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SURRY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
P. 0. BOX997 

Lola Caudle Knott 
6015 Old NC Highway 13 
Asheboro, NC 27203 

DOBSON, NC 27017 

August 17, 2000 

Thank you for your letter postmarked July 25, 2000 regarding the 
Caudle/Kirkman/Haymore families. 

We checked our available resources for information on your family and have 
enclosed the information found. We hope it will be of some use to you. 
North Carolina did not keep birth and death records until 1913. However, 
there are some earlier birth records called delayed birth records. 

You did not state exactly what information you were looking for but we did 
find some birth records of the children of John Franklin Caudle. We have 
enclosed some marriage information on the Caudle, Kirkman and Haymore 
families as well as some census info on the Kirkman family. Perhaps after 
you sort out all this information, you will be able to see what additional 
information you need. You may already have some of this information. 

We did find a delayed birth record of Robert Franklin Kirkman (born 3 July 
1905 in Mount Airy, NC). He was the son of Winston Kirkman (born in 
1871 in Surry Co.) and Myra Jefferson (born 1869 in Surry Co.) (Book 1, 
373). If you wish to obtain copies of any of the birth and marriage records, 
write the Surry County Register of Deeds, P. 0. Box 303, Dobson, NC 
27017. Copies are 25 cents each. 

Do you think all of these families remained in Surry County or did they 
migrate to other locations? According to birth and marriage records, it 
appears the Caudle family was in Wilkes Co. at one time, in the Rusk 
(Marsh Township) community of Surry County at one time, and later in 
Randleman, NC. Is this correct? 

l 



We have enclosed a copy of the SCGA brochure. You may be interested in 
joining since we have so many Caudles, Kirkmans and Haymores in this 
county. We publish four journals a year that are well worth our yearly 
membership fee of $15. We don't do in-depth research but do check our 
available records and books. We ask that researchers inquiring about 
families provide us with a stamped self-addressed envelope and if many 
copies are made, a small donation made to SCGA. 

We have published two books, The Heritage a/Surry County, Volume I and 
II. Each have over 700 families histories in them and some Surry County 
history. Volume I has sold out at this time but we still have Volume II 
available. Some libraries that have research material will have these books 
in their library. 

Ifwe can be of further service, please write us again. 

Jr)# 
Research Committee 

Enclosures 

l 



"A Family AHair." 

"Jim Caudle will cut meat to your 
specification.'' 

History Of Caudle Food Store, Inc. 

The first Caudle to operate a retail grocery 
in Surry County was Nura Seymour Caudle in 
1908. At that time he sold groceries and fresh 
meat in a small shed-like structure located on 
the east side of the Old Hollow Road (now 
known as 52-A South). This was a portion of 
the ground presently occupied by Caudle 
Food Store. 

He moved from this location diagonally 
across the road to a small building which was 
destroyed by fire about 1910. After the fire he 
moved into a small brick building formerly 
known as Brinkley's Store. It was located on 
the south corner of the lot presently occupied 
by Caudle's at the itersection of Old Asbury 
Road (now Highway 89). 

Later Nura Seymour Caudle formed a part· 
nership with his youngest son, Willie F. Cau
dle. They erected a building on the lot where 
the Derby Restaurant now stands. This part· 
nership continued until the owners sold out to 
G. C. Hauser and U.G. Belton. 

Nura Seymour and Willie Caudle then 
bought a farm in Randolph County. Over the 
-years this farm has grown into a large dairy 
farm known as Seymour Farms. It is now 
owned and operated by two of Willie 
Caudle's sons, Clarence and Ned Caudle. 
Nura Seymour Caudle died in June 1928, 
and Willie Caudle died in September 1975. 

After the aforementioned partnership ceas
ed operation, there was no Caudle's Grocery 
in Bannertown for about six months. Then in 
1923 J.R. Caudle went into business in the 
same small brick store previously occupied 
by Nura S. Caudle. This building was enlarg
ed once by J.R. Caudle, but later demolished 
and the brick used in Caudle's new store 
building constructed in 1927. 

"Guy Caudle makes fresh Bar-8-Q chicken 
right in the store." 

"Mrs. Guy Caudle greets each customer....:__ 
with a smile." · 

Then came the Depression which con
tinued until the late thirties. The Depression 
bankrupted many retail stores throughout the 
country. It left J.R. Caudle Grocery badly bat
tered and defeated in every way except spirit 
and determination on the part of J.R. Caudle. 
He would not give up. 

On January 1, 1937, a new partnership was 
formed between J.R. and R.W. Caudle. It 
operated as J.R. Caudle & Son Grocery until 
J.R. Caudle sold his interest in the business 
and the property to R.W., Bernice, and Guy 
Caudle in 1950. J.R. Caudle died April 10, 
1975. R.W. Caudle served as manager from 
January 1, 1937, until September 1, 1973, 
when Guy Caudle assumed the duties of 
manager. He continues to hold this position. 

A new building for Caudle Food Store was 
constructed in 1964. It was about three times 
the size of the former building, and faced 
Highway 89 instead of 52-A 

In December 1976 R.W. Caudle retired, 
selling his interest in the business to Guy 
Caudle and James Robert Caudle, II. In 
February 1982 Bernice Caudle sold her in
terest to Guy Seymour Caudle and James 
Robert Caudle, II, the present owners. The ~ 

Com:;:;;;;~;;· ~ 
You will find many things special about 

shopping at Caudle's Food Store. The friend- -
ly, clean surroundings make weekly shopp- ' 
ing a true pleasure. It is one of the few places l
where your meat order can be specially cut to y 
your specifications. One of the customers 
favorites is Caudle's Country 
Sausage .. . made fresh, from a secret family 
recipe right there in the store. Caudle's Food 
Store sells no alcholic beverages and is ck>& 
ed on Sunday. 
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CAUDILL 
HAYS - Mr. John Frank Caudill, 
85, of Cabin Creek Road, Hays, 
died Wednesday, August 4, 1999 
at Wake Forest University Baptist 
Medical Center. Mr. Caudill was 
born December 15, 1913 in 
Wilkes County to Martin and Ja
nie Blevins Caudill. He was a 
member of Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church in Hays and was retired 
from Buchman Lumber Compa
ny. Surviving are his wife, Janie 
Handy Caudill of Wilkes Senior 
Village; special friends, Delbert 
and Susie Carlton and their chil
dren, Paul Randall Carlton and 
Delbert Rondal Carlton all of Lex
ington; and several nieces an 
nephews. Funeral services will be 
held 11 :00 a.m. Saturday, August 
7, 1999 at Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church, Cabin Creek Road, Hays 
with the body to be placed in the 
church at 10:30 a.m. Burial will 
be in Mountlawn Memorial Park. 
The family will be at Miller Funer
al Service, 180 Sparta Road, 
North Wilkesboro from 6:30 until 
8:30 tonight. 
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Ordinance Codes: 
B=Baptized 
E=Endow ed 
P=Sealed to parents 
S=Sealed to spouse 
C=Children's ordinances 

