HO'" CUiE SULKY COUNTY AND HO '™ HIT GOT ~LONG

By Herself ‘ho ".ar Borned and Raised Thar

To the reader—————-

This short history is fur then that can't understand Jesse Hollingsworth's
"History of Surry County" - you orobably can't git a-holt of one of them nohow -
and lir. and idz Frank Carter's "Footprints in the Hollows". Hit is also fur
thenm that don't read nuch and they is a heap of then.

Now enybody raisec in Surry County can understand ever word of this story.
furriners, they might have a mite of trouble. But all they got to do is ax and

we should be proud to oblige. If we can't we orto be ashamec of ourselves having

heared this kind of talk all our lives,
By Herself



" _How Come Surry. County_and: How Hit _Got_s.long
By Herself''“ho “‘ar Borned and Raised Thar

In 1663 the King of England, Charles II, give to eight of his friends who
holp him git his job back as the king of the 0l¢ Countrv acrost the Big ater
(atter his father, Charles I, cot hisself executed) some land in this new world.
These friends was called the Lord Proprietors. These friends named this here new
land Carolina after the King.

Surry County was in the northwestern part of Carolina and it was give to
one of then Proprietors named the Barl of Granville whose younguns and grand young-
uns holt on to it until we tuk hit back from them in our Hevolutionary 'ar--about
1778 when we done that.

A1l kinds of tales come out as to how Surry County got hits name, but the
truth is that nobody versactly knows. Some says hit was called atter one of these
here Brit dsh lords, the Barl of Surry; others claims hit was named atter a place
named Surry in the Cld Country wh'r Lord Trycn come from. Take your pick.

Surry County first tuk 1{;{%&% of Stokes, some of Forsyth, Yadkin, Surry
County and a 1ittle bit of Ashe and Allegheny. Folks first aimed to start a count
in 1770 but they didn't git hit done until 1771. The first county seet was on
Gideon 'right's place down on the Yadkin Hiver in forsyth. Then him and some of
his friends fell out and in three yesrs they tuk the county seat to lartin arn _
strpmgs's place near thar. They called it Little Hichmond. That place was so
rough that people allers used to sy that if anybody wanted to go to hell they
needn't zo no further than to wichmond., inyway, a cyclone come 'nd blowed hit
off the face of the earth. o tellin whar it is now.

Then 3tokes and forsyth, they broke off from Surry. This war in 17¢9. That
left Surry anc Yadkin. (The other little counties whagugad just a little piece cf
went off little by little.) l.e built us a ecounty seat down at nockford on the
Tadkin gsiver right s uare in the rdiddle of the county. The first courthouse, lik
a regular building, was on richard Horn's place down on the Yadkin diver. He -

later on sold the place to ‘illiam Polk bLobsen. It is new knowed as Uobson Hill,
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low, lwr. Dobson he war a clever man and he had a first cousin named Jomes K. Polk
that kilt a deer in " illiam's front yard. Somebody has still got the antlers.
Anyway, the first cousin, James K., Polk, he was so clever that he got to be presi-
dent of the United States. 3o did ‘ndrew Jackson who was zive his law license dowr:
at Iittle Rickmond. Andrew, he come up to Rockford when they had court. They said
that he was kindly rough. Aaron Burr, another of these here lawyers, 'pears to’
have stopped at nockford too. oSome says that andrew Johnson passed thab too.

Thar at rockford the county seat stayed until Yadkin broke off in 1€50 and
left Surry all to hitself. Rockford was 'way out in the country a fur piece from
everthing so people allowed they'd build a new county seat whar people could git
to hit better. 30 they picked a place right in the middle of the county right
whar four roads come together, built a big red brick courthouse thar, and named the
place Uobson atter the .illiam P. Dobson what I done tole you about. Thar the
county seat is now excert that they built a new courthouse in 1916, In that court-
house 1s all the records from 1770 on--1770 is when we was first knowed as a
county. All the lawyer fellers look up records thar and the courthouse folks
would be mighty proud to see you if you was a mind to look up anything.

