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THE FRANKLIN HOUSE

About fifteen miles west of Mount Airy, North Carolina, where
Haystack Road crosses the Fisher River, The Franklin House, a
Georgian-Federal, two-story frame dwelling, sits atop a knoll
overlooking acres of rich, flat bottomland. Built in the 1790's
the house was the home of Bernard and Mary (Cleveland) Franklin,
parents of N. C. Governor and Senator Jesse Franklin, Congressman
Meshach Franklin, and a host of other Franklins whose descendants
now reside in all parts of the nation. After Bernard Franklin's
death in 1828 the house passed into the hands of Meshach Franklin,
known as "the most learned man in Surry County." Meshach, a man
of substantially more wealth than his father, renovated the house
adding decorative touches which make it distinctive and give it
much of its architectural significance.

In 1972 the house was acquired by the Surry County Historical
Society, which began making plans for its restoration and instituted
action which resulted in the house being entered on the National

Register of Historic Places in 1973.

The Franklin Family
Bernard and Mary Franklin
Bernard Franklin's ancestors probably migrated to Virginia
from England and Wales sometime in the seventeenth century. In
1700 Lawrence Franklin was born in Albemarle County, Virginia.
He married Mary Paine, also of Virginia, and on May 26, 1731, she
gave birth to a son, Bernard. Other descendants of Lawrence by this

and possibly other marriages may exist but no clear record has been
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Bernard married Mary Cleveland, sister of Col. Benjamin
Cleveland, Revolutionary leader and hero of the Battle of King's
Mountain, and they apparently settled in Orange County, Virginia
where their first son, Jeremiah, was born on September 2, 1754.
With great regularity, but with remarkable infrequency in a day
before dependable means of family planning, the couple was blessed
with at least ten offspring (one of whom, a first Jesse, died
before he was fifteen months old). Nine of the children appear
to have lived to maturity and to have married and produced large
families themselves.2 For a complete list of the children of
Bernard and Mary Franklin see Appendix A.

In 1769, Bernard Franklin's brother-in-law, Benjamin Cleveland
moved from Orange County, Virginia, to what is now Wilkes County,
North Carolina. The population of this region of Virginia was
increasing and with the coming of the Revolutionary War, numbers
of settlers located lands and moved their families into more un-
settled regions along the frontier. 1In 1776 or 1777 Jesse, third
son of Bernard and Mary Franklin, entered the Virginia militia
as a lieutenant to serve with Washington and the Continental Army.
At the end of his enlistment, he returned home to find that his
father and a close friend and neighbor, Dr. John Taliaferro, had
decided to move to North Carolina. Jesse set out in the direction
of his uncle's home and located land for the families on the Mitchell
River. According to tradition, the young Jesse erected cabins for
the family and the Franklins and the Taliaferros were settled in

North Carolina by 1779.3

Not much is known of either Bernard or Mary Franklin. The
only clear evidence of the level of their education is the ex-
tremely costly and well worn family Bible which they possessed.
Their most prominent son, Jesse, stopped his education at an
early age although he apparently continued to educate himself
in later years through extensive reading. A younger son, Meshach,
was referred to as the most educated man in Surry County and his
estate contained a library with enough books to have made him
the most well-read man in the entire area.4

The Franklins' adherence to the cause of the American
Revolution was already evident before they came to North Carolina.
Jesse's service in the Virginia militia and his close relationship
to his legendary patriot uncle, Ben Cleveland,were strong indica-
tions of the family's political inclinations. Although Bernard,
whose family responsibilities by now included a wife, nine chil-
dren, and a substantial number of slaves, did not actively serve
in the Revolution, several stories exist which testify to his and
Mary's revolutionary fortitude.

The most complete account of the Franklin activities in the
Revolution comes from J. F. Graves, Bernard's great-grandson, who

wrote the narrative for Caruthers, Revolutionary Incidents. After

relating the story of the family's arrival in North Carolina he
continues:

At that time the British forces having overrun South
Carolina, and being on their way into North Carolina, the
Tories, united in predatory bands, were ravaging the coun-
try and plundering the Whig families of every valuable thing
upon which they could lay their hands.

So troublesome and dangerous had they become that the
prominent Whigs were driven to the necessity of building
a fort on a hill near the town of Wilkesboro, in which
4<hey secured themselves when not actively engaged. Jesse



Franklin joined Col. Benjamin Cleveland, his mater-

nal uncle, in his efforts to drive the Tories out of

the county, or to restrain them from their predatory
habits. Of Col. Cleveland's character as a partizan
leader, the country is full of traditions, and his
severity to the Tories who fell into his hands, is
proverbial. Perhaps a few incidents that occurred

to Bernard Franklin and his family, about this time,

may somewhat illustrate the manner in which the Tory
warfare was carried on. Choosing a time when they

knew Jesse Franklin was from home, for they feared

him, a band of Tories surrounded the house of his

father and, while some kept watch on the outside,

six or seven of them went in search for plunder.

The cautious Mrs. Franklin had previously put all

her best bed clothes and table linen into a large

box and buried it in the garden, and had potato hills
made over it and planted, in order more effectually

to conceal the place where it was hidden. Those arti-
cles were then secure; but how to save the money and
other valuables now became the question. There was

an old maiden lady living in the family, called Aunt
Betty Wells, who possessed more than ordinary saga-

city and self control. While the Tories were preparing
to enter the house, she went to the desk and took the
gold and silver out of the drawer, where it was usually
kept, and put it into a long stocking which she had

just finished, and sat down on the chair, placing the
stocking of specie on her apron. When the band entered,
they found her very composedly knitting away as if nothing
unusual was taking place. They soon commenced rummaging
in the drawers of the desk and in the chests, in search
of the money which was concealed beneath old Aunt Betty's
apron. During their stay in the house, she kept up a
conversation with them continually, fearing they would
suspect her and force her to give up her treasure. They
finally left, however, without molesting her. The hidden
box in the garden and the money was nearly all of their
property that was now left. I have often seen a French
crown in the possession of Mrs. Mary Graves, daughter

of Jesse Franklin, now living at Mount Airy, which was
saved in old Aunt Betty Wells' stocking. Not long

after that occurrence the same party,with some others,
came to Bernard Franklin's again in search of his negroes
who had escaped them on their previous visit. An un-
armed man surrounded by a large party of ruffianly
robbers, has sometimes to submit to wery rude treat-
ment. On this occasion Mr. Franklin happened to have

a new hat to which one of the Tories took. a fancy and,
wishing to gratify his vanity, he snatched the new hat
from his head and suddenly clapped his own old slouch

on his head in its stead. Mr. Franklin's indignation
was irrepressible and, dashing the old hat on the ground,

he stamped it exclaiming, 'I wish it was the heart of
every Tory in the land.' The negroes which were carried
off, all escaped from the Tgries and returned in a few
weeks to their kind master.
Bernard and Mary were Baptists and were active church workers.
For a time they were members of the Mitchell River Baptist Church,
and in 1790 Barnet [sic] Franklin represented the church as it
withdrew from the Strawberry Association in Vfrginia to join the
Yadkin Association along with twelve other North Carolina churches.
Sometime after Bernard moved from the Mitchell River to the Fisher
River a new church was formed only a mile or so away, and for
years this church was known as the Franklin Baptist Church.6
One source reports that Mary Cleveland Franklin "grew near-
ly as large as Col. Ben [Benjamin Cleveland, her brother] himself
(over 300 lbs.)" Whatever Mary Franklin's size, she had survived
bearing ten and raising nine children in a place and time in which
many women died from far less. And the accomplishments of her
children--their level of education and culture, /their positions
in the community, and their contributions to the nation--indicate
that she was a woman of most extraordinary abilities. It comes
g ) N
as a surprise, therefore, to discover that for much of her life
she suffered from another, more severe, and ultimately fatal
affliction. On May 31, 1805, the leaders of the Moravian com-
munity of Salem, a flourishing community with its own physician,
recorded:
A woman, Mary Franklin, who lives sixty miles from
here in Surry County, came early in April for treatment
of a cancerous sore on her cheek which she has had for
some years. We learned to know this good seventy-year
old mother as a person who knew her Saviour as her \
Redeemer. She and her husband, Barnet [sic] Franklin, .

who often visited-her, belong to the Baptists. Her
son, Mr. Jesse Franklin, was for the last six years




one of the Senators in Congress from this state.

He visited his mother for two or three days in

April. . . . On May 27 he came for his mother,

who could not be cured entirely of her trouble

which may well be the cause of her end. On Novem-

ber 16 of the same year, the physician, Brother

Vierling, . . . met Major Jesse Franklin, at

present a member of the senate of the assembly

of this state, and learned that his mother, Mary

Franklin, had passed away on the 12th of this

month with great joy and longing to be with Christ.

Last spring she spent a number of weeks here for

treatment for a cancerous sore, and we had learned

to know her as a true child of God.
The good brethern of Salem thus paid a fitting tribute to the
memory of a remarkable lady.8

These few incidents in the lives of Bernard and Mary Franklin
are all that are known. Their memory and their contributions live
largely in the lives and records of their offspring. This is un-
fortunate because they must have been remarkable people. It was
no small task to move into a frontier region, acquire large land
holdings and a substantial amount of slave and other property.
That they did so and at the same time produced a large and influen-
tial family including a governor and senator, congressmen, and
community leaders for generations to come is striking indication
of their uncommon ability. This makes it especially fitting
that the home in which they lived while much of this was being
accomplished is being restored and maintained as a monument to

them and their progeny.

Jesse and Meshach Franklin

Two of the children of Bernard and Mary Franklin had an

especial relationship with the Bernard Franklin House and merit

particular attention in this report. Jesse not only brought the
family to this section of North Carolina and helped prepare the
cabins into which the family moved upon its arrival, but he also
led the family's move to the Fisher River from the Mitchell River
valley. According to well established tradition he assisted in
the construction of the Bernard Franklin House itself. Meshach
probably also assisted in building the house. It is certain that
he gained possession of the house upon his father's death in 1828
and lived there until his death in 1839. The evidence indicates
that it was he who renovated the house, probably in the 1830's,
and gave it many of its Federal/Greek Revival architectural

features.

Jesse Franklin

There are many biographical accounts of Jesse Franklin, most
of them brief and unsatisfactory in some way. Since the purpose f
of this account is primarily to show his relationship to the
Bernard Franklin House, the story of his rather full public and
private careers will be told only in the barest outline. Hope-
fully some future biography will supply the missing details and s
provide the full record which Jesse Franklin deserves.9

Jesse was born in Orange County, Virginia on March 24, 1760.
At sixteen or seventeen he entered the service of the Virginia
militia and served with George Washington's Continental Army for
at least a year. Upon his return home he found his family ready

to leave Virginia and was sent to North Carolina to locate a place

for the family to settle. Passing through the "Hollow" [present ™™



Mount Airy], probably on his way to his Uncle Eenjamin Cleveland's

home in what is now Wilkes County, he moved west and found a suit-
10
able site on the Mitchell River.

The "small though beautiful valley" was described by Jesse's

grandson as follows:

This little valley is surrounded on three sides
by mountains; Mitchell's river, a crystal stream,
at that time abounding in trout, running through
it. The coves of the mountains were covered with
pea vines, which afforded the best pasturage for
horses and cattle, and chestnuts and acorns sup-
plied the hogs instead of grain. Game of all kinds
abounded. Deer and turkey were very plent{ and
bears and wolves were neither few nor shy. 1

Here the family settled and within a short time both Jesse and
his father had substantial landholdings in the Mitchell River
headwaters.12

This account from the Dictionary of American Biography ade-

quately sums up Jesse Franklin's military career in the Revolution:

The region swarmed with Loyalists, and in a short
time Franklin was captain and adjutant in a patriot
regiment commanded by Benjamin Cleveland, his mater-
nal uncle. He distinguished himself at the battle
of King's Mountain, and received the sword of Capt.
Ryersom who took command of the British when Ferguson
fell. Afterwards he continued in service in the
partisan warfare of the period, and was intensely
hated and feared by the Loyalists who finally cap-
tured and hanged him with his own bridle, only to
have it break and allow him to escape. He was a
volunteer at Guilford Court-House where he again
displayed dashing courage. Thg close of the war
found him a major of militia.l

The story of Jesse Franklin's hanging by Tories has many versions
and each account has its own setting. If all the stories could be
trusted, Jesse Franklin miraculously escaped hanging at King's

flountain, Guilford Court-House, and in Surry County on the Fisher
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River, within sight of the Bernard Franklin House!l4

The story of Jesse Franklin's public career spans the revo-
lutionary and early national period. He was a justice of the
peace in Wilkes County in 1785. From 1784 to 1787 he repre-
sented Wilkes in the state House of Commons. About 1790 he was
instrumental in having the Wilkes/Surry countf line redrawn to.
include his homesite in Surry County. He was back in the state
House of Commons in 1789 and served until 1791. He served again
in 1793, 1794, 1797 and 1798.15 The remainder of his public

career seems accurately covered in the Biographical Directory

of the American Congress:

Served in the State senate in 1805 and 1806;
elected as a Democrat to the Fourth Congress
(March 4, 1795-March 3, 1797); elected to the
United States Senate and served from March 4, 1799,
until March 3, 1805, serving as President pro tem-
pore from March 10, 1804; trustee of the University
of North Carolina in 1805; again elected to the
United States Senate in 1806 and served from March
4, 1807, until March 3, 1813; was not a candidate
for reelection; appointed a commissioner to treat
with the Chickasaw Indians in 1817; Governor of
North Carolina in 1820 and 1821; died in Surry
County, N. C., August 31, 1823; interment in the
old National Park_at Guilford Battleground, near
Greensboro, N. c.16

What the account does not reveal is the quality of Jesse
Franklin's service in the state and federal legislatures and in
the governor's office. This was a time of intensely partisan
politics in North Carolina and Franklin was a staunch member of
the Jeffersonian party. His service as President pro tempore
of the Senate came at the time when Nathanael Macon was Speaker
of the House of Representatives. North Carolina Jeffersonians

were in a good position to direct the nation with each house
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of Congress headed by one of their representatives. Like Macon,
Jesse Franklin performed his service well.

