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Some ... a.ets about the Mt. Airy C:uarries. 
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Begizming· ot the quarry as a ~U§,p __ le-~v-o..n:t.Ul!O was ooincident 
with the coming o:f the railroad to .r.!t. i iry. Prior to that ti.ule the 
stone was v;orkad in a desultory nUU111er and it was ohie:ny dist~­
guiahe as t... picnic ground. Many a.n old man now living lla.s very tend r 
memories associated with the qua.rries as the place where he first met 
and oou.rtad her 1 who later was the sharer or hia Joys and sorrows and 
the mother ot his children. 

The beginnillg of the quarrying o,Pera.tio.ns <'ill we now know them 
dates back to 1809, a-t w.hich time too property wv.s acquired and the 
1ount Airy Granite Company was organized, with J. ~~. Odell as .President. 
Assoo1El.ted vlith him in this vent'I.U'e wEWe J. Va.nLindle.y, ,r. v.- Fry, 
Julius A. Gray. Thomas i.'oodrot"fe, Sr, J- M. Odell~ Ju.d.ge John L. Coch­
l~an and u. Kauffman. As sonn as the cor oration was organized, add­
itional property was pu.roht'tsed and arrangements made for the building 
of a two mile railroad trom the quarries to the To1ti'n of ...it .. Airy, to 
connect With the new railroad. 

Aft r this was completed the quarry wa.a equipped in a. mod6st way 
and contracts ·1ere solicited. and won. At 'this tirJJe the exposed rock 
was but a nara:ow strip through the nliddle of. the original :forty acres 
purchased, all the balu.noe being covered with earth and decomposed 
.;rani te in varying (tepthe and the portion having this overburden v;s.s 
i .L ·tu:rn covered by the original forest. At the pl"osent v.Ti ting the 
only survivor ot nll this verdure is a fine v.hite oa.k on the ed,bo of 
the roadway nea.:t' the cutting shed. This tree wa.a the corner marker for 
the original forty aoreB mentioned above. 

It was a.n llphill ~JDQ' fight for the origitLEl.l -quarrymen, as the 
stone was nev; to ~hv uarket, the operators: ine:'C_pe:,:tienoed nd their com­
petitors active~y hostile,. so mttch so tlmt i;l1..ey f''\tH)m to have descended 
to s.n e.l.must- uxihc~ietlablo oau.rpa.:i.e1J. o · mierepreae:ntation and. vi'l'lifica.­
tion. In a.ddition to t.i.is tirnes were hm•d an.d. money was scarce and 
a.lioost imposai ble to obtain. 

In ep ita of thise handicaps the granite made a steady progress 
towa.t'ds recogl'li tion by reputa.bltl arohi tecta. and it €;ra.<.lually became 
kno\vn as a. s ta.ndard granite. 

J?or several ye~.:rs prior to 1904 the lt. Airy Gre.n.i te Company 
cea.sea. active operations and leasod tho quarries a.nd ec;;ui_pn0nt to Thos. 
Woodrodf:re & Sons until in 1904, when the North Carolina G.rani te Cor:pn .. 
was organized by some ot the Stookhold.e:t·e o:r the old L-it. Air:y Granite 
Company &"ld a lot of outsiders. Thos. WoodJ.'o:ffe being .President of the 
new Cor Jorat1on. In the autumn of 1904 the ~ tirst portion of the 
present cutting shed was erected the work being :Cinishe;.." in 1905. Tn 
new twenty ton eloetric traveling oranes were installed, toc;ether with 
large oomp:reasors and other equipment • and with. the 1u:f'lu:x: ot addition­
al ca.pi tal from the sale ot stock e.:nd bonds the granite industry x·e­
cei ved a new impotus a.nd from tho.t time until the present the &rrowth 
has been a. gx•a.dual* healthy one. 

Ill looking baok over the history of this cuarry 011e rrJAy easily 
see where misplays were made and u.nbusineaslike things were done but 
one must admit that the present enviable status of the quarry is a dir­
ect a.nd positive result of the dogged persistence and 1.mbounded opti­
miSD. of the personoll that saw the poaaibili ties o:t the industry and 
year o.ft~Jr yoa:r kept hammering away, through lean yeare and fat. until 
an unknown and we might say- unwM.to stone, has become a standard Uy 
which a.llno at all other gra.ni tea are meas'lll'Od. 11 As '"ood as · t. Airya ie 
supposed to give a new gran! te a settled standing, or at least entitle 
it to x•espeotf'u.l consideration. 

At the pr sent time the qua.:t•ries consist of e. bout two hundred. 
acres, seventy two of which are in e.ctive operation. ::Cha deposit has 
a.n extreme height o! about one hundred teet above the railroad and is 
known to extend at least two htUldreu foet downward. How muoh f·urther 
it ttO. os dQwn nQ_one knows, although geologinta s-urmise that it eJttonds 
to a great dep~. 
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1tt. Airy Grani ta is u s ed in tho following forms:­

Cut and tiui shed. for 
Statuary, 
Uo:numonts, 
Public Mausoleums, 
Private Mausoleums, 
Bui ld.ings, 
Kellorgong Stones for paper mills, 
Bridges, 
Dry Docks. 
l;ngiae Bllil'ds, 
Tur-n !l:t.~.Uo Pivot Be.la for Hailroad. Round Hou.sea. 
Street Curbing, 
Pr..ving Blocks. 
Etc • 

.And in the rough for 
Monumental J'&B.X Yards to be cu.t. 
Building stone yards. 
Rubble £or rock faced ashlar tor churches, residences 
etc. 
H.i pr ap £or its: veri oue usa a. 
Cru.s.h.e1l stone for roads, buildings. floors, stucco, 
Al•tificial atone and sand for dressing station plat­
i'Qrms on our railroads. 