This is how Jurry County got started. I will tell you now some of the other
things like whar the people come from, ~bout their schools, their churches, and
sich like.

rost of our early settlers come from Furginny. It war too fur a vniece from
the eastern part of the state for our people to come from. The Furginny folk
theirselves come from the Old Countries, that is Ingland, 3cotland, or Ireland.
and we tuk atter them people, That is why nost of us had, and still have, blue
eyes and light hair. Not many furriners frow other states uster come to this
county.

‘e didn't take to book larnin much. 'e was too busy scratching fur a living
to mind about going to schools. Ir. Jesse Franklin--he war governor in 1£20 and
1821-~favored the st:te paving for public education for everbody, but he didn't

git nowhere much with hit.
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Of course some of the quality foiks went to school but they had to pay forhic
theirselves. Nr. kichard Gwyn of Elkin, he built a schoolhouse right in his back
yard. Although hit was his'n he let all his neighbors what wanted to come, to
come to his school. And- sence thar was nary a church thar neither he let anybcdy
who was a mind to to use it for preaching.

48 T said, most people in the old times didn'‘t go to no school. Them that
did went to schools that they paicd for theirselves., They was called subscription
schools. They was mostly for boys--the- girls had enough to do around home. In
181€ a school was supposed to have been about whar Reckford Street 3chool in lL.ount
Airy is; another was at Old Hollow near lount airy. They was said to have been
schools at Rockford, at Siloam, at ".estfield, and pnrobably at other places I don't
know about. ( .is I done tole you people from 3urry County warn't much of a hand
at keeping records; even now it is hard to get folks to tell you what they know.)

Of course thar was a fine school at Jonesville, begun in 1818, that most of
the Elkin folk who could pay the price and could git thar went to.

Then a f w got to go to coliege like 5Salem College and the University of
North Carolina. And before the Civil "ar them that wanted to be a2 lawyer could
g0 to nichmond Pearson's Law School just acrost the Yadkin .iver from "illiam P.
Lobson's place near aockford.

The Civil ar put what schools they was out of business, but atter the "‘ar
some of them started up again. ldss Lizzie Cilmer, she started a school for girls
in lhount Airy in 1860. In 1€97 hit was still a-going. [iss Belle Craves, she had
a girl's school thar too.. ldss l.ettas [folger, she had a school in &lkin and lL.iss
Lucy C Journey she had one in Uobson., 20 some =irls got a chanct, now many though.

~tter the .ar academies sprung up over the counties. Thar war one at l.ount
Airy, one at Tlkin, one at .estfield, one at Siloam, and one at filot l.ountain,
They right have been some others. They was mostly male academies. Then in 1899
the town of iount Airy voted a school tax on theirselves and started the first
gradedschool in lLount airy. Then other pdaees tuk it up. 5o now everbody gits

an education whether they want one or not.
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Some of us thought a heap about going to Heaven and some didn't. The .uakers,
or Friends, was the first church neople to come to Surry County what got > church
started. The come in as missionaries from New Garden, near Greensboro, to ' est-
field, around 1772, but they kep pretty nuch to theirselves. They was good people.
Some had slaves what they freed because they allowed as to how it warn't right to
keep another feller in bondage.

Then the Baptists, they come in around 1790, or maybe a little before. They
built themn a heap of churches which still stand just about like they was built.
Some of these churches still have 2ll day preachings and dinners on the grounds,
and foot washings just like they done in the old days.

