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By Herself -. ho ~:ar Borned and Raised Thar 

To the reader------

This short history is fur then" that can 1t understqnd Jesse Hollingsworth's 

"History of Surry County" - you orobably can't git a-holt of one of them nohow -

and i~. and i.dz Frank Carter 1 s "Footprints in the Hollows". Hit is also fur 

them that don 1t read rmch and they is a heap of ther.:. 

Now enybody raised in Surry County can underst:md ever word of this story. 

Furriners, they ~ght have a rr~te of trouble. But all they got to do is ax and 

we should be proud to oblige. If we can't we orto be ashamed of ourselves having 

heared this kind of talk all our lives. 

By Herself 



HoW' .Q_Qm! ·· surr,~cCounty a.nd.J:!2w.J!!.t_Q£t 1.long 

By Herselt ' ' ho -:~ar Borned ·-and liaised Thar 

In 1663 the Kine of England~ Charles II, give to ei~ht of his friends who 

holp him git his job ba.ch: as the king of the Ole Country acrost the Big · ater 

(atter his father, Charles I, f Ot hisself ·e:x:ecutEJd) some land in this new world. 

These friends was called the Lorcl Proprietors. These friends han1ed this h:ere new 

land Carolina after the King. 

Surry County was in the northwestern part of Carolina and it '"~as give to 

one of ther.;_ Proprietors named the ~arl .ot GrA.nville whose younguns and grand voung· 

uns holt on to it until we tuk hit back from them in o'.lr Revolutionary 1 ·-ar--about 

1778 when we done that. 

All kinds of t ales come out as to how Surry County got hits nane, but the 

truth is that nobody persactly kr.ows. Some says hit was called atter one of t hese 

here Brit dsh lords, the Earl of Surry; others clair~ hit was named atter a place 

named Surry in the Cld Country wh ' r Lord Tryon co!!le from. Take your pick. 

Surry Countv first tuk in all of Stokes, some of Forsyth, Yndkin, Surry 
· .'ilkes 

County and a little bit of Ashe and tlllegheny. Folks fir st ainied to sto.rt a count 

in 1770 but they didn 1t git hit done until 1771. The first county se<J t w;1s on 

G-ideon 1 :right 1 s place down _on the Yadkin id ver in i orsyth. Then him and some of 

his friends fell out and in three ye?rs they tuk the coanty seat to : .artin 11.rr._ _ 

strpmgs 1 s place near thar. They called it Little Richmond. That place was so 

rough that people allers used to s · ~ y that if anybody wanted to go to hell they 

needn't go no further than to rtic'hn:.on<l. i~nyway, a cyclone come lnd blovJed hit 

off the face of the earth. No tellin whar it is now. 

'fhen -3tokes and lorsyth, they broke off fron: Surry. This war in 17£9. That 
we 

left Surry anc~ Yadkin. (The .other little counties what had just a little piecs c-.f 

went off little b;r little.) ~. e built 'tiS a e.ounty seat down at. 1.ockford on the 

Yadkin rliver ripht s . uare in the L~ddle of the cownty. The first courthouse, lik 

a regular building, was on rlichard Horn's place down en the Ya&kin ~iver. He 

later on sold the place to · :illi~ Polk kohsen. It is now lm0wed as Dobson Hill. 
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Now, l!I'. Dobson he war a clever man and he had a first cousin name<:: James K. Polk 

that kilt a deer in ·, illiam 1 s front yard • ) orne body has still got the antlers. 

Anyway, the first cousin, James K. Polk, he was so clever that he pot to be presi­

dent of the United States .. 3o die :cndrew Ja.ckson who \'Jas ::;ive his law license down 

at I .ittle H.icl:mond c J.ndrew, he come up to Rockford when they had court. They said 

that he \'las kindly rough. Aaron Durr, auother of these here lawyers, 1 pears to ' 

have stopped at rlockford too. .:>orne says that l1.ndrew Johnson passed tha:b too. 

