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Foreword 

My McCraw and Ahart families first were settled in Surry County, North 
Carolina in the late 1700s. They later moved together across the state line 
into Carroll County, Virginia. Most of my research was in Carroll County, 
Virginia for most of my people were settlers there. My Felts ancestor Ira 
Felts of Carroll County married Sintha Norman of Round Peak in Surry 
County, North Carolina below the Blaze Spur. The book Fisher's River 
Scenes by Harden "Skitt" Taliaferro in 1857 identifies the Blaze Spur as a 
marked trail between Carroll and Grayson Counties in Virginia down to 
Round Peak in Surry County, North Carolina. The Blaze Spur is the spur off 
the Blue Ridge Mountain east of Fisher Peak. 

I love history and human interest stories so for my own pleasure I wrote a 
few narratives based on facts that are found in public records. A cousin 
Wilma Jarrell Hiatt was also interested in the Round Peak history and 
furnished transcripts of public records that she had researched. I included 
what I could find on the people mentioned in Fisher's River Scenes and 
church records. Other sources are identified in the text. This is the most 
famous area in all of Surry County, North Carolina. 

- v -

Mary Felts Columbine 
April27, 2001 
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Blaze Spur 

According to a 1976 National Geographic Map the Fisher River comes 
out of Grayson County, Virginia. A Carroll County, Virginia land grant of 
40,194 acres dated March 30, 1795 was on the headwaters of the Yadkin, 
beginning at the top of Fisher Peak on the North Carolina line. The land 
then went north. 

Cornelious Keith, Jr. had a 133-acre land grant in Carroll County, 
Virginia on Fish River at the county (state) line, February 28, 1782. When 
part of Keith's grant was sold in May 1807, it was on Little Fish River at the 
county (state) line in Carroll County, Virginia. 

A few miles above Little Fish River in Carroll County we cross the Blue 
Ridge Parkway up to Crooked Creek. In 1809 Crofford Felts received a land 
grant of200 acres on Crooked Creek. He came to Carroll County, Virginia 
from Warren County, North Carolina between 1800 and October 24, 1809 
when he had his land surveyed. The grant is dated October 10, 1822. He 
had three sons with him: Randolph (born 1794), Jordon (born 1804), and 
Joshua Felts (born 1805). 

Joshua and wife Mary had at least ten children: Jordon, Sara Jane, 
Charity, Eliza, Elizabeth, James C., Iredell C., Selah, Rosey L., and William 
H. There were marriages between these Felts of Carroll County, Virginia 
and the Surry County, North Carolina Holders, Goldings, and Normans of 
Round Peak. 



Some information of Joshua Felts' children is recorded here. (1) Charity 
was born January 20, 1828 in Carroll County, Virginia and married Thomas 
Golding of Surry County, North Carolina. One oftheir children was 
Rosamond Golding who was born February 10, 1856 in Surry County and 
married Ira Creed Jones who was born in Carroll County. (2) Eliza Felts 
was born in 1826 in Carroll County and married George Washington Jones. 
One of their children was Ira Creed Jones who was born in 1855 in Carroll 
County and married Rosamond Golding of Surry County. (3) Elizabeth 
Felts was born in 1832 in Carroll County and married Ransom Lyons March 
30, 1848. Their son Osbourne Spencer Lyons was born in 1852 and married 
Lou Ella Ward. His son Charles Lyons married Julia Mary Jarrell, daughter 
ofBenjamin Jarrell and Susan Litisha Amburn of Surry County. (4) Sara 
Jane Felts was born in 1827 in Carroll County and married William Golding 
August 17, 1848 of Surry County. (5) Iredell (Ira) C. Felts was born in 1838 
in Carroll County and married Sintha Norman of Surry County on 
November 17, 1867. (6) William H. Felts' son Washington Monroe Felts, 
married Rosie J. Holder, the daughter of James Madison Holder, 
granddaughter ofDavis Maid Holder of Surry County. 

Home of Thomas and Charity Felts Golding in Surry County 

I do not believe that the Carroll County, Virginia Felts were coming 
down Pipers Gap to Flour Gap Road and down Old Fancy Gap Road then 
travel14 miles to Round Peak to meet their sweethearts in Surry County, 
North Carolina. I do not believe that they came from Carroll County 
through Grayson County down Lowgap Road to Round Peak. 
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Verda Hall Eads has lived on the present Pipers Gap Road since 1928. 
She said that the road turned towards Old Fancy Gap Road along what is 
now Miller Road. To get to her husband's grandfather's house near the 
Virginia line they went up the creek off what is now Miller Road. In 1911 
Elwood Eads was the water boy for the road crew as they built and cut the 
present day Pipers Gap Road. He was nine years old. His grandparents 
were Jacob Warren McCraw, Jr. and Nancy. He was born on Pipers Gap 
Road. Their farm road is now Eads Lane on the east side of the road above 
the bridge over Pauls Creek. In 1855 Miller Road was simply called the 
ridge road to Fancy Gap Road. The ridge road was a farm road to Hugh 
Miller's farm off Fancy Gap Road. Elwood Eads father James R. was a 
tenant farmer. Jim Eads bought his farm from the Captain Miller estate 
about 1897. The bridge over Pauls Creek on Pipers Gap Road was being 
built January 20, 1946 when Elwood and Verda's son was born. Since 1928, 
when Elwood and Verda Eads married, Pipers Gap Road was "moved a little 
to the west of where it was" near Eads Lane. It did come up near their bam 
on its way to present Miller Road. Their farm contained Captain Miller's 
orchard. A clause in the deed gives the Miller family half of the produce 
from the orchard for ten years after James Eads bought it. James' son 
Elwood inherited this farm. There was no bridge over Pauls Creek on Miller 
Road but a wooden bridge crossed over the creek on Pipers Gap until1946 
when a new bridge or culvert was built. Miller Road only received a name 
in recent years according to Verda Eads. 

Captain Miller was Francis Miller born in Germany. He was a Captain in 
the Civil War and kept the title as long as he lived. He settled at Lambsburg, 
Virginia but moved to Surry County, North Carolina after the war. In 
Carroll County 1850 census he was household 567. In household 566 was 
Soloman Hawks, born 1800, of Fisher's River Scenes. Joshua Felts was 
household 360 in 1850 and some of his girls had married Round Peak boys. 

Ring's Creek is fed by a spring at the southeast side of Round Peak 
Mountain. The creek flows south then turns east and empties into Little Fish 
River. Above Round Peak Mountain is where the old colonial road and 
footpath wound itself from the Hollows at what is now Mount Airy, up 
across what is now called Lowgap. Today the old colonial road is called Old 
Lowgap Road. Ivy Green Baptist Church is located there. 
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Ivy Green Baptist Church on 0 ld Lowgap Road (1931) 

In an 1815 tax assessment ofwhat is now Grayson County and south of 
Galax, Virginia there is mention of Fisher Gap Road. Thomas Davis' 97-
acre farm was on the Fisher Gap Road in 1815. (The Settlements, Alderman) 

Other documents for that area mention that Richard Larrows, the overseer 
of Fisher Gap Road was brought before the grand jury and charged for not 
putting up an index (road sign) on Fisher Gap Road at the fork leading to the 
furnace. This document is dated August 1808. I include this from 
Alderman's book because we know that there were marriages between 
settlers in the Round Peak area of Surry County and in Grayson and Carroll 
Counties in Virginia. The Thomas Davis land was very near the North 
Carolina border. Fisher Peak Mountain is north of Round Peak Mountain on 
the Blue Ridge Mountain. 

Cornelious Keith, Jr. had land surveyed on Fish River February 28, 1782 
on the state line. His father, Cornelious Keith, Sr. was there. On September 
27, 1787 Eli Norman sold Cornelious Keith, Jr. land on Nettles Nob near the 
Virginia line in Surry County. In 1728 the famous Virginian, William Byrd, 
wrote about Cornelious Keith, living within 50 miles of the coast. I cannot 
learn if they were in North Carolina or Virginia in 1728. Byrd wrote that 
they were living in a pigpen with no roof because the father didn't have 
money to buy nails to put on a roof. Byrd gave him a bill of credit to get 
nails. (The Dividing Line, by William Byrd) 
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It appears to me that the aristocratic William Byrd found Cornelious 
Keith, Sr. worthy of help. He had done the best he could but reached his 
limit. In October 1787 Cornelious Keith, Jr. sold to James Stewart 50 acres 
of the 100 that he bought from Eli Norman. In this document the land is said 
to be on the west side of Little Fisher River. Later owners of Cornelious, 
Jr.'s land in Carroll County, Virginia identify it as "on the fish river at the 
cuntry line." William Burrus later bought it and it was identified as on Little 
Fish River at the county line. A March 24, 1795 land record of this land 
shows Cornelious Keith of Surry County, North Carolina selling 130 acres 
in Carroll County, Virginia. This shows that he was then living in Surry 
County in March 1795 and he was listed as a taxpayer in Surry in 1786. My 
interest in the family was sparked by William Byrd's humorous but heart
wrenching description ofthem in the late fall of 1728. The Keiths were 
notable among Surry County's most historic families and chose to settle 
among the Normans at Round Peak Mountain in Surry County. His father's 
land grant in what is now Carroll County, Virginia is dated September 1, 
1783. Cornelious, Jr.'s land grant is the same date and he had 133 acres on 
the waters ofFish River. 

In 1809 Tartine Moseley was appointed to oversee the road "leading from 
Fishers Gap to Tartine Moseleys." {The Heritage of Surry County). The 
Moseleys lived a little southwest of Dobson and had land on the Rockford 
Road. Where was the Fishers Gap Road? Zach and John Senter and Davis 
Holder were appointed to fmd and mark the nearest and best way to 
Rockford, beginning at the ford on Fisher River, between Silvaner Rabons 
two plantations; date was February 10, 1802. According to the Hughes 
Historical Map, Silvaner Rabon did have two farms, one on each side of 
Little Fisher River. The road to Wilkes County forded Little Fisher River 
and Ring's Creek. This is about where Hwy 89 and Interstate 77 intersect 
near Round Peak Church Road. The only logical place for the appointed 
road is the present day Beulah-Prison Camp Road on the south end of Pine 
Ridge Road down to Red Bank Road. 

Tinkers visited rural areas every year peddling their skills and went to the 
Fisher River area. They would have their goods brought inland as far as was 
possible but they couldn't carry much on each trip into the country. They 
were menders of tin ware so didn't carry much with them. 

Uncle Davy Lane of Fisher's River Scenes died several years before the 
story was written in 1857. He told about using a little wagon to go from his 
home to pick up deer that he had killed at Sugar Loaf Mountain in Carroll 
County, Virginia. Another time he used his little wagon to go pick up 
turkeys that he killed at Nettles Nob on the Virginia-North Carolina border. 
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We know that there was some kind of"little" wagon road towards and into 
southern Carroll County. Davy Lane told that he had hunted deer about 
Fisher Gap, Blaze Spur, Flour Gap and clean around to Wards Gap. From 
Fisher Gap to Wards Gap was going east. Blaze Spur was east of Fisher 
Gap. Fisher Peak Mountain and Little Fisher River are north of Shipps 
Muster Ground. I do not believe that Blaze Spur is the present Lowgap 
Road for it is southwest of Fisher Peak. When Ellis F. Jarrell enlisted in the 
Confederate army at Independence, Virginia in 1862, he had to go up over 
the mountain to get to Grayson County, Virginia. 

Enoch Webb in Wagon During Com Harvest Time 

I've read every jot and title in John Alderman's book, The Settlements, all 
471 pages, 17 times. Three times I was looking for mention of roads, gaps, 
and wagon campgrounds. But, his book ends with 1815 and I didn't fmd the 
place I was looking for. I was convinced that there was a way down the 
mountain near Fisher Peak by 1850. There was "courtin' goin" on between 
the Felts boys in Carroll County, and the girls at Round Peak. In March 
1999 I bought Harden Taliaferro's book Fisher's River Scenes and I believe 
that I've discovered the trail. On pages 149-151 Larkin Snow described a 
fox hunt. They started on the west side of Skull Camp Mountain then to 
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Saddle Mountain, over Scotts Nob, to Cedar Ridge, up it, and over Fisher 
Peak, round back of the Blue Ridge then crossed over and down it at Blaze 
Spur, then down to and over Round Peak, then down Ring's Creek to Shipps 
Muster Ground, and on again to Skull Camp Mountain. I believe that the 
Blaze Spur was the way the boys came a courting. A Blaze is a marked trail 
through woods. Taliaferro was not talking about Pipers Gap as he identifies 
it separately as being near the Flour Gap and Nettles Nob. Hughes 
Historical Map locates these mountains and peaks along with the creeks and 
rivers. Many of the earliest settlers are located on the map in the general 
location of their settlement and creek or river. 

Due to the extent of land holdings the map cannot help as we would like 
but it is very helpful. For instance, land entry #186 dated June 15, 1778 
shows Thomas Normand enters 500 acres in Surry County, North Carolina 
on Little Fishers River to include Ely Norman, Aaron Cempts, and Henry 
Norman's improvements. Five hundred acres is a good spread of land. 

In the Surry County, North Carolina tax list of 1835 soon after the 
Fisher's River Scenes occurred, I found William Norman, my ancestor. He 
owned 340 acres. His son James was next to him and other neighbors were 
Daniel Noonkester and John Phillips. John T. Phillips' land was on Fishers 
River. In 1862 tax list William and James' land was on Ring's Creek with 
230 acres and son James was next to him with 50 acres. Ring's Creek flows 
into Little Fisher River on the west bank of Little Fisher. In Harden 
Taliaferro's book, Fisher's River Scenes, pages 14-15, he places Shipps 
Muster Ground on Ring's Creek between Big Fisher and Little Fisher River, 
being the common center of rendezvous for the whole country. 

Trying to identify the parents of William Norman is beyond my abilities. 
He was born about 1785 according to the 1860 census of Surry County. 
That year he was 75 years old and feeble but living on his own land with his 
son James. James was born in 1807 and is my line. From the Surry County 
Genealogical Association journal I learned that William Norman was born 
about 1784 and married Delilah Barker. Uncle Billy Norman is in two of 
Taliaferro's tales in Fisher's River Scenes. 

William Barker was an early landowner in Surry County. He was located 
on a creek that flows into Little Fisher River and below the mouth of Ring's 
Creek where it empties into Little Fisher. His deed was dated 1791. There 
is documental reason to believe that he is the father of Delilah Barker, (the 
wife of William Norman) and of Jeremiah Barker. 

Zachariah Senter was an early settler receiving a deed in 1786. In 1793 
he bought another 100 acres from William Norman, possibly the father of 
my William Norman. Zachariah was on Little Fisher River above Ring's 
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Creek and Shipps Muster Ground. John Holder was another early settler in 
1 784 but was on Stewarts Creek. All of these families formed ties through 
marriage as the years passed. Public records indicate that often one or two 
of a family went out to scout out the land and make a beginning for the rest 
to follow. This seems to be the case with the Barkers and Normans. 

Stephan Senter was in Carroll County, Virginia before April 1792. He 
had a land grant for 300 acres on Back Creek, a branch of Pauls Creek. He 
had the land surveyed April 12, 1792. He received the grant August 31, 
1789. He received another grant of 60 acres on Pauls Creek June 29, 1793. 
On August 17, 1792 he received a grant to another 43 acres on the east side 
of Pauls Creek. In 1794 Stephan sold the 300-acre tract on Back Creek. He 
sold two other tracts in 1791. {The Settlements, Alderman) It's likely that 
Stephan was related to Zachariah Senter of Surry County. 

About the only place where you can meet the Blue Ridge Mountain face 
to face in Surry County, North Carolina is in the northwest comer. From 
there you can see the three long spurs that jut to the south into Surry County 
from the mountain in Virginia. The spurs divide the creeks and rivers in the 
northwest portion of the county. Little Fisher River comes out of Carroll 
County, Virginia between two of these spurs and flows south where it is fed 
by many springs. Eventually it meets Big Fisher River to form Fisher River. 
To the east of Little Fisher River another spur divides the waters of Stewarts 
Creek from Pauls Creek. To the west of Little Fisher River there is another 
spur. There are hundreds of springs in the south face ofthe Blue Ridge 
Mountain that come together to the south of the mountain. 

In 1857 Harden Taliaferro wrote Fisher's River Scenes about the places 
and people in the northwest comer of Surry County, North Carolina. He 
published it in 1859. Blaze Spur is mentioned several times as a way over 
the steep face of the Blue Ridge Mountain and into Virginia. At the top of 
one of the three spurs is Fisher Peak that sits atop of the crest of the Blue 
Ridge. There is a spur on each side of this one. Every time that the Blaze 
Spur is mentioned it is to the east of Fisher Peak so I know that it was not 
the present Low Gap which wasn't cut until the 1930s. In Taliaferro's book, 
the peaks, spurs, and gaps are mentioned frequently. 

I wanted to find the Blaze Spur that is east of Fisher Peak, so early one 
morning we left Mount Airy, North Carolina heading west on Route 89. 
About ten or twelve miles west we turned north on the Round Peak Church 
Road and bore off onto Bryant Road. Bryant Road was a switchback road 
but it finally descended into a valley formed by Little Fisher River. I was 
determined to fmd every spur from Highway 52 and Route 89. Bryant Road 
came into Old Lowgap Road and we turned east. Soon we crossed over Pine 
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Ridge Road and turned onto Imogene Church Road. I could see a long spur 
off the mountain coming south then curving to the west towards Old 
Lowgap Road. We turned and came back to 0 ld Lowgap Road and 
followed it to Highway 89. I saw two more spurs off the mountain that 
came down toward Old Lowgap Road. We turned around again and 
followed Old Lowgap Road until we came back to Pine Ridge Road. We 
followed it east-northeast to Pipers Gap Road and went north into Virginia 
above Lambsburg. This road becomes Route 620 in Virginia and is terrible 
and narrow. As it climbs the steep face of the Blue Ridge Mountain it 
switches back and forth, back and forth, seemingly for five miles. The crest 
of the mountain is some 3,000 feet high in places. The Sugar Loaf Mountain 
juts about four miles south of the mountain and the Interstate 77 comes 
down the side of it. There are no comfortable roads up and down the 
mountain. 

As we switched back and forth on Virginia Road 620 John had to keep 
changing to lower gears. I was afraid that he would run out of lower gears to 
switch to. I grabbed hold of the dashboard with my left hand and with my 
right hand I gripped the door and I pushed as hard as I could. We finally got 
to the top of the mountain and I told John to get me away from that terrible 
Route 620 so he went northwest to Fancy Gap and the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
We went west on the Parkway to get above the south spurs that I was 
looking for. At some of the overlooks I could see two spurs and beyond one 
of them I could see the radio towers on the top of Fisher Peak. We 
continued west to Lowgap at Highway 89 and into Surry County. After we 
got down the mountain we again got on the Old Lowgap Road to count the 
spurs off the mountain. I found three of them again and was satisfied. The 
center spur leads up to the top of Fisher Peak on the crest of the Blue Ridge. 

A View of the Mountain Range From Old Lowgap Road 

A blaze was slash marks made on trees to mark a path for the people. My 
ancestor William Norman lived in that area all of his life. On a deed in 1800 
his boundary was a blaze of trees on the south side ofLittle Fisher River. 
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Old Lowgap Road is just a few feet north of that blaze of trees and the Little 
Fisher River. His son James Norman is my line and he lived in the area all 
of his life, next to his father. In 1862 their land was on Ring's Creek below 
the Old Lowgap Road. In the classic book Fisher's River Scenes he is 
mentioned twice and the author called him "Uncle" Billy Norman, a title of 
respect and affection, not of blood. 

The Norman name is old and came from the Norsemen or men of the 
north. They came out of Scandinavia and invaded the northern part of 
France. They named their land Norway. William the Conquerer was one of 
them. His followers are the Normans. They were not nobility but they 
needed a name. William the Conqueror invaded England in 1066 AD and 
gave his followers land. Beyond this I know nothing. The Normans may 
have come from England to America. 

My interest in my people has been stirred in what most people call the 
Round Peak area because it has received so little attention. Surry County 
historians barely mention it except for those they term prominent. The 
Round Peak people were made prominent in Fisher's River Scenes. The 
book is of national interest and is listed as International Folklore, tales, 
American wit and humor, Surry County, North Carolina social life and 
customs, anecdotes, satire, etc. Surry County historians may not recognize 
Uncle Billy Norman and John Senter as prominent people but I do. Samuel 
Lowe is prominent and Fountain Jarrell, William Barker and others are 
notable, because I choose to make note of them. 

Wilma Jarrell Hiatt has done research and has been a tremendous help 
with what she finds in public records. Because we share an ancestor or two 
she has helped me with my Normans also. For the earliest records the 
information is skimpy but I will use what is found. Sometimes what I have 
is the bare bones found in the early census and tax records. On the land 
records we often learn who the neighbors were and I've done a little 
searching on those family names. 

I have a special interest in the Blaze Spur that is mentioned in Fisher's 
River Scenes. There were a lot of marriages between the people of Carroll 
County, Virginia and the people of Fisher River in Surry County, North 
Carolina. I wonder how they met. The Felts' family of Carroll County lived 
"over the mountain." Along with others I am interested in the roads in the 
extreme northwest portion of Surry County. I could have fun adding some 
fiction but I refuse to do that. I have researched the tales that my great
grandpa Phillips told and found them to be true stories. I will use stories that 
have been handed down by families. Sometimes I used the research of 
others and I made note of the source. 
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Shipps Muster Ground 

Shipps Muster Ground is the most historic site in Surry County, North 
Carolina and was named for the Shipp family that lived there. Micajah 
Oglesby owned land near Ring's Creek and Little Fisher River in northwest 
Surry County by 1786. In his will of June 27, 1828 he names his daughter 
Elizabeth Shipp. Elizabeth married John Shipp January 20, 1816 and she 
was listed as head of household in 1835 near the Oglesby land. It appears 
that her husband John Shipp had died by 1835. 

Caldwell Shipp is mentioned in Harden Taliaferro's book, Fisher's River 
Scenes, and is a bondsman for three marriages in Surry County 1823-1825. 
His name is sometimes spelled Clowell and Clawell. Shipps Muster Ground 
was on Ring's Creek, the common meeting ground for the whole county. 
The widow Elizabeth Shipp had 250 acres of land in 1835 near Oglesby and 
the first name of the Oglesby is not given, but surely was Elizabeth's brother. 

The Ring's Creek area of Surry County is the most notable area in the 
county. Recent historians of Surry County tend to write about the wealthier 
families and their accomplishments but the people in the Ring's Creek 
community were written up in history in 1857. 

Long before that date the area was a mustering place for the county 
militia in northwest Surry County. Shipps Muster Ground was on Ring's 
Creek. From the beginning of settlements in western North Carolina there 
were threats and fears ofindians. The records of Surry County's Col. Martin 
Armstrong reported to the Governor and the assembly of the dangerous 
Indian unrest on the western frontier and of the Indian violence at 
Greenbrier, Virginia in 1773. (Hughes Historical Map) 

Our ftrst recorded Norman was Eli Norman on a 1771 tax list of Surry 
County, North Carolina one year after Surry broke off the larger Rowan 
County. Col. Armstrong was ordered to take a regiment and suppress the 
Cherokees west of the mountain in 1776. In 1788 Armstrong reported on 
the Indian disorders and killings in Hawkins County, North Carolina (now in 
Tennessee). (Hughes Historical Map) 

Virginia records show similar Indian troubles in 1776 and 1777. The 
Indian troubles began in 1662 in the coastal settlements and continued until 
the end of the Revolutionary War. It was fear of Indian attacks more than 
actual attacks that kept Surry County people alert. The German Moravians, 
in what is now Forsyth County but then was Surry County, reported and 
recorded the Indian threat. 
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Ring's Creek in Surry County is at the foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains from where Indian massacres of settlers were occurring. Early 
settlers on and near Ring's Creek were the Senters, Barkers, Snows, 
Goldens, Taliaferros, Normans, Creeds, Holders, Davis', Nelsons, McCraws, 
Cockerhams, Keiths, Rabons, Tuckers, Gallions, and Franklins. Modern 
historians tend to only mention the Taliaferros and Franklins but Harden 
Taliaferro wrote about the common people that he knew in the Ring's Creek 
community. 

In 1786 the Surry County tax list records three Normans owning 700 
acres of land with the 100 acres that Eli Norman sold in 1787 that totals 800 
acres of Norman land. William Norman and his oldest son James are shown 
to live on Ring's Creek in later tax list. Together they owned 280 acres in 
1862. 

Indian Attack in Tennessee, Album of American History 
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Fisher Peak 

From the 1600s traditions through the Civil War accounts, men have 
hiked themselves up the highest peaks and climbed the highest tree - to scout 
out the land. Fisher Peak has been used to spy out the vista throughout the 
twentieth century. In the early years, as rumors spread, the pioneers scouted 
for the smoke.ofindian fires from the tallest tree on the highest hill. 
Following this custom the twentieth century fire towers are built on the 
loftiest ridges and peaks. In the 1820s the folks in the Round Peak 
community in northwest Surry County, North Carolina used Fisher Peak to 
spy out the land. (Fisher's River Scenes) The North Carolina-Virginia line 
crosses over the top of the peak and no settlements were made on the 
Virginia side in the early settlements. (The Settlements, Alderman) Once 
over the Blue Ridge Mountain on the Virginia side, Carroll County is on a 
plateau with rolling hills and gentle valleys. 

Fisher Peak is on the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountain above Round 
Peak in northwest Surry County. Just a few miles north of Fisher Peak in 
Carroll County, Virginia the Felts family settled before 1809 on Crooked 
Creek. They came from Warren County, North Carolina. Other families 
moved to Surry and Wilkes Counties, North Carolina. 

In Surry County just south of Round Peak was the Wilkes Road which 
turned southwest to Wilkes County near the Yadkin River. Land records in 
Carroll County show that folks there knew that Little Fisher River fed the 
Yadkin River- the southern boundary of present Surry County. 

Folks were not as ignorant as they are depicted. Historians agree that 
settlers were hospitable to travelers, even though not all settlers were kind 
hearted, they wanted news. There was a thirst for information all over the 
country. Handbills were nailed to churches and courthouses but they were 
few and far between. The campgrounds for wagoneers were another 
common place to post a notice- nailed to a tree. 

Folks in Carroll County, Virginia and Surry County, North Carolina 
could spot cabin sites from the top of Fisher Peak by watching for smoke 
from chimneys. Sometimes they could see a cabin but usually it was the 
smoke. Some of the folks east ofRound Peak in Surry had moved to Carroll 
County, south of the mountain. The McCraw, Ahart, and Burrus families 
settled in Surry but were buying land and receiving grants by 1800 in Carroll 
County. 

On top of the mountain just a few miles northwest of Fisher Peak a group 
of Quakers had settled very early in Carroll County and the Round Peak 
folks knew some of them. (Fisher's River Scenes) In Fisher's River Scenes 
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Harden Taliaferro wrote that there were many Tories in that section but the 
Whigs drove most of them into the hills. The Quakers were pacifist and 
considered to be Tories, traitors to America. They left the area going to 
Ohio and Indiana around 1826. From the sketch in Fisher's River Scenes, it 
appears that some of our Fisher River folks enjoyed harassing the Quakers. 

Since coming from the Grayson County, Virginia courthouse they passed 
the Quaker settlement and came down Blaze Spur. We know that this was a 
common route. We know from Carroll County land records and maps where 
the Quakers lived in Carroll. We know who sold them land for their meeting 
house in Carroll County. In The Settlements, Alderman wrote that Hwy 97 
today generally follows the stream where the Quaker settlement was located, 
on a south ridge overlooking Wards Mill Creek they built their meeting 
house. The Round Peak settlers in Surry County had a Blaze Spur up the 
mountain. In Carroll County a road bore off the Flour Gap Road to the west 
into present Grayson County, Virginia about where Hwy 97 is located. 
Flour Gap road is now Route 620. Hwy 97 may have been the Fisher Gap 
Road mentioned in the road orders. The South men were supposed to help 
keep up a portion ofFisher Gap Road in 1807-1808. (The Settlements, 
Alderman) The Souths were the family mentioned in Fisher's River Scenes. 
A road was proposed in 1806 from Crooked Creek in Carroll to the Grayson 
courthouse (west of present Galax, Virginia). Later the road was built. (The 
Settlements, Alderman) The Grayson courthouse was at a town called 
Greenville in a 1803 land record. Numerous bits of information in Carroll 
County records further confirm the above. Fisher's River Scenes link Blaze 
Spur to Carroll County and Grayson County as the way up and down the 
mountain near Fisher Peak. This was the way that Carroll County men and 
women of Virginia met and married folks from the Round Peak section, 
below the Blaze Spur, in northwest Surry County. 
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A Narrative of Round Peak Settlers 
Human Interest 

The Old Wagon Road came out ofPatrick-Henry County, Virginia into 
Stokes County, North Carolina winding its way to Rowan County, North 
Carolina. A road branched off turning west to Surry County where it joined 
Quaker Road at Westfield. Along this road were the Easleys from Henry 
County and the Shipps. The Snow family came out ofVirginia to Surry 
County and Fountain Jarrell was born in Virginia. The Barkers were early 
settlers in Henry County and they came to Surry County. Land records 
show that the Barkers were in present Patrick County on the Mayo River and 
Spoon Creek. Patrick broke offHenry County in 1791. 

Zachariah Senter was born in the last half ofthe 1700s, being over 45 
years old in 1820. He was in Surry County before 1786. Just over the 
Virginia border there was Stephan Senter and Tandy Senter. The first of the 
Normans were in Surry County by 1771 along with John Dyer, George and 
Thomas Barker, and John Rayburn (Rabon?). Moser (Moses) Cockerham 
was another settler in Surry County by 1771. These were the foot soldiers, 
"Woodsmen with the bark still on," as some have said. They had walked 
through many waters and clawed their way up many a hill. Coming down 
the Old Wagon Road out of Virginia into what is now Stokes County, North 
Carolina but then Surry County, the pioneers avoided the Blue Ridge 
Mountain. As far as possible the paths followed ridges and were called 
ridge paths. The path turning off the 0 ld Virginia Wagon Road and went 
west into the present Surry County where it joined the Quaker Road then to 
the Old Hollow Road which led north into Virginia- across the terrible Blue 
Ridge Mountain. 

The Old Hollow Road ran north and south through Surry County going 
through the trading post called Mount Airy. From the trading post an old 
Indian path led into the northwest corner of Surry County. Among the 
earliest settlers in northwest Surry County were Moses Cockerham and Eli 
Norman. They were there when Surry broke off from Rowan County in 
1771. 

This story is based on facts that are found in public records but I am tired 
of documenting dates and places. This is a human interest account of a few 
families that settled at the northwest corner of Surry County. I owe a debt to 
Wilma Jarrell Hiatt for the numerous transcripts of public records on her 
family and mine. We owe a debt to Harden Taliaferro who wrote an account 
of some of our people in 1857, entitling his account, Fisher's River Scenes. I 
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thank everyone that has labored over public records and published them, 
making it easier for the rest of us. 

I am leaving aside the weary process of claiming a tract of land in North 
Carolina before 1776, and getting on to the good stuff. When Moses 
Cockerham and Eli Norman left the Hollow Road in Surry County, they 
followed an Indian trail, which became over time a blazed trail to guide the 
way. They hacked out gashes in the trees along the way and they were the 
trail blazers. The trail carried them within sight of the majestic Blue Ridge 
Mountains where dozens of springs ran clear, to form Little Fisher River. 
This spot is one of the most awe-inspiring places that I've ever seen. 
Standing on a ridge along that trail to look north, there is a valley that leads 
to the Virginia border which they called the country line. The mountain 
rises north of the valley so steep that no one has ever settled there. The land 
where Eli and Moses settled is mostly small mountain peaks and ridges. 
Some ridges go east to west while others are north to south. Round Peak 
Mountain is a small mountain near the old trail and was made famous in 
1857 by Harden Taliaferro. To get away from the Blue Ridge Mountains all 
of the creeks run south and east. Some are called rivers but don't deserve 
that name as they leave the mountain. 

Eli Norman didn't stay long in Surry County, but his kinsman Thomas 
Norman and his family were there before 1778. Thomas, Sr. received two 
land grants that totaled 870 acres, one was on the old Indian trail where Eli 
and Moses had land. By 1786 Zachariah Senter had bought 150 acres near 
the Normans. Three years later he had 200 acres and continued to buy land. 

Thomas Norman had at least three grown sons Thomas, Jr., Henry, and 
William. William stayed on that land when others moved to other places in 
Surry County. The children ofWilliam Norman and Zack Senter grew up 
together at Round Peak. 

Davis Holder also settled in the Round Peak section near the Normans 
and Senters in the 1 790s. He was also from Virginia. Sometime after 1840 
Fountain Jarrell moved from an adjoining county to the Round Peak section. 
Fountain was born in Virginia but his family dropped off to the east of the 
Old Wagon Road in Rockingham County, North Carolina. His descendants 
added to the fame of the Round Peak area and by 1950 everyone in Surry 
County had heard of the Jarrell family. 