The liethodists, they come in around 100 or thereabouts. The lLethodists and
Baptists they didn't &eem to have no time for much except to run each other down.
The lethodists, they called the Baptists ".inabaptists" because they didn't believe
in baptising babies like they done. The Beptists tley did not believe in sprink-
ling like the lethodists done. But they both liked to shout in church when they
felt the 3Spirit move them, and say "imen" when a clever preacher said something
right. They loved to go to camp meetings in Lugust so that their younuns could
get acquainted--they was a lot of sparkin' goin on between the boys and girls.
Then the nen they liked to talk over crops .nd walking the Streets of Gold, and the
wemen folks they liked to t-1lk women ts=lk. (The i.ethodists and Baptists they has
since pgot above their raisins. The Baptists tley have musical instruments in their
churches now ~nd play theater nusic, and the l.ethodists they even dress u» little
) boys in long dresses and light candles even if thev is electricity thar.)

The horavians, they used to think we was kindly rough up here. But they
didn't think they was too good to get whetrocks frow Pilot l.ountain. Before the

wuakers or the l.ethodists or the Bgptists ever come up here the ioravians done some
preaching up in thkese parts. But they didn't start no churches until a long, long
time after. DBut the lioravians, they wrs good folk. They let us settlers from up

here get into their fort at Bethabara during the trouble with the Indians when the

Cherokees was a-bothering us. They wrote all this down in their books and that is



5 =
about the only way we knowed wh t was a-foing on then or even that they w's many
people living up in Surry at that time.

It was not until around 1858 that the ‘resbyterians got started. They done
all right so the fpiscopalians, and other church peonle come in. Now we got just
about everthing.

‘e early settlers used to have some right smart good times. True, we had to
work hard. ‘. had to raise our own vittles. 'e planted corn and made good corn
pone on the hearth. ' e raised buckwheat too for good buchwheat cakes. JSome
raised wheat for wheat bread. Scme raised rve. 'e growed inions, 'taters, and
beans which we could string into leather britches, or just use the shellies for
winter. ‘e kept cows for sweet nrilk, buttermilk, and butter. ''e had hogs for
hog meat as well as chickens. ‘e had our own cherry trees and apples for apple
fruit., In the spring we hunted for sallet--lomb's -uarters, plantnins, poke,
cressies, whatever we could find. In the summer and fall we went berry picking
and gathered chestnuts, grapes, black warnuts, hazmelnuts, and hickory nuts. ‘e
raised sorghum for molasses and kept bee gums for honey=-they was for sweetenin.
Then we could allers hunt and fish. le et gooda

e had to build our own houses, the rost of ther out of logs because that was
all we had. Just a few of us had houses of dressed lumber in the early days.
Some of us later on kivered our lor cabins with dressed lumber after the sawiills
got a-goin. There is still some of them around today. ' e had to weave our own
cloth out of flax and wool and cye the threads out of things like barks, warnut
hulls, inions, goldenrod, or most anything what would make a color. They is
allers people after our old hand wove soreads made like that. ‘e rade good corn
likker and fine apple brandy. and we raised tobacco to chew and dip. (The men
ain't ashamed of chewing tobacco as is the women who still din. l.st of the
storekeeners, they put the snuff up near the check-out counters so that a woman
who dips can slip it in her bag without anybody seeing her. The clerks, they

just make out like they don't see nary ‘a thing,)
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e had frolics like corn shucking, house raisings, and ~uilting bees. (‘e
don't make ruch mention of the cock fighting, gambling, ancd horse racing some of
used to do.) .e had good dance frolics too. In Surry County we have hung on to
our old fiddle tunes when we was sort of ashamed of them~--especiallv when our
young-uns moved to town or went to college and got above their raisins. Now the
big colleges and universities is getting interested and we are proud to have them
come and listen to us and to put our tunes down on tape recorders and sich. They
say that some of these old tunes we play take after the old inglish and Irish tunes
of the 1700's--that they come from acrost the water. Of course we knowed that
these was good all along--we could do good flat foot dancing to them. 3ome of our
o0ld ballets we sing is che same that the people of the 0ld Country used to sinr,
like "3arbary illen" and "Lord Lovel", Of course we have made up some for our.-
selves too.