Thar at rtockford the county seat stayed until Yadkin broke off in 1g50 and 

left Surry all to hitself. Rockford was 'way out in the country a fur piece from 

everthing so people allowed they'd build a new county seat. whar people could git 

to hit better. So they picked a place right in the middle of the county right 

whar four roads come together, built a big red brick courthouse thar, and named thE 

place Dobson atter the :.illiam f>. Dobson what I done tole you about. Thar the 

county seat is now except that they built a new courthouse in 1916. In that court­

house 1s all the records from 1770 on--1770 is when "'e was first knol'l'ed as a 

county. 1i.1l the lawyer fellers look up records thar and the courthouse folks 

would be rr.i.ghi:.y proud to see you if you was a mind to look up anything. 

This is how .Jurry County got started. I will tell you now some of the other 

things like whar the people come from, :bout their schools, tteir churches, and 

sich like. 

Lost of our early settlers come frorr. J:i'urginn;r. It war too fur a niece from 

the eastern part of the state for our people to come from. The Furginny folk 

theirselves come fron1 the Old Countril'3s, that is :.~ngland, 3cotland, or Ireland. 

_;,nd we tuk atter them peojble. That is why n:ost of us hacl, and still have, blue 

eyes and light hair. Not many furriners frorL other sto_tes uster come to this 

county • 

.'e didn't take to book larnin much. '. e was too busy scratching fur a living 

to mind about going to schools. Lr. Jesse Franklin--he war f,Overnor in H~20 and 

1821--favored the st: te paYing for public education for everbody, but he didn't 

git nowhere much with hit. 
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Of cnurs e some of t he q:J.ality f o::i..ks w.;nt t o school but they had to pay forhi t. 

theirselves. hr. hichard Gwyn of Elkin, he built a schoolhouse right in his back 

yard. Although hit was his'n he let all his neighbors wh~t wanted to come, to 

come to his school - Atid.~... sence tha!' wa s nary a church t har neither he let anybcdy 

who was a mind to to use it for preaching . 

;~.s I said ,, most people in the old t-. imes didn 1t go to no school. Them that 

did went to s chools that they paid for theirselves. They w~s called subscription 

schools. They was lliostly for boys--the- girls had enough to do around home. In 

1818 a school was supposed to have been about V~har Rockford Street 1chool in Lount 

Airy is; another was at Old Hollow near lJ.ount hiry. They '"'as sa id to have been 

schools at ~ockford, at Siloam, at ~. estfield, and nrobably at other places I don't 

know about. ( ;~s I done tole you people from 3urry County warn 1 t much of a hand 

at keeping records; even now it is hard to get folks to tell you wh~t they know.) 

Of course thar was a fine school at Jones ville, begun in 1818, that most of 

the Elkin folk "1ho could pay the price and could git thar went to. 

Then a f w got to go to college like Saleli1 College and the University of 

North Carolina. And before the C:i_vil · ar therr. that w:1nted to be a l awyer could 

go to i•ichmond Pearson's Law School just acrost the Yadkin .dver from • illia:r::t P. 

Lobs on 1 s place near J.-.ockford. 

The Civil ar put what schools they was out of business, but atter the ' 'ar 

some of them started up again. biss lizzie Gilmer, she started a school for girls 

in L.ount 1-!.iry in 1860. In 1897 hit wa s still a-going. 1-.iss Belle G-raves, she had 

a girl's school thar to01. • !J.iss Letta·. Folger, she had a school in r..lldn and Liss 

Lucy C Journey she had one in Dobson. 0o some girls got a chanct, now many though • 

.• tter the .ar academies sprunp, up over the counties. Thar war one at Lount 

Airy, one c>.i:. l~lkin, one at . estfield, one at Siloam, and one at filot Lountain. 

'l'hey nd.eht he.ve been some others. They v~as mostly male academies. Then in 1899 

the t01vn of 1 ount rl.iry voted a s chool tax on theirselves and started the first 

gradeds chool in 1 ount 1•iry. Then other p!haces tuk it up. 3o now everbody gits 

an education whether they want onE or not. 
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Same of us thought a. heap about r,oin2: to He ."~.ven and some didn't. The .uakers, 

or Friends, was the first church neople to come to 3urry County what r ot , church 

started. The come in as missionaries from New Gar den, near Greensboro, to ' est­

field, around 1772, but they kep prot t y n:.uch to theirsel ves. 'i'he~f was r,ood people. 

Sorr~ had slaves what they freed because they allo\-Jed as to how it warn 1t right to 

keep another feller in bondage. 

