
Hardy Brothers escorting 
Christmas tree to Capitol 

By Ryan Kelly 
ryan.ke1ly@mta1rynews.com 

Among one of North Carolina's 
most storied exports annually are 
thousands upon thousands of Christ
mas trees. This year a 78-foot Red 
Spruce has been chosen from the 
National Parks of North Carolina- to 
be the star of the show as the official 
United States Capitol Christmas Tree. 

The 2022 U.S. Capitol Christmas 
Tree is a 78-foot spruce that will 
come from the Pisgah National For
est and is set to be felled in early 
November. As trees go, this one must 
be something special to have been 
chosen for such a prominent display 
and to have been given the affection
ate nickname "Ruby." 

See TREE 12A 
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POLICE REPORTS 
• A Monday incident at 

Circle K on West Pine Street 
led to a Morganton man being 
jailed on charges of resisting, 
delaying or obstructing a pub
lic officer and second-degree 
trespassing, according to 
Mount Airy Police Department 
reports. 

convenience store, from which 
he bad been banned earlier 
Monday by a Circle K employ
ee, leading to his arrest on the 
trespassing offense. 

Kincaid is alleged to have 
"jerked away " from police and 
refused to get into a patrol 
vehicle and was subdued with
out further incident, arrest 
records state. 

confined in the Surry County 
Jail W1der a $500 secured bond 
and slated for a Nov. 14 appear
ance in District Court. 

• Property valued at $150, 
including three keys, was sto
len Monday from Poppy's, a 
business on Moore Avenue, by 
an unknown suspect. 

the victim of the crime, 
which netted a key to a GMC 
Yukon, a gold key and a silver 
key, along with a Siamese cat 
key chain. 

• A man listed as home
less was arrested Monday and 
jailed under a large bond after 
allegedly refusing to leave a 
local motel on South Andy 
Griffith Parkway. 

41, was encountered by police 
at the Andy Griffith Parkway 
Inn, where he had been banned 
earlier. Stroud was given 
the opportunity to leave the 
property Monday, but refused, 
according to arrest records, 
leading to his incarceration in 
the county jail under a $10,000 
secured bond. Randall Ivey Kincaid, 38, 

was encountered by officers 
during a welfare check at the The Morganton man was 

An employee there, Melissa 
Rae Johnson of Maple Grove 
Church Road, is listed as Demetrious DeShel Stroud, 

Stroud is scheduled to be in 
Surry District Court on Nov. 14. 

Hardy Bros Trucking photo U.S. capitol Christmas Tree photo 
Hanly Brothers Trucking of Siloam has been chosen to deliver the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree from North Carolina to Washington, D.C. More than 7,500 ornaments were made and donated to be added to 
where it will be placed on West Lawn of the Capitol. the tree after it Is placed on the Capitol Grounds. 

Tree 
From page lA 

Also honored to be 
selected as part of the 
Capitol Christmas Tree 
program is Hardy Broth
ers Trucking of Siloam 
which will be escorting 
the tree on a tour of the 
state before it reaches the 
Capitol for the holidays. 

Company officials are 
honored to be participat
ing in the tradition, said 
Dale Norman the director 
of sales and marketing for 
Hardy Brothers Trucking. 

this year's tree," he said. 
Smith will also accompany 
Ruby on her tour of the 
state before travelling 
north for her holiday show. 

"Smith bas dedicated 
his career to the careful 
care and management of 
trees in North Carolina's 
forests," said James Mel
onas, forest supervisor 
for the National Forests 
in North Carolina. "We 
recognize his longstand
ing contributions to our 
agency and community 
by proudly sharing this 
honor with him." 

When the cargo arrives 
in Washington, Norman 

Ornaments were 
decorated and donated 
by schools, communities, 
and civic organizations 
across 125 communities 
in the state. Local artists 
were also encouraged 
to donate ornaments or 
provide materials and 
expertise to aid in mak
ing ornaments. 

"I am amazed that we 
reached our goal early, but 
I guess I really shouldn't 
be surprised that North 
Carolinians, and our 
friends and neighbors, 
rallied for the cause," said 
Sheryl Bryan, U.S. Capitol 
Christmas Tree oma-

on Wednesday, Nov. 9, 
at Veterans Memorial 
Park from 10 a.m. - noon. 
Folks can sign a banner 
on the truck's sides, take 
a virtual walk through an 
interactive display of the 
four national forests of 
North Carolina, and learn 
about each of the eco
systems found in each. 
Special appearances are 
also planned from two 
of the best-known faces 
of forestry: Woodsy Owl 
and Smokey Bear. 

The tree does not 
travel alone and under 
the watchful eye of Hardy 

Brothers Trucking, the 
selected tree "along with 
companion trees and 
handmade ornaments 
will make the journey 
to Washington, D.C. for 
the official tree lighting 
ceremony at our nation's 
capital,'' the official web
site for all things Capitol 
Christmas Tree said. 

North Carolina has 
long been one of the top 
producing states in the 
nation for Christmas 
trees. This is to be the 
latest U.S. Capitol Christ
mas Tree from North 
Carolina's Pisgah Nation-

al Forest after Fraser firs 
from there were selected 
in 1998 and 197 4. The 
White House has also 
more recently selected its 
tree from North Carolina 
with Fraser firs from Jef
ferson travelling to 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. in both 
2021 and 2012; and a fir 
from Newland was cho
sen in 2018. 