I would just mention the old mustering times when ther: soldiers what *7i in
the wevolutionary .ar used to git together. Cne place was called Shipp's iuster-
ing Ground and a man named Hardin Teliaferro he mentioned it in his "fisher aiver
Tales". !'Twas said to have been another mustering ground in the hollow below
Jesse Franklin's place on Fisher wiver and one c2lled Buffalo allow down near
Shoals. The old soldiers, they pot together, cdrilled, and practiced shooting,
swapped tales, and some got drunk on likker. anyway, they pleasured theirselves
a heap.

Surry Countv has had some right clever nen to come out of it. It had one
man made governor, like I told you, Jesse rfranklin., He ricd down fro: Furginny
to this country to find a place for his father, Bernard, to live when he wap just
sixteen or seventeen year old. He found a place on litchell's iiver; but along
in 1792 he and his pa they moved over to Fisher's Ziver whar they built themselves
big mansion houses. They was not fur frow wha- LUr. John Taliaferro lived on Little
fisher siver. UDUr. Taliaferro he come down with his friend Jernared Franklin from

Furginny and war a doctor and a Baptist preacher--them two things used to go
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toge.her in them days--doctoring and preaching. (‘e didn't have no eye AbBcXB¥H
doctors or tooth dentists then either.) Lr. Taliaferro and Bernard frankli-

-ad book larnin--they could read and write but they never thought they was
acove their neighbors. They was well thought of. They took up for us Patriots
during the Revolutionary . ar when they was so many lories stirring up trouble
around.

Jesse Franklin, even though he went to Cong ess in ashington whar he become
president of the Senate, and even though he come to be governor of our state in
1820 he never did git above his raisin., He wouldn't have his likeness painted
and he wouldn't have no pretties sewed on to his clothes~-said that his friends
in Surry would not take to hit. Showed he didn't think he war any better than
anybody else.

Jesse, he was so clever that he could do most anything he would set his
minc to. 'hen hisn and his neighbors' places up on lditchell's and fisher's
aivers got put over into : ilkes County Jesse, he just had them put right back
in Surry. He knowed a good thing when he seed hit.

Jesse, he had a brother lLeshack who went to Congress too and vho holp our
state write out its Constitution. He had more book larnin' than anybody in
Surry County. Jesse, he never had nuch excent what he got by hisself and he was
so busy running things that he didn't have time to git much. lthat is why he war
for free education,

They was many families living in Surry Lounty in the 1700's and early 1800's
what has the same n:re as them that is living here now. They is too many to mer-
tion, but if you will go to our courthouse and look into one of them old records
thar I'll bet yvou will find your name. idght find out somet' ing else too, like
a hanging.

Right here, I should stop and tell you about the most famous people what
ever lived in Surrv County. They was named Bunker, Chans and ong, but was better

lmowed as the 3iamese Twins. '/e in “urry County just uster call ther. The Twins.

> .- -~ - -
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Of course you hive heered tell of them so I will not say much except that they
was jined together about the waist, could never git apart, come to Surrv in the
early 1840's, settled along >tewart's Creek--one family of them on one sice of the
creek and the other on the other--become gocd farmers, got rich and had big fam-
ilies. They lost much o their money and all of their slaves after the Civil ar
and had to go acrost the Big . ater again to make more money. They settled down
again and become two of Surry's most well thought of citizens. They was clever,
liked to joke, wouldn't cheat you, and everbody thought a heap of them. They
died in 1874 and are buried in ‘'hite "lains in the graveyard of the church they
holped to build.

Not much is knowed or wrote down about 3Surry County before the Civil ar
because as I have told you, we was not much intérested in books or in wkiting things
down.

