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This Cheng & Eng is bare-footed and wearing flip-flops. The feet break the frame and the
footwear, or lack thereof, whimsically revolt against the fashion decorum of the era.
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Brooklyn,
January 29TH 1874
Mrs. Kang and Ang,

We wish to negotiate with you about the Bodys of the twins it is a (?) subject
but we wish you to answer by Return Mail the lowest price Cash. Confidential
on our part you will oblidge us very much. Name your price. We would not
think of proposing the subject but we think it will be for the Benifit for the
County as others may be so unfortunate.

We Remain Respectfully Yours
Rozell, Horton and Gray
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Papers (1831-1845) of Dr. Charles Harris, an agent for Siamese twins Chang and
Eng Bunker and eventually a resident of Wilkes Co., consist mainly of letters
(1832-1834, 1843) to Harris and twins from James w. Hale of Boston about
business arrangements, tours, Capt. Abel Coffin, a lawsuit, Dr. Samuel G. Howe of
Boston, news from Siam about the twins’ mother, and their marriage and
children. Other papers, collected by Chatham include letters (1875-1883) from
New York painter Arthur Fitzwilliam Tait to art dealer Peter Brett, correspondence
of Dr. Robert K. Smith of Chatham and Moore counties and daughter Sarah,
student at Greensboro Female College (1847-1848); letter to Maj. Gen Benjamin
Lincoln from Maj. Thomas Pinckney of South Carolina, writing from Purysburg,
Ga., about exchange of prisoners, deserters, and other problems (Apr 17, 1779);
and pages from Pennsylvania Magazine (June, 1776) containing “An Account of
the Colonies of North and South Carolina, with Georgia” and map. Also
Rutherford Co. parole of a tory (Oct. 09, 1780); instructions from Gov. Thomas
Burke on collecting taxes (1782) militia commission from Lt. Col. Commandant
Joseph Winston, Stokes Co. (1792); copy of letter from Thomas L. Norwood about
his capture of Gettysburg and escape (1863); and letter about Warrenton College
(1882).




Chang and Eng Page 1 of 6

Books -
SO T T T T [T

.CHAPTER ONE b BUY THE
BOOK
Chang and Eng [IGE click here!

By DARIN STRAUSS
A Dutton Book

= Read the Review
When First We Met

Monday, December 10, 1842
North Carolina

Chang-Eng," the children chanted. "Mutant, mutant."

Now and then the little innocents sprang from the dust cloud
chasing our carriage to cry my name and Chang's. The path we
traveled cut through a droughty careworn field, and to either side of
us a fast-passing scene of blond grass and dead milkweed thirsted
under the burnt sky of sunset. My ear tingled with the nearness of
my brother, who picked lint off of my shoulder and knew not to
bump my head as he did so. His dark eyes showed little reflections
of me. I was thirty-one. My life was about to begin: I was entering
North Carolina.

My brother and I did not know that love was soon to deliver us.
But twenty-one children and three decades later, how obvious it
seems that everything to follow was a consequence of that evening.
When you know you are dying, self-deceptions fly from your
bedside like embers off a bonfire. Alone in the dark with a final
chance to bind together circumstances that have made you a peasant
who sells duck eggs on the Mekong one day and the South's most
famous temperance advocate the next, you see a curtain open onto
the landmark moments of your past.

When Chang and I arrived in North Carolina, we were coming to
the end of yet another tour, exhibiting the bond that the public could
not see without assuming we two were so very different from
everybody else.

The halfwit we'd hired drove at a quick pace. And now, jounced

http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/s/strauss-chang.html 3/14/2013
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inside a rickety carriage that had the legend THE SIAMESE TWIN
in chipping yellow paint on its doors, I was trying to nap beside
Chang.

My eyes were not closed for long. My brother tapped my
shoulder. "Eng?"

I knew better than to ask him to quiet when he was in one of his
talkative moods.

"Maybe," Chang said, "you read out loud?" He spoke in a soft
voice whenever asking me for something.

"Now?" | made a show of closing my eyes more tightly. "I'd
prefer not."

"A Shakespeare speech from your book, make the trip go faster?"
There was a shiver in his words from the bustle of our ride. I felt his
half of our stomach spasm.

"Let me please catch a little rest," I said, opening an eye. "Why
don't you read it yourself?"

"Me? You joking." The listlessness in Chang's smile suggested
what it is to spend three decades within five to seven inches of one
another. "Eng?"

Reporters love to mention that I am the "less dominating member
of the pair." A man may be quiet, does that mean he is not assertive?

"Eng?" That we hadn't eaten in hours spoiled his breath.

I shut my eyes tight again. Nailing down a personality is about as
easy as pinning marmalade to a wall. I faked a snore.

"Eng!" he said, patience being a luxury allowed those who have
more obliging brothers. "I know you not asleep."

The dust of riding whisked us into Wilkesboro, the last stop on
this junket of somersaults and smiles that had spanned the eastern
seaboard. I could not have imagined that in Wilkesboro we would
meet the women who would—for all the kings I'd met and the
nations I'd been—make up the kingdom in which I'd walk.

