
From the ~aleigh rl egister. 
CORRESPONDENCE 

His Honor, Chief Justice Pearsonr 

Having seen the proclamation of the President of the Confederate 
States, I am desirous of knowing whether I am affected by it, or 
would be considered a citizen as if a native. 

I was born in the State of New York in 1795, and in 1820 removed 
to North Carolina, where I have resided ever since. I married in 
North Carolina1 all my property is herer am an acting Justice of 
the Peace in Yadkin, and have been for many years, and have held 
offices of trust and profit under the State, and have repeatedly 
sworn allegiance to North Carolina. I settled to remain permanent
ly, and have never altered my intention of remaining. Am I requir
ed to do any act under that proclamation. An answer will oblige, 

. ,, 6 Yours truly, 
Yadkin, N.C., AUG. 2~, 18 1. JAS. R. DODGE 

(The above letter is followed by an answer). 
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DEATH OF JAMES R. DODGE 

It is with feelings of regret that we announce the death of our 

esteemed old friend, James R. Dodge, on Tuesday 24th ult. He died 

at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. Chalmers Glenn, near Leaks
ville, Rockingham County, at the advanced age of 84 years and near
ly three months. 

Mr. Dodge was born October 27th, 1795, in Johnstown, a village on 
the Mohawk, in the State of New York, and was a nephew of the late 

Washington Irvin. 
He served his country as a soldier in the war of 1812, and en

joyed a pension in his old age. 
He came South in early life, soon after the war of 1812, and lo

cated in Petersburg, where he merchandised for some time and then 
came into North Carolina, settled in Surry County, and practiced 
law. He married Miss Williams, a daughter of Major Joseph Williams, 

and resided for a number of years on his plantation on the Yadkin 

river. He filled several important offices--as Chairman of the Surry 

and Yadkin County Court, and Clerk of the State Senate, and for 

some time Clark of the Western Circuit of the Supreme Court of this 

State. After the sectional war he went to the city of New York, 
having received an appointment in the U.S. Custom-House, which off
ice he retained until warned by advancing years to retire. He re

turned to this State and resided with his daughter in Rockingham, 
and spending several months for the past five years at the Salem 
Hotel. 

Mr. Dodge retained his mental faculities to a wonderful extent, 

and was a pleasant companion, full of life and vivacity. He spent 

last Christmas holidays here and left in the early part of the 
year for his home with his daughter. He leaves three children, Col. 

Richard Dodge, U.S.A., Mrs. Chalmers Glenn, and Miss Mollie Dodge, 

the latter has the misfortune to be blind, and resides in this place. 

He frequently remarked that his life had been a pleasant one, and 

now that it was almost spent, he looked forward to the end compla

cently and with christian fortitude. His remains were interred in 

the family burying ground at Sauratown. 
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From: THE UNION HE PUBLICAN, Thursday, March 4, 1880 

Dl~ ATH OF JMTr:s R . DO:J GE 

Col. James ~ . Dodge died at the reside nc e of h is daughter, OCrs. 
Chalmers Glenn, in .~ ockir..gham County, on the "'light of the 24th of 
February, 1880. The following sketch of hi s life we take from a 
biog raphical sketch in Ha le's j eekly, gled~~~ i n a great measure 
from a manuscript written by himself, and given to hi s wife, n ot 
of course for publication, but to keep for the benefit of his child
ren and grand-children. 
, ~o l. Dodge was born October 27, 1795 , in J ohnstown, a village on 
the Mohawk, in the State of New York, famous as the residence of 
Sir vJal ter Johnson, the former Governor of all the Ind ian tribes 
in the North. Full of life and vivacity, and fond of all sports, 
he received a good academic educ a tion, and although his father 
wished him to finish at Union College , his great desire wa0 to see 
undiscovered lands and to join J estern expeditions. When he was 
seventeen years old the war of 1812 be g an, and as his father was a 
Brigadier General, and in command at Sackett's Harbor, he was with 
him as an aide. Full of glee and perfectly happy, he there s aw 
company and sights that h e enjoyed; Commodore ~hauncey and Captain 
Woolsey of the Navy and Col McComb, afterwarrls commander-in-chief 
of the army, were guests at his father's tabl e . This life suited 
him so well that after their discharge and the return of his father 
to Albany, where he then lived, he joined as a volunteer in a com
pany called "The Albany Independent Volunteers." Capt. Judson, and 
they marGhed to Brooklyn Heigh t s , to me et Gen . ~akenham, and remain
ed there until Gen. Pakenham c hanged his cours e for New Orleans, 
wr.er e he met Gen. Jackson and defeat. 