They was not many big slave holders around because our farms was not big and
they was no call for them. They was some people, though, what had several.

e fit in 21l the wars. In the revolutionary 'ar, some of us was Patriots,
or higs, and some was lories. The Tories they liked to devil the 'higs, steal,
rob, and do all kinds of devilment. woome of them got caught and hanged. The

Patriots they formed a lome militia up in The Hollows under a Cantzin Gidens. They
holp keep the fories down. 4And some of the Surry County men went along with Jesse
Franklin when he jined up with his Uncle Ben Cleveland and other mountain men to
fight at Kings' i.ountain. They done good too as all that was there and wrote about
hit will tell you. w2ome other Surry County iilitiamen, when they heered shat Corn-
wallis war down near Guilford Courthouse they hurried on down to fight him. But
they got thar too late--the battle of Guilford Courthouse had been fit the day
before. But Jesse Franklin and his friend .dichard Taliaferro and his daddy, Dr.
John Taliaferro, and sister Judith got down thar in time. iuichard, he was kilt.
But his daddy anca sister went on holping the vwiounded. In fact Judith she war not

a rind to holp the men what had kilt hér own brother but her daddy he told her to
go on and holp the enemy as well as her friends. Showed vhat rind of a fellow he

war.
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In the Civil .ar, as in the idevolutionary 'ar, some of us in Surry war on
different sides--some va&r for the north--they was called bushwhackers--and some
war fpr tje sputh/ They didn't have no use for each other. ''e had 2 heap of sol-
diers in the army aud a heap of us got wounded and kilt. Folks tell how most of
one whole company were either kilt, died of smallpox, or got in prison. In the
last months of the Civil .ar, april 1 acd 2, 1865 we had a rasiding party come
through Surry. & general named George stonem~n let on that he war very anxious to
git to Virginia when he really aimed to send soldiers to 32lisbury when the South-
erners had left. (He fooled us too and got to 32lisbury.) 30 he sent some soldiers
through Surry County on a foraging raid. <They was to live off tle country, so the
people they hid their stock deen in the woods, buried what fine pretties they could,
hid others ana the fooa in secret places. 3o Ceneral Stoneman he noved over to
4lkin and when the waters went uown--the roin had swolled it up--his of'ficers
named General Gillem and Colonel P-luer and their soldiers come over anc tley all
went through Surry County. Some went on down to 3iloam and “ockford. Then they
marched through Lubson whar thev rapiised a little cain, and on to Lount airy whar
they spent the night--'tis said up on the hill by Lovell's Creek north of ..ount
Alry. wsarly the next norning they went on to Hillsville, ‘irginia whar t!ey cap-
tured a wagon train of supplies. itconeman's iciders lived off us and used u» what
food they coula g=t holt of anc stole what horses they could find. But they did not
burn down houses nor kill people. .hich was ri ht accommodatine of them,

along asout 1840 and rirht atter the Civil ar Surrv County rot to manufact-
uring. Llhere gzot to be a sicht of cotton and woolen mills around. lir. Gwyn, he

;tarted 2 big cotton mill in Zlkin. That give others the notion and finally they
got Chatham i2nufacturing Company and other businesses. =lkin hac —orked so hard
to outs'ine Jonesville and finally they cot it done.

lount Airy, hit also started up some cotton and woolen mills about that time.
around 1840 a m:n named Brower come to iount airy and started up a cotton mill.
Then that pgive somebody else t!e notion of starting a woolen mill. They ain't no
woolen mill thar now but they is a heap of cotton ri 1ls. I~ $he late 1880's

- L. . o
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some men figured thzl they could sell some pieces off a big rock just outside
Lount .iiry that hobody had ever used except to make doorsteps and sich like. IFris
big rock warn't good for nothing--wouldn't even grow zood grass, let alone corn or
beans. But now it Io knowed all over the countrv as the bipggest open faced granite
ouvarry in the world. Too, in i.ount sairy, they was a lot of timber u» in the moun-
tains that they could get. 30, early ir 190C, or about this ti = some men got the
idea of making furniture out of it. 50 they did and thev air bL_g furniture factorie
thar now.