Chang had the driver bridle our two horses to a stop in a grassy
square near the center of town: a little commons that had not yet
changed its name from "Union Square" to "Westwood Park." This
open space was blotchy with killed grass, its unused flagpole stood
without purpose in the wind. A line of four threadbare trees
gesticulated like marionettes behind the flagstaff.

http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/s/strauss-chang.html 3/14/2013
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Townspeople rushed at us from every direction. Dozens of
unkempt children and their unkempt parents gathered round our
carriage, pointing fingers. The rest of the population climbed on
roofs for a better view. My brother grinned at them all. He delivered
his patented wave, like a little boy proving with a casual flick that
his hand is clean on both sides—the motion Queen Victoria used to
greet her masses.

"Come down, carriage man," my brother called out to our driver,
wetting my face with spittle. "Will you please open door?"

The driver muttered at us from his buckboard. I asked this idiot,
"Did you say something?"

He let us out, his well-shaved cheeks pink as Mekong tuna meat.
He said, "Nothing, sirs."

"You are addressing Eng alone." I accepted the man's hand,
stepping from the carriage with my brother close on my left. "Do
you hear my twin talking? You must say, ‘Nothing, sir."" I was tired
and irritable. "When you speak to Eng, you speak to one "sir,' not
two."

Far away, between the rough corners of Wilkesboro's buildings
(small white Presbyterian church with no steeple, narrow white beer
parlor, small white general store displaying all its stock in its
window), rows of sleeping blue mountains hid in shadow, each
more blurred than the last. And the full moon had begun its crawl
across the sky.

Everything about this environment seemed animated by our
arrival: the crowd gathering on all sides of us; the bandy-legged old
man in a white suit who limped across Union Square with a yellow
rose in his lapel, and the pair of young girls who ran over and
walked him arm in arm toward our carriage; the slaves across the
courtyard pitching straw and pretending not to look; the dirty little
white hands poking our ligament as we stepped from the carriage.
Several reached for my face.

"Chang-Eng!" Even the dirtiest of children radiant like they'd just
been given candy. "Mutant, mutant!"

"Thank you," Chang and I said as the dust gathered on our
identical black suits—tight and crisply English in cut, the very ones
Barnum had bought for us. Strolling through the crowd, my brother
and I were two complete bodies affixed at the chest by a fleshy,
bendable, seven-inch-long ligament resembling a forearm.

"Chang-Eng acknowledging you, good people" Chang said. We

crossed Main Street side by side, in the calibrated rhythm of our
united movement, arms sweaty over each other's shoulders. Like

http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/s/strauss-chang.html 3/14/2013
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Chang, I wore my hair in a black braid long enough to curl around
my head. I tied it in a blue silk tassel that fell over my brother's
shoulder, as his fell over mine.

North Carolina was a welcome change from Boston, Washington,
Philadelphia, New York, that series of East Coast cities that even
before the War of Yankee Aggression had become as vulgar as a
row of women of easy virtue on a street corner. Some believe the
war divided America's history in one stroke, all at once advancing
Northern manufacturing and the forward parade of Yankee progress.
But by December 1842 the North had swelled so hastily it simmered
with industry and crime and most of all too many people, while
Southern towns like this remained in rural condition, natural as ever.
Wilkesboro was among those bygone cheerful hamlets that were so
numerous across the map of North Carolina they seemed like stars
in the nighttime sky, before Reconstruction hobbled the South.

My brother kept his smile and hadn't quit waving to the
townsfolk. Few returned his greeting. A yellow-skinned man and his
conjoined twin may be admitted into a village in North Carolina, but
will never be adopted by it fully.

Main Street was rounded, with a humped center and sloping
sides, and it led us across town. Chang and I were silent as we
walked; I rarely spoke to him. At all times, a wordless debate
concerning the fundaments of movement traveled across our bond
like a message across telegraph wire, and that was conversation
enough. I called this the Silence, and I was comforted by it.

The people of Wilkesboro had begun to follow us at a distance:
here two blond schoolgirls crouched behind a craggy black oak tree
to stare; there, in the Law Office Building, under the pressed-metal
facade, a few cheerful boys shouted taunts. One brave Negro walked
near us before scampering off to giggle behind some wagons
tethered to the Court House gallery; across the street near a livery
stable a woman froze in her tracks to gape at the Twins, her face
turning pale as death. A few townsfolk, however, did smile openly
at us as we passed, and let fly a friendly giggle whenever Chang
waved.

"Eng," Chang said, crimping his eyes as he often did when he
found his happy place in the world. "It is exciting, yes?" With his
free hand he smoothed the lapels of his jacket.

"Brother, I don't know what you mean."

Chang was taken off guard; he always managed to discount that
we were miles apart in temperament.

"Well," he said, searching my face, "this, I mean!" Crooking our
ligament, he drew himself in front of and even closer to me, and he

http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/s/strauss-chang.html 3/14/2013
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looked over my shoulder at the now large crowd following at our
heels. Chang and I continued to walk in this manner—nearly face-
to-face, with my brother striding backward—as he flung his hand in
the air and waved at the people. Everyone clapped. Chang swung
around to face forward again.

It was this sort of pandering showmanship that I hated, and strove
to avoid for most of my career. (Like most everybody, I am proud of
certain accomplishments: that we never participated in, nor were in
any way associated with, an American circus; my predilection for
reading, which saved me from the manner of immigrant speech that
Chang never lost.)

