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PREFACE 

The information for this brief history of Dobson 

1'iethodist Church was obtainad from records in the 

archives of the Hethodist Build.int:; at Statesville, 

~forth Carolina, fron the ':/orld Eethod ist Building 

Lake Junalus1<a, 1forth Carolina; from the local church 

records, and fro111 various inoividuals . 

Ey appreciation goes to those iudividuals whom 

I interviewed and who shared in verifying the above 

facts . 

Last, but not least , my sincere thanks go to 

the Rev . Donald C. Davis whose idea it was · to have 

this history compiled and who has given valuable 

assistance in the undertaking. 

Nannie G. Riggs 
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Dobson Methodist Church began as a Methcx:1ist 

Episcopal Church, South, 1858 . The first meeting places 

for the church were the Martin Hotel , owned and operated 

by Richard Norman, and the Surry County Court ~ouse . 

This remained . its meeting place until 1876. 

Among those first associated with the church was 

Rev . Marquis L. {ood of the Surry circuit. He was stationed 

in Mount Airy as pastor of the Surry Circuit, Salisbury 

District, in 1858 and 1859, and in 1870- 1874 as presiding 

Elder . He was a missionary to China bet~een these periods. 

In his diary at Duke University hu records the following: 

"Friday, April 19 , 1858 , preachGd at Dobzon."* 

*Miss Ruth Minick of Nount Airy, who has done extensive 

research on early Methcx:1ism in this section , supplied this 

infonnation . 
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The first church building was erected in 1876-77 
on a lot northwest of the Surry County Court House. 

Rev. W. S. Creasy was pastor during this building pro-

gram. 

Miss Ada Snow, formerly of Dobson, now a guest at 

the Salem Home, Winston-Salem, N. C., related the 

following which was told to her by her father , Henry Snow. 

In 1876, the pastor of the congregation, walter Creasy, 

Romulus S. Folger, Henry Snoww and Harden Leak, a Negro, 

took their axes' .into the wood a, knelt for prayer, and 

cut trees .. to build the first 1·~ethodist Church in Dobson . 

~>/hen the building was completed , and plan~ were ready 

for the opening service in the new church, a lien was 

placed on the door for a small debt still owed for some 

material. This delayed the opening of the church until 

Henry Snow sold the same mules that had been used to haul 

the logs from the woods to the sawmill. With the money 
from the sale of the mules , the debt was paid and the door 

of the new church was opened . 
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This building was a wocx:len structure, painted white. 

The pews were arranged on either side of a center aisle . 

As the congregation entered the sanctuary the men took 

their seats on the right side while the women sat on the 

left side . Some of the Negro people of the community 

attended this church. 

From its beginning until 1876, the date of the first 

church building, the following ministers served as pastors : 

(A complete list of pastors for this period could not 

be determined . During some of the Civil Viar years no 

minutes were received , and in some other years the records 

show that pastors were to be supplied . ) 

Marquis L. ltlocx:l Hugh F. Wiley 
Isaac Avant :v. B. :·1arn:iss 
James Smoot F. A. Jishop 
William J.. . Smith ~v . F. i~eedham 
R. T. N. Stevenson w. s. Creasy 
The first meeting in the new church building was held 

in 1877 , with Walter s. Creasy as pastor . After the service 
of worship the people joined together in a picnic dinner 

on the grounds . 

The deed to the first church lot is recorded at the 

Surry County Court House showing the date of 1877 with 

R. S. Folger, Henry Snow and Thomas Evans as trustees. 
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RELOCA.TION 

'.Alhile c, C. Totherow was pastor 1922- 24 the idea 

of a new church began to grow. From all reports , the 

entire church membership was most enthusiastic about 

the undertakins . It was decided in 1923 to relocate the 

church on South Main Street . 

T:1e ,vornan' s Missionary Society labored diligently 

to raise funds for the building. 

The Building Committee was composed of : 

Grady Cooper , Chm . 
\v. B. '/Jhi te , Sec ~, Treas . 
:v. E. Reid 

Hrs. R. C. Freeman 
Dr . tl. M. Stone 
B. F. Folger 

The story of its relocation is told as follows 

by Grady Cooper and W. B. White . 

C. C. Totherow supervised the makini:: of brick , the 

digging of the basoment , and putting in the cern&nt 

foundation . For lack of funds progress of the building 

stopped . 

In 1926, A. J . Bowline pastor, began soliciting 

pledges for the building . 

In 1928 , with Elmer Simpson , pastor, work on the church 

got under way again . The olj church had been dismantled 

and suitable material was used in the new building . During 

the time the present church was under construction, the 

congregation held services in the Dobson Baptist Church 

on Crutohfield Street, now used for storage by Austin

B:Lackwelder Co . 
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The contract for the building was let to Y.iatt Hines 

of Mount Airy. He was paid , in part , with the brick 

made in Dobson . This home-made brir::k was used as the 

back- up while 'bhe outside brick was bought . 

The cost of the r:ew cnur<::h 0 11ilcl ine; was $12, 000 . 