PEDIGREE CHART 

24 Oct 1994 Chart no. I 

8 James WILLARD-1177----------------------
: BORN: 29 Hay 1820 
: PLACE: ,Stokes Co,NC,USA 
: HARR: --292 

4 Rufus Gidean WILLARD -94 4-----------------: PLACE: 
BORN: II Sep 1865 BEPS : DIED: 22 Kar 1905 
PLACE: Surry Co. ,Surry ,ll\ ,US : PLACE: 
HARR: 13 Feb 1887 --290 
PLACE: Surry Co. 
DIED: 23 Dec 1935 
PLACE: Surry Co. ,Surry,tlC,US 

9 Elizabeth COLLINS-965--------------------
BORN: Ahl 1816 
PLACE: 

2 Luther Green WILLARD-933----------------- DIED: Abt 1870 
: HORN: 14 Feb 1892 BEPS 
: PLACE: Ht Airy,Surry,NC,US 
: HARR: 30 Oct 1912 --288 
: PLACE: Hl . Airy,Surry,NC,US 
: DIEO: 23 Feb 1955 
: PLACE: Honcks Conner,Berkley,SC,US 

PUCE: 

10 John H. BARNES-979-----------------------
: BORN: 1825 
: PLACE: Stony Creek Comm,NC 
: HARR: 25 Dec 1851 --303 

5 Hary Ann BARNES-946-- ---------- ---------- : PLACE: Stokes County,NC 
BORN: 13 Jun 1865 BEPS : DIED: 1900 
PLACE: Ht. Airy Surry N : PLACE: Ht. Airy,Surry,NC 
DIED: 9 lug 1929 
PLACE: Surry Co. 11 Letha L. HALL-980------------------------

I Blanche Cora WILLARD-3------------------- BORN: Abt 1825 
: BORN: 20 Aug 1914 BEPS 
: PLACE: Ht. Airy,Surry,NC,US 
: HARR: 13 Aug 1931 --66 
: PLACE: Hillsville,Carroll,Va,USA 
: DIED: 25 Jul 1994 
: PLACE: Ht. Airy,Surry,NC,USA 
:wi 11 iam Vestal BIATT-2---------------
: Spouse 

PLACE: llC 
DI ED: 
PLACE: 

12 Simon Peter CAUDLE-1028-----------------
: BORN: 13 Oct 18H 
: PLACE: 
: HARR: --319 

6 N Sey~our CAUDLE-1015--------------------: PLACE: 
: BORN: 28 Jul 1869 BEPS : OIED: 29 Aug 1906 
: PLACE: Wilkc8 Co.,NC : PLACE: 
: HARR: --317 
: PLACE: 
: DIED: 14 Jun 1928 

PLACE: Randolph Co.NC 

13 Sarah E. HEECE-1029---------------------
BORN: 25 Feb 1841 
PLACE: 

3 Bertha El i7.abeth CAUDLE-935--------------: DIED: 21 Sep 1891 
PLACE: HORN: I Hay 1893 BEPS 

PLACE: Ht Airy,Surry,NC,US 
DIED: 8 Feb 1926 
PLACE: Ht Airy,Surry,NC,US 

Na~e and addre8s of submitter: 

Phone: 

14 Wi 11 ia~ BURCB -1049-----------------------
: BORN: Abt 1842 C 
: PLACE: 
: MARR: --320 

7 laura Jane BURCR -1017 --------------------: PLACE: 
BORN: 30 Hay 1868 Brn : DIED: 
PLACE: Surry Co. ,NC : PLACE: 
DIED: 23 Srp 1896 
Pl.ACE: Surry Co., NC 15 Kary Ann GATRS-1050----------------------

BORN: Ahl 1844 C 
PLACE: 
DI ED: 
PLACE: 



THE CAUOLES 
139A 

The first Caudle to operate a retail grocery in 
Surry County was Nura Seymour Caudle in the 
year 1908 . At that time he sold groceries and 
fresh meat in a small shed-like structure lo
cated on the east side of the Old Hollow Road 
(now known as 52-A South) , this being a por
tion of the ground (the Northwest corner) pre
sently occupied by Caudle 's Food Store . He 
moved from1his location diagonally across the 
road and occupied a sn1all building there until 
it was destroyed by fire This happened about 
1910 . Soon after the fire, he went into a small 
brick building (known prior to this time as 
Brinkley 's Store) located on the south corner 
of lot presenJly occupied by Caudle 's at in
tersection of Old Asbury Road , later replaced 
by Highway 89 . At a later date he formed a 
partnership with his youngest son Willie F. 
Caudle, after which they erected a building on 
the lot now occupied by the Derby Restaurant. 
This partnership continued to operate until the 
owners sold out to G. C. Hauser and U G. 
Belton , and bought a farm in Randolph County 
which over the years has grown into a large 
dairy farm (known as Seymour Farms) pres
ently owned and operated by two of Willie 
Caudle's sons, Clarence and Ned Caudle . Nura 
Seymour died in June . 1928 . Willie F. Died in 
September. 1975 . 

After the mentioned partnership ceased op
eriltion there was no Caudle ·s Grocery in Ban
nertown for about six months , after which J. R. 
Caudle went into business (in 1923) in the 
Sil me small brick store previously occupied by 
Nura S Caudle This building was enlarged 
on ce by J. R Caudle . later demolished . and the 
brick used in Caudle 's new store building con 
stru cted in 1927 Then came the Depression 
which bankrupted many retail stores through 
out the country and left J.R. Caudle Grocery 
ha r! ly haltered and defeated in every way ex
cept spirit and a determinilt ion on the part of 
J R. Caudle not to give up 

On January 1. 1937 a new partnership was 
for med between J R. and R. W Caudle and 
operated as J.R. Caudle & Son Grocery until 
J R Caudle sold his interest in the business 
and the property to R.W . Bernice and Guy 
Caudle in 1950 J n . C;iudle died April 10. 
1975 R W Caudle served as manager from 
January 1, 1937 until September 1. 1973 at 
which time Guy Caudle assumed the duties of 
manager . and continues to hold this position 

The building was remodeled in 1964 (with 
. about 3 times the selling space) and is facing 
· Highway 89 now instead of 52 -A. In January . 

1976. R W Caudle retired. and sold his inter
est in the business to Guy Caudle and James 
Robert Caudle . II In Febru;iry . 1982 Bernice 
Caudle sold her intm~st in the business to Guy 

!Seymour.hCaudle . and Jarnes no be rt C.aJJdle . 
1, t e present owner.lhe 

company was incorporated 
in 1q7f). 

