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DOBSON - One of Sur
ry's foremost historians has 
passed away, but the body of 
work Hester Bartlett Jackson 
is leaving behind will benefit 
county residents for genera
tions to come. ' 

Jackson, a resident of Dob
son, died Saturday at age 84. 

In addition to authoring a 
reg\Jlar column on local histo
ry that was published in The 
Mount Airy News for more · 
than 20 years, she wrote' a 
book, "Surry County Soldiers 
in the Civil War." 

However, the local histori
an devoted countless hours to 
the less-glamorous role of por
ing . through dusty recordS at 
coUrthoilses, libraries and 
churches to compile informa
·tion useful to those tracing 
their family histories. . 

. Key genealogical details oh 
births, deaths, censuses, mar
riages and wills of yesteryear 
are available today because of 
the tireless work people like 
Hester Jackson unde.rtook, a 
colleague of hers said Satur
day night. 

"I think how Hester felt 
about it was it was such a jo~ 
to be able to help others," saia 
Agnes Wells, another local 
historian who worked with 
Jackson on various projects. "I 
think she got her satisfaction 

mostly out of that." 
"She really cared about this 

county," Wells added. Ironi
cally, Jackson was not born in 
Surry, but Wayne County. 

An honor graduate of 
Salem College and Appalachi
an State University; she be- · 
came a librarian with the 
Northwest Regional Library 
system that oversees public li
braries in Surry. Her late hus
band Charles was a longtime 
official of the · Surry County 
Cooperative Extension Ser
vice. 

1\vo other qualities that 
Hester Jackson is remembered 
for. are important ones for the· 
historical community as well: 
her accuracy and generosity. 
"She was really good and she 
was really generous to share, 
too," Wells said of the re
search Jackson developed. 

"One of the things about 
Hester was that she had such a 
good sense of humor, and she 
was such fun to be with - she 
just made the work fun." · 

Jackson's funeral is sched
uled Monday at 2 p.m. at 
Roberts Grove Baptist Church 
in Dunn, where one of her 
four sons resides. Burial will 
be in the church cemetery. The 
late historian also is survived 
by four grandchildren. 

Contact Tom Joyce at 
tjoyce@mtairynews.com or 

719-1924. 
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