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Formal YMCA Opening.Set For Sunday 

J. F. YOKLEY 
• • . • promoter •••• 

JOHN M. REEVES 
• ••. donor 

John Reeves Donates 
$150,000 To Y MCAI 
Building Constructed 
In Honor Of Reeves 
Family Of Surry 

and brothers, E:uly and Mike
Mr. Reeves has donated $150,000 
to the local YMCA project, this be
ing one-fourth of the cost of the 
building and equipment. 

Yokley Organizer John M. Reeves, who once tramp
ed up and· down the Lovill's Creek 
inspecting his rabbit gum-s, was It was J. F . Yokley of Mount 
one of the many hundreds of per- Airy, a close friend of the Reeves 
sons who has made the new Reeves family, who lead the Mount Airy 
YMCA Community Center possible Airy people to the idea of a com
today. munity center. It was Mr. Yokley 

Mr. Reeves, born and reared in who made several trips to New 
Mount Airy, left . this section of York City to see Mr. Reeves in 
the country when a young man and refe:ence to plans. for the center. 
ventured in the world for a better ~me years ago,. m .1943, theca~-
life and found it. ! pa1gn for a Mount Airy commumty 

l. . center was launched and the people 
.He and his brothers, Early and of the city respo!1ded financially as 

M1ke, nov.: decease~, opened a small well as wholeheartedly in favor of 
cotton mill and m the years of the YMCA 
their business they became very ' 
prosperous and now the Reeves War Years 
chain of cotton mills throughout 
the South are among the largest 
in the nation. 
· " T'\l honor his 

After struggling through the 
war years with the idea of a build-

(Mor~ 14) 

Over 3,000 
Expected For 
Dedication I 

Hoey And Chatham 
Principal Speakers; 
Reeves To Attend 

Mount Airy's new $600,000 
Reeves YMCA Community Center, 
completed after seventeen months 
of construction, will be formally 
dedicated at ceremonies in the 
gymnasium Sunday, May 4, at 3 
p.m . 

CLYDE R. HOEY 
• ••. speaker . 

THURMOND CHATHAM 
• ••• speaker , ••• 

The "Y", described as "the fin--.. --:--------------- ------------
est in the South," will be open to 
public inspection at the formal 
opening and the YMCA officials 
cordially invite the people o f 
Mount Airy, S·n:ry County, North 
Carol ina anr tl•t irginia to attend 

{this long awa ~ ~:!if r·.rent. Over 3,000 
people are exp{c:ted to be present. 

YMCA Emphasizes 
Ch ri st\i an Ad:tion 

Principal speaker on the pro- . 
gram will be Clyde R. Hoey, of 1 It ~as b.een.though.t the YMCA. Is 
Shelby, senior senator from North an org~n~zatJon .. which f~sters Its 
Carolina who will deliver the dedi- own religious benefs and Is an end 
cation a'ddress. He will be intro- in ~tself ~n .interpreting Christian 
duced by Attorney H. 0 . Woltz. eth~~s . This Is not tr~e. The YMCA 

. natiOnally and here m Mount Airy 
~lso ma~mg a talk on the ?c- believes that the part of the YMCA 

caswn Will be Represe~tatJve is to emphasize Christian action 
Thurmond Ch~tham of Wmston- through all phases of its program. 
Salem and Elkm. In this way the YMCA acts as a 

J. Raymond Smith will introduce 
Representative Chatham. 

A tour of the entire building will 
be permissible before and after 
the dedication program. 

The dedication service will open 
at 3 p.m. with a hymn, "Bless This 
House," and invocation ·by Rev. 
Robert C. Pooley, president of the 
Mount Airy Ministerial Associa
tion. 

Opening remarks and a welcome 
will be given by J . F. Yokley, furn

guest, John M. Reeves of New 
York City, cotton industrialist, who 
made the initial donation to start 
the YMCA construction in Mount 
Airy in honor of his family. 

George M. Ivey, president of 
Ivey Stores and president of the 
Inter-State YMCA Association, 
will present the YMCA charter to 
Hugh Merritt. 

iture manufacturer who played one All YMCA personnel and dis
of the largest parts in making the tinguished guests will be recog
YMCA here possible. nized at the dedication. The pro-

Mayor W. Frank Carter, Jr., gram will conclude with the hymn, 
will introduce a most important 1 "Blest Be The Tie That Binds". 

supplementary agency to the home 
and church. 

It is not a church. but is a 
Christian organization controlled 
by representatives of many church
es. 

The purpose of the "Y"' is to 
build through physical, social, 
mental, and spiritual activities, a 
fellowship of youth united in loyal
ty to God and inter-ested in the de
velopment of a Christian character 
and personality in a Christian 
world. 

It is difficult to dispel the ef
fects of the home when speaking 
of the church and YMCA relation
ships for the home is still the basic 
center where morals are taught. 
Thus a close relationship of the 
home, church, and YMCA is needed 
to give the youth of today a well 
rounded background. 

The Mount Airy YMCA Is in
terested in the development of a 
full personality of its members. 
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Modern Recreation Facilities Available At Local YMCA 
Burton E. Badgett 
Accepts Position To 
Manage Game Room 

The recreation facilities at the 
new Reeves YMCA Community 
Center is to be cQmmended and the 
officials of the "Y" have already 
secured personnel for the depart-

- ment, it was announced recently. 

A modern snack bar is in the 
midst of the recreation depart
ment. Sandwiches and soft drinks 
will be served at all times and 
additional help wlll be avqilable at 
special events. 

The department includes three 
Brunswick pool tables and chairs 
jl;o watch the games and at the 
same time look out the large win
dows and see the gay events going 
l()n in the swimming pool. 

The ten beautiful Brunswick 
bowling alleys are now set up and 
1·eady for use. School children may 
.use the alleys for ten cents a line 
if they set up their own pins. 
Bowling in league games will cost 
fifteen cents a line while regular 
recreation bowling will cost twenty 
eents a line. 

Badgett Manager 

SNACK BAR-The above picture shows the new YMCA 
snack bar in the recreation department before it was 
decorated. It will be under the supervision of Burton 
Badgett of this city. (Staff Photo.) 

Room Supervisor of the YMCA, 
effective May 1. 

Mr. Badg·ett has charge of the 
ten bowling alleys and pool tables 
as well as the spacious ultra mod
ern snack bar. Also, he will super-

Burton E. Badgett, popular man- vise the planning of meals for the 
ager of the food and fountain ser- dining room and the purchasing of 
vice at Hollingsworth Drug Store, l food. 

Mount Airy High School. After 
graduating he worked for Wolfe 
Drug Store, leaving to enter the 
armed services. While in the ser
vice he was very active in band 
work, playing with the Infantry 
band in Austin, Texas. During 
1950-51 he was leader of the Mount 
Airy High School band. Since his 
return from military duties he has accepted rthe position of Game Mr. Badgett is a graduate of 

~ONGRATULATIONS 
ON COMPLETION OF THE NEW 

Reeves YMCA Community 

Center 

From Reddy Kilowatt 
Your Electric Servant 

Reddy Kilowatt is Ready to Serve. You in Every 
Room of This l\fodern Cultural Center for the 
Youth of Mount Airy - Join the "Y" Today! 