After pe ace he became a clerk in h is uncle's store, in Ne w York 
city, and passed some years in his family. Enjoy ing the most re
fined society, with a promise and pr ospect of getting into busine s s 
by hi s uncle's aid, he yet b elieved he could achieve a more splendid 
success in the South, and embarked in the brig Jo hn, in October, 
1814, for Charleston, 3.C., armed with the bes t letters from New 
York that the city could afford. J hen off the coa s t of Virginia they 
encountered a most t e rrific storm which kept all hands and the pas
s engers at the pu~ps for thirty six hours, and they finally put in 
at Norfolk, Va. Here he met a n old friend, Hiram Paulding, after
wards an Admiral, then a midshipn an on the Macedonian, which was 
d ismantled and partially wrecked in t~e same storm. " vJh ile" (we 
quote his own words) "in Norfolk during the repairing of the hric;, 
I made an excursion to Petersburg, Va. , to see some thing of Southern 
life. But my fate was seale d , for better or wor se ~ the brig J ohn 
was condemned, my Charleston trip and hopes destroyed, and I made a 
speculation the cause of all my future misery and happiness. After 
struggling for two years ruin came, and i n the year 1821, still full 
of hope and armed with the kindest letters from all wh o had known 
me in Petersburg, and also with a license to practic e law in Virginia
given me, I fear more of favor than desert-I, like Christian in the 
~ilgrim's Progress did his sins, s trapped on my back my new debt of 
many thousands, jumped into the stage, then our only conveyance, and 
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landed in the streets of .~ aleigh, not knowing one human being in 
North ·-..Jarolina, and not having fifty dollars. But ~uffin and others, 
to whom my letters were directed, gathered around me. That noble 
court, Taylor, -· Henderson and Hall, repeated my license. Badger, 
Archibald Henderson and Gaston honored me with a friendship that 
lasted during their lives. They are now no more and with f.'anly and 
Guion, and a number more known afterwards, now, although of differ
ent denominations, all fill Christian graves. Soon collections that 
had been given me in Petersburg brought me to old Stokes, and at 
the County Court at Germanton I found the same reception from John 
Morehead, Thos. Settle, i1.ugustine H. ~-;hepperd, Nicholas l. v·l illiar.is 
and others, now all gone except the last. He was my fate! through 
him I became acquainted with his niece, then a small girl, but of 
a family famous for excellent wives. Her uncle Lewis ~J illiams was 
in Congress with my uncle ;r.J illiam Irving of New York, and in process 
of time she became my wife," 

Col. Dodge was a member 6f the Episcopal church, and as a delegate 
to the Episcopal Convention voted for Bishop tavenscroft, who was 
elected. During his life he filed many places of honor and trust; 
was Solicitor of the Superior Court for the Lincolnton district; 
for twelve or fourteen years Clerk of the Legislature; and also 
for many years Clerk of the Supreme Court in Morganton. He was mar
ried to Miss Susan V'Jilliams on the 24th of May, 1826, and resided in 
Wilkesboro for eight years. After he was elected Solicitor he removed 
to Lincolnton, where he resided four years. He was succeeded by his 
old friend Hamilton c. Jones, as Solicitor; and "then, upon consul
tation with my sympathising and truly pious wife, we r'3tired to the 
banks of the Yadkin, our cottage and farm. She managed at home, and 
I labored night and day at Court, at , {alei~~ a.nd at l\T: organton. At 
home we · were always happy; care or trouble never entered our door, 
and these years were far the happiest of my life. After many years 
of toil had passed, I well remember the look of my old friend ~uffin, 
then Chief Justice, when I handed to my old friend Jacob Ramsour 
$700?, which was the last debt I owed on earth. He was paid, and 
it is still the last." 

''The moral of this sketch is, persevere and do not look back, and 
our apparent misfortunes may be blessings in disguise." 
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1850 Surry County, N.C. 

Census 

ti 992 South Division 

DODGE, James Ro 54 m lawyer $1600 born NY .. Susannah 41 f NC 
II Susannah T. 21 f NC 
II Anna 19 f NC 
II Mary H. 17 f (blind) NC 

also 10 ~laves 

Karrin.ges-Surry Coo, N-..:: 

DODGE, James R. & Susan ':JII,LIAMS, 24May1826; A.H. Sherbert, bmo 
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