CAUDLE lo , / .r' <}I 
MT. AIRY, N.C. - Mrs. Delia Etta 
Caudle, 95, of 2704 Sheep Farm 
Rrl., Mt. Airy, widow of William 
Arthur Caudle, died Tuesday night 
at the Northern Surry Hospital. She 
was born In Surry County, April 2, 
1896, the daughter of Rufus and 
Mary Ann Barnes Wtllard,, and was . 
a member of the Bannertown Bap
tist Church. Smviving are three 
daughters, Mrs. Mary C. Norman of 
Elkin, Mrs. Dorothy C. Wall of Silo
am, and Mrs. Betty C. Griffith of 
Southern Pines; two sons, Fred S. 
Caudle of Mt. Airy, and Arvil Cau
dle of the home; 26 grandchildren, 
:36 great- grandchildren, and two 
great-great-grandchildren, and 
several nieces and nephe..ys. Mrs. 
Caudle was preceded In death by a 
daughter, Clara J. Caudle, and 
three sons, Kiffen Caudle, Richard 
E. Caudle, and David W. Caudle. 
Funeral services will be held Friday 
afternoon at 2 p.m. at the Moody 
Funeral Home Chapel in Mt. Airy 
with services conducted by Rev. 
Glenn Byrd with burial in the Holly 
Springs Baptist Churth Cemetery. 
Her body will remain at Moody Fu
n<'ral Home for the services and the . 
family will receive friends at the 
funeral home on Thursday night 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

CAUDLE 
Mr. Russell Wilbur Caudle, 78, of 
501 Lover's Lane, Mt. Airy, N.C., 
husband of Mrs. Shirley Perry Cau-

1dle, died Monday at Forsyth Memo
•rial Hospital in Wmston-Salem, 
' N.C. Mr. Caudle was born in Surry 
County, N.C. October 16, 1915, 

·son of the late J .R. and Bessie Wall 
1Caudle. He was a former owner of 
Caudle's Food Store, a member of 
Ghanite Masonic Lodge #322 AF & 
AM, a member of the Winston-Sa
lem Scottish Rite Bodies and was a 
deacon and member of the Banner
town Baptist Church. Surviving are 
his wife, Mrs. Shirley Perry Caudle 
of the home; two daughters and a 
son-in-law, Patsy and Ed King, 
Bluewell, W.Va. and Miss Joan 
Caudle of the home; two grandchil
dren, Kristian Nicole King and Rus
sell Neely King, both of Bluewell, 
W.Va.; four sisters, Mrs. Eva Sim
mons, Mrs. Mildred Short, Miss 
Bnnice Caudle and Mrs. Sam 
(Jeannette) Rule, all of Mt. Airy, 
N.C.; one brother, Guy Caudle, Mt. 
Airy, N.C. Funeral services will be 
held Wednesday l l a .m. at Ban11er
town Baptist Church conducted by 
Dr. William (Bill) Guthrie and Mr. 
Sanuny J. Rule with burial to follow 
in the Skyline Memory Gardens. 
His body will remain at Moody Fu
nC'ral Home of Mt. Airy until car
ried to the church to lie in state 
thirty minutes prior lo the service. 
Mt'morials may be made to the 
Bannertown Bapt.lst Church, Build
ing Fund, 1834 Westfield Rd., Mt. 
Airy, NC 27030 



Simon Peter Caudle Family 

Simon P. Caudle~b.13 Oct. 
1834, m. Sarah ~- Reece. 

She was b. 25 Feb . 1841, d. 21 Sept. 1891 . 
To this union were born thirteen children : 

Frances. Mary Alice , Permelia Jane , N. 
Seymour, James Arron, Victoria . Dell1a . 
Thomas, Nancy, Coles ta , Luther and Arthur 
(twins) and Jack E. Caudle . 

Sim~n and Sarah were visiting in ~/ilkes 
County in late summer of 1891 , wh.en Sarah 
became sick and died . At the same time there 
was a flash flood and the rivers and creeks 
overllowed . This made it impossible to get her 
body across the river, so she was buried in the 
Boonville Baptist Church Cemetery. at Bo.on 
ville . Simon Peter is buried at White Plains. 
North Ca~olina 

N. Seymour Caudle 

N. Seymour Caudle, one of the first settlers 
of the Bannertown Community . b. 28 July 
1869 , d. 14 June 1928. 

His first marriage was to Laura Jane Burch, 
b. 30 May 1868, d. 23 Sept. 1896 . She was 
the daughter of William and Mary Ann Gates 
Burch . 

They had five children : James Robert . 
Joseph Edgar . Bertha Elizabeth . Minnie L .. 
and a daughter who died in infancy . 

N. Seymour Caudle 's second marriage was 
to Cora E. Gwyn . They had one son . William F. 
Caudle . 

'I 

James Robert Caudle 

James Robert Caudle , b. 26 April , 1889, d. 
10 April , 1975. He married Bessie F. Wall , who 
was b. 2 November. 1891 . She was the daugh
ter of Emmit Fletcher Wall and Mildred Hay
more Wall , from Bannertown . 

Their seven children are : Eva Elizabeth . who 
married Alpha 0 . Simmons: Laura Bessie . (de
ceased) ; Russell W. , who married Shirley 
Perry ; Mildred Margie . who married Coy U. 
Short : Martha Jeannette , who married Samuel 
R. Rule ; Bernice Caudle ; and Guy Seymour. 
who married Tishie Mae Simpson . 

The fifteen grandchildren of James R. and 
Bessie Caudle are J Dale Simmons M D m 
Lea Hickox ; Glenn 0 Simmons. ~ Ele~no~ 
Gelli spie : Kenneth A. Simmons. m. Wanda 
Bull ington : Patricia Caudle . m. Mark Bran
nock; Joan Marie Caudle ; Samuel James Rule 
m Armida Hall ; Rebecca Rule , m. Georg~ 
Womble ; Bessie Janette Rule , m. Mickey 
Love : James Coy Short , m. Linda Matthews; 
Deanne Short, m. Robert Gower ; Marilyn 
Short . m. Don Henderson ; Janice Leigh Short. 
m. Billy Sawyers ; Nancy Elizabeth Caudle , m 
Harold Stone , Jr .; and James Robert Caudle 
m. Frankie Berk · 

There are twenty-one great grandchildren: 
David Simmons . Deanne Simmons , Suzanne 
Simmons, Heidi Simmons , Chere Simmons . 
Rochelle Simmons, Robert Neal Gower 
Nathan Henderson . Robin Womble . Badgett 
Womble . Holly Womble , Samuel Rule , Lind
Love: James Coy Short, m. Linda Mattr1ews; 
Deanne Short , m. Robert Gower; Marilyn 
Short. m. Don Henderson; Janice Leigh Short , 
m. Billy Sawyers ; Nancy Elizabeth Caudle , m. 
Harold Stone, Jr .; and James Robert Caudle 
m. Frankie Beck . ' 

There are twenty-one great grandchildren: 
David Simmons. Deanne Simmons , Suzanne 
Simmons, Heidi Simmons , Chere Simmons , 
Rochelle Simmons, Robert Neal Gower 
Nathan Henderson , Robin Womble , Badgett 
Womble , Holly Womble, Samuel Rule , Lind
sey Rule , Christopher Rule , Brandon Love , 
Travis Love , Matthew Love , Camille Caudle , 
Amanda Caudle, Maggie Stone , and Bryon 
Stone . 

Sources: Personal knowledge . 