Prominent in committee work, Jesse Franklin is given credit
for insuring that the Ordinance of 1787 remained in force under
the Constitution adopted in 1789. The Ordinance, which provided
a means whereby the western territories could become states, pro-
hibited slavery in the Northwest Territory. Jesse Franklin wrote
the committee report which assured that the Ordinance would remain
in effect. He was an ardent Jeffersonian, supported Jefferson's
various moves to impeach Federalists, and supported the War of
1812 until he left the national legislature. While governor of
the state he was a strong supporter of public education, although
he was not able to secure legislation to this end. His address
to the legislature contains an eloquent plea for public education
and is otherwise noted for its excellence. At the end of the
address he declined election for another term of governor on the
grounds of ill health. He returned home to Surry County where
he died in 1823. He was buried near his home at Low Gap but late
in the nineteenth century his remains were removed to the Guil-
ford Courthouse Battlefield where a monument had been dedicated
to his memory.17

It is not known why the Franklins moved from the Mitchell
to the Fisher River area, but one can conjecture that the lar-
ger, more easily accessible Mitchell River area did not contain
enough unclaimed land to provide for the Franklin sons as they
reached maturity, Again it appears to have been Jesse who led

the way and he acquired property here in the late 1780's and

12

early 1790's. Bernard and sons Meshach and Abednigo followed suit,
and sometime in the 1790's Jesse reputedly assisted his father
in the construction of his new home.l8

Around 1790 Jesse Franklin married Meeky Perkins of Rock-
bridge County, Virginia  About 1795 he built a home up the
Fisher River from his father's house, and he and hiétfamily
occupied it until his death. The house fell into decay and was
burned deliberately in February, 1968.19 The Jesse Franklin
home was apparently built on the same lines as the Bernard
Franklin house with a wing extending from the rear to provide
more room. With the destruction of this house the preservation
and restoration of the Bernard Franklin home became even more
important since it is one of the few remaining links with Surry

County's most famous son.

Meshach Franklin

Considerably less is known about Meshach Franklin than about

his brother Jesse.20

Meshach was born September 17, 1773. He
had no opportunity to fight in the Revolution since he waslonly
ten years old when the war ended. Family tradition led him into
public service and in 1800 he was elected to represent Surry
County in the state House of Commons. Chosen again in 1801, he
turned his eyes for the House of Representatives in the elections

of 1803 and 1804 and was elected in 1806. He served in Congress

until 1815. In 1824, the year after Jesse's death, Meshach

13
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Franklin was chosen a member of the Council of State and remained
until 1835. In 1828, 1829, and again in 1838 he was in the state
Senate. In 1835 he was chosen along with William P. Dobson as a
delegate to the convention which rewrote the state constitution.
Here he continued his advocacy of Jeffersonian principles, worked
for the removal of inequalities between the eastern and western
portions of the state, and urged the extension of the right to
vote to those freemen of little or no property.21

A good example of Meshach Franklin's democratic learnings can
be gathered from an 1825 broadside from an unsuccessful campaign
for a seat in the national House of Representatives. In the broad-
side "M. Franklin" proclaims himself a candidate for Congress
from the thirteenth Congressional District (composed of Surry,
Iredell, Wilkes, and Ashe Counties). He referred to his years
of service in Congress and commends the people of the district
for their support of him and the War of 1812. He commended
President Monroe for the fact that the national debt would be
paid off by 1835. He then came to the purpose of the broad-
side. He condemned the decision of Congress which gave the pre-
sidential election of 1824 to John Quincy Adams rather than
Andrew Jackson. He stated that the will of the people ought not
to be ignored by Congress (Jackson had received more popular
votes than Adams). He promised also that he would support an
amendment to the Constitution calling for the direct election
of the President by the people of the United States. The effec-
tiveness of his broadside notwithstanding, he was defeated in

this as in many other bids for Congress.

14

Although his quest for public office was not always success-
ful, Meshach Franklin remained a leader in his community and in
Surry County. He generally is credited with keeping Surry in
the Democratic camp.. Shortly after his death the rising aris-
tocracy of the county led it away politically from the Jacksonians
and into the hands of the aristocratically inclined Whigs. But
so long as Jesse or Meshach Franklin remained on the scene, Surry
County remained Democratic.23

In addition to his political leadership, Meshach Franklin

was the undoubted intellectual leader of the Surry region. 1In

Fisher's River Scenes and Characters, published in 1859, "Skitt,"

[H. E. Taliaferro] who had left the Fisher River area by 1829
spoke of the people:

They had no use for grammar nor for grammarians;

they had no dictionaries; what few literary ques-

tions arose among them were decided by Meshach

Franklin, for he was the only well-educated man

in the community, and had been to Congress.
The author's purpose was to poke gentle fun at the rustic traits
of his homeland and he exaggerated the backward quality of life
to a degree. But he apparently did not exaggerate the position
of respect and leadership occupied by Meshach Franklin.24

The inventory of Meshach Franklin's estate made at his
death in 1839 reveals a library of astounding size and quality.
The number of books and the erudition of one who had read even
a small part of them reveals Meshach to have been a man of
remarkable intellect. The rest of the estate inventory and the

thousands of acres of land which he possessed during his lifetime

reveal also a man of considerable property. That he was able to
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maintain even a small degree of loyalty among the small land-
holding voters of the region was a tribute to his ability.25
Meshach became a principal character in the story of the
Franklin House when he acquired the house upon the settlement
of his father's estate in 1828. At this point in life he had
returned from Washington for the last time as the representative
of the people of his district although he was to continue to be
active politically on a local and state level for years to come.
He was almost fifty-five years old and all or nearly all of his
ten children had been born. A partial tax listing for 1828 shows
that Meshach was the owner of more than two-thousand acres and
at least twenty-four slaves, 26
Family tradition says, and it is reasonable to assume, that
Meshach renovated his father's home and moved his substantial

1 Architectural evidence

family into it within a short time.
in the house itself indicates that most of the renovation was
done by local craftsmen but under the direction of someone who

knew of the latest styles and modes. This must have been

Meshach himself. His lengthy service in Washington had acquainted

him with the latest in decorative styles and methods. To the
somewhat austere Georgian home, which his father had constructed,
Meshach brought the latest Federal and Greek Revival details.
The details on added partitions, marbleized and wood grained
wainscotting panels, etc.--all these indicate that the house was
renovated in the 1830's or thereabouts by someone with taste and

knowledge not to be expected in this region during this period.2

16

When Meshach Franklin died on December 18, 1839, the house
and neighboring lands remained the property of his wife, Mildred

29 On her death

Edwards Franklin, as a part of her life estate.
a few years later, the house and property went to their son
Columbus Bernard Franklin.3? From his hands the property passed
to a brother, Jesse D. Franklin, and then out of the Frapklin
family in 1847.31 At this point the account of Bernard Franklin
and the members of his family most closely associated with his
house must come to an end. The family and the house played
important roles in the life of Surry County and North Carolina.

The restoration of the house and its interpretation will portray

an important chapter in the region's history.
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The Franklin House in its Historical Perspective

In 1790 his house was only a dream in the mind of Bernard
Franklin. He had come to North Carolina more than a decade be-
fore, in the midst of the American Revolution. Now the Revolution
was over and peace had come. Independence from England had brought
the young United States financial trouﬁles and threats of political
disintegration. For Bernard Franklin and his family it was a time
for recouping fortunes lost or delayed by the war. As Mr. Franklin
gained property and status in his community, his sons, especially
Jesse and Meshach, assumed positions of leadership in their county
and state. The Franklins were doubtlessly involved as North Caro-
lina first refused to ratify and then became the twelfth state to
ratify the Federal Constitution in 1789. By 1790 it was evident
that the nation was prospering and so were Bernard Franklin and
his family.

Evidence of the Franklins' prosperity was their move to the
Fisher River valley where more land was available for the ever
increasing families. Shadrach Franklin remained behind on the
Mitchell River, but Bernard, Jesse, and Meshach wanted to build
homes in the Fisher River region. When these homes were completed,
Jesse's home was the largest and nicest and survived until the late
nineteen sixties, when it was burned. Little is known about
Meshach's first home but it was probably down-river from Jesse
and Bernard. Today only Bernard Franklin's house stands as evi-
dence of a family important to North Carolina and the nation and

is illustrative of the men of that time and place and their
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contribution to the nation which they helped build.

Building the Franklin House was no simple procedure and
could not have been done without much careful planning and pre-
paration. Plans had to be drawn, a site chosen, trees to form
the timbers needed for the house's foundation had to be located,
cut, and seasoned. Boards for the framing and the siding of the
house had to be sawed, notched, fitted and planed by hand. Win-
dow frames and sashes had to be made and glass brought in from
outside the area. Brick had to be laborously made and baked on
the location. There were stair rails to be carved, doors to be
made, hardware to be made or purchased, stones for the foundation
to be gathered. All this and more had to be accomplished while
Bernard Franklin, his family, and his slaves worked and harvested
the crops and carried on the multitude of tasks necessary for life
to continue on a substantial farm in Surry County, North Carolina,
in the 1790's.

The Franklin House was completed in either 1792 or 1799. 1799
is presently painted on a brick near the top of the west chimney.
Closer examination may prove this date (or 1792 as some insist)
to be marked on the brick, but even such a marking would be only
circumstantial evidence of the precise date of the construction.
Probably the building continued for more than a year and very
likely no positive evidence will ever be uncovered as to the
exact date. Surry County tax records for 1800, however, show
Bernard Franklin's tax assessment to be high enough to indicate
that a substantial and costly house sat on his lands by that year.

So 1799 is the latest possible date for the house to have been
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built.

The site for the Franklin House was chosen with care. The
knoll on which the house was to be built overlooked fertile bot-
tomland and rugged hillsides where a variety of crops could be
grown. Bernard Franklin knew the area and its crops. He planned
to grow corn and flax and some cotton. He would»raise sheep and
shear them for their wool. Some of the corn wouid be ground into

meal at a nearby mill, and some would be added to oats, rye and

other grains to provide feed for his cattle and mash for his still.

As he made plans to anchor his house firmly on the rock outcrop-
ping at the top of the knoll of Fisher River, Bernard Franklin
must have seen these crops and many more growing on his nearby
lands, at least in his mind's eye.

Probably the first structure to be built was the log house
which would later serve as the kitchen. The men of the family
probably lived here while the main house was being constructed.
Next were the slave cabins, down the hill to the north of the
main house site; then a barn and enough outbuildings to house the

horses, tools, supplies, and food for the work crews. According

~n

to the Census of 1800 Bernard Franklin had twelve slaves. This
number would have included house servants, those too old, and
perhaps even those who were too young to do much work. This
would provide only a small labor force to build such a large
house. Jesse Franklin reported twenty slaves for the same year
so he may have 1lent his father some workmen, and he may well
have assisted in the building himself. This was no plantation

southland in which the master sat by idly as the house was beindm
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constructed by his slaves, and the members of his family probably
labored along with the slaves--although by this time there was
likely a clear distinction between family and slave tasks, with
only the easier, nicer jobs going to the family.

After enough outbuildings had been erected to sustain the
main project, the gathering of materials for the house was inten-
sified. Imagine the work it must have taken for oxen, horses,
and men to pull the main house timbers out of the forest across
the bottom and up the knoll to the house site. Then the labori-
ous shaping with a broadax began. Meanwhile the foundation stones
had been located and transported to the site and placed in posi-
tion. Slowly the outline of the house began to emerge.

Sixty miles to the south at this time, the Moravian brethern
of Salem would gather all the framing for the house at one time,
carefully marking each timber so as to indicate its position in the
finished structure. Then when all the necessary beams were on hand,
cut and marked, the men of the community would gather and the house
would be raised in a short time. Some of the beams of the Franklin
house are so marked and it may be that such a process was used
in its construction. Or the markings may have been for the con-
venience of the builders, and the house framing may have been
exposed to one or more winters before it was roofed with split
shingles and the siding put on.

Skilled carpenters, joiners, and housebuilders were few
in this region of North Carolina at that time. Probably the
owner, Bernard Franklin himself, supervised the building. The

basic house design was the standard "Quaker Plan" with three
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rooms on the first floor and three rooms on the second. A few
rough drawings, a visit or two to houses of similar design, and
maybe an engraving or two would have been all the blueprint neces-
sary for such a building project. This would account for the
asymmetrically placed windows and some of the other rather rudi-
mentary building errors. Even the use of unskilled labor does

not adequately explain the narrow and shallow hearths in the up-
stairs fireplaces. Tradition holds that, whenever a fire was

kept overnight, a slave stayed in constant attendance to prevent
damage to the house.

But at least a few skilled workmen were available as is
indicated by the nicely carved stair rail, the chamfered porch
posts, and many other such features. The original mantles and
other decorative features show an attempt at beauty and style, but
a lack of knowledge concerning the latest architectural fashions.
It is such facts as this which give the Franklin house its dis-
tinction and make it valuable in showing the architectural history
of the nation.

The large double-shouldered chimneys on the east and west
ends of the house show a blending of fashionable and rustic
architectural techniques also. The brick were likely made at >
the site and fired there. When Meshach Franklin's estate was
disposed of in 1840, one set of brick molds was among his effects.
These very likely had survived from the time the house was built.
The base of the chimneys was laid in a three to one Common or
American bond pattern and the upper portions were Flemish bond.

The smooth shoulders shed water and gave the chimney a polished

.
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appearance not usually found in this area. According to tradition,
as related by Mr. Joe Fulk, when the chimneys were finished, either
a slave or an overseer placed a board across the top of one of them
and stood on his head to celebrate the event. One might suppose
that on such an occasion some of the produce of Bernard Franklin's
still would have been utilized as a part of the celebration.

The substantial size of the house and its main timbers have
already been noted. The house was well built in almost every way.
The excellent site, a good foundation, well chosen timbers and
framing, and quality construction techniques all reflect the posi-
tion and wealth of the family. A good example of an instance in
which more than customary care was exercised is the nogging of
the walls of the house. It was not unusual for outside walls to
be framed, filled with poorly fired brick, and then siding placed
over the walls on the outside and plaster or some other finish
applied on the inside. 1In the Franklin House this was done not
only for the outside walls but for the inside walls as well. Only
in the most expensive construction would this have been done. It
not only was costly, it added weight to the interior of the house,
and made it difficult to support. But it also made the house
more soundproof, kept the heat from the fireplaces within the
rooms and, most advantageous, it helped prevent vermin in the
form of rats, snakes, squirrels, and other small animals and
the insects from entering the house. Quality construction, then
as now, was costly and time consuming, but it was worthwhile in
the end.