Then the Baptists, they come i n around 1790, or maybe a little before. They 

built then, a heap of churches which still s tand just about like they was built. 

Some of these churches still h'l.ve all dAy preachings ::tnd dinners on the grounds, 

and foot washings just like t hey done in t he old days. 

'rhe i-1ethodists, they come in around l POO or thereabouts. 'I'he hethodists and 

Baptists they didn't seem t o have no time for much except to run each other down. 

The :r..ethodists, they called the Baptists "."mabaptists" because they cidn 1t bel i eve 

in baptisinr, babies like they done. The Be.ptists tl"ey did not believe in sprink­

ling like the r·.ethodists done. But they both liked to shout in church when they 

felt the 3pirit rr.ove therrt, A.nd say ").men" when a. clever preacher s aid something 

right. They loved to go to camp meetin!?;S in J-.ugust so that their younuns could 

get a cquainted--they was a lot of sparkin 1 goi n on between the boys and girls. 

Then the r, en they liked to t a lk over crops _. nd walking the Streets of Gold, and the 

wcmen folks they liked to t :- lk won1en t r>lk. (The i:.ethod.ists and Ba.ptists t [ley has 

since got a bove their r :tisins. The Baptists t l,ey have n.usical instruments in their 

churches now "nd play tPeater r.,usic, and the Lethodists they even dress U"') little 

boys in lone dresses and light c,qndles even if thev is electricity thar.) 

The horavians, they used t o think we was kindl~r roup,h up here. But they 

didn't think t hey Nas too f,OOd t o cet whetrocks frou ?ilot Lountain. Before the 

,_;uakers or the l'.ethodists or the Baptists ever come up here the i.oravians done some 

preaching up in ttese parts. But they didn 1t start no churches until a long, long 

time after. But the l1oravians, they W''S good folk. They let us settlers from up 

here get into their fort ~t Bethabara during the trouble with the Indians when the 

Cherokees was a-bothering us. 'i'hey wrote all this clown in their books and that is 



. 5 -

about the only way we kn011'1ed wh t was a-eoing on then or even that they w·1s mariy 

people living up in Surry at that time. 

It was not until around 1858 that the 1-'resbyterians got started. They done 

all right so the Episcopalians, and other church peo?le come in. lJow we got just 

about everthing • 

. 'e early settlers used to have some right smart good times. True, we had to 

work hard. ~~ e had to raise our own vittles. ' e planted corn and made good corn 

pone on the hearth. ~ e raised buckwheat too for good buchwheat cakes. 3ome 

raised wheat for wheat bread. :;orne raised rve. ; e growed inions, 1 taters, ~md 

beans \-lhich \'ole could string into leC~.tter britches, or ju3t use the shellies for 

\·J inter. .e kept cm~s for sweet rd.lk, buttermilk, and butter. · .e had hogs for 

hog meat as weJJ. as chickens. · .e had our own cherry trees and apples for apple 

fJ.·uit. In the spring '"e hunted for sallet--l2mb 1 s ~.uarters, plant :>.ins, poke, 

cressies, wh~tever we could find. In the surJmer ~nd fall we went berry picking 

and gathered r:hestnu.ts, grapes, black warnuts, hP~elnuts, and hickory nuts. · .. 'e 

raised sorghum for molasses and kept bee gums for hone~-they ~ns for sv1eeten:in. 

Then we could allers hunt and fish. \'Je et good, 

e had to build our own houses, the 1. ost of therr out of logs because that was 

all Ne had. Just a few of us had houses of dressed lur.tber in the early days. 

Sorrte of us later on kiverecl our lor: cabins with dressed lumber after the. sawrr:ills 

got a-goin. There is still some of them around today. ' e had to weave our own 

cloth out of flax gnd wo~l and uye the threads out of things liie barks, warnut 

hulls, inions, goldenrod, or rr.ost anything trhat would make a color. They is 

allers peopJ e after our old hand wove S':"lreads made like th::tt. ·..re rr.ade good corn 