- Bernice Caudle 

l 
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Where wos infonnotion ihcwn on thie 
f<'!'tily ~obtained? 
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Permelia Jane Caudle 08 Act 186 E 

Nathan Seymour Caudle 28 Jul 186( 

James Ar.ran Caudle 06 Mar 187 ' 

Jack E. Caudle ·16 Sep 1874 

Ll!ther Caudle 28 Jul 1876 -

William Arthur Caudle 28 Jul 18.76 . 
Victoria Caudle 28 Mar 1878 

Dellia Caudle 21 Jun 1885 

Tom Caudle 

Nancy Caudle 

Calista Caudle 
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Family Group Record 1 
If typing. set spacing at 11h. 

/ 
Page of 

Husband Last See "Other 
Given name(s) N~th~n SPvmn11r name r.a 11rl 1 e x marriages" 

Born (day month year) Place 

78 T 11 l 18fig Wilkes Co., NC LOS ordinance dates Temple 

Christened Place ,. Baptized 

Died Place Endowed 

1 Li. T11n 1q7g RandQlph l.o. NC 
Buried PJace Sealed to parents 

Married Place Sealed to spouse 

Husband's father Last 
Given name(s) Si.nmn Eeter name Caudle 0 Deceased 
Husband's mother Maiden 
Given name(s) ~,,..,...,,.h name RPPrP ODeceased 

Wife Laura Jane Last Burch See "Other 
Given name(s) name 0 marriages" 

Born (day month year) Place 

10 M~8n8 S i1r_ry_C.o_,___,_NC LOS ordinance dates Temple 

Christened Place Baptized 

Died Place Endowed 

?1 ~Pn 1 gqf) S11rrv r.n Nr. 
Buried .. Place Sealed to parents 

Wife's father William Last Burch Given name(s) name 0 Deceased 
Wife 's mother Mary Ann Maiden Gates Given name(s) name 0 Deceased 

Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth . LOS ordinance dates Temple 

1 Sex Given Last See "Other 
M name(s) .T~mPc:: RnhPrt name CaudLP 0 marriages" 

Born (day month year) Place Baptized 

?n Apr :1889 Wilkesboro Wilkes_Co. , NC 
Christened - Place Endowed 

Died Place Sealed to parents 

Spouse Bessie Flora Last Wall Given name(s) name 
Married Place Sealed to spouse 

()/, T ·- 1 a 1 1 
Sex Given 

Joseph Edgar Last Caudle See "Other 
M name(s) name 0 marriages" 

2 

Born (day month year) Place Baptized 
()Q An..- J.-8.9.1 Mt A j ~--,--Sur~_c o NC 

Christened ' Place ' Endowed 

Died Place Sealed to parents 

n1 Voh 1 Q/, Q 

Spouse 
Mazzie 

Last Shaw Given name(s) name 

Ma~~ Apr 1911 
Place Sealed to spouse 

Sex Given Last See "Other 
I;' name(s) ~~h&.-E.LLza..be t- h name raudLP 0 marriages" 
-

Bor5 ~ay {onth yi% 9 3 Place • Baptized 
~ay Mt. Airy, Surry Co. ' NC 

ChristenE)d Place Endowed 

Die~ 8 Feb 1926 
Place Sealed to parents 

Spouse 
Luther Green 

Last Willard Given name(s) name 

Marj~ 1912 
Place Sealed to spouse 

Oct 
Select only one of the following options. The .option you select applies Your name 

Wilma Jarrell Hiatt to all names on this form . 

D Option 1-Famlly Fiie Send all names to my family file at the Address 
3265 Spainhour Mill Rd. 

Temple. 

I will provide proxies for : [J Baptism D Endowment IJ Sealing Tobaccoville, NC 27050 
The temple will assign proxies for ordinances not checked . 

D Option 2-Temple File Send all names to any temple and assign 
proxies for all approved ordinances. 

Ph§''i 983-5229 
Date prepared 

D Option 3-Ancestral Fiie Send all names to the computerized ( 9) 
Ancestral File for research purposes only, not for ordinances . I am Your re l~tionship to the husband and wife on this form 
including the required pedigree chart . 1 lusband Wife 

Publisl1ed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 31827 9/89 Printed in USA 



4 

5 

6 

7 

Page of 

Husband Last 
Given namels) Nathan Sevmour name Caudle 
Wife Maiden 
Given namelsl Laura Jane name Burch 
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth . LOS ordinance dates Temple 

Sex Given Last See "Other F name(s) Minnie name Caudle D marriages" 

Bor2. ~ay month yeaB Place Baptized 
Jan 1 95 Mt. Airv .. Surrv Co. NC 

Christened Place Endowed 

Died Place Sealed to parents 
15 Sep 1895 

Spouse Last 
Given name(s) name 
Married Place Sealed to spouse 

Sex Given Last See "Other 
F name(s) (infant) name Caudle D marriages" 

Born ~ay month yeaS Place Baptized 
2 A':!&_ 1 96 Mt. Airv. Surrv Co. NC 

Christened Place Endowed 

Died Place Sealed to parents 
10 Seo 1896 

Spouse !Last 
Given name(s) name 

Married Place Sealed to spouse 

Sex Given !Last See "Other 
name(s) name D marriages" 
Born (day month year) Place Baptized 

Christened Place Endowed 

Died Place Sealed to parents 

Spouse JLast 
Given name(s) name 
Married Place Sealed to spouse 

Sex Given I Last See "Other 
name(s) name D marriages" 
Born (day month year) Place Baptized 

Christened Place Endowed 

Died Place Sealed to parents 

Spouse JLast 
Given name(s) name 
Married Place Sealed to spouse 

Other marriages List other marriages and sealings of the husband, wife . and children on this form. Lisi any necessary explanations. 

Nathan Seymour Caudle married ( 2) Cora E. Gwyn on 21 Oct 1897 in Surry Co. 
She died 04 Sep 1951 in Randolph Co., NC. Her parents were Jonathan and 
Luanda Mayse Gwyn. Born to Nathan and Cora was William E. Caudle on 
06 Sep 1898 in Mt. Airy, NC and married Lula Williams on 14 Mar 1920. 

Sources of Information Add further information on attached sheets as necessary. 

Court records in Surry Co. and Wilkes Co., NC. 

Note: Please take every reasonable step to see that the information on this form is as accurate and complete as practical. This will help maintain the integrity of Church 
family history files and reduce duplication of temple ordinance work. 



~IORTH CAROL HJ A, \]\ 
HA!IDO:L.PH COUNTY. 

I,~s.~~~-dle, of the afores8.id county and stale, being 
mind, but considering the uncertainty of my earthly existen~e, 
and declare this my last will and testament. 

-1-

,I. 
of sound I' 
do make 

I t is my des ire tha. t my executors, he re ino.f ter rn.;_med. shall give 
my body o. decent burial suitable to the ~ishes of my friends &nd rel
atives; and pay all funeral ex~ensee, together with all of my just 

1 debts, out of the first moneys which may co;ne into their hands belonging 
to my estate. 

-2-

I give and devise to m;1 beloved vii f e 52_°-.r.Q._~ • .. 9a:udle al 1 my right, 
title ond interest, v1hich conist of one-hnlf undivided interest in the 
tract of land that ~ now live on, containing one hundred fifty one acres 
mm:-e or less, lying and being in ~(a.ndolph ~ounty, for her rn::.tural life, 
in sn tisffi-ction of her done r in te re ~- t. Said 1 if o es tu te to be free from 
,incumbronce. 