It war lucky that railroads come in about this time--around 1£90, These

railroads they come in from ' ilmington and went o iount ‘iry ana to ilkesboro.

.- L (S
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That meant they hac to pass through Zlkin, This war éocd fof little towns like
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Ararat, Siioam; ahd swockford j;st 1iﬁé it was for the other towns, but it just abéut
kilt the little places when the railroad business about give out.

Surry County had tried sone mining before the Civil "ar but it didn't amount
to nuch. They was a heap of iron forges about.  hat's left of one is down at
irarat along the river. They mined some iron ore for it around ash Hill but the
ore w rn't nuch account. iolks say that they was iron mines at 5iloam too.

(f course we done all kinds of work. e all had our wagon nakers, shoe-
makers, gunsmiths, carpenters, cabinet makers, blacksmiths, coopers, rillers,
tanners, veavers, and just about everthing we needed.

‘e people in surrv loved to grow tobacco to chew and dio. e can also grow
bright leaf tobacco that not many places can grow. /tter the Civil "‘ar the people
peoole got to building little tobacco factories that got to be bigger and bigger.
Then ccme these really big tobacco companies--I ain't calling no names--that ganged
up on us and put our factories out of business in the 1890's, 3o now we con't
have no tobacco factories no more but we do have plenty of tobacco warehouses whar
we buy and sell brigit leaf tobacco what many of us farmers raise.

They was right nany little towns or settlements that growed u» tn vurry
County. i.ost was along the rivers that had the richest land. /{lso, the settlers
would take their boats 2nd go up and down the rivers or walk along the river banks
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whar the land war“low. ' The early settlérs, they ‘settled down'whar.the Indians did;
they figured that what war good enough for the Indians war good enough for them.
lount Adry, hit war the biggest town. lobody kncws persactly when iount ~iry

was sszttlec, but pecple was living thar before 1759 when the ..oravians spoke about
it. oome thinks about 1730 or 1740. The road from Saler. was knowed by loravians as
The Hollow soad and hit followed wiat is just about whar the Indians had figured
out, aoute ;' 52. The first road to these narts was built in 1762 and they called it
The Hollow hoad because that is what they called this section. <Thev was hollows u»
thar between the ridges on the east--3late ..ountain 2nd Chestnut «icge--Filot
nountain and the Sauratowns on the south, and the Blue “idges on the north and west.
If you get up on the mountain and look cdown you can see that lount ..iry and the lanc
around it is in one big hollow. 2eople claim that Lount ~iry was named for Jonath-n
Unthank's place .n the southern nart of town which he had naned iount 'iry. He
started the first post office in 1832.

&lkin is the next biggest town. 4 man named «llen was give some land around
Big ~lkin Creek in 1/82. 3ome says that arounc 1775 a man named Shored had an
iron forge thar. .nyway most of the land was on Richard G;yn's place whose house
still st .nds on a high hill in the town., Le war t}e man that started a cotton mill.
Now they got = great big mill and »lenty of other businesses. The town war named
for the -lkin .iver which war called that as long as anybody knows.

Filot iountain growed because they was a lot of farmers who L2de a good living
around thar and they had to have a nlace to trace. They used to be some tobacco
factories thar. Jut since the earlies times, in the 1700's, they was folks living
around thar. At one time they even called it Gantain Lovill's district after =2
devolutionary ar soldier that lived thar, another time Tom's Creek. DBut now they
call it Pilot :.ountain and they have nills and sich thar.

uobson we cone told you about. “or a long time atter it pot started in 1850
about the only way people over ther made a living war hy l-wyering and keeping
places for people to skay. They say that thar war a vemeerst beoarding place and
a republicn boarding place. Now with a college and some mills moving in Lobson

O
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is getting right citified.

e have ddhéfféld you about rockford too. he- the county seat was took away,
nockford went down. Then when the railroads sort of give out it got down more.

