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The quarrying of Mount Airy Grunite as a commercial
venture dates back to a short time after the caming of the railroad
to Mount Airy in June 1888. The Charter of the first Corporation
being dated May 14, 1889, which would meke the industry in its
fortieth year, i

Since thot time the project has shown a steady growth
and has been in continuous operztiom, never having been shut down
for the causes common to almost all new ventures of this characters.

During the Corporation's formative years it had teo
gontend with the problems of introducing an entirely new and
untried gronite into markets where several splendid gr:nites were
already established, and to overcome the conservatism and prejudices
of architects and the buying publie, which is invariably the reception
given any new granite entering the field. In addition to this there
was & marked stringency in the money nmarket all the timej they had
also to bulld up an organization to cure for the inercasing business.
In spite of these handicaps the industry m:de & consistent growth
and the material established itself until it cume to be eonsidered
as one of the standard granites.

The original holdings of this Corporation wds a tract
of land comprising 40 acres near liount Airy through the centre
of whigh extended a long harrow strip of naked rock of approximately
-85 acres. Since then additional parcels of land adjacent to the
original 40 acres have been purchased until the sercage has reached
approximately 260 acres with mineral rights on approximately 400
acres more, and the exposed granite has grown from 25 acres to
about 75 acres, due to continuous stripping for last 10 years.
In addition to the above thém has been acquired five momntainsg
of granite approximating 1800 seres in Wilkes and Alleghany Counties.
The deposits on these 1800 acres give every evidence of being the
same granite aus that at Mount Airy, which insures a supply of raw
materi- 1 that is practically inexhaustible.

The equipment installed to date is such as is stundard
for such an operation, except possibly” the cableways, which omn
account of the area of the deposit being worked take the place of
derricks in pi% guarries. There are two very large cutting sheds
capable of serving 300 stonecutters, equipped with four electric
travelling cranes of 30 and 20 ton capacity and 60 foot span,

3 polishing machines, 3 grunite cutting lathes, 1 polishing
lathe, 2 large carborundum saws, 2 complete sandblast installations
45 surfacing machines und the usual smaller tools. "h

The power plant consists of 3 Heine wutertube boilers

- of 215 horsepower each, 2 ret., tub, boilers, 150 horsepower each,
6 air compressors of approximately 10,500 cu.ft. 2 direct
e0nnected electriec unit s of 100 K.W. euch and & motor generator
set of 55 K.W. to furnish current for the cranes,




#e

All the later equipment 1s electrieally driven;
the current being hydro cleetric power furnished by the Southern
Publie Utilities Company, but should this show = failure there is
ample steam equipment that could be started up within an hour.

The quarries are served by heavy compressed air
pipe lines, 14 eceblewcys, each with its hoist and other equipment,
2 heavy inclines for stones too heavy for the ocableways, each
equipped with its derricks and heavy hoist engines, '

The waste stone is taken cure of by a heavy gyratory
erusher having e cupacity of 560 tons daily with the necessary
housing, bins, shafting =nd delivery equipment, and the whole
is served by several miles of railroad sidings, a new Porter
locomotive of 65 tons, 11 flat cuars, 6 all steel 20 yurd dump cars,
1 locomotive erane of 40 tons, one of 20 tons and a grawler crane
of 12 tons., There 1s also an all steel house for the locomotive,

The requirements for water have been taken care of by a
Goulds triilax pump electrically driven,; pumping from a sasgaac
pool 40 x 100, and of sufficient eca aci%y to £ill the two elevated
steel tanks of 50,000 to 60,000 gallon capucity in 4 hours, In
addition to this we huve an emergency equipment capable ofcaring

for our needs should the other fail,

, During the paust ten years 35 modern houses have
been built or ramﬁdggeé for employees who do not aiready own their

homes. The quarry is in a rural cormunity about a mile from M%,
Alry and the employment has been so steady that the operation is
surrounded by workmen's homes within & radius of three miles, each
with its garage snd large gerden and all puid for, or being paid
for from their earnings with uses There is a small floating
population, almost all the workmen being tied to cur industry
by owmership of realty, or merriage , or other relationship, so
that of the 700 men employed in the granite industry it is safe
“to say that over 90 per cent are fixed to the community by some
stable tle, There are & great many granite cutters who served
their apprenticeship with us und although they are now veterans
in their line of work they have never cut any granite but ours.
Fathers and sons are working side by side and in some cases the
third generation is following in their footstepss

-

Mount Adiry grenite is uséed for all purpeoses where
granite may be applied. It hus been shipped all over this Country,
even into the New lIngland territory and into @uba.

' At the precent time its chief uses are heavy monuments,
both public and private, buildings, public ond private, mausoleums
private and community, bridges of all kinds, street curbing, paving
bloeks, broken range facing for residences and churches, rubble
and riprap for various purposes and crushed stone,

The ettached tonnage sheet will show thet there has
been & gradusl increase in the quantities shipped, both in the number
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of cars and quantity on each car, but it does not show the most
important detail, The character of the stone shipped is not
indicated at all but in addition to the increcse in quantities.
there has been a marked inerease in the value of each unit, the
tendeney being more and more towards granite work having higher
valuess In the earlier years of the quarrying it was necessary

to dispose of greater quantities of low grade material as there was
more of this class of stone in the surface ledges and in addition the
merits of the material itself were not known and appreciated. Each
year the quantity of granite sold for it commoner uses remains
nearly stationary while thut for the higher class is inereasings

By: I. Ds Sargént, President

The North Cerolina Granite Corporation
Mount Airy, North Carolina,

October 30,1929.
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