Main Street came to an end at the Yates Inn. A Southern
community such as Wilkesboro, in its distant relation not only to the
central government, but also to neighboring villages, believes itself
an individual, free from all others. And yet, little inns just like this
one were features of nearly all minor Southern towns, and by now
Chang and I felt at home loitering by innyards, waiting to be
admitted.

Wilkesboro's version of the Southern hostel was a two-story
unpainted log house, its modest front yard overgrown with
chokecherry. A giant woman sat on the inn's drooping front porch,
fanning herself in the skeletal shade of leafless oaks. She was some
five hundred pounds, if not more, this innkeeper. Moist patches of
her scalp were visible under her thin gray hair, like peat bog spied
through the reeds of a marsh, and her hairline gave way to a
glistening forehead just as a marsh would open onto a river.

My brother and I came to stand before her, resting our two free
hands on the porch railing. The lady innkeeper scrutinized Chang
and me in our unforgiving black. "A charming creature"—her bassy
voice wiggled the flesh hanging below her chin—"just about as
strange as they say." I could not tell whether the woman's face was
friendly or taunting. She wore a homemade dress of gray cloth-stuff
made with no thought to style. Her skin refused contour. Birds
shrieked in the trees.

I imagined this woman a courtier in His Majesty King Rama's
palace, bejeweled, dressed in silk while four or five husbands
danced around her, runty men with short life spans.

To her left stood a frowning boy in a straw hat with a crooked
rim. To her right, a pair of blond women—her daughters, I guessed,
though they were not so young—Ilong-faced, flat-chested, and each
with lip rouge on her front teeth. The taller one's eyes flickered
impatiently, like the wings of little birds. The way she did not turn
away in horror gave me the urge to saw through my ligament. It was
the light at that hour, or my fatigue pressing in, but I believed she
was smiling at me.

http://www.nytimes.com/books/first/s/strauss-chang.html 3/14/2013
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My brother's skin was mucky as the Mekong itself, his breathing
a gasp.

The declining sun acted on the girl's fine hair, cutting it into
elements of gold and pink gold and shadow. She blushed and bowed
her head, but she continued to peek at me from under her brows
with eyes the color of blueberries. She bit her lip. A young lady was
looking at me, of all things, and smiling. I could not fathom it—
looking into my eyes! I returned her stare, I don't know where |
discovered the courage.

Only a few seconds passed, evidently, though I was sure the
moment slipped from the calendar. For the seeming eternity I stood
there, my heart pounded only once, a single thunderclap, echoing.
This strange girl's clear eyes looked like safe worlds in which to
escape the circumstance of what [ was.

Chang's heart, too, began to go frantic for this tall blond
innkeeper's daughter—I felt it. Was it me the girl was fixing her
gaze on, or the twin close at my side?

The whole time, the girl's sister stood in shadow and chewed at
her nails. But before long this one was looking up into my face, too,
without smiling or frowning. The entire town had gathered behind
us, watching everything. And the sisters' large mother leaned
forward in her groaning seat and straightened her dress, patted her
hair.

"Jefferson," the large woman said to her boy. "Go get your
father." Daintily, she removed a little gnat that had flown into her
mouth. "Tell him I found a pair of husbands for your sisters."

I swear the townsfolk cheered.

(C) 2000 Darin Strauss All rights reserved. ISBN: 0-525-94512-1
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Transcription State of North Carolina. By the Justice of
the County Court of Wilkes County. It
having been certified to us that David
Yates late of the county died having made
no last will and testament in writing, and
Eng Bunker having made applecation to
this court at November tenth 1851 for
letters testamentary upon the estate of
the said David Yates dec.d which is
granted and bond and securely entered
into according to law in the sum of Twenty
Thousand Dollars. These are therefore to
authorize the said Eng Bunker
administrator to enter upon the goods and
chatel rights and credits of the said David
Yates deceased and the same into his
possession take and dispose of according
to law. Witness W. Maston Clerk of Wilkes
County Court at office November 10th
1851. W. Maston, CIk.
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Google Image Result for http://www.christies.com/lotfinderimages/D54365/chang and e... Page 1 of 1

25 1 4 8 Google images

Website for this image
Images. [CHANG AND ENG]. BUNKER,
Chang and Eng (1811-1874). Enlarge & Zoom

['CHANG AND ENG"]. BUNKER, Chan chvisies con

signed ("Chang Eng"), to N. B. Blunt, 3| Fuii-size image
leaf, some age-toning, remnants of tipp 213 x 340 (Same size), 9KB

Search by image

Type: JPG

Images may be subject to copyright.

Lot Description
["CHANG AND ENG"]. BUNKER, Chang and Eng (1811;
May 1835. 1 page, 8vo, integral address leaf, some age-|
"WE WERE IN SUCH CONFUSION YESTERDAY...", th
not an opportunity of saying to you how grateful we feel
May we request of you to accept from us a few cigars wh|
something to offer you more worthy of your acceptance.
"Siamese twins" to the English language. Discovered by
international celebrities and toured with P.T. Barnum as
Carolina plantation and became slave-owners. They mar
LETTERS BY THE TWINS ARE RARE. None have appe

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.christies.com/lotfinderimages/D54365... 3/19/2012




State of North Carolina

Wilkes County

Know all men by their presents that we Charles Harris and John Holbrook just

in the state aforesaid are held and firmly bound unto the State of North Carolina
in the just and full sum of Five hundred pounds, Current Money of the State to be
paid to the said State of North Carolina; for the payment of which well & truly to
be made and done, we bind ourselves our heirs executors & administrators
jointly and severally & firmly by these presents Sealed with our seals &, dated
this Thirty first day of October A.D. 1839.

