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A Brieg¢ History of New [ipe Bapitist Church

The New Libde Bapitist Church was organized Ln 19718 under the
Leadership o4 Rev. M.B. Phillips who became pastor and served unitil
71920 and again Lin 71923. The young church met <in the 0€d Tucker School
House until a church buillding wasés constructed Ln 71920.

In 71978, the church was recelved Lnto the Surry Bapitisil
Assoclation. However, no reporit or other Lnpormation L6 recorded Ln
the Associational minutes. In 1979, the following statistics aze
zecorded. Total value of church property was S150. There werxe 16 male
arnd 28 females for a total number of 44 members. Eilghty were enrolled
Lin Sunday School which was operated for only é monthsés at a cost o4
$3.00. On this year, T.F. Bryant, J.E. Nowman, S.J. Hodges, and C.M.
Adkins were efected delegates to the Assoclation meeting with the
Rocky Ford Church. The pastor, Rev. M.B. Phillips, preached ithe
annual sexmon on the subfect, "Witness for Jesus”.

Brother T.F. Bryant was active Lin the church and served by
holding various ofgices. He was also mentiored several timesd Ln
assoclational minutes asés making moitions and serving on a number o4
commititees.

During the 1920’6 the membership Lncreased a Little, fluctuating
freom 45 Lo 72 in 71929. The following pastors served during this
period. Rev. M.B. Phillips 19719-20,7923. Rev. L.B. Murry, 719271-22.
Rev. E.B. Draughn 1924-25. Rev. George W. Oakley 1926-30.

The young church wasés struggling for €ife arnd growth. Providing a
place of worship claimed their aittentions. The recordsé show thait

during the first 12 years the church gave a total of $68.27 Lo all




missLons.

In the 1930’6 the membership continued Lo Lncreadse. However, the
zneporits show an up and down patitern. In 1932, 86 members were
zeported, but in 71934 Lt was down to 69. By 71938 Lt was back up Lo
80. Rev. W. Frank Weathewman served asb pastor for modst of this
period, 1931-36 and 71938-39. Rev. LLoyd Pardue was pastor Lin 1937.

During the decade of the 30°’s the church conitinued to be more
Anterested Ln L{t8 own existence. The missionary’s vision wasd dim aé a
Zotal of 836.07 was recorded asés gLifts Lo missionsd Lin the ten-year
period.

In 1941 the highest membership on record, 97, was zeporited.
However An 1942 Lt dropped to 77 and remained Lin the 70’6 for about 6
years. By 71949 Lt had gone back up Lo 86. However, Ln 1950 the recoxrd
shows a arop to 42. This fell again to 36 in 719571. The LAmplications
and detailes of this are best forgotiten except to remind wus that
factions and splits do come to churches. This period was
characterized by shorit pastorates. For seven years there wad a
difperent pastor each year. Rev. John Weathewman served Lin 1940 and
1944. The following also served during thié perlod: Rev. D.W. Day
7947, Rev. Hubert Hawls 1942, Rev. Samséson Collins 1943, Rev. Sam
Jones 1945. In 71946 Rev. Charbie Jackséon became padstor and continued
until 1948. He returned <in 71954 and served for ftwo more years. Rev.
Elbert Hawrs served in 1949. Rev. R.D. Fleitcher wasé pastor Lin
r950-57.

During this period the mission activities o4 the church

Lncreased Jjust a Lititle.




Beginning <in 1952 the membership began to move up again, 4£€2 “/4_
being reported. By 71953 £t had gained Zto 55. Rev. Fred McHorne wasés the
pastor during these 2 years. However the nrnext two yearsés there waéd a
adrop back to 45 members.

The early 50’6 was a difflcubt time for the church. However, Lit
refused to die and continued to sLowly move forward. About 71955 a
period o growth began that has continued unitil the present. In this
decade LAncreadses Ln memberdhip, gLving and missionsd wads recorded.
Mission contributions were S5817.

In 71956 Rev. E.M. Eldridge became the pastor arnd continued urntil

1967. His salary for the $irst year was $296. The Church bullding,

condstructed in 71920, was becoming too small and two Sunday School
znooms were bullit. During Brother Eldridge’s ministry the membership
LAncreased from 45 to 971. Two worship services a month were conducted.
Salary had Lincreased Lo $304 by 71967.

Rev. Joe Bowman became pastor Ln 1962. That year the membership
was reported as 45 resident and 57 non-resident, 96 total. During his
ministry the membership hasé Lncreaded Lo 167.

In the spring of 71963 the nrnew bullding was started. It was
Located across the road on a rew Lot donated by Mr. Charbie Atkins.
The total cost of the building was $57,000, $27,500 of which was
borrowed. The first service was the firet Sunday o 71964. The
dedication service was held on the third Surnday of January. The
moritgage was palid off <n August 1972 and a noite burning was held on

September 24, 71972.




The decade of the 60’s saw the greatest growth in the history of
the church. The membership made a Steady gain each year. Cooperaition
and dedicaition of the people has produced harmony and spiritual
growth. During this period the Mission contrlbutions amounited to
$3,223. Rev. Bowman’s contribution of time, talent and redoucesd
challenged the people Lo do their best. His falthful service year
after year produced a steady growth Ln many areas.

The 70’6 began on a continuing path of growth. While working
hard to finieh paying odé4 the debit the church gave $2,221 to missionsd
Ln 71970 and 7977. In August 1972 the church adopited a new budget
which designated 258 to missions. On March 6, 1977, Rev. Joe Bowman
resigned due to L€ healih.

In May of 71977, Rev. Kenneth Jessup was elected asé pastor. Undex
Rev. Jessup’'s Leadership the parking Lot was paved and palid for Ln
October of 71978. Mission contributions continued to grow.

In Jubly, 1980 the church rebullit the altar making the choir Lofit
Larger. The church saw the need for a harndicapped ramp and one was
built in October of 71984. The pew were also upholstered. In December
of 71985 a P.A. system was Lnstalled. In February of 1988 Rev. Jessup
znesigned.

In August of 7988, Rev. L. J. Rippey was elected as pastor. He
was ordained on September 70, at Oak Ridge VBapuo-t Church in Cana,
Va. In June o4 71990 the parking Lot was resurfaced and in September
the church saw the need for putting vinyl on the outside of the
church. In 1992 the church started the profect of renovating the

basement. In August of 71992, Rev. Rippey redigrned.




In January o4 1993, Rev. Erxnest Nichols, was elected as pasitor.

In the 75 years of the existence of the New Life Baptist Church
Lt has come a ong way. It has come from a Little group worshipping
An a borrowed school bullding to the present comfortable anrnd
beautiful building. The membership, though at times up and down, has
grown Lo the present 162.

As we Look ahead Lt L6 hoped that New [Life Baptist Church will
be a greater influence Ln the community asé well as around the world.

We are grateful to those of yearsd gone by who saw a need gor a
church and worked o bring about Ltsé organization. Aé we enfoy today
Zhe fruits of their sacrifices we give thanks to Almighty God for
this blessings. Most of all we are tharnkful for the saving grace of
His son, Jesus Christ, who has changed the £€ives o4 hundreds through

the New Life Bapitist Church.
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