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From Staff Reports 
A varied but steady assort

ment of Pilot Mountain area 
residents including past and 
present town and community 
leaders dropped by the First 
Baptist Church last Sunday af
ternoon, all with one desire in 
common. All wanted to express 
to Mrs. Bernice Swanson just 
how much she has meant to 
them and to their community 
during the past 70 years. 

The afternoon was hosted by 
the church in honor and appre
ciation of Swanson, who has 
been a church member since 
1931 but recently moved to the 
Heritage Woods retirement 
community in Winston-Salem. 

"She is sorely missed," not
ed First Baptist Pastor Eugene 
Sherrill. "She has taken care of 
people in this community for 
years. I'll miss pulling into my 
driveway and having the phone 
ring. It would be Bernice letting 
me know of someone who was 
in need of my help." 

"I'm 90 years old," Swanson 
said. "I decided it was time to 
make the change. And this will 
let me be nearer my family." 

A son and daughter-in-law, 
Nat and Phyllis Swanson, live 
nearby in the Clemmons com
munity. A second son, David 
Swanson, resides with his fami
ly in Florida. 

Bernice Swanson came to 
Pilot Mountain from King in 
1930, after graduating from 
Guilford College and marrying 
O.N. Swanson, Jr. A lifetime 
Pilot Mountain resident, 0. N. 
Swanson brought his bride to 
the Main Street house where he 
was born. Bernice Swanson 
would continue to live in that 
bouse, across from First Baptist 
Church, until moving last 
month. 

While 0. N. Swanson was 
well-known for operating his 
downtown store, Bernice 
Swanson soon developed her 
own reputation in the commu
nity as a caring teacher with a 
real concern for her students. 
She went on to teach for 31 

LEAVING TOWN: Bernice Swanson is joined by great-grandchildren (from left) Bradley, Brit
tany, and Brandon Landreth during last Sunday's Bernice Swanson Appreciation Day at First 
Baptist Church. 

years in the Surry and Stokes 
school systems, often teaching 
generations of the same family 
and making lifelon1g friends of 
her students. 

"I guess I'm most proud of 
IPY· ~eaching and my work with 
~h~Ch.JJrch," she admitted when 
. asked~Though modest and qui
et by nature, Swanson was al
ways quick to offer a hand in 
the community around her, 
whether it be church, school, or 
the next-door community li-

brary. 
Long-time friend Ruth Stone 

was one of those in attendance 
Sunday. The two have worked 
together on numerous projects 
over the decades. 

"She's a close friend," an 
emotional Stone said, "and she 
will be missed. She's a leader 
who always wanted what was 
best for the town and for all of 
us. I love her and hate to see her 
go." 

"We're going to miss her 

and this town is certainly going 
to miss her," added Mayor 
Melvin Lambe. "She's always 
been one to go about doing 
good deeds without tooting her 
own hom. When you think of 
Pilot Mountain, you think of 
Mrs. Swanson." " 

"This is a good place to 
live," Swanson said, "and I'll 
miss it all. I'll miss my friends 
most. But I'll still keep in touch 
and I'll try to keep up with 
what's happening." 