The Condition of the above obligation is such that whereas the above founder,
Charles Harris hath made application for a Licence for Marriage to be celebrated
between him and Fanny Baugues of the County aforesaid; Have in case it shall not
hereafter appear that there is any lawful cause or impediment to obstruct said
marriage, then the above obligation to be void—otherwise to remain in full force
of virtue.

Charles Harris (Seal)

John ( his X mark) Holbrook



FamilySearch.org — Free Family History and Genealogy Records Page 1 of 1

North Carolina, County Marriages, 1762-1979 004364152  Image 456 of 859

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-266-11768-148937-35%cc=1726957 3/2/2012
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North Carolina, County Marriages, 1762-1979 004364150  Image 1229 of 1301

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM?9.3.1/TH-266-11928-76309-57?cc=1726957 3/2/2012
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nited States Census (Mortality Schedule), 1850) North Carolina ~ Wilkes Image2  of 5

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM?9.3.1/TH-266-11064-98267-17%cc=1420441 3/2/2012
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FW.' . ) e 4 .
: Fountain Inn (hotel)
. " BaLtimore Mde
S ‘ .~ Jan.ary 27, 1932
: Charles Harris

» ‘ho g V - >

Capt Wiuiam Daivs

- Newburyport, mn. /
Ktual record of travels and money roco:lvod'

Money not coming 1n account of oad weather, rain
and snowe

j Chang mlg had the usual "pain in the side"
- and a Doctor was callod in to attend. 1

if bmrloa ‘Harris was a Doctor why did he not
" gttend to the sickness?

(




Sheriff's receipt :: Eng & Chang Bunker- The Siamese Twins

The Siamese Twing
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Object Description

Rating Based on 0 rating(s)

Title Sheriff's receipt

Title Note Title supplied by repository

Creator Staley, E.

Date 10 February 1854

Description Receipt related to the settlement of the estate of David Yates of Wilkes County. Eng Bunker served as administrator of the estate.

Subject Name Bunker, Eng, 1811-1874.

Yates, David, 1792-1851--Estate.

Subject Topical Conjoined twins.
Abnormalities, Human.

Subject = = o

Dieerastic Wilkes County (N.C.)--History.

http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/bunkers/id/481/rec/55
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R Y +. Charles Harris
i 1% " Weatern Exchange (hotol)
st ; ; - Augurn, NeYe .
J . ; July 1832

 capk thliam Davis
N-wbury Port Mass

The usual accounting of the Managor of the’
traveling Siamese Twins.

S
S e
L i

Py - $500,00 1s remitted to the "Owners"™ of the
w . Slamese twins.... this 1s a large amoun of
‘3~ money and would probably equal $5,000 today

‘w

Their travels plans were changed aue to!
Cholera reported in certain places.

Tom - was sent home. he hud helped

.take care of the Siamese twins. There was
ususlly two or three people traveling withk the
twina’énd they stayed at the best hotels,

' it 1is intoroating to note that one man w0uttah01
ahead of the tour to put out notices and handbi:
bills in order to draw a crowd.




Western Exchange Auburn, NY

July 1832

Dear Sir

Your letter of the 23" is just received ad | am glad to find that the Draft for $500 has been duly
received. Tom has gone home. | gave him $30 to bear his expenses to Newbury Port and desired him to
account to you and pay you over any balance remaining over his travelling expenses—which he will, of

course, do.

Chang-Eng did not like to keep Tom any longer under the same arrangement, as Mrs. Coffin made
with him, for his board above cost--51 __ s day in addition to his wages as they thought that they might
get us well attended for $25 which was the monthly sum paid to the boy who traveled with them last
summer of which sum of $25 per month included any expenses except travelling and which was
considered too ___ him by them.

I had some thought of sending home the Accounts of receipts by Tom, but this, | declined doing so |
think from the tone of your letters we shall soon have an opportunity of seeing Captain Coffin and | am
unwilling to lose such an opportunity as that will give me of having him (Captain C) examine the
Accounts and vouchers and so close the transaction satisfactorily as there is nothing more unpleasant
then an unsettled account; and ask, in the present use | am account able for a considerable sum, so, |
am the more ______ to have a regular document showing that | have delivered all the Accounts and
Documents and therefore have the responsibility taken off my shoulder. This | am sure you will allow in
the course for me to persue to bring the matter to a satisfactory conclusion.
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My dear Chang-Eng, Alston Yates told me
on yesterday that he had concluded to
stay with his uncle and so cannot go
down to take care of your affairs. I am
pressed for time in writing this being
court week -- Excuse. Yours truly, C.
Harris, 22nd March 1849. Wesley
Reynolds happens to be standing by me
while I write and says he will write you on
Sunday next.
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. 2 James Halo :
e Loy , - Boston Mass
/ Nov 6, IB33
To

Chirles Larris
.~ Tusoaloosa Ala .
. (w-ith.tbo Siamese Twins)

o
y- -

~The tvinl are still on the road trying to maxo

moneye

" men"

They are now el‘ynra.df age andj"thoir owp

' The money they raice  NOW 1. thoira snd will not

ce turnod over to qut Ccoi'fine.