DUKE POWER COMPANY 
·~-7k~-~ 

"Y" GYMNAST LIFTED INCREDIBLE WEIGHT 
Before introducing his own and 

revolutionary system of light gym
nastics, Robert J. Roberts, pioneer 
of YMCA gym practices, gave 
one final demonstration of his in
credible strength. 

In a public exhibition he lifted 
2,200 pounds hanging from a yoke, 

been in the restaurant business for 
himself and with the Hollings
worth Drug Store for about 3 
years. 

Officials of the YMCA are confi
dent that Mr. Badgett will be a 
fine addition to the staff. C. W. 

picked up 500 pounds with his 
fingers, and raised a 120-pound 
dumbbell with each hand. At the 
time he became the "superintend
ent" of the gymnasium of the Bos
ton YMCA, in 1875, practice equip
ment included cannonballs weigh
ing up to 50 pounds. 

Cockrell, general secretary, said, 
"We are happy to announce that 
Mr. Badgett is going to be with us. 
No one could have been more high
ly recommended. Wie are confident 
that the game room activities will 
develop sucaessfully under h i s 
management." 

on the completion 

of the new 

Reeves 

YMCA 
Community 

.... 

Center 
+ 

LET'S ALL 

GIVE IT 

OUR ACTUAL 

SUPPORT 

• + 

Granite City 
Motor Co. 

- Your FORD Dealer ~ 

Mount Airy, North Carolina 
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We Are Happy To Offer Our 

, to Mount Airy's New 

Reeves YMCA Community 
Center 

Mount _.Airy should be so very pr~ud 

of its new YMCA building. It is con

sidered one of the finest in the south 

and those responsible for its creation 

should be complimented on this beau-. 
tiful new building. 

OFFICERS 

W. L. GLANCY President 

R. P. JONES Vice-President 
-

f. D. LEWIS Vice-President 

6. S. ROBERTSON Asst. V.-Pres. 

J. D. YORK Ass't. V.-Pr~dent 

R. F. ALlJRAN Secreta.ry-Treas. 

Dobson Office 

J. HERMAN COE Vice-President 

MRS. FRANCES G. SCOTT Treas • 

MRS. LOIS S. !lODGES Ass't. T • 

DIRECTORS 

M. C. FOWLER, Chairman 
J. HERMAN COE 
J.D. LEWIS 
H. L. HENNiiS 
JOHN SOBOTTA 
E. W. HOLT 
P. A. TYNDALL 
R. M. ·SMITH 
W. L. GlANCY 
R.P.JONES 
W. R. BOYLES 
D. W. HEMMINGS 

• 

Surry County Ldan & Trust Co. 
Dobson ~ount Airy 
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Committees Are Listed For Mount Airy's New YMCA 
Policies Will Be 
Made By Laymen 
In "Y" Operations 
The layman in the YMCA is the 

s o u r c e of the association's 
strength. Only through good lay 
service can the YMCA be made 
strong. 

Serving on committees is one 
of the most important services that 
a layman can render, for it is 
~hrough committees that the poli
cies, practices, and general theme 
of the total program of our YMCA 
iare effected. 
. C. W. Cockrell, general secretary 
of the YMCA, commented, "Com
mittees are the working centers of 
our YMCA. They are the points 

I Chicago 'Y' First 
To Have Gymnasium 

The term "mercHant p~ince". 
favorite journalistic title for a suc
cessful businessman in the mid-
1800s, was first applied to John 
V. Farwell, who contributed funds 
for the construction of the first 
YMCA building in Chicago. 

Erected in 18o7, the structure 
was the first "Y" building to fea
ture a gymnasium. The latter, 
though, w.as operated by and for 
the use of an outside athletic or
ganization and was not the first 
gym for exclusive use of "Y" mem
bership. 

where cooperativ.e thinking is done, Belton, Joe Jackson, M. A. Thomas, 
where policies are formulated and John Frank, Wm. E. Merritt, Jr., 

.r planning carried out. . . Ross Francisco, L. B. Pendergraph, 
"They bring together the persons WHERE WE DINE- Spacious quarters provide room for Rev. Carrington Paulette Ted 

whose interests and abilities are banquets with seating capacity of over 350. Accordian ,Reece, Mrs. Joe Fowler, Pat ,A. 
1·elated to the work to be done. doors enable management to convert banquet room into Tyndall, Howard Woltz, Jimmy 
They work in special areas of i three separate compartments. (Staff Photo.) Barher, Jimmy Shaw, Lester 
l'esponsibility within the total or- I Haynes, Wayne Boylesj, H. s.~ 
ganization. They are set up to Broome, A. P. Phillips, Wm. Reece, 
carry certain responsibilities on Lewis, Hugh Merritt, John Frank, Ben Graves, Mrs. R. M. Caldwell, Bloom Ashburn, Phil Cranford, 
behalf of the YMCA. Policies and Lindsay Holcomb, Randall Spar- Mrs. Gray Sydnor, Mrs. W. J. Joe Hall, Gerry Robinson, M. w. 
plans which they f01·mulate come ger, and Robert E. Smith. Shuford, Mrs. J. A. Sitison, Mrs. Slate, and George Sparger. 
to the Board of Directors for ap- Larry Phillips, Jim Hiatt, Rev. 
proval. Personnel Robert C. Pooley, Earl Watson, 

"The interests of the people of Joe Jackson, chairman; Charles and Mrs. H. S. Broome. 
Mount Airy and surrounding areas Sykes, John Geiger, Fred Preddy, 
and the high hopes these people and Frank Sydnor. 
have for their YMCA and its 
Christian purposes will be upper
most in the minds of these com
mittees as they meet time and time 
-again to lay the foundation for our 
YMCA.'~ 

The committees, chairmen, and 
n1embers are as follows: 

Men's and Boys' Work 

Marty Thomas, chairman; Tom 
Macon, Captain Bennie Lewis, R. 
L. Perkins, James Johnson, Dr. 
Carl Thomas, W. A. Shelton, and 
Maynard Beamer. 

Physical Education 

E. C. Belton, chairman; A. C. 
Lackey, James Combs, F. Rees, 
J. C. Woltz, Ben Graves, W. J. 
Seigler, Mrs. Joe Jackson, Mrs. 
W. J. Shuford, and Mrs. Ted Reece. 

Membership and Organization 

Business and Finance Women's and Girls' Work Hugh Merritt, chairman; J. H. 
Crossingham, J. R. Smith, D. C. 

Community Relationships and 
Bervice 

John Frank, chairman; Rev. 

International 'Y' 
Head Was Writer 

The first general secretary of 
the international committee of tha 
YMCA was a newspaperman, 
Richard Cary Morse of New York 
city. While on the staff of the New 
York Observer, a religious week
ly, his coverage of a "Y" conven
tion led to editorship of a publica
tion, from which post he went on 
to the secretaryship. 