When the house was completed, the Franklin family doubt-

lessly moved in amidst great confusion and celebration. Again
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using the census of 1800 as evidence, only the youngest son,
Abednigo, remained at home and he was soon to leave the state
in search of a place to establish himself. Three daughters
remained at home and there was probably a steady flow of visi-
ting grandchildren and other relatives. In such circumstances
the house very likely saw many happy times.

Unhappy times came too as in 1805 when Mary Franklin spent
several weeks in Salem seeing expert medical care for a "cancerous
sore" which had troubled her for years. Neither the medical care
nor the prayers of the Moravians could assist her, however, and
she returned home to die on November 12, 1805. Bernard Franklin
continued to live in the house and farm the land until his death
in January of 1828. He, Mary, and probably his second Wife,
Susanna, were buried in the family graveyard across the road in
front of the house and, when the property passed from the Franklin
family in 1847, title to the graveyard was reserved by Bernard's
grandson, Jesse D. Franklin. Tradition states that slaves were
buried adjacent to the family burial plot and its size would
support this.

The Franklin House had yet to achieve its potential in the
way of life styles and gracious living but the arrival of Meshach
Franklin and his family promised better times. Meshach acquired
the house in the settlement of the estate following Bernard
Franklin's death. Meshach was the father of a large family,
had spent several years in Congress in Washington, and was the
most well-educated man in the county. The social and political
gatherings that naturally came to his home fitted nicely into the

substantial house. Meshach's children were the hospitable leaders
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of the younger set in the community and balls and parties vied

with the more sedate gatherings of the older members of the family.
As befitted his wealth and station, soon after he acquired

the house, Meshach Franklin decided to renovate it according to

the latest fashion. The Greek Revival period of architecture had

e

reached its peak on the American scene about the time that the
renovation was begun. Many features of the house were modified
along Greek Revival lines. Perhaps the most noticeable of these
changes was the painting of the paneling along the lower portions
of the interior walls in an attempt to simulate marble. This
marbleizing and the accompaning wood graining was probably done
by a local craftsman in an effort to reproduce a technique he had
either seen elsewhere or which had been described by the well
traveled Meshach Franklin. Fortunately most of the marbleizing
remains intact today and will require little more than a careful
cleaning and preservation. To find such an effect this old, and
in such an excellent state of preservation, is most unique and
in itself would make the preservation of the Franklin House worth-
while. Other changes made at this time probably included the
replacement of the mantles in the downstairs rooms, the moving
of the attic stairs, and the installation of a partition upstairs
to make four bedrooms out of three.

Meshach Franklin presided over his éstates from the Franklin
House for about ten years until his death on December 18, 1839.
His wife, Mildred, continued to live in the house until her death %
in 1843. Then the house and surrounding property became the

possession of their son Columbus Bernard Franklin. At his death a
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the house became the property of Jesse D. Franklin, another of

Meshach's sons, and he sold the house and some of the property
to Saint Clair [Sinclair] McMickle on May 6, 1847. The house
remained in the McMickle family until the twentieth century
when it was acquired by James Blevins. In 1972 the Surry County
Historical Society purchased it from Sam Blevins.

During the years from 1847, when the house left the Franklin
family, until it was acquired by the Surry County Historical
Society the Franklin House underwent few changes. It was wired
for electricity and its shingle roof was replaced by galvanized
metal. Some interior walls were erected to further divide the
first floor into additional rooms. The slave quarters, the kit-
chen, and the other outbuildings fell into decay and disappeared--
not without leaving remnants to be seen within the memory of some
still living neighbors and relatives of the Franklins, McMickles
and Blevins. The main farming operations of the property were -
moved to other sites and the farmbuildings also disappeared.

The interior of the house was preserved remarkably intact.

The occupants must have had much respect for the marbleized and
woodgrained paneling and doors. These were neither painted over =~
nor were they significantly damaged when the new walls Qere added
and the electric wiring was done. This was indeed fortunate as
it accounts for the preservation of significant architectural
details which otherwise would have been forever lost. The Surry
County Historical Society merely has to restore the interior to
its original state by removing the few added features and does

not face the task of reproducing long lost details. -,
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Within a few years the preservation and restoration work on
the Franklin House will be completed and the Surry County Histori-
cal Society will have a possession of which they may be justly
proud. Thousands of travelers will pass within a few miles of
the house on the newly completed Interstate Highway 77. Pre-
sumably, not only will the house be restored but at least some
of the outbuildings will be reconstructed. Perhaps small farm
plots can be planted to demonstrate early crops and agricultural
methods. A lost and significant life-style will have been rescued,
thanks to the Franklin House and those who contributed to its

preservation.
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—i}— WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY

WiINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 27109

Department of History
November 28, 1973

Mr. Robert E. Merritt, President
Surry County Historical Society
Mount Airy, N. C. 27030

Dear Mr. Merritt:

Enclosed is a copy of my "Suggestions for Restoration and
Interpretation" of the Franklin House. After completing the
sections on the "Franklin Family" and "The Franklin House in its
Historical Perspective" it was a pleasure to prepare the suggestions
for interpretation as requested by the Historical Society board.

While attempting to show the various directions which might
be taken in interpreting the house, I have also tried to indicate
which interpretive programs would be the easiest to follow and which
would be the most valuable. In addition, I have made an effort to
identify potential problems and to suggest ways of avoiding them.

These "suggestions" are designed to make it easier for the
Surry County Historical Society to accomplish its task of restoring
and interpreting the Franklin House to its fullest potential. If
I may be of further assistance, please feel free to call on me at
any time.

Sincerely,
. Edwin Hendricks, Director
Historic Preservation and Museum

Training Program

JEH:mf

Enclosure
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Suggestions for Restoration and Interpretation

The restoration of the Franklin House offers numerous exciting
opportunities for interpreting the culture of northwest North Caro-
lina during the revolutionary, early national, and Jacksonian periods.
While paying due homage to the Franklin family, it will be possible
to interpret a life style which is little understood and frequently
by-passed. The relatively large landowner, slaveholder, and com-
munity leader of the non-plantation south is frequently ignored in
the mythologized history and fiction from which so much of our heri-
tage is taken. Yet it was families such as these which produced
political and military leaders for the Revolution, molded and guided
local affairs in the early days of the nation, and provided state
and national leadership of the finest quality. The members of the
Surry County Historical Society and those who are assisting in the
restoration of the Franklin House have an extraordinary opportunity
to portray this life style in an accurate and meaningful restoration.

Plans for the restoration of the house itself are already
underway. An experienced restoration architect is drawing plans
and these should be considered carefully. His proposals should
conform to whatever interpretative motif is adopted and should be
carried through with the same care and deliberation which has
marked the work of the Society to this point. Construction com-
panies with experienced restoration crews are available in Winston-
Salem and elsewhere and their assistance should be employed whenever
possible. Careful restoration is expensive, but unskilled workmen

who are not appreciative of the value of the historical fabric with
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which they are working can do irreparable damage. This must not
be permitted to happen. The construction company and its crews
must be chosen with great care. Restoration specialists and the
staff of the Office of Archives and History in Raleigh should be
consulted prior to making all major decisions concerning the
restoration.

Interior and exterior restoration will probabiy entail little
significant change in the main house as it now stands. It is in
remarkable condition and should be altered only where absolutely
necessary for structural and interpretative purposes. The foun-
dation, of course, must be made stable. This should be done in
such a manner that the basement with its views of construction
techniques and details can remain open to inspection by visitors.
The house must be provided with lighting, heating, and probably
air conditioning. (NOTE: Air conditioning is suggested not only
for the comfort of the visitors but for the protection of the
interior features of the house and whatever furnishings and
displays are installed. From a point of view of authentic inter-
pretation it would be better to have the windows open in the
summer and fires in the fireplaces in the winter. Perhaps some il
compromise can be worked out here.) The need for restrooms is
evident but perhaps they can be relegated to some adjacent struc-
ture. Reconstructed "necessary" houses can be outfitted with
modern plumbing.

The walls and room divisions of more recent vintage should
be removed. They do serve to show what architectural changes were

made to the house over the years but would interfere with the My
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interpretative suggestions to be offered later. At some time it
will be desirable to replace the present roof with a shingled
roof of some type. There are several methods available for doing
this. They range from the installation of a split shingle roof
of the type initially used on the building to a modern cement
"shingle" installed on a board base at least two inches thick.
Fire hazards, insurance regulations, and general safety and
comfort considerations probably preclude the use of a split
shingle roof in its purest form. Some solid roof cover is almost
necessary. If possible the wide plank lathing on the roof should
be preserved, however, and perhaps some small segment of the under-
side of a split shingle roof can be left open for view from the
attic. It should be noted that the cement shingle is permanent
and within months after installation weathers to the point that
from outside the house it gives the same appearance as a roof of
wood shingles.

The support beams for the front porch must be replaced. If
possible, timbers of a size and type of the original should be
used. Perhaps an old barn, house, or other structure can be
found with such timbers intact. The porch rail and the porch
floor can be restored from the evidence which remains. Steps to
the front porch and the back door should be constructed, probably
of native stone or wood to be in harmony with the rest of the
structure.

The reconstruction of outbuildings and dependencies is a
major problem not only because of the cost involved but also

from the point of view of accuracy. It is possible that archae-
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ological investigation will reveal the foundations of the kitchen,

slave quarters, barns, and other dependencies. If so, this would
provide information as to location, size, and probably the materials
from which they werelbuilt. It seems highly probable that they
were mostly of logs. If this proves to be true, some thought
might be given to moving already existing log structures to the
site and erecting them in the proper place. These would add to
the interpretative possibilities of the site, provide housing

for possible animals and equipment, provide storage and perhaps
even a dwelling house for a caretaker. The outside kitchen, for
instance, might be furnished as a caretaker's apartment if this
were necessary, although obviously this would interfere with the
interpretative function.

At this point it might seem logical to pose the possibility
of a structure near the road, at the foot of the hill, to serve
as a visitors center, with displays, restrooms, audiovisual faci-
lities, a small auditorium, and including a dwelling for the
caretaker or administrator. If at all possible such a building
should be avoided. However skillfully done it would disrupt the
entire site. The view of the house, which is one of its most
attractive features, would be marred by a nonconforming, unauthen-
tic structure. The view of the countryside, another attractive
feature, would likewise be marred. Surel%, with the house,
kitchen and other dependencies, some place can be found to house
all of the necessary functions.

The interior of the house provides many interpretative oppor-

tunities. The period to be interpreted should be the period of Frankliq ‘

ownership--from its construction in the 1790's until it passed out of
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the Franklin family in 1847. Fortunately most of the existing
architectural and decorative features date from that period. The
painted paneling, the mantels, upstairs and down, the chair rail,
the stairs and stair rail--all these and many more features are
there for ready viewing and interpretation and with almost no
reconstruction necessary. This is an unbelievable stroke of

good fortune and should be capitalized on. As soon as the basic
repairs are made to the house, it can be opened for inspection
and visitation at least on a limited basis. This will engender
further local support and interest and should assist in the pro-
blem of furnishing the house.

Again, unless positive evidence can be offered to the contrary,
the house should be furnished with locally made furniture and furn-
ishings. To furnish the Franklin House with Williamsburg repro-
ductions or even authentic Old Salem pieces would be to waste an
opportunity to interpret an area and a culture which will nowhere
else be interpreted. Surely there are enough Surry county tables,
chairs, beds, chests, linens, and pottery to supply most of the
items listed in the estate inventories of Bernard and Meshach
Franklin. Note that there are no carpets in the inventories,
but there are several feather beds and these were highly valued.
An occasional Williamsburg or 0ld Salem piece might have made
its way to the Franklin House, but only an occasional one, and
probably only when a local product would not suffice. Here again
a careful archaelogical excavation can reveal much about the
lifestyle of the Franklin inhabitants. A well publicized search

may uncover original Franklin possessions or locally made pieces
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which can be used to furnish the house.

Interpretation of the downstairs rooms will be partially
determined by the furnishings available. If dining room table
and chairs can be found from either Bernard or Meshach's era it
would be nice to use them. The same can be said of living room
and other areas. At least one réom should probably be of Bernard's
era and one from Meshach's. It may be possible to reproduce much
of Meshach's extensive library. Bernard's family Bible ought to
be displayed,if at all possible. Any other genuine family pieces
ought to be displayed. The upstairs rooms were presumably all
bedrooms and it might be desirable to use one or two of them as
office, lounge and/or storage space. If any plumbing fixtures
or other equipment must be installed, this would be the logical
location.

Since "this house is the only visible reminder of Bernard
Franklin's most illustrious son," Jesse Franklin ought to be given
much attention in the interpretation. One of the rooms, either
upstairs or downstairs, might be devoted entirely to displaying
his contributions to his region, state, and nation. Photographs
of his house, copies of some of his letters and speeches, and

any other furnishings and memorabilia might be displayed.

Another facility which should be provided inside the house

in the initial stages of interpretation would be a room where audio-

visual and lecture presentations might be given. The Franklin
House should become a source for the dispensing of community and
regional heritage. Classes of school children will likely be

frequent visitors. And tour groups from across the country will
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be sped to within a few minutes of the house by the completion

of Interstate Highway 77. These and other visitors to the house
will need an introduction to the site and some point of departure
for their tour. Slide programs, film strips, and even movies or
TV tapes should not be eliminated as devices for interpretation.
Much of this can wait until the restoration is completed and visi-
tation is growing, but carefully made plans at this point can
prevent unnecessary re-doing at a later time and will minimize

the need for an elaborate reception center.

Beyond the house itself and any immediate dependencies which
might be reconstructed, the Franklin House lends itself very nicely
to several possibilities for interpretation. The area within view
of the house is still rural and steps should be taken to keep it
in that condition. Once restoration is completed and Interstate
77 passes through the area, the natural tendency will be for this
area to become residential and houses will be built in the immediate
vicinity of the Franklin House. If the Historical Society cannot
purchase the surrounding property at this time, it might be possible
to get scenic easements, first options to buy, or some other such
agreements from neighboring property owners.

