First Appendix Operation Performed
By Dr. _ligy_al In Ya;\dkin’Home in 1895

Dr. M. A. Zloyal, mayor of Elkin,
and state Senator from his district
from 1892 to 1896, still practicing his
profession of medicine, is accorded
the distinction of having performed
the first operation for appendicitis in
North Carolina. ‘

Dr. Royal was born jn Yadkinville
in 1872. A brilliant student, he grad-
uated from Baltimore Medical Col-
lege in 1885, the year the Twin City
Daily began publication, and began
the practice of his profession at
Hamptonville. He rode mud-fested*
roads, braved storm-swollen streams,
braved snows and bitter cold to pro-
vide relief for the suffering. In his
unerring loyalty to his patients he
spent many nights with patients in
precarious condition, and watched
at the death bed when medical sci-
ence could offer no aid. He was
loved throughout the countiry side.
Later he moved from Hamptonville
to Yadkinville. There in 1895 he per-
formed the remarkable feat of an
appendix operation—the first in the
state. It was in the/early spring
that he was called’ te the home of
one of his closest” friends, Charles
A. Cozart. The patieat was suffer-
ing from an unnamed malady, which
had coet the life. of many—later
known as appengicitis. A famous
surgeon, Dr. John B. Deaver, had
discovered an operation which would
relieve a large percent of the pa-
tients, and Dr. Royal went immedi-
ately to this surgeon, after admin-
istering the usual treatment fo Mr.
Cozart. Returning from the North,
where he had attended a polyclinic
and learned the essentials for a suc-
cessful operation,

Returning to his friend at the Co-
zart home at Lone Hickory in Yad-
kin, he prepared for the operation.
And what a setting! A . kitchen
table for an operating table and only
the dim light of a dining room lamp
to aid his nimble and senpsitive fing-
ers. Dr. Dan Holcomb, Dr. Bob
Hauser and Dr. Peak were there to
help and to witness the remarkable

treatment. 7The operation was suc-

Dr. M. A. Royal

Dr. Royal performed the first oper-
ation for appendicitis in the Charles
Cozart home in Yadkin county in
1895.

cessful and Mr. Cozart returned to
excellent health.

Dr. Royal kept abreast with the
progress of medicine and surgery,
and in 1913 changes were so rapid
that much had changed in the prac-
tice. So he returned to ‘‘school” and
returned, removing "to Elkin, as an
eye, ear and nose specialist.
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