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"I read in a book one time, if you do genealogy you will never get depressed," 
says Esther Johnson, well known Surry County genealogist and historian. Even a 
s a child, she was interested in family history. Fifty years ago you couldn't run out 
to a copy machine so Esther copied by hand all her family records on her moth
er's side of her family from the family Bible, belonging to her great grandfather, 
Joseph Worrell. 

Her childhood reading centered around children's historical biographies such 
as Martha Washington and Daniel Boone. She joined the Surry County 
Genealogical Association at its inception in 1981 and is currently president. She 
can claim to be the only active member from those days. Esther also belongs to the 
Surry County Historical Society. Always helpful and encouraging to other people 
researching families, it's the daily norm for her to send out multiple queries and 
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notifications from her computer in a 
time, making her a vital link to all who 
love history, research and networking. 

Esther teaches beginners' genealogy 
classes at the Mount Airy Museum of 
Regional History and helps with the 
Museum's Tarheel Junior Historians. 
She has presented genealogy programs 
for the Mount Airy Public Library and 
other groups. Born and raised in Mount 
Airy, as a child she did not attend a sin
gle church but went to all the churches 
in town along with all the neighbor
hood kids. Later in her life, her father, 
Elliott Draughn was ordained and 
became pastor at Walburn Revival 
Center in Salem, VA, where her brother 
Andrew is now the pastor. Esther's life 
took another turn when she met and 
married Bobby Johnson and she started 
going to the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Days Saints. She has been a mem
ber for 50 years. The J ohnsons have a 
son, Steve and a daughter, Sharon and 
three granddaughters, Jessica, Abbe and 
Amanda. 

Esther worked for 38 years in the 
cafeteria in the Mount Airy School 
System so she could be at home with her 
children. She jokes about being able to 
cook for 500 people, but not for two! 

Even in her leisure time, family is of 
utmost concern. The Johnson cousins 
gather monthly for dinner out; some
times as many as 35 dine together. 
There is time in her life for singing in 
her church choir and things she used to 
love to do such as knitting and crochet
ing have been replaced by genealogy 
and her part time job at the Mount Airy 
Chamber of CommerceNisitors Center 
office where she is a tour bus guide. 
Besides loving her family, she simple 
loves people, so working at the 
ChamberNisitors Center is icing on her 
cake. 

Esther Draughn Johnson urges peo
ple to take the time to research their 
family and create a legacy of informa
tion for future generations. "It's all 
about teaching others about the some
times hard lives our ancestors endured 
to make a better life for their families. 
It is up to us to keep alive their story 
and pass it down." 
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