Morse's uncle, Samuel F. B. 
Morse, invented th~ '-L,;,:"-gr<.'£.~ A 
grandfather, Jedediah Morse, wa 
"father of American geography.'' 

Robert C. Pooley, W;m. E. Merritt, 
Jr., Roy Hutchins, Dennis Moody, 
Wilson Barber, Will Monday, L. P. 
Wrenn, Sr., Mrs. Robert Perkins, 
Mrs. Frank Sydnor, Willie Johnson, 
R. E. Ashby, Ralph Epperson, 
Thomas Ashby, Frank Carter, Ras
tus Poore, Claude Johnson, Kester 
Sink, and Mrs. H. S. Broome. 

Building and Equipment 

Lindsay Holcomb, chairman; 
Dennis Moody, Archie Carter, W. 
H. Foy, and E. C. Belton. 

Additional committees will be 
set up as needed. 

• 
J. R. Smith, chairman; D. c.\ Ross Frmy.:isco, chairman; Mrs. Lewis, Lindsay .?olcomb, E. C. \, 

OUR STRENGTH 

BEST WISHES 
TO THE NEW 

Reeves YMCA 
'Community Center 

••• 

We're proud to live in a city 

that can build such a modern 

and beautiful "Y." 

• 

Mount Airy Chair 
Mount Airy, N. C. 

Co. 

tomorrow ... 

lies in the building we 
do with our youth 

today. The New Reeve~ 

YMCA Community 

Center is a great coli .. 

tributing factor! 

Belks 
@-iii.i1*11¥111*'1116 

• 
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We're Very Proud of Our 

New $600,000 YMCA 

Jl-t of!aol ... 

A Home For Our 

Young People 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS 

PINE . STATE 
KNITWEAR CO. 

-Makers of-

ARENA Sportswear 
Mount Airy, N. C. 
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YMCA Will Offer Full Sports Program For Boys and Girls 
Babe Belton Is 
Head Of YMCA 
Physical Program 

and footballs. The basic techniques 
of some sports are taught by these 
·games and stunts. These periods 
are in charge of trained directors 
who take special care to see that 
these boys and girls have a good 

E. C. (Babe) Belton, chairman time in an orderly way. 
of the YMCA !'hysical Education Intermediate boys and girls will 
Committee, when asked what kind meet each' week at regular times 
of sports program will be put on for gym classes at the YMCA. 
at the "Y" said "The committee These youngsters can be organized 
wants the 'boys 'and girls of all into teams to play each other in 
the area around Mount Airy, as the various sports according to 
well as the city proper, to know the season. The physical directors 
that there will be a full sports pro- will spend much time in coaching 
gram offered them at the YMCA. and teaching, but there will be lots 
Our committee is working out the ' of time- for play and practice and 
details of scheduling and other fun. Leagues, tournaments, or 
matters, all of which will be pub- meets can be run off for them in 
lished when completed." basketball, softball, tennis, and 

The men and boys physical di- swimming. 
rector, Carl Peters, has just join- Older boys and girls of high 
ed the YMCA staff, and soon now, school age will have regular times 

play handball and volleyball. 
Swimming and diving will be 

stressed in the summertime fbr all 
groups. There will be periods of 
instruction for those who want to 
learn to swim as well as for those 
who want to learn to swim better. 
It is hoped that a YMCA swim
ming team for both boys and girls 
can be organized to comp-ete 
against other YMCA teams. YM 
CA and Red Cross Junior and Sen
ior Life Saving and water safety 
courses will be offered to those 
who can qualify to take it. 

A full program for men and wo
men will also be · offer-ed in the 
"Y" physical program, details of 
which will be published later. Also 
there will be "Family Nights", 
"Father and So~1" and "Mother 
and Daughter" events from time 
to time. 

the summer schedule will be an- when they can come and use the , Mattoon, Ill. - John F. Wil
nounced. physical department at the "Y": Iiams, 63, believes in getting his 

The program would be some- There will probably be some times political bid early. He announced 
what like that found in YMCA's when they may drop in for an in- his candidacy for mayor recently, 
similar to Mount Airy. In the early formal workout. although the primary and election 
afternoons during the school year It is hoped that church leagues, is more than a year away. 

SWIMMING POOL-The outdoor swimming pool, shown 
above, is Gomplete in every respect. Shown at the far end is 
a diving section for the elders. A secti~n for tots is not 
shown in the picture. (Staff Photo.) 

the younger boys and girls will Hi-Y. Tri-Hi-Y, and other leagues 
come to attend gym classes or per- can be organized for this group. 
iods each week. These periods will Representative teams of these boys 
be followed by a good shower bath. and girls can play aga\nst other 
The young boys and girls will take YMCA teams in different sports. 
part in games, relays, and stunts I Besides basketball, softball, tennis, 
that will require the handling of and swimming, there will be times 

' volleyballs, basketballs, softballs, when members of this class may 

To Mount Airy's New 

Reeves YMCA 

Community Center 

We join with all the other 

proud Mount Airians in 

congratulating those r€s

ponsible for the building of 

Mount Airy's new YMCA. 

It is destined to become one 

of Mount Airy's leading 

cultural centers. Let's all 

give it the support it de

serves. _ 

93 . 

Are In Store For 

Reeves YMCA Community Center 

• 
We Are Happy To Have 

Been Selected As 

ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS 
For This Fine Building 

• 
Inman Electrical Contractors 

127 North Main Street i-sM!Wrf:b I 

~----------------~[~----------------~--------~ 
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To Mount 

Beautiful 
Airy's 

New 

YMCA Communi!'! Cenler 

All of us at The First National Bank are happy to· see the YMCA open 
its doors in Mount Airy. We are proud to lend our congratulations to 
those responsible for raising the funds and of the actual building of this 
beautiful new YMCA. It is a credit to Mount Airy and we should all _get 
behind the "Y" program. How about taking out a membership today?J 

rhe First National Bank 
~falA:J~eJ in 1893 

OFFICERS DIRECTORS 

[). c. Rootor, Prestderut and Trust Officel' 
:HJency Folger, Vice Presidenrt 
Fred Folger, Vice Presiderut 
G. Thomas FaJWcetlt, Ca:sh~er and 

AsSiista'Illt TriUSt Officer 
J. B. Graves, .AS'Siistmt Oalslh1er 
iR. I. Perkins, Assistant Cashier 

N . . W. Dobbins 
Dr. Moil'S. Martin 

Fred Foager 
J. G. Harri\SOll 

Henry FOilger 
D. 0. Reotor 

o. 'l1hos. F'awcett 

1-
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Local YMCA Kitchen Facilities Are The Best Available 
There are no better kitchen faci

lities in all North Carolina than 
in the new Reeves YMCA Com

'ImJolil.i.ty Center . 
..;;i i t h everything practically 

· · ss steel, the kitchen and the 
'ill be able to cook for two 

thousand persons withou~ 
.rouble if such an occasion 

_..,mid occur. 
The china pattern is called "Co

[onia~ Homestead", which is a 
beautiful green pattern trimmed 
in white. This pattern has recently 
become very popular in homes. The 
silver is stainless steel. 