The Normans, Senters, Barkers, and Holders are the main families in this 
story in the earliest years of Surry County but the Felts family ofthe Blue 
Ridge Mountains of Virginia have a part. They blazed a trail down a spur of 
the mountain, which became known as the Blaze Spur. The Felts came from 
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eastern North Carolina to Carroll County, Virginia just across the state line, 
above Round Peak in Surry County. 

Thomas Norman, Sr. died and his estate was settled in 1789. A land 
record mentioned William Norman's spring branch August 4, 1787. In 1790 
he owned 150 acres on Little Fisher River and received a land grant that 
crossed a branch, which is called Ring's Creek. William, Jr. had four 
children, James Isaac (my line), Lydia, William Hardin, and Susan. William 
married Delilah Barker, the daughter of William Barker, about 1805. Their 
first child James was hom in 1807. Lydia married Aaron McKinney and 
they lived near her father on Ring's Creek. James married Rebecca Johnson 
or Johnston, and William Hardin married Matilda Branner. James lived next 
to his father. 

Zachariah Senter had a son John hom about 1799 and was a companion 
to James and William H. Norman. 

William Barker's wife is not known but they had John, Jeremiah and 
Delilah. The Barker children were hom in Virginia: Delilah in 1786, 
Jeremiah about 1770, and John's birth date is not known. Jeremiah's oldest 
son Leander was hom May 8, 1818 in Surry County. 

Davis Holder's son "Maid" was hom in the Round Peak section in 1818 
and he was a unique character. They lived near John Senter and Dick Snow 
along Little Fisher River, south of the Round Peak. 

John Senter inherited land from his father Zachariah and he turned out to 
be frugal and cantankerous as a man. 

There weren't any roads in that area except for the blazed paths. 
Zachariah Senter and his brother John were ordered by the court to mark out 
a road from the Little Fisher River ford to Rockford in May 1804. Rockford 
was the county seat and a long way from the ford on Little Fisher River. 
Davis Holder was to help them. When that tax district was laid out, the 
western edge ran north to south and no road was mentioned. The eastern 
and southern boundary of their tax district bordered on roads. There were 
main roads leading to the trading post and from the trading post south to the 
county seat. To get to John Senter's place in 1850 they went up the creek till 
they came to John Senter's path. To get from this Round Peak section to the 
county seat required an overnight stop; so, over time a campground was 
established along the way. Friction matches were invented in 1827 and first 
used in America in 183 8 but it was many years before they reached the 
backwoods of Surry County. The farmers ofRound Peak camped near a 
house and they borrowed fire from that family. 

At the campgrounds there was room for three or four wagons ®d every 
man hoped to fmd company there. It was common practice for the mc:n ~\). 
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set a day and several of them would make the trip to the trading post 
together. From the Round Peak area it was "some distance" to the post. 
They hoped for other company, not because they were lonely, but were 
hoping to hear news from other parts of the country. Dick Snow, a neighbor, 
born about 1801, was a companion of James and William Hardin Norman 
and John Senter. James said, "gitten there is half the fun." There was a 
campground at the trading post at Mount Airy, being hungry for news they 
usually spent the night there before returning home. There were other 
campgrounds on the Hollow Road between the trading post and the German 
settlement at Salem (now Winston-Salem). The camp at Pinnacle served 
those coming in from the southeast of the county. At Rural Hall, North 
Carolina on the Hollow Road there was a major camp for wagoneers which 
was still being used after 1900 for folks coming out of Stokes County and 
Patrick County. 

Main Street in Mount Airy Looking South (Also Called the Hollows) 

There wasn't a reason for our Round Peak folks to travel to Salem, the 
traders did that, bringing supplies back to Surry County. They also brought 
back news from Salem. Salem was in the southern part of old Surry County 
until1849 when they broke offto form Forsyth County. In the 1850s the 
courthouse was moved to the center of the remaining Surry County. There 
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was a crossroads there but not a dwelling in sight of it. The road to the old 
courthouse crossed an east-west road that came out of the trading post (now 
Mount Airy). There was a campground there and folks got the news from all 
over the county. This crossroads is now Dobson, North Carolina and the 
new courthouse was built there in the 1850s. For their trips to the 
courthouse or to Mount Airy, Hollin Senter made johnnycakes and Rebecca 
Norman cooked a pot of peas. These were carried under the seat of the 
wagon. Johnnycakes are a corruption of the journey cakes and give us an 
idea of the early dialect of the people. The pot of peas was warmed over the 
campfire. The women depended on grease to soften the com cakes for there 
was no baking powder to lighten it. The wife of Dick Snow was Sally 
Tucker and they were generous folk in all their ways. Sally made "puddin" 
for their trip and rashers of fried meat. Their main trip was in late fall when 
the crops were in. Chestnuts and irish potatoes were traded for pins and 
needles. Chinquapins and flaxseed were a commodity used in trade for 
gunpowder and salt. Salt was a major need for curing meat and pickling 
vegetables. Some of the Tuckers owned slaves and were called quality folks 
and "the wealthiest of the lot." 

Chinquapins on Top of Fisher Peak 
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Before the courthouse was moved to Dobson the farmers traveled to 
Rockford on the Y adkin River which was also a trade post. William Hardin 
Norman's wife Matilda loved cheese which we called cottage cheese. She 
always made balls of this cheese for Hardin's trips but made enough for 
everyone. William H. Norman, Jr. was called Hardin to distinguish him 
from his father. 

It was three or four miles from the Senter farm to the Norman's and in 
between them lived the Maid Holder family. The Snow family was 
adjoining a little to the southeast. Above them all was old Moses 
Cockerham, Sr. and his family. Their first son was James, born about 1816 
after Moses, Sr. came to the Round Peak area. James was a good friend to 
the Norman, Holder, and Senter boys. 

The fall trade trips for the men gave the women the opportunity to "meet 
half way" and have a day of gossip and companionship. There was a brush 
arbor for shade and naps for the babies. A gourd dipper was hung on the 
fork of a tree for drinking. There were apples and chestnuts for their midday 
meal and Matilda Norman brought a big ball of cheese, tied up in a rag. 
Hollin Senter's offerings were greasy journey cakes (or hoecakes), fit for a 
king. All of the women wore large tow aprons with big pockets which 
served to carry stuff in. Hollin wrapped her hoecakes in a rag but it left a 
greasy spot on her apron. Delilah Norman, wife of William, Sr., made a 
dandy pudding from butter, cream, flour, and honey. In the fall of the year 
she added crushed chestnuts that the grandchildren hammered to pieces. 
The pot of pudding was too heavy for one to carry but three or four 
grandchildren took turns, complaining all the way. Delilah's father, William 
Barker, moved back to Henry County, Virginia about 1809 and died by 
1819. Delilah and her brothers, John and Jeremiah Barker, were his heirs. 
The settlement of his estate took many years and was a frustration to his 
children. 

Jeremiah Barker married Susannah Galyean and their first son Leander 
was born May 8, 1818 in Surry County. The Galyean family lived a little 
west of the other families but their wagon path passed by the Snow's and 
Taliaferro's land as they went to market. Susannah brought slices of 
potatoes which they roasted over a fire, pushing sticks through the slices. 
When half done and crisp, they were good with a little of Matilda's cottage 
cheese spread on them (chips and dip for us). Susannah hitched a ride to 
Round Peak as Jeremiah came in but had to spend the night at the Norman's. 
The women's "society" broke up about three in the afternoon for they had to 
walk home before dark to milk the cow. There's reason to believe that these 
social meetings were at Shipps Muster Ground on Ring's Creek but may 
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have been further up towards Maid Holder's farm, his farm being about 
"halfway" up Little Fisher River. Maid was a little curious about people 
trespassing on his clearing, which was on Little Fisher River. The only level 
ground is in the narrow valleys along Ring's Creek and Little Fisher River. 

Planning a trip to market was a chancy deal, not knowing what the 
weather would be. Watching the leaves on trees for turning leaves often 
indicated wet weather. Knowing when to plant spring crops was guess work 
but at Round Peak they had a saying "wake snake, the winters broke." 
When they saw the first snakes crawling, it was safe to begin planting. 
Snakes hibernate under leaves so in the spring it takes a while for the heat of 
the sun to penetrate the leaves and "wake the snake." By then the soil is 
warm enough to sprout seeds. The first person to see a crawling snake 
reported it to his neighbors. We know that on July 4, 1854 it was 
"dingnation" hot and Maid Holder was cultivating his crops along Little 
Fisher River and John Senter's potatoes had sprouted, being fine green 
plants. Squire Freeman was hoeing com. 

Old William Norman, Sr. was called Uncle Billy by everyone. His two 
boys, James and W. Hardin, lived beside him with his married daughter, 
Lydia McKinney, being further up on Ring's Creek. Uncle Billy was born in 
1786 and married Delilah Barker about 1805. What records we have 
indicate that Uncle Billy was a humble man, hating violence. His son James 
seems to have had that same good nature and was very close to his parents. 
Until his parents became feeble James had 50 acres of land next to them, by 
1860 he was living in their home and taking care of them and the farm. His 
brother W. Hardin had moved a little east near Stewarts Creek. This was a 
very stable and close knit family, never leaving the area. From the early 
Norman's, Surry County boasts that the Norman's rank among the top ten in 
descendants in 1900. 

John Senter's farm covered both sides of Little Fisher River with the 
valley on both sides. On the west side above the bottom land there is a high 
ridge running north to south. On the side of this ridge John leveled out a 
piece of ground for his cabin (about 1826), the year that he married. 
By 1854 he owned pewter bowls and cups, and a cabin 10 by 18 feet with a 
roof weighted down by poles. Pewter is made of tin and lead, the lead being 
poisonous if it leaks from old vessels. The lead accumulates in the body 
causing anemia, weakness, constipation, colic, palsy and paralysis of the 
wrist and ankles. In Fisher's River Scenes there is no indication that John 
Senter had health problems of this sort unless his pumpkin yellow skin 
indicates anemia, his movements were irregular, sometimes rapid, which 
may have been palsy. John was frugal and may have continued to use the 
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old pewter that his mother had used. John died at about age 70-75. John 
was a cantankerous man but his buddy "Billy" Norman loved him dearly. 
John outlived Billy Norman by a few years and he missed him sorely. 

Little Fish River 

John and Billy taught their boys to hunt around the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains to the crest. John's son Soloman Senter met Sally Spencer 
at a cabin in the face of the Blue Ridge, near the Blaze Spur. The Spencer 
family lived three miles above John Senter's house. James Norman married 
Rebecca Johnson (Johnston) and she may have been from across the 
Virginia border. James Norman's daughter Sintha also married a man from 
over the mountain in Carroll County. Some ofSintha Norman's friends were 
Mary Holder, daughter of Maid Holder and Mary Senter, daughter of John. 
John Senter's daughter Nancy married Ellis Jarrell. The Jarrell's family lived 
above Round Peak along Old Lowgap Road and were a vital part of the 
community by 1850. Fountain Jarrell, father of Ellis, was said to have been 
a hard drinking horse trader and was away from home a lot. By 1850 he had 
four boys 10 to 15 years old and three older daughters, a good work force. 
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Apparently, what Fountain failed to do his wife and children carried on. It's 
about five miles from the lower tracts of land in this story to the Jarrell's 
land on Old Lowgap Road. 

The old Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church was established in 1825 
about two miles north of present Hwy 89, on a hill above Ring's Creek. The 
old church has been bulldozed off along with the tombstones at the 
cemetery. An outsider did it. A new church was built a little north of the 
old one on Round Peak Church Road. Buried there are Barkers, Normans, 
Goldings, Smiths, Creeds, Ambums, Yorks, Snows, Jarrells, Lowes, and 
others. "In the 1820s people walked to meetings at the church," said 
Taliaferro, "Boys and girls walked side by side a courting." He records for 
us that there were other get-togethers that encouraged courting such as com 
shuckings, reaping and log rollings. After supper there were fiddle playing, 
dancing, and courting. At Christmas season there was a week of frolics from 
house to house. 

Taliaferro wrote that the settlers in northwest Surry County came mostly 
from Virginia and a few from lower parts of North Carolina. Twice a year 
in May and November there was a mustering held at Shipps Muster Ground 
to which people from all across the northern strip of Surry County, as well as 
from Stokes County, were gathered. There were some military drills, 
whiskey and food was sold and there were discussions of the great questions 
ofthe moment. This record was in 1820-1829. Ifthere were great 
gatherings of this magnitude anywhere else in Surry County, we have no 
record of it. There was a lot of fun but once in a while a fight would erupt in 
spite of the fact that the morals of the people were incorruptible, and they 
were down right honest. At one planned fight between two men, their 
neighbors tried to make peace between the men, but failed. The fight was 
between Josh Jones and Davis Holder and it became vicious, then Uncle 
Billy Norman broke it up. 

The people ofRound Peak were "predominantly social" and their 
gatherings were frequent, every lick of work was a reason for a gathering. 
At one reaping at Uncle Billy Norman's farm, Moses Cockerham and Dick 
Snow were helping, as well as others in the area. Dick and Moses were 
among his closest neighbors but helped out with all their neighbors. 
Swapping work did not relieve anyone from a full workload but it was the 
socializing that they loved. 

Uncle Billy Norman was thirteen years old when John Senter was born 
and he took a liking for John. When John was learning to talk, Uncle Billy 
said to him, "What's my name"? And John said, "ungh, ungh." Folks then 
put words in children's mouths which they didn't say, as we do now. From 
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that day forward Billy claimed that John called him uncle and he never let 
John forget it. All of his life Uncle Billy (William Norman) was a tender
hearted fellow. He was born "good," as they say. At every gathering at 
Round Peak Billy found little John Senter and coached him, "Say uncle, say 
uncle," he said. In the fall of that year during the mustering, little John 
finally said "uncle," everyone agreed. Uncle Billy lived to see all of John 
Senter's children born, and grieved deeply when his own grandson and two 
of John's boys died in the Civil War. He wished he could tear out his own 
heart and bury it - it hurt so badly. 

Most of the people at Round Peak were opposed to the Civil War as were 
most of the Southerners. It has been written numerous times that certain 
families in Surry County were "quality," and they were usually slave 
owners. Most of the folks at Round Peak "hoed their own row," not having 
slaves. Does this mean that quality folk do not hoe their own row? I'm not 
praising nor reviling slave owners but need to define what quality means. 
What qualifies a person for a prominent place in history? To each his own, 
so I'm changing the meaning now. Harden Taliaferro left it to us to do the 
deciding, at least to us who are "sovereigns of the mental works." Thank ye 
Harden, much obliged. 

Courthouse at Rockford When It Was Gutted By Fire 
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Early Marriages Across the County Line 

William Barker settled near Little Fisher River and Ring's Creek. The 
county line on land records was the state line between Virginia and North 
Carolina. William lived a few miles south of the state line below Blaze Spur 
and Round Peak in Surry County, North Carolina. 

Up over the mountain in Virginia there was a Felts family on Crooked 
Creek, three or four miles past Pipers Gap, Virginia. Joshua Felts and Mary 
had Jane, Eliza, Charity, Elizabeth, Jordon, James, Iredell C., Shelah, Rosey 
L., and William H. 

Two of William Barker's children were Jeremiah and Delilah. Delilah 
married William Norman, Iredell C. Felts married Sintha Norman, the 
granddaughter of William and Delilah. Jeremiah Barker's grandson married 
the daughter of Charity Felts and Tommy Golding. 

Jane Felts married William Golding of Surry County. William H. Felts' 
son Washington Monroe Felts married Rosa J. Holder, the daughter of James 
Madison Holder, and granddaughter of the Maid Holder of Fisher's River 
Scenes. Elizabeth Felts married Ransome Lyons and their grandson Charles 
L. Lyons married Julie Jarrell, the daughter ofBen Jarrell. 

The Felts were in Carroll County, Virginia just north above northwest 
Surry County, North Carolina. Specifically, they were above the Fisher 
Peak, Blaze Spur, and Round Peak areas of Surry County. Most of these 
remained in northwest Surry County after they married but Iredell Felts took 
his bride, Sintha Norman, back to the Felts homestead in Carroll County. 
After Iredell died Sintha moved down to Pipers Gap Road in Surry County 
with her grown children. Her children married Surry County people by 
1900. 

Blaze Spur was the trail that these young people used, to meet and do 
their courting. This spur comes off the Blue Ridge Mountain into Surry 
County where the Goldings, Jarrells, Senters, Normans and Barkers lived at 
Round Peak, near Shipps Muster Ground on Ring's Creek, but the Goldings 
were a little to the east near the present Imogene Church Road. A blaze is 
marked trees used as a guide through woods. The Goldings were in Surry 
County by 1786. 
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Felts Family, Newsome Street, Mount Airy, North Carolina (Probably in 1941) 
First Row: Warren C. Felts; Second Row: Homer A. Felts, Roy S. Felts, Ethel 
Webb Felts, and Mary Frances Felts; Third Row: Ruth A. Felts 



Jerden (or Jordan) Felts is a brother of Ira C. Felts. 
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Rustic Speech of Round Peak 

In Fisher's River Scenes the author depicts the folks in extreme northwest 
Surry County as extremely isolated. He recorded some of their "rustic 
vernacular, the richest unwritten rustic literature that ever graced any 
community." 

In The Heritage of Surry County, Volume I, it is stated that Ruth Minick 
is an expert on Surry County dialect and fears that television and other news 
media might dilute or do away with the charming dialect. 

I am also an expert on Surry County dialect. My people were the foot 
soldiers in the settlement of Surry County, North Carolina and Carroll 
County, Virginia. My parents were some of the first to be born outside of 
the hills and mountains. My father was born in 1902 and mama in 1912. 

The McCraws, Hortons, Normans, Barkers, and Burrus' brought the 
dialect to Surry County and my father spoke it until he died. The Barkers 
and Normans were among the early settlers in the Round Peak area of Surry 
County. Reading the book Fisher's River Scenes, I find many phrases that I 
still use, such as, "use yore noggin" and "you hit the nail on the head." 
When my daddy was "all fired up" he could "bite ten penny nails in two." 
He didn't need anyone telling him what to do because he "had cut his eye 
teeth." When told to do a chore we were expected to do it "in three shakes 
of a sheep's tail." Sometimes on pay day daddy would stop by the wine and 
beer store in Mount Airy and he would "git tight." He never "grieved over 
spilt milk." 

Daddy liked fat women, saying that when he gnawed on "ther laigs" he 
didn't want his teeth hittin' no bones." When all of the chairs were in use he 
would tell one of us to "hop up" and give him our "cheer." He said "Welp" 
instead of well. The only time we had "aigs" was for Sunday morning 
breakfast. When he was angry with mama she was "an ole sea hag." 
Sometimes she was his "honey bunch." When company came we "hopped 
up and gave them our cheer." Daddy told us that we could sit on our "fist 
and rare back on our thumb." He "rared" back in his "cheer" against the wall 
to recline for rest. He had all of his kids 'nocculated against smallpox. In 
the summer he sent us "out yander" to pull weeds from the garden and "slop 
the hogs." We had to "brang in the night water" before "quiling up" for the 
night. He could not "kyore" my pink eyes so "tuk" me to the doctor. If we 
cried we were "having a conniption." When the stove wood was damp it 
"sobbed." When ask how he was doing he replied, "tollubly well." His 
"idears" came to his mind at night when he could not sleep. He tied tobacco 
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on sticks for curing with "strang." A man was sorry as "gully dirt" from the 
top ofhis head to the soles of his feet. 

If our head wasn't called our noggin', it was our "goard." He "vomikt" 
after drinking too much water. Any food that he didn't like was 
"slumgullion" and he didn't "keer" for "taters" saying they was only fit to 
feed hogs. He "genly'' liked most foods and the smell of turnip greens 
cooking "almost made him swaller his tongue." 

Daddy said that he believed that Jesus was an "ogly" man so that people 
wouldn't love him for his looks. 

He had a "nodding acquaintance" with many people but didn't "rub 
shoulders" with many. A man that wouldn't work and support his family 
was "wusser that an aig sucking dawg." 

My daddy "larnt" his speech from his people. He atended two years of 
school at the Beamer School off Pipers Gap Road. He was the first 
generation born outside of the "mountings." 

I didn't learn my dialect from local historians but at my father's house. 
The Doubleday Encyclopedia, 1937, states that the best place to study old 
world ballards is in the mountain of the Southern United States where the 
Anglo-Saxon strain is pure and ancient traditions are kept. World Book 
Encyclopedia, 1931, states the same. We are right and pure. If my father 
could have read Fisher's River Scenes, he would have wondered what all the 
"to-do" was about. For the tall tales that are recorded in the book daddy 
would have called them "golly whoppers." 

It is the outsiders that talk wrong, not the sons of the pioneers. Listening 
to the local radio I still hear natives say that "it dudnunt matter." They say 
"awn't thank so" instead ofthe yankee "I don't think so." One brother at a 
job site approached his brother at lunch and said, "ajew eat chet? As long as 
I live we will not lose our native dialect and I have five strapping sons and 
two lovely daughters that learned it from their mammy's knee. My father 
was Roy Spurgeon Felts, a great-great-grandson of "Uncle Billy Norman" of 
Fisher's River Scenes. 
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The Character of Our Round Peak Kin 

In a book published by the State ofNorth Carolina, Thad Eure wrote 
about what a county is. He said that a county is a political body for public 
purposes, quoting a ruling by the North Carolina Supreme Court. He added 
that the county plays a role in the psychology of the people "born and raised 
in the country" .... thus becoming part of their personality. 

Legally the county is a body politic but it is the writer's belief that the 
people form and constitute the personality of the county. "The south is a 
conservative Bible belt" is an example of how the people born and raised in 
an area make it what it is. We do not adapt the county, the county adapts to 
us. 

In North Carolina 261,575 free inhabitants migrated out of their own 
state, 31 percent of the population. A view of this movement will trace the 
progress of different portions of the country. The facts developed will show 
how far one section has impressed it's own characteristics and peculiar 
customs on others. The roving tendency of our people is incident to the 
peculiar condition of their country and each succeeding census will prove 
that it is diminishing. When the fertile plains are filled up and men of scanty 
means cannot by mere change of location acquire a homestead, the 
inhabitants of each state will become comparatively stationary, and our 
countrymen will exhibit that attachment to the homes of their childhood, the 
want of which is sometimes cited as an unfavorable trait in our national 
character. (U.S. Census Report 1850, Page 15, December 1, 1851. Printed 
for the use of the U.S. House ofRepresentatives, January 12, 1853.) 

In Fisher's River Scenes the author, Harden Taliaferro, described the 
personality of the Fisher River character by describing the character and 
personality ofthe people. In theN. C. Constitution, Article 11 describes 
North Carolina as a Christian State. Article 11 is concerned with charity and 
the welfare of the people. Using the description of each person mentioned 
shows people that are deeply religious, patriotic, fun loving, hard drinking, 
conservative, hard working, hating cruelty, independent, frugal, honest, 
frank, brave, mischievous and quick in understanding. They loved simple 
foods and hunting, were great entertainers, and they resisted change. They 
were farmers, house builders, tanners, millers, stump grubbers, dumpling 
makers, hat makers, shoe makers, gun makers, hunters, musicians, and story 
tellers. Every man had a still, some were great theologians, and some were 
rare men. 
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They didn't need anyone to brag on them. They could do that 
themselves; they hoed their own row. They were not traveling peddlers 
looking for a free meal. Taliaferro described them as romantic people. 

Steve Roberts, Tommy Jarrell and 
Chester McMillian with Fisher Peak 
in the background. Tommy Jarrell, a 
Round Peak musician, is the great
grandson of Fountain Jarrell. 
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What They Ate 

Johnson Snow of Fisher's River Scenes loved turnip greens and hog 
"gullicks." "Gullick" is the Fisher River way of saying slumgullion. I will 
not explain what the word means except that it is a part of a hog that most 
people refuse to eat. My father was familiar with the word but used it for the 
boiled heart, lungs, and liver of a hog. About 1962 a well-to-do dairy farmer 
ask my mother if she would cook him some "gullicks" from a bull he 
butchered. He loved them but his wife refused to cook them. Mama cooked 
them and Mr. B. took them to the milking shed to eat them. My parents did 
not cook the "gullicks" from their hogs. Some people called them mountain 
oysters. 

The Round Peak farmers grew a lot of rye and buckwheat, com, potatoes, 
beans and peas, turnips and turnip greens, cabbages, apples, and peaches. 
Hogs were the main meat but there were some sheep and cattle raised for 
food. Nearly everyone had chickens. The use of bee gums was common for 
honey. Some wheat was grown but the Hessian wheat fly was imported into 
New York and spread to the Appalachian Mountains by 1850. The larvae 
feed on wheat stems and weakens the plants. An insecticide was developed 
in 1942 to kill the insect. (U. S. Agriculture Department) 

Hunting was a sport, but what was caught was eaten. A fat possum, 
baked sweet potatoes, and bread were a treat up until the time we all became 
"quality folks." It was my great-grandmother's generation and adulthood 
that saw canning jars in stores. She was hom in 1866 and married in 1882. 
After she had several children she bought three half-gallon canning jars. She 
filled two with green beans and one with peaches and saved them for 
Christmas dinner. Before this she dried green beans and peaches. Apples 
and pumpkin were sliced thin and dried. She pickled some beans and made 
lots of kraut for winter. After shredding the cabbage from the core, they 
trimmed the cabbage cores to get the stringy fiber off it then pickled it with 
the kraut. 

After eating pickled and dried stuff through the winter and early spring, 
the wild sallet was a treat. Even in my day the gathering of sallet, or weeds, 
was very common in the spring. We liked it but it was called a "tonic to 
clean you out." A mixture of sulfur and molasses was used for a tonic but 
wild sallet was preferred. We used the sprouts of pokeweed, Lambs quarter, 
Speckled Dock, dandelion leaves, broad and narrow leaf Plantain, and the 
wild creasy greens. Some highfaluting people say cress but below the Blaze 
Spur at Round Peak they called it creasy greens. Their hens laid "aigs" and 
when resting they "sot" down in a "cheer," jist lak they wuz raised to do. 
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The first friction matches were created in 1827 but not sold until1838. 
Photographs were first used in 1830, the old tintypes. The first safety pin 
was made in 1849 and condensed milk was patented in 1856 by Gail 
Borden. Canned meat first came in 1878 and hot dogs in 1893. The first 
sheet iron stove for cooking came up for sale in Boston in 1850, later iron 
was used for the stoves. Candles were the common form of lighting. Not 
until1859 was petroleum pumped in Pennsylvania with only 2000 barrels, 
the next year 21,000,000 gallons were pumped. This was not refmed 
Kerosene and burned smoky. (Economic History ofU. S.) 

Wooden five-gallon tubs were used to pickle cabbage and cucumbers in 
salt. Much of the time this was kept in the spring branch since salt water 
doesn't freeze. They liked to eat cold raw sauerkraut with their dried peas 
and beans. There was always hog lard for seasoning and most of the time 
salt-cured pork. Salt was a mainstay for preserving vegetables and meat. 
Fried apples and gravy with a pone of wheat bread and fried fat back was a 
common breakfast. There is a record in Fisher's River Scenes of John Senter 
selling a half gallon of soap grease, one half pint of salt, one half gallon of 
sifted meal and three tobacco plants. I suspect that in those narrow valleys 
at Round Peak they only grew enough of the tobacco for their own use. Peas 
and rye would grow on the cleared ridges and com in the bottomland. This 
was no place for landscaped lawns and hybrid petunias, they planted the 
crops up to the cabin. The United States Agriculture Department was 
established in 1862 while man killed each other in a Civil War. The 
homestead lot passed that year. The Agriculture Department was created to 
"make farmers think and absorb the general culture, by cultivating their 
minds." Isaac Newton must have been reading Taliaferro's Fisher's River 
Scenes when he wrote those words. He wrote that the reading by farmers 
needed to improve, the farmer should "breathe that general atmosphere of 
thought .... " In the 1900 Census of the Stewarts Creek District of Surry 
County, North Carolina, I found three teachers and one student in the 
district. The Franklin District had no teachers or students. Perhaps that is 
why historians always ignore the history of these sections of old Surry. 
History means something written and our Round Peak kin left very little that 
is written. We diligently search records, read tombstones, and explore their 
lands. 

Curds and Whey - Soured milk was made into buttermilk and butter by 
churning it until the butter separated. The cream would rise to the top and 
usually there was more soured milk than was needed for buttermilk. Cream 
from part of the milk was added to a churn of soured mille tQ make extra 
butter. , 
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The rest of the skimmed milk was free of the fat cream. This was let to 
sit in a chum until the water in the milk rose to the top. Whey is this watery 
part of milk and was poured off. What was left was thick and called clabber. 
It is similar to yogurt. Often it was eaten this way but my favorite was 
cottage cheese. The clabber was poured into a clean cloth resting over a 
bowl or bucket. Then the clabber was tied up in the cloth and hung up until 
it drained well. After it stopped dripping it was turned out into a bowl and 
salt was added and mixed into it. A two-pound ball of this cottage cheese 
was devoured in two days. It was a thousand times better than the 
commercial cottage cheese that we have today. The homemade cheese had a 
delicate flavor and fit for the folks at Fisher River. Blessed was the woman 
that brought a bowl full to Shipps Muster Ground. 

As late as 1920 people recall that their only bread was com bread but 
once in awhile their daddy would take a sack of rye or buckwheat to be 
ground. They say that the rye bread was dark and coarse but good with 
butter. Everyone says, "it was good with butter." Daddy recalled his youth 
and spoke of having "graham bread" a few times and it was "good with 
butter." Graham flour was unsifted wholewheat flour. It was named for S. 
Graham who died in 1851. He encouraged the use of it for nutrition. It may 
be that the gristmills couldn't grind it fme enough and people preferred com 
bread. 

John Senter's wife Hollin made "dumplins" from rye flour and some were 
very tough. Some didn't absorb "the seasoning" of pork grease. Baking 
powder wasn't known until.the mid-1800s. Unless they had yeast starter all 
bread would have been hard and flat. Anyone who has mistakenly used 
plain flour instead of self-rising knows that human teeth can't bite into it 
when baked. Hollin Senter's tough rye dumplings were customary in most 
parts of the country before 1850. The tradition is that Dump lin Creek in 
Tennessee got its name because soldiers set a pot of dumplings in the creek 
to cool and they spilled out. My kinsmen John Seiver signed a treaty with 
the Indians there and it is called the Dumplin Creek Treaty. 

Taliaferro mentions in Fisher's River Scenes that the Fisher River people 
traded walnut goodies, hickory nut and hazelnut goodies. I called my 20-
year old grandson and his girlfriend and ask what walnut goodies are. They 
didn't know but said that it might be some kind of candy. The word goodies 
has passed out of our vocabulary. It is now called nut meats but when I 
grew up we called the kernels "the goodies." When I read the word I 
realized that I hadn't heard it used for many years. In this story it is written 
that the people would be short on corn, wheat, and rye, to trade for goods but 
had the nut goodies, butter, Irish potatoes and tobacco to trade. On the way 
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to market they had to camp overnight along the way. These camping sites 
are of great interest to me. 
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Medicine 

In Fisher's River Scenes Johnson Snow is portrayed as teasing Doctor 
Oglesby about his killing people with his Jollermy and Callomy. Three 
times the doctor is laughing so I suppose that Jollermy is a corruption of the 
word jolly. Calomel is used as a purgative for liver disorders in extremely 
small amounts. In his 1933 book, Epic of America, James Trulow Adams 
wrote of the 1790-1820 era, "In the South much of the Old World lingered ... 
The South ... was becoming a section apart from the rest ofthe nation ... was 
building up a culture of its own." 

Even in the North, complaints were made that doctors were killing people 
with Calomel. It is mercurous chloride and caused more problems than it 
cured. It is used sometimes as an antiseptic. It is highly poisonous. 
Johnson Snow was not ignorant of this. 

Turpentine was used for rheumatism and when mixed with muttons 
tallow was rubbed on the chest to "loosen a cold." Muttons tallow was used 
on the skin for chapped skin and burns. Women would rub tallow on the 
soles of a baby's feet then hold them before the fire and "bake their feet." 
Perhaps this was done to John Senter of Fisher's River Scenes for his feet 
were "tougher than a gristle." 

The dried seeds of the "Shoemake" shrub were used for kidney problems. 
The proper name is Staghorn Sumac, pronounced "Shoo-mak," but old folks 
said it their way, sometimes they called it "Shumate." They chewed the 
dried seeds. One of my earliest memories of my grandma concerns the use 
of"Shoemake" for the cure ofbedwetting. Bedwetting is a bladder problem 
but they hardly knew the difference. 

Doctors used water leeches to suck the bad humours out of sick people 
which often caused anemia. Binding salt herring to the soles of the feet was 
another cure. If salt "cures" meat then it ought to cure diseases of the flesh, 
or so they thought. 

Cold baths raises the blood pressure and increases circulation of the 
blood. This could help or hurt, depending on the condition of a person. 
Sweating was also used for sickness. A tea of Sassafras bark was given and 
the feet placed in very warm water. Quilts were wrapped around them and 
they sweated. The bark and root of the Sassafras tree is a stimulate and was 
used a lot. Sassafras beer was made from the young tender twigs. The 
leaves were used to thicken soup and gravy. The Sassafras tea caused 
sweating and released "the poison in the body." 

Flaxseed was used to clear trash out of the eye. One seed was placed in 
the inside comer of the eye. The seed would move along the edge of the 
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lower eyelid and often would pick up the foreign trash or dust. As late as 
1950 many drug stores sold small bottles of flaxseed. 