likker gnd fine apple br"lndy. P.nd vJe raised tobacco to chew and dip. (The men 

ain 1 t ashamed of chewing tobacco as is the women who still di). 1·.0 st of the 

storekeepers, they put the snuff up near the check-out counters so that a woman 

who dips can slip it in her bag without anybody seeine her. The clerks, they 

just rr.ake out like they don 1t see nary ·a _t,hl_ng.) 
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:. e had frolics like corn shucking, house raisings, and "uilting bees. C :e 

don •t IP.ake r:r:.uch mention of the cock fi ghting, gambling, and horse racing some of 

used to do .) · .. e had good dance frolics too. In Surry County we have hung on to 

our old fiddle tunes when Ne v1as so,..,t of ashamed of them--especially when our 

young-uns moved to town or went to colle&"e and got above treir raisins. Now the 

big colleges and universities is gettins interested and we are proud to have them 

come and listen to us ~nd to put our tunes d01m on tape recorders and sich. They 

say that some of these old tunes we play take after tbe old .;:!.nr~lish and Irish tunes 

of the 1'700' s--that they come from acrost the water. Of course we knowed. that 

these was good all along--we could do good flat foot dancing to them. .3ome of our 

old ballets we sing is Ghe same that the people of the Old Country used to sing, 

like 11 3arbary Allen" and "Lord Level". Of course we have rrade up some for our-­

selves too. 

I would just wention the old mustering times 1>~hen ther, soldiers what +':1 i in 

the ~ievolutionary .ar used to git together. One place was called Shipp 1 s J..uster­

ing Ground and a man named HJ.rdin Taliaferro he mentioned it in his "lisher rtiver 

Tales 11 • 1Twas said to have been another mustering ground in the hollow below 

Jesse 1"ranklin 1 s place on Fisher rdver and one cAlled Buffalo · allow down near 

.Shoals. The old soldiers, they cr,ot together, drilled, and pra.cticed sl:ooting, 

swapped tales, and some got drunk on likker. "'i.nyway, they pleasured theirselves 

a heap. 

Surry Count :;r has had some right clever nten to come out of it. It had one 

man made £OVernor, like I told you, Jesse lranklin . He rid down frot Furginny 

to th .. :i..s country to find a place for his f3.ther, Bernard, to live vJhen he WC.I' just 

sixteen or seventeen year old. He found a place on Litchell 1 s r~iver; but along 

in 1792 he and his pa they moved over to fisher 's River whar tbey built themselves 

big rr:a.nsion houses. They was not fur fro11. wha;~ Lr . John TaliAferro lived on Uttle 

lisher 1iiver . Dr. Taliaferro he come down with his friend Jern~red Franklin from 

Furginny and war a doctor and. a Baptist prea.cher--therr. two things used to go 
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togE ~ 1-Ler in them days--doctoring and preaching... (::e didn 1 t have no eye IDicKlHE~ 

doctors or tooth dentists then either.) Lr. Taliaferro and Bernard l r ankl ·:.:-: 

.::: .:1.d book l a rnin--they could read and write but they never thought they was 

a ;:>ove their neighbors. They was well thought of. They took up for us Patriots 

during the H.evolutionar;y . ar when they was so many l'ories stirring up trouble 

around. 

Jesse Fr.s.n~din, even though he went to Cong. ess in · ashington whar he become 

president of the Senate, and even though he come to be governor of our state in 

1820 he never did git above his raisin. He wouldn't have his likeness painted 

and he v.1 ouldn 1 t have no pretties sewed on to his clothes--said that his friends 

in Surry would not take to hit. S~owed he didn't think he war any better than 

anybody else. 

J esse, he was s o clever that he could do most anything he would set his 

mind. to. ~ "hen histl and his neighbors 1 places up on hi tchell' s and Fisher 1 s 

rtivers got put over into ·. ilkes County Jesse, he just had them put right back 

in Surry. He knm~ed a good thing when he seed H t. 

Jesse, he had a brother L.eshack '-vho went to Conr,ress too and 11ho holp our 

state write out its Constitution. He had more book larnin 1 than anybody in 

3urry County. Jesse, he never had much ex cept what he got by hisself and he v-1as 

so busy running things that he aic.in 1t have time to git much. 'l'hat is why he \'<J ?r 

for free e ducation. 