A "dumb waiter" --elevator was 
installed to take food from the 
kitchen to the bottom floor gym 
where it may be necessary to feed 
large crowds that the dining rooms 
cannot handle. 

Women Active In YMCA 
250,000 Participants 
In Various Activities 

Approximately a quarter of a 
million women and girls use YM 
CA facilities throughout the world. 

Representing 13.5 per cent of 
the total YMCA membership, wo
men have played a historical role 
in the "Y" movement almost since 
the founding of the first American 
association in Boston in 1851. 

YMCA formed the Women's Cen
tral Association for Relief. By the 
end of the Civil war, they had col
lected and administered more than 
$5,000,000 for soldiers' needs. Of 
the 1,433 YMCA's reporting to the 
national headquarters in 1950, 899 
listed women and girls participat
ing in their programs. 

'Y' Founded First 
'Alphabet' Agency 

The kitchen facilities include an 
electric stainless steel stove, stain~ 
less steel wash pans and cooking 
,vessels, and a large exhaust fan 
over the range which will change 
the air in the whole building every 
few minutes. 

ALL STAINLESS STEEL-The YMCA kitchen, probably 
the most modern in North Carolina, is all stainless steel 
as shown above. _(Staff Photo.) 

While their activities were gen
erally confined to Women's Aux
iliaries during the movement's 
formative years, the feminine "Y" 
a d h e r e n t s made contributions 
which helped to shape the char
acter and growth of the YMCA. 
Women also gave impetus to the 
growth and spread of the _ boys' 
work of the YMCA, now one of the 
most important projects under "Y" 
sponsorship. 

The first American Wartime 
"alphabetical" agency was the US 
CC, initials of the United States 
Christian Commission· founded by 
the YMCA in 1861 to promote 
spiritual and physical welfare of 
Union troops in the Civil war. The 
commission was the forerunner of 
the USO. 

Dr. Crane 
Green walls make the kitchen at

tractive and the yellow tile floor is 
grease-proof. There is a back en
trance to the kitchen as well as two 
front entrances. p ra ·1 ses 

Of modern convenience in the 
kitchen is a stainless steel dish-·1 
washer, electric .slicer, electric YMCA 
mixing machine and electric potato 
peeler. 

------ ---- Dr. George W. Crane who con-

U.S. Grant Mistaken 
For YMCA Worker 

ducts the column entitled "The 
Worry Clinic" which runs in many 
newspapers over the U. S. had this 
to say about the YMCA's in his 

One of the most amusing anec- column in the Charlotte News: 
dotes i~ the h_is.tory of the YMCA "The YMCA does not compete 
deals With a VISI~ of ~eneral Grant with churches or duplicate in their 
to one of the diet kitchens oper- ff rt , 
ated by the U. S. Christian com- e 0 s. . 
mission, the pioneer welfare agen- I "No, the 'Y' coordinates ~he fi~e 
ey for American troops created by work. of all c_hurches. Besides, It 
the "Y" during the Civil war. :&lrmshes t:amed Y?~jj? lead~rs 

While on an inspection visit to and recreatiOnal facihbes which 
a military hospital kitchen the most churches can't afford. 
Union general was accosted by one "For example, it makes a swim
of the patients. Mistaking Grant ming pool and ·gymnasium avail
for a commission worker, the sol- able to every church, thus serving 
dier demanded: "See here, Chris- as the active youth center for 
tian, won't you bring me a pair every single Sunday School and 
of socks?" Shielding his all-too- church in its entire _area! 
familiar face, General Grant re- "Moreover, it is the official con
sponded, "I'll see that you get tact agent between religion and the 
them." He did. public schools, for in its Tri-Hi-Y 

More than 50 of the kitchens and Hi-Y Clubs at high schools, it 
were in operation during the Civil renders a wonderful service in 
war and were staffed by 106 "lady combating delinquency. 
managers." Their primary task "Another unique function of the 
was to furnish wholesome food to 'Y' is to take over where the Boy 
the wounded. and Girl Scouts leave off. 

First 'Y' Delegates 
Were All Under 40 

Most of the delegates attending 
the- first national convention of 
YMCA's in the United States, held 
in Buffalo, N. Y., June 7, 1854, 
were under 30 years of age, and 
none was over 40. 

"The scouting movement does a 
remarkable service to· American 
youth, but after the age of 15, 
young folks generally begin to 
lose interest, except for the few 
who are made patrol leaders. 

"By the age of 16, young people 
become more interested in high 
school affairs, including their 

One of the Finest in America Today .•• 

OUR NEW 

REEVES YMCA 
Community Center 

• 
ALL OF MOUNT AIRY 

IS PROUD OF THIS 

GREAT INSTITUTION 

• 

JACKSON BROS. 

school athletic teams. 
"So the 'Y' steps in at this criti

cal high school stage and salvages 
the graduates of the Boy and Girl 
Scout organizations. 

"Furthermore, the 'Y' is t h e 
main Christian '$ales' organization 
for those 72,000,000 people in the 
USA who do not belong to any 
church whatever. 

Our 

Woman Secretary 

In 1886, the Buffalo YMCA ap
pointed Miss Ellen Brown as boys' 
work secretary. She held that posi
tion for 20 years and had more 
than 5,000 boys enrolled in her 
Bible classes. On April 25, 1861, 
women of the New Y{)rk City 

Heartiest 

The citizens of Mount Airy can 
be justly proud of this beautiful 
new YMC'A. It is one of the finest 
in a city of this size of any in the 
United States. Much credit is due 

. to those who were responsible for 
its creation. 

Indians Were 'Y' 
Members In 1879 

As early as 1879 Indians were 
members of the YMCA. One of 
the early secretaries who worked 
among the Sioux, Arthur Tibbetts, 
was known to the Indians as 
"Walking Horse." 

JOIN 
THE 

"Y" 
TODAY 

Blue Ridge Insurance Agency 
R. P. Jones • Ernest C. Collins 

Mount Airy, N. C. 
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A ·salute 
To Mount Airy's NewesH 

We Congratulate the people of Mount Airy · upon the 

completion of their Splended New 

Reeves ·YMCA Community 
The people of Mount Airy have every right to take tremendous personal 

pride in the completion of the beautiful new YMCA building. It is -in 

every sense of the word-OUR building; a community enterprise, made 

possible by the individual contributors of Mount Airy men and women 

and Mount Airy business firms. The new YMC'A structure is a magnifi

cent and living testimonial of their faith, their work, their determination 

and their g·enerosity. It is a symbol of the great power of free men 

working together, willingly and for the common good. 

Center 

Workmen's Federal Savings & Loan Assn. 