There will be those who insist that the house be immediately
painted white and surrounded by formal gardens. This should be
done only in the unlikely eventuality that positive evidence is
discovered that this was in fact done during the period being
interpreted. Bernard or Meshach Franklin may have painted or
whitewashed the house. This can be determined from careful inspec-

tion of the house itself. It is unlikely that formal gardens ever

38

existed. Shrubs and flowers were perhaps abundant but they would
have been of a native variety and growing in native disarray. An
imported exotic plant or two may have been brought in by Meshach
during his days as a Congressman but little more than that is likely.
I would hope that offspring of Bern;:d's yellow holly might be
acquired in some manner and that these and other native plants

might not only be used to decorate the grounds around the house

but also sold in a gift shop as momentoes of the site and as a

fund raising project.

One of the possibilities for interpretation is the "Living
Historical Farm." 1In such a concept an attempt is made to provide
a working farm with tools, implements, plants, animals, and other
farm furnishings of a specific historic era. Since the estate
inventories of Bernard and Meshach Franklin are rather complete
and have extensive listings of tools and farm implements, it might
be possible to accomplish such an interpretation with minimal
difficulty. Since the entire region is still largely rural, it
seems doubtful that such a project would be attractive to the
community at the present time but it might be kept in mind for
future consideration. |

A possible compromise approach to the "living historical
farm" concept would be to design and plant a household garden on
the property presently owned by the Historical Society. Here,
near the house, some of the plants common to the area and the
time could be grown, using the organic means of cultivation of
that era. Spices and herbs could be planted on the edges of the

graden, early forms of plants once frequently seen on farms of
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the area (corn, flax, hemp, hops, cotton,and tobacco for example),
and even some of the more common vegetables in their earlier
varieties might all be planted. With careful planning such a
garden could be made to appeal even to local residents who have

farmed all their lives.

Tt does seem desirable to take advantage of the extensive
listings of farm equipment in the estate inventories and to fur-
nish the farm with the basic implements of the period. A barn
with stables and equipment rooms where the tools could be suitably

displayed and protected would probably be the best means of inter-

preting this aspect of the Franklin households. It might be possible

in the early stages of interpretation to use one of the rooms of

the main house, or perhaps the basement, for such displays. It seems

doubtful, however, that such facilities would remain adequate for
very long.

Some thought might be given to developing at least minimal
picnic facilities near the house. Perhaps one of the springs
could be opened and tables put near it. Even if drinking water
has to be provided from a well, the sight of a spring and spring
house facility is already a rarity and is disappearing rapidly
even from the most rural areas. Picnickers are an inevitable
part of the tourist trade and perhaps Mt. ﬁiry residents as well
as travellers would be attracted to such a facility. Tables and
benches could be made of native timber, left in a semi-rustic
state and thus add to rather than detract from the atmosphere
of the site. Again, adequate and inconspicuous restrooms and

trash disposal arrangements must be made.
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Interpretative and esthetic reasons make it desirable to do
something about the graveyard. It seems probable that Bernard
and Meshach and many other Franklins were buried inside the grave-
yard. Some McMickels were buried just outside the Franklin family
plot. Headstones for slave graves still exist not far away in a
burial plot near the river. It may be possible to return the grave-
yard to an earlier appearance by simply re-erecting fallen gravestones
and walls. Unless some diagram of the graves can be found, it seems
useless to conjecture about the location of individual graves. With-
in the period of interpretation of the site, graveyards were probably
cleaned of brush and weeds sometime during the fall or winter and
some more careful cleaning done whenever a new grave was dug. Grassy
plots, elaborate markers, and a general manicured appearance should
be avoided.

Some attention must be given to parking for visitors and to e
the access to the house itself. Rudimentary landscaping of a type
already discussed should be done for the entire area around the
house. A parking area for several cars should be provided but
hopefully in such a manner as to make the lone visitor seem welcome. =
(Expanses of blacktopped parking areas with no cars in them are
not an inviting sight.) Perhaps an area can be graded and graveled
and then a hardy grass permitted to grow through the gravel.

Pathways should be similarly treated to provide easy and stable
walking but without intruding into the atmosphere which is being
developed as part of the interpretation.

Whatever is done at the Franklin House should be done with a

firm interpretative program in mind. If, from the very beginning,
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a well conceived plan is devised and adopted, then many costly,
time consuming, and irritating mistakes can be avoided. The sug-
gestions made in this report are designed to focus attention on
some of the major paths of interpretation and suggest some of
their possible implications. There are, of course, many other
alternatives. The house might be restored, fitted for modern
living, and sold to someone who would use it as a residence while
contracting to maintain it in its restored condition. The funds
used from the sale could then be used for subsequent projects.
Such a plan would likely make the house ineligible for the cur-
rently appropriated state funds and seems to violate the wishes
of the Surry County Historical Society. Or the house might be
restored and used merely as a community center. Both the location
of the house and the range of possible interpretative uses would
make this seem undesirable.

By far the best use seems to be along the lines suggested
earlier in this report. The house should be dedicated to the
Franklin family and the county and area in which they prospered
and made great contributions to their state and nation. The cul-
ture, economy, and lifestyle of Surry County and the immediate
vicinity should be an integral part of such an interpretation.
With proper planning and execution the house can tell much about
the United States, the South, North Carolina, Surry County, and
the Bernard Franklin family during the period between 1790-1850.

As the world rushes madly toward a troubled future, it is
indeed comforting to have an opportunity to preserve this part

of yesterday for tomorrow.

42

APPENDIX A

The Children of Bernard and Mary Franklin

Name Date of Birth
Jeremiah September 2, 1754
Bernard, Jr. April 28, 1756
Jesse 3 March 3, 1758 died May 14, 1759
Jesse March 24,r1760
Betty March 10, 1762
Abner April 28, 1764
Shadrach April 20, 1769
Mary May 14, 1771
Meshach September 17, 1773
Abednigo May 20, 1776

The above are as listed in the Bernard Franklin's Bible in the
possession of Mrs. J. F. McNeely, a Franklin descendant, 350

W. Main Street, Elkin, N. C. Presently stored in the vault of
the Northwestern Bank, Elkin, N. C., in the care of Mr. Franklin

Folger.
~-
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APPENDIX B

To the Freemen of the 13th Congressional District

of the State of

North-Carolina.

e OISO O PO 0

GENTLEMEN':

1 nave taken this method to inform you,
that I have become a candidate for the honor of
representing this district (composed of the coun-
ties of Surry, Iredell, Wilkes and Ashe,) in the
next Congress of the United States. :

From the year 1807 to the year 1816, the period
for which I had the honor to be your representative,
the times were eXcessively stormy : our country
was involved in serious difficulties, growing out of
the injustice and injuries done us by foreign na-
tions ; and to such a length were those abuses car-
ried, that our government was driven from its
peaceful policy, and war with the aggressors was
the consequence. Your councils were steady ;
vour soldicrs, by land and sea, brave, firm and
patriotic ; and, under the blessings of providence,
in two years and cight mouths a safe peace was
obtained for our country with Great Britain.—
Early in this contest with Great Britain, one of the
Barbary powers on the Mediterranean, and the
Indians on our borders, also made war upon us,
They were soon made to feel the strength of our
arms, and a safe peace was obtained for our coun-
try from both the Indians and the Turks.

Whatever difference of opinion there might
have existed before the war, it seems there can be
but one now, as to its consequences. Our rights
are respected abroad by all the civilized world ;
our commerce extended and protected in every
sea, a confidence in ourselves and in our civil in-
stitutions ; so that we may have a well-grounded
hope and belief that the impression made on for-
eign nations, both civilized and uncivilized, dur-
ing the late war, is a better security for our future
peace and tranquility, thaa all the treaties we ever
had written on parchment.

When hardest pressed by our enemy, whatever
calls the government made upon the people, whe-
ther in taxes or for soldiers, they were promptly
met by them. This was sufficient to shew our
entmy, that he had a brave and determined people
to deal with,  And although we had spme rever-
ses, the result has, in onr own estimation, and the
eyes of the world, placed this country on high
and safe ground.

No American statesman will ever seck occasions
for quarrels or war with any foreign power, but
prudently avoid, on his part, that half of the wars
which grow out of the follics, weakness or wick=-
edness of rulers,  We are yet a young nation ; all
our interests point to peace ; and peace should be
maintaited, ds long as possible on honorable
terms.

Our late President, Monroe, in his message to
congress ; the late Secretary of the Treasury, in
his report, and our late representative in congress,
all inform us that, in the year 1835, if peace con-
tinues, without any augmentation of the revenue,
all the nation’s debt will be paid off.* This must
be pleasing to every American; and his pleasure
must be increased, in the belicf that a conviction
has been produced abroad, that it is the interest
of all foreign nations to respect our rights, and
carry on a friendly commerce with us. f

The constitution under which we live, for good
reasons, gives to the People the right to elect the
President of the United States—to be by them
elected every four years, You need not now be
told, that this right in the constitution which the
people have of electing the President, will scarce-
ly ever again be exercised by them with any toler-
able prospect of success. It is not probable that
we shall hereafter have a less number of candi-
dates for the Presidency, than in the late contest
for that office, at any succeeding election for a
President: with four, five, or six popular candi-
dates, scattered over the conntry, in the North,
South, East, West, and on the middle ground,
it is hardly to be believed, by any one, that the
people will so far agrec on any candidate, as to
give him more votes thau all the rest receive;
and if this is not done, as the constitution now is,
the election passes frem the people to the House
of Representatives.

In my humble judgment, the election of the
President can be placed no where so safely as
with the people : it is impossible that the candi-
dates for the Presidency can exercise any thing
like intrigue or management with five millions of
people ; iut confine the election within the walls
of the Capitol, and, although the representative
body may be as upright and honorable as any on
earth, there will nevertheless be jealousies, suspi-
cions and criminations, well caleulated to weaken
our esteem for a government we all so much wish
to support and maintain, The safcty and best
interests of the United States require an amend-
ment to the Constitution, which shall enable the
People to elect the President thereof ; and who-
ever may be your Representative, either in Con-
gress or in the state legislature, if an amendment
should be judged necessary by them, I am confi-
dent no time could be better selected for the pur-
pose, than the present.

Respectlully, your most obedient,
M. FRANKLIN.

LPhile White, Privtery Sulisbury, Novth Carelina.
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APPENDIX C

(1) Fisher’s Peak

MtAiny

A
P
K zh\

v

URRY
> COUNTY

(2) Governor Jesse Franklin’s Home
(8) Meshack Franklin’s Home
(4) Skull Camp Mountain

(6) Round Peak

(6) Shipp’s Mustering Ground
(7) Little Mountains
(8) Mount Airy (Called The Hollow in 1830)

(9) Rockford
(10) Jonesville

(11) Sugar Loaf Mountain

from John A. Snow's 1958 reissue of

H. E. Taliaferro, Fishers River
Scenes and Characters (New York,

9). “The map does not appear
in the original edition.
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| 7. DESCRIPTION .

(Check One)
CORDITION [C] Excelient [0 Good X Foir [ Deteriorated [ Ruins [0 Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)

X Altared (] Unaltered [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on a slight knoll near the road and facing south down the
Fisher River bottom is the two-story frame house of Bernard Franklin. The
five-bay structure rests on a stone foundation and features asymmetrical
fenestration at both levels of the main facade. Supported by six heavy
chamfered posts, the well-executed shed porch with a molded cornice runs
the length of the first floor main facade. The east bay and the two west
bays of the first floor, main facade, contain. windows with nine-over-nine
sash; the central two bays contain wood-grained doors set very nsar each
other. Each door has six raised panels and is surmounted by a four-light
transom. The second floor, has four unevenly spaced windows also with
nine-over-six sash. The sash arrangement of the facade carries around the
house, and all windows have simple architraves. Flush sheathing above a
beaded basebcard is used in the arca protected by the porch. The balustradg
of the porch is gone but a beaded board at the end of the facade shows the
outline of the profile of the handrail and of the baluster base support. A
molded box cornice across the main and rear facades has returns at the ends
of the cornice which do not enter the wall of the side elevations.

The east end is dominated by a sturdy, double shoulder chimney of
brick laid in Flemish bond. There is a door to the south which is said to
nave been connected by a low bridge to the kitchen which no longer exists.
To the north of this chimney is a window which still has its fixed-louver
blinds. The second floor has only one window to the south of the chimney,
and there are paired attic windows with four-over-four sash. The west end
has a similar chimney with the date, 1799, painted near the top shoulder
(north side) and paired windows at all three levels. The basement entrance
to the north of this chimney, has a door made of vertical boards which has

a wooden box lock and strap hinges.

The knoll on which the house stands drops sharply behind the house
with the stone foundation being about four feet high on the rear facads.
A door is located roughly in the center of this side and resemblos the fron
doors but lacks the wood graining. There are two windows to the west of th
door and one to the east. The second story has two windows, one at each
end, but there is evidence that a third existed in the second bay from the
west end. Whatever arrangement was used in getting from the back door to
the ground no longer exists. Evidence indicates that there was probably
only a flight of steps or a very small porch.

W

Basically a Quaker style plan, the house has its two small rooms to
the east with the east front door leading into the south room. The wost
front door leads into the great room which occupies the west half of the
house and contains the stair. Crude partitions have recently been ingtalle
which gives the house a central stair hall and divides the great room into
two smaller ones. Fortunately, little damage was done to the original
fabric. :

=

The first floor has a handsome wainscot consisting of horizontal
raised panels with moldad fillets below a molded chair rail which also
serves as the window sills. The wainscot has interesting wood graining,
as do the doors which have six panels raised on molded fillets. ’mroughouﬂ
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the house are simple architraves. The large, main room mantel

Georgian-Federal. It has two large horizorgltél flat panels withils’eg:ﬁi:i;gfl
ings above the fire opening, flanked by broad planes with slender, superimpose
fluted pilasters which support a heavy molded shelf that breaks out slightly
in the center and over each pilaster. The small first-floor rooms have corner
fireplaces, with the southeast room (originally the dining room) having a less
elaborate version of the main room mantel and the northeast room having a
gl:%l; mfal which has a square fire opening surmounted by one horizontal

The Federal stair, which rises along the east wall of the main room
past the door to the southeast room, has marbleizing along its string, asj::{I
as on the risers and baseboard. Slender balusters support the rounded hand-
rail which begins abruptly as it passes over a slender, square newel which
tapers upward, and the handrail ramps to its conclusion as the stair reaches
its first turn near the rear wall. Simulated panels are painted on the dado
below the chair rail as it climbs to the point where the stair winds to re-
verse its direction and reach the second floor.