They was many families living in jurry Lounty in the 1790's and early 1800's 

what has the s ame n: 1:1e as them t hat i s living here now. They is too many to mer.­

tion, but if you will go to our courthouse and look into one of therr, old r ecords 

thar I'll bet you will find your n;:.Jne. Li ght find out somet · ing else too, like 

a hanging . 

Right here, I should stop and tell you about the most famous people what 

ever lived in .:iurrv County . '1'hey was named Bunker, Chane: and ..::.ng , but was better 

knowed as the 3iamese Twins. ~ ; e in .:>urry County just uster call ther:. The 'I\tins. 

: ~ \ • .. . I':' F. •. :.· ·-~! - '· - - - .. l 
l. J.. 1..,.,....~ 

· ·q ·. . ... ' C· ... ~ . ..:. .. ~ 
.. ~ 
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Of course vou h'tYe heered tell of them so I will not say much except that t hey 

was jined together about the waist, could never git apart, come to Surry in the 

early 18401 s, settled along . .)te-..Jart 1 s Creek--one family of them on one si<ie of the 

creek and the other on the other--become go0d farmers, got rich and had big fam­

ilies. They lost much o:.' t heir money and all of their slaves after the Civil ar 

and had to go acrost the Big . ate:c again to rr.ake more money. They settled dol-m 

again and become two of '.:iurry 1 s most well t hougj;rt of citizens. They v1as clever, 

liked to joke, wouldn't cheat you, and everbody thought a heap of them. They 

died in 1874 and are buried in ::nite ~::llains in the graveyard of the church they 

helped to build. 

Hot IUuch is knowed or wrote down about .3urry County before the Civil · .a r 

because as I have told you, we was not much interested in books or in writing things 

down. 

They was not rrany big slave holders around because our farms was not big a nd 

they lJas no call for them. They was some people, thoue;h, wha.t had sever al. 

.e fit i n all the wars. In the iievolutiona r y ' ar, some of us was l;at r .i.. ot s , 

or higs, and some was 1'ories. 'i he Tories t f> ey liked to devil the 'hies, steal, 

rob, and do all kinds of devilment. .:> orne of thent got caught and hanf1:eEl. The 

Patriots t hey formed a l·ome militia up in The Hollows under a Caryt::..in Gidens. They 

holp keep the i'ories down. And some of the Surry County men went along wHh Jesse 

Pranklin when he jined up with his Uncle Ben Cleveland and other mountain rren to 

fight at Kings 1 r.ountain. They done good too as all that was tr·ere and wrote about 

hit will tell you. .:>orne other Surry County Lilitiamen, \'!hen they heered that Corn­

wallis war down near Guilford Courthouse tney hurried on down to fi ght him. But 

they got thar too late--the b3ttle of Guilford Courthouse had been fit the day 

before. Jut Jesse Franklin and his friend .tichard T .~ liaferro and his daddy, Dr. 

John Taliaferro, and sister Judith got down thar in time. ;~ichard, he was kilt. 

But his daddy anci sister went on helping the l;ounded. In f a ct Judith she v.1ar not 

a rr.i.nd to holp the men what had kilt her own brot her but her daddy he told her to 

go on and holp the enemy as well as her friends. Sbov1E:C yJl;>t. ;dnd of a fellow he 

wa r. 
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In the Civil ,:J.r, as in the J.tevolutioriary ' ar, sane of us in 3urry war on 

different sides---some ,·~r for the north--they was called bushwhackers---and some 

wal' fpr tje sputh/ They didn't ha\·e no use for each other. 1 e had a heap of sol-

diers in the army auJ. a heap of u::; _s')t l--JOunded and l~ilt. Folks tell how most of 

one whole company were either kilt, died of smallpox, or got in prison. In the 

last months uf the Civil '- ar, .npril 1 a1!J 2, 1865 v1e had a nidin~ pJ. rty come 

through Surry . .h. gener:tl named George ::>tonem"n let on that he 111 .:1 r very anxious to 

git to Virginia when he really aimed to send soldiers to 3 ?1isbury when the 3outh-

erners had left. (He fooled us too and got to 3~ lisbury.) 3o he sent some soldiers 

through Surry County on a foraR:ing raid. They WJ. S to live off tl ·e country, so the 

people they hid their stock deen in the -vwods, buried what f ine pretties they could, 

hid others anci the food in secret placef. . 3o r?-ener;J l Stoneman he n oved over to 

