
First Appendix Operation Performed 
By Dr. Royal in Yadkin·Home in 1895 

·--------------------------------))·. M. A. ~ :oyal, mayol.' of ElJ.dn, 

Dr. M. A. Royal 
• 

wd s ate Senator from his district I 
from 1 92 to 1896. still practicing his · 
r>rofcasion of medicine, is accorded 
the c i.stinction of having performed - ·----:---··-----------_. 
the first. operation for appendicitis in 
L odh Carolina. , 

Dr. Royal 'vas born in Yadkinville 
in 1 72. A brilliant student, he grad­
ltatcd from Baltimore Medi"cal Col­
lege in J885, the yeat• the Tw·n City 
Daily began publication, and began 
the practice of his profession at 
Hamptonville. He rode mud-fested• 
roads. b aved storm-mvol en streams, 
bl.'A.ved snows o..nd bitter cold to pro­
vide relief for the suffering. In his 
unen:·ng loyalty to his patients he 
spent many nights with patients in 
precatio _~;:; condition, and watched 
at the death bed when medical sci­
ence could offer no a1d. He waa 
loved hroug-hout the country side. 
Later he moved from Hamplonv~lle 
to Yadkinville. There in 1895 he p'Cr­
formed he rema..rkable feat of an 
appendix operation-the ,first in the 
~tate . H was in th~":.. eaJ.•ly spring 
that h \VaS callectt-:·· s~ the home Of 
one of l1is c osest ~ rr~«b.ds, Chades 
A. Cozart. The patient was suffer­
in.g .from an unnamed malady, which 
hc.d coat the life/ of many-later 
h:nown as appen~Hcitis. A famous 
sw:geon, Dr. John B. Deaver, bad 
dil$covet·ed an operation which would 
relieve a large percent of the pa­
Uents, and Dr. Royal 'vent immedi­
ately to this surgeon, after admin­
istering lhc usual treatment to Mr. 
Cozart. Returning from the North, , 
where he · ad attended a polyclinic Dr. Royal performed the first oper­
and earned the essentials for a sue- .ation for appendioiti in the Charles 
ccssful operation. Cozart home in Yadkin county in 

Returning o his friend at the co- 1895. 
zart home at Lone Hicko1·y in Yad-
kin, he prepared for the operati-on. cessful and M!'. Cozart returned t9 
And what a setting! A kitchen excellent health. 
table for an operating table and on.ly Dr. Royal kept abreast with the 
the dim ligh" of a. dining room lamp pt.·ogress of medicine and surgery, 
to aid his n.imble and seXJsitive fing- and in 1~13 ch~nges were so rapid 
ers. Dr. Dan Holcomb, Dr. Bob 'that mu~h had changed. in the prac· 
Hauser and Dt'. Peak were there to tice. So he returned: to ''schoo'l" and 
help and to wi tne<>e the remarkable returned, removing •, to Elkh,1, ae 
treatment. The operation was sue- eye, ear and ·nose specialist. 
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James Royal, 24, 
Interred Monday 

Funeral rites for James Dcwitl 
Royal, 24, employee of the 
Chatham manufacturing company 
of Elkin, rcsid(•nt of the Stat r 
Road cc.mmunity, who passed awn: 
tt his hom e on Sunday morning 
'lfter an illness caused from pneu­
•nonia, were conducted from the 
Mountain Park Baptist church at 
eleven o'clock Monday morning. 

Mr. Royal is survived by his 
wife, Mrs. Louise Shore Royal; 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. 
Royal, of Thurmond; one brother. 
C. M. Royal; and three sisters, 
Mrs. Houston Wilmoth, of Thur­
mond; Mrs. Paul Harris, of Moun­
tain Park; and Mrs. Clarence Dar­
nell, ~f ,El~!3· ---
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