The second floor appears to have originally reflected the first-floor
plan but was modified at an early date to give a central-hall plan, two rooms
deep. The handsome wainscot of the first floor is repeated on the second but
the added partitions were made with horizontal sheathing in the dado beneath
a distinctly Federal chair rail as opposed to the more transitional one of
the original work. A sgmi-enclosed stair rises in the southeast corner of
the hall, but panels in the wainscot behind it indicate that this may not
have been its original position and that it may have been moved during the
early renovation. There are two fire openings on the second floor: that in
the southwest room with a square fire opening surmounted by a horizontal.flat
panel, and that in the southeast room is a oorner fireplace with an arched
opening surmounted by a horizontal flat panel. The second floor exhibits .
several forms of marbleizing and wood graining in every room with the use of
various color combinations.

\3.

PO 921.724
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the land for him, about the time of the American Revolution. Tradition has
it that his family settled in Surry County about this same time, living in
log houses which Jesse had built until the "mansion house" could be built
in 1799. Since Jesse's own house burned, this house is the only visible

reminder of Bernard Franklin's most illustrious son. Jesse entered the Office of Archives and History 28 March 1973
Continental army and before the war was over had risen to the rank of major STREET AND NUMBER:

In 1793 and 1794 he was elected a member of the North Carolina General 109 Fast Jones Street

Assembly and re-elected in 1797 and 1798. In 1805 he was elected a member CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooE
of the state senate. In the meantime, from 1795 to 1797, he was a member Raleigh _North Carolina 37.
of Congress. In 1799, as the state swung from Federalist domination to the ['lj STATE LIAISOM OFFICER CERTIFICATIO 0 U NATIONAY. REGISTER VERIFICATION

Jeffersonian Republicanism he was elected to the United States Senate and

served as president pro tem, paralleling North Carolina arch-Republican As 155 donlioatod Btata L intoms G n oo o a

Nathaniol Macon's service as speaker of the Ilouse. TFranklin was re-elocted
to the Senate in 1807. In 1816 President Monroe appointed Senator Franklin
commissioner to make a treaty with the Chickasaw Indians; he capped his
political career by being elected the twentieth governor of North Carolina
in 1820. He died in Surry County in 1823.

The Bernard Franklin House passed from the Franklin family when Jesse
D. Franklin, grandson of Bernard, sold the 1,300-acre plantation to -Saint
Clair (Sinclare) McMickls on 6 May 1847 "but at the same time excepting the
lot called the grave yard . . . to remain the property of said Jesse D.

when it passed by marriage to James Blevins. The property was purchased by
the Surry County Historical Society in 1972 from Sam Blevins, and its
restoration is plannad.
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Tranklin." The McMickle family held the property into the twentieth century
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State of North Carolina
Bepartment of Archives and History

This is to certify that
THE BERNARD FRANKLIN HOUSE

has been entered on

THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
by the

United States Department of the Interior
upon nomination by the State Liaison Officer under provisions of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89 -665).

The National Register is a list of properties ‘‘significant in American history, architec-
ture, archeology, and culture — a comprehensive index of the significant physical
evidences of our national patrimony.”” Properties listed thereon deserve to be preserved
by their owners as a part of the cultural heritage of our nation.

oy s

Director, State Depaftment of Archives and History
and
State Liaison Officer for Historic Preservation

April 24, 1973
Date
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The basement hn a fleld stone fonndnmn, hewed log beams and wooden bars at

Surry History Buffs Get
A Chance to Honor One
Of Area’s Famous Sons

By Arlene Edwards

S1att Revorter

OWGAP — Surry County's history

buffs didnt succeed at first, so
they tried and tried again.

And they now, at long last, have
themselves one of the most dubious
looking successes you're ever likely
to see anywhere.

The dilapi aud mh Century home
of Bernard

They've only made the down

yment so far, but the owner, Sam
g‘!vm!. has promised them that the
house and four acres around it will

theirs if they can raise
proxt;na(ely $7,000 by (he end of lhe

Who, you ask, was Bernard
Franklin?

He was
Franklin.

And who, all but a very few of
you are no doubt asking, was he?

According to a historical marker
en NC. near here, he was
“Governor, 1820-21; officer in the
Ameri C

United States Senator.”

the father of Jesse

the window.

He was, in short, one of the most
impressive men who ever made his
home in Surry County.

Jesse Franklin's home was still

standing five years ago — on the
rettiest hill lo in lhu nrea where
e built it in 1705 — and the Surry

hlslury buffs had dreams of restormg

Their dreams went up in flames
in February of 1968, however.

0. B. Ashburn, who had bought the
house and 98 acres around It a month
earlier, had it burned to the
under the supervision of lha Franklin
Volunteer Fire Department

The history enthusiasts in Mount
Airy had asked Ashburn to hold the
house for them until they could raise
Lhe moqey to buy it and several acres

And mey thought he had agreed
do so.

Bu} 'hen they called Ashburn to
cell him lhey had arranged to borrow
the $8,000 he was asking he said he
had changed his mind about selling.
He was, said, going to burn the
house the next day.

Ashburn said the former awner had

The west chimney is an example of 18th-Century brick work.

Dab work covers the house’s six-paneled doors.

The old home of Bernard Franklin was built around 1792.

JOURNAL*%w” SENTINEL

Winston-SaLem, N. C., Sunpay Mornixng, Ocroses 1, 1972

®Food ® Fashions

© Section
@ Brides C

@ Women's News

told him people had talked about
restoring the house for several years
but had never been able to get the
money together to do it.

And he contended that the house
was ‘‘dangerous
anything Ielt to build to. The porches
and the roof had fallen in. Nobody had
taken any interest in it. It was just an
abandoned house.”

A former resident of Lowgap, who
visited the house with his grandmother
two months before it was ed, said,
however, that his grandmother had
commented that day about how ‘“the
roof didn't even leak.”

Almost five years have passed
since the house b , but there are
still people in Mount Mry who get
sputtery mad when they think about it

and about the marble tombstones
that somebody moved from the family
graveyard near the house.

themselves into the Slu'ry County

Historical Society, even more deter-

gmmgd 1o preserve the home of Jesse’s
T,

That house, which is on a hill
overlooking the rich bottom lands of
the Fisher River, was built at least
two K:I‘I" re Jesse's own house

as it

And historians, while eonflictin,
a number of details about Jesse
Franklin's life, all agree that his
father built on a site Jesse had himself
selected.

ir story begins in 1769 — the

%e:r Jesse was 9 — when his \mcle.
njamin - Cleaveland. moved

Vi ia down into North Clrnluu lnd
led in what is now Wilkesboro.

His move made Bernard start
thinking about the advanta of
moving his large family into =
sparsely settled area.

And when Jesse, by then a young
man of 17, had served out his year in
the Vlrgum militia, Bernard sent him
south to hunt for a homesite.

With the help of his nncle Benja-
min, who was soon to e: imself a
place of honor in the n.ltu history
through his Revolutionary War victory
at King's Mountain, he found the site
that is now bisected by Surry County's
Haystack Road.

Jesse built cabins for the family to
live in until he could return from the
war and help build a permanent home.

But if his bridle had not broken at

_mg,hl time late one evening
ck in 1781, he would not have been
alive to help build that home.

Jesse, like the rest of his kin, was
an ardent Patriot and helped put down
the Tories when they were harassing
the Piedmont. So they considered him
quite a catch when they captured him
on a backroad near )us father's house,
lrymg l:h;omnlgh salt to the family

They bound his hands, tied his
horse’s bridle around his neck, led the
horse under an oak tree and then drew
lhe reins tij htly around a limb over

his bead. J commanded him
to take the oath allegiance to the
British crown.

Jesse was about to strangle, but he
refused. And this so infuriated his

An upstairs room has a cantered fireplace with a pine baffle.

cag;on that they untied his horse,
fully confident it would run off and
leave him hanging by his neck.

The horse, for some unex
reason, stood perfectly still . . . until

one of the Tories struck it with a
bough.

In the split second before the horse
bolted away, however, the bridle
around Jesse’s neck hroka and he
dropped down in the saddle.

He was out of range o(ﬁnby!he
time the Tories cmlrl recover enough
to get their rifles and start shooting.

Things weren't much better back
at his home.

His mother, Benjamin Cleaveland's
sister, Mary, buried all the best
bedclothes and table linens in a m
box in the gard tnnndlhennlan
potatoes to disguise the fresh dis

And his old maid aunt, Aunl My
Wells, tucked all the family's gold and
silver in a stocking, hid it under her
apron and then sat calmly down fo
knit and make conversation while
Toms raided the house

box in the gnrden and the
nockmg full of treasure were all that
was left of the family’s property by
the time the war was over.

But Bernard Franklin bounced back
quickly and with the help of his sons
and a few slaves, began the con-
struction of his two-story frame house.

Bricks for the tall chimneys that
flank the house were made on the
Klmutinu, And the date 1792, written

igh on one of the chimneys, is
considered proof
finished that year.

Jesse was not married until two

ars later so it is assumed that he

ived there for a year or so with his
numerous brothers and sisters,

One of his younger brothers, in-
cidentally, was also prominent in the
wuhcnl life of his day. The brother,

eshack, served as a member of the
House of Commons, as a member of
Congress and as a Senator and helped
re-write the state constitution.

Bernard Franklin had either eight,

that the house was

nine or ten children, depending on who
is counting.

Mrs. J. F. McNeely ol Elhn a
great-great- gh-
l.er of Meshack, uys u:- hrmly Bxbln

lists nine children and that family rec-
ords show their descendants scattered
thraughout Georgia, South Carolina,
Mississippi, Missouri, Texas
several other states.

And she and other members of the
historical society are hoping word of
the restoration efforts will reach
the ones who share their interest in the
family's illustrious ancestors.

Their memories and memorabilia
— as well as some of their money
— are going to be needed if the house
is ever o be restored to its 1
Century splendor.

Complete restoration might cost as

much as $100,000, and the possibility
of obtaining federal funds and
foundation grants to foot part of the
bill is being explored.

Many thousands more would be
needed to acquire the beautiful river
bottom land across Haystack
from the house. It was once part of
the Franklin '"’M'".f.’, and reportedly
contains both an Indian burial ground
and a slave graveyard.

But, for right now, the society
members will satisfied to get rid
of the iermltes !h are chewmg lwly
ai ihe liouse's nd
protect the marbleized wamsmung
the corner mantlepieces and the one-
iece curving stair rail which are still
gihl where Jesse and his father put

Their immediate need is for nooo
to finish paying for the house . . .

it will be legally theirs ... and no
new owner can decide to burn it down.

Sttt Protes by Frank Jenes

Porch columns have four sides at top and bottom, eight in the middle.
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March 18, 2010

Surry County Genealogical Society
P. O. Box 997

Dobson, NC 27017

Dear Surry County Genealogical Society,

I am searching for the Will of Barnard Franklin who was born in Spotsylvania
County, Virginia 26 May 1731. He died 2 Jan 1828 in Surry Co. North Carolina.
He was married to Mary Cleveland. I need this Will to prove his son, Abner (1764-
1826) who was married to Rhoda Cleveland.

I am a member of the DAR and I am now trying to add my father's side. (I am also
trying to prove Abner and Rhoda's son David Yancy.)

My sources say the information for Barnard's Will is in: Surry County
Genealogical Journals 1981-2001 compiled William Hiatt (should be Wilma). It is
Vol IV, Oct 1984: Surry County Notes: Births and Deaths of Bernard Franklin
Family. I need this for my proof.

Please e-mail me with the fee. I will send you a check and a SASE. (and a donation
of course)

Thank you!

Sylvia Maehler

2021 Woodland Glen e
Escondido, CA 92027-1140

e-mail: oriskany1777 @att.net




March 18, 2010
Surry County Genealogical Society

P. O. Box 997
Dobson, NC 27017

Dear Surry County Genealogical Society,

I am searching for the Will of Barnard Franklin who was born in Spotsylvania County, Virginia
26 May 1731. He died 2 Jan 1828 in Surry Co. North Carolina. He was married to Mary
Cleveland. I need this Will to prove his son, Abner (1764-1826) who was married to Rhoda
Cleveland.

I am a member of the DAR and I am now trying to add my father's side. (I am also trying to
prove Abner and Rhoda's son David Yancy.)

My sources say the information for Barnard's Will is in Surry County Genealogical Journals
1981-2005 compiled by William Hiatt. It is Vol IV, Oct 1984. Surry County Notes: Births and
Deaths of Bernard Franklin Family. I need this for my proof.

Please e-mail me with the fee. I will send you a check and a SASE. (and a donation of course)
Thank you!

Sylvia Maehler

2021 Woodland Glen

Escondido, CA 92027-1140

e-mail: oriskany1777@att.net




Olivia Edwards
Jesse Franklin Pioneers

8 October 1780

ﬁeare.ft az;t/&er,

J don t kave muck time to write, so f I write what j can. ﬁgsterc[a}/
the battle was won. S was af}az'd- that our untrained men against the
Jories :]aroﬁ.mionaffy trained army would not bode well fér us, but Jwas

soon proved wrong.