Now they is not muc: v20ple living in “ockford but visitors like to go thar to
look at the old buildings still a-standing. They call them "~uaint" and "“icturesous

Cne of the very cldest places trat onybody lived was around 3iloam., . man
named horgan 3ryant---one of his son's girls married Daniel Boone--bought up that
rich bottom land from the Earl of Granville's people. Then he sold it to a 3amuel
Freeman who worked for the Patriots in the Revolutionary " ar by being a member of
the Conmittee of safety. Then little by little more people come in until thar was
a right good sized little town thar and a tobacco factory. But then things give
out especially when the railroads run into hard times. Now thar is not many
people living thar but them that does lives good.

estfield is like Pilot iountain. Peonsle 2round thar have to have a place to
trade. They have a big .uaker church what ccme from the one the . .uakers begun
in 1772. It is still a-going.

Low Gap is near whar Jesse Franklin's place war. People hezred nore about the
place when a feller up thar figured out a way to preserve galax leaves and such
as could be used in funeral wreathes and Christmas decorations and such like.

Galax leaves is then. pretty little leaves shaped shaped like a heart that srows
close to the ground only in our southern mountains. Ffor 2 long time whole fr-milies
of mountain folks went galacking and made a little money selling their little
bun,hes of leaves tied up with a string. They done sort of like a lot of mountain
people used to do when they went yarbing. Yarbs is what keep people peart and
cures then when they're ailing.

The town of irarat used to be called Forge atter that ther forge I was
telling you about. The forge hit didn't do much good, but people had to have a
place to trade. " hen the railroad business got sorry it hurt ~rarat.

They is a lot of little communities here and thir like Burch, Rusk, .ish Hill,

Shoals, 5tony iknoll, Level Cross, Copeland, Crutchfield, ’ine fiidge, Zepher,
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Ladonia, i.ountain Park, 'oodville, Cheltontown, *‘ound Peak, Pine aidge, just to
name a few. In fact they is no place in Surry what ain't fit to live in.

People in Surrv County make such a fine living that Surry Gounty is one ~” the
most well off counties in lorth Carolina, so the daleigh folks tell us.

~e ought not to end ~his tale unless we tell you how pretty Surry County is.
They is lots of pretty rivers lik- the Yaukin the .rarat, Johnson's Creek, Lovill's
Creek, Tom's Creek, Faulkner's Creek, Stewart's Creek, Sig and Iittle Fisher divers,
kitchell's *iver, &lkin Creek, stamey's Creek, Hogan's Creek, and a whole lot of other
little branches. e have plenty of little mountains or peaks too, a-sticking un here
and thar, like Skull Camp, Stott's Knob, lurner |ountain, Warrior i:ountain, Buck
hountain, sound FPeak, 3addle i.ountain, Slate i.ountain, Chestnut ‘icge as well as
the Blue :idges and rfisher's Feak which is the highest peak we got and it is the
furtherest them men got when they was figuring out the line in 1749.

But the finest of all peaks is Pilot iountain which sets in the eastern part
of the county. A man named :illiam Byrd of \irginia was the first w'ite man to see
it in 1728 when he was trying to figure out the /irginia-ilorth Carolina line. The
Indians had long knowed &t as, some say, Jokomekee. The people that nade the first
maps they named it L.ount ararat. The koravians they called it Filot lL.ountain.
Now we in Surry just call it The Pilot. +here ain't nary a nlace whar you can't
see the rilot. Other counties can see it too. -2ome times you can see just the
knob, sometimes just the hump, and sometimes the knob and the hurp and the saddle.
sverybody has always knowed the FP.lot and you can't miss it.

And you shouldn't miss Surry County. ' e would be proud to see you if you

was to come up to set with us a spell.

Now this is the best I can do about telling you 2b ut Surry County. l.ost
of the things I can't prove. I know only what I've been told and read. If you
know anything I con't I'd be proud if you would tell it to me.

By Herself
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