-3-

I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Cora h. Caudle all of my 
household and kitchen fur11iture of every nnture, also all my stock, farming 
machinery and untensels of every nature, and poultry. 

-4-

I give and devise to my S ·Jn ~tilti~ __ b'. Caudle, nll my right, title and 
interP.st, v1hich consist of one-half undivia·ed · intorest in tract of land that 
I no~ live on, containi11g annroximat~ly one hundred fifty one acres, lying 
end being in Randolnh Uounty, subject to the life estate of my nife Uora E. 
Caudle, as devised in item two of this will, and subject to indebtedness 
due the Federal 1nnd Bank, which loan amounts to npproximutely nineteen 
hund~ed dollars. 

-5-
I J1ereby re1ue ~ t und instruct my executors, hereinafter n&med, at my 

death, or ns eoon after as they deem ~1dvisnble for the beet interest of my 
estate to sell the remainder of my eutate, both real t:..nd personal, not here
tofore devised or bequeathed, which co11isist of one tr~ct of land known as 
the home place, one true t of la11d k:10·.rm ns the Jones plnce, three lo ts in 
the Korner deve lopement, o.nd one lot in Denne nrn tn on the Wes tf ie ld road, 
end all other lHO~")erty that I may now ovm, or mu.y hereafter own,, from the 
receints of the snle of real nronerty and perso11al nronerty and the accounts 
due me, I instruct my executors to pay off in full the a~ount due Bud Ruth 
amounting to a-pproximutely :;p3,200.00, v1llich is a lien u;·ainst the tract of' 
lDnd that I now live on. 

-6-

I give and devise and bequeath all of tho r e:nninder of my estate of 
every kind, not heretofore dc~vised or bequeathed. to my sons Jc;.mes .i:,. Caudle 
l• _/'dgrtr Co.udle, and my grond ch.Lldren ~_llie, Blnnche, ~·rclJ. ie-:-and~ l':logene ' 
1',illard, co:1isting of land, mone:vs, notes, or eqtlity in 0:~1a to everything· 
Jf every nu.tu.re, distribution to be made as follovrn; my son "t.:.mes h. Caudle 
3hall receive one third interest, my son J. Ldghr Caudle shall receive one 
third inter ·'st, my grand children Allie, Blanche, ;1.rchie, and Imogene 
lilla.rd shall receive one tlrrelfth inten)2t ev.ch. 

. ... ' '" er .,. 

,. ,., 
I, 

,1 
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-7-

I hereby anpoint und constitute Ju.mes H. Ua.udle guardian for Allie, 
I31anche, Archie, vnd Irriogene Hillir::.rd, during their minority, for the 
nurnose of h[lndling the funds that they derive from my estate. 

-8-

I hereby constitute und u~point my sons James R. Caudle and J. Edgar . 
1 

Ca.ud le, (to serve vii thou t nay) my lo.v1ful executors to ull in ten ts and .~· 
}')Ur1)0Se8, to execute this m~r last .,.,ill' vnd test 1,.;~nent, according to the ~ 1 , 
true intent and meaning of the same, and every pv.rt and clause th ,: reof ,-'f 
hereby revoking and declaring utterly void all other wills and test~ mente ~{ 
by me heretofore made. >~ 

In witness vrhcreof, I, the snid u. s.Caudle, do hereunto set my hand 
and seal, this the 21st. day of May, 1928. 

N. S. Caudle 

Signed, seuled, nu.l.lliGi1od u11d cluult.red by tho s :..: id ~1. j. Caudle to be 
his last 111ill and testt1'.1ent in the presence of us, who, at his req:i.est and 
in his presence aud in the prese11ce of e1 .-.: h other, do subscribe our 
names as witnesses thereto. 

S'l'L'i'E OP lTOHTH Ci.RO:::..HIA, 
Qurry County. ss. In The Sunerior Court. 

··~ 
.-. ~ .. IS 

~·,.:, 
):~.( 

\il' 
:i!'~ ..,.g 

. ~'...t' 
'frb. 

A paper vrri ting nurrorting to be the la.st ~/ill and 'l' est&ment of U, ~ 1i#._l 
Caudle, dece: .. sed, is exhibited before me, the undersigned., Clerk of the · · :.;~! 
Superior 0ourt for said county, by J. H. & Edgar Caudle the executors thereiJ:iY1• 

mentioned, and the due execution thereof by the !.'.?aid w. s. Caudle and by ·i~ 
the oath and examination of Clyde Gv1yn & J. T. Bro.,·m, the subscribing witnoaa; . 
thereto, v1ho boinG duly s-:rnrn, doth denose and suy, und eo.ch for himself depoi 
and saith, thut he is a subscribinG \•1it11ess to the ne.per writing n0\7 shol'm :'/~1 

him, purporting to be the last Iii 11 end Tes tune nt of N. S. Caudle; that the " 
said H. s. Caudle, in tlJe nresence of this denonent, subsuribed his name at \, 
the end of said na.per v1riting, v1hich is no·u shorm as aforesi:id, and 11hich · .. \ 
bears date of the 21st. duy of Gay, 1928. · 

And ':L'his Denonen t Further S!:l.i th, Thu t the suid ~1. S. Caudle the 
tu tor o.f ores [. id, did, o. t the time of snbsc rib ing his name as &fore said, 
declare the said na~· r wri ti:ig :to subscribed by him and exhibited to be hie ";dt 
last Uill and 'rest:o r.10nt, ~:nd this de11J11ent did thereupon subscribe his name ··t 
at the end of said ;dill, us an o.ttnsti11e: VJitness thereto, and at the requeat·;.1 

•• 

and in · the presenee of said te~'tator. li.nd this d enonent further saith, /'.b~.,,. 
that at the same ti!'!'le when tho se.id testo.tor subscribed his n a me to the ' · 
said last ;1ill as aforescid, a :1d at the time of the deponent' s subscribing +·:. 
his nome r s atteeting v1itness thereto, as aforesaid, the said ~r . s. ~audle \.; 
i:rrns of sound mind and memory, of full uge to execute a. 'ilill, and vms not ~t 
under any restraint, to the k:11o·:r lAdp;e, i11form~:t ion or belief of this denonent 
And fur the r the s e d ,~ n :1 :in 11 ts say 11 o t • 

.3 evarHlly snorn nnd subscribed, Cl de Cv1 n 
this 20th. uu.y of .July, 1928, before me. 