When I Jef home, I became one of 350 men in Gof. Glevelands
army, but we were soon joined by Gharles and_Joseph MeDowell s
army of 1,100. On October 4, we reacked Gilbert Jown only to find out
that Major Patrick Ferguson had vacated the place a fow hours before.
Thiero were 900 men on korseback, Mother. Gan you imagine that 7 “We
rode in the rain, a/l night andthrough the morning, and’in order not to
alert the enemy of our position, we weren t allowed to fire our weapons to
kil game. ‘Soon we reached Droad River, 15 miles from K.ing s
Mountain. You could abmost kear the Jories celobrating their “victory "
from the river.

i IE



Olivia Edwards
Jesse Franklin Pioneers

We caught them by surprise. Zven though we were untrained; we
caught them by surprise. We kad no bayonets. The Jories did. The battle
went something fike this: We would charge up the kill, shooting and

yelling. They would charge down the hill, waving their bayonets about and
cursing us. Jhis was a repeating pattern. Ferguson rode along the top of
the kill, blowing a sifver whistle he used to signal charges. Jhe crisp
autumn air carried the smells of blood, gunpowder, and mud through the
battlefield: I saw my comrades going down on every side of me, but I kept

cﬁmjinj and . retreating at the commands OJP the colonel.

Jke cries c?f '?f‘uzza/ﬂ E?yc ’ranj t/ldrouj/fout the earf'}/ evening air.
?Ferju.fon had been shot and killed. j was wounded also, but do not ﬁar. j

was kit in the stomach, and but for the fact that J kadn t eaten in three

dby.s, Jwould have been dead.

J a&fef m}/ men Jast nzj/:t to can'}/ me to see Erju&‘on '.s‘
dead’ 50:6/. gi was riddled with spit ﬁom where other men had a/readj/ been

there to inspect it. % had seven bullet wounds, but the men said that his
horse actuaf/}/ killed Fim. Jhe Fg}/o‘ say his ﬁot  got caujlt't in his stirrup,

- 39 .



~y
-

Olivia Edwards
Jesse Franklin Pioneers

and his white horse Ji‘wef him a mile ﬁgff)re to[ tfmfanf too£ the
For.se asa .gobz'f ?f‘ war.

I must go now Mother, my men hiave prepared a fitter for me. J¢
seems the bullet wound was worse than J foared s they sent me off;
Geof. ‘Cleveland came puffing out of his tent. The colonel knelt before me
and held out kis sword. “For showing bravery and composure during
battle, J, Golonel Benjamin Cleveland; formally prosent you with my

sword, as a remembrance #' your Jizy&' under my command.

j anxz'ou.ffy await my arrival, so f can see you and Father again.

gjfea.fe send me your prayers as I travel.

our Joving son,
W/ g

Samuel

B e =
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Jesse Franklin Pioneers

Bibliography

Interview with Sarah Carson, conducted by Olivia Edwards. December 16, 2013.

The interview with my grandmother gave me the starting point for my research. She
told me one of my ancestors was at the Battle of King’s Mountain, and his name was on
the monument there.

http://www.newrivernotes.com/topical_history_biographies_captsamueljohnson.htm

This website was very detailed in Samuel Johnson'’s life. It helped me figure out his life
story.

http://www.geni.com/projects/American-Revolution-Battle-of-King-s-Mountain-
1780/2303

This website gave a lot of information on the war, but not much on the people. It only
gave profiles on the “notables”, though it did have a complete list of soldiers.

http://ncrevwar.lostsoulsgenealogy.com/kingsmountainmen/photos.htm

This one had pictures of the King’s Mountain monument at, well, King’s Mountain. The
monument had the names of all the Patriot soldiers killed or wounded at King's
Mountain.

http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_kings_mountain.htmi

This site had a detailed history of the battle, as well as a large list of soldiers. It had
paintings of the battle, and a sketch of present-day York County, where the battle was.
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http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GScid=2188960&GRid=15719617&

This website had photos of Samuel’s grave, info on him, and info on his family, as well
as some basic facts.

Draper, Lyman C. King’s Mountain and its Heroes: History of the Battle of King's
Mountain, October7, 1780, and the Events Which Led to It. Continental Book
Company: Marietta, GA, 1954.

This book had relatively short sections on Samuel, and a very easy-to-navigate index.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Ferguson

Wikipedia gave me Ferguson'’s life story, and was easy to navigate. Because the site is
edited by users, it is not always reliable.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_Of_Kings%27_Mountain

This website gave me the complete details of the battle, and was very easy to navigate.

www.rootsweb.org

Rootsweb was very easy to navigate, once you knew how to use it. It links between
generations, so you can follow a family tree.
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Columtus Bernard Franklin (Meshach Franklin, Mary, Jolm, Alex., Alex,), died Early
Grove, Miss., Feb, 1, 1865, a, §/59, m. Elkin, Swrry co., Ne C., Dec, 5, 1843, Amblia
Gwyn, b, Jonesville, N, C., Jan. 5, 1820, died Early Grove, July 28, 1858, day,of
Hon, Richard and Elizabeth (Famt), Ch: 16581 James Gwyn, b. Dec, 20, 1844, Surry
c0., killed in batile Fredercksburg, Va., Dec, 13, 1862, C, S. A, private Co. B,
18th Miss., Barksdale, ”

16582 Meshach Franklin, b, Jan, 15, 1846 Elkin, N, C.

Annie Elizabeth, b. July 24, 1848, Surry co., d. Blkin, July 8, 1852
16583 Richard Gwya Franklin, b, Apr. 9, 1850, E,
16584 Sallie Frances Franklin, b, Nov, 22, 1852, E,, grad lMartha Washington
coll,, VZ. , 1864, of Santa Barbara, Cal., 1885, Carpenteris
Cal, 188
16585 Mildred Edwards Franklin, born Apr, 11, 1854, Elkin, m, Albort
Augustus Oglesby, son Albert Augustus, She grad, Martha Wash, coll,
1864, Of Santa Barbara, banker,
16586 Gideon Edwards Franklin, b, Dec. 1, 1855, Elkin, grad. Trinity coll.,
N, C., 1876, teacher, Carpenteria.
16587 Columbus Bernard Franklin, b, Dec, 25, 1857, Early G., grad. Trinity
1876, of Santa Paula, Ventura co., Cal,, 1385, Carpenteria 1886: e~

/ 2 =
Richard Gwyn Franklin (Columbus Bernard Frankli.j TQTRRE Franklin, Mary, John, Alexander
Alexander), b. Elkin, N, C., Apr. 9, 1850, m. in Wilkes co., N, C., Sept 7, 1882, Annis
Victoria Harris, b, Vox P, O0,, Vilkes co., N, C., Mar, 15, 1864, a da Fletcher Astury
and Sarah Henry (Moore). Ch, b, Elkin: 17247 Jessie Harris Franklin, b, Aug. 14, 1383;
Columbus Bernard Franklin, b, Mar, 13, 1885,

Hon, Richard Gwyn Franklin grad, Trinity coll,, Randolph county, N. C., 1368,
wlth first honors; remained on his father'!s farm at Early Grove, Mi-s to 1865,

when he was a merchan(j one year with W, H, Bsiley; went to Cal, fall of 1868, engaged
in stock raising to 1880; held several high county offices of Santa Barabara county,
Cal., returned, 1880, to Elkin, purchased his grandfather Gwyn's old homestead; was
unanimously nominated, 1882 high sheriff for Surry co., but declined to rum; was

elected, Nov,, 1884, State Senator from 33d Districi=-Surry and Yadkin counties, Is

a practical civil engineer and surveyor, chief engineer of R. R. and farmer,

Residence, Elkin, 1885, _

Mary Franklin (Vay. )y d. Mooresburg, Hawkins cownty Temn,, Febe 7, 1836, a. 65 m Surt
or Stokes co., N, C,, Feb, 1794, robert Nall, b, Orange co., Va., Sept 24, 1767 d.
Lake c0., Tenn,, 1858, s, William and Holloway), From Ornage county; settled in Ashe
¢o., N, C., Tem to Knox co,j Temn,, farmer: Chi
_ 36196 Frances Franklin Nall, b, Oct, 28, 1797, Rogersville, Howkins co., T
m, James Franklin 16184
16197 Matilda Nall, b, Mar. 20, 1799 Ashe co., N. C.
Abner Nall, b, Nov, 24, 1801, Hawking co., d, May 16, 1803,
2 16198 Abner Franklin Nall, b, Apr, 6, 1805, Hawkins Co.
16199 Williem Holaway Nall, b, Mar,l, 1807, H, co., d. Oblon county, Ten
Oct. 10, 1846, m lMooresburg, 1830, Eliza Moore, bora ll., died
winter 1885-1886, da, Ewoll and Nacny (Crwed). Of Mo. 1886,
farmer, 8. P. 1700
16200 Hary Cloveland Nall, b, Oct, 30, 1810, H, co,, d. Apr. 12, 1811
16201 Robert Cleveland Nall, b, July 12, 1812, Hawking co., d. 1.
Tiptonville, Lake co., Temn,, 1882, m, Oblon co,, 1843,
Polly ann Eastwood, Lived near Tiptonville, on liiss, river,
Ch,: Several; Franees F. Nall, wnm,., of Tiptonv,, 1885
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1840, fron Surry co.; bullt, 1850, Elkin Mfe. Cobi ' b3

" . . ’ I£g. Cotton Iiills, still in operation:
lg)é s Yo Barly Grove, Prominent citizen ¥ spgke languages f],.uently. Holl’l. Richa;:l

wyn, member N, C, Commons 1846 3 his father occupied over 50 years his homestoad at
Elkin, which was Jbought, 1880, by Hom, Richard Gwyn Franklin,

Tom,

16583 page 2172

Richard Gwya Franklin (Columbus Bernard Franklin, Mes Joh
£ s Mesach Franklin, Mary, John, Alexander
Ag:fa.,fm?er), 'b..Elkin, N, C., Apr, 9, 1850, m, in Wilkes co,, N, C:, Sep‘a", 75 1&282, Annie
ané°§§;§? ga;;}szmb- V§x gﬁ oé, Wiikes CO.y N, C., Mar, 15, 1864, a da Fletcher Asbury
i Henry (Moore). o Do Blkin: 17247 Jessie Harris Franklin b, Avg ’;"f :
Colunbus Bernand Franklin, b, lar, 13, 1385, , e i
] Hon, Richard Gwyn Franklin grad, Trinity coll,, Randolph county, N, C., 1363,
’f‘i‘bh first honors; remained on his father!s farm at Barly Grove, lMiss o 1965,
when l.le was a xfxarchan@; one year with W, H, Bailey; went to Cal, fall of 1868, engaged
in stock*r_ais:mg to 1880; held several high county offices of Santa Barabara county,
Cjal. » Teturned, 1380, to Elkin, purchased his grendfather Gwyn's old hemeatead; was
unaninmously nominated, 1882 high sheriff for Surry co., but declined to run; was
electetg :{ N;v. :’7. ESA, ?.;lbate Senator from 33d Districé=-Surry and Yadkin coommbies, Is
@ pracuical civil engineer and surveyor, chief enzineer of Re R, and fz .
Residence, Elkin, 1885, N y ‘ fam@?

16050

Ghadrach Fronklin (Mary, Jokn, Alexander, Alexander), d. 1860, a 91, m
Judith Taliaferro, b, 1763, d, 1848, da. of Dr, Joln, Chs

33387 sallie Franklin, d, in Ky,, m. Thomas Scott, Rem, to Ky. Ch: Benjamin
| Scott was reared by Shadrach Frnaklin, ,

16188 ILuey Frnaklin, B, .

16189 Pollie Franklin, d. single, age 80 .

16190 Bernard Franklin, b, A y Surry co., N. C,

16191 Benjamin Franklin, d, wm,, killed in storm by a stack of rails, near whi ch
f he had taken shelter,

16192 Betsy Franklin m, Richard Cunninghem, Ch,: Sallle Cunningham; William Cunninghan
1 Shadrach Cunningham; Judith Cunningham; Cernard Cunningham,

16193 Patsy Froneklin, ' , :

16194 Vplie Framklin, B, Dec, 25, 1801, Mitcheals River, Surry co., N. C.

16195 John Taliafesro Frmaklin ‘

9 X791,

Bhadrach Franklin contributed valusble materials o, and acknoXledged in Dreper's Kings
lMountain,

Dr, John Taliaferro, the only practising physiclan of Surry City, N. C,, during
Revolution,

| .. 16051
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Births and Deaths of Shadrach Franklin Family
Surry County, North Carolina

Shadrach FRANKLIN born the 20th April 1769
Judith FRANKLIN born the 27th Feb. 1762
Bernard FRANKLIN born the 22nd Sept. 1788
Sarah FRANKLIN born the 20th Nov. 1789
Lucind FRANKLIN born the 4th Aug. 1793
Mary H. FRANKLIN born the 5th Oct. 1794
Patsey FRANKLIN born the 18th Aug. 1797
John T. FRANKLIN born the 1lth Jan. 1799
Benjamin FRANKLIN born the 9th May 1800
Wilie FRANKLIN born the 25th Dec. 1801
Bryson FRANKLIN born the 24th Aug. 1803
Betsy FRANKLIN born the 26th Mar. 1805

Bryson FRANKLIN died 10th Jan. 1804
Benjamin FRANKLIN died 28th July 1824
Judith FRANKLIN died 28th Sept. 1850
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From "Ancestry and posterity of Dr. John Tallaferro and Mery (Herdin) Tailferro”
Family Reeord compiled by Willie Catherine Ivey-—1926

Chapter IX Dr. John Taliaferrc (proncunced "Tolliver") pp.24~35

"The Pittsylvania Co, records that in 1779 (John) sold Mhis property, spoken of as
"his home" and moved to Surry Co., N.C. with a heert filled with love for his fellowman, hls
he loft Ris home and relstives in the old fDominion Stste and crossed
EBlue Ridge Mounteins into Surry Co. to do a grester and nobler work that God had planned

th the family of Dr. Jolm Taliaferro, came his beloved friend, Bernerd Franklin,
family, to Swrry, where they settled on Mitchell's River and Taliaferro settled on
is

one of the northern countieS.ccseccsccssessThis area has'iMitehell's Rivor)
Big Fisher's River, and little Fisher's Rivers........and on these rivers and creeks, lived the
faxdlies of Dr. John Teliaferrc and Bernard Franidin,
" ceessesssesRichard Taliaferro ‘“ of Dr, Jh) went into the battle with his cousin,
Jesse Franklin(seventeen years old, who was scout of his cousin, Captain Ben Cleveland.
Jesse and Richard rode down frem Surry to Join Greene's forces snd fought as privates,
lint locks and Richard dokng the firing".....