DIRECTORS 
J . S. Belton 

R D . . G!eloll'ge 

G . . c. LcMlll 

wa~e c. IMO'ddy 

M. H . Sparger 

.:A.B.~r 
W. M. Lewis 

Dr. MQ!ir S. M:M-ttin 

fiP"\,_ John Sobottla 
A. G. Webb 

Mount Airy, North Carolina 

OFFICERS 

Dr. Moir S. Martin, Presildent 

M. H. Sipal'ger, Vic·e Rresident 

R. D. Ge<l'I'ge, Secnetacy-Trea~urer 

J. W. Prrut!har, Asst. Secretary-Treaoorer 
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'B ,, unny Cockrell Is Qualified New YMCA Secretary 
f'Y" Management 
ln Hands Of Native 
-Pt Virginia 

The- Reeves YMCA Community 
~enk >fficials were happy, in-

~d obtain the services of C. 
~ . .mny) Cockrell as general 
-~·etary and director of the "Y" 

in the Granite City. 
.Mr. Cockrell, known for many 

years by his friends as "Bunny", 
wants the people of Mount Airy I 
to call him that name. He came 
here to assume his duties on De
cember 1, 1951. 

In the past few months he has 
been busy making arrangements 
for various YMCA projects in the 
local CO!lfmunity center and his 
time on these projects is already 
beginning to pay off. 

Mr. Cockrell told The NEWS 
that he felt the YMCA building in 
Mount Airy was the finest in 
North Carolina and one of the best 
in the South. He came here from 
Charlotte where he was with the 
YMCA there. He>wever, he says 
the building in Mount Airy is far 
superior to the one in Charlotte in 
every respect and that the people 
in the Granite City really have 
something to brag about whe-n it 
comes to the YMCA. 

Mr. Cockrell is a native of Mid
dlesbtirg, Virginia. He graduated 
from Randolph-Macon College and 
received his MA degree in educa
tion from William and Mary Col
lege. He has taught in public 
schools, having been principal and 
coach in the high schools. He was 
with the Petersburg, Va., YMCA 
before going to Charlotte. 

It is the opinion of Mr. Cockrell 
that the YMCA here should be 
more than successful. He wishes I 
to meet every mother and father 
arid boy and girl and become ac
qu'ainted with them. He invites 

to visit him at his office in 
at any time. 

and Mrs. Cockrell and faro-

C. W. (BUNNY) COCKRELL 

ily are residing in the home of 
Elmer Badgett at 103 Taylor 
Street. 

'Y' Heating System Controls Various Building Sections 
Filtering System 
Cleans Water In Pool 
Every Six Hours 

pletely outfitted to best serve the is pumped through the filters 
use of the gymnasium and swim- every six hours and in addition to 
ming pool. being cleaned, is chemically treat-

The swimming pool is equipped ed for most healthful water con
The new Reeves YMCA Com- with a compiete filtering system. ditions and maximum bathing com

munity Center is heated by a mod- It is a new ~ype, ~nly re~ently de- fort. A testing set will be used so 
·1 f' d h t' t , . ..., veloped, which Will furmsh clear, 

~rn OI Ire ~a mg sys em~ 1Xhl~Mo ·clean water to a greater degree that the best water conditions can 
IS thermostatically controlled. m than has normally be-en obtained be accurately maintained. This 
sepa:ate zones sodthaht gymnasmm, for swimming pools in time past. work was also completed by the 
bowlmg alley an ot er areas can Th t " t t f th 1 I ld c 
be maintained at th-e most com- --;;;;;;;;e;;e;;n;;;;Ir;;e;;;;;;c;;o;;n;;a;;n;;;;s;;;;o;;;;;;;;e;;;;p;;o;;o;;;;;;n;;g;;o;;;;;;;;;;o;;m;;p;;a;;n;;y;;. ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ 
fortable temperature for the aj::ti- P 

vity which is involved, a spokes-
man for the Ingold Company of 
Hickory stated. The Ingold com
pany installed the heating system 
as well as doing the plumbing in 
the building. 

In addition, any of the areas 
which are not in use can be main-
tained at lower temperatures for 
fuel economy. This system also 
furnishes hot water for a modern 
kitchen and for the showers and 
dressing rooms which are com-

We, and all Mount Airy 
are exceedingly proud 
of this magnificent 
new building. 

BEST WISHES 

Reeves 
YMCA 

Community 
Center 

To The New 

Reeves YMCA Community 

Center · 

• 
Tyndall Auto SupplY 

Your GOODRICH De.aler 

Carl W. Steele 
. '/jour Jeweler 

Main Street 

Reeves YMCA Community Center 

• 
Blocks and 
Ready Mixed Concrete 

furnished by 

Badgett Concrete Products 
Mount Airy, N. C. 
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Reeves YMCA .Community Center 

A BEAUTIFUL, A USEFUL BUILDING 

A lasting memorial to the building committee 
and public spirited citizens of Mount Airy who 
have given so generously of their time and means 
to make t~js project possible. 

WE HAVE ENJOYED BUILDING THE 
COMMUNITY ' CENTER 
and wish to salute the Mount Airy 
L e a d e r s , our Sub-contractors and 
Material Men without w h o m t h i s 
program could not have been com
pleted. 

Hickory Construction 
Building . Conlraclord 

Box 812 
Hickory, N.C. 

Co. 

Dial 2185 
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Peters Accepts Position As YMCA Educational Director 
Well Known 
Organization 

In 
Of "Y" Has Club Program For Younger Boys And Girls 

Gra-Y is a program unit of the ., -YMCA Programs 
The officials of the new Reeves 

YMCA Community Center were 
glad to obtain a man like Carl 
Peters to fill the position of Di
l'ector of Physical Education and 
Club Work for both boys and men. 

I 

YMCA for grad~ or elementary 
school boys and girls, approxi
mately 9 to 12 years of age. The 
name Gra-Y is an abbreviation of 

pecially during the school year. 
5. It chooses some leaders such 

as president, treasurer, and other 
officers. 

6. It uses small committees for 
planning activities. 

together: 
To be friendly, to respect and 

serve others, to be healthy, to 
show good sportsmanship, to be 
helpful at home, to keep up in 
school work, to take part regularly 
in church activities, and to be 
reverent to God. 

grade school and YMCA. A Gra-Y 
Club may be organized in any set
ting where grade school boys and 
girls are found-in homes, schools, 
churches, and the YMCA building. 

A good Gra-Y Club usually has 
the following characteristics: 

1. It consists nf about a dozen 
members about 9, 10, and 11 years. 
of age, who may be in the same 
school, or who for some other rea
son are brought together with a 

7. It uses appropriate rituals, 
such as simple opening and closing 
ceremonies, introduction of offi
cers and new members, and chart
ering. 

8. It affiliates with the local, 
state, and national Gra-Y fellow
ship. 
The Gra-Y Purpose and Platform 

The first Gra-Y Club was or
ganized in 1924, in Morris Cove, 

Mr. Peters has had 13 years of 
experience in this field of YMCA 
work, having served with the 
YMCA's in Loui~town, Pa.; 
Greensboro, and Covington, Ky. He 
ihas done outstanding work in 
swimming, and in organizing phy
sical education classes and com
munity recreation groups. I 

"Y"' leader to achieve the Gra-Y 
purpose. 