It has been noted by historians that a man could attend four months of 
lectures at a medical school then practice medicine for a time before 
receiving a license. It was more "on hand" work that mattered rather than 
knowledge. A majority of these graduates could not read or write. I 
suppose that he was judged by the percentages of how many survived his 
treatment. 

Rotten apple poultices were used to treat eye infections and styes, if 
rotten apples were available. 

For hemorrhoids the ends of pine tree branches were put in a bucket with 
boiling water. The sufferer sat on the bucket and was steamed. Whether 
turpentine could be released from the pine in this way I cannot say but that 
was the hope of the people. Turpentine was distilled with water in copper 
stills. 

Calamus root was used as a remedy for disorders of the stomach and 
bowels. It is the root of the Sweet Flag and grows along branches of water. 

Sweet Flag Plant 
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Camphorated oil was used but it had to be bought and was used for 
rheumatism. Camphor is taken internally as a remedy for stomach ailments 
and congestion in the chest. Artificial camphor was made from pine trees. 
Nearly all kinds of oil or grease were used as a liniment. 

Rye whiskey, rock candy, and fruit juice were used for many ailments, 
but at Fisher River whiskey and honey were the mainstay. Children learned 
from experience that a little whiskey made them feel better when they were 
sick and for most it led to a habit of drinking. Men are always portrayed as 
the drinkers but common sense leads one to believe that women did drink 
whiskey. It was the custom of the times. 

Honey and whiskey were used for a gargle for sore throats and honey was 
smeared over wounds. When it dried out it formed a natural bandage. 

The Bloodroot plant was used as a medicine to induce vomiting. In 
Fisher's River Scenes Davy Lane was bit by a snake and he drank all of the 
milk from seven cows. He soon began puking until he thought that he would 
puke up the soles of his feet, then he drank two gallons of whiskey, fell 
asleep, and woke up feeling fine. Davy said that he had heard that milk was 
good for snake bit. 
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Hookworms were brought to America by the imported slaves and they 
spread all over the south. Many deaths occurred and the cause of death was 
listed as Pernicious Anemia about as often as Hookworm. They kill by 
causing anemia. They enter through the soles of the feet and through 
contaminated water. This was a terrible problem until1915 when a Federal 
program eliminated them, often by digging pits for toilets and eliminating 
human feces from the sources of water. They tried to get people to wear 
shoes but had no luck with that. 

We know from the letters of James and John Snow that doctors promised 
cures in 1848 but the Snows said "if he cures them" .... (See the book, The 
Heritage of Surry County, North Carolina.) 

All of this seems crude but in 1998-1999 there have been several reports 
of modern medicine killing the patients, much of the time the medicine 
destroys the liver. My doctor said to me, "Anything strong enough to help 
you will hurt you in some way." 
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The Churches 

The churches do not like to share their church business with outsiders. 
Too many times words are twisted and statements are quoted out of context. 

The cornerstone at Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church states that it 
was established in 1825. I do not like the way Harden Taliaferro portrayed 
the Christians at Round Peak in his Fisher's River Scenes. Apparently he 
stole his text from Acts 2 in the New Testament, accusing the true church of 
drunkenness. I have had access to much of the Primitive Baptist doctrine 
and I find no fault in it. I come from a long line of their deacons and elders. 
I know how careful they were about licensing a man to preach and I know 
how cautious they were about establishing an arm of the church. A group of 
people that wanted to establish a church must be proven to be orthodox. I 
can assure the reader that there were genuine Christians at Round Peak in 
1825. Establishing churches was not done lightly by the Primitive Baptist. 

Elder Isaac Webb wrote in 1909 that, "it has ever been the council of our 
old and experienced elders to never promote a brother who insists on being 
licensed or ordained, that such, if promoted, would give the church trouble. 
They are to be judged by the additions to the church under their labors." In a 
travel journal kept by Elder Isaac Webb and his son Daniel S. Webb, July 6, 
1911 through the 24th of July, I learned a lot. They first went to the home of 
M. W. Norman on the 7th then traveled to many churches and preached in 
groves. They ended the journal saying that there was a lack of laborers and 
the cause of many not being gathered in. 

In a letter Isaac wrote he stated, "We should not deny privileges because 
rights have been abused." Isaac was writing about Christians shouting and 
said, "Some say that if the cup runs over, let it flow, but don't tilt it," but I 
don't much believe in the "I can't help it doctrine," shouting hypocritically, 
and for a vain show, is equally as sinful as the opposing of shouting in praise 
of God. 

Elder Isaac Webb served in the Civil War and bought a Methodist 
hymnbook at Abington, Virginia two weeks after enlisting. He wrote that he 
"shut his eyes to the doctrine and kept the tune," he "never trusted its 
doctrine." 

It appears that the folks at Round Peak accepted the Primitive Baptist 
doctrine over the Methodist. In Methodist history they wrote about the 
difficulty of establishing churches (in Carroll County) at Hillsville, even 
then there was slow growth. Round Peak Primitive Baptist is a branch off 
the Carroll County, Virginia church. The Methodist wrote that the 
"mountain man has an inherited conviction of God, and a vivid sense of his 
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management of the world." "The rural section seems to have been 
neglected." (Methodism and Kingdom Extensio!!, W. G. Cram) 

The Methodist would often establish frrst a social work, such as schools, 
to draw people in. The Baptist called this "moral righteousness instead of 
spiritual righteousness." (Isaac Webb) Both churches had the same goal but 
different methods. The Baptist had the "prolonged meetings" in August 
from which they sought converts. 

Isaac Webb was ordained to preach in 1865 and licensed in 1868. His 
home was in Carroll County, Virginia but he worked a lot in Surry County, 
North Carolina. He helped establish Zion Hill Church and was pastor at the 
Stewart Creek Church (Old Hollow Church) in Surry County. His many 
surviving letters attest to his good education and knowledge of the Bible. 
He was a gifted writer and was called, "The sweet singer of Zion, a genial 
old Virginia gentleman, he preached in regions beyond." Isaac was educated 
by his mother. Their only book was a Bible. There were plenty of men like 
Elder Isaac Webb. I use him as an example because I have transcripts of his 
letters to the churches. He is my kinsman. He was born in 1833, the 
grandson of a pioneer settler of Carroll County, Virginia. He was appointed 
to oversee a church in Carroll County that was constituted in 1774, the 
mother church from which many branches grew. 

On April 1, 1901 Elder Isaac Webb ordered some books, saying, "I am 
pastor of seven churches, one of them has had seventy additions in two 
years. At times they are fond of singing and insist on my ordering a few 
more books." 

He wrote a letter to the Primitive Baptist churches about preaching 
funerals and said, "All who desire an honorable funeral oration regarding 
themselves, let them declare it by a good and honorable life, and the 
preacher would proudly proclaim his virtues to be initiated by others." 
Funerals were not always preached on the day of burial. Preachers were few 
and far between. The family and neighbors buried the dead and the funeral 
was preached whenever a preacher visited the community. George Poage 
was united with the Primitive Baptist Church in August 1876 and was 
baptized by Elder John C. Hall. An obituary for George was published in a 
Primitive Baptist book in 1910 who died in 1896. In February 1896 he 
developed pneumonia and lingered only a few days. Owing to the bad 
weather there was no funeral at the time of his death. He was buried in the 
family graveyard on his farm, just in sight of where he was born and raised 
to manhood. In May following, his funeral was preached at Bell View 
Church in the presence of a large crowd by Elder John C. Hall. George 
Poage was born November 5, 1812 and died February 11, 1896. 
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Churches had service once a month "if the creeks don't rise." Apparently 
the preacher or Elder could not get to George Poage's house. The Elders 
often lived several miles away. There were no paved roads and motor 
vehicles and usually no bridges over creeks. The funeral can be preached 
anytime and anywhere, after the death. 

By April1872 some of the 14 members ofRound Peak Primitive Baptist 
were R. W. Flippen, James C. Galyean, D. Barker, and B. F. Scott. The 
Primitive Baptist Association agreed that year to meet at the Round Peak 
Meeting House on Friday before the 2nd Sunday in April1873. In April of 
1872 they met at the Flower Gap Meeting House in Carroll County, 
Virginia. Round Peak had 14 members and their offering was 75 cents. 
That was a good amount compared to the 12 other churches listed. The 
association convened at Fishers Gap Meeting House October 25, 1872. 

This Round Peak Meeting House has been demolished along with the 
grave stones where William and Delilah Barker Norman were buried in 1866 
and 1869. Fisher's River Scenes tell ofMethodist quarterly meetings, 
probably in the 1820s. 

I've never found any record of any church that passed a collection plate 
until the Great Depression in the 1930s. In three of the denominations books 
I've read about the beginning of this, it was during the Depression that 
"conscience envelopes" were handed to the members and the collection plate 
was passed to coerce people to give. 

My uncle ofMount Airy, North Carolina had only known of the free-will 
offerings to ministers, but when he was old joined a Missionary Baptist 
Church where they passed the offering plate. He asked me, "What is going 
on?" I explained the split among the Baptist in the 1830s and Uncle Barney 
said that was foreign ways. He was born and reared in the mountains of 
Carroll County, Virginia, a stronghold of the Primitive Baptist. 
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Early Churches in Surry County, North Carolina 
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Bill Auberry 

Mentioned in Fisher's River Scenes, Bill Auberry was an "outsider," not a 
member of the church. He urged Uncle Billy Lewis to preach but the church 
"called in his gift." Perhaps this means that they took away his license to 
preach. Bill Auberry thought it was funny. Perhaps Bill Auberry was called 
an "outsider" because he was messing in church business but was not a 
member of the church. This was a common term for anyone whose ways 
were different. Folks who moved from adjoining Guilford County to Surry 
County about 1860 were called strangers and outlanders. Folks expressed 
surprise that they got along well with them. 

Who was Bill Auberry? Was he called "Bill" for William? In August 
1826 William Easley was appointed an overseer of a road from the New 
Road to the Virginia Line and William Orberry (probably Auberry), John 
Snow, William Snow, William Holder, Henry Holder, James Snow, Frost 
Snow, Reuben Golding, James Norman. John Senter and many others were 
working under the overseer Easley. 

In August 1828 Taliaferro Franklin was appointed overseer of the road 
leading from Mount Airy to Fisher Gap from the Flower Gap Road where 
Taliaferro's crosses it to the Muddy Branch and the following hands worked 
thereon: C. Taliaferro's hands, William Easley's hands, John Snow, William 
Holder, John Senter, William Auberry, Elijah Auberry, Hugh Cockerham, 
William Smith and James Norman. Were William and Elijah Auberry 
brothers or father and son? 

In Novemer 1832 Elijah Auberry was ordered to be appointed overseer of 
the road from where Talaferro's Road crosses the Flour Gap Road to Neddle 
Branch in room ofTalaferro Franklin and hands convenient work thereon. 
They were C. Talaferro's hands, William Easley's hands, John Snow, 
William Holder, John Senter, William Auberry, Talafera Franklin, Hugh 
Calehan, William Smith and James Norman. 

Further research suggests that Elijah and William Auberry were brothers 
and sons of Jarrett and Susanna Cockerham Auberry. 

Elijah Auberry was born circa 1794 in Surry County. Elijah was a soldier 
in the War of 1812. Found in the Surry County, North Carolina Index to 
Marriages on March 31, 1825 were Eligah Auberry and Polly Burris, 
daughter of Thomas Burrus. In 1830 Elijah Auberry is listed in the Surry 
County census with four females next to William Hodge and Jeremiah 
Barker. Also listed as head of household the same year is Jarrett Auberry 
next to Moses Cockram near Davis Holder and John Senter. In 1835 Elijah 
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is listed as a taxpayer in Surry County and he was neighbor to Moses 
Cockerham. 

In the 1850 Surry County Census Record Elijah Orberry is found. More 
than likely it should be Elijah Auberry. This records Elijah as 58 years old 
and is a carpenter. In his household are Mary who is 44, Amy who is 15, 
George who is 13, William who is 8, Warren who is 7, Mary who is 3 and 
Burris is age 1. He is living next to Jeremiah Barker not far from James 
Norman, Hardin Norman 3;nd William Norman. Elijah Auberry was witness 
to the will of Jeremiah Barker June 28, 1851. Joseph Hodge from 
Beaverdam Creek married his second wife, Mickey Auberry. 

In 1860 Elijah Osberry's name is a different spelling. He is now 67 years 
old and still in the household are Mary, George, William, Marion and Mary. 
In the 1862 Surry County Tax List he is not found in Surry County. 

A William Auberry was born in 1802 and married circa 1840 to Martha 
"Patsy" Smith, daughter of Catlett Smith and Susanner Hodges Smith and 
they moved to Cherokee County, North Carolina. 

Thomas Auberry was living in the northwest comer of Surry County 
before 1797 and could possibly have been the grandfather ofElijah and 
William Auberry. In the 1810 Surry County Census Sarah Awberry is listed 
with four males and five females in the household. Could she be the widow 
of Thomas Auberry? None of this has been proven. It is just speculation for 
now. 

On the Hughes Map there are two Auberry Creeks in the Round Peak 
area. 
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Parson Bellows 

Parson Bellows of Fisher's River Scenes was a Methodist preacher. In 
Fisher's River Scenes the name is spelled Beller and Bellows. Parson 
Bellows was six feet tall, "dressed in rawhide stitched down shoes, a Iinsey 
shirt down to his knees with a leather band around his waist, a tow and 
cotton shirt, dressed buckskin pants, and a few other minor things." 

Peter Bellose is listed in Surry County in the State Census ofNorth 
Carolina 1784-87 but may later have been in Stokes County. Stokes County 
broke off of Surry in 1789. In his household during 1784-87 were one male 
21-60 years, five males under 21 or over 60, and four females of all ages. 
There were no other Bellose or Beller families listed in North Carolina 
during this period. 

Peter Bellow is listed with 450 acres, one white poll, in Captain Gain's 
District in Surry County in 1789. Peter Beller also had a land grant for 300 
acres in Surry County, North Carolina in 1789 on Beaverdam Creek. 
Beaverdam Creek rises in north Surry County and flows southeast into Little 
Fisher River. (The North Carolina Gazetteer) This is the only Beller that 
was found and the Parson is most likely part of this family. 

Samuel Hague moved to Grayson County, Virginia in 1803 after selling 
his Bedford County property. He bought one of the finest farms in the 
county, 400 acres on Daniels Branch and paid $1000 for it. He lived there 
fourteen years and sold it in 1818 to Elisha Beller for $700. (The 
Settlements, Alderman) 

Elisha Beller is thought to have been in Patrick County, Virginia 1800-
1824. Rev. Elisha Beller certified that he married John Wills and Phebe 
Beller on January 10, 1822 in Grayson County, Virginia. Elisha was the 
father of Phebe. 

Edward Dillard moved from what is now Patrick County to present day 
Carroll County in 1814 and his father deeded him the Grassey Creek ford 
property which he sold to Elisha Beller in 1824. (The Settlements, 
Alderman) 
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Pathways and Roads 

In his Fisher's River Scenes Taliaferro describes the land in 1857. It is 
romantic and the people are romantic. There are bold mountains, many cold 
ice water streams, the many springs and branches constantly pour into the 
rivers with all finally pouring into the mighty Yadkin River. At the foot of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains there are spurs and ridges. There are nobs rising 
up among the creek bottoms. It is a poor man's country with very little good 
land. All of the good land was on the creeks and small rivers, in very 
narrow valleys. 

I am writing these Fisher River stories 142 years after Harden Taliaferro 
wrote his book, Fisher's River Scenes. An enormous change has taken place 
with modem highways taking much of the bottomland where our forefathers 
grew rye and com. Modern earth moving equipment has clawed down the 
ridges and chewed up the nobs. I've been there at sunrise early on a Sabbath 
morning when ice was crusting the creek banks. Many of the stream beds 
are better described as canyons, deep narrow tubes with hills too steep to 
climb, places where the sun never shines. 

Taliaferro wrote that a little path led him to John Senter's cabin through a 
patch of rye. The Senter farm was in a narrow valley divided by the Little 
Fisher River. The cabin was on the side of a steep hill on the west side of 
the river. A three-foot wide yard had been dug out of the side of the hill at 
the upper side of the cabin. The lower yard was planted in Irish potatoes. 

On the west of Little Fisher River there is a ridge with spurs jutting out 
towards another valley along Ring's Creek. 

I began writing this with the thought that everyone interested had read the 
book, Fisher's River Scenes. The ghost of an ancestor seemed to say that 
there were a few people that have not read it and need a description of the 
land. I have never got "above my raising" and do not type. I've not been 
able to adapt to the newfangled ways. I resist changes and love to do 
research on yesterday's people. The United States Printing Office and news 
organizations have said that, "The use of pen and paper will pass out of 
existence in the future. The worldwide web will replace books and paper 
documents." I am going to seed and it's almost harvest time for me. Some 
of my fellow researchers have writen "this is the last work I will ever do." 

In North Carolina, state involvement in building roads seems to have 
begun in 1879. By 1895 most North Carolina counties had established tax 
based road-building plans, or rather the most progressive counties did. 
Roadbeds were graded and crushed rock was laid. (North Carolina Manual 
by Thad Eure, Secretary of State) 
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Using whatever we can find I should mention the roads in the Fisher 
River area, especially around Little Fisher River, Ring's Creek, and Shipps 
Muster Ground. I called Jimmy and Teresa (Lowe) Smith to ask about the 
early roads and Jimmy said, "There wouldn't any." Teresa said, "There had 
to be roads for them to get there." Jimmy's reply was that "They went up the 
creek like Taliaferro had to do till he found a path to John Senter's." That 
was what I knew about the area, so, until someone proves that Jimmy and I 
are wrong we will let this stand; they went up the creek till they found a "pad 
way." 

Zachariah and John Senter (not John Senter ofFisher's River Scenes) 
with Davis Holder were appointed to mark a road the nearest and best way 
from the ford on Little Fisher River to Rockford. The date was February 10, 
1802. The county courthouse was moved to Rockford on the Yadkin in 
1789. An article in The Heritage of Surry County, Volume I (article 746) 
credits Harrison Moffett Waugh and his slaves with building the frrst 
mountain road up Lowgap to Virginia but there are no dates given. 

Wilma Jarrell Hiatt found the document for her Zachariah Senter's 
appointment to mark the road. Wilma gave me transcripts of land records 
for her Senters, Jarrells, and Barkers from 1791 through 1886. I've read 
every word of them twice and there is no mention of a path or road in any of 
them as a landmark. A wagon is mentioned in one document that she sent. 
There was a ford on Little Fisher River in 1802. 

Hwy 89 was being built in 1932 using steam shovels. Shortly before and 
during World War II the Hwy 52 Bypass at Mount Airy was built and Hwy 
601 during this same period. Many of the streets in the town limits of 
Mount Airy were not paved in 1947 and town water lines didn't extend to the 
city limits. We used outdoor toilets and raised hogs at the edge of our town 
lot in the 1940s. When there was an illness arising suddenly we had to walk 
for two blocks to fmd a neighbor with a phone. Based on this sure 
knowledge there is no reason to believe that there were county roads 
maintained at Round Peak in the early to mid 1800s. Mount Airy wasn't 
incorporated as a town with town boundary lines until 1885. 

Round Peak Church was established in 1825 to the right of the present 
church. The Surry County Historical Society made note in a booklet in 1976 
that the old church had recently been tom down. It was behind the old 
church that William and Delilah (Barker) Norman are buried. They died in 
1866 and 1869. They were 39 years old when the church was established 
and lived nearby. In 1835 his land adjoined John T. Phillips who had land 
on Beaverdam Creek which runs west to east on the south side ofHwy 89 
from I-77 past the Beulah community on Hwy 89. He was listed as being 
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next to Daniel W. Noonkester on Beaverdam Creek and John T. Phillips on 
Fisher River in 1835. 

In 1862 William Norman, James Norman and Aaron and Lydia (Norman) 
McKinney were neighbors on Ring's Creek. Between them they had 385 
acres on Ring's Creek. Little Fisher River, Ring's Creek, and Beaverdam 
Creek come together at the intersection ofl-77 and Hwy 89. William's son 
William Hardin Norman was on Stewarts Creek with 96 acres. In 1835 
Wiliam had 340 acres. In 1850 William's land was valued at $300 and his 
two sons were next to him in the census. Their neighbors were James 
Galien, Benjamin Carson, Elijah Orberry (probably Auberry), Jeremiah 
Baker (Barker) and wife Susan with their 30-year old son Daniel, Robert 
Hawks and wife Louise (Barker) Norman. In 1862 William Norman had 
$520 in debts and interests. Perhaps he had recently bought more land. 

How did the residents get to Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church in 
1825 and earlier? They went up Ring's Creek. John Senter came down 
Little Fisher River and Dick Snow and Uncle Frost Snow came out their 
"pad way" across the ford on Little Fisher then up Ring's Creek to the 
church. In 1840 neighbors were Henry Norman (20-30 years old), James 
Norman (30-40, 33 years old), Frost Snow (70-80 years old), William 
Norman (50-60, 54 years old), William McCraw, Edward Gude (?),George 
Martin, Christopher Young ( 60-70 years old), Wilie Franklin, Zachariah 
Senter (Center) (80-90 years old), John Senter (40-50 years old) and Davis 
Holder. 

When the creeks were up after rainy spells, folks rarely went to church 
because of the swiftness of the streams. From this we get the saying, "I'll 
see you if the creeks don't rise." In February of 1858 a storm moved in over 
the Blue Ridge Mountain with bitter cold. On Sunday, February 7, nearly 
everyone stayed home by the fire, snow was deep at Round Peak. 

Johnson Snow of Fisher's River Scenes lived a little east on Stewarts 
Creek. In 1850 he is shown on the census as 78 years old with wife Mary, 
age 61. He had reduced his real estate and what he kept was valued at $50. 
He was born in Virginia in 1772. It is believed that Johnson was the son of 
Frost Snow, Sr. and lived to be 107 years old. (The Heritage of Surry 
County, Volume I) 

Johnson Snow's brothers include Frost, Jr. and Richard (Dick) Snow. 
Every researcher in Surry County is familiar with the name Frost and Snow 
or Frost Snow. In 1857 Skitt Taliaferro wrote that Johnson Snow was one of 
the oldest residents on Stewarts Creek. Johnson Snow's address seemed to 
have been Stewarts Creek. He was a good sweet man and he loved to tease 
his neighbors. He was called a hero, a mountain boomer, rawboned, and 
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liable to hit you if you woke him up suddenly. Living in the same area with 
him in 1850 were 30-year old Ice Snow and Hale Snow. Hale was 
sometimes spelled Hail. In the book, The Settlements, page 336, the Allen 
men of Carroll County, Virginia had a dispute with Johnson Snow who 
swore out a peace warrant for John, William, and Carr Allen in 1810. Is this 
the same Johnson Snow ofFisher's River Scenes? Probably is. In 1815 
Johnson Snow was taking care of a 180-acre farm for Pres iller Garner and 
another tract for Joseph Johnson. Also living in Carroll County during this 
time was Ice and Snow. Johnson Snow loved to tease and seems to have 
inherited a particular gene. In the 1850 census of Carroll County, Hail Snow 
was 64 years old and had an 11-year old son Frost Snow. He lived near 
Pipers Gap but was born in North Carolina. 

The Blaze Spur and Pipers Gap are mentioned in Fisher's River Scenes as 
the ways into Carroll County, Virginia. I wonder if it was Johnson Snow's 
teasing ways that provoked the altercation with the Aliens in Carroll County, 
Virginia. There was a lot of interaction between the Surry County, North 
Carolina folks and the residents in Carroll County, Virginia that lived south 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Taliaferro wrote, "it puts one in a good humor 
to look at him," (Johnson Snow). The "latch string" was always out for 
Johnson as he was always welcome. 

Soloman Hawks lived south of the Blue Ridge and a tale is told on him in 
Fisher's River Scenes. Soloman married Nancy Gardner of Carroll County, 
Virginia. She is related to the Webbs of Carroll County. Soloman was born 
about 1800 and died in 1851. 

With all of this traffic between those in Surry County, North Carolina and 
Carroll County, Virginia, I believe that roads and pad ways naturally wore 
down and no one called them roads. They went up Little Fisher River where 
the river found a gap in the mountain. When the creek was up they used a 
spur of the mountain to ascend and descend. As they went they blazed the 
trees to mark the way. Soon it was called Blaze Spur and was preferred to 
the gap of Little Fisher River. They were trailblazers through necessity. 

In the story about Dick Snow in Fisher's River Scenes we learn that the 
Methodist had a quarterly meeting near Dick's home. How did the parson 
get there? Dick went to Rockford to hear a court case and had been to 
Waugh's store. Mr. Waugh was a merchant at Rockford on the Yadkin 
River, later he moved to Dobson. The courthouse was moved from 
Rockford to Dobson in 1851 and Mr. Waugh followed the crowd. Wherever 
the money was at was where Mr. Waugh wanted to be. He hobnobbed with 
the lawyers and ended up serving several terms as a Surry County 
respresentative in the North Carolina legislature. (The Heritage of Surry 
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County) He is credited with getting the road built from Dobson through 
Lowgap to Virginia. He was a merchant and would benefit from the traffic. 
This most likely is the modem Prison Camp Road to Route 89 through 
Beulah and Lowgap. It was said that his slaves built it so would have been 
before 1865 when slaves were freed. I've seen no documents about this but 
found it in The Heritage of Surry County. Zachariah and John Senter with 
Davis Holder being appointed to mark out a road is documented February 
10, 1802. They may have cut back overhanging limbs of trees to make it 
possible to travel without being slapped in the face by the branches. 

The word "road" literally means "a journey on horseback." "To ride" is 
an Old English word and is kin to the word Ride. Under the word "ride" 
Webster's Encyclopedia Dictionary refers us to the word "road." Under the 
word "rode" they refer to ride. Road and rode are kin and have the same 
root. 

This is the end of my discourse on the roads around Shipps Muster 
Ground on Ring's Creek below the Blaze Spur. There are some facts to 
consider for the separate tax districts of Surry County, North Carolina. The 
boundaries are published in The Heritage of Surry County, Volume I, page 
652, year 1855 with the roads. 

In the Westfield Township there was the Danbury Road, a ridge road, and 
a new east road. The Pilot Mountain District boundaries cross no roads. 
The Rockford Township mentions the Rockford Road and the Salem Road. 
Eldora mentions the Cadle Ford Road, Rockford Road and the Salem Road. 

Mount Airy Township mentions the Cadle Ford Road, Dobson Road, 
Taliaferro's Road, and a ridge road to the Fancy Gap Road then to the new 
cut road to the Westfield corner. 

Stewarts Creek Township begins at the Fancy Gap Road, west to Fisher 
Peak along the Virginia line, then south to the top of Round Peak, then to the 
Flat Top meeting house, then the Haystack Road, and then Taliaferro's Road. 

In the Dobson Township the crossing runs west to the Mount Airy and 
Dobson Road to the Taliaferro Road west to Haystack Road, southeast to 
Rockford Road, cross Rockford Road, then along a ridge road, then an old 
road near the meeting house, and then up the river to the new cut ford to the 
junction of Mitchells River. 

In the Hotel Township the state road was above Cockerham's store. 
In Bryan Township the Rockford Road was from J udesville, then down 

the creek, and then the Rockford Road. 
In the Franklin Township west from Haystack Road. The southern 

boundary of the Stewarts Creek Tax District was at Haystack Road, to the 
northeast bounded the north section of Fancy Gap Road. There was no 
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mention at all of crossing a road along the boundary lines. Not even the 
surveyors would acknowledge that there was a road in Stewarts Creek and 
Franklin Townships. They jumped from the top of Fisher Peak to the top of 
Round Peak Mountain then over a wide valley and a high ridge before 
touching ground near a road. They must have been giants. 

In Fisher's River Scenes Taliaferro did say that "if heathen mythology 
were true the Fisher River area might have been the place where Giants piled 
up mountain upon mountain to scale the walls of heaven." There were paths 
from farms, surely they led someplace. In 1855 what is now Pipers Gap 
Road is briefly identified "at the ford between Hugh Gwyns and Bookers." 
The district line went "up Pauls Creek to the ford." If not for Harden 
Taliaferro we would not know that there was a Blaze Spur up across the 
mountain to Virginia. The Spencers lived in the face of the mountain near 
the Blaze Spur. Sol Senter went up to get Sally Spencer for their wedding. 
Waiting at his father's house was Squire Freeman who was to marry them. 
They looked up the hill towards the Blue Ridge and saw Sol and Sally 
coming down the hill. John Senter lived near the head of Little Fisher River. 

Stevan South was in the Grayson County, Virginia land records. The 
Thomas Davis farm was on Fisher Gap Road joining the land of Stephan 
South in 1815. 

In Grayson County, Virginia in 1793 (near Galax), a road passed Moses 
Foley's going to the Carolina line. Moses Foley and William Ramey were 
the pastors of Fisher River Baptist Church in 1782 and of Mitchells River 
Baptist Church in 1784. Moses was one of ten men appointed to serve on 
the new C.Purt in Grayson County early in 1793. (Hughes and Alderman) 

In Surry County, North Carolina the Fisher Gap Road ran northwest from 
the crossroads of present Routes 268 and 601, then further northwest above 
Mitchells River Baptist Church and the Ironworks Road. This was 
mentioned in a land record in 1791. The Carroll County, Virginia records 
show the 1808 Fisher Gap Road near the southern parts of the Carroll
Grayson County line, just above the North Carolina line. Moses Foley was 
in Grayson County on the road to the Carolina line and was in Surry County 
as a pastor. How did he get off the mountain to Surry? The indications are 
that Fisher Gap was a little southwest of Cumberland Knob Park on the Blue 
Ridge Mountain. 
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A Haystack Shelter at the Flat Top Ridge 

Do not skim over the surface of recent history when you search for the 
truth. Go behind the pages of modem interpretations and read the original 
accounts. Take the quotes from recent work and ignore the slant that is 
given to it. 

At Jamestown, Virginia when the first man came to America some of 
them made a shelter out of the ship's sail. Another group leaned saplings 
around a tree in teepee fashion with dead tree limbs interlaced. Then they 
piled leaves up around it all. They wrote that this shelter was as warm as 
their home in England. (History of Jamestown, Virginia) 

In 1728 as William Byrd surveyed the Dividing Line between Virginia 
and North Carolina he found the family of Cornelius Keith on his trip. Mr. 
Keith's pole cabin had no roof and Mr. Byrd questioned him about it. Mr. 
Keith had no money for nails. He told Byrd that at night and when it rained 
his family stayed in a "large stack of fodder." (The Dividing Line, William 
Byrd) 

In 1806 a small group of young Christian men were meeting regularly in 
a grove of trees. One day a thunderstorm popped up and they took shelter in 
a large haystack where they continued to pray and discuss their faith. This 
became famous and is called the "Haystack Meeting." From this Haystack 
Meeting came the American Missionary work called the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. (The Congressional Way, Charles W. 
Fergueson) 

Shortly after July 1, 1749 George Washington began surveying Lord 
Fairfax's land in Virginia. He wrote that he rarely found a cabin with a bed 
to sleep in. He slept in the cabins of the settlers on the floor with the 
families on a little hay, fodder, straw, or a bearskin, whatever was available. 
(Political and Social Growth of the United States, Hackett) 

Abraham Lincoln's parents moved to Indiana in 1818. The first year they 
lived in a half-faced shelter built with saplings and covered with leaves and 
grass. After they got a one-room cabin built it had no door covering and 
only had a dirt floor. Abraham "slept in the loft" on a heap of dry leaves. 

Hay is from the word "hewn" and is not a random act but is "cut for a 
purpose." Fodder is the whole plant, com stalks and leaves or pea vines and 
leaves were common fodder when dried in stacks. Hay may be grass cut for 
the purpose of building a temporary shelter or for feeding livestock. At the 
settlement ofDavis M. Holder's estate he had one lot of fodder, one lot of 
shucks, one straw stack and one oat stack. The oat, straw and shucks were 

·valued at $2.00 each and the lot of fodder at $17.00. (January 1869) 
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In August of 1868, Ellis F. Jarrell had one lot of fodder at $6.00, a lot of 
oat straw and shucks. In a document concerning Fountain Jarrell he had a 
"growing crop of com fodder and rye." (August 1863) 

By 1831 in Surry County there was a Post Office at Haystack. Every 
family in the land had a shock of fodder and a haystack. There is nothing 
unusual about them. Nothing at least to cause an area to be named 
Haystack. There is reason to believe that something out of the ordinary 
brought the name about by 1831. The facts were verified that corn shocks 
and haystacks were used as a shelter in 1728 and 1806. People slept on 
leaves, fodder, straw, and bear skins in 1749. A Civil War soldier wrote that 
they slept on pine poles with a little straw. It is a fact that when our house 
burned in early February 1937, we four kids were put to bed at the home of a 
poor neighbor and the mattress was a straw-filled tick. The four of us were 
put in the bed with their three children. Surry County, North Carolina is a 
fact. My theory is not a fact, not proven, but I believe, based on these 
established facts, that an early settler made himself a haystack for shelter 
while he was preparing for and building his first log cabin or the first church 
was an arbor covered with grass. The first deed for a church on Haystack 
Road was recorded in 1824. Perhaps Meshack Franklin was instrumental in 
getting a meeting house built before his death. He lived in that area from 
about 1810-1812 until he died in 1839. (The Heritage of Surry County, 
North Carolina) 

At an estate sale in Warren County, North Carolina on September 13, 
1805 Crawford Felts bought two "cut stacks."? (The Felts Family of Fancy 
Gap, Virginia, Melvin and Dea Felts). There is a question mark beside this 
in the book. Hay means something "hewn." The word hewn is rather 
outdated so in 1805 they used the word "cut" which in this case means 
"hay." 