5
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JOHN MICHAEL GRAFF, BIsuor, PASTOR, DIARIST OF WACHOVIA
From a portrait in the Archives of Bethlehem, Pa.; probably painted by
John Valentine Haidt
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From TALLIAFERRC GENEOLOGY (Betty Lovill's possessicn) p. 87-88 and 91

Bermard Franklin m, Mary Cleveland

:, O Soho Tal Rberyo m- Mary Nard o '
Shad'rach (1769-1860) m, Judith Talliaferre (Shadrach)
' '

-

; 1 ]
Wylie J. m. Mary Taliaferrc (Ist cousin) Martha (7th da.) m. Elijah Thompsen W.of 1212
' ' :

[ ' Ada
Elizabeth Fronklin(2§32-1868)m, James Levill Columbus Thempsen m. Columb Cockerham
1] 1

' lani
Walter W, Lovill T on m, Columbus Fclickle
' Addi oéthB

' (Col, MaMickle's wife's greatff crandfather

W, F, Shadrach--G, G, grandfather Fernard)
James W,

William Shadrach (Martha Feanklin Thempsen's daughter Mary m, Adelphus
Jederh Kapp
Grover 1

Robert ’

Elizabeth John Kapp m, Alice Cockerham (Kapp's Mill)
Sallie ;

Nettie Kapp m,'Jesse Allred
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Lillian, you had written the Surry County Genealogical Association regarding the Shadrick Franklin/John Taliaferro Franklin
family. The only information we have is what is in the local histories of the family. | assume you hawe the histories written in
the book, The Heritage of Sumy County, Vol. II. It states Shadrach Franklin was born 20 Apr 1769 in Albemarle Co., VA. Did
you check that county for a birth record? | don't know if they would have a record that early or not. NC did not keep birth and
death records until 1913. There are a few delayed birth records of the late 1800s but nothing earlier than that. Other than
Bible records of the family and Rev. War records that may have some dates, | don't know where you would get your proof.
This history in the heritage book states some of the info came from the Gilroy Historical Museum in Gilroy, CA. You could try
writing them. We do not have an address. The history says that John Taliaferro Franklin married in the Easley family. The
marriage index in Sumy Co. says Taliferro Franklin mamied Nancy Early 13 Mar 1826 (this would really be a marriage bond
date). Perhaps it is really Easley. Apparently they went to Lone Jack, MO so some records may be there. The person that
wrote the history is in bad health and not able to do any research at this time. Did you look for the marriage record of Shadrick
and Judith Taliaferro Franklin in either Albemarle Co., VA or Pittsylvania Co., VA where she was born according to the history.
The other authority on the Franklin's has died. I'm sorry that we cannot not help you more. Wilma Hiatt, Research
Committee
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Jeremiah Wooten (1774, 17958}, Thomas Wopten (17B5, 1784}, Thomas Wooten
Sr. (1784) are, found on the Surry County Hughes Historical Map.
John Wooten married Sarah (Sally) Woryck. Sally was born ca. 1820 and
may have been Cherckee or part Cherckee Indian. Children were Martha
Mahaly b. 1838741, Andrew Robert b. 11 May 1842 and m. Louisa, William
Jeptha (Jefferson) b. 22 Nov 1845 and m. Matilda Warren, Mary Tabitha b.
i847, Welborn b. 1849, John Wallace b. 184%/51 and m. lLouisa Stone,
Louisa (Eliza) Jane b. 1853 who m. Rush Floyd Edwards, Sarah C. b. 1862
m. Horton Doughton. John & Sarah Wooten moved from Surry Co. to Wilkes
8. Sarah died between 1870—-1880. chn remarvried to Sallis Fowlkes,
Graysen Co., VA. Rush and Jans are buried at Toliver Cemstery near Twin
Jake, NC. (info printed in Yadkin Co. H&G Soc. Jourmsl March 1995, page
il and Wilkes Gen. Socc. Journal, Spring 1997)
Richard Wooten, 3517-A So. Stafford 5t., Arlington, VYA 22206 (198B0) -
"Early Woottens in Va4 & NCT
Richard kooten m. Mary (maiden name unknown) and died. 180Z/1808,
probably in Iredell Co. in Hunting Creek area. Children: Abraham who

served in the War of i8i2, John, Jonathan, Moses, Aaron, Mary. Sucky, and
Rebekah who m. John Wiliiams in Surry Co. aon 1& Mar 180%5. (info printed

in Yadin Co. H&G Soc, Journal 3-1975, page 12)

Jeremiah kWooten (1768-1858) m. Mary Hooper. {Guery in 1991 5CGA Jdournal}
Surry Coun PR Ly B U (RS

Listed in &

Jonathan,

- =
FOMas s Aaf

Abstract of Will of Thomas Wooten dated 24 Aug 17923 is on page L -
Abstract of Will of Richard Wocten dated 12 Mar 180F i on page 176,

& Iy ¥k
SR e &
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=2orge Wooten, Richard Wootern. and Thomas Wooten are iis

tan, His Entry Book . Surry Eeunty., NC tand
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4 The Pranklins
Elidn, N.C., Thursday, March 8, 1962

Kinfolk Live Here

GOV, JESSE FRANKLIN: DISTINGUISHED TAR HEEL
By Clidice Burrell

If the Franklins of Elkin weren't such a modest clan I would be inclined to compliment
them on their ancestry.

In passsing the compliments, I would first mention the distinguished Jesse Franklin
who was a Revolutionary War here, Governor of North Carolins, state legislator and member
of both houses of Congress-among other accomplishments.

mmm,ormu,mrmnuuwmmmmmorumﬁ
Franklin, But not everyone knows that three of his brother Meshach's great-great-
grandchildren live here.

They are Mrs. J.F. McWeely and Columbus Bernard and Richard Gwyn Franklin, Their sister
Mrs, T.G. Trivitte, lives in Winston-Salem., Another sister, Sarah Elizabeth, and a
brother Jesse Harris Franklin, are dead.

Their great-great-grandfather Meshach, incidentally, was not altogether undistinguished.
He was a member of the N.C. House of Commons in 1800, Member of Congress from 1807 to 1815
and state senator foom Surry Co. from 1828 to 1829. He died in 1841,

Two of Meshach Franklin's Elkin descendents have children. Architect Johm Franklin,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Columbus Bernerd (Bern) Franklin, lives in Elkin,

Governor Jesse Frpéklin was born in Albemarle Co., Va. in 1758, When he was only
mm:mmmmrmmwmwummm'smmmmmco.

It ilintorutdng note that Jesse's mother was the sister of Col. Benjamin
Cleveland, the terror of the Tories, who had moved from Va. to Wilkes Co., ahead of the
Franklins, He settled at Ronda and named his residence '"Roundabout." Many years
later, R.T. Chatham Jr. was to acquire the land, and the farm which he operates there
today is called "Roundabout Farm,"

Fighting under his Uncle Ben, Jesse Feanklin distinguished himself at the Battle
of Kings Mountain., Later, he barely escaped with his life at the Battle of Guilford
Courthouse.

Once, he barely escaped hanging at the hands of Tories when the bridle with which he -
was being hanged broke and allowed him to fall into the saddle of his horse which he rode
to freedom.

One of the least lmown but perhaps most thrilling of Jesse's exploits was recorded
years ago by Nady Cstes Jr. of the Winston-Salem.

During the Revolutionary War, young Frarnklin carried a message by horseback from his
Uncle Ben in Wilkes to General Nathaniel Greene near Guilford Courthouse in Guilford
Co. despite the dangers of apprehension and execution by Tokies. Cates sald that in
performing this dangerous mission, Jesse "duplicated, and some think surpassed, the nocturnal
achievement of Paul Revere."

Young Franklin not only got the message through but stayed and took part in the Battle
of Guilford Courthouse. Here he was one of the last to leave the field. On thespot wheee
heﬁndhishstmmd,thommsonabedonhhh,w%,agrmuwwtm
: Caro troops who fought there. Only three men's names appear
them is that of Capt. Jesse Franklin.

Courthouse, which virtually closed hostilities in

his h to settle down. But, although only 21,
, and he was soon called into public
part of his life.

was about this time that he married a }Miss Meekey
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“Where, oh where, is part of Gov. Jesse
Franklin’s backbone?’’

Now a question like that will get your atten-
tion.

It comes from Ruth Minick and the Surry
Historical Society.

It seems that part of Gov. Franklin’s
backbone has been misplaced, and the society
has made finding it sort of a bicentennial pro-

. ject. : ;

Gov. Franklin came from Surry and was well
known for his backbone.

When word came that the British were on top
of Kings Mountain, he and Joseph Winston
rounded up some Surry County straight-

r

shooters and hurried down there as fast as they

could go.

They came to a hill, and somebody said that
was Kings Mountain, so they lined up in attack
formation, loaded their muskete and tore up the
hill yelling like Indians.

Anybody Seen Paft of Gov. Franklin’s Backbo

Reaching the top without meeting resistance,
they soon found out why:

Wrong mountain.
Nobody there,

They finally found Kings Mountain and fought
well and bravely there.

Later on, Gov. Franklin fought over at
Guilford Courthouse and did well again.

Later on, he became governor.
When he died, they buried him in Surry, but in
1906 it was decided that he should be buried over
at Guilford Battleground, so he was dug up.
‘They put the last mortal remains of Gov.
Franklin into a shoebox for the trip to the
battleground and his second burial.
Somebody goofed, however, and a piece of

Gov. Franklin’s backbone was left behind, and
some children found it. E

Mrs. Ora Armfield Jackson kept the piece of
Gov. Franklin’s backbone for years, but now it
has been misplaced. :

Anybody knowing the present whereabouts 6f
this missing item-is asked to let Ruth Minick or

somebody else in the Surry Historical Society

know about it as soon as possible.
The society is also interested in knowing

anything that anybody may know about the :

route that Gen. Stoneman took through Surry
during the War Between the States.
Stoneman?

He was a Yankee general. A cavalry general.

People in these parts had very little good to say
about him.

- or if you know some Surry County tale that

The Feawklivs

ne?

Hé spent some time around Jonesville.

The Surry Historical Society may have un-
covered the reason for Gen. Stoneman’s being
such an ornery fellow and so hard to get along
with. |

They attribute this saying to the noted cavalry
general: ¢

“If Hell is worse than hemdrtﬁoids, then he
wanted no part of it.” '

If you know about Jesse Franklin’s backbone,

-

other people might like, let Ruth Minick or
somebody else in the\sgt_:iety know.

If you don’t know Ruth or any other members
send what you've got to mg, and I'll relay it.

)
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The I-'r:»’l‘ Klins

desse Franklim (014 Newspaper e¢li; ing--fcheely pmpers)

Hief was bérr in Crenge County March 2L, 1760 but moved to Surry County
in his 'teens, lded in Surry Coumty on August 31, 1823, ‘ved 62 years, five
months and seven days,

“or the historical sketon, which elaberates on the high lishts of his caresr,
the writer is indebted to the Blogre;bical History of ¥, rbh Carclina, Samuel
Ae ABhe, editor in chief, pablished in 13505 by C. L. Ven Noppemn, Ureensvoro,
The velume conta ning the sketeh of Levernor Jesse «imston #ff (franlin)
wag gsecured from the relerence ro:m of the uresnsboro librasry, and, smong otner
interesting. information, it gives the icllowing,

The old ‘nglish word "fyanklin® denoted s free man, ohen we poruse the
perscnsl history of Jesse Franklin we may rosconably conclude thet there is

v ih a neme, siter all, He was a free nan, belonged Lo » Lumily wermly

attaghed to the cguse of freedon, and valiently lousbt to mske others free,
He vas a npative of Orange Scunty, Virginis, bern on the 2uth of sarcn, 1740,
Hle father wae Sernaerd Franklin, and ks mother's msiden neme was dary Ulevelasnd,
The lady just menticned was a sister of thet fierce and relentless sountaineery,
Cel, Benjamin “levelond, whose very nsme spresd consternation throughout the
ranks of the Tories in our “ar for Independence,

The first service of Jesse Franklin in the Zevolutionf was when he was
still e resident of Virginis. “hen sbout 17 years old he enlisted and returned
to his bhome after his term of werviee expired, FEermard Frankiin, being detere
mined to remove to North Carclins, sent hie som Jesse to spy cut the Land, The
fatherts choice fell uwpen & locstion on the headwaters of Fitchell's liver in
Surry County, To this latter plece came Bermard sranclin with his bousehold,
ene of nis sons being Heshsch Fremklin, then o child, w«he siterwards represented
his district in the Congress ~f the United “tales.

The lot of the Franklin fasily wasnot a tranguil one in its new home, Ihe
neighbortood was infested with Tories of the worst stripe--house burners, house
thicves, and degperadoes of ever class, who usaally msde tphely incupsions apon
the defenczeless settlements while the men of the farily were abgent in the army,
bat woe untd the marauders who were caughtl] The shigs, usually led by “ol,
Vieveland



DEATHS . |

JAMES A. FRANKLIN
Mr. James A. “Franklin dled last
night at 7 o'clock at his home, 606
Fifteenth swreet. The deceased had
been ill for the past five duys. Death

Mrs. James Franklin

The funeral for Mrs. Lillie
Butcher Franklim, 79, of For-.
ey i

/ ga ¢ . WINSTON-

was not unexpected. The <
.was aged 8 years, * >

Mrs. Delia Phipps, Mra. Mary E.
Candle of Nebraska, Mrs. Surah
Crouse and Mrs. Julia Hobhbitt of Win-
ston-Balem. Three brothers survive,

| Messra, W. A_J. N, and J. . Frank-

'in.

Mr. Frankll) was & member of the
Greenwood avsnue Bapust churah for
many years. Prior to Yis sicknems he
waes & in this
and served ncattered churges He
‘hld lived here many years and I
lwell known In the city

The funeral services will be con-
ducted—at the residence inis arternoon
yat 3 o'clock, liev, W. I* Staley, of-
ficiating. Interment will be in Green-
wood cemetery.

He s survived by five daughters, |.

Ceater, wid-
syth Nursing Care Ce Tl be

1.

Ba " Church cemetery.
;cht dle(l‘m:tt 1:13 a.m. yesterday
at Forsyth Memorial Hospital.