The N.C. Christmas 
Tree Association esti
mates the Christmas tree 
industry is ranked second 
in the nation in number 
of trees harvested and 
cash receipts. 



of sales and marketing for 
Hardy Brothers Trucking. 
He said that due to their 
57 years of service and 
~cellent safety rating 
they were selected from 
all the trucking compa
nies in North Carolina 
to haul the tree to Wash
ington. While they have 
received accolades and 
awards for safety this was 
their first time transport
ing such an important 
tree to the Capitol. 

"U.S. Forestry and the 
U.S. Capitol chose North 
Carolina to provide the 
U.S. Capitol Christmas 
and being selected in 
2022 to move the U.S. 
Capitol Christmas Tree is 
a true honor, considering 
the many trucking com
panies operating in North 
Carolina," Norman said. 

Husband-and-wife team 
Harold "Ed" and Deborah 
Kingdon have been cho
sen as the team that will 
deliver the tree to Wash
ington. The two have 
been driving for Hardy 
Brothers since 2018 after 
Ed Kingdon retired from 
the U.S. Air Force and Air 
National Guard following 
37 years of service and 
Deborah Kingdon was 
released from duties as 
chief home officer after 
the kids left the nest. 

Steady hands needed 
Every part of the proce

dure needs a steady hand 
whether it's Hardy Broth
ers behind the wheel or 
a seasoned pro from the 
forestry department over
seeing the delicate task of 
bringing Ruby down safely. 

This job falls to NC 
Forestry employee 
Rodney Smith who has 
spent the entirety of his 
30-year career working 
on the Uwharrie Nation
al Forest. From humble 
beginnings as a timber 
marker, he now works 
overseeing timber har
vesting for the Uwharrie. 

"I am happy just to be 
part of the U.S. Capitol 
Christmas Tree project 
and am incredibly honored 
to be the one to harvest 

When the cargo arrives 
in Washington, Norman 
said that an army of volun
teers and donated equip
ment will be at the ready 
to unload and position 
Ruby on the Capitol lawn. 

Deck the halls 
A challenge was issued 

to create ornaments for 
the tree that will grace 
the grounds of the U.S. 
Capitol and residents of 
North Carolina rose to 
meet it. "With help from 
residents across the state 
we exceeded our goal of 
6,000 ornaments for the 
2022 U.S. Capitol Christ
mas Tree," the Forest 
Service said. "Over the 
course of six months, we 
received over 7,500 orna
ments that will adorn 
The People's Tree on the 
West Lawn of the Capitol 
and other trees across 
Washington D.C. that will 
be showcased through 
the holiday season." 

SURRY COUNTY 

Sheryl Bryan, U.S. Capitol 
Christmas Tree orna
ments coordinator. 

'1 am immensely proud 
of the people of North 
Carolina and of the orna
ments on this year's 
trees. Each one of them 
has been touched with 
love and pride of the Old 
North State." 

Ruby's Roadshow 
The 78-foot red spruce 

will hit the road to the 
Capitol on Nov. 5 with a 
kick-off event and Har
vest Celebration from 
3 - 5 p.m. at the Western 
North Carolina Agricul
tural Center in Fletcher, 
located in Henderson 
County. From there the 
tree barnstorms across 
the state making appear
ances along the way from 
Murphy to, you guessed 
it, Manteo before arriv
ing in Washington. 

The tree is making a 
stop in the Granite City 

On tlie 
BM-~0:r, 
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GENERA~ELECTION 
TUESDAY, NOV 8, 2022 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR 

Joe Zalescik 
Experienced Leadership for Today and 
Tomorrow 
(Paid for by the Committee to Elect Joseph Zalescik} 

MAYOR OF MOUNT AIRY 

Ron Niland 
( The Positive Voice, The Positive Choice 

(Paid for by the Committee to Elect Ronald Niland) 

r,::::;::::-e your candidate information in the I I ~vn ~~·BALLOT ad, contact the newspaper 
at advertising@mtairynews.com i 

~ 

the watchful eye of Hardy Carolina's Pisgah Nation- cash receipts. 

American Red Cross 4lh Annual Spooktacular 
BLOOD DRIVE T'HUNK or 
Bannertown Baptist Church 

Fellowship Hall T'Rl:AT' 
1834 Westfield Road, Mt. Airy 

Sunday, October 23 Saturday, October 22 
12:30pm • 5:00pm \ 4pm-6pm 

For more info and appointment 
call Sarah Simpson Flat Rock Baptist Church 

(336) 789-2505 1313 E. Pine St, Mount Air 

HAnVIIT IAl.l Having a BINGO 
No11emberS First Saturday of 

B:00 to 1 Z:00 Fund raiser? Every Month 

Salem fork Baptist Church 
Doors Open at 5pm 

55STwin Oaks Rd.Elkin 
Games Start at 6pm 

Home canned foods, nuts, handmade Let us 
1415 Ararat Rd,Ararat, NC 

Cash Prizes up ta $2500 
crofts. home baked ,goodies 

know! 
For more information, 

Pancake Breakfast 8·9:30 call 336-804-2032 

Proceeds go to Missions Proceeds go to Ararat Fire Department 

Community events are sponsored by the businesses listed below. It ,s free of 
charge to non-profit organizations that sponsor fundraising events. A form can 

be picked up at the Mount Airy News office, to submit information, or non-profit 
group representatives can call 336-786-4141 to provide info. or email information to 

mtacalendar@mtairynews.com 

J.C. Coram 
Co., Inc. 

1922 Caudle Road 
789-6251 

This spot could 
be yours. 

Call 786-4141 
today! 

To become a Community Calendar Sponsor 
speak with our friendly Customer Service reps today. 

336-786-4141 
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