The minutes of the Fishers River Primitive Baptist Association (October 
26, 1877) state that "our fall association be held with Franklin Church at Flat 
Top (monthly meeting) 9 miles west of Dobson, Surry County, N.C. to 
commence on Friday before the 4th Sunday in October, 1878 and that J. E. 
Atkinson preach the introductory sermon at Franklin and John Moran be his 
alternate." Flat Top was a place. In the book, The Progress ofWorldwide 
Missions, they state that the Haystack meeting is so widely known that there 
is no use for them to recount it. There is no doubt that the Primitive Baptist 
was aware of it for it was the controversy over missionaries that split the 
Baptist Church in 1830. The famous Jonathan Edwards began his ministry 
in a booth made of brush. 
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The Fences 

John Senter was made "famus" in the book Fisher's River Scenes in 1859. 
He lived "up" Little Fisher River above Davis Maid Holder and Squire West 
Freeman. Above Holder's farm you could not ride a horse to John's house 
from the river path for his land was "shot up with hills and fences." A man 
could slip through but not cattle or horses. Some fences had slip rails; some 
call them drawbars. A section of split rail fence could be removed to allow 
passage of a horse and wagon but were kept in place to keep out free ranging 
cattle. 

John Senter had no slip rail section near the river. He had a slip gap that 
allowed a person to slip through. For a slip gap one section offence 
overlapped the adjoining section leaving a man sized space between the 
overlap. A four-footed animal could not make the tum through the slip gap 
because ofthe length of its body. When the Squire West Freeman visited 
John he chose the path along Little Fisher River, that being the shortest way 
up the river to John's farm. The wagon path would have been longer from 
the Squire's to John's and to his slip rail fence. 

A common act of revenge was to break down the fence of an enemy. 
Moonshiners often burned the fences of "tattlers." Calvin Jones admitted in 
court that he had been charged with burning his neighbor's fences and 
admitted that he had reported on his neighbors. A farmer's livelihood could 
be destroyed in one night if a herd of cattle got into his crops. 

, ; . ~ 
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Dick Snow of Fisher's River Scenes was being followed by a courting 
rival as he rode along on horseback with Sally Tucker. They had left a 
Methodist church meeting and were on their way home. To get away from 
his rival Dick stopped his horse and took down the top rails of a fence so the 
horses could jump over, then he replaced the fence rails. There were "no 
drawbars nor gate there." The rival followed through before Dick could 
replace the rails but then they came to another fence "and thar he slayed 
'Gius" (the rival), then rode home with Sally. Apparently he kept Algius 
Cave from crossing the fence and following them to her home. 

Larkin Snow tended a gristmill for William Easley on Little Fisher River 
in the early years of the 1800s. He was a taxpayer by 1810. Larkin was 
born about 1788 to Obediah Snow, died after 1870. Larkin married 
Elizabeth Norman about 1803. An interesting fact is that Larkin and 
Elizabeth had a son named Deep Snow. (Surry County 1850 Census) 
"While he was keeping" Mr. Easley's mill he planted himself a pea patch 
near the bank of the river just below the mill dam. He worked the pea patch 
when the water was too low to run the mill. His wife Elizabeth (he called 
her old Quilt) and all of the children loved peas so he planted a mighty good 
share of them. He planted them in the best spot of earth, near the river, near 
the bank. 

The peas were growing well when they noticed that something was 
crapping the peas. He couldn't figure it out for the fences were "allers up 
good and the gate shot up" (shut up). The only way into the pea patch was 
on the river bank so he watched till he saw the varmints coming out of the 
river at night. Nearby there was a place where the river was squeezed in 
tight by the banks on each side. Larkin set a trap in the narrow place and 
caught the varmints thereby saving his pea patch. (Fisher's River Scenes and 
The Heritage of Surry County) 

Harden Taliaferro, the author of Fisher's River Scenes, wrote that a long 
introduction to a book "is like a green field to a starving horse when the 
fence is sorry." 

Johnson Snow of Fisher's River Scenes went to the home of Charles 
Taliaferro while Johnson was drunk. Charles wouldn't allow any drunk to 
spend a night in his home. Johnson made a bet with his "still house" friends 
that he could stay the night at old Taliaferro's and would beat him by talking 
scripture. Charles refused to let him stay the night but told him to come 
back sober and he could stay a week. Johnson preached to Charles using 
correct scripture then pretending to weep he told Charles "I'll go out here 
and lie down in yer fence comer and let yer dog come and lick my sores. 
You'll see how it goes with you in "that day," sartin." Seeing this pitiful 
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slobbering wretch old Taliaferro's conscience was smitten. Johnson looked 
so pitiful all piled up in the fence comer. He called him to come in for 
Johnson's scripture was true. Taliaferro was a strict Baptist and very 
familiar with Johnson Snow's recitation of the Bible. He was "beat" as 
Johnson planned. Seeing Johnson seeking shelter in the fence comer was 
more than Taliaferro could bear. 

Uncle Davy Lane of Fisher's River Scenes had a cu-pen where the wife 
went to milk the cows. In the fences they had a cowslip, a narrow place 
where a section of fence overlapped the next section with a gap between the 
ends. Some call it a cow gap but it was the milker that slipped through the 
gap. Cows were trained to come to the slip at milking time. The cow pen 
didn't pen the cows in, it penned them out of the yard and crop land. 
Speaking of cows, a descendant of a Round Peak settler watched a man 
unload a cow and stake her out on the church yard at Flat Top Primitive 
Baptist Church. They had an old reel type mower that they used but it was a 
very busy season on the farm in 1948. The cow was moved around once or 
twice a day to graze off the weeds. 

Franklin/Flat Top Primitive Baptist Church 

There is a persistent tradition in Carroll County, Virginia and across the 
border in Surry County, North Carolina that Bill Hawks was licensed to 
make liquor but had to pay tax on what he sold. He didn't "have" to pay tax 
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on it all according to his law and he didn't. They say that when he suspected 
a person of informing on him he would bum their fences and their barns. 

Old Bohannan Mill in Surry County 
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Johnson Snow 

Johnson Snow had a deed to land on Back Creek in Carroll County, 
Virginia October 23, 1801 and was taking care of one tract of land for 
Presiller Garner in 1815. Another two tracts joined Levi Johnson and Joseph 
Johnson and were owned by John O'Neal. It appears that this Johnson Snow 
was related to the Johnson family of Carroll County and they were neighbors 
to the Allen family. I remember seeing a lot of Johnson and Allen families 
on the census records as I searched for my own family there, the same Allen 
names that are mentioned as having an altercation with Johnson Snow in 
1810. It was the descendants of these Allen's that shot up the courthouse in 
1912 killing several and wounding some, including the Judge and Sherif£ I 
haven't researched Johnson Snow in the Surry County, North Carolina 
census but in the year 1850. The Snow family researchers believe that 
Johnson Snow was named for his mother's family. He was not in the census 
of 1850 for Carroll County. This must be the Johnson Snow that had trouble 
with the Allen's in the early years in what is now Carroll County, Virginia. 
My Surry County families ofNorman, McCraw, Ahart, and Burrus were in 
Surry County and Carroll County which led me to research in both. I 
believe that this is the Johnson Snow of Fisher's River Scenes. (The 
Settlements by John Alderman and census records of Carroll County, 
Virginia and Surry County, North Carolina) 

About all that we know of Johnson Snow is the vivid description given in 
Fisher's River Scenes. He was a pleasant likable man and welcome 
anywhere, independent, weeding his own row. He was about 5 feet 6 inches 
tall and powerfully built, good humored and warm hearted. 

He loved to tease people. I wonder if his teasing led to the altercation 
with the three Allen men in 1807. Whatever the case he "went to law" and 
the Allens were put under a peace bond in old Virginny. He lived at the 
head of Stewarts Creek in Surry County in 1850. His neighbors that year 
were Henry Beamer, Frost Cain, Michael Wood, Ruth Hammock, Ice Snow, 
Hardin Hawks, Reuben Golding, James McCraw, Isom Puckett, Sally Snow, 
Hale Snow and Constant Puckett. Johnson Snow was 78 years old and the 
oldest among them. Stewarts Creek flows into Surry County out of Carroll 
County through a gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains. The three main 
branches of water that form into Stewarts Creek are Bledsoes Creek, Naked 
Run Creek, and Stony Creek. Frost and Snow, Jr. was an early settler on 
Stewarts Creek, receiving a deed to land in 1795. It appears that Johnson 
Snow chose to flrst settle in Carroll County but later moved to Surry County 
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near his people. In Surry County there was Frost and Snow, Jacob, Obediah, 
Henry, and Richard Snow of Fisher's River Scenes. 
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Politicians and Liquor Stills 

Andrew Fletcher, a Scottish politician, said he knew a wise man that 
believed if a man were permitted to make all the "ballads," he would not 
care who should make the laws of a nation. 

The word "ballad" means a dancing song, a narrative poem adapted for 
singing, to throw a dance. 

In Fisher's River Scenes Taliaferro has linked a politician, Meshack 
Franklin, and fiddle and seven handed reels all in one breath. The people 
cared not for learning, they left that to the politicians. 

Andrew Fletcher is remembered for the above quote. He lived 1655-
1716. I have a feeling that Taliaferro had this in mind when he wrote ofthe 
dancing and the politicians. I found the Fletcher quote in the 1937 
Doubleday Encyclopedia. 

Taliaferro points out the habit of the politicians coddling for votes with 
whiskey and salt herring. That part of society hasn't changed, they still 
coddle for votes. 

Stories have been handed down for several generations about the liquor 
stills in extreme northwest Surry County around Fisher River and Ramey 
Creek. Old Doc Hall said that you could stand on the Blue Ridge Mountains 
and see the steam rising off the stills. In the 1862 tax records Giles Hodges, 
Sr. was taxed for 82 112 gallons of liquor at Beaverdam Creek. Giles, the 
son of William, and Tabitha lived on Beaverdam Creek. His mother lived 
with him after William died in 1815. (Surry County Census and The 
Heritage of Surry County) 
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The Prohibition League was formed in 1893 called the Anti Saloon 
League but there wasn't a national prohibition with enforcement until 1927. 
States often had laws that governed who could make liquor. In the autumn 
of 1912 the brother of my great-great-grandfather mentions this in a letter. 
The year 1912 was a dry year and the apples were small but since distilling 
them was outlawed it didn't matter. I don't know why most of the Surry 
County liquor stories are focused on the Fisher River and Lowgap areas but 
all that I've heard and read centers there. In Fisher's River Scenes "Skitt" 
wrote a lot about the liquor in that area. Written records often confirms the 
tales we hear. 

In the booklet, Historic Sites of Surry County, the Historic Society notes 
the Shipps Muster Ground on Ring's Creek; Shipps later known as "the 
granary"--much liquor made there. (Shipps Muster Ground is the most 
historic site in all of Surry County, North Carolina.) 
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A Good Man At Camp Creek 

He never took his rightful share when he ground a widow's com. Daniel 
Barker was the son of Jeremiah Barker and Susannah Galyean Barker. He 
was born in 1830 and had an older brother Leander. Jeremiah owned 425 
acres on the waters of Camp Creek in 1835. He deeded his son Leander 100 
acres of it and left the rest of his estate to his wife and son Daniel. Jeremiah 
died in 1851. His wife Susannah lived on for over 30 years after his death. 
Daniel never left his mother's home. 

Camp Creek flows out of the Blue Ridge Mountain below the 
Cumberland Knob Park. On each side of Camp Creek are the two forks of 
Ramey Creek. In the early years of the settlements of Surry County, North 
Carolina and of Grayson and Carroll Counties in Virginia, the records 
mention the Fisher Gap Road. There is no mention of Lowgap. There was a 
wagon camp at the base of the mountain for wagoneers traveling on the 
Fisher Gap Road. It was here that Jeremiah Barker had his land. His 
younger son Daniel married his cousin Susan Norman in Apri11852. Susan 
was the youngest daughter of William Norman and Delilah Barker Norman. 
She was born in 1820 at Ring's Creek, a few miles east of Camp Creek. 
Susan was 32 years old when she married Daniel and they had one child, a 
son William "Bill" Barker, born in 1852. Their first known Surry County 
ancestor was William Barker. He had two tracts of land. One tract was 100 
acres on both sides of Christian Creek which was a little south of Camp 
Creek. This deed was dated June 6, 1797. Christian Creek's head was a 
spring at the old Indian path in western Surry. To the northwest was a "nob" 
called Warrior Mountain. This land is in extreme northwestern Surry 
County. The prominent Franklin family lived in that area during the early 
years. Apparently, Barker's land was on the present Corbet Cockerham 
Road that runs north off of Haystack Road. 

On Camp Creek the Barkers were near the Galyean families which is off 
the present Route 89 at Low Gap. Daniel and his wife Susan lived in the 
home of his widowed mother Susannah Barker. His wife Susan was as quiet 
as a mouse and it was easy to forget that she was even there, but Daniel 
knew. Susan enjoyed being around people but was a listener, not a talker. 
Her sister-in-law Louisa Barker once asked her if she never talked. She 
murmured that she talked to Daniel. It was a mystery to all that Daniel was 
the only person Susan ever talked to. Susannah lived with them and often 
heard Susan murmuring to Daniel but she spoke so softly that Susannah 
couldn't tell what she was saying. She listened to what Daniel would say in 
response and learned the subject matter. Susannah liked Susan for she was a 
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busy woman and devoted to Daniel. They raised hogs, sheep, and a few 
cattle and had their own brand or mark for the livestock. Their gardens and 
cropland were fenced and the cattle ran free. The fences were called Feud 
fences or Feud lines. They prevented cattle from destroying crops and the 
feuds that resulted if they did. 

Daniel entered the Confederate army in August 1862. He left behind his 
69-year old widowed mother, his wife Susan, and 11-year old son "Billy." 
His brother was on the adjoining land but his oldest boys were six and ten 
years old. Daniel was sent to eastern Virginia with the troops that tried to 
defend Richmond, the Confederate capital. Daniel suffered shock when a 
shell exploded near him. He remained in the hospital for over five months 
before returning to duty. He served until the surrender of the south April9, 
1865. 

The tradition is that Daniel and others walked to one of the surviving 
railroads that passed through Danville, Virginia and through Greensboro, 
North Carolina. On April12, 1865 the railroad was tom up between 
Danville and Greensboro by Union troops. General Johnson surrendered 
North Carolina April26, 1865. Daniel walked home. It was a long journey 
for the bridges had been burned in Virginia and creeks and rivers were up 
from the spring rains. He had cousins in Henry and Patrick Counties, 
Virginia that helped as they could. On his journey home he saw that 
cropland was growing up with brush and briers. He saw a few old men and 
women planting the spring gardens, a few young women and children doing 
the same. The old wheat and cornfields were full of blackberry vines and 
saplings of pine and poplar trees. He wondered about his own large farm. 
He came down through Patrick County crossing the branches of the Dan 
River. There he met the Hookers who fed him. They pointed the way down 
the Slate Mountain into Surry County. He stopped at Archies Creek to wash 
himself and get a drink of cold water. Down in Surry one of old Isaac 
Norman's grandsons gave him a ride into Mount Airy. Daniel was confused; 
he had a few companions on his journey home, most had dropped off along 
the way, going to their own homes. He ran up with Greenberry Norman at 
Mount Airy. Greenberry had lost some fmgers in the war. He was with the 
army at White House, Virginia defending Richmond. Greenberry was his 
wife's nephew. Greenberry's brother Richard D. Norman died in the hospital 
during the war, January 1, 1862. Daniel had heard of his death before he 
enlisted August 17, 1862. John Senter's boy, William, died in the same 
hospital at Charlottesville, Virginia just thirteen days after Richard Norman 
died. Wilson Senter died during the war in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, July 
1863. Many men were in town that day hoping to find their own son. Jeb B. 
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Vance, the Governor ofNorth Carolina, had depots established all over 
North Carolina to provide sustenance to the wives and children ofNorth 
Carolina soldiers. Mount Airy had a depot and the women there fed the men 
as they passed through. Greenberry wondered what was wrong with Daniel 
Barker. They caught a ride home but Daniel wanted to stay and talk to 
William Norman, the deacon of his church and his wife's father. William 
was 79 years old. Daniel was disturbed by the things that he had seen, the 
young women and children planting the crops, the old men and women 
planting seed as they leaned on a cane, the briars and the brush growing in 
the fields. William told him that they couldn't fix what was past but he 
could relieve the widows and children that were left. That is one of the 
commandments of the Christian Church, do the best that you can. 

James Norman, the brother of Daniel's wife, carried Daniel home. James 
and Daniel's brother Leander had helped Susan with plowing and planting. 
It had been a struggle to keep wood cut for the fires but James' brother 
William Harden and his boy Preston helped. James' son Calvin Norman was 
a big help. James had moved his family into his parents' home so that there 
was one less fire to keep. 

The pokeweed was sprouting and the dandelion leaves were tender. 
Daniel craved something green after a winter of dried peas and bread. Susan 
and their son Billy got the tow sacks and headed for the fields while 
Susannah told Daniel all of the news. He had scrubbed himself and 
Susannah rubbed his callused feet with mutton's tallow to heal the cracks. 
He needed new shoes. She put dried apples to soak and ask what else he 
would like. "Mama," he said, "just sallet and cornbread is all I want and a 
lot of it." His brother Leander came over and brought a crock of honey and 
asked if there was anything else he wanted. "Naw," he said, "just sallet and 
bread." He thought that Susan must have gone to Dobson hunting sallet, she 
was gone so long. Susan had stopped at the branch to wash the greens and 
Susannah had two pots of water boiling. They parboiled it twice pouring off 
the water and put it in fresh water to boil again. A cake of cornbread was 
baking and pork grease was poured into the sallet. Pokeweed was a good 
tonic and would clean him out from all the dried peas the army fed him. 
Leander said, "How 'bout if I kill a lamb tomorrow, will you eat some?" 
"Naw, ret now I just want sallet and bread." Leander did kill a lamb and 
Daniel did eat it but he had sallet on his plate with it. "Wild sallet is a gift 
from God," said Daniel; "it comes on early before man's plantings do." 
After a few weeks of eating the best that could be offered Daniel began 
clearing brush from the fields, fields that his father began clearing in 1818. 
He couldn't let it tum back to a forest. The year that he entered the 
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Confederate army his land was valued at $2000, a considerable value for his 
acres. In 1870 his real estate was worth $2000 and personal property valued 
at $200. His widowed mother was 79-years old and not able to do any work. 
Daniel hired Joseph Goodson, a 30-year old neighbor, to help him on the 
farm. In 1880 Daniel and Susan were alone, and most ofhis income was 
from his gristmill. Daniel built a sawmill and built coffins. He never took 
his rightful portion of meal when he ground com for a widow and none of 
the poor had to mortgage their farm to buy a coffm. Daniel became a poor 
man. His only son William Allen had his portion of the land. 

In the late 1880s two neighbors had a liquor still nearly one half mile 
above Daniel's sawmill. His gristmill was about 375 feet above the sawmill. 
A half-mile above the sawmill lived one of the distillers. This was not 
lawful at the time but when the revenue collectors came to the Fisher River 
area in March 1891 they were fired upon. Word spread that revenuers were 
in the community so Daniel Barker went to warn them at the still. Detective 
R. I. Barnwell was shot and killed, and Brim was wounded. Agents were 
sent to Surry County and they arrested Daniel Barker who was 64 years old 
at the time. Daniel was framed by the two distillers and many of their 
family saying that he killed the man. A jury of his equals found Daniel not 
guilty of murder. Some of the witnesses were themselves criminals. One 
had changed Daniel's brand on his sheep to his own brand. Another witness 
had been charged for burning his neighbor's fences and had a habit of 
"reporting on his neighbors. 11 Two admitted that they unlawfully distilled 
spirits. One detective admitted lying and of withholding the truth. 

Later that year of 1891 Daniel was arrested for distilling, found guilty 
and sentenced to three months in jail with a $1 00 fine. He had to mortgage 
his mill to pay the fme. The Heritage of Surry County stated, "He lacks that 
stem visage which one expects in the daring, reckless, bloodthirsty 
moonshiner. 11 On October 16, 1891 the reporter for the Greensboro Record 
newspaper wrote tenderly about Daniel. The newspaper reported that Daniel 
was noted for his kind deeds to the poor, he had been a good soldier in 
Confederate service, a lifelong member of the Primitive Baptist Church, 
never swore an oath in his life, suffered from shell shock in the war from 
which he never recovered. He was simple-minded kind hearted and didn't 
look like a daring, reckless, bloodthirsty moonshiner. 

People often ask Susan for details about what Daniel had to say. She 
always said the same two words, "Ask Daniel." Susan died before 1900 and 
Daniel was boarding in the home of John and Lucinda Galyean in 1900. He 
was lonely without Susan. He missed her quiet murmurings and her 
strength. He had hurt her good reputation and the reputation of the church. 
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It was unlawful for him to distill alcohol. Everyone needed whiskey for 
medicine but he should have bought it from a lawful distiller, one licensed to 
distill. There wasn't much in his life that he regretted but he regretted that he 
broke the law. The church rebuked him strongly August 1891 and warned 
him that he would be dismissed if he repeated his sin. He knew that he had 
hurt their good name. Daniel died December 19, 1910. There are no 
markers for the graves of Daniel and Susan. 

Daniel Barker and wife Susannah (Susan) Norman Barker. 
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FROM THE GREENSBORO RECORD 

History ofDANIEL BARKER case ... his trial at Greensboro, a brief 
biography: 

On 23rd of March last a party of raiders under Deputy Collector 
BASCOMB FIELDS had been fired upon in Surry ... R. I. BARNWELL, of 
Hendersonville, was killed and BRIM was seriously wounded ... detectives 
sent to Surry ... BARKER was arrested, tried and set free by jury on August 
last ... BARKER again arrested for illicit distilling, etc .... mortgaged his mill 
and was allowed to spend a few days with his aged wife ... he came to this 
city promptly and stood trial and was convicted and sentenced to 3 months 
injail and fmed $100. 

DANIEL BARKER is 64 years of age, medium size, was born in Surry 
Co., NC, near Lowgap in the Blue Ridge Mountains, about 17 miles from 
Mt. Airy. He has always lived in the house where he was born. He is noted 
for his kind deeds to the poor around him although he himself is a poor man. 
He owns a small mill which he has tended since the war ... also worked in a 
shop making coffins, mending wagons, and any kind of light woodwork. He 
never swore an oath in his life, but from childhood has been a consistent 
member of the Primitive Baptist Church. He was 3 years in the Confederate 
service ... made a good soldier ... but received a shock to his brain from a 
bursting shell at the Battle of Chancellors ville where fell the gallant 
STONEWALL JACKSON in whose command he was ... from which he has 
never fully recovered. He is a simple-minded, kind-hearted old man and 
lacks that stem visage, which one would expect in the daring, reckless, 
blood-thirsty moon-shiner. (1891) 

FROM THE MOUNT AIRY NEWS 

Daniel Barker, a very aged man, living in the upper part of Surry County, 
was convicted on moonshining at the Federal Court at Greensboro last week 
and sentenced to the Federal prison for two years. Ten years ago Barker 
killed revenue officer Barnwell and shot officer T. L. Brim. Although the 
evidence at his trial was very strong, it was hardly sufficient to convict and 
he was given his liberty. He is about 75 years old. (October 11, 1900) 
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Death on Camp Creek 

Louisa Collins came from an old Grayson County, Virginia family. Her 
ancestor Mahlon Collins, Sr. was dismissed from the Quaker Meeting for 
marrying outside the faith. (Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, 
Hinshaw). Louisa married Leander Barker of Camp Creek in western Surry 
County March 7, 1847. Leander was the son of Jeremiah Barker and 
Susannah Galyean and the grandson of the pioneer William Barker. Leander 
was granted 50 acres of land in 1845. After he married, his father deeded 
him 1 00 acres on Camp Creek. Camp Creek is northwest of Warrior 
Mountain and east of Saddle Mountain and the Alleghany County line. It 
flows into Williams Creek, then these creeks flow into Fish River. 

Louisa was a productive woman and produced a child on a cold February 
day in 1848. In July 1849 she birthed another child. The first child became 
ill late in 1849 following a cold. In January 1850 she had a croaking cough 
on a bitterly cold night, keeping Louisa up all night. Little Jestin had the 
dreaded croup. After daybreak Leander rode his horse up to the north side 
of the ridge and cut down a Beech tree as big as his leg. The Beech tree is 
some of the toughest wood in Surry County. His mother boiled several 
chunks of the wood to release the creosote and his brother Daniel helped him 
carry the water home. Louisa tempered it with cool water and put little 
Jestin in the tub to breath the vapors. She knew that another attack might 
come in the night and left a pot of the creosote water by the fire. She had 
hardly got to sleep that night when the awful croaking began once more. 
Little Jestin's heart was racing faster than Camp Creek after a spring storm 
and she fought Louisa's efforts to help her. Leander threw Birch bark on the 
fire to heat the room and held a quilt over the tub of creosote water. Louisa 
could barely keep the child in the tub. The terrible croaking awoke the baby 
and it was screaming. Louisa went for the baby while Leander held Jestin. 
After the baby was put to the breast, Louisa sat in the floor alongside 
Leander and tried to soothe little Jestin. They both were scared and 
trembling. Louisa's heart felt like it had shrank to the size of a pea and it 
hurt so badly. She wished that Leander's mama was there, she knew so 
much. Louisa was 22 years old and knew that wisdom comes with age. 
Leander's parents were on the adjoining farm. 

After a while Jestin became limp and slept. About daybreak Leander 
went to his mother's and asked what they should do for Jestin. Susannah 
told him that he had done right for there was nothing better than Beech 
creosote. His father Jeremiah was not well and he hated to ask his mama to 
come stay with him and Louisa. Susannah knew that her boy was afraid and 
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told him that she would come before night. He got back home and Louisa 
was boiling more of the Beech wood. He wondered if they should keep 
some boiling day and night. He went out and chopped more pieces from the 
Beech, then laid down with Louisa and the babies. "Maybe," she said, "it's 
over, we can hope." After the baby had nursed, Louisa went out to milk the 
cow while Leander rested. When she came in he was slicing bacon and she 
made gravy and com pone. They thought it best not to waken J estin but 
would warm the gravy for her when she woke up. Most of the winter work 
for Leander was cutting wood and mending fences but that could wait. 
Louisa did not want to be alone. It wasn't his way to sit before the fire all 
winter. The nights were so long and the shadow of death made them seem 
longer. He dreaded the coming night and tried not to think of it. Louisa 
knew that it was bad luck to foresee death but how could she keep her mind 
from it. She wished that Susannah would come early. A cold icy wind was 
coming off the mountain and she feared that it was the death angel. She 
picked up some rags that Susannah gave her and began to piece a quilt 
hoping to still her fear. Leander brought in some harnesses to mend and 
whiled away some time. Louisa put a pot of peas to cooking and soaked 
dried pumpkin. Before the peas were done they heard the clatter of wagon 
wheels on the frozen earth and their hearts felt lighter--Susannah had come. 

Leander lifted little Jestin from the bed and petted her awake. They fed 
her pea soup and she seemed okay. Susannah held her near the pot of Beech 
wood water while Leander and Louisa did their night work. Water was 
brought from the spring, the cow was milked and night wood brought in. 
Susannah had brought parched rye for coffee to warm them through the 
bitter night. Everything seemed better with Susannah there. Hours after the 
sun sank behind the mountain Jestin fell asleep. Louisa put Effie to the 
breast, then they went to bed. Before they could fall asleep they heard the 
harsh loud noise as Jestin began fighting for air. The child became rigid and 
her face livid with sweat forming on the body. Susannah held the babe over 
the pot of Beech water and massaged its throat gently. Louisa wept. The 
struggle went on for an hour or more then Jestin went limp. Louisa felt 
relief but Susannah knew it was the quiet of death for the face was still livid. 
With a broken face she looked to Leander and said, "Jestin's gone." 

Louisa screamed and ran out the door. Leander was tom between his 
wife and his child. His mother said, "go to her." He caught Louisa on the 
bank of Camp Creek as she bent forward and heaved out violent sobs. He 
struggled to get her back to the house for her screams bent her double. After 
some form of calm returned, Leander went for his brother Daniel and the 
Galyeans. Daniel built his first coffm that day at age twenty. He then 
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helped Leander dig the grave. The Galyeans helped Susannah bathe and lay 
out the little body as Louisa hovered over them. They buried little J estin 
near the Barkers that had gone before her. 

Leander and Louisa had two more children in the next five years and lost 
them. Death became familiar. They had 13 children and Louisa lived to be 
91 years old. She broke the boughs ofDogwood flowers every spring and 
placed them on the graves of her children, trusting that because Jesus lives 
they will live also. 

Leander and Louisa were hardworking and prosperous, hoeing their own 
row. Their generation called them "quality." 

Louisa Collins Barker (1828-1920) 
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The Barker Family Cemetery is located on Old Lowgap Road in Surry 
County, several miles past Ivy Green Baptist Church. Travel to the old 

. homeplace ofFoye Barker Haynes on the right side of the road. Past the 
house bear to the left down the farm road about 112 mile. The cemetery is 
on the right and at one time you could drive all the way around the cemetery. 
There is a new stone with the name of Hawks on it. It is the grave of John 
Hardin Hawks (1833-1897) and Della Smith Hawks (1844-1897). It is said 
to be the gravesite of Wash Hawks' parents. The only other stone with 
names is the one with Leander Barker (May 8, 1818--0ctober 20, 1880) and 
Louisa Barker (August 11, 1828--February 15, 1920). Noted on the stone: 
"Thy Trials Ended Thy Rest Is Won). There are probably at least 25 field 
rocks marking graves per Claude Haynes (son ofFoye Haynes). His brother 
now owns the land the cemetery is on and it has just been partially cleared so 
you can drive to it. There is one other field rock with JB 1873 scratched on 
it and some believe it to be the grave of Jeremiah Barker who is father of 
Leander Barker but others think it is the grave of Leander's son Jeremiah 
Barker. Claude Haynes said that there are three generations of Barkers 
buried there. Also buried there are Leander's brother Daniel Barker and 
Daniel's son William Allen Barker and wife Celia Golding Barker. 
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Foggy Camp Shindigs 

The McCraws were in Antrim Parish, Halifax County, Virginia in 1787, 
the county that Davy Lane's family came from to Surry County, North 
Carolina. The McCraws were in Surry County by April24, 1790 when 
Jacob sold land on Lovings Creek in Virginia near Wards Gap Road. Jacob 
had a deed to land in Surry County in 1783 on Little Fisher River. 

The records of an estate sale show the McCraws as buyers in Grayson 
County, Virginia. Debts were paid to John Whitlock, Levi Jones, Drury and 
William East, Adam and Baines Ahart, and Ice Snow July 28, 1819. Drury 
East lived on the land called the McCraw place. 

In Surry County Jacob's brother William McCraw had a deed to land near 
Jacob in 1783 and they were neighbors to the Tuckers. Gamer Tucker was 
on Little Fisher River near Round Peak in 1794 and William McCraw's son 
Francis bought land on Stewarts Creek in 1793. Michael Ahart, Richard 
Snow, Thomas Burrus, Frost and Snow, and William Golden were in the 
same area at Stewarts Creek. Today Gentry's Middle School and North 
Surry High School are located there around Sparger Road and Hwy 89. 
Davy Lane, the Hunter, was above them in Virginia. There was an old 
Indian path passing by and these settlers marked blazes on the trees to guide 
the way. 

Francis McCraw married Sarah Burrus in 1786 and their seven childrren 
were born in Surry County. They had moved across the Virginia state line 
by 1811. He had 300 acres on Paul s Creek. His grown son William 
McCraw married and bought 100 acres on the Foggy Camp. As early as 
1796 the Foggy Camp is mentioned. Other deeds in that area near the 
Senters, McCraws, and Aharts mention the Floury Gap and "an old road" in 
1802 and 1804. 

Foggy Camp was the place to be. All of the news from the Moravians at 
Salem, North Carolina to the Wythe County, Virginia lead mines was 
absorbed here. Foggy Camp was a wagon camp for travelers in southern 
Carroll County, Virginia. The only roads in southern Carroll crossing into 
Surry County were Wards Gap Road and the old Flour Gap Road. The 
wagon camps were always beside of a road. 

We know from Fisher's River Scenes that the folks in the Round Peak 
community of Surry County did visit the settlers across the Virginia state 
line. Solomon Senter ofRound Peak married a Spencer as did two of the 
McCraws. On November 6, 1827 Jacob A. McCraw was appointed to help 
set aside a portion of William Golding's estate for his widow Lucy. With 
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Jacob were John Whitlock, William Easley, Davis Holder, William Norman, 
and several other men. All were able to sign their name to the document 
except two, Davis Holder and William Moore affixed their "X". Nearly all 
of the earliest settlers in Surry County were able to sign their name, only 53 
out of the first 305 signed with an "X". (Hughes) By 1782 there was a 
church and school a few miles below Round Peak. William McCraw of the 
Foggy Camp had six sons and five of them signed their names to documents. 