Mrs, Franklin was the daugh-
ter of Amon and Mary Gentry
Butcher and was a megpwer of
Gum OrchlrduBngltlh(w(.::mg::l
in Surry County. e '
merly employed by Arista mmnu.

jving are two sisters,
ufrnué McMickel of Ker-
nersville, Rt. 3, and Mrs. Rosa
Snow of State Road.
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FRANKLIN FAMILY
ORANGE COUNTY,VIRGINIA AND SURRY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

Probably John Franklin (before 1670, lived in Richmond County VA - before 1717, Essex
County VA)
married Elizabeth Erwin

Lawrence Franklin (1696, Richmond County VA - after 1764, Anson County NC)
married second Mary Payne

Bernard Franklin (1731 Spotsylvania County VA- 1828, Wilkes County NC)
married Mary Cleveland

Jesse Franklin (1760, Orange County VA - 1823, Surry County NC)
married Maacha “Meckey” Perkins

Lawrence Franklin (before 1696-1764)

Lawrence Franklin, born about 1696, and his brother, Edward Franklin, lived on
adjacent plantations in Spotsylvania County in 1722. Their land was on Glady
Creek, a tributary of the River Po, the middle branch of the Mattapony River. Best
evidence at present indicates that Lawrence Franklin’s parents were John and
Elizabeth (Erwin) Franklin of Richmond County, Virginia. Before John Franklin’s
death, the family moved across the Rappahannock River to Essex County.

Lawrence Franklin first appeared in the Essex County records in 1717. He is still a
young man, and perhaps has recently come into possession of his inheritance at
the age of eighteen or twenty-one. In 1728 when Caroline County was formed,
Lawrence and Edward Franklin were already living on their own land in Spot-
sylvania County, whereas Elizabeth Franklin, presumably their widowed mother,
was tithed for several slaves in Caroline County (formerly Essex).

In 1734/5, Lawrence Franklin and Edward Franklin, along with neighbors and
relatives - the Clevelands, Madisons, Paynes, and Taylors - moved to St. Thomas
Parish in Orange County. They settled along Blue-Run near Piney Mountain.
Lawrence Franklin’s second wife, ancestor of the Surry Franklins, was Mary
Payne, daughter of Bernard Payne and granddaughter of John Payne of Spotsyl-
vania County. In 1764 Lawrence Franklin sold his Orange County, Virginia land
and moved to Anson County, North Carolina with his son, also Lawrence. He was
living in Anson County at the time of his death.

Bernard Franklin (1731-1828)

Bernard Franklin, son of Lawrence and Mary (Payne) Franklin, was born on May
26, 1731. He married his neighbor Mary Cleveland around 1752. The young couple
was living in Orange County, Virginia when word was received that their leaders,
meeting in Philadelphia, had adopted a Declaration of Independence in July 1776.
A few years later, Bernard and Mary (Cleveland) Franklin took their family to
Surry County to live, having been preceded by her brother, Benjamin Cleveland.

- 45 -









Inventory of Property
of

Mishach Franklin
Rendered May * 1841

Recorded

s
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(Lecenne

"An inventory of the property of Mishach Franklin decd which came
into the hands of C B Franklin/§§il D Franklin his Executors.
Books. Rplins Ancient History 8 Vol. Josephusxﬁgii RoberfSons.
Charles the 5th 3 Vol. Gibbons Roman Empire 8 Vol Plutarchs Lives
8 vol. Anarcharsis Traveles 4 vol. Goldsmiths Rome Grimshaws
Greece. De Lolmes England. Grimshaws England. History of America.
Burns--Poems 2 vol.Paradise Lost Brackinridge on S &* 2 vol.
Nicholsons Philésophy. 5§3;%%2 Euclid. Chaptats Chemistry.
Blackstones Commentary. Jays Political economy. Land Laws. 1
McNallys Evidence. Chitty on Billy. Toller. Laws of thefgggs Lipion
1828-29 Attorneys Practice. Powel on Powers. Runnington on Eject-
ment. Peaks Evidence. Memory of Chal. John of Sweden. Austens
Letters Theridans Dictionary Poor mans Frigpd. Gazettier. Murrays
Grammar. Don Quixote 4 Vol. \éolneyée llalx"é;vjss ' Sterns Sermons.
Plinarys Letters. Mukers Sermons. Biographical Dictionary.
Jeffersons notes of Va. Laws US Sirmondis Literature of the South
of Europe. Imilf?hGepgraphy. American Speaker. Thachers American
Orchardist Volume an Oﬁ&Oobliver Branch * on Teeth. Aarons *
American Biography. * on Cattle Medicine. Comparison.
Const US. Thompsons Liasons Cowpers Poems. Taylors Arator.
Military Laws. Bilizanus. Homers Iliad. Liber F¥* v Journal
of the Convention. Journals of Congress. American ¥&3Book. Grays
Arithmetic. Lady of the Lake. Dialogues of Lucian Hungarian
Brothers Ivanhoe, Nocturnal visit History of Rome. Flechers Appeals
Truths cause plead. American Almanac. Universal Mentor Twelve * .
Friend of Peace. Memoirs of Dr. Benj Franklin. Gertrude of Wyoming'
Constitution of US. Letters to Dr. A. Sybert. Jeffersons Mannual

The World. Thinks I to myself. * on Soils and manures * Satyres.

Public Spirit of the Whigs Dialogues for Schools. Historical Register



e

vFergusons Astronomy. The art of Plowing Attop. Map of the State

of N.C. Horace. Ciceros Protions Caesars Commentaries Corderi.
3ge-]rectice}eri. Virgil. Shakspear Greek L¥wicod * . Parents
assistant School Grofts Travels Murrays Grammar. Isle of Palms.
Const. ys.Militia Laws. British Spy.

too large plows. Four Dagon Plows. 4 Shovel Plows. 1 small

Harrows. one large Harrow. Three * . Three ® . Four
Mattocks. Two spédes one cqst mould board. Our lot of old irons.
Five Axes. One Anger handle. One Shovel. Seven Hoes. fﬁight old shovel
Plows. One mor¥* axe. one Broad Axe. Coopers axe. Box of old
Irons. Coopers  fd% . Two m . % .One Piece of Copéer. Cutting
knife & Box. Three Angers. Lot of old Tools. Three wedges.» One
drawing knife. one chisel one Grop Gut Law. one Bill 1 Brash Sythe.
Grindstone. Handsaw Two Reephooks Four old sythes. one old

cutting knife two cart wheels. one Raw Hide. One set of Blacksmiths
Tools. one sythe. Three Plow moulds. Six Cradles & Sythes. Three
mowing sythes. one Brian Hook. one block one large glop. one ¥

one cupboard. one * & furniture willed to Mildred Franklin. Eighteen
chairs twelve I willed as above. A quantity of corn suppose
to be one hundred & thirty Barrels. Seven head?ﬁorses. Three willed
one to Mildred Franklin one to Francis Lane Franklin & one to Meeky %'
Franklin. Twnnty two head of cattle. Eight willed Two to Mildred
Franklin one to %. B. Franliin one to Frances Lane Franllin one

to Meeky % Franklin & three to *ss*D Franklin. Twenty five head of
sheep twe\ve Wer- choise willed to Mildred Franklin Nwe " Qats Stacks,
Twenty three Fodder stacks Eleven stacks of Rye. Five Stacks hay.

one old waggon - two tracts of land one track containing one hundred

& eighty acres the other tract containing two hundred-and ninety acres



AWl aRat raub. Gie Waggon. rour paixr of * . One cart <4 log ¢hain
one yoke 6f onin. ‘One shoxt'gun Four thousand five hundred &
seventeen pounds of Tobacco. Twenty *¥* wands. Sel” of Brick moulds.
One old half bushel Two sills Two sides éole leather Two of upper.

& Five small pieces of leather. One loom. Desk & Book case. A
quantity of Bacon. Supposed to be fifteen hundred poﬁqu. A guantity
of Lard. 'Supposed to be Seventy pounds. A quantity of wheét Supposed
to be 20 bushels, The following ﬁeggées the proberty of the Dec? came .
into the hands of his Executors. And are willed as follows. Tings

* Aby Hannah & dick willed to Mildred Franklin. Lewis Dilsy Ann
Sarah Nelson & Jack to Frances I Franklin. tel Emma & Aubert to Meeky G.
Franklin Je¢ssy Jacob & Dick to € B Franklin James A Harry to Jesse

b

D Franklin. Philip Batter & Linny \#o" to Ann P Willbom.
Warren willed to Mishach F Moore Lewis to Mishach F Hunt. Charles to

TTéﬁa.Meshach Franklin

Cash on hand - = = = = = = = = = = = = = - — - - - - - — %5720
Separate Debts - an acpt against J D Moore of - e - 129522

an acpt against Jecs Howard of , 78.95

- . = R Oglesby of A 1175

" i = Saml. Fulk. « 87 1/2.
Out of the property contained in this Inventor§ a-% provision is

willed to Mildred Franklin A family-and is understood to be as follows.
One hundred barrels of corn. Twenty bushesl of Wwheat Four sacks of
oats supposed to contain 60 buéhels . Six sacks of Rye. supposed to
contain forty—-two bushels Fifteen hundred pounds of Bacon. Seventy
pounds of Lard. Five bushels of Salt--one hundred & fifty pounds

of Sugar. Seventy pounds of Coffee. One Beef. Three shoals One
side of sole Leather Two sides of upper leather, fifty pounds of

bottom Three bobs spun bottom. Ten isacks Fodder. & Forty-five dollars

in Money.
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1 Still Holds 65 Gal.
1 . Bo Large
10 Tubs. |
1 Side Sole Leather
1 Do Do
1 Sheep Skin :
1 Il<<e‘% Skin ‘*fj‘fﬁj nM-LZZ
1 Calf Skin
1 Do Do
1 Do Do
1 Loom _
1 Hay Stack
1 Do ‘

Account of Sale

of the Property of

2,
M}%hack Franklin Dec

Made
May Ten 1841

Recorded

An account of Sales made on the 20th & 21 March

Rollins ancient History 8 vol.

Josephus Works 3 Vol.

Robertsons Charles the 5th 3 Vol.

Gibbons Roman Empire 8 vol.

Plutarchs Lives 8 vol.

Anarcharsis Travels 3 vol.

Goldsmiths Rome & Grimshaws Greece

De Lolmes England & Grimshaws Do

C B Franklin:
Do
Do
H P Franklin
E Smith
E Ramey
Julius Dickin
E Romy
Julius Dickin
E Ramey
¢ D Franklin
Do

C B Franklin

1840

C. B. Franklin

|Xse D Franklin

Do
Enoch B Hunt

C B Franklin

‘| *s¢ D Franklin

~v

C B Franklin

*Ios Howard

25
65

W

=

00
00

00

26
60
85
34
50
46
01
25

D0

00
50
00
50
00
00
25

30

62 J
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History of America Burns Poems 2 vol.
Paradise LostIBrackinridge &rAmes
Nicholsons Philosophy Simsons Euclid
Chaptats Chemistr.

Blackstones Commentary Says P. Economy

s o s—

Land Laws McNallys Ev1dence Chltty on
Billy

: - sveC O\

Toller. Laws of NC{% L&
Attorneys Pradice & Powell on Powers

- . .3; \. .

Runnington on ejecment & Peaky Evidence

Memoirs of Charles Jeohw of Sweden
j, SN

Austins letters & Thendans Deck.

se : Tt
Poor~-mans Friend Gazelfer on Grammar

Don Quixote Bolneys brews-—-

. Sterns Sermons Plénnys Letters

. ; r
Meekers Sermons & Biographical Dzct.

Jeffersons notes on Va. Laws of US.

Slsmondls Literature of the South of

— T

Europe &;gmlleys Geography.

American Speaker Shackes Orchandist

Olive ERwWEN
* Grasor Gleve Szauck Pleasants on e

B TPt

Teeth

Herons Junius American Biography 8 vol.

—— s o T

”Tf@ﬁ*ui on Cattle Med. Comp. Cous leg.

Sefso~s Q“
Thompsons Cowpars Poems. ,

1 CmitrLanyd L =
Taylors Orator X Laws < %}9“'

Journal

e

Homers Iliad * *

Journals of Cong. American Clap Book
Grays Arithmetic Lady of the Lake

Dlalogues of Lucian Aurgarian Brothers

\'ho.-. et e e A S

Do
Y

<$¢ Franklin
*Jo$ Howard

H P Franklin

Do
*3°% Howard
?? D Franklin
*50% Howard
%;¢& D Franklin-
Mildred Franklin
*405 Howard
Mildred Franklin
Do

Do

Jss¢ D Franklin

C B Franklin

*J0o5 Howard
§<¢¢9 D Franklin

C B Franklin

Frances Lane Frahk-

lin
<§¢¢/Frank1in

C B Franklin

3:55¢ D Franklin
>

Frances Franklin

25

50

30

295
25

25

i .
25

25

) 5

(n

12

25

zO -

12

1,



ivanhoe Nocturnal Visit Hist. of Rome

* e

<
Flekhers Appeal Truths cause* Am Almanac

ot g

Cagsors (—‘"’

Unlversal Mentor 12 cgaisors Friend of Peace

Memoirs of Dr Benj Franklin *
A S

Constluutlons of 7" Letters to Dr A Lybert

Jeffersons Manual Thinks I to myself
the World
Practice on Soils & manures_* Satyres

Public Splrlt of the Whigs Dialogues
for Schools

Historical Register Fergusons Astronomy
] Ner
o - o ¥ros
4.eart of pleasing At5op Map of NC

7
Harace Ciceros Protions Caesoris Commen=
tarles borderi.

Selectcocleri. Vlrgil

ib'ﬁ 22 0omn
Shakspear Greek,Sircecon-

* Parents ﬁ?istant

—_—

O,
School Crafts Travels Mur§e§s Grammar
Isle of Palms bons. by Mititra Lacoz
| — .
- British Spy
Two dezon Plows’
—
Two Do Do
2 Shovels ?EVLShovels 50 cts.
2 Smal Harropys 25 —- ‘

Large Do--

1

1 Large ESESE PloW—
1 Do Do ‘Do -
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