On Au~ust 24 , 1930, the dedication service was held 

with Presiding Elder , .l. E. Poovey, in charge . 

From the first service at the first church building, 

to , and including relocation , the following ministers 

served in the respecti•1e y .:ia.rs . 

1876- 79 - ;l. S. Creasy 
1879- 80 - 5 . J . McLeod 
1880- 81 - C. G. Little 
185 i-82 - .c; . L. Stam8y 
1852-83 - J . F. Craven 
1883-84 - Jam·as Wilson 
1884-85 - R. a. Taylor 
1885-87 - B. A. York 
l887- 88 - N. ~ . R~ch~rdson 
1B88-89 - J . H. Price 
1889-90 - :v. L. Dawson 
1890- 92 - W. a. Perry 
1892-93 - J . .0 . Tuc~wr 
1B93-94 - S. P. Douglas 
189'.J.- 9 5 - .2. ;J. Dixon 
1895-96 - :Nicholas Mallory 
1896- 97 - S. D. }foore 
1897- 99 - J . P. RodGers 

1899- 01 - Seymour Taylor 
1901-02 - Y. L. l:arsh 
19 02- 0 5 - J . ,: • long 
JS/O_')~OG - D. J . Lowman 
190h-10 - T~ J. Houck 
1910-11 - B. H. Jackson 
1911-1.: - E. l·!. Avett 
1912-13 - J,, :r. Price 
1913-15 - J. G. :i. Holloway 
1915-18 - T. V. Crouse 
1918.19 - O. P. Routh 
19·19-21 - T. S. Coble 
1921-24 - C., c, Totherow 
1924- 2.5 - J, E. Hipp 
1925-26 - A. J. Bowling 
1926-27 - ~~. Q. . Tuttle 
1927~31 - SJ.mer Simpson 
(Ll,J . S~ 1//alker filling out 
l1r. Siinpson 1s last year~) 

}!rs . Callie Hassler of Dobson was helpful in recalling 

some of the above names and dates . 

r 
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At the time of relocation Dobson Methodist Church 

was on the Mount Airy circuit , along with Dockery1s Chapel, 

Old Siloam , Pleasant Ridee , Rockford , and Siloam. 

In 1939 the Methodist Episcopal Church , South , 

merged into ·The Methodist Church. After this unifi

cation, Dooson ~·letllodist Churc:1 wc::.s put on the Dobson 

Charge with Pleasant Ridge , Rockford , Siloam, and 

Stony Knoll . 

Rev . R. G. McC1anrock was the first pastor of the 

newly composed circuit at t:1e time o: Unification. 

Rev . J . :l. Parker was the first pastor after unif i 

cation . 

From the time the clmrch was re located to unifi

cation in 1939 the following mini~ters served as pastors : 

1931- 33 - :\1. A. LovJ·is 
1933- 35 - J . O. Cox 

1935-39 - C. '.!. Russell 

A major improve111ent in t he church .sanctuary was 

made in 1948 . Those who led in this projact were : 

P:i.stor - Enoch M. E:oyle 
Ers . R. L . Folrnr 
1-:,.rs . Aubrey Hoor0 
Frc.mk Gorier 

During this improv.3ment , a :1eu cE:iling ~·1as added , 

f loors were refinisheo , a choir loft was built , the 

furniture and the interior wer e painted , the center aisle 

and the chancel were carpeted , and two rest rooms were 

installed . The cost of these improvements amounted 

to about $2 ,500. 
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In the year 1958 an additional building known as 

the Educational Building was built . Rev . George Lyndon 

was pastor , and members of t!'le Building Committee were : 

John NorM~n, Chm . 
Frank Corr. J"!'.', Tr·Jas . 
GJ.er.!'l :o,;a.s.ley 
PrJrtor Bar:wr 

D. A. Mclaurin 
E, T. Newell 
Horace Adams 

The additional cost was ~24,000 . It included a 

large fellowship hall, kitchen , and r3st rooms on the 

first fl()or . On the second floor were a number of 

classrooms , the pastor ' s stu:Jy , and the furnace room . 

In i:.he year 196.+ plans were laid for a complE:te 

r enovation of the Church sanct~~ry &nd its adjoining 

church-school classroou::; . The fc;!.>tor wa..., R,,_x . Don Davis . 

Members of tne i.3uilding Committee ;mre : 

John l'lo_ ~1G.n' c:1m . 
Frank Comer, Treas . 
Otis Carter 
Jimmy r:1:is 
Mrs S,I . Poole 
Mrs . AUJrey ~oora 

Rev . Rollin Gibbs , Conference Dir-;r::tor of Field Service 

and Finance, led in a financial crunde in which church 

people pledged $27 , 000 in support over a three year 

period of time . Mrs . Fr:ink Ricgs assumed the duty of 

financial secretary. In aclditi0n to the $27, 000 

pledged, $3,750 was pledged or given toward stained 

glass memorial windows . The total renovation , including 

a new Baldwin Organ , cane to $40 , 000 . This included 

new eq.uipl'lent in most of the classrooms , completion of 

payment on some additional land purchased next to the 

Church , and $2 ,700 for renovation of l be parsonage . 
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Opening day for the newly r enovated church 

sanctuary and educational rooms and facilities was 

celebrat.;d on June 27 , 1965 . 