Jacob McCraw was neighbor to Matthew Davis on the west side of 
Stewarts Creek June 7, 1799. He married Matthew's daughter Jane. They 
were neighbors of William Golding and Davy Lane. 

It has been written that when the Scotch-Irish had to give up their wailing 
bagpipes they picked up the fiddle. The McCraws were Scotch-Irish, they 
loved mutton stew and Scotch whiskey. The 3 M Company told me that 
they named Scotch Tape for the Scotch people and their frugal ways. Old 
John Senter of Round Peak admired them. They brought frugality and the 
Scottish reel with them to Surry County. John Senter wasn't much for 
wasting time but believed that limited recreation was good for the body and 
soul. He went to the McCraws at the Foggy Camp on Flour Gap Road, 
where they danced the double shuffle. John Senter loved to do the double 
shuffle at the shindigs, refreshing himself with apple brandy now and then. 
They wore ruts into the campground soil as they shuffled the hours away. 
John was "the shufflingest man south of the Blue Ridge" but he did have to 
wet his whistle once in a while. He mostly drank apple brandy but shuffled 
off the effects of it in short order. 

The McCraws were famous for the Scotch mutton stew so every man, 
woman, and child brought their own bowl and spoon to the Foggy Camp 
hoedowns. Dick Snow wasn't too fond of mutton but thought it was better 
than old rabbity rabbit, which he couldn't tolerate. People converged from 
the east and west, from the north and south, to the Foggy Camp hoedowns, 
some for the fellowship but the majority were hungry for news. Over time 
in the early years a wagon road of sorts was hacked out from Round Peak to 
the northeast, over the Virginia line, joining the old Flour Gap Road in 
Carroll County, Virginia. Taliaferro had a path that joined up with it to get 
to the hoedowns. 

Most of the dances were at Shipps Muster Ground but once a year a frolic 
was held at the Foggy Camp, across the state line on the Flour Gap Road in 
Virginia. The McCraw and Burris' families first settled in Surry County but 
moved to Carroll County, Virginia about 1811. William, the son ofFrancis 
McCraw, bought l 00 acres in 1815 on the Foggy Camp. The wagon camp 
w~s, ~n the Flour Gap Road that ran from present Wythe County, Virginia to 
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present Forsyth County, North Carolina through Mount Airy in Surry 
County. It was a major road for commerce between southern Virginia and 
North Carolina. Foggy Camp was a major news post. The Moravians of 
Forsyth County brought in news from the central part ofNorth Carolina 
where they did their major trading at Cross Creek. Folks from Wythe 
County, Virginia got the news from the Shennadoah Valley ofVirginia. 

The McCraws were Scotch-Irish and they brought the Scottish customs 
with them, their fiddle, Scotch whiskey (the water of life) and their mutton 
stew. Johnson Snow of Fisher's River Scenes was surety for the marriage of 
William McCraw and Sabrina Ahart on January 13, 1816 in Patrick County, 
Virginia. At that time Johnson Snow was about 44 years old. He was a 
neighbor of the McCraws in Carroll County. 

According to Taliaferro, Johnson was at every public gathering because 
he "wanted to know something of everything that was goin on" and didn't 
want to be as "ign'rant as some jewkers." He lived near the head of Stewarts 
Creek a few miles from Flour Gap, which put him near the Foggy Camp. 
Not many Scotch-Irish settled in Carroll County and Surry County but the 
McCraws did. Early Colonial writers have tried to describe the Scotch-Irish 
dialect with one calling it Scotch-Irish English. When Fountain Jarrell came 
to Surry County he settled near Round Peak and he claimed that the owls on 
Nettles Nob hooted in the Scotch-Irish language. William Norman said that 
it was the Scotch-Irish that taught the owls to talk, for they always say, 
"Whoo are you?" Hen Holder said that the screech owl sounded more like 
the Scotch in their tone but the habit of saying, "Whoo are you?" was 
learned from the McCraws. Moses Cockerham claimed that the screech ow 1 
learned his screech from the Scotch-Irish fiddle, not from their speech. 
Johnson Snow listened to all this but said not a word. The McCraws 
pondered on it but knew that they were all wrong. 

Above the Foggy Camp on Pauls Creek lived the Allen clan and Johnson 
Snow had had trouble with them in 1810. In 1916 the McCraws also had 
trouble with the Aliens and at that time there was still a campground for 
wagoneers within hollering distance of Cana, Virginia near present Hwy 52. 
Willie McCraw killed Jasper (Jack) Allen at Widow Martin's house in 
March 1916. The first "news" of the killing were the screams of Widow 
Martin and heard by the wagoneers at the campground. 

At night the fog from the many springs and branches was as thick as pea 
soup, as the cool evening air chilled the mist at the wagon camp. When 
William McCraw bought his 100 acres February 22, 1815 the Foggy Camp 
was already a landmark. In 1796 a land grant names the Foggy Camp at the 
head ofPauls Creek. An 1803 deed mentions Melvin's cabin at Foggy 
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Camp. Not much is known of George and John Melvin except that John 
Melvin refused to serve in the militia in Carroll County, Virginia in 1783. 
(The Settlements, Alderman) George Melvin was in the same militia 
company with Timothy Spencer and Timothy is mentioned in Fisher's River 
Scenes. The camp was at the head of Pauls Creek where the many branches 
come together to form one creek. It was here that the Flour Gap Road 
turned east crossing many branches and streams. The headwaters of a creek 
are the spring branches that feed the creek. The head of a creek is where the 
spring branches come together to form a creek. It was at this head that 
Foggy Camp was established before 1796. The Moravians of present 
Forsyth County, North Carolina were using the Flour Gap Road by 1763. It 
was between the present Cana, Virginia (Hwy 52) and the Pipers Gap above 
Lambsburg. It was a resting place before ascending the Blue Ridge 
Mountain and for those who had descended. No sane person would attempt 
to ascend nor descend at night over that "terrible mounting." The folks in 
this area felt more neighborly towards the settlers in Surry County, North 
Carolina because the Blue Ridge was a barrier to the rest of Carroll County, 
Virginia. They were also drawn to the shindigs at Shipps Muster Ground. 
Everyone in the whole country went to the gatherings there. From there the 
McCraws could get news that was brought up from the Y adkin Valley 
courthouse at Rockford, for they didn't want to be ignorant like some folks. 
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Nettle's Nob 

According to theory there was a wagon path of sorts from Davy Lane's up 
towards Nettle's Nob. The first records of the "Nob" was September 27, 
1787 when Eli Norman sold land on Nettle's Nob near the Virginia line to 
Cornelius Keith, Jr. On October 4th of the same year Cornelius sold 50 acres 
to James Stewart on the west side of Little Fisher River, part of the 100 acres 
to said Keith by Eli Norman on September 27, 1787. Both deeds place 
Nettle's Nob on Little Fisher River on or near the Virginia line. 

On July 17, 1795 Gottleib Shober sold 4000 acres of land in Surry 
County, North Carolina. Some of the landmarks and people that are listed as 
bordering his land were Frost and Snow, William Golding, Stewarts Creek, 
Bledsoe, Nettle's Nob on Little Fisher River, Henry Norman, and Rabon. 
This is the third record placing Nettle's Nob on Little Fisher River. 

Thomas Norman's 500-acre tract of land included Eli Norman's 
improvement June 5, 1778. This was on Little Fisher River. Eli Norman 
was in Surry County in 1771; he received title to land in 1782. He sold the 
100 acres at Nettle's Nob September 27, 1787 after moving to South 
Carolina. 

In the book, Joseph Winston His Entry Book Surry County, NC Land 
Entries 1778-1781, there are two land entries for Thomas Wright (no date 
given). Entry No. 1676 is for 200 acres on the head ofWarter's Creek under 
the Round Peak Mountain including an old Ax entry made by Moses 
Cockram. Entry No. 1677 is for 200 acres of land in Surry County under 
Nettlies Nob Mountain. 

There is a sketch in Fisher's River Scenes of Uncle Davy Lane hunting 
turkeys on the south side of the Nob. He claimed that he killed 40 then went 
home to get the boys and little wagon. They ate turkey for a week. Davy 
was noted for his tall tales but we know that Nettle's Nob is a real place. It 
is not mentioned in the land records of Carroll County, Virginia. There were 
more nettles growing there than turkeys. 

There is a Nettle Knob in central Watauga County (Alt. 4,000) and a 
Nettle Knob community in Ashe County. (The North Carolina Gazetteer) 
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Turkey Hunter, North Carolina History 
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David Lane 

He was called Uncle Davy in Fisher's River Scenes. Davy was a sweet, 
laid back kind of man. He was tall and dark with an "I don't care" 
appearance but "monstrous skeered of snakes." He was a great storyteller, 
making them up as he chose. He carried his own gun everywhere he went. 
He would visit a neighbor early in the morning, sit down with his rifle across 
his knees, in too great a hurry to set it aside, would stay all day, would lay it 
by only at meals which he seldom refused, but always said, "he never was 
hongry." (Fisher's River Scenes) 

On Moore's Fork, a branch between Little Fisher River and Stewarts 
Creek, Davy Lane had a hog claim where the hogs ran wild. The Lanes 
came from Pittsylvania County, Virginia to Surry County, North Carolina by 
1790. Davy was a gunsmith and hunter but his greatest fame was his 
outrangeous storytelling and his crackling cornbread. He had a wife Mary, 
but she didn't like cracklings; she would cook them but she sure wouldn't eat 
them. 

In the 1850 census we learn that he was born in Virginia in 1771. He was 
78 years old in 1850. His wife was Mary and she was 76 years old. In the 
home there appears to be a widowed child and four young children, probably 
his grandchildren, three to seventeen years old. 

Davis Holder came from Pittsylvania County and was attached to Davy 
as well as the other Pittsylvania County settlers. Many of their neighbors 
from that county settled in Patrick and Carroll Counties, Virginia. Davy 
Lane was a man that thought visiting "was doin' sumthin" and Patrick 
County, Virginia "war'nt too fur to go." The Pittsylvania County Martins 
and Corns were there so Davy sloped over across the public wagon road, 
crossing Rentfro Creek (now Ararat River), then up to Patrick above Slate 
Mountain. He had often hunted over on Ward's Gap at the Blue Ridge 
Mountain, visiting old acquaintances along the Patrick-Carroll County 
border, the Martins and Smiths. He passed by old Jacob McCraw's former 
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land on his slope back down the mountain. He eyed the sky and was 
concerned about the clabbering of the clouds. 

Davy was a weather expert for his times and his speech was peppered 
with weather phenomenon. Red streaks of chain lightning were an ominous 
sign and clabbered skies foretold snow. Forked lightning was a good omen 
ever since the day of Pentecost. A quarter moon with its tip turned up was a 
sign of a dry spell for the tipped up moon caught the rain and held it. 
Abraham Eads of Patrick County could predict rain by licking his finger 
then holding it high in the air. He never would tell his secret to Davy. Of all 
the storms that Davy heard about in his travels, none of them could compare 
to a Blue Ridge Mountain storm. He claimed that while hunting, upon the 
Sugar Loaf Mountain on the Blue Ridge, that he hung his shot bag on the 
corner of a quarter moon. He was interested in 'stronimy and the '!ossifying 
about the moon but said that it was all nonsense. He trusted his own eyes 
and knew what he had seen with them. When the half moon "riz" up it 
would spill rain onto the earth, not every place, but somewhere on earth it 
would rain. He was "shore of it." Bill Holder didn't believe everything that 
Davy said for Davy "joshed" so much. His boshing and joking made 
skeptics of many but he guaranteed that his weather lore and 'stronimy was 
true. 

Bolt of Lightning During a Storm 
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Davy became a Christian of the Baptist faith and died a penitent man. 
Since the story in Fisher's River Scenes was written in 1857, Dave died 
between 1850-1857 a reformed man. What a testimony to leave behind. He 
said that he was from Pittsylvania County, Virginia and had an Uncle John 
Lane. Davy went hunting on Sunday and his feelings hurt him for killing a 
doe on Sunday knowing that she had a young fawn left helpless and Davy 
went back to search for the fawn. A black snake began chasing him; it was 
15 feet long with a pair ofbuck horns. Davy said, "I jist think it were 
something sent thar to warn me about hunting in Sundays, it blated like a 
fawn but as sure as old Buckmaster is made ofiron--l've never hunted on 
Sunday since." 

The Hunter, Album of American History 

One day, which was the Sabbath, Davy came under great conviction for 
his foolish talking and irreverence. Like the Scotch-Irish, he had a bone in 
his leg that only allowed him to bend his knee to God. His repentance was 
real and for the rest of his life he remembered Uncle John Lane saying, "Be 
merciful," as he read his Bible to Davy. At Ring's Creek Uncle "Billy" 
Norman often said that the Lord requires us to be merciful and just. Davy 
Lane often told of his experience of conversion as well as his conviction that 
we must be sober minded and merciful. 
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If we think we feel an earthquake on the Sabbath it may be Uncle Davy 
turning over in his grave. There's no reverence anymore. There were more 
good decent men at Round Peak than the critics will admit. 

The Lord didn't take away Davy's gift of storytelling or his love for 
weather phenomenon but he did change his direction. Davy preached that 
there would be signs in the sun, moon, and stars before the notable day the 
Lord arrived, with storms "wusser" than a Blue Ridge Mountain storm. 
"Doth not even nature teach you that the Lord is our God?" said Davy. "He 
stills the raging storms that make the mountains tremble and reserves the 
snow and ice for the day of battle, don't you know this?" 

Davy kept his hog claim on Moore's Fork branch and his travels were not 
diminished. He sought out the preachers for more learning from the 
scriptures along with recounting his conversion experience. By 1825 the 
Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church was established near Shipps Muster 
Ground above Ring's Creek. 

His good Christian life is noted in Fisher's River Scenes with his tall 
tales. With all of his charm he never could get Mary to eat crackling 
cornbread. 
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Normans 

Uncle "Billy" Norman of Fisher's River Scenes was the grandson of the 
pioneer Thomas Norman. A 1790 land record gives the boundaries of 
William Norman as Beginning on an open line at a Chestnut tree running 
down to Little Fisher River, then up the river to a marker of rocks, then 
along a blaze of trees to the line on the south side of Little Fisher River, then 
west to George Keith's line, containing 100 acres. Another deed shows that 
he owned other land on both sides ofLittle Fisher River and sold 100 acres 
of this to Zachariah Senter in 1 793. 

The blaze of trees indicates a marked pathway, not his land boundary. 
Little Fisher River flows south out of Virginia then turns east for a ways 
then south until it flows into Big Fish River. There was an old colonial road 
alongside of Little Fisher River as it flows east. (Hughes Map) William 
Norman's land followed that line. Another land record shows that William 
had land west of Little Fisher River and it crossed a branch which is likely to 
be the famous Ring's Creek of Fisher's River Scenes. William Norman is 
the Uncle Billy Norman of Fisher's River Scenes. The word "uncle" is a 
term of affection used by the author Harden Taliaferro and does not indicate 
a blood relationship. 

The 1862 tax records show William Norman on Ring's Creek along with 
his married children William Hardin, James, and Lydia Norman McKinney, 
the wife of Aaron. A daughter Susan was in William's home in 1850 but not 
in 1860. She was about 30 years old in 1860 and may have married. 

James remained in the Ring's Creek area as did Lydia and Aaron 
McKinney. William was born about 1786 and died 1869. He married 
Delilah Barker, the daughter of William Barker and the sister of Jeremiah 
Barker. William Barker was an early settler in Surry County, North 
Carolina having land before 1791 on the south side of the Wilkes Road near 
Ring's Creek and Little Fisher River. One of his neighbors was John 
Taliaferro. Jeremiah and Delilah were born in Virginia, Delilah in 1786 and 
Jeremiah about 1770. William Barker was the ancestor ofWilma Jarrell 
Hiatt and Mary Felts Columbine. 

William and Delilah Norman were buried a little south of the present 
Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church in 1866 and 1869. The Round Peak 
Church was organized in 1825. Mr. Boyd McKinney was interviewed by 
Virginia Phillips and Juanita Carpenter as they were gathering inscriptions 
for Surry County, North Carolina. Boyd McKinney was likely a descendant 
of Aaron McKinney an9 Lydia Norman McKinney. He knew where Wlliam 
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and Delilah Norman were buried. He had seen their tombstones on a hill 
south of the present Round Peak Church. Jimmy Smith recalls that an 
"outsider" bought the land where the old church and cemetery was and 
bulldozed everything off into a gully, including the tombstones. I ask 
Jimmy where the "outsider" came from and he said Mount Airy. He gave 
me the name of the man but I choose not to repeat it now. The man wanted 
the land for pasture as he was going into the cattle business. Jimmy doesn't 
like "outsiders" that destroy our cemeteries and make fun of the way we talk. 
I'm sure that we all agree with him. 

William and Delilah's son James and daughter Lydia McKinney are 
buried in the area as their children are. Trees grow tall over some and cattle 
munch slowly over the graves of others. 

William (Uncle Billy) Norman is depicted in Taliaferro's Fisher's River 
Scenes as a peaceful man that hated cruelty and would never exact the last 
pound of flesh from a man. 

WILLIAM NORMAN to ZACHARIAH SENTER a Deed Book I, Page 316 

This Indenture this 11th of October in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety three between William Norman of the County of Surry and State of North 
Carolina of the one part and Zachariah Senter and State aforesaid of the other part 
Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred pounds in hand the 
receipt whereof the said William Norman doth acknowledge and do by these presents 
bargain sell and deliver a tract or parcel of land lying and being situate on both sides 
Little Fisher river beginning on a post joining Henry Norman's lower tract of land on the 
West line runs thence West along said line to said Henry Norman's upper tract ofland on 
said river thence North along an agreed line to the river thence along said river as it 
meanders into the mouth of a branch to a Chestnut thence North a supposed course to the 
East line thence East to said Henry Norman's lower tract of land thence to the beginning 
containing one hundred acres by the same more or less, To have and to hold possess 
occupy peaceably the aforesaid land and premises and appurtenances there unto 
belonging or otherwise appertaining together with all houses out houses marshes swamps 
low grounds appurtenances or hereditaments whatsoever free of all incumbrances from 
me or mine or any other person or persons whatsoever to the said Zachariah Senter and 
his heirs forever. In witness whereof! have here unto set my hand affixed my Seal the 
day and year above written, A.D. 1793. 
Signed, sealed & delivered ) 
In presene of ) 
Jos Porter ) 
Thos Norman ) 
Sill X Raybourn ) State ofNorth Carolina, Surry County ) 
February Sessions 1802 The execution ofthe within Deed was duly proved in open court 
by the Oath of Sill Raybourn and ordered to be registered. 

Test John Williams DC 
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Delilah's Pumpkin Pie 

She was late getting her pie to baking, the day was so busy. This was the 
last of the pumpkins as most had been sliced and dried. Hung in sacks on 
the rafters she hoped they would last the winter. She wanted one fresh 
pumpkin pie but the hens were laid out and she waited two weeks to have 
enough eggs, sending the "youngins" out to search for them, day after day. 

After a supper of peas and turnips the girls washed the dishes, throwing 
the dishwater out the door. It seemed like there was always mud outside the 
door from the dishwater but what was a body to do? As she mixed her pie 
the "youngins" recited their numbers and spelled out their name, William 
correcting them when needed. The best part of the day had come when 
William recited the tales of their early days at Round Peak. His grandfather 
Thomas Norman entered a claim for 500 acres that included the improve
ments of Ely Norman, Aaron Cempts, and Henry Norman on June 15, 1778. 
The American Revolution was raging but hadn't hit the backwoods in North 
Carolina. They were afraid of Indian massacres more than they were afraid 
of the British. William was born three years after the war ended but recalled 
the tales handed down to him. He was the youngest of the Norman boys, the 
son of William Norman, who inherited 150 acres from his father Thomas in 
1790. 

Delilah set her skillit of pumpkin pie on the hearth to bake and took a seat 
to join in. Her brother Jeremiah Barker was born in Virginia in 1770 and 
had a better recollection of the war. Jeremiah thought that they were born in 
Pittsylvania Co., Virginia but it might have been the part that became Henry 
County. "He warn't shore which it war," he said. Delilah, like William, was 
born in 1786 but could recollect what she had heard about the war. She gave 
her skillit a quarter tum. The only light in the room was from the fireplace 
and the flickering flames cast shadows on the walls, scaring the children. 
Was it an Indian? They wondered. 

Delilah set four cups of milk on the hearth to warm for it was getting late. 
After the "youngins" drank their warm milk, they went out to pee before 
going to bed, the boys going one way and the girls the other. Shivering as 
they returned they warmed by the fire then climbed into the loft to sleep. 
James, the oldest was sixteen, Lydia was thirteen, William Hardin was five 
and the baby Susan was three years old. The year was 1823. 

Delilah turned her skillit another quarter tum. William shoveled a few 
more hot coals on the lid and then stepped outside "for a minute." Coming 
in he told Delilah that he heard the hounds up on the ridge towards the 
Senter's, like they had treed a possum. "Billy" as he was called loved to hear 
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the hounds. At Round Peak in 1823 the nights were so still that you could 
hear an acorn fall a mile away. Billy saw sparks from the chimney down on 
Beaverdam Creek at the Johnson's. In the fall when the leaves had fell they 
could see sparks from chimneys if they watched between the trees, and a 
dim crack of light between the door cracks. Billy and Delilah's cabin was on 
the side of a ridge above Ring's Creek. On winter nights when she went out 
to pee she always looked down towards Beaverdam Creek. The last log 
thrown on a fire sent sparks up the chimney of her neighbors and seeing it 
was like having company. She wondered if John Senter was sparkin Hollin 
Stanliff. Hollin was a sweet girl and would make him a good wife. Hollin's 
daddy Oliver moved to Carroll County, Virginia a short while before 1820 
near the Hawks' settlement. She noticed that John was eyeing Hollin at the 
Muster Grounds in October and Hollin blushed. That might be a good sign. 

Delilah turned her skillit another quarter tum and took the lid off. Billy 
put in a chew of tobacco and put a piece of green oak on the fire. In the loft 
the children were giggling now and then but soon became quiet. It had been 
a busy day for Delilah, gathering chestnuts with the children, then boiling a 
pumpkin for a pie. Billy had cut wood all day and was tired but content. 
Billy spit in the fire, but missed the pie. Delilah wondered aloud if they 
would ever get her papa's estate settled, it had been four years. Billy thought 
that it would be several years. She wished that her daddy had not moved 
back to Virginia. Billy said, "Do you think that pie is about done?" Delilah 
thought ten more minutes would do it. She wanted to slide it out of the pan 
before going to bed. If she didn't it would taste like the pan. She told Billy 
to go on to bed but he said, "Naw, I'll wait up with you, my darlin' Delilah." 

Out of respect for the sun they never laid down before it did but the sun 
had been down a good while now. In the winter bedtime came early. They 
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sat there before the fire, gazing into it, and waiting. "You going to gather 
chestnuts tomorrow?" ask Billy, "I'll need James to help me." "Yeap," she 
said, "just send him with the little wagon to pick up the sacks, me and the 
girls can walk." Delilah told Billy that she wanted to trade some chestnuts 
for a few yellow glass buttons, for Lydia's new dress. Lydia was thirteen 
and noticing what the Franklin girls were wearing. Waugh's trade post in 
Grayson County had some yellow buttons, she heard. 

The pie was done and it must have been seven according to a' clock. A 
few minutes of cooling and she could slide it from the pan. She poured them 
a cup of rye coffee and Billy stirred a spoon of honey in the cups. "Billy, do 
you love me?" she ask. "Better than you love pie," he said. He wrapped her 
in his arms and she kissed him. Pulling herself away she slid the pie onto a 
plate then sat down to finish her coffee. "Little girl, it's time to sleep and 
tomorrow we'll eat pie," said Billy. He banked the fire with ashes, then they 
went to sleep. 
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THOMAS NORMAN TO WILLIAM NORMAN A Deed Book E-80 

This Indenture made this second day of August in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred & ninety between Thomas Norman of the County of 
Surry and State ofNorth Carolina of the one part and William Norman of 
the said County and State of the other Witnesseth that for and in 
consideration of the sum of forty pounds current money of said State in hand 
paid by the said William Norman to the said Thomas Norman the receipt 
whereof is fully acknowledged he hath given granted & bargained & sold 
and by these presents doth bargain & sell one certain tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in the County aforesaid on Little Fishers River bounded as 
follows, to wit, beginning on the open line on a Chestnut running down to 
the River and then up the said River to a point of Rocks thence along some 
blaze trees to the side line on the south side of Fishers River thence West to 
George Keith's line containing one hundred acres be the same more or less t 
have and to hold possess or occupy and peaceably enjoy the aforesaid land 
and every appurtenances there unto belonging or anywise appertaining 
together with all houses out houses marshes swamps low grounds and 
appurtenances hereditaments whatsoever in fee simple of all incumbrances 
whatsoever to the said Norman him his heirs executors and administrators or 
assigns for ever clear of title or claims that may rise from me my heirs or 
any other person or persons whatsoever to said William Norman and his 
heirs forever. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my seal the day and date above written, signed sealed & delivered in 
presence ofus 
Henry Norman ) 
Moses Cockerham ) 
William Hawks ) 

Thomas Norman 
Elizabeth X Norman 

(seal) 
(seal) 

Surry County Nov Term 1790 The execution of the within Deed was duly 
proved by the oath of Moses Cockerham and ordered to be registered 

Test Jo Williams CC 
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Rebecca's Apron 

Rebecca Norman ('Beccar) like all the women at Round Peak was thrifty 
in all her ways. The proverb says, "There is a purpose for every work and 
what is has already been before." 

When the waist of a dress was worn beyond repair the skirt was made 
into a roomy apron with big pockets. Beyond her skillit and Dutch oven the 
apron was the most useful thing a woman possessed. Laboring over the 
hearth to bake her bread she wiped sweat from her brow with her apron. In 
the fields hoeing corn she wiped sweat from her brow with it. If the wind 
turned chilly she raised her apron up to cover her arms. 

Apron Sketched by Mary F. Columbine 

At the hearth she folded up the bottom of it to lift the hot skillit and 
Dutch oven. She spit on the corner of the tail to wipe a smudge of dirt from 
the baby--if she saw company coming. She wiped the snuff from the corners 
of her own mouth with the same apron. She gathered wild greens then 
carried them home in her apron, pulling up the bottom corners to make a 
pouch. She could pick up the bottom corners of it to fan it near her face, to 
make a cooling breeze. Death of a loved one brought a river oftears pouring 
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down her face and she wiped them with her apron. Noses were wiped with 
it and it was used for a hand towel. 

"Skillit" or Frying Pan (Top) and Dutch Oven (Bottom) 

What goes around comes around and multi-purpose aprons were still 
being used in the early twentieth century for the same purposes. One Mrs. 
Davis never seemed to change her dress but said, "You just wait till I change 
my apron and I'll go get the law on you!" 
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Moses Cockerham, Sr. 

Moses Cockerham, Sr. received a land grant on Little Fisher River and is 
listed as a taxpayer 1784-1787. It appears that he had nine children. One 
was Moses, Jr. of the Fisher's River Scenes by Harden Taliaferro. Moses, 
Jr.'s neighbors in 1835 were Elijah Auberry and Davis Holder. Davis 
Holder's land adjoined Zachariah Senter on Little Fisher River and Zack's 
joined John Snow. 

Moses, Jr. was born about 1769-1771. He disappears from the census 
after 1850. In the land grant of 40,000 acres to Gottlieb Shober in Surry 
County May 4, 1795 it bordered with Moses Cockerham, Sr., Henry 
Norman, Rabon, Taliaferro, Porter, and Tucker. These lived near Round 
Peak Mountain and Little Fisher River. 

In Fisher's River Scenes Taliaferro calls Moses Cockerham (Jr.) the 
Maximius of Fisher River. He was a big eater. William Norman, called 
"Uncle Billy Norman," had a threshing on his farm with neighbors helping. 
Moses and Dick Snow were among them. The story is that Moses ate the 
backbones of several hogs and the joles Gowls), the bones kept falling to the 
floor with force and noise. Dick Snow said, "Dang it, Uncle Mose, ef your 
bones don't fall on the floor as hard as ears of com on the floor of an empty 
com crib, and nearly as fast. I wouldn't feed you fur all yer wuck, you'd 
'duce a famine in a man's smoke-house mighty quick." 

There may be a basis of truth in this story, Moses may have had a big 
appetite but how much meat is there on the backbones of several hogs. The 
jowls are fat and usually fried which drastically reduces the amount. There 
is no way that several hogs would have been slaughtered at threshing time. 
I've never heard of any one salting and preserving the backbones. At 
threshing time the weather is still warm. Hogs were not slaughtered until the 
weather turned cold for the winter. One hog may have been killed just to 
feed the threshers. Moses died between 1850 and 1860. William Norman 
died in 1869. 

Moses was a good neighbor and no slacker; he has his fame "tho" it be 
very humorous. 
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Com Crib Sketched by Mary F. Columbine 

Com cribs were built on high poles to keep out wild critters. Wide gaps 
were left between the logs or boards for air circulation. Com was left in the 
field until completely dry. Ladder like steps led up to the door but removed 
unless in use. The dry com was shucked and loaded onto a wagon which 
was backed up to the door of the corn crib and then pitched into the corn crib 
which made a loud chattering noise that was described by Dick Snow. 
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Charlie Webb moved to Orchard Street from Cana, Virginia after 1912. 
He rented an old farmhouse with farm buildings on Orchard Street in Mount 
Airy but the farmland had been sold off in building lots. The houses in the 
background of the photo were located on West Lebanon Street that was a 
main route up to Cana in Carroll County, Virginia. Charlie's brother Enoch 
had also moved to Orchard Street. Their father Anderson Alexander Webb 
still lived at Cana but came down to help harvest the com. 

Charlie rented the bottomland on the Ararat River two blocks east of the 
Mount Airy Post Office and planted com. At harvest time his father Alec 
along with some of his farm hands came to help with the harvest. The com 
was brought through the town of Mount Airy on short wagons to Charlie's 
back yard. Enoch Webb is at the far left in the wagon. Only two of the four 
men dressed in black wearing hats in the center of the photo can be 
identified. Second from left is Anderson Alexander Webb and third from 
left is Charlie Webb. They are descendants of the Webbs in Carroll County, 
Virginia and my relatives. 
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Samuel Dyer 

Several families migrated from Halifax County, Virginia to Patrick and 
Carroll Counties, Virginia and Stokes, Surry, and Wilkes Counties, North 
Carolina. They were the Martins, Cockerhams, Dyers, Tribbles, and 
Hubbards. The land records of Halifax County show the Martins owning 
several hundred acres of land, beginning with a land grant of 400 acres in 
July 1759. Isaac Martin sold his land in Caroline County, Virginia in 1757, 
then was in Halifax County in July 1759. In a 1777land record John Dyer's 
land adjoined Martin land. Elizabeth Martin married John Dyer. Martin 
researchers later found Elizabeth Dyer in Wilkes County along with two of 
her married sisters. Elizabeth's brother Giles Martin and their brother-in-law 
Benjamin Hubbard were in Wilkes County in 1784-1787 period as 
taxpayers. Records in Patrick County show these two men trying to collect a 
debt from the estate of Jesse Corns in 1809. The Corns were relatives ofthe 
Martins. An estate sale in 1825 in Patrick County list James and David Dyer 
as buyers. 

Old Samuel Dyer lived on Double Creek in Surry County before 1778 
and moved to Little Fisher River about 1780. He received permission from 
the court to build a gristmill below the Normans in 1780. The Hughes map 
locates him at the conjunction of Ring's Creek and Little Fisher River. 

Some of the Martin family settled in Stokes County and Capt. John 
Martin married Nancy Shipp June 1, 1784 and it was from this Shipp family 
that Shipps Muster Ground on Ring's Creek gets its name. 

All of these Martins share a common ancestor, Capt. Walter Chiles, Jr., 
of Charles City County, Virginia. Capt. Chiles' great-great-grandson was 
Governor of Virginia and the tenth U.S. President. The Chiles' were in 
Charles City County in 1638. 

The Martins were tall people. Giles Martin's military records described 
him as 6 feet, 4 inches. In Surry County an article in the Y adkin Valley 
News described Obediah Martin as 6 feet, 7 inches. Obediah lived in the 
Elkin-Jonesville area of Surry County. The Martins and Moses Cockerham 
were acquainted and worked together to mark a navigation route in the 
Yadkin River in 1785. 

Our beloved Larkin Snow knew Samuel Dyer for he knew everyone that 
had ever built a mill in the northwest section of Surry County. There were 
several marriages between the Snows and the Normans, and Moses 
Cockerham lived above Samuel Dyer's gristmill. The Cockerhams came to 
Surry County from Lunenburg and Halifax Counties, Virginia but Halifax 
broke off Lunenburg in 1752. The Martin's land grant in Halifax County is 
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dated 1757. Daniel Cockerham wrote his will in Halifax County September 
9, 1765. His grandchildren married Barkers, Normans, and Martins. 

