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lJ!lother Of Methodism In Cotnmunitu 

Organh.ed in 1857, Salem Methodist Church dedicated the building above on Juue 29, 1924. Erect­
ed in 1923-24, the building was given by Mrs. Susan Jackson Smith, wife of Zacha1·y Taylor Smith 
of Mount Airy and mother of Mrs. R. J. Rey~olds of Winston-Salem. The church was furnished 
by the congregation at a coat of $5,000. 
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miles north of Mount Airy, will were always found at the front 
er celebrate its centennial during as our nation progressed. They 

the week of July 28-August 4. bec'ame great by becoming serv­
on All the living former pastors, ants, and rich because they gave 
as except Rev. M. W. Heckard and all to the greatest cause known 
ed Rev. Edgar H. Nease, plan to re- to man-leading ones neighbor 
~r- turn to the church for the lOOth to kno\v God. 
~al anniversary. They were always found with 
rs; Rev. A. W. Lynch, the present Bible and hymn book in hand go­
.n- pastor, was appointed in October, ing about preaching and bapti­
~s; 1955. · zing in the namt of God the Fath­
n- During these two years the par- er, God the Son, and God the 

sonage has been enlarged, the Holy Spirit. · 
·e- road between the church and par- Just when one of these great 
or sonage has been hard surfaced messengers, or "Circuit Riders" 1' 
0, and modern rest rooms ·are now as they are called, came to thls 1 t 
's being constructed at the rear o:l community is not known exactly. -i· 

~s the church. The Salem Church has 1 It is believed that a Methodist 
become m~re secu_lely. establi~h.ed I preacher,, Isaac Rollens, pr.eache.d I 

f as a growmg stahon m the Wm- and taugnt along the Yadkm Val-
l stan-Salem District. ley in 1776. 
t A history of the church is In 1800 camp meeting became 

given in the following article. very popular in this section. Pea-
BY. REV. A. W. LYNCH ple for miles around came to-

In a world of selfishness, hurry, gether at a place suitable for the 
war, and rumors of war, it is aj purpose. }J.. large tent made of 
re.·lief to tu. rn our thoughts, to .canvas was. used for the house of 
the past and to days of construe- (Contmued on page 4) 
bon rather than to destruction. _· ---------------

We like to remember those men 
who made scientific discoveriPs; 
those men who invented the great r 
machinery of ·the modern age; ~ 
and those statesmen who have led ~ 
us politically,· socially, and eco-
nomically. · 

Here, however, it is our joy 
, and honor to pay a special tri-
a bute to those pioneers of the 

church--those who have led reli-
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God. For several weeks these 
m~etin.g~ continued .. ·Where a WOn-j 
derful fellowship was enjoyed by 
all as . they eng, prayed and , 
preached together. ·One of the 
first of such meetings in this 
section was held in Toast, just 
"'e!t ~f· Mount Aicy, Jt was held 
ther~ several .. years . then moved 
to a loca,tion , at .: Oak Grove, just 
~Quth east of Mount Airy. From 
there the . ,location was moved . to 
S~lem area in 1850. 'The old camp 
ground is · just across the road 
from the present church .and to 
the north in front of the ceme· 
tery. Great success was enjoyed 
and much interest was shown in 
the meetings. The people became 
aware of the need of a perma­
nent hou·se of God in the com­
munity. When the camp meetings 
closed there was a vacant spot 
in the lives of the people of this 
area. This need the citizens fill­
ed by a church. 

Seeing this need and desiring to 
do his part . in: giving shape and 
form to dreams, John R. Patter­
son on May 6, 1857 deeded to the 
trustees: Murlin Sparger, Jess 
Roberts, Henry Sparger, Thomas 
Ivery and Rufus Roberts; proper­
ty on whieb . w~- to be erected 
a building i!tST ·· ffie advancement 
of GC)d's eautse iD the Salem com-
munitY. · 

Soon lumber was sawed, shing­
led rived and ·work was begun. 
All the labor was donated by in­
terested persons, . and within two 
yearS Salem community's first 
church was erected-Salem Meth­
odis . Church, ,South. 

In this new church, a wood ~ 
structure, preaching services were 
held and a church school was 
organiz~d. Murlin Sparger was its Cl 

first superintendent. · Sin~e that in 
time its · superintendents have Tt 
been : John · Satterfield, L. W. se' 
Ashby, Andrew JackS<>n Satter- ma 
field, Saint Patterson, W. L. at 
Gwyn, W. T, (Willie). Parker, E. 
L. Brown, Kyle N. Smith, Elmer 
C. Wagoner and at present, Tom­
mie Nixon. 

Salem Church has been ·served 
and guided by ina:n:y 

son, ·Rev. N. E. Cot~rat:ne, 
J. ·Wilson, Rev. Chas. P. Snow, 
Rev. Sarnmuel P~ Douglas, Rev. 
T. W. ' S. Parker. (Brother to J. 
M. Parker) and· Rev. Hardin L. 
Atkins. . · . 

.In f894 during · the pastorate 
·of Rev. J. M. Rice the first W o­
man's Mission&J:",J Society wa's 
'\Y&S organized at Salem church. 
Mrs. Frank Brown was elected 
president, Mrs. S~tah . E. Gwyn, 
vice-president and Mrs: J ~ D. Sat­
terfield, secretary and tre~urer. 
Other members were J. D. Sat­
terfield, w. · L. Gwyn, N. W. 
Brown, R. S. Satterfield, C. F. 
Calfee atid. 'leV. J. M. Rice. In 
the years folklwing the cause · of 
Christ -and his church was kept 
ali-ve &nd .burning . in . the hearts 
of the people by Rev. J. P. Lan­
ni~g, Rev. J. P. Rogers, Rev. B. 
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Ne: :f. Carpenter; Rev. V. L. Marsh, 

Rev. W. L. Hutchen,s, Rev. R. L. 
Fruit (Married Alice Gwyn), Rev. sta 
D. C. Ballard, Rev. z: E. Barn- no 
ha.rdt, Rev. J. W. Kennedy, Rev. re 
J .. D. Gibson,_ Rev. B. M . . Jackson, hE 
Rev. C. R. Allison~ Rev. J . M. e( 
F'olger, Rev. J. W. Bennett, Rev. t} 
Tom P. Jimmerson and ~v. G. 
W. Williams. 
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