J. '.l' • .brovm 
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261 NORTH CAROLINA. STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
BUREAU' OF VITAL STATISTICS 

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS 

3 &ex 

5a It mel"1'ied. wiclow•cl. or .tiToroed 
liu•b•nd of 
(or)Wileol 

S Sialfh., Married. 1\"idowed, 

o~ 

I ( \ - t·" ' 
i -\.-.J....X.-.- , I - j ~~ 

11 ~6~D~·~'!"~o~f!_!!h~ir~r~b~(~m~o~n~t~h~.~d~a~y~·~:~n0~dn2Yth~ea~1~r~~:~:::..::=:D~a~•-•~~~l .._:J~f:LESS-;::;-",:b~•~n-1 
7 Afe yean .. , , I 

l 1~~~~~~~~~..!-~~~~~i~~~~~_:..~~=!~:~_::_:_:;.._--_i~-~-·, 
8 Oooapatioa of deeeaeed j 

(a1 Trade.. 'Profession. or \ .... ~ .. .l~ 
par11cu.l1r klod col work. ............. _ ................... . ............................................................... . 

(b) Wnn-11 aatar" or indastrJ. 
bolintu. or uublUhment ia . 
which emploJed \Or emolo1er) ................................................................................................. . 

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 

16 De re of Dee th <month. day, and year) 

17 d'a-1;'- g/f ct ,;i " 
I HEREBY CERTIFY, Th., I •trended 

--··-··-········ ··------··• 19 ............. , to 

tlaat l ... b ............. aliTc °"····-·-·-··--··---·······---
\a•d that death oaoarre4. on tbc date Hated aho•e, at 

The CAUSE OF DEATH• waa •• foUowa. 

---------------r--~-~~~.~'---

--- ................. -------- .... ...... .............. .......................... .. ....... ... -. :-----·--
_ ................................. ........................ Cd a ra tioa) ..... _ .......... yn .......... __ _ 

Con tri bo tor-y ...................................................................................... -------
( c) Name of employer (•E.COMDARY) 

~ - _ ...................... ... ...... ................... .......... (daratioa) ............... .... rra ....... ... .. 

~ '....._~ 18 1\"ber« ••• di••••e eoatracted 
9 Birthplace (dty er town) .......... _ ...... ":::':. ..... - ..... ------·-····-~···--······ i1 aot at place of d•ath? ...................... . ...... .. ........ .. .......... -

1--..'.(~S~ta~t:e..'.o'..'.r..'.co::::n:_::n~try~)----------------------~~id •D oper .. ion preoedc deerla? ••••••••• - Dare ol •••• 
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c·1 -~~~~~::._~~~~~~:::::::==\-_:::::::::::::::~~1 ~ I-

;. 12 Maiden Na1De ofMotbe 

13 Birrhpl•ce ol .Morber (city or town) •••.••..• ·-----
(State or country) C.. · . .,__ ·~-·>'.J.J 

15 - r- I · .. '', G - :' ..,. . 
:"\.J 0. '>'" \() ·- · )'\ \ ..... .:.:.i '. l"I I;) 

Flledd.:.L ••• -\-19.-. ~-------~,---~-:...lt.r ... --~-
\ I Rl<GISTIOA" . 

· What teat oollfirmcd clia•no•i•? ........................ .. .......... .. ........ .. 

csirn•dl •••••• ~ •••• S .. \..={~~-""-~----= 
r . 19 ;;._ ddr..1> --v-~ '" 

•sute the Drsust: CAusINc Dl:ATB. or in death• from V 
stale Cl) MUNS AND NATURE OF INJURY. ·and CZ) whether A 
CIDA.l... O». llONIClDAl- lSec rtYeue 1idt: for additional 1pac:c.) 

19 Plaoc of Burial, Crem&tion, or rcm-.Tal 
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE J 
BU.RE.AU OF VITAL 

.STANDARD CERTIFIC 
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Donated by Bill and Hatt·e ranks from th ·! wo ~k of Troy L. nack 

BITS OF INFCRMATION ON COL. BENJ:\MIN E. CA\ ; DILL AND HIS REGIMENT 

(Note: The fo.ilowing informa ti ·rn is not a fl 1.rt of Cc 1. Caudill' s dia1 ·y, but 
data gained through re sear ct by the ropj er of I. i.8 diary.) 

Benjamin E. Caudill was b0n: January ll, 18)0, in what i s now Letcher County, 
Kentucty. He was the ~on of Joh~ • .A.. CaudLil ard Rarhel Cornett, and the 
grandson of Stephen Caudill ( s1u-narne orj g:i naJ.ly spe) led "Cordell" or "Cordill"), 
a Revolutionary soldier, anr~ Sarah "Sally" J\d:1p1 s. lie mHrried Martha L. Asbury, 
c\aughter of Wyatt Asbury, and gr:i.ndcaughter of Francis :· .. sbury, who, :>.ccording 
to tradition, was born in F1 anc1- . Benjarn1.i1 dh:rl Ja11uary ll, 1889, aged 59 years, 
in Claiborne County, Tennessee. and .Jas buried in SJate 11111 Cemetery, about 
three miles frum London, L:l1T el County, Ke11tucl<y. 

Benjamin entered the mi litr ry service of t.he C(.ftfederate States of America 
on November 1, 1861, anrl wa~, commissioned CapLa in 01 Co. G, Fifth Re c iment 
Kentucky Infai itry. 

In August of 1862, Capt. Caudill was autht·rized by Brig. Gen. Humphrey 
tA.arshall to raise a re~)menl of Confederate vo.l 1mteers :l n eastern Ke11tucky. The 
regiment was organized n11rirg August and SP-ptc111ber, 186~ , at Whitesburg, Letcher 
County, Kentuc!~. Origina 1J y the unit was comr rised of nine companies consisting 
of a total of six hundred men. (There is reco1 ci that upward of a thousand men 
served in this 1mit at ::;ome tin.e durJng the c011rse of tl•e war.) At .:irst, the 
regiment was ufficially li s ted as 1 !1e TentL Ker 1tucky In rantry. Shortly 
thereafter the designatlon w1s <.;hanged to 'l'enth Kentuck-y Mounted Infantry, then 
to Tenth Kentu.cky Mmmted Riflemen, and fiually • in early 1865, to Tnirteenth 
Kentucky Cavalry, the desigr .ation H lllld at. thf· war• s end. (Locally> this unit 
was and still is referred t<' a!> 11 BE'n Caudi il 1 s HegiJTlent,") Apparently Benjamin 
was promoted from Captain to Colonel sh0rtly alter cissumiug command of this 
unit. 

Col. Caudill and ninety-six of his conu!lf'nrl, including sixte_en officers, 
were captured at Gladesdlle, Virgjnia, on the morning of July 1, 186) (see page 
1 of his diarf)• As his dia ry di~close~, Col. Caudill ~3S in various prisons 
during the appr...'.lxima tely thirteen months h·~ wa n a p1· is oner of war. f.vent°:B-lly, 
he was transported on the Ur•ion prison ship Drngoon to Charleston, South Carolina, 
where he was released in an ex~hange of prlsonf r·s 011 Aueust ), 186h. (Date and 
place of his release from a letter to h1s superior offirer, datelined Abingdon, 
Virginia, August 12, 186h.) Auout September l·, 1 18&1.i, lie again assurned command 
of his regiment, which he retained to the ~nd o f the war. During Col. Caudill's 
imprisonment, the regiment (sometimes at only t'attallon strength) wa '.; commanded 
by Major J. Thomas Cheuowct!., who served in the 11nit th1 oughout its existance. 