The Fisher River people were not as isolated as they have been depicted. 
They had kin all over Surry, Wilkes, Stokes, and Yadkin Counties, North 
Carolina. The Thomas Callaway family of Surry County came from Antrim 
Parish of Halifax County, the same Parish where the Martins lived. Isaac 
Martin sold his land in Caroline County, Virginia to John Martin and the 
Callaways were also in Caroline County in the earlier years. {The Heritage 
of Surry County, North Carolina) 

The Martins are the kin of Mary Felts Columbine and through Martin 
research the other families were found by researchers. The Dyers were 
cousins of the Martins. Antrim Parish is in present Pittsylvania County, 
Virginia along the Pigg River. 

Old Mill 
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William Miller Easley 

William Easley married Sarah Smith February 2, 1792. The Easleys 
settled in adjoining Stokes County, North Carolina. In the census records of 
1784-1787 John Easley was listed with one male 21 to 60 years old, two 
males under 21 and six females of all ages. Joseph Easley, head of 
household, was over 21 with no children. John's deed in Stokes County was 
in 1790 and Joseph's deed in 1792. Warham Easley was an early landowner 
also. They were in northeastern Stokes County. Warham Easley had a land 
grant dated 1787 on Crooked Creek and bought another tract on the south 
fork of that creek. W arham Easley had two tracts of land in Stokes County 
dated 1784 and 1792. One of their neighbors was Daniel Ship. 

In Fisher's River Scenes, Taliaferro wrote that the acts and stories were 
enacted, and told, between 1820 and 1829. William Easley and Mrs. Easley 
are mentioned. Land records show his land near Taliaferro and Barker. On 
the eastern part of Haystack Road about 1855 the name of the road changed 
to Taliaferro's Road. In the 1820 Surry County census only Charles 
Taliaferro was found. Fisher's River Scenes mentioned "Squire" Charles 
Taliaferro. 

William Easley had "the fastest tub mill on Little Fishers River, the 
fastest in all of the country." William hated to see a fight and once tried to 
pay a 25-cent debt for a neighbor to prevent a fight. William Easley wasn't 
found in the 1850 Surry County census. The only head of household that 
year was Hannah Easley. In the book, The Heritage of Surry County, 
Volume I, article 658, tragedy is found in the family. In a letter written May 
7, 1848 Frost Snow, Jr. gives an account of community health. His boys had 
sore legs and doing poorly. It appears that there had been a three-year 
period of community sickness. Two of William W. Easley's children died of 
scarlet fever, both of Joshua May's children died of it, and War ham Easley 
lost one child. This may have been Warham's son or brother. An old Mrs. 
Easley is mentioned. The Hannah Easley in the 1850 census may be the 
widow ofWarham Easley. 

In 1835 there were William Miller Easley and a William Easley. Next to 
them were Charles Easley and Sarah Easley. Between them they had 1500 
acres on Fisher River. Charles Easley adjoined Tucker. Jimmie Smith 
informed the writer that William Miller Easley sold out in 1839. The deed to 
his land is dated August 1, 1800 adjoining Taliaferro's and Barker's line. 

There was a black Josh Easley in the community; perhaps a slave, but 
could have been free. He is a character in the book, Fisher's River Scenes. 
He sold gingercakes at all of the public gatherings at Shipps Muster Ground. 
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He was the only man in the community that had molasses. Everyone else 
used honey. Everyone looked for Josh and his "gingycakes." When he sold 
all of his "gingycakes" he was joyful and rejoicing. 

Bee Hives in the Round Peak Community Provided Quality 
Sourwood Honey for Those That Didn't Like Molasses 

The Easleys were in Henry County, Virginia in the late 1700s. The will 
of W arham Easley dated August 12, 1790 names his wife and children. His 
wife was Nanney and children were John, Miller, Susannah Francey, Daniel, 
Joseph, Warham, William and Judah. His wife and Miller Easley were 
executors of the will. Warham, Sr.'s land whereon he now lives went to 
W arham. William received the land that his father lived on, partly in 
Virginia and part in North Carolina. Warham Easley deceased landowner 
was listed in the 1791 tax list ofPatrick County, Virginia. 

Miller Easley was paid a debt by the estate of John Marr as was William 
Barker in Henry County, Virginia. In a poll taken at an election at the Henry 
County courthouse on April9, 1787, Miller Easley, Warham Easley, 
Michael Barker, and John Barker are on the same list. 

Woodson Miller Easley was also a landowner in Patrick County, Virginia 
in 1791. No Easley's were listed there in 1820. 

In the 1870 Surry County census there is a Miller Easley born about 
1807. In the household were 29-year old Martha; five-year old Daniel J.; 
four-year old Preston; and one-month old twin infants. This must be a son 
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of one of the Henry County Easleys. He was living in the Hotel District in 
the extreme southwestern area of Surry County in 1870. He is most likely 
the Miller Easley of Fisher's River Scenes or the son of Miller Easley. 

Another interesting note on the Easley family was found in the Mount 
Airy News dated January 16, 1930 and submitted by Agnes Wells to be 
printed in the journal of the Surry County Genealogical Association. It reads 
as follows: Charles W. Easley who has resided in Southport for the past 35 
years, has asked our help in locating some of his kinsmen in this section. He 
is one of the younger sons ofMiller W. Easley and was born in Mt. Airy and 
went to Southport when a lad of 14 years. His father, Miller W. Easley, 
married three times: in 1829 to Frances M. Snuggs, in 1857 to Frances 
Dendle and in January 1865 to Martha Aldridge. He was the father of20 
children as follows: William Snuggs, Martha Elizabeth, John Asbury, Henry 
Atkins, Mary Frances, Judith Saines, James Miller, Sarah Anne, Delpha 
Alser, Thos. Richmond, Daniel Jackson, Joseph Preston, Ulila Jane, Cordelia 
Luaner, Charles W. and Avery Burton Easley. The last eight named are 
whole brothers and sisters and Mr. Easley says are scattered in different 
parts of the world and he has never seen any of his half brothers and sisters, 
but would like to hear from them. 

In one of Hester Jackson's "Family Information Swap" columns dated 
April-May 1993 she mentioned a book entitled The Shadow ofDevil's 
Ridge. This book is about families who moved to Jackson and Johnson 
counties in Missouri. Now, parts of these counties are Cass and Lafayette 
counties. Many Surry families moved to Lone Jack in Jackson County 
during the 1830s and after. One of the families mentioned in this book was 
Warham Easley. 

.__,_._ :.- ·- = • ·- -~ ~ --·- ·------ ...... _-~ ~ ~ ,..._ ._.._. 
, ..... ~ 
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Hester also mentions in one of her columns dated May-June 1993 a 
family Bible record of Charles Smith, Sr. found in Lone Jack, Missouri. In 
this record William Easley, the husband of Sarah Smith Easley, died May 8, 
1833; James 0. Easley died November 24, 1847 and JohnS. Easley died 
November 27, 1877. 
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Shack Gallion 

Shack Gallion is a character in Fisher's River Scenes and an agitator. 
With Bill and Hen Holder, Ike Puckett, Bill Auberry, and Jim Blevins, he is 
called a sharper and a wag, people that are shrewd swindlers and 
humorously mischievous. They were encouraging Uncle Billy Lewis to 
preach but the Baptist Church did not feel that God had called him to preach. 
The Primitive Baptist required a time of testing for those who "felt the call." 
They were not fools. Shack and his buddies said that they would gather the 
crowds for night meetings if Uncle Billy would preach. These were 
"outsiders," not members of the church. It is this type of people who have 
brought ridicule upon the church. They were like the men of today that 
create comedy for entertainment. 

I do not know if Shack Gallion is Meshack or Shadrack, but Shadrack 
Gallion is in the 1830 Surry County, North Carolina Census. From other 
research that I have done I know that Shade and Shack were used for the 
name Shadrack. In 1830 Shadrack was married, he and his wife were 20 to 
30 years old. They had a son and daughter under five years old and a 
daughter over five. There was no Meshack Gallion in 1830. Fisher's River 
Scenes occurred 1820-1850. Listed in the 1830 Census were Samuel 
Gallion, age 60-70; Thomas Gallion, age 30-40; Shadrack Gallion, age 20-
30; and William Gallion, age 20-30. 

My Norman and Barker kinfolk married into the Gallion-Galyean family. 
My Felts kin are also connected to the Galyeans or Gallions. I don't "mean 
to be mean" about Shack Gallion in commenting on these incidents in 
Fisher's River Scenes. I suspect that Shack, Thomas, and William were 
brothers and probably the sons of old Samuel Gallion. By 1872 James C. 
Galyean was a messenger to the Fisher River Primitive Baptist Association 
from the Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church. By 1891, A. Galyean and T. 
Galyean were the messengers from Fishers Gap Primitive Baptist Church. 

All churches were advised to deal strictly with any members, and exclude 
any that continues to indulge in any violation of the law by blockading or 
otherwise. 
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Fisher River Primitive Baptist Church 
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The Hardship of Jane and Charity 

Nancy Jane Felts was hom December 8, 1827 in Carroll County, Virginia 
and married William Golding. They married in Surry County, North 
Carolina on August 17, 1848. William was hom April21, 1826 and died in 
1902. Jane's sister Charity Felts married Thomas Golding March 12, 1850 
in Surry County. Thomas was the son of William Golding, Jr. Charity was 
born January 20, 1829 and Thomas was born August 10, 1823. 

These two settled in North Carolina near the Virginia line east ofi-77 and 
they dominated their part of the county. The Goldings were descendants of 
the pioneer William Golding (Golden) who had land on Stewarts Creek in 
1786 in Surry County. The Felts sisters were the daughters of Joshua Felts 
of Crooked Creek in Carroll County and granddaughters of the pioneer 
Crawford Felts. 

Jane and William had six children and Thomas and Charity had twelve. 
The two sisters were thicker than pea soup and living below the mountain 
was an adventure. They grew up near the old Flour Gap Road between 
Pipers Gap and Woodlawn in Carroll County. It seemed that they knew 
every person that traveled Flour Gap Road from their birth to the 1850s. 
Later pictures of Charity show her to be a small neat lady. 

Jane and Charity often conspired together to create a reason to go to 
Mount Airy, a trading post. These two sisters would be the woe of William 
and Tommy Golding. Though they had always known a lot of people, going 
to Mount Airy was the man's role. The Felts were notable for their good 
nature but these two sisters also had a liveliness mixed with their humble 
ways, and they wanted to go to the Hollow where the stores were. They had 
heard ofthe Women's Rights Convention in New York in 1848. They knew 
that changes were coming for they had oil lamps, friction matches, and wood 
cook stoves in the towns. 

Thomas and William were aware of their desire although they did not nag 
about it. They had heard their murmuring throughout the summer of 1850 
and inwardly were amused by their spritely wives. Charity and Jane were 
soon pregnant and it wasn't decent for a woman to go out in public. At their 
com shucking in the fall Thomas and William were talking about the new 
county seat at Dobson and the new courthouse that was to be built. Now 
Jane and Charity wanted to go to Dobson. Thomas chuckled and told them 
that he would take them to Dobson--after they got the jail built. "I'll 
swanee," said Charity, "whut makes you talk sich stuff?" Jane claimed that 
she wanted to see the jail. William told her there wam't no jail yet. Well, 
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she would bide her time, she would see it. Thomas snorted and rolled his 
eyes at William. 

Thomas and Charity had a large two story log house covered with boards 
inside and out. In spite of their window it was dark inside as the boards 
weathered. Charity took a seven-foot pole with rags tied on the end and 
washed the walls with lye water. When they shucked corn at William's she 
asked Jane where they could fmd whitewash but Jane didn't know. Tommy 
said that his rna got the clay up on the banks ofNaked Run Creek. They set 
a day and they all rode up in the wagon to Naked Run, taking a hoe with 
them. Charity brought a dozen baked sweet potatoes and Jane had a pone of 
bread. They would have a picnic like in the old days. It was such a happy 
day and nippy, it was so nice to live below the mountain. "Did you marry 
me," said William, "because you was smitten with me or did you marry me 
to git off the mountain?" "You hush yore mouth William, ye know that I 
love ye." Tommy 'bout choked listening to their banter. He was so glad that 
the girls came down off the mountain. Charity was big with their first child 
and he felt so proud. They came to the path to the home place near brother 
Reubin's and rode along to a patch ofBlackgum trees. Jane could get a 
handful ofBlackgum twigs for toothbrushes while their "old men" dug the 
clay for whitewash. Might as well get enough for a year's supply of brushes. 

Charity wondered if they could trade Blackgum brushes in the Hollow for 
domestic cloth. It was easy to peel the twigs and break up the end between 
two rocks. Most people just chewed on the end til the fibers separated but 
who would want a toothbrush that another had chewed on. She could do it 
between two rocks. She needed a reason to go to the Hollow. All of her life 
her papa made the trip from over the mountain and brought back their 
needles and salt but she had never been. Some folks called the place Mount 
Ara on account of Mount Ararat and the Ararat River in the valley. As the 
branches came out of Virginia the river was called Rentfro Creek. It was 
named for old man Samuel Rentfro who was a squatter on Wards Gap Road 
in Carroll County. Rentfro was there in 1774. He was one of the earliest to 
settle in that part of eastern Carroll County. Samuel Rentfro later had 400 
acres and Rentfro's cabin was a landmark in that area. His daughters 
married into the prominent Webb family and their descendants remain in 
Carroll County. Charity and Jane had heard of old Sam Rentfro and wanted 
to see his creek. Charity hoped that there was a market for her Blackgum 
toothbrushes at the post in Mount Ara. (Where is the proof that it was an 
Indian Chief Rentfro for whom the creek was named?) Myths add romance 
but hard facts offer proof. "Ho! girl," hollered Thomas, "whatcha thinking 
about?" "Well," she answered, "I was thinking about going to the Hollow 
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someday." He told her that below the mountain she was already in the 
Hollow and "down here" they called the post "Mount Airy." "My papa 
called it the Hollow," said Charity. But he lived over the top of the Blue 
Ridge, you live in the Hollow now. Everybody called it "Mount Urry." She 
thought they were saying "mounurry." 

They sat down in the sun and ate their baked potatoes and bread. They 
thought they would ride to brother Reubin's before heading down the creek. 
The family was shelling com to take to the mill but they visited a few 
minutes before turning towards home. Charity and Jane would mix their 
clay with water then strain out the gravel. They would whitewash the 
fireplace stones, the table and shelves. Light reflecting on it would lighten 
the room and make a dark day less dreary. Their mama ·whitewashed her 
walls and someday Charity and Jane would do theirs. They picked dried 
seed heads of Queen Annes Lace then dipped it in whitewash. It was so 
pretty mixed with the dark red seed pods of Sumac shrubs. It made home so 
sweet and lively. The Staghom Sumac leaves brightened the autumn woods 
and the leaves and bark were used for tanning leather. It served so many 
purposes. Most people called it Shoemake or Shoemate. Tommy and 
William didn't really see the need for whitewashed weeds but they said not a 
word against it. Maybe, thought Charity, I could sell bouquets of my 
creation at Mount Ara. Traveling preachers had awakened Charity to the 
Women's Rights revolution, by preaching against it. Someday he would 
take Charity to Mount Airy and let her see the store where he bought their 
salt. As a single girl she had looked down from the crest of the Blue Ridge 
and saw Pilot Mountain and the Saura Town Mountain range but everything 
else was a blur. Her papa, Joshua Felts, had pointed out where the trade post 
was in the Hollow but she couldn't see it. Their place for viewing the valley 
was called Pilot Ridge in Carroll County. Her sister Jane met William 
Golding on Pilot Ridge when he went up the mountain to look down to his 
own place in Surry County. Many romances budded there on Pilot Ridge. 

Charity had her third child in 1854 and then there was four years before 
she had another. The winter of 1856-1857 was a bitterly cold winter and the 
spring and early summer was dry as a bone in 1857. There was fear that 
they wouldn't grow enough food to last for the coming year. The news came 
down the mountain that many of the cattle froze to death over the winter 
(Surry County Genealogical Journal) and some people died from the cold. 
The summer of 1857 was frightening with shriveled crops and the springs 
drying up. Thomas thought it was a good time to get away from it all and 
take Charity to Mount Airy. She could see the dreary place. He asked 
William and Jane to go so they set a day and went. They put the cover on 
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the wagons and a straw tick in the floor. The babies would sleep. Some of 
Charity's most vivid memories of living in Virginia below the Flour Gap 
Road was hearing news. The travelers would say "l'se down in the Hollow 
and I heard ... " Then he would tell what he heard in the Hollow. The road 
past their farms meandered off old Lowgap Road going east. Old William 
Golding sold some of his land to Mr. Booker at Naked Run and Stewarts 
Creek and they were good neighbors. To the east the road went south for a 
ways then turned east along the ridge road leading to the Fancy Gap Road. 
They crossed Pauls Creek near Jacob McCraw's path and the Hugh Gwyn 
plantation. The ridge path met Fancy Gap Road and they turned south on 
what was called the ridge path leading to Pipers Gap. They meandered 
south then turned east again, crossing Lovills Creek. Thomas noticed that 
the water was mighty low in the creek and Charity wondered how long it 
was to Mount Airy. William and Jane were following them. William 
wondered why Thomas swung to the east and up the hill to the main road. 
William wanted Charity to know why they called it "Mount" Airy. The 
main road south to north was built on a very long ridge off the Blue Ridge 
Mountain. You have to "Mount" the ridge except when coming from the 
north. The road was dry and dusty. William and Thomas pulled in at the 
wagon camp, they had let the horses drink at Lovills Creek. They ate their 
dinner before walking around the dreary place. Hardly anyone was around 
for the crops were not in. There was nothing to sell or trade at the post. 
Charity was disappointed but kept up her spirit. They visited the post office 
where they talked to Hiram Alred. He told them that the drought stretched 
all across America and cattle everywhere was suffering. The cost of truck 
crops were high and not worth the price. 

Charity wanted to leave but Thomas walked them east down to the Ararat 
River. He told Charity that up to the north was the headwaters of the river 
where Rentfro Creek helped form the Ararat. They had to "Mount" the road 
to get back up to the main road. When they left William led the way and 
went up to the road leading across the Pauls Creek. William pulled up and 
told Thomas that they ought to ride up to see Jacob McCraw, from there they 
could swing west towards home. Jake married Nancy Spencer the year after 
Thomas and Charity married and had four children already. The Goldings 
and McCraws were old friends, their grandfathers being among the early 
settlers in Surry County, North Carolina. Both families remained near the 
North Carolina-Virginia border in north central parts of Carroll County, 
Virginia and Surry County, North Carolina. The McCraws lived in Carroll 
County for a number of years but Jacob moved to Surry when he married. 
Jacob and Nancy were kind loving people. Thomas and William followed 
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Jacob's path to his farm hollering, "Hello the house!" In a few minutes Jake 
and Nancy moseyed in from the fields. They'd been hoeing weeds. They 
talked about the drought and poor crops for a while, worrying aloud that 
there wouldn't be enough to feed themselves. Jake said that the only good 
thing about the drought was that they didn't need to fear being struck by 
lightning. He ask what they were doing out in their Sunday clothes. "We 
thought," said Thomas, "it was a good day to take their mountain women to 
the trading post." Charity spoke up and said the next trip would be to 
Dobson. She wanted to see the jail. Thomas hoped that she never lost her 
spirit. Jake had dammed up his branch so it would be easier to dip a bucket 
of water. They walked down to see it while the women swapped news. 
Charity gave Nancy four Blackgum toothbrushes that she had carried to 
Mount Airy. She carried a pocketful hoping to trade them. She knew that a 
woman would walk a mile to a Blackgum tree. The trees had become scarce 
because so many were used for tanning hides. She told Nancy there was a 
grove of them on Naked Run Creek. 

The men were soon back and they gathered the children and headed 
home. It had been a good day in spite of the drought and the dreariness of 
Mount Airy. She told Thomas that she never wanted to go back there but 
was glad that she'd been. Back home Tommy unharnessed the horses, 
watered them, and gave them some pea vines to eat. The grass was parched 
and the hay crop had been small. Nancy McCraw gave them a mess of 
green apples and Charity peeled and cooked them. They were small from 
the drought but she was glad to get them. She loved fried green apples with 
fried fat back and bread. Tommy came in and said, "Are you still glad that 
you came down off the mountain?" "Stop joshing me," she said, "Mount 
Airy ain't near as exciting as you. Why you ought not to even have thoughts 
like that for our teasing times!" Her eyes sparkled with love as she grabbed 
a bucket and went to milk the cow. She poured her milk in a crock to set it 
in the creek and brought up a crock of milk for supper. The day had been 
uncommon and a refreshment from hoeing weeds. She wondered aloud to 
Tommy why the weeds grow in a drought when the com and beans shrivel. 
He told her that the weeds do shrivel but are a pest. Maybe the rains would 
come in time for a turnip patch, they would get more seed and plant a field 
of them. Charity said they had enough seed; she saved a sack of them every 
year and always had too much. She feared that there wouldn't be any seed to 
save this year. They had a big wheat crop the year before and still had a 
good supply of flour. It had to rain someday. She'd never heard of anyone 
starving to death. She would not let her family starve and she would not beg 
for bread. She would put on a clean apron in the morning and everything 
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would be allright. In April the Supreme Court had ruled that a slave was 
property, not a person, and there was fear of a slave uprising, a civil war. 
James Buchanan had been elected as President and in March he was sworn 
in to office. They would plant their turnip seed down near the creek and 
surely it would sprout. The year 1857 would be a year to remember. 

At the August meeting, Elder Jones urged them to remember the poor and 
the widows in this time of distress. He called for a day of fasting and prayer 
before they planted their fall crops. There was much talk about the slave 
issue and the churches were divided by it. The Primitive Baptist strongly 
believed in States rights and believed that communist were stirring things 
up. The people were sobber minded and fearful. Jane and Charity were 
gathering every bean no matter how small and withered and hoped that the 
late pea patch would do well. It seemed that half of their neighbors were 
moving to the west. The discovery of gold in California had drawn off 
hundreds of young people and the creation of new states was taking more. 
Jane and Charity wanted to go over the mountain to see about their people. 
Their brothers James and Ira had been down to visit in September. The 
Fancy Gap had been cut through and they would use that road over the 
mountain. Ira said that they had a little rain on top of the mountain but the 
com was small. It takes plenty of rain to grow com. There was a big crop of 
fox grapes down on Crooked Creek. Ira was 19 years old this year and one 
day would take a bride from below the mountain. One day his great
granddaughter would write this account of Jane and Charity. 

September was drawing to a close when William and Thomas took their 
mountain wives up over the Fancy Gap. Charity was with child again and 
they hoped for a son. Her sister Eliza married George Jones and named her 
son Ira Creed, then had a daughter in 1857. Charity's daughter would one 
day marry her cousin Ira Creed Jones. It was a two-hour trip down the 
mountain riding a horse from her father's home to her own. Charity 
wondered how long it would be going up the mountain in a wagon. There 
was a lot of talk when they were cutting through on Fancy Gap. People 
claimed that they heard the shouting when it was opened. The old Flour Gap 
Road would be left to the buzzards and pole cats. The men folks put the tops 
on their wagons the day before their trip for they would leave out at 
daybreak. They went up the path to Pipers Gap Road then turned east on 
Flour Gap Road where it led to the new Fancy Gap Road. Fancy Gap Road 
followed a long ridge off the south side of the Blue Ridge Mountain and 
joined the southern leg of the Flour Gap Road down to Mount Airy. It 
would take four or five hours to reach the top of Fancy Gap. Jane and 
Charity made bread the day before and made fried apples to fill the pieces of 
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bread along with fried fat back. The road was cut out of the side of the ridge 
and for a long way they could see the valley to the west of the road. Charity 
kept looking west trying to see her house but all she saw was trees. She 
seldom thought of where she had been but thought of where she wanted to 
go. That was a trait that Thomas loved among her many good traits. Where
ever she went she must have Thomas, her sister Jane and William, Jane's 
husband. There was a bond between these couples that only death could 
break. 

When they reached the top of Fancy Gap they rested and let the horses 
drink. Jane filled a jug at the spring and everyone had a long draught of 
water. They got their bread out of the box and ate quickly before turning 
west on the ridge road. Bout three miles out the ridge road they turned off at 
the head of Crooked Creek near Pipers Gap and followed the Flour Gap 
Road to their papa's house. They passed by the Crooked Creek Primitive 
Baptist meeting house on the ridge above her papa's house. Crooked Creek 
comes out of a spring near the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountain near Pipers 
Gap. It wanders along through the valleys, through necessity it avoids the 
hills and nobs. They passed by their uncle Jordon's farm as they descended 
the ridge on Flour Gap Road. Their papa's wagon path met the road at the 
descent off the ridge. Their cousin Creed Felts was born in 1834 and now 
was married. The next year his famous son Thomas Lafayette Felts would 
be born on the Crooked Creek farm. This was the prettiest place on earth, 
thought Charity, why someday it might become a public garden of Eden. 

The clattering of the wagons was heard and everyone dropped their work 
to meet them. Josh, their papa, was 54 years old. His four oldest children 
were girls and they were married and gone. Seven children were still at 
home in 1857. Five of these were sons. Josh had the boys to unhitch the 
horses and take them to water and feed them some oats. Mary, their mother, 
ask them how they come. "Up the Fancy Gap!" said Jane. Their mother 
drew them into the house and sent Ira to the spring house for milk. Mary 
took a cotton sack filled with teacakes down from the rafters. She urged 
them to eat some to hold them till supper. Mary knew they would come that 
day if it didn't rain and she had outdone herself. The men and boys soon 
drifted outside leaving the women alone. Mary wanted all the news. How 
had they been? How bad was the drought? Was Charity in the family way? 
Were the blacks stirred up down the mountain? 

Josh and the boys had butchered a sheep that morning and it simmered in 
the pot with green tomatoes. Mary had so many green tomatoes that 
wouldn't ripen before frost. Could Jane and Charity use some? Sure, they 
said, "We will salt them in a crock, besides frying some of them." Mary had 
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her potatoes peeled and quartered to put in the stew. Josh had put manure on 
a patch in the meadow to plant their turnips and there was a mess of turnip 
tops boiling. Charity kept eyeing the four pumpkin pies on the shelf. 
Within an hour supper was done and Mary stepped out the door and yelled 
"soups on." Josh had two tables for he had once fed fourteen people before 
his girls married. William said that smelling them turnip greens 'bout made 
him swaller his tongue. Mary stored that in her mind. She had lots of sacks 
for carrying things. Ira wanted to sit between his two sisters. He was ten 
and twelve years old when they married and he missed them. He was the 
favorite of everyone. They were all warm and loving people but Ira was 
special. After eating mutton and potatoes, turnip greens and bread, there 
hardly wasn't room for pie but everyone had a thin slice anyway. Josh built 
a fire in the front room frreplace for the air was chilly. After praising Mary 
for such a fine meal the men and boys sat in the front room while Mary and 
the girls cleaned up after supper. Charity told her mama about going to 
Mount Airy and of seeing the Ararat River that was fed by Rentfro Creek. 
Mary knew about old man Sam Rentfro, she heard the Meltons talking of 
him at a com shucking. He was in the early militia in eastern Carroll 
County. Mary questioned them a lot about the condition of their stores. 
They assured her that they were drying and salting every scrap they got from 
the garden. She reminded them to keep an eye out for wild artichokes, the 
roots were okay to eat. The persimmons would be sweeter than ordinary in a 
drought year, save every one. They dry well and make good pudding she 
told them. Stew down their apples kind of dry and store them in crocks in 
the spring box, they are sweeter in a drought, don't let a one go to waste. If 
your turnip greens do okay, throw some brush over it to keep frost off the 
greens, your turnips will keep in the ground till December. Charity and Jane 
knew all of this but it felt so good to have mama caring for them. Use your 
smallest taters first for they shrivel. The fmancial panic was severe. Coal 
oil was coming in to the trade post now but don't waste your money on it 
yet, hold off till times are better. Have ye got any soda for your bread? 
They did. They absorbed all of her warnings. Save your soda for wheat 
bread, you can tender com pone with grease. (In the meantime Josh was 
giving his sons-in-law advice on how to weather the storm.) 

After a sound night's sleep they had breakfast of baked sweet taters, 
gravy and bread. The men and boys left for the creek to gather the Fox 
grapes except for Ira. He would help his mama. After the dishes were done 
Mary gathered up her cotton sacks and they went to the garden. They filled 
the two bushel sacks with turnip greens and a few small turnips (they war'nt 
growed enough yet). They picked all of the green tomatoes and filled two 
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big sacks with crowder peas. Back at the house Mary sacked up a few sweet 
potatoes and some dried pumpkin. "You shore you have soda for bread," 
she asked. "Yeah, we've got soda and salt, Ma, you don't have to do all 
this." "Yes I do, the love of God constraineth me, from what I've heard 
we're better off on the mountain than you are. We had some rain." Three 
hours later in came the men and boys with grapes, five big sacks full. Mary 
gave the girls a sack a piece. "Save some of your hulls and make you a pie. 
Do ye have sugar?" she said. "Naw, but we got honey," they said. I'll give 
ye a cup for a pie and you sweeten your juice with honey. Tears gushed in 
Charity's eyes and she whispered, "God grant that I will have the tender 
heart of my mother." Mary's other two married girls lived not too far away 
but Elizabeth might need a little help, she lived below the mountain. 

Dinner was light that day; potatoes, peas, and bread. Then they ate the 
pumpkin pies. Mary had been saving the rare eggs ever since she heard they 
were coming. The hens were 'bout laid out. It was bad in the fall when the 
pumpkins were ready for pies. Some times she had to thicken pies with 
flour. Josh warned them to be cautious in all they did, the closing of the 
Ohio fmancial house in August set off a panic (which led to a long period of 
depression), credit had been easy and speculators over extended themselves, 
save what money you have for taxes and salt. Josh had a way of giving 
advice that made one think it was their own idea, a true diplomat. Ira rode 
off to tell Jordan and Theodore that Jane and Charity were in for a visit, but 
they were leaving at daybreak. "Come see them," he said. Some of their 
frrst children now had babies and they that were near came. Jane and 
Charity talked much about growing up on Crooked Creek and about living 
below the mountain. There was good and bad below the mountain, the 
drought was bad but life with Thomas was sweet. She was in the family 
way and hoped for another son. Mary said that in their families there was 
always someone in the family way. She was proud of her girls. Their 
present trouble was not their own making and they were not alone. 

The visit with cousins ended and Mary made cornbread for supper. They 
had cornbread and milk and fried green tomatoes. Mary went to her chest 
atl.d drew out two pretty aprons. The bib of the aprons was covered with 
crows foot stitching made with yellow dyed thread. She gave them to her 
girls to wear on Sunday. She made them last winter when it was so cold. 
Charity gave her mama two of her Blackgum toothbrushes, she had them in 
her ~ocket. It felt so good to have something to give her. The days were 
shorter now: s() they lit their candle, it didn't take much light to talk by. After 
a while, Josh began yawning so every one decided to go to bed. It would 
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take awhile for Jane and Charity to fall asleep--the energy created by being 
with her family and sadness that they had to leave at daybreak. 

They were loaded for their trip home after handshakes, hugs and tears. 
With a choked voice Josh said, "Ya'll hurry back, don't stay gone so long." 
It was hard to ride away. Ira followed them out to the Flour Gap Road and 
waved them off. Not knowing whether rain would hinder their return they 
ask Reuben to milk their cow unless they stopped by. With the new Fancy 
Gap Road and dry weather they were home in the middle of the day. 
William ask Jane if she would cook some of the turnip greens for supper, she 
said that she would and he went off to Reuben's. Charity knew that they 
could face tomorrow. They were loved and they loved, and maybe she 
would have another son. She would name him Creed, "I believe." 

Felts' Property near Crooked Creek in Carroll County, Virginia 
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Shelt Gentry 

Shelt Gentry was the son of Joseph Gentry and they were early settlers in 
the southern part of Surry County, North Carolina. Joseph, Samuel and 
Shelton had land grants in 1787 and 1791. Joseph and Samuel were on Big 
Fisher River further north on the same river. Shelt was nearer to the 
courthouse and all three were south of the present courthouse at Dobson, 
North Carolina. The old Ridge Road came out of the trade post at Mount 
Airy south past the Gentry land. 

Shelt's father Joseph operated a ferry on the big Fisher River at his own 
landing beginning soon after August 6, 1 772. Opposite this landing David 
Stewart had a "fishing place." 

Shelt and his wife were among the early Baptist in Surry County. Shelt 
and Joseph owned slaves from 1800 onward. Charles Gentry, one ofShelt's 
slaves, was a Baptist preacher, probably using Mark Phillips' meeting house 
which was about 3 1/2 miles east ofShelt's plantation. Rev. Charles Gentry 
preached that all people were originally black but some were so afraid of the 
wrath of God that they turned white--and that this whiteness is the "Mark of 
Cain." He said that all white men are the descendants of Cain, a murderer 
who would not repent. 