Invitations were sent to former pastors , former 

members , and friends of the churc,1 , to oe our guests 

at the activities of ~his o?ening aay. 

Rev . Donald C. Davis , the p::.stor , was in char ge 

ef ti1e morning worship service . Hrs . IJom.ld C. Davis , 

choir director , and Snith Fre·:::aan , oryanist , were in 

cha:-ge of the music . Tho c'..":oi~ r and..:red the anther:i , 
11 Chorale 1 St . h.ntoni" by iiaydn-Drahms , Tolmage . 

Nrs . :Javis sang , " The Lord is 1·I;r Li3~:t " by Alli ts en. 

Dr . I< rank J ord:.in , Dist:r ict 3up..;:tintencient. , delivared 

the sermon . At the conclusion of the s0rvice a pic!1ic 

lunch was enjoyed in the Fellow.::hi.i? Hall. 

The memoership help Open House in the aftsrno~n 

for friends of the church . This .ms a day to be 

r emembered with pride in tne history of Dobson MethJdist 

Churc'.1 . 

Pastors who served from 'Jnification in 1931 to 

the }>rest.mt a.re : 

1939- 40 - R. .} • r·icClamrock 
1940- 44 - J . :./ . .t'arkor 
1944-46 - ,.Jilson .Lfosbi tt 
1946-48 - ..:, • i11. Hoyl3 
1948- 49 - Robert C. Carter 
1949- 53 - Ivan A. St01)h"ns 

1953- 54 - Earl C. Black 
1951~- 57 - '..1 . it . Combs 
1957- 60 - Seorba E. Lynd on, Jr. 
195J-64 - P. T. Dixon 
:i..964- 57 - Donald C. Davis 
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Under t he leadership of Rev . I . A. Ste~hens the 

Dobson Church was placed as a station appointment in 

1952 . The total membership .\ugust 18 , 1952 was. 135 as 

listed in hcmbership R3cord Book . 

In 1964 it was again put on charge , which in

cluded .Jeulan Lethodist Church in the Beulan Community , 

and listed as ~obso~ Charge . T~is ch~rge has made 

marked i)ro , r3ss m:der the aule lc;adership and untiring 
/ 

efforts of Rev. Lion .Javis , now in his third ~·ear as 

pastor. 

,!orship services ar8 held at Loth churches every 

Sunday morning . The service is at 9:45 at 3 _.uhh and 

11:00 at Dobson . There is an activ'e HY Fat both 

churches , which meets every Sunday evam .. ~r- , 

:''lrs . iJonald C. Davis most a!Jly directs tbe music 

in ooth the Beulah and Dobson Cnurc:ies . 

Presiding ..£lder3; now Superintendents who have 

scrvGd are : 

ifania F. r~eid R. E Ta,vlor 
'Villiam H. .Dobbitt R • !-". .. 2::iyl8 
'J o T. :Jych'1 :I. c. 5,Jrinkle 
H. J . Hutson i . F. ',lomble 
. Jilliam Closs tJ • H. ,Jest 
1-'laq_uis L. './ood B. ~ J . Fox 
J . J .• .3r uton r,J • E. Poovey 
R. :1. Jarrett J . T. thnc;,um 
L. L. Hundi~en ~- · 

I" J.ibbs "-'• 
p A. .li.llis ~'l. ' Lambeth ..;.1o• J;. • 

b o R. Jall J . C · 
.;) . fiiatt 

R. l'~ . ~Ioyle c. c. :leaver 
l . t~ . .i3arnett H • .., Allen .J . 

:-1 . II. Jlair c. 4' ..:I • Rozelle 
J . J . Ronn Kenneth 8-oodson 
J , A . CocK. Lee F. Tuttle 
L. T. Cordell Frank Jordan 
l . J:l . 3a 1~by Julian Lindsey 
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PARSONAGES 

It is not definitely detennined where ministers of 

the Dobson Methcxiist Church lived for the pericxi of 

1876-1886, but it is believed that some of them lived 

in Mount Airy or at other places on the circuit. 

However, a deed executed February 2, 1886 by the 

trustees of the Dobson Methodist Parsonage shows that 

property was purchased for a parsonage. This property 

was a short distance south of the first church building. 

The house was recently razed and a Town Hall is being 

erected on the site. 

In the early nineteen hundreds another parsonage 

was in use on the lot directly in front of the present 

church on South Main Street. 

In 1907 again property was purchased for a parsonage. 

This was on the site of the present Dobson .ill.ementary 

School. The house was bought by Mr. and Mrs. P. G. Bolich 

in 1942 and moved directly across the street. 

In 1942 a new parsonage was built on South Y.ia:lll 

Street. '£his continues to be the parsonage home to the 

present and is owned by the Dobson Methodist Church. 

Prior to 1952 the above parsonages were owned jointly 

by the following charges: Dobson, Surry, Rockforo, and 

Dobson-Mountain Park. 
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