During the first year o[ its existancc , it appears that this regiment operated 
largely on ib own, and was ,\sed mainly to curt ail the c;ctivities of the Union 
11 Home Guard" in the mountair1 counties of e:iste1 n Kentucky. About October of 
186), it was attached to Col. Henry L. Glltner's Cavalry Brigade which was a 
component part of the Arley' of Southwestern Virginia, Ea,t Tennessee, and East 
Kentucky. Tl~ regiment remained in this brigade to the end of the war. While 
in this command it part:!.cipa ted in Gen. John lhmt Morgan's famous 11 1.ast raid" 
into Kentucky in June of lBtlt, and remained in Morgan's Division until he was 
killed at Greenville, Tennessee, in September of the same year. During Morgan's 
raid into Kentucky, this regiment participated in the Battles of Mount Sterling 
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and Cynthiana, where MOrr:in's forces, after initial successes, were forced to 
make a hasty ret.rea t bacl: to Vil glnk. 

The princi1 al :lreas of :ict.i.vity by t.his regimE:nt werf! southwestern Virginia, 
ea~tern Tennessf·e, '"nd e-.stern Y.entucky. Ji(1wever, it is known that, toward the 
end of the war, the regj r·1f!nt ~ms enp;ip;ed in battle with Sheridan's forces near 
Wil'chester, Virr.inia, wh i c-h ~-; in t.he nr,r!.l1r rn part of thE' state. 

1 This regim-·nt, th~n tl!e ThirtP.e1it.h KE'n~.ucky Cavalry, C. S. A., was forJT'.aly 
su!·rendered to 'he Union comnl'ln"ler at. Mo1lnt Sterling, Kent11cky, on April JO, 
1865, three ful 1 we""ks a "ter Lee li:,il surrenriP.red to Grant at Appomattox. 

The reader will not·· Uw t ' ~ ol. \~1.ucU 11 states on the f_by'leaf of his diary 
that his regim"r't w.-1 s "rl I shanded at N~whorn rPulas}ri Count.r7 Va. Aprile the 1.tth, 
1865, by General Ecles". (Oen. Echrils was .,-Confederate c·fficer and Col. 
Candill's super5or.) It :ir•p""::i.r~ th:it, Col. ,~;n1dill felt tr.at he could avoid the 
hUJ'lliliation th."'' he woul ·l expP.ri..ence in ~ur :·endering, simply by disbanding his 
rer,iment. How~ . er, the rec-nds im'ir<tt." th:1t. his men di ·! not disband but 
marched from Vi q~in i.a t0 Mount St.er Ung , Ke 0 1tucky, under the immediate command 
of Major J. T. •'hennweth. :\n'l the overall C'lmmand of Col. Giltner, the brigade 
commander, and, ;is "lbove --st.:\ted, s11rrenrlererl there. 

On the basis of t.hC' re("r nl, it sPems l 0gic2l to assur:ie that Col. Caudill 
departed from his r·~gim~11t ;.i 1·'1ut Arril !!, lnb5, ;ind went his own way. (At that 
tir-e the regiment w:l.s iP S"U t liwest~rn V·i rgini.a.) This a~sumption is strengthened 
by a letter to 1 '.01. CaudUl f'roin Col. l'•:r.ry L. Giltner, tt'e brigade commander and 
Col. Caudill's immediatP sup'='rinr. The let ',er follows: 

Lexington, Ky. 
May h, lBb~ 

Col. B. E. Cau•Jil 1. 
Comdg. l)th Ky. Cav. 

Col~ 

In the sur - endP ,. J hav<? rPc"ntly mad~ of.' my co!TIW'nd to Brig. Genl. 
Hobson, I have inc) 11ded yon and your m ~n and officers in the surrender. 

If you rio nC't c •me frn-warCI and <'.C'' ·pt the terms, you will be 
declared an outJaw :111d tre;iter! ;\S such. 

II. L. Giltner 
Col. C. S. A. 

It is possible that Col. Caudjll did snrrenrler at some later date. 
However, I have found n" record thrl.t. he cii..d. Perhaps he had developed a hatred 
against Union oi'fice1 s t.1iat, ••ould n·')t permi i . him tti surrpr·der. Causes for 
hat.red are found in his ·liary, and in Vie f0ll01dnp; letter: 

(To be co!ltinued) 

5b 

..................................................... mk'._. ........ ~----- ·-----..,, ... ,_.,,_,.,..,,_..,.._. __________________________________ _ 
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Angela LeonardfThe Mount Airy News 

Raymond Caudle grows quiet and a little tea!Y Monday as he reads a resolution recognizing 
the tact that~ flag.he holds was ftowfi o er e a~ ~tl()r. caudt~ 
received medals earned during the Korean War from Congressman Richard Burr, who also 
presented the flag, during a brief ceremony at the Mount Airy Municipal Building. 

Veteran of Korean War 
gets his medals at last 
By ANGELA LEONARD 

Associate Editor 
MOUNT AIRY - Nearly 50 

years after he retired from the 
U.S. Navy, Raymond Caudle on 
Monday finally received the 
medals he had earned during 
the Korean War. 

Rep. Richard Burr traveled 
to Mount Airy to make the pre
sentations to Caudle, who was 
joined by his wife and a group 
of area veterans at the city com
missioners meeting room. 

"It's unfortunate that in 
World War II, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, the Persian 
Gulf and other recent conflicts, 
in particular, the last thing vet
erans thought about was stick
ing around to get the medals 
they had earned and so richly 
deserve," said Burr. "The fact 
that the records center burned 
in the 1960s only made it that 
much more difficult. 

"We've learned in the more 
than 100 cases that we've been 
able to achieve, that the medals 
are not as important to the re
cipients as they are to their chil
dren and grandchildren," Burr 
said. 

Caudle, who served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1951-1955, 
was presented with the Good 
Conduct Medal, which brought 
a round of laughs from his 
friends, the National Defense 
Medal, the U.N. Medal, the Ko
rean Service Medal, and docu
mentation for the Republic of 
Korea Presidential Unit Cita
tion. 

However, it was a surprise 
presentation that moved him to 
tears. 

Angela LeonardfThe Mount Airy News 

Rep. Richard Burr, left, honors Korean War veteran Ray
mond Caudle with medals and a special flag during a cere
mony Monday. 

Burr presented Caudle with 
a flag that had flown over the 
U.S. Capitol, telling him he 
could fly it or save it for his 
family. 

"I have a flag pole and it will 
fly," said Caudle, brushing a 
tear from his cheek, and accept
ing a hug from his wife, Jane. 
"I'm proud to have served my 
country. This flag will fly 

high." 
Caudle said he served eight 

years in the U.S. Navy and was 
aboard the USS Firedrake, an 
ammunition ship serving in Ko
rea from April 1951 to April 
1955. The day he left the U.S. 
Navy, he began a 12-year Air 
Force stint "because I was tired 

See VETERAN, page 2A 



Veteran 
Continued from page 1 a 

of being gone," he said. 

Burr used the opportunity to 
talk about the current conflict in 
Korea, saying that he feels cer
tain it will be resolved through 
diplomatic means. 