The sketch in Fisher's River Scenes tell us that Charles was one of Surry 
County's most loved preachers and folks came a long distance to hear him 
preach. He "announced his next appointment" and white and black made 
plans to be there. Charles couldn't read but had heard many sermons which 
he memorized, then formed his own version of them. Some folks found his 
sermons humorous but no one liked his "Mark of Cain" sermon, except for 
the black folks. Some white men felt that Charles may be planning an 
insurrection and talked about the danger in Charles "Mark of Cain" sermons. 

Shelt had a brotherly fondness for Charles but knew that some of his 
views caused controversy and sometimes upset those of opposite opinions. 
Charles "stood high in the estimation of his masters," Mr. and Mrs. Shelt 
Gentry. They gave him "great privilege." 

Did the gene altering fear of Cain cause him to tum white? Genesis 4:1-
22. The scriptures do attest that his descendants were builders and metal 
craftsmen (blacksmiths), musicians and cattlemen. They were "white 
capitalist"? 

Shelton Gentry's will dated January 9, 1830 list wife Elizabeth and 
children. Son Joseph received land that was given to Shelton by his father. 
Joseph was already living on that land. Son Robin received the land he was 
then living on adjoining Jesse Magee. Daughter Nancy received one negro. 
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Daughter Agnes received 50 acres where she was living. Daughter Katy 
received one negro. Daughter Elizabeth received $200. Daughter Susanna 
received a negro and the land Shelt was then living on as long as she was 
single. The children of Michael Gentry received $40. His wife received the 
rest of his estate. 

Shelton Gentry had a land grant at Rockford near the Y adkin River. 
According to Fisher's River Scenes Shelton moved to Missouri with black 
Rev. Charles Gentry. There must have been a Shelton Gentry, Senior and 
Junior since the above will is in Surry County. 

A Blacksmith Shop 
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Solomon Hawks 

Solomon Hawks lived near the sunny side of the Sugar Loaf Mountain in 
Carroll County, Virginia. He was born about 1800 and married Nancy 
Gardner, the daughter of a Revolutionary soldier. Solomon and Nancy had 
eight children. Their names were Calvin, James, Andrew, Amanda Jane, 
Elizabeth, Solomon Jr., Alexander and John Hawks. 

Solomon was the son of the well-known Abraham Hawks who was 
probably one of the first known Hawks settlers in Carroll County. Abraham 
was a large landowner and deeded some of his property to his children. 
Abraham could have possibly been born in Surry County, North Carolina. 

Frances Lee Barker, daughter of Leander Barker and granddaughter of 
Jeremiah Barker also married a Hawks. She married Abraham Lincoln 
Hawks on January 3, 1889. This Abraham was the son of Hardin Hawks. 
Abraham Lincoln Hawks was the second husband of Frances Lee Barker. 
She was first married to Mark A. Sandefur. 

Frances Lee Barker Hawks 

Folks in Surry County were leery of "strangers and outlanders," they 
feared that they would bring in "foreign ways." The folks at Round Peak in 
Surry County were uneasy if an outlander from neighboring Guilford 
County, North Carolina moved to their part of Surry. Records exist that 
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depict North Carolina people as strongly resisting change. No one was 
welcome unless they were Protestant, preferably Primitive Baptist. 

Solomon Hawks wasn't considered an outlander even though he lived 
across the Virginia state line. His ways were known to the folks at Round 
Peak in Surry County. They were "raised up together." During the period 
of the stories in Fisher's River Scenes, Solomon was 20-29 years old and had 
listened to his father-in-law's Revolutionary war stories. His favorite tale 
was the Indian battles that Timothy Spencer told. In Fisher's River Scenes 
we learn that Sol would not shout at a church meeting. The parson 
cautioned the folks not to shout unless they were sure that they had 
assurance of conversion. Sol never did shout that night. The Primitive 
Baptist also cautioned people not to shout unless they had "drank of that 
spiritual Rock, and that Rock was Christ." They said "shouting 
hypocritically or for a vain show is equally as sinful as the opposing of 
shouting in the praise of God." (Elder Isaac Webb, Carroll County, 
Virginia) 

Solomon Hawks had been drinking and he would not shout. The folks at 
Round Peak "growed up with Solomon" and heard the same teaching but 
there was a very small number of devilish boys that caused trouble at these 
meetings. They were called "outsiders" in Fisher's River Scenes. Their 
ways were foreign to the good people at Round Peak. Solomon died in 1851 
and his wife Nancy lived on in Carroll County, Virginia for many years. 

Nancy Gardner was the sister of my great-great-great-grandmother Jane 
Gardner Webb. Soloman's wife Nancy Gardner was born in 1809. Jane 
Gardner was born in 1805. She married Daniel Martin in 1825. James 
Gardner and Tobitha Martin were their parents. James fought from New 
Jersey in the Revolutionary War. After the war he came to Franklin County, 
Virginia. About 1822 he moved his family to Carroll County, Virginia 
where he bought 539 acres of land on the east side ofMain Street at 
Hillsville. By 1850 the sons were all prosperous. Between 1850-1860 his 
son Daniel Martin and wife Oney Martin moved to Surry County, North 
Carolina, southeast of Route 89 and Pine Ridge Road. Jane Gardner 
Martin's daughter Mahalia Martin married Anderson Webb, a cousin of 
Elder Isaac Webb. It is through this Webb line that I am related back to 
Solomon Hawks' wife Nancy. The Webb-Southern Carroll Community 
Center at Cana, Virginia is my great-grandfather A. A. Webb's home place. 
He was the son of Anderson Webb and Mahalia Martin. Solomon Hawks 
married into "Quality Folks" and he came out of "Quality Folks. The 
humerous tales in Fisher's River Scenes show his good character. 
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Davis "Maid" Holder 

Maid Holder had no pants on! What a picture to plant in the minds of 
thousands who would never know the whole truth! Fisher's River Scenes 
author, Harden Taliaferro, said that he was presenting humorous literature, 
and so he did. In World War I the Highland Scots fought wearing their kilts 
and were called "the ladies from hell." 

Davis Holder was in Pittsylvania County, Virginia and later moved to 
Surry County, North Carolina. He sold his land in Virginia December 27, 
1798. His son Davis "Maid" Holder was born in 1816 in the Round Peak 
section of Surry County. Maid's land was on Little Fisher River adjoining 
the Senter family. 

It appears that there was a footpath between Squire West Freeman's land 
and that of John Senter, crossing Maid Holder's farm. This was in the 
meadow along Little Fisher River. The story is that Squire Freeman and 
Bob Snipes were going up Little Fisher River across Maid's "deadnin" where 
they saw him plowing in his shirt tail and greasy wool hat. Maid ridiculed 
Bob Snipes "for dressin up through the week as fine as the Squire." It was 
early in the morning, in the cool of the day. Maid owned about 125 acres on 
Little Fish River, not far from Shipps Muster Ground. Family researchers 
have concluded from public records that Maid Holder had a deep love for his 
family and cared well for them. He worked and loved, and lived. 

His will was probated January 2, 1899. His wife Sallie got all his 
personal property during her natural life. At his wife's death, his daughter 
Willie Holder was to have all the personal property left by his wife Sallie. 
At his wife's death, all his lands were to go to his two sons, G. D. Holder and 
D. M. Holder Jr. divided with conditional line he made himself. His two 
sons were the executors of the will and the witnesses were H. E. Jarrell and 
D. M. Holder. Maid lived for 82 years and had his hour of fame in the book, 
Fisher's River Scenes, published in 1859. 

The story is told that "Maid was a-plowin', and ding my skin efhe warn't 
a-plowin' in his shirt-tail, 'thout anuther thing on him, 'ceptin his old greasy 
wool hat. It was one uv the most onconcionable long shirt-tails I uver seen. 
It come down a long gap below his knees." 

This was the day of Solomon Senter's wedding July 6, 1854 to Nancy 
"Sally" Spencer. Justice of the Peace and Squire William Freeman married 
them. In Fisher's River Scenes it was described as "dingnation hot" that day. 
Maid Holder knew it would be hot so he put on his cooling shirt, the one that 
come a long gap below his knees. The flappin' of the shirt tail stirred up the 
air an' kept him cool. 'Sides that, it was easier for him to wash the dust off 
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his legs and feet than it was for Sallie to scrub the sweat and dust soaked 
britches. He loved Sallie. 

Davis M. Holder 
Surry County, North Carolina 

We the underesigned freeholders having been duly appointed by Hasten 
Beamer One ofthe Justices of the Peace for and in Surry County in 
obedience to the 1oth Article of the Constitution and by an act of the 
Legislature of the StateN. Carolina Ratified August the 22nd 1868 do set 
apart and alot to Davis M. Holder applicant for homestead a sertain tract or 
parcel of land adjoining John Center John Tuttle & Samuel Sanderfer 
containing 120 acres at 200,00 and the following personal property Three 
plows at 2,00 One lot of fodder at 17,00 One lot of Shucks at 2,00 Flax Seed 
rye 1,12 112 Cuting Knife & box at 1,00, One lot Flax & flaxbrake 2,50 Two 
ox yokes & geers at 1,50. One Straw Stack at 2,00 One oat Stack at 2,00 
Five bee stands at 10,00 Sixty bushels of com at 9,00 Three hundred & fifty 
pounds of pork at 35,00 one yoke of oxens at 50,00 Three head of other 
cattle at 15,00 five head of hogs at 15,00 Seven head of Sheep at 14,00 one 
wagon at 30,00 Syrup and barrels at 22,00 the other farming tools at 7,25 a 
lot of lard at 1,50 House hold & kitching furniture at 21,00 Fifty pounds of 
salt at 1,25 the amount of real estate set apart by us is 200,00 the amount of 
personal property set apart by us is 343,12 1/2 given under our hands & 
Seals This Jan 13th 1869 
Sealed and delivered 
in the presents of 
Hasten Beamer JP 

William Golding (seal) 
John R. Greenwood (seal) 
Ellis F. Jarrell (seal) 

Came to hand for Registration the 15th day of January A.M. A.D. 1869 

Eli F. Taylor R.D. 
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The Taming of Davis Holder 

Davis Holder married Lydia Norman and their daughter Elizabeth 
married Azariah Lundy, the son of Richard Lundy. The Lundy parents and 
grandparents were Quakers. Richard had 950 acres of land on top of the 
Blue Ridge Mountain in Carroll County, Virginia near the Grayson County 
border. (The Settlements, Alderman) 

In Fisher's River Scenes, Davis Holder is described as "allers a
swaggerin', and cavortin', and boastin' about how many men he'd licked, and 
so on." Josh Jones had tanned some hides for Davis Holder and there was a 
dispute about them. Josh tanned hides on shares, taking part of the hides for 
his pay. Davis "was a considerable bully and when a little tight boasted not 
a little of his manhood." The only other thing that we learn of him in 
Fisher's River Scenes is that he had long arms which was an advantage in a 
fight. Josh and Davis fought over the bundle of tanned hides at Shipps 
Muster Ground. William (Billy) Norman was there and he broke up the 
fight when Josh tried to gouge out the eyes of Davis Holder. Since Davis 
Holder was married to Lydia Norman, this was family. Davis Holder came 
to Surry County, North Carolina from Pittsylvania County, Virginia before 
December 17, 1798. A land transaction shows him in Surry County selling 
his land in Pittsylvania County on that date. The deed was recorded January 
21, 1799 in Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 

We do not know when nor where he married Lydia Norman. The name 
Lydia was popular among the Round Peak Normans in Surry County. 
William and Delilah (Barker) Norman named their first daughter Lydia and 
the name was carried on through her grandchildren. 

Joseph Holder was in Surry County by 1771. He witnessed a deed 
August 14, 1790 for Nathaniel Stuart and Henry Norman. The land was on 
Little Fisher River. Joseph Holder was in the same tax district as the 
Normans and Nathaniel Stewart (Stuart), 1784-1787. Perhaps Davis Holder 
followed this Holder family to Surry County. 

Whatever the case may be no one wanted to be around Davis Holder 
when he was a "little tight." As mentioned before, his daughter Elizabeth 
married Azariah Lundy, a young man from a peaceful Quaker family. 
Azariah Lundy was born in 1803. The horror of it--having an in-law such as 
this! Azariah's father died March 30, 1822 and escaped it all but his mother 
lived on until April6, 1838. Azariah had a brother Samuel born in 1796 and 
a Samuel Lundy is made "famus" in Fisher's River Scenes. Davis Holder 
was "stuck" between the peaceful Quakers and the Deacon William (Uncle 
Billy) Norman. Billy Norman literally and physically stopped his fights and 
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shamed him, while the Lundys preached peace to him. He was caught 
between a rock and a hard place. Davis Holder wished they were all in 
heaven so he could mind his earthly business. "Bullies would keep their 
thumb nails oiled and trimmed as sharp as hawk's claws--to feel fur a feller's 
eye strings, and make him tell the news." (Fisher's River Scenes) This was 
one of their "natural rights." Natural rights included kickin' like a horse, 
bitin' like a turtle, knocking with their fists, butting like rams, gouging like 
screw augers; any method with the body was lawful at Round Peak. When 
Josh Jones tried to gouge out the eyes of Davis Holder, the Deacon William 
Norman stopped the fight. According to the account in Fisher's River 
Scenes this ended Davis Holder's "bullyin', puffm', and blowin' about his 
manhood." The deacon shamed him. This fight was supposed to have 
occurred between 1820 and 1829. In November 1827 Davis Holder with 
twelve other men helped set off a widows portion for Lucy Golding, the 
widow of William Golding. Among these twelve men was the Deacon 
William Norman signing his name beside Davis Holder. 

On July 18, 1834 Azariah Lundy gave a tract of land to the Round Peak 
Primitive Baptist Church "in consideration of the friendship and respect he 
bore for them." William Norman and James Muncus were the deacons and 
trustees of the land. Perhaps Azariah had become a Baptist. Friendship is 
an intimate relationship. It intimates that Azariah had the same form as his 
friends, the Baptist. The early church records have faded beyond reading so 
we can only guess about the early members before 1848. Davis Holder was 
surrounded by his wife and his daughter's families. On his side were Hen 
Holder and Bill Holder who were "outsiders," not members of the Baptist 
Church. (Fisher's River Scenes) Hen and Bill had urged a non-qualified 
man, Billy Lewis, to preach. Billy was a Baptist but the church had not 
given him license to preach. Hen and Bill urged him to preach anyway, they 
would gather the crowds and tell Billy what to preach. The church put a 
stop to this farce. Hen Holder may have been a son of Davis Holder. Davis 
had come under the influence of the Deacon William Norman. The Deacon 
had saved him from the eye gouging Josh Jones. 

Davis was born in 1771 and was in his 50s when he had the fight with 
Jones. Josh Jones "made his mark upon his generation, in fist fighting and 
scratching, if in nothing else." (Fisher's River Scenes) He "had the art" of 
making people "fightin' rantankerus mad." Josh had aggravated a fight in 
the home of an old Quaker family in Grayson County, Virginia. Josh Jones 
told the stories ofhis fights that are recorded in Fisher's River Scenes. We 
don't know how old he was but do know that Davis Holder was beteween 50 
and 60 years old at the time of the fight with Josh Jones. 
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Davis Holder's family could find no deed or grant to his land after he died 
and later generations have found no original title to the land he lived on. 
After his death his son Maid Holder got title to the land under the 
Homestead Act. (Source: Robert Holder) 

In the Fisher's River Scenes account it was Josh Jones that told of the 
change in Davis Holder's character and actions. He stopped his blustery 
talking. Like his neighbor Uncle Davy Lane he came under the influence of 
the Baptist and was convicted for his foolish talking. At the old homestead 
there is a cemetery with over 75 graves and surely among them lies Davis 
Holder. A little research shows that on one side of his land was Moses 
Cockerham and in the other direction was Zachariah Senter. The Homestead 
Law was ratified August 22, 1868 in North Carolina by the Legislature. 
Before the end of the year Davis Holder's son Davis M. Holder applied for 
the rights to the rights of homestead. He kept 120 acres, three plows, a lot of 
fodder, one lot of com shucks, flax seed, two ox yokes and geers, one stack 
of straw, one stack of oat straw, one lot of flax and a flax brake, five bee 
hives and barrels of syrup (honey), sixty bushels of corn, one yoke of oxen, 
350 pounds of pork, seven head of sheep, five hogs, fifty pounds of salt, 
farming tools, household and kitchen furniture. William Golding, Ellis F. 
Jarrell, and John R. Greenwood were appointed by the Justice of the Peace 
to set apart what Davis M. Holder "had a right to" under the Homestead 
Law. Transcript of this furnished by Wilma Jarrell Hiatt. 

The Holder land is south of the Old Lowgap Road about 1-1/2 miles west 
of Ivy Green Baptist Church. The homesite is "off the road" along with the 
cemetery. (Source: Robert Holder) 

Ellis Jarrell who helped set off the homestead in January 1869 lived 
nearby on Old Lowgap Road. He was the son of Fountain Jarrell who had 
206 acres of land. The Jarrells owned the land on which the Ivy Green 
Church was built so were close neighbors of the Holders after Davis Holder 
died. They knew that his son Davis Maid Holder was farming the land in 
1850 when they moved to Surry County, North Carolina. He had rights to 
the land. I've not learned what prompted the Homestead Law but it came 
during the Reconstruction of the south, after the Civil War. Probably the 
large slave owners had lost their fortunes during the war and lobbied for 
protection for their homes. The law gives a man the right to use and enjoy 
what he has worked for with his own hands, but the amount of real estate 
and personal property was limited by the law. (N.C. Consitution, Article 
lQ) 

The people of Surry County owe a debt to Davis Holder along with John 
and Zachariah Senter. On May 16, 1804 the Surry County court ordered that 
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a road should be marked out from the ford on Little Fish River to Rockford. 
Rockford was the county seat at that time. The court chose these three men 
to view and mark out a road the nearest and best way and to report it to the 
next court. 

In 1834 the land record for Round Peak Church indicates that the nearest 
east-west road in the upper portion of Surry County was the present Red 
Bank Road to Haystack Road. The church land was north of the road that 
ran from Thomas B. Wright's to F. P. Franklin's. It was called "the public 
road." Thomas B. Wright had land on Lovills Creek about where Hwy. 52 
bypass is and F. P. Franklin's land was west, southwest of where Round 
Peak Church land was. The settlers needed a way to get to that public road 
in 1804. Davis Holder did his part in developing the road system in 1804. I 
strongly suspect that the present Prison Camp Road was marked out by 
Davis Holder, Zachariah and John Senter in the early summer of 1804. 

View From Ivy Green Baptist Church on Old Lowgap Road 
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Fountain Jarrell 

History is the probabilities based on what facts are available. Is it 
possible and probable? Can what is written as history stand the test? It is 
fortunate that written facts have been found about Fountain Jarrell. He was 
born in Virginia about 1801 and died in Surry County, North Carolina 
between 1873-1880. He married Fannie Jarrell in Rockingham County, 
North Carolina December 25, 1821. Fannie was also born in Virginia, 
perhaps a cousin to Fountain. Fountain was still in Rockingham County in 
1830. He is in the Surry County Census of 1850. On a return trip to the 
Rockingham family plantation he was shot at so he came back to Surry. 

Stories by a great-grandson depict him as a hard-drinking horse trader, 
being gone from home as long as two weeks. It was common for men who 
had a love of trading to follow the Circuit Court. He was in Surry County 
when the county seat was moved from Rockford on the Yadkin River to 
Dobson, North Carolina. Going up the Blaze Spur near Fisher Peak he 
attended court days in Grayson County, Virginia on the fourth Tuesday in 
each month. There were also Quarterly Sessions in March, May, August, 
and October. These were for grand jury trials. It is believed that a road in 
Grayson-Carroll Counties ran along south of present Galax, Virginia. There 
was a James Jarrell in what is now Carroll County, Virginia. He was 
between Galax and Hillsville, Virginia on Crooked Creek. By 1802 James 
sold out and was in Lee County, Virginia. Fountain Jarrell was born about 
1801. Is there a connection? 

Court records give testimony of witnesses that Fountain was undecorous 
and indebted to Charles Whitlock, Richard Reeves, and West W. Freeman. 
Fountain agreed that if he didn't pay these debts in October 1853 Ice Snow 
would sell his crops and pay off the debts. This was in August 1853. There 
were crops in the fields of tobacco, corn, fodder, rye, wheat, and potatoes. 

Fountain received a land grant on Fisher River in 1864 of 146 acres and 
another 60 acres. He still owned 146 acres he deeded to Rufus A. Jarrell next 
to Ellis Jarrell May 22, 1873. These were his sons; both were in the Civil 
War as well as two other sons. Ellis Jarrell married Nancy Senter, daughter 
of John and Hollin Senter. (The same John Senter in Fisher's River Scenes.) 
In 1885 Holland Senter, widow of John Senter, deeded Ellis F. Jarrell 50 
acres on Fisher River known as the Senter land adjoining D. M. Holder, J. R. 
Greenwood and others. Fountain is not listed in the 1880 census. 

Carroll County, Virginia broke off Grayson County in 1842 and court 
was established for the new county. This created a new market place for 
Fountain to ply his horse trading activities. There were court days in Patrick 
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County, Virginia and in Stokes, Forsyth, and Yadkin Counties, North 
Carolina. By the time Fountain is found in Surry County census of 1850 and 
farming, his boys were 10 to 15 years old. The girls were older, 25-27 years 
old and a two-year old daughter. The children were old enough to plant and 
hoe the crops and help harvest them. Fountain produced some famous and 
prominent descendants in Surry County, North Carolina. 

His great-granddaughter, Julia Mary Jarrell, daughter of Benjamin, 
married Charles L. Lyons, the grandson of Elizabeth Felts and Ransome 
Lyons. This is another case of Carroll County folks marrying into the 
Round Peak folks. I've found four of this Carroll County Felts' families 
marrying residents in Surry County below the Blaze Spur near Fisher Peak. 
It amazes me that I can use my Felts' family research as I compile 
information on these Round Peak residents. I descended from this Felts' 
family and William and Delilah (Barker) Norman ofRound Peak in 
northwest Surry County. 

Julia Mary Lyons was the sister of the nationally renowned Tommy 
Jarrell, the fiddle player of Round Peak. Tommy was famous for his style of 
Round Peak music and is a great-grandson of Fountain Jarrell. His fiddle 
rests at the Smithsonian Institute in W DC. 

View of Graves of Rufus and Susan Jarrell in the Jarrell Family Cemetery in 
Round Peak off the Dan Calloway Road 
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Capt' en Moore 

Sometimes he was called Capting Moore, an old Revolutionary War 
veteran. All through the 1820s the old Revolutionaries kept up "the spirit" 
with military musters, parades, and drills. Capt'en Moore was over a 
company of the younger generation. There was no war in these years but he 
had lived through the Indian wars, the American Revolution, and the War of 
1812. He had an old uniform, long forked tails on the coat and epaulets on 
the shoulders, an "ossifer" hat (officer) for his head. His first name is never 
given. He was at every May and November muster at Shipps Muster 
Ground on Ring's Creek. I can't track him because I don't know his first 
name. (Eisher's River Scenes) 

Two early landowners in that area were Aaron with a deed for land and 
William Moore with a land grant, both dated 1787. William was on Moores 
Fork Creek east of Shipps Muster Ground. Aaron was between the Muster 
Ground and Beaverdam Creek. The Jarrell, Smith, Franklin, and Nation 
families of the Fisher River area married members of the Moore family. 

On November 6, 1827 William Moore was one of those appointed to set 
off a widow's portion for Lucy Golding. Others were William Norman, John 
Whitlock, William Easley, and Davis Holder. These men are mentioned in 
Fisher's River Scenes. Of all the stories told in Fisher's River Scenes, my 
favorite is about Captain Moore and the military drills. 

The Captain never thought of giving the word "Right face! Dismissed!" 
till they were gravely reviewed by the "old sojers." The "old sojers" knowed 
a thing or two about "militeer tacktucks" as well as the men who wrote the 
rules of them. The old Revolutionaries "fout fer our liberties and must be 
heam." 

A James Moore was in Surry County as early as 1778 but was not shown 
on the Hughes Historical Map as were Aaron, Edward, Rodham and William 
Moore. The will of Edward Moor dated November 2, 1826 names wife 
Martha, sons Edward, William, George and James. 

In a North Carolina history book by Hugh T. Lefler, it tells of the Battle 
ofMoore's Creek Bridge during the American Revolution in 1776 in the 
Wilmington area. A James Moore was in command of the Patriot forces, 
which numbered about eleven hundred men. Moore's plan was to keep the 
Loyalists from reaching the coast and to defeat them before they could unite 
with the British forces which were to be sent to North Carolina. The Whigs 
had removed much of the flooring of the bridge and had greased the log 
sleepers with soft soap and tallow. It made crossing the bridge very difficult 
and caused confusion of the Loyalists. After a fierce fight the Loyalists 
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were badly defeated. This was the first battle of the American Revolution in 
North Carolina. And the "real hero" of the campaign was James Moore, 
because he had worked out the plans that led to the victory at the bridge at 
Moore's Creek. The battle of Moore's Creek Bridge made North Carolina 
ready to fight for independence. 

So, perhaps this "old sojer" left many descendants in North Carolina that 
were willing to fight for the cause. 

American Revolution Riflemen Dressed in Cutaway 
Coats, Close-fitting Breeches, and Gaiters 
North Carolina- History- Geography- Government 
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B. F. Scott 

B. F. Scott was a Justice of the Peace in 1852 as shown on the Surry 
County marriage records. He was on Ring's Creek in 1862 and a member of 
Round Peak Baptist Church in 1872. He was appointed as a delegate to the 
Church Convention at Fishers Gap Meeting House October 25, 1872. 

In 1862 Mr. Scott's neighbors on Ring's Creek were Aaron McKinney, 
James Norman, William Norman, Sr., J. S. Calloway, Edward Moore, and 
Richard Snow. Aaron McKinney married Lydia Norman, daughter of 
William Norman, Sr. 

Round Peak Church is on Ring's Creek. Round Peak Church Road off 
Hwy 89 pretty much follows Ring's Creek. The creek and the road are in a 
narrow valley between two ridges. The indications are that William Norman 
was on the lower end of Ring's Creek. Land records show his neighbors to 
the south being on Beaverdam Creek. Beaverdam Creek is on the south side 
ofHwy 89. The McKinney family seems to have been above William 
Norman on Ring's Creek near the present Doc Golding Road. B. F. Scott 
was somewhere in this valley between Hwy 89 and Old Lowgap Road. 
Apparently he was a very good man. 

Benjamin Scott was on the 1784-1787 Surry County Census record and 
in the neighborhood with the Riggs, Tuckers, and Bakers. He had one son 
and one daughter, no slaves. This may be the father ofB. F. Scott. This 
early Benjamin Scott is the only Scott listed in northwest Surry County 
during 1784-87. 

In 1820 there were Daniel, Francis, Robert, and William Scott in Surry 
County. Others were in Stokes County, adjoining Surry County. 

In 1830 there were Arvy, Leonard, and Robert A. Scott in Surry County. 
A marriage bond was found in Surry County Apri112, 1831 for Benjamin 
Scott and Elizabeth Normon. Many Scotts were married in Surry County 
between 1789 and 1863. On the Surry County 1835 taxables list Benjamin 
was listed in the Marshes District with 75 acres. 

In the 1850 census of Surry County there were Benjamin, Letha, Matilda, 
and Samuel Scott, all heads of household. David Lane and Charles 
Whitlock were listed living next to Benjamin and Elizabeth and their seven 
children. They were living not far from Davis Holder and John Senter. 

B. F. Scott is listed as 58 years old in the 1870 census of Surry County, 
so was born about 1812. He was the bondsman August 29, 1865 for the 
marriage of E. H. McKinney and S. S. Scott. The McKinneys lived on 
Ring's Creek and Round Peak Road. 

- 131 -



The will of Benjamin F. Scott is dated May 23, 1873 and leaves his 
beloved wife Elizabeth Scott all the land where they live and all of his 
personal property out of doors and in the house to her as long as she remains 
his widow. Son Thomas M. Scott and daughter Elizabeth E. Scott are 
named in the will. Executor is J. H. Nations and witnesses are William 
Golding, Junr. and W. P. McKinney. The will was probated September 1, 
1873. 

Round Peak Primitive Baptist Church and Cemetery 
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Zachariah Senter 

William Munkees had a land grant in 1789 between the head ofRing's 
Creek and Buck Mountain. In the tax records he was in John Taliaferro's 
district of Stewarts Creek. He had two males under 21 and three females of 
all ages, including his wife. His land was next to Joseph Porter and Thomas 
Norman, Silvaner Rabon and Henry Norman. Zachariah Senter witnessed a 
land transaction between John Taliaferro and William Pritchard for 540 
acres on a branch adjacent to Zachariah Senter and William Munskees. The 
name is often spelled Muncas and Munkas. 

In Fisher's River Scenes there was a fight at a corn shucking between 
Henry Muncas and Peyton Tally. Peyton backed up a step or two and 
charged, butting his head into Henry's stomach, making short work of the 
fight. The crowd complained because the fight was too short. Peyton said, 
"I'll be dadsamped if one good butt ain't wuth two good knocks, it knocks 
the wind out'm you quick as thunder." There was a James Muncas and he is 
probably the brother of Henry, the two sons of William Munkees. 

This is the kind of neighbors that Zachariah Senter had to put up with. In 
Fisher's River Scenes he is described as the "good old father" of John Senter. 
There was a Peter Moncus who was the bondsman for the marriage of John 
Senter and Hollin Stanley (Stantliff) in 1826. The Senter and Muncus 
families were neighbors as early as 1791. 

The last record found of Zachariah Senter is the 1840 Surry County 
Census. He was between 80 and 90 years old that year and tired. He was 
not in the 1850 census. (Wilma Jarrell Hiatt research) 

He was tired of fights and liquor stills, he was tired of Shipps Muster 
Ground and corn shuckin's. He was tired of the outlanders and their strange 
ways, the strangers who were buying up the Fisher River land. Sometime in 
the 1840s he laid his armour by and went the way of all flesh, before he 
died, he lived. Because of the 1859 book, Fisher's River Scenes, we have a 
glimpse ofthe character ofZack Senter. He was the "good old father" of 
John Senter (born about 1799). He endured many neighbors who were 
troublesome wags and he saw the founding of Round Peak Primitive Baptist 
Church in 1824. He attended many oftheir cottage prayer meetings and 
their footwashings. He witnessed the taming influence of the Baptist 
preaching in the Round Peak community (except for a few wags). Zack and 
his wife could not read nor write, being born and raised in the "taming of the 
wilderness era" when there was no time for "larn'in". He heard the Bible 
preached at Franklin Church at the Flat Top ridge. Zack went to the 
meetings of the Methodist at the Hawks settlement across the Virginia 
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border but he leaned towards the independence of the Baptist. When he was 
old he heard that the Moravians sent missionaries up to the settlements south 
of the Blue Ridge but no one was interested in their rigid control of their 
congregation. Besides that, they were considered to be traitors during the 
war of independence. They wouldn't fight. He was about 15 years old when 
the revolution began in 1775 and 23 when it ended. Across the Virginia 
border Stephan Senter stated that he was from Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 
Stephen first had land surveyed in Carroll County, Virginia on April 12, 
1782. In Surry County, North Carolina, a little southwest of Stephan, in 
August 1786, Zachariah Senter bought 150 acres on Little Fisher River. 
Stephan's Pittsylvania County statement, as where he was from, is in a 
Henry County land record of April22, 1784. He sold his 216 acres to 
Thomas Terry of Henry County, Virginia. Stephan's wife was Susannah. 
Henry County broke off from Pittsylvania County in 1777. 

Zack enjoyed his kinsmen and his good neighbors and tried to tame the 
wild ones. John Senter, Sr. and Soloman Senter were in Surry County and 
taxpayers in Surry County the year of 1813 but they moved on. When he 
was about 50 years old Zachariah had one son still at home and three 
daughters. It seems that his wife died between 1800 and 1810 unless he had 
a very young wife that year. Every census indicates that his wife had died. 
Two grown daughters 20 to 40 years old were still with him in 1840 when he 
was past 80 years old. His son John married in May 1826. Zack's two 
daughters cared for their "good old father." John was born about 1799 and 
probably the last child born to Zachariah and his wife. The wide spread 
childbed fever may have caused the death ofZack's wife after John was 
born. It was not until Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. (physician), published 
The Contagiousness of Puerperal (Childbirth) Fever that people learned to 
use strong antiseptics before childbirth. This was published in 1843 but took 
a while to reach the backwoods settlements. Death occurs when the 
streptococcus germ enters the bloodstream during the birth of a child. 
Midwives and horse doctors had no idea that their unclean hands led to the 
death of many women and their newborn babes. Zachariah vowed that no 
woman would ever suffer again because of him and he never remarried. He 
tamed his flesh as the scriptures told him to do. His daughters raised their 
little brother John until he "flew the coop" in 1826. John remained near his 
father and spinster sisters and inherited his father's land near the head of 
Little Fisher River. Zachariah probably died between 1840 and 1850. 
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John Senter's Farm Site 

No one will ever know exactly what spot John built his cabin but we have 
three records that locate his farm. 

First, William Norman I received a deed to a track of land in 1790. The 
land was on Little Fisher River. In the deed we learn that first the land 
boundary went down to the river then it went up the river to a pile of rocks 
then along the south side of the river going west. There were some blazed 
trees which was the trail the settlers used. This blazed path is now called 
Old Lowgap Road. Little Fisher River runs along beside Old Lowgap Road 
as it flows east. Soon after passing Bryant Road, the river turns south. 
Several branches of water flow into the river. The head of the river is where 
Fisher River turns south. 

