April 28, 2005

Hills Grove Baptist Church to
celebrate 100th anniversary

By DEAN PALMER
Mid-South News Service

PILOT MOUNTAIN
Members, former members and
others from the community will
join together at Hills Grove
Baptist Church Sunday for a
day of activities commemorat-

ing the church’s 100th anniver- -

sary.

The day will begin as so
many Sundays have over the
past decade with regular Sun-
day School at 10 a.m. to be fol-
lowed by worship services. At
the conclusion of morning serv-
ices, probably around noon,
those attending will gather for a
meal.

The afternoon will feature a
mixture of special music and
some of the 28 pastors who
have served the church sharing
their memories. The church is
located approximately four
miles outside of Pilot Mountain,
just off of N.C. 268 West.

Memories and church histo-
ry will play a major role
throughout the afternoon. Mary
Lou Stewart, a member of the
church for the past 55 years, has
compiled highlights from the
church’s written history into a
booklet especially for the day.
Some 75 copies will be avail-
able at no cost to those attend-
ing.
The land that has served as
home for the church was donat-
ed by Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Hill
and deeded on January 22,
1897. For its first eight years of
existence, congregations gath-
ered for meetings in a brush ar-
bor at the sight.

Hills Grove Missionary Bap-
tist Church was erected as a
frame structure in early 1905.

James Bennett served as first
pastor, and membership in Au-
gust of that year numbered 12
people.

In April of 1906, a special
offering was taken to purchase
the church’s first Sunday
School literature and 75 cents
was received. According to
church minutes, for the year of
1906, the pastor was paid $4.05.

In November of 1914, dur-
ing the young church’s second
baptismal service, Roscoe Hill
was baptized. Hill was the
grandson of W. G. Hill, and
would go on to serve 23 years
as church treasurer and 43 years
as its clerk.

The otiginal wooden struc-
ture burned in 1956, but was re-
built soon afterwards with con-
crete and block. It was remod-
eled in 1964 with a brick exteri-

or. Later additions included a

basement, which eventually be-
came a fellowship hall.

In 1997, a 3,000-foot addi-
tion was completed with much
of the work supplied by men of
the church. The project includ-
ed a larger fellowship hall, a
new baptistry and a steeple.

The church now has approxi-
mately 50 active members. Em-
mett Crotts, a resident of Cana,
Va., has served as the church’s
pastor for the past seven years.

“We’ve had a small group
the entire time,” Stewart noted,
“but this has always been a very
close congregation. This has
been a good, spiritual church
and visitors have always com-
mented on the warm greetings
and presence of the Spirit.
We’re out in the country, but
this church is a shining star to
this community.”
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Hills Grove Baptist Church will celebrate its 10
1 niversary in special services on Sunday.