Boys become members of Gra-Y 
Clubs by subscribing to the Gra-Y 
purpose and platform, which 
reads: 

a small town in Connecticut. This 
group of ten boys called themsel
ves the "Morris Cove Gra-Y Club". 
The Gra-Y name caught hold; and 
since 1924 the movement has 
grown rapidly, with thousands of 
clubs now being located in dH'- -
ferent towns and cities through
out the United States. 

C. W. Cockrell, general secretary 
of the "Y:' said, "Mr. Peters comes 
to us with the best of recommenda
tions and we feel that we are 
very fortunate to have secured him 
as a member of our YMCA staff. 
His previous work has proven him 
to be outstanding in the field of 
physical education." 

Mr. Peters came to Mount Airy 
May 1 to assume his position. His 
wife and daughter will join him as 
soon as they have completed ar
rangements for moving. 

CARL PETERS 

'Y, Thought Chess 
A Dubious Sport 

Ches~ was once regarded by the 
YMCA as a dubious indoor sport. 
Although the San Francisco "Y", 
opened in 1869, included a chess I 
room among its features, other 
YMCAs warned that in some lo
calities the game might prove 
harmful. 

Reeves 

I 

YMCA Community Center 

• 
We Are Proud 

To Have Furnished 

Structural Steel 

Steel Sash 

Overhead Doors 
For Your New and Modern Building 

STEEL · MEANS 
A 

LIFETIME 
OF 

STRENGTH 

• 
Salem Steel Co. 
Dial 3-7361 1725 Vargrave 

Winston Salem, N. C. 

2. It builds its program around 
the needs, interests, and capacities 
of younger members. It tries to do 
this by helping members carry out 
the Gra-Y purpose. 

3. It has an adult leader ap
proved by the YMCA. 

4. It meets once a week, es-

PURPOSE: "As members of 
Gra-Y it is our purpose to be 
strong in body, mind, and spirit 
and to live in a christian way in 
our home, schools, churches, and 
neighborhoods. 

PLATFORM: Members achieve 
the purpose of Gra-Y by striving 

/i · 

Site of the first YMCA work 
for American armed forces was 
Portsmouth, Va., where in 1856 
the local association conducted 
meetings aboard a U. S. Navy 
training vess·el and donated books 
for the ship's library. 

REEVES 
YMCA Community 

After enjoying the activities 

at the YMCA relax, refresh 

yourself with an ice cold 

coke. 

IN BOTTLES 

Center 

JOIN YOUR YMCA TODAY 

• 
Bottled Under Authority of the Coca-Cola Company by 

Mount Airy Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Inc. 
Mount Airy, N. C. 
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Reeves 

YMCA 
Community 

Center 

We Extend 

Our Sincere 
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The North Carolina Granite Corporation____. 
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Ha+e Yokley Works Out Color 
l 
.i. -~ 'beautiful lobby of the 

Reeves YMCA Community Center 
has the finishing touches of one 
of Mount Airy's best fu rniture de
signers and manufacturers-Hale 
Yokley. 

Mr. Yokley took special care in 
'seeing that everything was just 
1J:ight and he didn't leave a single 
item undone. 

The furniture, built especially 
for the YMCA by Mount Airy 
Mantel and Table, has a pickled 
finish which has be-en duplicated 
on the ash pieces of the furniture. 
It was designed by Ray Sobota of 
Michigan. 

The lobby is surrounded by beau
tiful tall glass and the swimming 
pool and outdoor activities may be 
seen from the lobby. 

The floor of the lobby is tan 
n1arble-ized asphalt tile. 

BEAUTIFUL LOUNGEr-Shown above is the beautiful 
lounge at the new Reeves YMCA Community Center that 
will be available to the citizens of Mount Airy for a com
fortable and restful evening when they feel like they need 
to take a night out. (Staff Photo.) 

The furniture includes uphol
stered chairs ·of "Malagaska" 
cloth, a new synthetic material. 
The lobby has two secretary desks, 
card tables which may also be con
verted rnto discussion tables, a 
t•ound coffee table with chat chairs 
and several other coffee tables sur-
l'Ounded by sofas and various types Brooklyn YMCA a gymnasium, an honor divided in 

1869 by the Washington, D. C., San 
Francisco and N~w York City as
sociations. In 1859, the Brooklyn 
"Y" launched a drive for a gym, 
selling shares at $10 each. The plan 
floundered when the Civil war 
broke out. 

of ,chairs, all being of the contem- First With Swimming 
porary provincial design. 

The lobby is estimated to hold 
more than 50 persons in comfort 
and Mr. YokJ.e.y said it would be 
improved· in design and color as 
additional funds are available. 

The Brooklyn YMCA, the first 
association to include a swimming 
pool among its facilities, barely 
missed being the "Y" to construct 

To 

YMCA Opening 
(Continued from front page.) 

ing, the government as well as 
money kept the possibility of a new 
YMCA at a low par. By the time 
materials were released again af
ter the war the cost had gone up 
to such an extent that the com
mittee couldn't see the funds avail
able for the building. 

However, another donation from 
Mr. Reeves and with the help of 
many industries and individuals in 
Mount Airy, enough money was 
raised to start talking of the cen
ter again. 

On October 24, 1950. a building 
committee consisting of J. F. Yok
ley, chairman, D. C. Lewis, Hugh 
Merritt, J. Raymond Smith, and 
J. H. Crossingham, met at the Blue 
Ridge Hotel and received bids on 
the YMCA project with Hickory 
Construction Company of Hickory 
being th:;, lowest bidder. 

Because of the rising cost of 
material due to the Korean War 
the firm made its bid good for 
only 30 days so it was necessary 
for the committee to act fast. With 
a few changes in plans and various 
proj-ects that the committee de
cided was not necessary and could 
be eliminated to save funds, the 

. · .. 

Mount Airy's 

MAY 2~ 195! 

For Lobby 
contract was awarded the Hickory 
firm. 

On December 30, 1950, the build
ing committee met at the site of 
the new structure on Renfro and 
West Pine Street and Mr. Yokley 
and Mayor W. F. Carter, Jr., dug 
the first shovels of dirt for the of
ficial ground breaking where now 
stands the Reeves YMCA Com
munity Center. 

YMCA Man Started 

Basketball Game 

The history of basketball, now 
marking the 60th anniversary of 
its origin, is dotted with many 
curious facts. Its inventor, Dr. 
James Naismith, who originated 
the game in 1891 while an instruc
tor at the YMCA's Springfield 
college, was a medical doctor and 
an ordained minister, yet d1.1ring 
his lifetime he never treated a 
patient nor preached a sermon. 