I!;lkin and when the waters v;ent u:::wn--the r ~ in had S'.>J olled it up--his of ficers 

named General Gillem and Colonel P :· lJJ;er and their soldiers come over a.nd. tr·ey all 

went through 3urry County. :.Jome went on down to 3iloal1l and ·•ockford . Then tl ·ey 

rnarchea through l.JGbson •~har thev ra:iJsed <1 little cain, and on to !.ount :liry 1-~har 

t hey spent the night-- 1 tis said U!=l on the hill by Lovell 1 s Creek north of ~-ount 

1-tiry. Barly t.he nerl n.ornin[ they Nent on to li:.:.l l svilJ.e, Jirrinia whar t}ey can-

tured a wugc;n trJ. in of supplies. )toneman 1s 1 ~2.iders lived off us anci used U'J 1·1h:o..t 

food they coulci g2t holt of anci stole what horses tr.ey could find. But they did not 

burn down houses nor kill people. -. t ich w1s ri ·ht a ccommodatinv of them. 

'-\. long a.:.out 1840 and ri r:ht atter the Civil a.r 3urrv County r ot to manufact­
uring. 'i'here got to be a si:-:ht of cotton and woolen mills around. i·1r . Gv.1yn, he 

st c>. rt ed a big cotto::-1 mill in £::lkin. That give others the notion and finR.lly t r,ey 

got Chatham l·.e nufc.ctu.ring Company and other businesses. -::;lkin had -•orked so hard 

to outs ~ ine Jonesville and finally they :;ot it done. 

L.ount Ai ry, hit also started lm some cotton and woolen mills about t hat time. 

nround 1840 a rr, m named Brower come t o 1 ount iiiry and ste.rted up a cotton mill. 

Then that ~~ive somebody else t :,e notion of startinp: ;:,;. woolen mill. They ain't no 

woolen mill th2r now but they is 01. heap of cotton r:.i ls. :~ the late 1880 1 s 
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some men figured th~. t t ~·.ey could sell some ::>ieces off a big rock just outside 

1 .aunt .dry thnt nobody had ever used except to ma ke doorsteps and sich like. '1'1--is 

big rock vm.rn 1t good for nothine--wouldn 1t even grow good grass, let a lone corn or 

beans. But nmoJ it i. s knowed all o-;er the country as the bi r gest open faced gr<>nite 

ouarry in the 1.o~orld. 'I'oo; in Lount .niry, they "\Jas a lot of tirr:ber u ' in the moun-

tains thc1t they could get. So, early ir• 1900, or a.bout this ti .a nome men got the 

idea of ruaking furniture out of it. )o they clid and they cdr L_g furniture factorie 

thar now. 

It v~ar lucky that r nilroads come in about this time--around 1890. These 

railroads they come in fron1 ilnL;_ 11gton and went to i ount 'irjr anci to ilkesboro. 

That meant they had to pass through .d:J k i.n. This war gocd for little towns like 
'·' 

' 
. . ..... ! 

i.;rarat, 3iloam, and •Lockford just like it was for the other towns, but it just about 

kilt the little ;Jl a ces when the r ailroad business 'lbout give out. 

Surry County had tried son.e rd.ning before the Civil ·· ar but it didn't amount 

to n.uch. 'I' hey was a heap of iron forges about. . hat 1 s left of one is dmm at 

~rarat along the :dver. They mined son:e iron ore for it around :-1.sh Hill but the 

ore w rn 1t i;.uch account. Folks say t hat they v1as iron r:d.nes at 1iloam too. 

l f course vJe done all kinds of work. e all hnd our wagon n.akers, shoe-

makers, r unsnd.ths, carpenters, cabinet makers, bl C~ cksmiths, coopers, nillers, 

tarmers, v;eavers, and just about everthing: we needed. 

e people ir1 jurrv loved to grmv toba cco to chew and ciin. e can also grow 

bright leaf tobacco that not rnany places can grow. !.tter the Civil '·ar the people 

people got to buildine little tobacco factories tbat got to be biE;ger and bigger. 

