
vaca·ced it about a year ear1·:12rl\ vnen that bv.siness moved to a e~, br·:ci< 

building on the railroad. 

Mr . Smith came to Ekin from Lynchbu;:"::h v·il'ginia where he r,aa beer. 

employed as a traveling sa1esman for the 1:.,ho1c:sc."'.2 sr1Je ~obtc:r 

t~itt & Watkins; lat~r, Berry Gi!iian Corn;JC\iiy . P.,·,=-~2Y' estab:isnfr.; ·c: . .:: 

Tannery and Shoe Factory he cont~ nJed as a t:-o.ve. i ng sa~ esma~ for '.:'.1e 

~ynchburg firm for two years. 

The Elkin Shoe Company had a .i1odes t bc:g~nni ng; an fovestmen·.: of 

$600 was made in s·econd-han machinery; six v ts were used in '.:.~~ ·.: ..... ~ y ..... ':.., 

ar.d tie initial work force consisted of eight mer.. The :=irimary p:cdL.cb 

•tJas men's brogan work shoes. About twe1 ve pair of shoes were made eac:r. 

day; sol es were fixed to the shoe uppers with wooden pegs. From -d12 
II 

oeginning horse collars and harness were produced. The leather was 

tanned using the extract of Spanisn, White or Black Oak bark purchasec 

local farmers and mountain people . The:: barK was stripped from the n·e2s 

in the spring of the year, dried in stacks during the summer and ha~1ec 

or. horse-drawn wagons to the tannery ·; n tr.e fall. Ori ed oak bark 

commanded a price of $10-$12 per ton. C1 eaned cow hi des were turned ~ nto 

-eather by soaking them in the oak bark extracts for approximately six 

months. The factory was run on water power. 
wW'I 

The attached sketch~taken from letterhead used during the l890 1 s; 

it pictures the plant as viewed by an observer looking from the so~th. 



., 
") 
I . 

~he power p.ant is S hO'v'/i. ~ r. -~hG 7or·~grct..:7".c. .= ... '/\ 
. u. 

of leather as we 11 as manufac-:: .... :re of ho.mess 1Jas ccne -:n tne ~oft. h..,Tsc 

collars were made in the building across the road to the righ~. hides wer~ 

stored in a room built in the h~l side. 

~ The business grew and ~n 1909 a larger brick ~~ant ~as ~~~:t on t~e 
""',:r. '1'~t.c..,r .... ~ .. ~ l'V . 

west side of the Elkin Creek. The six m~~. ~or; brick re~ ·:re fort .e 

construction were supplied by Mr. Bob Poindexter 1 s brick plant locate~ 

in the Yadkin River bottom a s!1ort distance 2ast of E1K~n . " The orick 

were laid in the wall for $8 ~er 1 ,00 ..,. '£ E lrfr 'I"~ Q-.V1o•~- ~ '::.-.1 ·· / . F - • G !'- i tff f 

chrome leather was installed; the lea~he~ proG~ced was called E~~in :~ff-~~G~. 

Another letterhead sketch shows the .909 plant as seen fro~ the ~art~. 

The Elkin & Alleghany railroac can be se:en en the left side oft: c Ci\2t.,.;.. 

The ne\'1 tannery is shown beyond the mu1 ti -storied shoe ma:iufact r·: ng 

buildings . 

The primary product continued to be brogan work shoes. By 1914 

the rate of production had reached 1200-1500 pairs per day. Approximately 

225 people were employed . .,. Will Gilbert 1t-1as the first superintendent of 

shoe making; he was succeeded by Hough Transou and Lum Rogers. Joe Cna~~am . . 
~ I ~ , o--1... /,.,.A tw>c 'Jo w.) \:J~".:.,_ ~"'-;/'\ Ct:t;;.~ I -

was superintendent of fitting (se1ving); james- Tra[tSOU, supervised t:1e ·.:an:-.2ry 
&..111d..:<> h-~~ D""'r ~.;y_w--,i"""' "0r"'lt • .... ,. 4;) __ . ,.,., ~s ..... ......<-~ • 

for many years. Sid Hudspeth~was 1 n charge of harness ,,r::'.:t-:8i::riy. ... d--cJl,.,.;f~;-

Ouring these years the ElKin brogan shoes sold to merchants for 
l,lCf--. 

$1.70 to $1 .90 per pair. In the erIJP-1.y·yd::..-'f'-s selling was done by 

Mr. Smith. Later M. A. Biggs joined the fi~m as office manager and part-

time salesman.Subsequent~C. V. Smith and R. G. Smith became salesmen; 

even later Charlie White, S. 0. McGuire and Foley Dockery participatec 

in the selling. 



After World War I ~u~tomers were much less interes~ed i~ tne 
1'Wl4M4 

stiff brogan shoes VA change was made to wel t type work shoes but 

business(Ontinued to wane. In ·924 Mr. Smi-:::h SG1ld his interest in 

the £:s4f~ to Mr . Thurmond Chatham and l'ti r. Jim Hanes. The new 

management set out to produce popu·1 ar pY'i ced women 1 s and men· s dress 

shoes but the change over was not successful ana the business was 

liquidated in 1927-28. 
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