The first regulation basketball 
ever used was made by a bicycle 
manufacturer. The backboard, now 
an essential feature of the game, 
was introduced by Dr. Naismith 
mainly to outwit a 15-year-old boy 
who persisted in reaching down 
from his balcony seat and deflect
ing the ball away from the basket • 

New 

Ingold Company, 

Inc. 
Reeves YMCA Community Center 

Hickory, .North Carolina 

• The citizens of Mount Airy can indeed be proud 

of their beautiful new YMCA. It is a lasting 

monument to the efforts of those who made 

it possible. 

PLUMBING 

·1EATING 

ROOFING 

SHEET METAL -
-
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Cannonballs ''Y'' Equipment A Must In Middle 1800's 
Aerial Gymnastics 
Stressed In Early 
Days Of Organization 

Cannonballs were a must as gym 
equipment when the YMCA first 
revolutionized physical education 
methods in this and other coun
tries. 

Virtually places where on 1 y 
brave men dared to. tread, the 
YMCA gyms, as well as those of 
otlver organizations during the 
mid 1800's, were a maze of equip
ment, much of it requiring a Her
cules to handle. 

Overhead dangled single and 
double trapeze, flying rings, cloud 
swings and rope-climbing appara-

--~. --Dlrediy- ben-eD..t:h them, offer
ing dubious safety, were a scatter
ing of nets. Cluttering the gym 
floors were the cannonballs, rang
ing in weight from 18 to 50 
pounds; vaulting horses, spring
b oar d contrivances, horizontal 

-) hal's, and an incredible amount of 
dumbbells and other and more 
complicated strength-testing gad
gets. 

Presiding over these collections 
of strong-arm equipment were in
structors, recruited, in a number 
of cases, from the ranks of circus 
performers, and given to wearing 
flesh-colored· tights and spangles. 

The new day in gym practices 
dawned with the hiring in 1875 of 
Robert J. Roberts as "superintend-

~·-- ent of gymnasium" for the Boston 
YMCA, established · 24 years be
fore as the first American "Y". 
The highly original physical edu
cation formula wo1:ked out by 
Roberts, and improved upon a de
cade or so later by Luther Halsey 
Gulick, another "Y" staff member, 

·-

laid the foundation of gym prac
tices around the world. Among the 
by-products of the leadership of 
the two were basketball and volly
ball, both invented by YMCA men 
who had studied under Gulick. 

It was two years after taking 

BOWLING ALLEYS-Ten of the best possible Brunswich 
bowling alleys are shown above in the new YMOA center. 
The bowling alleys are for members and their guests. 

over his "Y" post that Roberts 
formulated his pioneering concept, 
evolving his revolutionary set of 
physical education principles as he 

lay on his back for weeks re
covering from injuries sustained 
in a fall from a gymnasium cloud; 
swing. 

Based upon the theory that ex
ercises should be "safe, easy, short, 
beneficial and pleasing," Roberts' 
body-building program won im
mediate recognition and was- soon 
adopted by other associations. 
Along with the new techniques, 
the physical director, from time to 
time, substituted equipment for 
paraphernalia his system outmod
ed. Exercise mats, indoor running 
tracks and the ring shower bath, 
now familiar gym features, were 
among the facilities first installed 
at his suggestion." 

(Staff Photo.) 

In 1887, 19 years after the in
troduction of his system of phy
sical training, Roberts joined the 
staff of what is now Springfield 
college, then known as the School 
for Christian Workers, which had 
been established at Springfield, 
Mass., in 1885, by the YMCA. 

Course for Leaders 

It was here that Roberts, in as
sociation with Luther Glulick, a 
brilliant young "Y" physical di
rector, launched the first course 
for the development of superin
tendents of "Y" gymnasiums. Two 
years later Roberts resigned, leav
ing the furthering of physical edu
cation methods in the extremely 
capable hands of Gulick. 

With the appointment of Gulick 
as the first international YMCA 
secretary for physical education, a 

new era in gym practices and 
sports-programming opened. Mir
roring the beliefs of Robert Mc
Burney, one of the "Y's" most in
spiring leaders, that the develop
ment of the whole man, with em
phasis on the spiritual side, was 
the main objective of the YMCA, 
Gulick set about seeking for new 
formulas that would achieve that 
purpose. 

At his suggestion and under his 
direction as head of the Physical 
Department of Springfield col
lege, group games took on added 
importance and the monotonous 
routine of set exercises gave way 
to more imaginative sports. 

Working under his orders, Dr. 
James Naismith, one of his aides, 
originated bask-=tball, and other 
YMCA men, including A. A. Stagg, 
then at Springfield and later to 
make football history, carried it 
to other schools and eventual 
world-wide popularity. 

Volleyball, quick to· win world 
acceptance, also was a direct re
sult of Gulick's teaching. Originat
ed at the Holyoke, Mass., by Wil
liam George Morgan, physical di
rector and Springfield alumnus, 
it was first put on public exhibit 
under the approving eye of Gulick 
at Springfield college. 

In the 13 yea1·s that he ruled 
over the physical department at 
Springfield, Gulick poured thor
oughly trained physical educators 
into YMCA's around the country, 
and into universities and public 
schools. By the time he left his 
post there for other fields, the 
modern method of physical edu
cation was firmly established. 

Today the physical education 
program of close to 900 YMCA's 
in the United States far outstrips 
that of any remotely similar or
ganization. Directed by more than 
9,000 physical directors and gym 
leaders, m·mons oGoutnamiost 
daily participate in a variety of 
supervised sports for health, pleas-

Riches 
"Dad, are you rich? Have you 

much more 

Than that old man who lives next 
door?" 

I nearly answered, "Why, Sonny, 
no! 

I haven t near as much to show." 
And then, alas, I ~ooked at him
Recalled happy hours with my own 

son Jim! 
I heard his mother call and laugh 

As she turned in our homeward 
path. 

I thought of work, of which I'm 
part-

Old tasks to finish, new ones to 
start. 

I thought of joy with hosts of 
friends 

In which the story of all work 
blends. 

"Ah, dear child, there is no wealth 
Precious as happiness and good 

health; 
No treasure store in all the land 
Compares with friendly heart and 

hand. 
When you and Mother laugh and 

sing, 
Then I'm richer than any king! 
I'm rich, so rich, though the next 

door 
Possesses the world, yet I have 

more!" 

Author Unknown. 

ure and over-all development. 
Perhaps had it not been for the 

vision of Roberts, Gulick and _those 
:who · later -carried- their programs 
forward, the cannonball and not 
the basketball might still be th~ 
sphere of influence in the nation's 
gyms. 

Reeves YMCA Community Center 

A JOURJUL OP. AllTHBNJ'lC NBFS .DE.VOTBD_ ~0- THE BEST. .lNTB.R.BST OP THB. 

l"EWS Photo. 
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Broken January 30, 1951, For New YMCA 
Burton :· 
Accr 

J~ F.. Yokley And Mayor 
Carter Dig First Hole 

Under a frigid and misty sky 
Tuesday, January 30, 1951, Mayor 

• W. F. Carter, Jr., and Community 
Foundation Chairman James F. 
Yokley teamed together, to put 
foot and shoulder to the first spad
ful of earth broken for Mount 
Airy's Reeves Memorial Commun
ity Center, Tuesday afternoon at 
4:06 o'clock. 