"It's a shock that 50 years 
later, we are in such a similar 

cour rrrry; v11------· -----------------. 

situation again," he said. "I 
don't think it will require the 
military this time. I believe it 
will be a different solution and 
we will eventually see a united 
Korea without the threat that 
exists there now. 

"It's kind of like Congress. 
We don't always do it on time, 
but we eventually do get it 
done." 

He also made reference to 

NE YOU KNOW WHEN YOU'RE 

NG JOBS. 
now. Talk to me about moving 

1ous employer's plan into a 

~ you change jobs. Call me today. 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, 
STATE FARM IS TH ER[; 

and are offered by pr0>pectus through State Farm VP 
" IL 61710.0001. 1-800447-4910. Read the proopeaus, 
efore investing. Consult yoor tax, legal or investment 

10/02 

the Middle East tensions and 
the looming war in Iraq. 

Burr said that he has come to 
believe that war in Iraq is not 
only justified, but needed, and 
that efforts have gone above 
and beyond what were required 
by diplomacy. "Up until a 
month ago, I believed that we 
could accomplish what was 
needed without going to bat
tle," he said, "but our allies 
have made sure there were too 
many outs for a very evil man. 

"We will judge the decision 
made based on what we find 
there, and I believe it will be 
significant. 

"I was with the eighth grade 
at Pilot Mountain Middle 
School earlier today, and it is 
important that they understand 
why we fight wars. They asked 
me if it made me mad to see 
war protestors, and I said no, it 
doesn't. The reason we are 
there doing that, is so they can 
be here doing what they.'.r,e 00- . 
ing. We are fighting for the 
freedoms and tbe liberties we 
have." 
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!~A ODLE 
• , •: DOBSON - Mrs. Arra Layne 
!·Caudle, 91, of 110 Surry Manof ·· 
·· • Lane, Dobson, died Wednes;ay, 

February 25, 1998, in NortKern 
Hospital of Surry County. Mrs. 
Caudle was born November 22, 
1906 in Surry County to the late 
Joseph Daniel and Arra Bray 
Layne. Mrs. Caudle was a home
maker and a member of the E~t
ern Star. Survivors include two 
grandchildren, David Caudle 
and John Caudle, both of Mount 
Airy, and 12 great-grandchil
dren. In addition to her parents, 
Mrs. Caudle was preceded in 
death by her husband, Clyde 
William Caudle; one son, John 

••.William Caudle; and one grand~ 
son, Thomas William Caudle. 
According to her wishes, no for
mal funeral services will be held. 
Davis and Son Funeral Home is 
serving the family. 



FAMILY: IT'S IMPORTANT TO 12 CAUDLE SIBLINGS 

Tie That Binds 

~ JOURNAL PHOTOS BY LAUREN CARROLL 

Tom Caudle gets a kiss from his sister Jackie Caudle Shore during the Caudle famlly reunion at Konnoak Hiii United Methodist Church. 

7Jescendants take time to De together 
By Paul Garber 
JOURNAL REPORTER 

T
om and Ruth Caudle 
taught their children the 
importanceoffamil~ 
and it's a lesson they've 
never forgotten. 

It's so important to them that 
every year the children - all 12 of 
them - gather to celebrate the 
bond that has existed for more than 
BO years. 

"Those family values are still in 
us," said Evelyn Caudle Holder. 

Yesterday, a Caudle family re
union brought about 70 people to
gether at Konnoak Hill United 
Methodist Church. They gathered 
to share a meal, leaf through old 
photographs, and light candles for 
family members who have died, in
cluding Ruth and Tom Caudle. 

The reunion included 10 of the 
12 siblings, with only sisters Hazel 
Cooke and Florence Gibson unable 
to attend. Hazel Cooke lives in 
Michigan. She is the only sibling 
who does not live in North Caroli
na. 

"I think it's the greatest blessing 
in the world," said Jackie Caudle 
Shore. "When I see some of the 
nieces and nephews come in from 
out of state, I just cry." 

All together, there are 94 direct 
descendants of Ruth and Tom Cau
dle. Many of them attended yester
day's reunion. 

Wayne Shore, a grandson, said 
that each reunion is a chance to 
share and learn some more family 
history. 

See REUNION, Pap A6 

Tom Caudle looks over famlly memorabllla on dlsplay at the reunion. 

Ten of the 12 
Caudle slbllngs In 
attendance are 
(back row from left) 
Roger Caudle, Ray 
Caudle and Cecll 
Caudle; (mlddle row 
from left) Jean 
Carter, Margaret 
Wood, Jackie 
Shore, Evelyn 
Holder and Gerrie 
McDanlel; (front 
row from left): Tom 
Caudle and Oscar 
Caudle. Two 
sisters, Kazel 
Cooke and Florence 
Gibson, didn't 
attend the reunion. 
//-1 J-,2..dd~ 



REUNION 
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· "It's amazing to us that 
they're all still together," he said. 

Ruth and Tom Caudle mar
ried in 1917 and the next year 
had their first child, Margaret. 

She wouldn't be an only child 
for very long. Soon she was 
joined by sister Evelyn, followed · 
by Florence, Tom Jr., Oscar, 
Cecil, Hazel, Jean, Ray, twins 
Gerrie and Jackie, and finally, 
Roger - at 62, the youngest of 
the siblings. 

Most of them grew up in the 
family's home at the corner of 
First and Chestnut streets, close 
to the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
factories. 

Tom Caudle worked at Rey
nolds for 51 years, working his 

••• 

~-.._ J I Pr1nida111fo rz 
way up to tobacco inspector. years," she said of her marriage 1;· 
Ruth Caudle did crochet work ~o Robert Holder Jr. r 
for a local department store and ., ' The family has had reunions n 
ran a cafeteria for Reynoldf since about the 1940s, Jae~ , 
workers out of her home. Shore said. The family eventually 

And with a house full of chil- got so big that getting everyone 
dren, there was always some- together became more difficult. 
thing happening. In 1981, the family decided to 

"It was sort of complicated," hold reunions that focused on 
Margaret Caudle Wood said. ,. Ruth Caudle and the families of 

The family eventually moved her 12 children. Ruth Caudle 
to a home on Gloria Avenue. All died in 1984. 
of the children attended Gray Wayne Shore organized this 
High School. year's reunion, taking over from '~SJ 

Their parents were married his uncle, Jim McDaniel, who ~c 
more than 50 years, until Tom had been the main organizer. :rr i 

Caudle Sr. died in 1968. Long Ji~. McDaniel ?ied last year. It~ 
marriages have been a big part . I a~ fascmated by family I. 
c;>f their children's lives as well. ~1story, Wayne Shore said. Ire t 

Four of the siblings have eel- Everyone has a story. Everyone ling 
is a character." . R 

ebrated golden anniversaries. e~ 
The longest of those marriages • Paul Garber can be r• di 
belongs to Evelyn Holder. reached at 727-7327 or at ttim 

"We've had a wonderful 66 pgarber@wsjournal.com. :>lau 
iver 

com~ to ~e city since Ht 
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