Mantlon is made of Havans

“and Siam. not that

/they ‘have been there but they discuss it.
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In 1865, conjoined twins Chang and Eng Bunker were living in North
Carolina when Eng was suddenly drafted to fight in the Civil War.

The Thailand natives were living in Traphill, North Carolina as naturalized
citizens when the Union army raided the area and drafted some of the
locals to join their army, despite the fact that many of them, including the
Bunker brothers, were Confederate supporters.

Union General George Stoneman put the names of all men over 18 years of
age into a lottery wheel and selected names at random. Eng’s name was
drawn but Chang’s wasn’t. Since the conjoined twins could not be separated
by surgery because their livers were fused, there wasn’t much that
Stoneman could do. Neither brother ended up fighting in the war although
both of their eldest sons, Christopher Wren Bunker and Stephen Bunker,
joined and fought for the Confederacy. Both Christopher and Stephen
survived the war but Christopher was captured and spent nearly a year as a
prisoner of war at Camp Chase in Ohio in August of 1864.

Sources:

“Touring the Carolinas’ Civil War Sites”; Clint Johnson; 2011

Smithsonian Magazine; The Civil War: 8 Strange and Obscure Facts You
Didn’t Know; November 15, 2011:
http://blogs.smithsonianmag.com/history/2011/11/the-civil-war-8-
strange-and-obscure-facts-you-didnt-know/
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The Museum has drawn from a wealth of
resources to develop the story line for this
exhibit. Because the Siamese Twins held
worldwide interest for so many years, much
was written about them. We are still learning
of yet untapped resources.

In some instances, information from
different sources was contradictory. But to
the best of our ability, we have verified the
information presented in the exhibit. We
have drawn from information contained in old
newspaper articles, of which there are many:
from magazines; from encyclopedias; medical
journals; lectures; stories and recollections
of descendents; the North Carolina Division
of Archives and History; from Irving and
Amy Wallace's book, "The Two" published in
1978, and now out of print; and from the
dimensional and non-dimensional artifacts in
the Museum collection.



The Mount Airy Museum of Regional History
is pleased to present the permanent exhibit

“y;v‘o &mark}ife It've.f"

The story of Eng and Chang Bunker
The original Siamese Twins

Researching the lives of Eng and Chang Bunker, the original
Siamese Twins, has been an unforgettable journey. The
journey, which lasted of f and on for a period of two years,
will not be soon forgotten.

To reflect on the lives of these two human beings is a life
lesson; not simply about the subjects, but also about man's
inhumanity to man, about greed, about mockery, about
conscience and our need to reject those who are different.

But most importantly the remarkable lives of Eng and Chang
stir the emotions to want to love more, to be more
compassionate, to be more tolerant, and more forgiving.

2




About The Exhibit...

"Two Remarkable Lives”, an exhibit on Eng and Chang Bunker, the
Siamese Twins, is for all practical purposes now complete. In
reality, it may never be complete.

Several factors have had considerable bearing on the exhibit.
Many descendents, said to be 1,000 plus, are still not comfortable
talking about their roots. They have told us that for many years
there was a degree of shame associated with being a descendent
of the Siamese Twins. For others, there were "broken fences"”
that needed mending, suspicions as to who the rightful heirs were
to some of the artifacts, and how and when they were obtained.
In recent years, descendents of both Eng and Chang have held
"united” family reunions, with a redeeming grace.

In the meantime, the telling of the story of the Siamese Twins,
using the artifacts now in the Museum Collection was so
compelling, it was decided we should move ahead with the exhibit
and not wait until we have all of the artifacts we are hoping to add
to the collection.

The first panel in the exhibit is a chronology of events
surrounding the lives of Eng and Chang.

The four story panels, in the front of the exhibit, provide us an
opportunity to examine their lives more closely. In the first
panel, we learn something of the medical phenomena of their being
conjoined. From the second and third panels we are able to
capture an image of the twins as individuals and to learn that their
condition did not prevent them from maintaining their own family
unit. And from the fourth panel we learn that the cloak of
curiosity that surrounded them in life followed them even unto
death.

All of the artifacts in the exhibit have been given or are on loan
to the Museum by family members.
3
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About Their Lives...

-During the twin's tour of some American cities in 1829, they were examined
by “a distinguished surgeon” of Philadelphia, who advised against separation.
They were 18 years old at the time, and the surgeon’s report contains some
interesting observations: "Their voices are disagreeable, coarse, and
unmusical - apparently under the influence of their age and puberty. They
are not observed to converse with each other often. By many this
circumstance has been ascribed to an indifference to each other, supposed
to arise from a feeling that they mutually interfered with each other's
independence and comfort. That is not the case, it is simply they have no
information to communicate to each other. Each being under precisely the
same circumstances and having the same opportunities of becoming familiar
with such events, are usually the subjects of ordinary conversation. Talking
to each other therefore would be like an individual talking to himself."

-That they lived for 63 years, attached to one another, is truly amazing.
That they had frequent disputes and sometimes resorted to physical
violence against one another should come as no surprise. Judge Jesse
Graves of Mount Airy, a friend and counsel to the brothers, recorded
several accounts of their being in court for affrays against one another.