Workmen beat a steady tatoo of 
hammering during the brief and 
simple ceremonies, perhaps signi
fying that now the long awaited 
Center has proved the actuality 
of being built. 

When the cold weather · forced 
the Foundation officials indoors, 
Mayor Carter proclaimed: 

"This is the day we have looked 
forward to since May 27. 1943, 
when the first meeting was held. 

Wiring Of "Y" Was 

Largest Job Of Its 

Type In Mount Airy 

The wir ing of the Reeves YMCA 
·-community Center was the largest 

job of its type ever completed in 
the Granite City, according to H. 
R . I nman, local electrical contract
ot·, who was awarded the contract 
for the wiring .. 

The building has a total of 578 
outlets with the building being 
served with four main service 
wires leading into a panel room 
and then into six branch panels 
located in various sections of the 
!building. The service lines are 
three 500,000 MCM and one 350,-
000 MCM. -

All wiring leading to the build
ing as well as wiring for the swim
ming pool grounds is underground. 

There are four 1,000 watt under
ground floodlights in the diving 
area of the swimming pool and 
fifteen 400 watt bulbs under the 
water in the main portion of the 
pool. 

The gym alone has forty-two 500 
watt bulbs and nineteen 300 watt 
bulbs. 

Washington 'Y' Man 

Invented Card Game 

Wlhen William Chauncy Lang
don, co-founder of the Washington, 
D. C., YMCA was 14 years old, 
he invented a card . game based on 
English g~graphy,. printed the 
first sets on an uncle's press and 
tt·aveled the country selling the 
game. His customers included some 
of the nation's most distinguished 
men. At 19, Langdon was an as
sistant patent examiner and, at 23, 
founded the first national organi
zation of American YMCA's. 

'Y' Secretary W-ent 

8,000 Miles On $42 

; R c bert W eidensall, first field 
secretary employed by the YMCA, 
once traveled 8,000 miles in Iowa, 
K;msas and Missouri on an ex
pense account of $42. Before join
ing the "Y" staff. Weidensall, la
te..>· to become one of the associa
... .'s most influential figures, was 

"l fiier, blacksmith, carpenter, 
Red(' anti railroad shop 

Roo• · 
8oys Stage 

Youth?elay Race 

In looking over the minutes of the 
first meeting we 'find the follow
ing men who were charter mem
bers: John D. Thompson, Mayor; 
Dr. Moir S. Martin, Chairman of 
the School Board; a member of 
the Ministerial Association; and 
the Pr-esident of the Merchants 
Association. Others were J. D. 
Sargent, Hugh Merritt, D. C. Rec
tor, W. L. Glancy, Dr. John Ashby, 
R. D. George, John Sobotta, James 
Yokley, D. C. Lewis, H. 0. Woltz, 
J H. Crossingham, John M. Reeves, 
Geo. Sparger, Jr., John Frank, 
Lindsay Holcomb, Ben Graves, L. 
P. Wrenn, Hugh Hennis, W. F. 
Carter, Jr., and J. R. Smith, Sr. 

Mayor Carter went on to say 
"All these men are still activ-e 
members of the Board except Mr. 
Sargent whom we all miss here in 
Mount . Airy and respect his mem
ory. Throughout the years since 
the organization, Mr. Jim Yokley 
has been Chairman and Rossie 
George, Sec.-Treas. It is through 
the leadership, ~acrifice and hard 
work of Jim Yokley that the other 
men have followed through with 
this Community Center to the good 
day when in reality we see the be
ginning of the physical structure. 

The citizenship of this eitire 
community will, in the days to 
come, look back on this day as a 
milestone in our progress toward 
a better and greater Mount Airy." 

Charles M. Graves, Recreational 
Engineer from Atlanta, Ga.. who 
drew the plans for the Center, 
spoke briefly on the building's util
~ty and potential usefulness to the 
community, stating that it will be 
"the largest community building in 
North Carolina, built during the 
last five years." Mr. Graves then 
cited its potential modern appear
ance a!ld general att-ractiven€:0§ by 
pointing out that the five club 
rooms are equipped to serve dif
ferent groupings of citizens. 

He then went on to direct at
tention to the meal serving faci
lities, the lobby, lounge, deck 
swimming pool, and what he de
clared would be "one of the best 
gymnasiums in the state with a 
seating capacity of 2100 plus tele
scopic folding bleachers." 

Pointing to other sporting- acti
vities, Mr. Graves lauded the pro
posed bowling alley, ping-pong and 
'billard areas, and the "T'' shaped 
architecture of the pool which will 
have regulation lanes (seven) for 
swimming competitions. A I s o , 
there will be a paved area for danc
ing and roller skating or any 
other hard-surfaced sport, he de
clared. 

R. D. George spoke briefly on 
the financia1 structure of the Foun
dation stating that there was near
ly $417,000 in contributions and 
pledges already realized. Mr. Yok
ley then stressed the importance 
of the great cooperative effort 
made by Granite City citizens. 

Hugh Merritt, .T. H. Crossing
ham, D. C. Lewis, and J. R. SmitH., 
Sr., also spoke briefly. 

Officials indicated that there are 
about 425 working days left until 
the Spring dedication in 1952. 

The total contract for the com
munity building has been listed at 
$447,423, exdusiye of costs of 
furnishings and equipment. 

New Orleans YMCA 
Aided In Plague 

One of the most heroic services 
ever carried on by an American 
YMCA was that rendered by the 
New Orleans association during 
the yellow fever plague that struck 
that southern city in 1878, The "Y" 
provided food, clothing, bedding, 
medical aid and nurs~ng services 

)St unusual athletic event for 5,000 f-ever cases and 16,000 
J\IICA's history was stag- improverished persons. 
~. when 1,131 association Four members of the YMCA 

·-d 1,092 miles between died from fever contracted while 
nd Chicago in 114 carrying ·On relief work. Other 

uinutes in running YMCAs also distinguished them
eatest relay race." selves under similar emergency 

·:ted a letter of greet- conditions following the historic 
mayor of New York Chicago fire and the Johnstown 

<~1::tyor of Chicago. flood. 

GROUND BREAKING-Officials of the Community Foundation broke ground f o r 
Mount Airy's Reeves Community Center Tuesday afternoon, January 30, 1951, in front 
of the tool house on the proposed building's properties. Shown for ceremony are left to 
right, R. D. George, Secretary-Treasurer of the Foundation; W. F. Oarter, Jr., Mayor, 
of Mount Airy; James F. Yokley, Chairman of the Foundation; Charles M. Graves, 
Recreational Engineer; Committeemen J. H. Crossing ham, Hugh Merritt, D. C. Lewis, 
and J. R. Smith. · (Staff Photo.) . 

A GREAT INSTITUTION 

WITH A GREAT PURPOSE 

Congrafulatioris 

To The 

-Reeves YMCA 
Community_ Center 

MOODY FUNERAL HOME 

Phone 65 Franklin Street 