Production am.ow'lts to over thres thou.sa.nd ourload.a yeurly, valued at 
well over one million dollars. 

Shipments are made ;o avery etate East of the Rockies and south of 
Maine. Several. ~ pro1ninent buildings i.a Cuba are ouil t o:C' this 
Grani ·te. 

ov...., r 750 men are employed in t.ba gram:tu ind:u.stry hera and they reaei ve 
in pay over ~ goo.ooo.oo y arly. 

The mar~oth cutting sheds are 8BXJ e~uippod with all the latest and best 
machinery an the cranes and other lifting apparatus is oapable of 
handling anything tha.t a railroad car can transport. 

There is no limit to the size ot the stone tha·t can be gotten out. 1 ui te 
frequently they break a block tree from its bad one thousand feet long 
twelve feet wide a."1.d six :teet deep. This piece of stone is without a.n.y 
seams or cracks and would weigh ti;itxta83X 7,200 tons. ~his is then 
brokon up into eizes that ea.n be transportion. 

This abil.ity to gat any sized piece wanted together with ita qua.l­
i ty and the fa.cili ty with which it can be ha.udl ad. hao made the granite 
extrelllely popu1.ar for large monuments, and the wide and long roof stones 
required by certain L~usoleums. 

This com.pa.:tw has specialized on eommw1i ty mausoleums and novv haa 
over one hundre(l of these structures to 1 ts oredi t. and some of them 
have had aa many aa six additions built to them since tlle ori&.oinaJ. one 
was made. This method of caring for the dead. was at first looked on 
vdth considerable disfavor but now has become a standard structure in 
almost every large city. Some of them at•e fitted ~nside wititout regard 
to cost and are really dreams of beau.ty. .. 

~rhe g1~anite lends itself partioul.arly well to the bettor · forms of 
private mausoleums &ld literally thousunds of thom have boon built of 
1 t. At the preee.ut time the company rarely has less than from eight to 
ten mausolell.Q)s in course ot preparation at ouo time, 

Mt. JUry grani w was chosen for t 1& mem,j:r.•ia.l bridge over the 
Potomac River from I.~inooln ..lemoria.l. to Arlington Cemetery forming a 
link in one of' the most stupendous undertakings to make Wadlington the 
most beautiful city in the worli and to form a fitting tribute to the 
dead who have perished that the country might live. 
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Dne hundred s.nd two cars have a1raady gone on this bridge, all loaded 
to oapaoity with finished granite of the monu.rnental 6re.de and yet it 
wi.ll still require about two years to finish this part of the v;ork. 

~;hen Loredo Taft. the notetl soulptor, was commissioned to erect 
the war memorial for the men o:t Dan. ville, l).l. who gave ·their a.ll in 
the late World War that Democraoy might survive • he chose .Mt. Airy 
Granite as the vahiel.e that would best convey his ideas, although he 
had a free hand as to expandi tures and had all the finest granites and. 
marbl.ea c:t this and other countries to choose from. The en tire pedestal 
and approache a of this monument are Alt. Airy gra.ni te and at each corner 
of the monument there are fonr gre.ni te fi.sl'l.lrea carved in full relief, 
each over eight feet high ana. each represent1r1g a. branch of the Sorvioe. 

The grief-stricken. friends of tt Pop n Gef}rv, ·th<ii veterar1 horse­
man, looking around for a stone that they felt would best commemorate 
their loving respect for him, chose Mt. Airy a&."ld. tho lofty shaf'·t now 
stands ~n tho gup~y hillside as a fitting tribuXe to a splendid sports­
man and honorable gentleman, one who took his revorses without whining 
and his succe~aes with a becoming modes~. 

Very mf.i.tly of ·bhe firms now buying lit. A1TIJ have been doing this 
since the quarry started business and would not dream of using m1ything 
else where a light gray Bl'Wli te a an be used.. 

One of the later developments in Mt .. Airy granite is the making 
of rubble :tor rock ff~ced broken range work ruch as is seen in many 
churches and residences. This has become so very 1)0pula.r that this 
branch of the business has e;rown :from purely local. use to the shipment 
of t11ousands o:r tons yearly, chiefly to ci tios in the £iorth, a.nct this 
is against high freight rates ann keen local competition i~om quarries 
havin~ sou.rcely any freight to pay. Somf) a.rchi toots l~.ave , used this 
material in as nw.ny as twelve chtu-ches each during the past five years. 
One large seminary re qu1red. the shipment of eif#l t thousand tons. 

Mt. Airy granite aurbine; is standard for many Northern oi ties 
and :thundreds <.d~ miles of their stree te are pave(l with 1.1t .. Airy Paving 
Blocks. 
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