-The twins had, since their youth, shown an interest in the opposite sex.
Many young women were attracted to them, and Eng and Chang frequently
fell in love. They had dark skin, shiny black hair and were always well
dressed. The following prose is from a September 15, 1831 note, in the
Museum collection, signed by Sophonia Robinson. She is believed to be the
“Sophia" Irving Wallace writes about in his book, and describes as a member
of London society, who fell in love with both twins. When she learned she
could not marry both of them, she abandoned her pursuit. The note was
given them on their departure for America in 1831,

Go youths beloved to distant glades
New friends, new hopes, new joys to find
Yet sometimes deign in other lands
To think on her thou leav'st behind
Thy love, thy fate dear youths to share
May never be, in my happy lot;

But thou may'st grant this humble prayer
Forget me notl Forget me not!

4




-Gus Rich was a tinsmith who had moved from Salem to Mount Airy in 1871.
Ina letter to his father, Jacob, Gus gives a vivid description of what he said
was his greatest job during his three years in Mount Airy. In his own words:

January 19, 1874

Dear Father Jacob,

I write you a few lines this morning; I suspect you heard
the Siamese Twins are dead. I got an order late
Saturday evening for a large tin coffin. I made it. I
worked nearly all night, finished it about noon yesterday.
Cut out yesterday afternoon and soldered them up. It
was a sight the people that was there. It was a long
time before I could get my foot in at the door, so
crowded. It was like a camp meeting so many people,
horses and carriages. It was most night before I got
through soldering them up. They are not going to bury
them but keep them in the house. I expect they are
afraid somebody would steal them. The Siamese Twins is
the greatest human curiosity in the world & who ever
thought I would be the man to solder them up. I had to
cut into 34 big sheets of tin to make the coffin. I have
a notion to charge $20 do you think that would be about
right? Their death was sudden & unexpected - on Friday
night late yet they were unusually cheerful & went to bed
all right. A little before day on Saturday morning Eng
found his brother dead. He called for the family to get
up, said he felt himself failing complaining
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of pains in his limbs & died about two hours after the
other one. Chang the smallest one died first had
something like palsy about a year ago & I believe he got
it again & died with it & soon as he was dead the disease
passed right into the other one. All the doctors went
out Saturday morning prepared to cut them apart, but
they were both dead when they got there. I heard
somebody say that Chang had always been accustomed to
liquor, but had not used any for a few days & perhaps
caused a reaction. They had intended going out showing
had they lived. I wrote a letter to Edward Blum & he
will probably put something in the paper about it. They
were both real business men & had large families. I
hope this will find you, Leander doing well. I have good
deal of work just now, but we will come just as soon as
we can fix things. Mary sends much love also respects
to Martha. The Siamese twins were nicely dressed in
black with slippers on I helped lift them in their coffin it
was a strange sight. I must close with our best love I
remain.

Affectionately
Augustus

It was a sight to see the people that came in my house
to see me make the coffin. It was the greatest job I
ever done. I send you a sheet of sheer iron by Beeche's
wagon. You must go over soon. I send a drop of solder
that dropped on the coffin as I was soldering them up
yesterday.
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Email mamrh@northcarolinamuseum.org
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SIAMESE TWINS PAPERS [Addition] . P.C.

On Tour (Connecticut-Virginia)
Wilkes and Surrxy Counties

1829-~1874; 1952-1969

See Also:

State Library: Kay Hunter, The Storv of the Original

Siamese Twins, (New York, Coward-=ticCann,
InC.; L1963y,

Finding Aid completed by Ellen Z. McGrew, 3 August 1971.
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Collection: SIAMESE TWINS PAPERS : P.C. 916.1

See Thurmond Chatham Papers, P.C. 1139.1
1 folder--"Letters to and Notes of Siamese Twins and Dr.

Charles Harris, 1831-1844 [1845], 25 items." '

This folder contains 12 letters written by James H. Hale
to Charles Harris, September, 1831, - June, 1834. Both men
were travel agents for the Siamese twins. The first letter
originates in Portland, Maine, where iHale is with Chang and
Eng; the balance is from Boston and addressed or forwarded to
Harris on tour with the twins in Frederick Town, Md&.; Wash-
ington, D. C.; Richmond and Petexsburg, Va.; Greensburg and
Pittsburg, Pa.; Wheeling, [W.] Va.; Zanesville and Cleveland
Ohio; Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Charleston, S. C.; Raleigh, N. C.;
and Winchester, Va. The subject matter of the letters reifers
to payment of a loan through "friend Bunker", 1831l; arrange-
ments for rooms and exhibition halls; pcor patronage in
Washington, etc.; plans for foreign tours (france, Canada,
Havana); avoidance of exhibition tax; prcparation of a new
pamphlet to let public know twins are "no longer slaves"
1833; and details of conflict with Captain and Mrs. Abel
Coffin, especially over Coffin's attempts to confiscate the
personal proper ty owned by- the twins duxring their mluoritjn
A number of letters contain poriiocns adérc 551rc Chang and
Eng, who are affectionately callea "Qui Hi" and "Cherokee

rascals."

In addition, two letters to Haxris from A. Lawxence
Foot, M¥.C. £from Penzsylvania, refer to @ law suit, 1832,
and a pension for Jamison (?; Yeates, 1842; both letters
contain messages for Chang anda Eng.

