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The quarrying of Mount Airy Urani te as a ooromeroial 
•enture dutas back to a short time after the O<Eing of the railroad 
to Mount Airy in June 1888. The Chr.:trter . of the first Corporv.tion 
being dated May 14, l889t whloh would mnke the industry in its 
fortie·th year. 

Since th· t time the project has shown a steudy growth 
uncl J:1a s heen in continuous oper tion, never ha.vlng be€-n shut down 
for the c~~uses common to almost ttll new ventures of this character. 

During the Corpor- tion's formntive ye rs it had to 
contend vi th the problems of introducing an entirely new and 
untried gr .n1 te into markets where soveH.tl splendid gr n1 tes were 
already established, and to overcome tho conservatism and prejudi ces 
of architects and. the buying public, which is invariably the recepti on 
given {ny new gr~nite entering the field. In addition to this there 
was o mE..~.rk'"~ d stringency in the money rr.u rkot all the time; they had 
a lso to build up an organization to c:H..~. ro for the increasing business . 
In spite o~ these handicaps tho industry m1de a consistent growth 
und the material establishJd itself until it CkJllo to be considered 
as one of the stu.nd rd gr ..... nites. 

The originul holdings of this Oorport tion w s a tract 
or lund comprising 40 acres near Mount Airy through the oentre 
ot wh i oh extended a long :~arrow strip of naked rook of approximately 

. 25 acres. Since then additionnl parcels ot land adjacent to tbe 
or1ginel 40 acres have been purchased until tho {Oreuge has reached 
approxirna. tely 2e0 acres with miner 1 rights on approxirru ely 400 
acres more, and tho exposed grunite has grown from 25 acres to 
about 75 acres, due to continuous s ripping for last 10 ym.rs . 
In addition to the ubove themh&s been acquired five mountains 
of gr:nite approxi~ting.lSOO · uor~s in filkes and Allogh~ny Counties. 
The e osits on the~e 1800 acres give every evidence ot being the 
same granite us that at Mount A .iry, which insures a supply of rnw 
i"'la tcri 1 tlH.~ t is practically ine:xhaust ible. 

'i'he equipment 1n::>ta lled to du.te is such as is stt..ndard 
tor such an operution, except possibly' the c,:..ble:vays, which on 
acco ~mt of' the area of the deposit being worked tuke the place ot 
derricks in pi·ii quarries. There are two very large cutting sheds 
capable of serving 300 stonecutters, equipped with four electric 
travelling cranes of 30 and ~W '&on capac i "'v"Y ~nd 60 foot bpan, 
3 l)Olishing J.:: Chines, 3 gr:.nite cutting luthes, 1 pol.ioh1ng 
lathe, 2 large ourborundum. saws, 2 complete sandblast installations 
45 surfacinG mt..chines uno the usu,_J. sl'Jl&ller tools • 

The power plant consists of 3 Heine w tertube boilers 
of 216 horoepO'iOl' f.keh, 2 ret. tub. boilers, 150 horsepov1er each, 
5 nir compressors of approxim.J.tely 10,500 ou.rt. 2 dir&ct 
oonnectod electric uni t s of 100 K.W. e ch &nd a motor generator 
set o:r 55 K •• to 1'urnish current for the oruncs. 



1:....11 t he l a t ,,:r e qull•Iat:nt iG electrically driven; 
t ho our:rent being hy<lro ~.:;l o otr:lo power tut-n1 shc4 by the Southern 
Publio Utilities Com .any, but should this shmv & f a 1 J.ur.e there 1 s 
ample ste<-un equipment tha t ooul d be stt1rtod up within nn. hour. 

The quar r ies ar e ser"ted by heavy compressed air 
pipe l :i.ne ~~ , 14 cablew&yo, ea ch with its hois t and other equilml(~nt, 
2 heHvy inclines f ;)r s tone r. too het.vy t'or the cablevu~ys~ ennh 
e quipped with its derr icks a nd he .~ vy hoist engines. 

