington County

where a John Conley was listed on the 1782 tax rolls.

John and Sarah had at least ten children including sons William (b. 22 July 1768 -

d. 16 December 1842), Elijah (d. 1831), John (b. 30 August 1776 - d. 31 January 1853),
Josiah (b. 21 August 1783 - d. 20 February 1870), Joel (b. 10 March 1788 - d. 8

June 1806) and possible daughters (unconfirmed): Sarah, Effie (1775 - ca 1829),
Elizabeth (1778 - 1828) and Nancy (1780 - 1819).

Henry was born 2 May 1752 in Chester County, Pennsylvania and died 7 May 1840 in
Johnson County, Kentucky. Henry's first wife, Ann MacGregor, was born 14 Febru-
ary 1756 and died 1830 in Floyd County, Kentucky. They came to this area from
Montgomery County, Virginia, the home of his relatives, via Guilford/Orange County,
North Carolina, the home of his parents, Thomas and Mary (Van Harlingen) Connely

who had moved to that area from Pennsylvania prior to 1776.

Henry and Ann had ten children: Edmund (b. 2 June 1776 - d. 1865), Thomas (25 Janu-
ary 1777 - d. 1840), Peggy (b. 8 August 1779 - Unknown), David H. (b. 24 June 1781 -
Unknown), Rachel (b. 8 April 1783 - d. 7 June 1855), John (b. 8 August 17385 - d.

1860), Henry (b. 1 December 1787 - d. 8 September 1859), Elizabeth (b. 8 April 1789
- d. 1851), William (b. 8 July 1791 - d. a 1820), Joseph (b. 8 July 1795 - d. 1860).
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Following Ann's death, Captain Henry married second in

Kentucky. No children were born to this union.

This Henry was Captain Henry Connely, the officer appointed by Governor Burke of
North Carolina to lTead a special Cavalry unit in the War of Independence. His
Excellency had éssigned Captain Henry and his dragoons the task of suppressing the
covert activities of the notorious Colonel David Fanning, leader of the Tory
uprisings in western North Carolina. He was in many skirmishes and participated in
the main battles of Haw Fields, Colson Mills, and Guilford Court House. He was
disabled by illness at the time his unit was engaged in the "Ninety-Six" campaign.
Captain Henry's Pension Application was filed in 1831 from Floyd County, Kentucky
and is very detailed and interesting. Henry mentions visiting his "relatives in

Montgomery County, Virginia" and raising a militia unit at the same place.

David Connely joined John and Henry shortly after the 1787 census was taken. He
was Born before 1765. It is thought he came from Montgomery or Botetourt County.
David paid land taxes until 1790 and Teft the area and rejoined Henry by 1810 in
Floyd County, Kentucky.

Besides John, Henry and David, there was a Thomas Connely and a James Connely who
paid taxes in 1782 in Montgomery County, Virginia. Thomas' estate was appraised

in August 1793. The relationship of these men has not been fully determined, but
it is probable they are brothers or close cousins. Judging by the name patterns,

there should also be a related William in this age group.

In 1800, the Little River area was incorporated into the newly formed Ashe County.
The census of that year listed the Conley families of Sarah (John's widow) and

their sons, William and John Jr., together with Captain Henry and his son, Thomas.
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By 1802 Captain Henry and his sons' families had moved to the Roaring River basin

while John's widow and sons' families remained in Ashe Cbunty.

Sources: Ashe & Wilkes County Courthouse Records, North Carolina Land Grants,
U.S. Census Lists, U.S. National Archives, Family Records.

Submitted by: Arnold R. Kegel
12125 - 29th Avenue S.E.
Everett, WA 98204

ARK:Te
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9 February 1983

Mr. Armold R. Kegel
12125 - 29th 8ve. SE
Everett, Wa., 98204

Dear Arnold,

I do hope that you havn't given up hope of ever hearing from me lgain.l w:f
had to do the usual Xmas and New Years holddays, I had‘:: gi;:d :hzozzc;ives
ing our first grandc N
days at the hospital holding and admir e s T
; for three days for inventory, and EAC an ve
:::1:;02:: month of January. Hopefully that i{s all behind us and we will not
ever again be ill. We do not do it gracefully.

Haze worked out the time I owed you - and havn't bggug to get into the 1ist
that you had given me for grants, AT

Did call for paphr¥iddsthed Estates in Gadlford, Ashe, & Wilkes Cos. The omly
: thing to show up is the paper you have. Also checked the cross index for these
three counties for Connely and again nothing. From this I will suggest that
whatever you do find will be in the deeds and or land grants.

So happy to have a client who can see important items such as you found in
the grants. Most of our people refuse to find anything in them other than the
fact that he acquired land. By "No Genie'" material I was refering to the fact
that there was nothing referring to "next to father" or "adjacent to brother"
and that sort of thing that people would understand. Wish yvou were closed so
that you could plot out the metes and bounds when we need it done. I guess I
will never be terribly secure about doing it properly.

The C.C. you asked about is Chain Carrier. Also C.B. is Chain Bearer. These men

are often teenagers living in the household or immediate neighborhood. If they

are listed as Certified C.C. or C.B. we have been taught that they are definately

mature men.

In copying the Grants, I did the backs of some. All that were of unusual interest

and some of the ordinary ones. Depended upon the room I had on the sheets.

You will find the backs on the same side of the pagethhethe front- or should I
say end?

On the two sheets of grants are scribbled the ones available for Hammon-s,
Higgins, & Charles Toliver. At thdt point she was trying to clear the room
so that she could go home.

FEE: Deposit of Nov. 18 for one day -~ Worked one day.

Coples: 6.80 at 10¢ each. (You may count them if you wish - I don't

care to - )
TOTAL DUE: $6.80 plus any postage on pkg. of grants.

Sincerely,

Betty J. Camin
3123 Childers St.
Raleigh, N.C. 27612
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