Then ccme these really big tobacco companies--I ain't calline. no names--that ganged 

up on us anci ~ut our factories out of business in the 1890's. 1o now we ~on't 

have no tobacco factories no nore but vJe do have plenty of tobacco warehouses whar 

we buy and sell bright le,:< f tobacco what many of us farmers raise. 

Th8Y was right 11.any little tmvns or settlements that gro:wed U) lim uurry 

Count;r . i._ost v.~as along the rivers t t:at had the richest l and. hlso, the settlers 

would. t 3.ke their boats :> nd go up a n:=: down the :>:'i.vers or walk along the river banks 

,, . ..... . ::: 
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whar the land war'-,low. · The ec: :t:>ly set tlers1
, the;v'·''s et't~l-ed ·d01-m' whar . the Indians did; 

1 ~ •• 

they figl.ired that what war good enough f ,,r the I ndi ans war good enough for t hem. 

:i. .ount Airy, hit war the bigr;est town. ~.-obody k;ncws persactly when i.ount .niry 

was s 9ttlec.., but pe c;_1le vo~as livin{2 t har befor e 1759 when the .. . oravians spoke abod 

it. 0ome thinks about 1'1.)0 or 1740. The road from .:3ale~c vr-1 s knovJed by Loravians as 

The Hollow 41.0a J and hit followed •~iJat is just about whar the Indians hl'l.d figured 

out, •1.0ute ,, : 52. '!'he first road. to these parts v~as built in 1762 and they called it 

The Hollow ll.oad because that is wha t t hey called this section. The" wa s hollmJs u'J 

thar between t he ridges on the ea.st--3late l.ounta in :.nd Chestnut ••icge--?ilot 

!.ountain and the 3auratowns on t he south, and the Blue ••idges on the north and 1-~ est. 

If you get up on the mountain and look ci.own you can see that 1· ount .dry and t r e land. 

around it is in one big hollow. ?eople clai m that r ... ount airy was named for Jonat h'1n 

Unthank 1s place .n the southern part of town which he had named Lount '.i ry . He 

started t he first post office in 1832. 

Zl kin is the next biggest town. h. rr.an named a llen was give s ome l and ?.:round 

Big .wlkin Creek i n 1/82. 3ome s ays that arounn 1775 a man n-1.med -3hore6 had a n 

iron forge thar. --~nY\'Jay most of the l and 1\las on Jiichard G yn 1 s pla ce wr os e house , .. 
still st .nds on a high hill in the town. Ee war tr e man tha t s tarted a cotton mill. 

How they got 2. r; r ea t big mill and 'Jlenty of other businesses. The town vJar named 

for t l:e ...:.1kin ... ~iver Nhich war called tha t as long as anybody knows. 

f ilot 1 .. ountain growed because they v1as a lot of farmers who J.c- de a good living 

around t har and t hey had to have a ~lace to trade. They used to be same tobacco 

factories thar. Jut since the earlies times, in the 1700's, they was folks living 

around thar. At one time they even called it 6autain Lovill 1s district after a 

~-{evolutionary ar soldier t hat lived t har, another time Tom's Creek. But nov1 t l: ey 

call it .?ilot ~.ountain and they have nct.lls and sich t har. 

lJobson '"'e cione tol d you about. L'.or a long time at ter it e:ot started in 1850 

about t he only v1ay people over t he r ma de a living w~ :r- hy 1 "1•.ryerj_ng A.nd keeping 

pla ces for people t o snay. They say t hat thar war a Lremocr~-' t boarding place and 

a t&.epublicn boar ding p l a ce. EoP vJith a college and some mill3 moving in Lobson 
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is getting right c'itificd. 

~i e h:we don~ ·· t~ld you about !iockforJ too. •hE:-.·_ the county seat was took avJay, 

tt.ockford went down. Then when the railroads sort of give out it got do-wn more. 

l~ ow they is not muci ~3oplt- living in ••ockfo:cd but visitors like to go thar to 

look at the olci builciings still a-standing. They call them 11 :-"uaint" and 11 ?icturesaw 

Gne of the very eldest ~laces t r.at ;:;nybody lived vJas around 3iloam. ;:, man 

named ~·.organ 3ryant- · -one of his son's girls married Daniel Boone--bought up that 

rich bottom land from the Earl of Granville's people. Then he sold it to a 3amuel 

Freeman i>Jho worked for the Patriots in the H.evolutionary ~ . ar by being a member of 

the Conmrl.ttee of 3afety. Then little by little more people come in until thar was 

a right good sized little town thar and a tobacco factory. But then things give 

out especially when the railroads run into hard times. Now thar is not many 

people living thar but them that does lives good. 

estfield is like Pilot l1ounta:J.. •1. Peo"lle a round thar have to have a place to 

trade. They have a. big ..:uaker cl'urch ivhat come from the one the , .uakers begun 

in 1772. It. is still a-going. 