Three letters of 1843 from James Hale are adéressed to
Dr. Charles Harris, postmaster, Trap ¥ill, HWilkes County. ®
The March letter notes the twins have ceasced to correspond
with their former fxrlends; the July lectter rnotes the marriage
of Chang aand Eng, calling it a "stupiéd scrape"” and expressing
fear it will lead tc a "desire to attempt a surgical operation
upon themselves; "in August, [i843] thexe is reference to a
"difficulty" between Harris and the twins.

Eight miscellaneous items include an expense account at
Bridgepoxrt, Comn., 183ij @ reccipt foxr 500 "secars" fron
Bunker and Company, 1l831l; receipt for 4240 pounds hauled
from Raleigh to Trap Hill, July,; 1840. A receipt to Di.
Charles Harris in 13844 lists Buck's Theological Dictionarv
and Abbot's Young Christian. A court crder of 1845 directs
Charles Harris to take a district tax list.

Completed -by Ellen Z. McGrew, 15 March 1l972.




STAMESE TWINS PAPERS ‘ B0, Mises 2
Mt. Airy, North Carolina

1829-1833; 1929; 1962

Further correspondence includes letters to Mrs. Coffin
from E. Everett in London. A letter from lNessrs, Baring Brothers
& Company, London, 1830 to Captain Coffin gives detailed and explicit
instructions relative to purchasing and shipping coffee. James 1.
Hale, apparently the twins' manager in Coffin's absence, wrote his
troubles to Captain William Davis, Jr., Newburyport, Massachuseits.
He complains of Mrs. Coffin's interference and threatens to resign
if she continues. From Reading, Pennsylvenia, he gives an account
of difficuties travelling in the snow and the unfortunate effect

of the weather on attendance.

" Arthur W. Towns, Syracuse, New York, February 6, 1929,
in a letter to Dr. John L. Coffin, Boston, injuires about his
grandfather Captain Abel Coffin and gives infommation he has on
him and other individuals connected with the twins,

Two miscellanesous items are a list of imports and
exports, prices from Patavia,-October, 1633, and an agreement
(undated) between Abel Coffin arnd Charles narris for the latter
to take charge of the "Siamese Youths" until Captain Coffin
arrives in the United Statese.

, Septerber 2,

A magazinz
1933, entitled "That Vas ! Siamese Twins,"
by Hormer Croy, and &« nzwssapsr ¢ e Alons &t Last:
The Stran: ze ﬁL-la-Tf’e ol the Slsyese Tar reels," by Jonathan

Daniels in the Lews cad Coserver, October 28, L?UZ, as the titles
indicate, give acccunts of the twins,




Distaton of Archiluss and Sunugeripts
Brtate Department of Archives and History

Ralelylh, North Carelina

W™

Hisce

Collection: STAIESE TWINS PAPERS : P.C
Mbe Airy’ NOI"bh C&rolim :

1829-1833; 1929; 1962

Physical Description: Letters, agreement, import and export lists,
newspaper and magazine clippings. Photoduplication. 3L items.

Acquisition: Purchased fram Miororeproduction Laboatory, Cambridge 39,
Massachusetts. (Dr. Thomas E. Andrews, Archivist, Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities, 1Ll Cambridge Street,
Boston 1L, Massachusetts)

1962, August 23

Description: These laetters and miscellansous iben
the Coffin Colliection in the Society for the ?Pr
England Antiguities.

15 are copies from
reservation of New

The letters (1&29-18,2) f“ﬁ. Cantain Abel Cu**hn to his
wife Sus:—.u,\.....,.\..n... Abel &nd Susan frow ks u.-,_,J Sachem &t Sea
tell of his acquisition of two Chinese toys, seventeen years old,
grown together but extraordinarily healthy, who he hopes "will
prove profitalle as & curiosity.® Captain Coffin's and his wife's
letters from London report the twins, Eng-Cheng, as well, that thay
are good voys, nave learned Engiisn easily, aind are popular; fron
Liverpool, lMrs. Coffin mentions their tour of Scotlarnd and Ireland;
and from London again describes their house in the West End and the
Exhibition Hall on Regent Streeb whexre Zng-Cheng were on display
from eleven in the iorning until four in the afternoon., Captain
Coffin's letters from board ship en route Vo Batavia, to his
family.in Newburyporbt, urge her to be kind %o the twins but to
discipline them, and suggests she employ Mr. Hale's help. From
Sourabaya, Coifin writes that he hopes th2 twins are well received
in America and agaiu suwge5us nale as the best man te look out for
their welfare. He wrote from Bath, in 1832, of locating Eng-Chang,
who seemed glad %o sae him and agreed to nake & settlement; a post-
sceript added that the twins were going to Ohio.




PROSPERITY ON

It was certainly due to something more
than chance that Mt. Airy has been chosen
as the home of hundreds of incoming
citizens and scveral of national and inter-
national repute. After traveling pretty
much the world over, Eng and Chang
Bunker, the celebrated Siamese Twins,
settled here and spent the last years of
their lives. They had had opportunity to
see almost every beautiful spot on both
hemispheres, but chose Mt. Airy as chiefest
of all.