The Wtwte s tone 1a t oken c, .. re o:t' by a heavy gyratory 
ort.tshcr hav-ing a mtpa c i ty of :j5Q tons da lly wtth the rvloess~lry · 
hous i ng, bins, shafting illld dolivory equipment,. and tho whole 
is served by sever al miles of r nilro d s1d1ngo , a new Porter 
locomotive or 65 tons, l l f l a t o .... rs, 8 all steel 20 y c.rd dump Od rS, 
l locomot 1 vo Ol"d.ne of' 40 tons, one or 20 t ono a nd a ora\1r1er crane 
ot 1 ··. tons. The l:"f} is a lso a n all atoel house f or the .looomoti va, 

The r equirements for water have been taken otre of by a 
Goulds triplex pump eleotricr-. lly driven 1 pumping from a seepage 
pool 40 x lOOt and of s1lffio1en t capuci ty. to fill the two elevated 
steel t nru s o:r ao.ooo to BO,.OOO gallon OUl)!:.. Ci ty in 4 hour~h In 
uddi tion to thi ~; we h vc a n ernergonoy equipment capable of oaring 
tor our needs should the other f ail. 

During t he P~"lSt tan years 35 moa.ern houses have 
be en built or remodeled tor enployees who do not nlroady ovm their 
home~ . The quarry i s in n r ur a l co munity about a mile from Mt. 
Air'J and t ll e employment llus been so oteudy tha t the oper>.4 ti on is 
surrounded by workmen's ho:m.en within u ::r:a .di us of threo miles, euo h 
with 1 ts g~:;.rago uu<l large garden and ull p ... Hi fol~; or being pu i d 
for :f'rorn t hei.r enrn i ngs ~~i th us. Thore h• a smaJl flo!::tting 
popult tion, a.l:.nost nll the "'orkmen bo1ng tied to our indut> try 
by ovJnersh1p of r ealty, or m~rriage , or other r e l .ttionship, so 
tha t ot 'the '700 men employed. ill t he grf.i.nite industry it is St.fe 
to s ay tha t ovor go· por c ent ::.,re fi.Xt:t<l to t he oo.rmnuni ty by .some 
stable tie.. There a r e a gre~ ... t m:any grLnito outte:ra who served 
t he ir apprenticeship vvi th. \l S nd c.l though t hoy nrc now veter. ns 
in t heir l ine or work t hey have nevr aut any gra.njte but ours. 
Fu t hers dn(i son s a re ·working si ~:te by side nn d. :i n s ome cases the 
third g eneru tion is follouing in thair footctH·~IHh. 

Mount ;.iry gran i te i s ~sed f or a ll purposeB 7hcre 
gruni t e may be applit1d. It h s be en shipped a l l ove:r: this Country, 
even into t he New .t;;n.glan<.l ter:r: i tory a nd into tuba. 

At the pre ent ti me ita chief uses are heavy monum.-onts, 
both 'public . nd JH' iV lte, bui lding}; , public and priva t e , maus0leums 
pri v te and co ·;muni ty, br i dges ot a ll k inds, street curbing, p ...... ving 
blocks, 'broken range f acing ror res ::l.denoes und churches, rubble 
and ripr< .... p i'or vE,rious purposes a nd crushu d ::> tone. 

The a tached tonnage s beet fli11 £>hOW tlw t there ha s 
been a gra.ducl 1nc:reasc t n the quantitie s shippc7d, both in the number 
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oi' oars und quantity on eu)h car, but it doc s ilot ~.>how tho most 
important detail. The oha r a c t er of the stone sl1ipped is not · 
indict. t ed at all but in a ddition to the inora- se in quvn ... itie s . 
there has been a marked i ncrease in the V<J. lue of each unit, the 
tendE~ncy being more nnd mor -.~ t o vt r ds gr~ni to l:Tork having higher 
va lues. In the ec.rlior years of t h e l"iUarryillB 1 t was .n.e cessa ry 
to di spose of geea t ,Jr quanti ties ot lOi'J gra de r.Iateri'-'l as there was 
more of thi s cl· s s of t1 t on o in t he u\ll"face leilgen and in addition the 
merit s of the materia l i 1iseJ.f were not lmown and approci'"" ted. Eooh 
yea r the quantity of g:rt..nlto ~~ oJc:l for it ao:mmoncr uses remains 
nearly st<1tionury 11hi le th :t fo r the higher class is ;.n.orousing. 

October 30,1929. 

By: J. D. sargent, President 
Phe North Carolina Gran! te Corporation 

Mount Ai.ry, North Carolina. 
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