Low Gap is near whar ~esse Franklin 1 s place '1\rar. ?eople heo; red raore about tbe 

pJace when a feller up thg,r figured out a. way to preserve galax leaves and such 

as could be used in funeral wreathes and Christrr1as decorations and such like. 

Galax leaves is ther,_ pretty little leaves shaped shaped like a heart that f.!'O\IIS 

close to the ground only in our southern mountains. For q long time Nhole f e'milies 

of mountain folks went galacking Rnd made a little money selling their little 

bwt'.hes of l eaves tied up v-.1. th a strin;~ . They done sort of like a lot of mountain 

people used to do when they vJent yarbing . Yarbs is what keep people peart and 

cures then. when they're ailing . 

'!'he town of -•rarat used to be c-01.lled large atter th1t th£.r forge I was 

telling you about. The forge hit didn 1 t do much good, but people had to have a 

place to tr.: de. - hen the railroad business got sorry it hurt ...... rarat. 

They is a lot of little corrnnunities here and th "< r like ourch, i~usk, :·~sh Hill, 

Shoals, otony h.noll, Level Cross, Copeland, Crutchfield, .)ine hidge, Zepher, 
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Ladonia, .i-,ountain Park, :. oodville, <:> heltontown, .. ound Peak, Pine n.idge, just to 

name a few. In fact they is no ple.ce in ..:lurry what ain't fit to live in. 

People in Surry County make such a fine living that Surry aounty is one 0 ; the 

n!ost well off counties in North Carolina, so the Raleigh folks tell us. 

;.e ought not to enj -:·. his tale unless we tell you how pretty 3urry County is. 

They is lots of pretty rivers likr the YacJl_dn. the .~rarat, Johnson's Creek, Lovill 1 s 

Creek, 'I'om 1 s Creek, Faulkner 1s Creek, J tevJart 1 s Creek, dig a.nd Little fisher Rivers, 

Iv~tchell 1 s ~"iver, Llkin Creek, •~amey 1 s Creek, Hogan's Creek, and a whole lot of other 

little branches. '" e have plenty of little mountains or peaks too, a-sticking up here 

and thar, like Skull Camp, 3tott 's Knob, furner l oLntain, :·iarrior Lountain, Buck 

bountain, rtound Peak, Saddle Lountain, Slate i..ountain, Chestnut 1"icge as \c.rell as 

the Blue ~~idges and fisher's f eak which is the highest peak we got and it is the 

furtherest them men got when they wa s figuring out the line in 1749. 

But the fine::t of all peaks is Pilot Lountain which sets in the eastern part 

of the county. A man named -illiar,t Byrd of \ irginia was the first w' ite man to see 

it in 1728 when he was trying to figure out the '!irginia-l'Jorth Carolina line. The 

Indians had long knowed it as, some say, J okomekee. The peopJ e tha t made the first 

maps they named it J.,ount . ..-.rarat. The l'.oravians they c.:1 lled it f ilot Lountain. 

Now ''~e in )urry just call it The Pilot. .i'here ain't nary a -olace whar you c.:m 1t 

see the f ilot. Other counties em see it too. Jome tintes you can see just the 

knob, sometimes just the hun;p, and sometimes the knob a.nd the hump and the saddle. 

Everybody has always knowed the ? , lot and you can't miss it. 

And you shouldn't miss 3urry County . ' e would be proud to see you if you 

was to come up to set \~ith us a spell. 

Kow this is the best I can do about telling you ab ut 3urrv County. Lost 

of the things I can 1 t prove. I Lnow only what I 1 ve been told and read. If you 

know anything I a.on 1t I'd be proud if you vJOuld tell it to rrce. 

By Herself 
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