For years they had been star attractions
in P. T. Barnum’s “Greatest Show on
Earth.” Retiring, they resided near Mt.
Airy for many years, having married sisters,
and each was the father of ten children.
Over one hundred grandchildren, all
healthy and normally developed, live in
this section, and are highly respected
people. Two of the sons are among the
most prosperous farmers of the town. One
of the daughters is a talented singer; and
the families have intermarried with cul-
tured pcople throughout the section.

Daniel Boone once was a resident here;
and no less a personage than “Uncle Joe”
Cannon, the ex-speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, was born
in a nearby county.

Mt. Airy combines the green fields and
pastures, and clear running rills of New
England with the delightful sunny climate
of the Southland; and its beauty of setting
and environment is particularly its own,
and hardly to be found in any other spot.
On a plateau semi-surrounded by a crescent
of fertile valleys, and bounded in the
distance by the beautiful mountains of the
Blue Ridge, Mt. Airy has a vista for the
eye that never surfeits or tires. The main
street of the town reaches for more than a
mile along the very ridge of the plateau
and forms a drive of singular beauty.

As the town's greatest industry is the
granite business, so, as might be expected,
there are many beautiful examples of stone
architecture, including four large churches
of beautiful design. Furniture, carriages,
and sundry other manufacturing industries
help supply the sinews of stability. The
residences and homes of the people reflect
a high degree of prosperity, and leave an
impression upon the visitor that never can
be forgotten. Here repair every year hun-

THE PIEDMONT PLATEAU
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dreds of well-to-do families from the
Southern States to escape the oppressive
heat during July and August, and to enjoy
complete relief from mosquitoes. A few
miles from town, and now being connected
by a new macadamized highway is the
White Sulphur Springs Hotel. This is a
famous resort, and a spot of natural beauty

ENG AND CHANG BUNKER
The " Siamese Twins' who were born, lived and died
inseparably joined together at the breasts. They chose
Mount Airy for their home after traveling extensively

which is enjoyed by hundreds of guests
every season. The waters are not only
refreshing but curative, and are said to
overcome tobacco and alecoholic effects
equal to the famous European Spas.

If Northern people seeking respite from
extreme wintry weather, yet desiring a
touch of invigorating climate, could only
learn the beauties of Mt. Airy, it is certain




-- That Eng and Chang Bunker were the first Buddhists to enter this
country.

-- That Eng and Chang Bunker brought the first Siamese Buddhist text into
this country.

-- That Eng and Chang Bunker remain the only conjoined twins to have
children.

--That Eng and Chang Bunker lived to be 62 years old, longer than any
other conjoined twins.

-- That Chang died first on January 17, 1874 and Eng died several hours
later.

-- That Sarah died on April 29, 1892 and she is buried in a cemetery with
slaves and some of her children, on

Bunker property near the White Plains Baptist Church.

-- That Adelaide died at the age of 94 on May 21, 1917 and is buried
beside Chang.

-- That their bodies were autopsied at the Mitter Museum in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

-- That their last living child, Robert E. Bunker (named after Robert E. Lee),
died on January 25, 1951
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Family F17252
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Parents:
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Names:
Name [2}: Georgianna, Columbia
Surname [?]: Bunker

Gender Female

Dates and Places:
Birth Date: 9 May 1863

Family F17322

Parents: Eng Bunker
Sarah Yates

Siblings: Robert Bunker
Katherine Bunker
Julia Bunker
Stephen Bunker
James Bunker
Patrick Bunker
Rosalyn Bunker
William Bunker
Fredrick Bunker
Rosele Bunker

Search nokbot's Individuals

<%{ ancestry.com

Family Relationships:

Birth: 11 May 1811
Birth: 18 Dec 1822
Birth: 17 Apr 1865
Birth: 10 Feb 1844
Birth: 31 Mar 1845
Birth: 12 Apr 1847
Birth: 15 Dec 1848
Birth: 30 June 1850
Birth: 27 Jan 1852
Birth: 31 Jan 1855
Birth: 1 Feb 1857
Birth: 1 June 1859

Georgianna Bunker Birth: 9 May 1863
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New York 16 Feb 1850. Dear Friends-- We are glad, after so long a delay to
be able to advise you that We have Shipped the articles you ordered,
together with a case of goods from Mr. Hale, by the [?] Ann for Petersburg
addressed to Smyth & Dunn whom we have requested to forward them to
Mr. James McKinnan at Raleigh. We have written to Mr. McK begging him to
keep the goods till you send for them; and told him you would send him the
amount of the expenses from hence--which we would have paid had it been
possible to ascertain the amount. If you have had as mild a winter as we
have had you will not have needed the stove. We have had very little cold
weather, and snow only once. With regard to Dr. Doty's note, as we have no
business transactions either with him or my brother there is no inducement
for our assuming any responsibility and we must decline doing so. The
Doctor has no means at all, and we were obliged to discount a note for him
to enable him to pay your expenses home. Therefore, we think there is no
probability at all that he will be able to pay your note when it falls due. He is
about going to try his fortune in California and we have no doubt he will
remit the money the moment he is able, as we have no doubt about his
honorable intentions. If we are not mistaken you promised to renew the note
if not paid, and indeed if you do not, it would be very hard for my brother.
We hope you may receive your things without much more delay, and with
our best respects to your ladies, and the assurance of our regard, we are,
truly yours, Bunkers.
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