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Mary Beatrice Strickland Flippen was the youngest of fourteen children born on May 20, 1917 in Surry 

County to the late George and Eldie Jessup Strickland. Her spirit returned to be with the Lord on Sunday, January 
13, 2013 at Winthrop University Hospital in Mineola, New York, where she entered peacefully into eternal life 
surrounded and supported by her loving family and caregivers. She attended public school in North Carolina. She 
married at the age of 14 to the late Aldie Walter Flippen. From this union, they were blessed with 10 children. Prior 
to the death of her husband she was a devoted wife and stay-at-home mother who enjoyed raising her children. She 
later worked for many years at Spencer's textile industry, Ray's Starlight Hotel, Annabelle's Catering Service at the 
local Country Club, and various other businesses in the Mount Airy vicinity as well as volunteering at various 
organizations where she received numerous awards. 

Momma Bea as she was affectionately known was a faithful, devoted and long standing member of Zion Baptist 
Church in Mount Airy, NC where she was a willing worker in building up the kingdom of God and lifting up the 
name of Jesus. She was a member of the Missionary Board, Senior Choir, Pastor's Aide, and Mother of the Church 
prior to relocating to New York. 

Momma Bea had a unique talent for isolating wild hairs in the eyelashes of many who would call on her to relieve 
them of their misery. She would kindly have one sit down in a chair under the brightest light in the house, raise 
one's eyelid and proceed to give her diagnosis. Your stay in the chair depended on how bad the wild hairs were. 
Sometimes more than one visit was required. She loved helping others. 

She also was a great cook and loved to cook and never turned down anyone who wanted or needed a hot meal. She 
had an open door policy where all who entered in her home were welcomed with open arms. 

Momma Bea loved caring for and nurturing her family very much and never had an unkind word to say about 
anyone (friend or foe). Not only did she love her family she was also proud of her heritage. She was proud of the 
Strickland name and she wore it well. She was ~mart, thoughtful, real, innovative, ~alm, kind, loving, !!Wesome, 
nice, and .devoted. She was a dedicated and loyal servant of God. She loved Him with all her heart and you could 
tell God was the joy and the strength of her life especially when she sang her favorite song, "I Love the Lord.'' She is 
a "Child of the King" and lived her life so God could use her anywhere and anytime. 

Momma Bea lived a very rewarding and prosperous life. She was blessed with a spirit of giving and kindness. She 
had a heart of gold filled with the fruits of the Spirit, love, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, and temperance. She lived in the Spirit and she walked in the Spirit. Her Christianity was radiated in all 
that she did and the lives she touched. 

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own worl£s praise her in the gates. Proverbs 31:31 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Aldie W Flippen; daughter, Wanda J France; son, David D Flippen; 
son, A Leroy Flippen; daughter, Shirley T Cannon; and son, Kenneth T Flippen; six brothers: Archie, Chester, 
Lester, Ezra, Ester, and Oscar Strickland; seven sisters: Nora Gilbert, Doran Jessup, Josie Hatcher, Daisy Gilbert 
Eldridge, Irene Smith, Lillie Hatcher, and Ethel Moore. 

She leaves to cherish her memory, strength, and courage: Barbara D McCreary of Hempstead, NY; Mary J (Lewis) 
Kendrick of Hempstead, NY; Audrey M (George) Hayes of Westbury, NY; Clara Y Renfro of New Cassel, DE; 
Steve I (Donna Ann) Flippen of Mount Airy, NC; 40 grandchildren, 112 great grandchildren, 68 great great 
grandchildren and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 

Her dust returns to the ground it came from and her spirit returns to God who gave it. 
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~ince I wa1 a little girl 
In all that I've been through 
You've alway\ been my hero 
No one 1tood a1 tall a1 you 
You were the one who took the time 
to rai\e me and teach me what I needed to learn 
The lmom in life you 1hared with me, 
you 1hared with love and concern. 
I loved you a1 a child 
and now that I am grown 
I'm 1haring tho1e leuom you taught me 
with a child of my own. 
Generation to generation, 
I'll pau on your legacy. 
I'll tell of my loving Grandmother 
and all that you meant to me 

Love Alway\, 
Your Lil Bit 



me to do. 
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