Second, William Norman sold this land to Zachariah Senter in 1793 just 
three years after he received the deed to it. 

Third, in the 1859 book Fisher's River Scenes we learn that John Senter 
inherited his farm from his father Zachariah before 1857. John's cabin was 
on the west side of the river. There was a narrow strip ofbottomland on the 
west side of the river then came abrupt steep hills. On the side of a steep hill 
John's cabin was built. In this book the author Harden E. Taliaferro 
described the farm. On a visit to John Senter in 1857 he knew what the farm 
was like. It is recorded that Squire Freeman and Bob Snipes walked to 
John's house along Little Fisher River. They went yp the river so they were 
going north. While at John's cabin they looked up towards the Blue Ridge 
Mountain or rather "we looked up the hill towards the Blue Ridge and saw 
John's son and his bride to be coming down the hill afoot." 

Fourth, there is a steep hill south of Little Fisher River. Bryant Road 
today comes off Old Lowgap Road and crosses the east flowing Little Fisher 
River, then the road goes over a steep hill. North of all this is the Blue 
Ridge Mountain. Most likely the path that John's son and his bride to be 
used was the forerunner of the present Bryant Road. John Senter's cabin was 
on the southside of the steep hill just mentioned for they looked up a hill 
towards the Blue Ridge and saw his son coming down the hill. John's 
wagon path probably went north over this steep hill then descended where 
Little Fisher River crosses under present Bryant Road then entered Old 
Lowgap Road. . 

Fifth, I have been to the area and drew maps of the steep hills, twists and 
turns, the branches and ridges, and Little Fisher River. I've studied the three 
records that exist noting every detail that is given and I am sure of what I've 
seen as I explored that land. John Senter's farm was at the head of Little 
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Fisher River. The head of a creek or river is the point where branches 
finally create a river. The head of Little Fisher River is just yards to the 
southeast of the junction of Old Lowgap Road and Bryant Road. All maps 
show this, from Hughes Historical map to the Surry County map of 1994. 
The Hughes map only shows the 1786 record of Zachariah Senter's land. 
What his son John inherited was the land Zack bought in 1793 from William 
Norman I. 
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John Senter 
One of Those "Quality" Folks 

There was a fmancial panic in 1819 all across the United States. Part of 
the cause was the heavy importation of European goods that hurt American 
manufacturing. Tea cups such as Major Oglesby's wife served milk in to 
William Golding and Frost Snow are an example. Luxuries from Europe, 
such as a separate dish for dessert, imported shoes, calico cloth and forks all 
helped bring on the panic. All of the money was going to Europe. (History 
ofEconomic Progress in the United States, Jennings} 

John Senter refused to get caught up in luxury living and he made his 
own shoes and he made his own straw hats. Times were so hard that Hollin, 
his wife, made "dumplins" out of rye flour and he used the rye straw for 
hats. John kept a supply ofwhang leather and he could fix about anything 
with it. He used it for galluses and laces for his shoes. He used it for halters 
to lead in the cow for milking, and he whipped his boys with it when they 
got out of order. He couldn't live without whang leather. 

John developed the philosophy that if he couldn't catch it, grow it, or 
make it, he would do without it. His father was the pioneer Zachariah 
Senter. Zack bought 150 acres of land in Surry County, North Carolina on 
Little Fisher River in August 1786. In 1789 he was taxed with 200 acres. In 
November 1791 he bought 250 acres and on August 23, 1793 he sold the 
250 acres on both sides of Beaverdam Creek. Then he bought 100 acres 
from William Norman on both sides ofLittle Fisher River in October 1793. 
At this time he had 300 acres plus the benefit of the crops he had raised for 
two years on the 250-acre farm. His 300 acres were on Little Fisher River 
adjoining Norman's farm. 

Zachariah and John Senter, with Davis Holder, were ordered to begin at 
the ford on Little Fisher River, between the two plantations of Silvaner 
Rabon, and view and mark the nearest and best way to Rockford. The date 
was February 10, 1802. They were to report back to the court at the next 
term. I suspect that this is now the road that is called Prison Camp Road. It 
goes to Dobson where the name changes to Rockford Road. It wasn't called 
Prison Camp Road until modem times. This John Senter must have been a 
brother of Zack for he is too old to be the famous John Senter of the Fisher's 
River Scenes book. With the Senter families frugal ways the court knew 
that they would find the least burdensome way to the courthouse at 
Rockford. 
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The story in Fisher's River Scenes tells that John Senter's back door is 
about 4-112 feet tall. "Skitt" (Harden Taliaferro) came to visit and Hollin, 
the wife of John, told "Skitt," "Stoop low, and you'll come in." 

John was described as being thin visaged, eyes small and scowling, his 
features hard and rigid, indication of spleen and general suspicion. 

There was a reason for John Senter's short back door. No man could 
enter his home unless they bowed low before John and Hollin. It was an act 
of deference to "Quality." When Hollin told "Skitt," "Stoop low," he said 
that he obeyed, went in, and was disappointed that he didn't see John. He 
had hoped to bow low before "Quality." 

"Skitt" wrote that John Senter had a fondness for law, fond of litigation. 
Other scenes describe eye-gouging fights at Shipps Muster Ground. John 
Senter was a law and order man. He was "Quality" and let the law do his 
fighting for him. He bided his time until the circuit riding judge came to 
Shipps Muster Ground. 

John was described as "none of your quality men" and hated quality 
ideas. He opposed them. The complaint was that John only allowed Hollin 
to serve guest a one-dish meal. Serving a sumptuous meal to guest was an 
act of deference to honor the guest. John deferred to no one but did allow 
Squire Freeman to take the first sip of brandy from the cup. In ancient times 
it was common for a servant to take the first sip of the cup to prove that he 
had not poisoned it. Being "Quality" John put the Squire in the position of a 
servant, the wine tester. 

We are given enough detail to know that crops were still being hoed and 
plowed. Maid Holder was plowing in his shirttail and the weather was 
"dingnation hot." This was a summer when John Senter's potato crop 
growed plumb up to the front door. To come in the house Squire Freeman 
had to "bow low, and come in the back door." John "hardly axed them to set 
down." 

In his preface "Skitt" Taliaferro wrote in 1857 that he was presenting his 
Fisher's River Scenes and the reader, as one ofthe sovereigns of the mental 
world, could decide upon the merits. "Skitt" wrote the truth about John 
Senter, he was "Quality." 
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Pennyroyal on the Beaverdam 

Every woman hoed her own row, carried her own weight, and bore her 
own burdens. It was wheat-threshing time and the pennyroyal plants were 
ripe. The year was 1840 and with foresight the women were thinking afar 
off of the rattlesnakes, ticks, and chiggers of another summer. 

As they cooked the dinner for the threshers Hollin Senter, wife of John, 
said to Rebecca Norman, wife of James, that there was a big patch of 
pennyroyal growing down on Beaverdam Creek beside the wagon path. 
Rebecca replied that she had took notice of it and was wanting to get some 
too. Susannah Barker, wife of Jeremiah, said that it was growing thick that 
year all the way up to Camp Creek and she was aiming to gather some up 
that way. Susannah was 47 years old and having "women's trouble" with hot 
flashes and the "jitters," but catnip tea helped a little. She could still put one 
foot in front oft' other one when it came to gathering herbs. 
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They appointed a day (if it don't rain) to meet at the ford on Beaverdam 
Creek near Silvaner Rabon's old place. This would be "Mother's Day Off' 
and their biggest youngins could look after the little ones for the day. With 
their big aprons with big pockets and several tow sacks, they met on the 
appointed day. Pennyroyal was at its peak and they each filled two sacks, 
roots and all ofthe plant. "Let's go down to the crick and get us a drank," 
said Susannah, so off they trotted. "Mercy me," said Rebecca, "just look at 
that patch of mayapples growing in the bog!" Hollin said, "They shore do 
make good purges if you don't use too much, too much and you're deader 
than a doorknob." Feverfew grew around near home and had already been 
gathered for fevers so was drying well on the pegs at home. 

On the way up Little Fisher River, Hollin and Rebecca twisted off twigs 
from a blackgum tree to make a toothbrush and hollered at Dick Snow's 
girls, Nancy and Elizabeth. Both girls come running and said, "Whatcha 
doin?" Rebecca told her that they had been gathering pennyroyal for the 
itch. "We're goin to git some tomarry ifn it don't rain," said Nancy, "they's a 
bunch down on the Beaverdam meadow." "Well, I hope it don't rain," said 
Hollin, "fer they planning on threshing at our place tomorrow." Hollin and 
Rebecca came to the parting of the path, Hollin going on up Little Fish River 
past Holder's place towards home. They hung the pennyroyal up to dry on 
pegs and rafters while times were slow. On the cold dreary days of winter 
the plants hung there as surety. When needed to repel ticks and chiggers, the 
plants were broken and boiled to release the oil, which was used as lotion. 

The day following, the Norman's, the Snow's, and Cockerham's gathered 
at John Senter's for the threshing while the women folk cooked dinner. 
Hollin told Dick's girls that they would go with them the next week to help 
them gather pennyroyal but they said Dick wouldn't let them go til all of the 
threshings were done. Pulling pennyroyal was easy and satisfied the 
"hunter" instinct in women, at the same time it gave them insurance for tick 
and chigger season. Every woman worth her salt had a peg or two hung 
with pennyroyal before Thanksgiving. 
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The Rebellion of Hollin Senter 

Hollin Stantliff (Stanley) was born about 1809 to Oliver Stantliff in 
eastern North Carolina. Soon before 1820 they moved to Carroll County, 
Virginia near the Hawks' settlement (present Lambsburg, Virginia). Oliver 
was a jolly man, short and stout, well tanned with black eyes. As a good 
storyteller he was welcome at all of the shindigs. He died in 1843. 

Zachariah Senter lived three or four miles south of the North Carolina
Virginia border. His son John was born about 1799 and Hollin Stantliff 
about 1809. In October 1823 they first met at a shindig at Shipps Muster 
Ground on Ring's Creek. John lived above the Muster Ground on a ridge 
west of Little Fisher River. He kept eyeing her, making her blush. Delilah 
Norman noticed and wondered if John was sparkin' Hollin. They met again 
at the Foggy Camp shindig the following year and they talked. John was a 
very serious young man and Hollin was jolly like her father. She was a 
"good woman." The first day ofMay 1826 John ask her to marry him and 
she agreed. They were married May 17, 1826. 

Hollin's father Oliver claimed that soon after he moved to the mountain 
the Indians kidnapped him and carried him to the Indian territory. Only the 
children believed him. It was talks like this that kept the old men on alert, it 
could happen. They met twice each year at Shipps Muster Ground to review 
and practice their military tactics. 

Hollin was a kind woman and an antidote for John's cantankerous nature. 
After they were married and she needed shoes, John made wooden bottomed 
shoes for her. She wore them for two years then rebelled against him. John 
was set back for he had never seen any sign of a temper in Hollin. She was 
tired of carrying the weight of them and tired of going to the Baptist meeting 
with her old wooden bottomed shoes an inch and a half thick. (Fisher's 
River Scenes) 

Hollin was pregnant with her first child in the year of her rebellion and 
tired of the weight of shoes and baby. John put her off thinking that she was 
feeling contrary because she was carrying a child but Hollin kept fussing. 
The peace of their home was gone. He didn't expect rebellion from Hollin, 
she was so good and kind. Something had to be done and she wasn't 
yielding one whit. 

A shoemaker came through the Round Peak community every year 
making shoes. The settlers tanned his own leather, cow and pig leather and 
that from wild animals. They furnished the leather for the shoemaker. Their 
tanning troughs were made from a large log. They stripped the side off then 
chopped, burned, and gouged out the center, leaving the ends in place. 
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(Bowls were made the same way.) When the shoemaker came, Hollin hadn't 
worn her wooden bottomed shoes for three months, going barefooted. Uncle 
"Billy" Norman was a peacemaker and he loved John, but knew that he was 
unfair to Hollin. He was able to persuade John to have shoes made for 
Hollin after the baby was born. The shoemaker carried patterns for different 
sizes and had to use a child's size for Hollin. She had small feet like her 
father. She was almost too proud of them to wear them but she did. Being 
taught that there was no use grieving over spilt milk she forgave John. 

The second rebellion didn't come until their son Solomon married. Sol 
was going to marry Nancy Spencer and John didn't want to lose his boy even 
if he was 25 years old. Sol was his frrstborn and a hard-working boy. John 
never knew how to express his emotions. When hurt he acted angry. He 
didn't want Sol to marry and didn't want Hollin to cook them a wedding 
feast. Hollin rebelled. She killed two chickens instead of one. One hour 
John sulked, then he spewed out mean words; how could Hollin celebrate his 
pain, he wondered; how could she be so glad when he was hurting so bad. 
Sol married Nancy July 6, 1854 at his father's home. After the knot was tied 
John felt glad. Sol still looked the same and he was still his boy. John had 
been initiated and it was never so bad again when a child married. Hollin 
never rebelled again and Solomon stayed on in the Round Peak community, 
except for a few years, and is buried in the Crooked Oak Cemetery. 

Solomon Senter's Gravestone at Crooked Oak Cemetery 
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The Smiths 

In Fisher's River Scenes "Hashhead" Smith is veritably John Smith. He 
was sensitive and ill natured, chunky and well set, and muscular with a large 
head. 

Wyatt Smith moved to Carroll County, Virginia in the 1820s with a large 
family. Most, if not all, were born in North Carolina. Researchers believe 
that he was the son of John Smith of Surry County, North Carolina. His 
daughter Prudence was the second wife of Jordon Felts of Carroll County. 
The 1850 Carroll County census shows him being born about 1788 in North 
Carolina. (1850 Carroll County Census by John P. Alderman, annotated) 

William Smith of Beaverdam Creek in Surry County had sons named 
John, James, and Catlett. Uncle Jimmy Smith is also in Fisher's River 
Scenes. Catlett's grandson John B. Smith married Lucinda McKinney, the 
granddaughter of William Norman (Uncle Billy Norman of Fisher's River 
Scenes). William Smith facts are from The Heritage of Surry County and 
Surry County marriage records. 

In Fisher's River Scenes "Hashhead" Smith (John) and Josh Jones had 
business at Grayson Court House in Virginia. On their return they stopped 
at a Quakers home, one Mr. South. The two men got into a terrible fight in 
Mr. South's home. Mr. South gave them some Peach Brandy before they 
had the fight. Josh said that they "smote it hip and thigh wuth the edge of 
the sword, like unto Sampson smiten the Phillis tines." John started the fight 
after Josh Jones had irritated him with his "Pig Latin" talk. John was getting 
the best of Josh, so Josh threw him in the floor; then poured a chum of 
clabbering milk over John's head. That stopped the fight and then Josh 
Jones said that he sloped off for fear John might wade into him again. He 
jumped on his horse, darted down the Blue Ridge Mountain at the Blaze 
Spur, and was soon in old Surry County. 

Uncle Jimmy Smith was most likely James Smith. Uncle Jimmy called 
himself"an old man," was at Stony Point under "Mad" Anthony Wayne, 
"old Jimmy Smith--old Stony Pint." It was muster day at Shipps Muster 
Ground on Ring's Creek and Uncle Jimmy gave an inspiring speech. This 
was between 1820-1829 and Jimmy was a leading man among the 
"Revolutioners." Skitt wrote that Fisher River was one of the last places of 
importance of militia musters. They wouldn't "Give up the Ghost." A few 
old Revolutionary Soldiers kept the "military sperit" always at blood heat in 
the rising generation. They were called the 'lutionaries and the 'litia in those 
days. I've seen it spelled that way, about the Civil War militia. The old 
'lutionaries loved to perform the drills before the crowds. 
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Stony Point was in northeast New York. George Washington felt that 
there was danger from Canada and planned to occupy that country. The 
British did invade New York from Canada in 1777. "Mad" Anthony Wayne 
stormed Stony Point in 1779. The American troops had to withdraw. "Mad" 
Anthony Wayne was appointed to fight the Indians in 1 791. 

I cannot say that Hashhead (John) Smith and Uncle Jimmy of Fisher's 
River Scenes are the sons of William Smith of Beaverdam Creek but they 
were married men in 1817. John Smith (Hashhead) was executor ofhis 
father's will that year. John's wife was Milly. This has been interesting to 
me to find family connections through two marriages--McKinney and Felts. 

I fmd it sweet that the old soldiers wouldn't give up the ghost of the war. 
We've all known elderly people who only talk about one event. One whole 
summer I listened to the same story from an elderly man. His family was 
tired of it so we began meeting in the evening under the shade of a tree. I 
grew tired of it but moved away the next spring. We need to listen and learn 
from them. 

James Smith married Sarah Hodges. Catlett Smith married Susannah 
Hodges ofBeaverdam Creek. {The Heritage of Surry County) 

Old Grayson County Courthouse in Virginia 
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Timothy Spencer 

Quality means "of what sort" of trait or character. It has come to pass 
that it is used only for those of high social position and their 
accomplishments. 

Timothy Spencer was not called quality in Fisher's River Scenes. He 
lived in Carroll County, Virginia in 1815 after the Revolutionary War, near 
Lambsburg. He came to Surry County before the war and served three 
terms, once in a campaign against the Indians. The Indians attacked a 
settlement in the mountains and kidnapped a Mrs. Bean and Timothy was 
among those who rescued her. (The Settlements, Alderman) 

An Early Settler Protecting Family From the Indians 
North Carolina - History - Geography - Government 

Timothy was a timid man but was much sought after for the gatherings at 
Shipps Muster Ground in Surry County, North Carolina. The folks at Round 
Peak knew him well in those early years, hunting with him and attending 
preaching whenever a preacher passed through. Story telling was a favorite 
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entertainment and when Timothy loosened up he would tell of the harrowing 
ordeal of rescuing Mrs. Bean. 

Timothy was born about 1759 in Pennsylvania and was in Surry County 
before 1776. He married a girl named Mary in 1799. According to 
Alderman they spent most of their life in Patrick County, Virginia. Mary 
was in Grayson County in 1840 and a widow. Timothy died in 1837 but he 
had traveled three hundred miles into the wilderness to fight the Indians and 
he was a favorite at Shipps Muster Ground. 

In 1815 he had one cabin, one horse and two cattle. The only other 
Spencer taxed that year was Samuel Spencer, both recorded on March 8, 
1815. Timothy named a son Samuel, born 1788. Most of Samuel's sons 
died young. Many Surry County folks have Spencer ancestors, as I do, but 
cannot learn from whom they descend. 

In Fisher's River Scenes all that we learn of him is that the parson held 
several successful meetings at Timothy Spencer's, not far from the Sugar 
Loaf Mountain on the Blue Ridge. The meetings were "at night." 

A Typical Mountain Cabin That Could Be Found in North Carolina or 
Virginia, North Carolina - History - Geography - Government 
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Charles Taliaferro 

John Taliaferro received a land grant in 1780 on Little Fisher River near 
William Barker and Micajah Oglesby. Richard Taliaferro had a grant in 
1787. Charles Taliaferro bought land on Fisher River near the Wilkes Road. 
The Lovill family research shows John and Richard Taliaferro having 778 
acres near Pine Ridge. Charles was the father of Richard and John. 

On November 6, 1791 John Taliaferro sold 250 acres near a branch and a 
creek to Zachariah Senter. 

On December 3, 1791 John Taliaferro sold 307 acres to William Barker 
near Tucker on the side of Waters Creek. 

Charles Taliaferro was witness to both deeds. Little Fisher River is 
between Round Peak Church Road and Pine Ridge Road. Pine Ridge Road 
runs from the Virginia border south to Haystack Road. Haystack Road runs 
east and in 1855 the road touched Taliaferro's road. 

Charles Taliaferro is mentioned in Harden Taliaferro's book, Fisher's 
River Scenes (of 1820-1829). All we know of his character is in this book. 
He was stern, a Baptist, knew the Bible, and hated liquor. He was respected 
by all and was called "Squire" and "Captain." As stem as he was he was not 
a rigid know-it-all. When confronted with facts contrary to what he believed 
he would admit that he had been wrong. 

The title of "Squire" was used for men of good judgement, just men who 
were unbiased. They were usually community scribes, writing letters for 
those who could not read or write. 

In Charles Taliaferro's will of August 14, 1837 he names his children and 
gave each of them two negroes. He had nine children and Hardin 
(sometimes spelled Harden) Taliaferro is named last as a son. Harden wrote 
Fisher's River Scenes in 1857. Other children were Elizabeth Jones, John, 
Charles Jr., Richard, Polly Franklin, Benjamin, Dickerson and Sally. The 
executors of the will were his son Dickerson Taliaferro and Wiley Franklin. 
Witnesses to the will were Maridy Lane, Silas Jones and Anderson 
Dunnegan. 
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JOHN TALIAFERRO TO WILLIAM BARKER A Deed Book E-246 

This Indenture made this 3rd day of December in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety one between John Taliaferro of the 
County of Surry and State ofNorth Carolina of the one part and William 
Barker of the County and State aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth that 
said John Taliaferro for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred 
pounds current money of Virginia the payment whereof he doth 
acknowledge doth give grant and confirm unto the said William Barker his 
heirs and assigns for ever a certain piece or parcel of Land lying and being 
situate on sides of Waters Creek beginning at a pine on said Taliaferro's line 
a comer tree of Tucker's runs North twenty three chains to a pine thence 
North thirty five degrees West thirty five chains to a pine thence forty five 
degrees West twenty five chains to a pine thence West twenty one chains to 
a post thence South eighty chains to a post thence thirty six chains to the 
Beginning. To have and to hold the said three hundred and seven acres of 
Land together with the privileges and appurtenances there unto belonging 
unto the said William Barker his heirs & assigns for ever and said John 
Taliaferro doth for himself and his heirs warrant the said Land to the said 
William Barker his heirs and assigns against all persons whatsoever. In 
witness whereof he hath here unto set his hand and Seal the day and year 
above written. AD 1 791 

Signed, sealed & delivered 
In the presence of 
Charles Taliaferro 
Philip Prichard 
Joseph Porter 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

John Taliaferro (seal) 

Surry County Feby term 1793 
The execution of the within Deed was 
duly proved in open Court by the oath 
of Joseph Porter & ordered to be 
registered. 

Test Jo Williams CC by 
Robt. Williams ASC 

- 148 -



The Thompsons and Lark Cannady 

The name is sometimes Larkin Kennedy depending on the record keepers 
understanding. He is mentioned in Fisher's River Scenes. He is the son of 
Aaron Cannady /Kennedy. Larkin married Elizebeth Riggs, the daughter of 
Lott Riggs, in 1817. They are mentioned in Lott Riggs' will. In the 1830 
Surry County records Larkin's name is spelled Canada. There are six people 
in his household. By 1850 they moved to what is now Forsyth County, 
adjoining Surry County's southern border. (The Heritage of Surry County) 

In the 1820s he is mentioned as being at a gathering at harvest time along 
with long Jimmy Thompson. Thompson was from Mitchell's River where 
some of the Cannady/Kennedys settled. The brief mention shows Lark 
teasing Jimmy Thompson for the way he ate hogs feet so fast. Thompson is 
described as a big eater, the milo ofMitchell's River. A James Thompson 
was the son of Joseph Thompson of Mitchell's River. James' daughter Sarah 
married John Kennedy. Samuel Kanidy was an early settler southwest of 
Skull Camp Mountain on the north fork of Mitchell's River. Mark Kennedy 
and Samuel Kanidy had deeds in 1788. 

It is known that the folks around Round Peak and Shipps Muster Ground 
knew people who lived outside of their own community. 

Dr. K. Thompson is mentioned in Fisher's River Scenes in a hunting 
scene with Dick Snow. This was the Dr. Kimbrough or Kimbrow 
Thompson, a Baptist preacher and doctor. He married late in life. His 
parents were Elijah Thompson and Martha Cleaveland Franklin. Martha 
was the daughter ofShadrack Franklin and Judith Taliaferro. Dr. K. married 
a McMickle. 
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A Portion of the Hughes Historical Map Showing Land of the Kaniday, 
Kennedy, Taliaferro and Thompson Property During the Late 1700s 

150 



Round Peak Soldiers and the Civil War 

Some of the Round Peak soldiers in the Civil War were: (1) Thomas T. 
Snow, son ofDick Snow, Co C 21 Regiment ofNC; (2) Ellis F. Jarrell, son 
of Fountain Jarrell, CoD 37 Battery of VA Cavalry; (3) Henry Holder, son 
of Maid Holder, Co C 21 NC Regiment; (4) James Madison Holder, son of 
Maid Holder, Co A 28 NC Regiment; (5) James Galyean, son of William 
and Nancy Galyean; (6) Wilson Senter, son of John and Hollin Senter, died 
in the war, 1st NC Regiment; (7) Preston Norman, son of William Hardin 
and Matilda Norman, served as a nurse in Guard Division and was wounded 
in some fingers at Cold Harbor, Virginia and later some fingers were 
amputated (May 1861 -April 9, 1865); (8) Dickerson Norman, son of James 
and Rebecca Norman, volunteered May 20, 1861 in 1st Surry Regiment and 
died in a Charlottesville, Virginia hospital of chronic diarrhea January 1, 
1862 where he had gone December 24, 1861; his father filed for his pay 
October 1, 1862; (9) Green B. Norman, son of James and Rebecca Norman, 
volunteered in 1861 at 23 years of age. From February 27, 1862 to April14, 
1862 he was out with pneumonia. He was with the troops that was 
defending Richmond, Virginia and was captured at White House, Virginia, 
east ofRichmond July 4, 1862. He was taken as prisoner of war to Fort 
Monroe, Virginia. He was released in a prisoner exchange August 5, 1862. 
He was listed as an ambulance driver January and February 1865. He was at 
the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse April9, 1865 where he took the 
oath of allegiance. (1 0) Daniel Barker, son of Jeremiah Barker, enlisted 
August 17, 1862, injured by exploding shell at the battle ofChancelorville, 
Virginia ca. May 3, 1863. He was back on duty September 1863 to February 
1864. He was at the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia April9, 
1865. He was never the same after the war. He was a kind generous man 
and consistent member of the Primitive Baptist Church. (11) Kenny Lowe, 
son of Samuel Lowe, served three years, Co E 45th Regiment, VA; (12) 
Abner Lee Snow, son ofRichard (Dick) Snow; (13) Rufus Austin Jarrell, 
son of Fountain Jarrell, Co A 28th NC Regiment; and (14) Algias Cave, Jr., 
son of Algius Cave, Sr. (of Fisher's River Scenes), was wounded at the 
Battle of Bull Run in Manassas, Virginia, Co B 2nd NC Infantry. He married 
in 1864. 

When the Civil War began the south had no army. The old 
Revolutionary spirit rose up at Fisher River in northwest Surry County 
among a few men. The history compiled by Hester Jackson is a good source 
of information for Confederate Soldiers of Surry County, North Carolina. 
Harden Taliaferro stated in Fisher's River Scenes that during the 
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Revolutionary War there were many Tories in the Fisher River area. Their 
descendants were derided and despised by the descendants of the Whigs. 
Dick Snow called the grandson of a Tory a "Rade Coat" (Red Coat). 

Shipps Muster Ground was a place for "public gatherings," not just for 
militia muster and drills. I haven't seen many records but James Waugh 
mustered a body of men for the Civil War in the Dobson tax district and J. 
C. Norman mustered troops at Shole Creek, probably Flat Shole or Flat 
Shoal Creek in east central Surry County. J. C. Norman was a very wealthy 
slave owner in the Mount Airy Tax District. I suppose that people were 
appointed in every tax district to muster men for the Civil War. There were 
patriotic feelings even among those who were not slave owners. In the 1862 
Surry tax list Joseph Phillips was found on Beaverdam Creek with 427 acres, 
value $1000, 11 slaves, value $4800, $211 personal property, total worth 
$6011. Beaverdam Creek is a little south of Shipps Muster Ground on 
Ring's Creek. 

The northerners had a blockade on the parts of the south and in a few 
short months the noose tightened on the south. The only way to preserve 
meat was with salt and most of our salt was imported. A salt mine in 
Saltville, Virginia was a major focus for northern armies for two years. The 
price of salt was outrageous. Kraut and pickled beans could no longer be 
preserved. Soon a bushel of salt was $100 and before the end of the war the 
price went to $400 a bushel. Farmers couldn't buy imported goods and 
couldn't sell anything for export because of the northern blockade of our 
ports from Virginia to Texas. The only selling was in southern towns near 
where they lived and to the Confederate Army. Battles were not fought at 
Round Peak and Fisher River except for the county home guard catching a 
few deserters, but they felt the pinch. Bridges and railroads were destroyed 
to prevent transportation of goods with the South. There had already been 
an economic depression from 1857 to 1861 but we were coming out of it just 
before the war began January 9, 1861. There were major battles fought just 
over the mountains west and northwest of Fisher River in Surry County, 
North Carolina in 1863. 

In the 1862 tax list of Surry County William Norman had debts and 
interests of $520. He was 76 years old. After the war was over and slaves 
were freed, the former slave owners were losing their land along with small 
farmers. The North Carolina legislature passed the Homestead and 
Exemptions Act, Constitutional Amendment in October 1868. It was based 
on the 1776 Constitution, Article 1, the right to enjoy the fruits of their own 
labor. A man could keep $500 of his personal property and $1000 in real 
estate. The men at Shipps Muster Ground were not ignorant of what was 
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happening. William Norman (Uncle Billy Norman of Fisher's River Scenes) 
diedin 1869 but he knew about this new Constitutional Amendment as did 
the others. Taliaferro wrote that at every house that one passed by after a 
visit to Shipps Muster Ground the people would accost you, asking 
questions about what happened, it was the same if someone had been to the 
county seat at Rockford. Everyone learned by "askin questions." He wrote 
that there were very few people that did not attend the gatherings at Shipps 
Muster Ground. 

Ellis Franklin Jarrell fought in the Civil War in the Virginia Cavalry. 
Historians write that mountain men made the best cavalry for they were used 
to narrow trails. Ellis had been married nearly four years when he enlisted. 
He went over the mountain and joined up in Grayson County, Virginia. He 
had a 200-acre farm on Beaverdam Creek near Shipps Muster Ground. He 
had two very young children and a wife, Nancy Senter Jarrell. His brother 
Rufus Austin Jarrell was in the Confederate Army from March 18, 1862 
through February 27, 1865 and was wounded in his left leg twice and in both 
arms. 

By March 1862 the Confederate President ordered that all enlisted men 
be forced to serve a full three years and draft all able bodied white men 
between 18 and 35 years old, by February 1864 it was 17 to 50 year olds 
who were consripted and there was talk of using the slaves as soldiers. Who 
was left to care for the farms? Feeble old men, females, and young boys 
were left. The chief of their strength was forced to fight and die for a cause 
they had no part of. About all of those left at home could do was grow 
enough food to survive on. The fields soon were being taken over by briers 
and pine saplings, locust and poplar trees added their roots and seeds to the 
untended fields. Gardening was not a hobby in those days but "root hog or 
die." The Jarrells came back from the war broken and wounded. 

On August 22, 1868 the Justice of the Peace, Hasten Beamer, appointed 
free holders William Golding, John R. Greenwood and Ellis F. Jarrell to set 
apart and alot to Davis M. Holder, applicant for homestead a certain tract of 
land adjoining John Senter (and various personal property). This was in 
obedience to the 1oth Amendment to the N. C. Constitution that a man had 
the right to the fruits of his labor in spite of debt. He could choose what he 
wanted set aside that could not be sold. Davis kept his 120 acres, farm tools, 
rye seed, cattle, corn, pork, salt, oven, syrup, lard, furniture, bee hives, cattle, 
hogs, and sheep. 

At the same time the J.P. ordered William Golding, John R. Greenwood, 
and D. M. (Davis Maid) Holder to do the same for Ellis Franklin Jarrell in 
obedience to the lOth Amendment of theN. C. Constitution. Ellis kept 200 
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acres of land and his interest in another tract, his cattle, a mare, pigs, sheep, 
com, fodder, 800 pounds of tobacco, farm tools, pork and lard, a bed of 
cabbage, syrup, and household furniture. All of his furniture was valued at 
$36.50. D. Maid Holder's was valued at $21.00 (January 13, 1869). Wilma 
Jarrell Hiatt furnished these two records and there's probably more just like 
them. Under the reconstruction of the south the Federal Government was 
confiscating everything movable. The Ku Klux Klan rose up and 
straightened things out for the south but reconstruction lasted from 1867 to 
1877. 

The lOth Amendment to theN. C. Constitution gave families time to 
recover from the war and pay off their debts. It was not welfare but mercy. 
The 11th Amendment to theN. C. Constitution states that provision for the 
poor and unfortunate, and the orphan is one of the first duties of a civilized 
and a Christian state, therefore they shall provide for and define the duties of 
a board of public welfare. This was also an act of mercy but in the 1960s 
and 70s it became a right for all non-white people. I suppose that all of the 
southern states added amendments to their Constitutions but I only have the 
transcript of the North Carolina Constitution. I have chosen to end this 
sketch in 1870 so this will be the last of it. 

Treasures From the Past 
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