
Home-Coming At Historic . ~hurch - : 

Oli:l Salem -Meti)J)dis}:, , -. 1 

Church .ss YearS A-Olll ·I 
I 

Historic old Salem Methodist I old church built on Stiu.th Mairt 
chur.ch oldest continuous seat 'of street about· ~86o. . . 
M~tho~ism in . Sur;y county, will! Many o'i . th~· ~ariiest _memoers 

of the Salem Methodist ·church hold its annual "Home Coming · · · 
were ' prominent' in the· life of ., 

Day'' on Sunday, August 2nd, Mount Airy __ and were outstanding 
marking the completion of · 85 figures · in .the •business grov·vth of 
years of continuous existence and the toW11. Mr. Gw,ynn, who at 91 
servi_ce to the people of Mount is the old~st livfng member oi the 
Airy •and the surrounding section. Salem ·church, recalls a number 

; The Salem · Methodist chu.rch of those· e ·arljest ri1emb~rs. 
' w,as founde-d in · 1857, · outgrowth Mr . . Gwynn -.. himself ·join-ed the 
of an old- fashioned "Methodist chur~h *p'ei·{ he :wa~--~·-16 yeail·s _ of 
Camp Meeting"; · '\vrhich -\vas held age;· jo~11.iiJ'g ·. i'n ·: 1875 under · the 
on the site of the present church ..pastonite -M~::R.ev; R. -T. N; Steph­
and was attended by people from enson._ . ,Oth'er . in embers . of ·that 
all the UJp.per . part of Surry co1Jn- time ~ ,w.·eTe M~· .. . : 9'. ~'· ~n11's father, 
ty ·and the. lowet · porti~n of Pat-. Fraiikl~n ., Gv,r:ynh, · 1\1~!!1.i:rt . Sparg-er) 
rick and .. Ca~roll counties of Vir- · He1.1ry ::S;pf1-rge_i·; ·. J__ack:3~>~ ·satter­
gii~ia~ · .. · . ' fie'Id; · ·Johrt ?, PattersQ~i, · ·w a s ·h 

-W : L;, Gwynn, .known thi·ough~ Smith, · Ton1. -Evoans . and-. o'thers. 
out t his section as "Bud" Gwy1in, · s e~ei·al or· these 'm e1i.1bers nioved 
"' ho celebrated his 91st birthday theh: ni~inbership into Mount 
Tuesday of t his week, r em em bers Air.y wh en- t he Cen tral Method ist 
<d1 1 '!Jdin.~·· the olrl ca mp nwding 8 t . church ww.; f nr111N1 here . 
Salem wi th .his · parents when he I · l,n additiol) to Re.v ••.. R. T. N. 
w·~s six years . of age, and h~ re~ Stephenson; other ea~·ly · .ministers 
menl'bel;s; too, . the format!_on of l 'Wh:o 'pl. ·:e_~_._c_: e~~d ··.· ~t .. t~.- ~. :.:pld Sal~lp 
the . church ·and constructwn . of Method.I.~f;,,._:el:itq:¢lr wete\:·,Rev. · Jim 
the ·: o1d . wooden ·. structure tha't 1- - Wils:.on, ~;;:~£~: ·:·~Ma!·quis_:~ -~· -Woo-d, 
ho;yse~· th~ congr'egation. . rh.i~"''wihQ· >3~iVe'd ;"a~; , a inissionary t 
occu.rred soon . after the camp China, .-R~v . . · J:ohnnie' · H~cks - and 
meeting 'wras held. ' Rev~· M.iles · F~y, the latter b.eing·· 

There was ·one Methodist ~hurch the ··· · ailcestor · of ·-a~ riumbe'r of 
in Mount Airy wl;fch ante-dated Mount . Airy citizen~ , of tod-ay. 
t he Salem Methodist church, that Rev. M. W. Heckard . is · riow pas- , 
being a structure t hat stood f or tor of the church, serving it •and 
many years on old Lebanon Hill other churd1es of the Mount Airy 
in the northern portion of the Methodist. ~ircuit . .- ·' 
city. The old Lebanon Methodist The ·original house . of worship 
chur-ch, which was p r obably built of th~ .. $alem Methodist church 
about 18il0, was abandoned in stood · for more than half a cen­
the ' 1850's, and Metho:dists of the tury, being; remodelled at least 
town of Mqunt Airy probably once .durin.g its existance. it was 
joined the congregation of the torn down in 1923 a:t;Id was re­
Salem church . until the present placed ·by the present brick struc­
Central Methodist · church in I ture, a beautiful buUding with 
~ount Airy was formed and the tall white colwmns across its 


