
P AGE D4- SUNDAY MoRl :NG, DEcEMBER 27, 1959 

Likes His Work · 

Doctor, 72, 
Going Strong 

By Jeanette Reid 
Staff Reporter 

MOUNT AIRY - Dr. 
. Jones Lovill can't 

hobby he likes as well 
work. 

Robert 
find a 
as his 

So he continues to practice 
• medicine, although at 72 he has 

passed the usual age of retire­
ment. 

For 49 years he has been a 
general practitioner, having had 
ibis office at Mount Airy far the 
last 38 years. 

"I started practicing in the 
days when y011 were lucky to get 
50 cents for an office call and 
five dollars for delivering a 
baby," he said. 

Bringing babies into the world 
has brought Dr. Lovill some of 
his more memorable moments. 

Delivered Triplets 

He delivered triplets in 1944 
to Dolly Hite, the only triplets 
lborn in the county in his mem-
ory. · 

Another woman, giving birth 
to her 23rd child, told the physi­
cian, "My only regret is that I 
can't have 24 and round out an 
even two dozen~' 

Another new mother, who 
1ounded as though she didn't 
need a doctor,. said she'd rather 
have a baby than a cold. 

Dr. Lovill was born July 4, 
1887, in the Fisher River section 
several miles from here to Mar­
tha Jones and Walter W. Lovill. 

A great-great-grandfather, Ed­
ward Lovill, who came to this 
country from Cornwall, England, 
opened an iron mine on Tom's 
Creek near Pilot Mountain. The 
mine was the first in this area. 

A n o t h e r great-great-grand­
father, John Taliferro, was a 
physiCian and a preacher, serv­
ing in the Revolutionary War. 

And "U& grandfather, James Lo­
vHI, s.!rved in the Confederate 

..._~--..:.:::::..-=ibut died of measles after 
:tie of Appomattox. 

I 

Dr. Lovill grew up on his fath­
er's 100-acre farm, often working 
for 25 cents a day. He attended 
Surry County public schools, Dob­
son High School and Woodlawn 
(Va.l Academy. 

He took a two-year medical 
course at the University of North 
Carolina, then studied two more 
years at the University of Mary­
lard, where he gradu,ated in 1910. 
He served his internship during 
his senior year. 
· He immediately started prac­

ticing medicine with Dr. J. D. 
Edwards at Siler City. 
• A year later he married the 

daughter of a Siler City physi­
cian. She was Lucill KirkrnaQ. 

Dr. Lovill then moved to Dob­
son, and a little later to Mount 
Airy where he was associated 
with Dr. Henry B. Roe. He and 
Dr. Roe performed the first op­
eration in the former Irvin Me­
morial Hospital here. 

Still not settled for life, Dr. 
and Mrs. Lovill lived for a while 
at Fairmont and then Wingate 
,before he went on active duty 
and served overseas during 
World War I. He was a first 
lieutenant in the 82nd Division. 

After his discharge in 1919, Dr. 
Lovill practiced at Kittrell be­
fore finally coming to Mount Airy 
permanently in 1921. 

Remodeled House 

He now has his medical ollice 
in the interesting old Joyce house 
on Rockford Str,eet. He finds its 
solid brick walls and sound con­
struction comfortable. And he has 
remodeled and modernized the 
interior to meet his needs. ' 

During his years he has been 
a member ~ Central Methodist 
Church, the American Legion, 
the Kiwanis Club, the N.C. Medi· 
cal Society and the American 
Medical Assn. He was also presi­
dential elector for the state's 
Fifth District in the States Right& 
Democratic Party in 1948. 

He lives in an interesting and 

DR. ROBERT JONES LOVILL 
..• hobby comes second .•• 

attractive home built during the Va. , and Barbara, 13, a- junior 
1880's by . the .founder of Mount high student. 
Airy's first bank. The address is The Lovills have modernized 
723 North Main Street. the interior af their home but 

And Dr. Lovill enjoys showing have retained its original charm 
it to guests. and unique design. 

But he also wants to take them They also enjoy many summer 
there to meet his family. hours at their Fancy Gap, Va., 

"They are so much of my life," ihome. 
he explained. A fellow member of the medi-

They include his wife, a gra- cal profession here described the 
cious !hostess; his only son, Rob- amiable Dr. Lovill as a true gen­
ert J. Lovill Jr., an attorney who 1:leman interested in honesty and 
also owns the county's largest to- his fellmv man. 
baooo farm and his wife; ·and And he has found a hobby 
Dr. Lovill's grandohildren, Rob- which interests ihim very mu~ 
ert Lovill m, 15, who attends geology. He is president of t. 
Episcopal High at Alexandria, Mount Airy Mineral Club. 



FOR 50 YEARS SERVICE 
Well-Known Local Physican Presented 
Certificate And Pin At Dinner lJ!Jeet 
Of Medical Association Last Night 

, Loc~l and area physicians hon­
o~ed one of their own last night. 

Dr. Rober t Jones Lovill Sr ., 
one of Mount Airy's best -known 
•nd r espected physician, receiv­
ed a qertificate and pin com­
plemorating his 50 years of serv­
ice to the medical profession. 
· The presentation was made at 
p dinner meeting of the Surry­
Y.~dkin Medical Association last 
~ight at 7 o'clock at the Blu-Vue 
Restaurant. 
' The · pin and certificate· were 
tlW'!'-I'ded by the North Carolina 
~edical Association. The presen­
~tion was mad~ by Dr. Ralph 
if . . Sykes, vice-president of the 
~:rr.y-Yadkin A,ssociation. 
. D~. L. R. Littleton is presi­
~ent o-f the Surry-Y~dkin As­
pqciation. He was out of town 
,tnli unb!lle to attend the · meet-~,..~-D_R_. -R~. _J ___ L_o_v~I_L_L_S_R_. _ ___. 
1ng-. 
;: Dr. Lovill, who will lbe 713 years 
Qid· Monday, has had his office 
in Mount Airy f or the past 38 
:y~ars. It is located in the old 
Joyce house on Rockford Street. 
"'· Dr. Lovill was born July 
1887, in the Fisher River section, 
~ ' son of Martha Jone!S an-a. Wal­
ter, W. Lovill. He grew up on 
}:lis father's farm, attended the 
SuTry County public schools, Dob­
iJOn High School and Woodlawn, 
Va. Academy. 
; He took a· two-year medical 
~oiuse at the University of Nor­
till · ·.carolina, then studied two 
i:nore years at the University of 

• i\f~~·yland, where he graduated 
in · 1910. He served his internship­
ih.lring his senior year. 
' . He immediately started prac­
ing• medicine with Dr. J . D. Ed­
wards . at Siler City, and, a year 

_later, married the daughter of a 
Siler City physician. She was Lu­
cille Kirkman. 
' Dr. Lovill then moved to Doh­
lion and, a little later, to Mount 
Airy,· where he was associated 
w.ith 'Dr. Hemy B. Rowe. He and 
Dt•.' .Rowe performed the first 
<op~ration in the former Irvin 
'Memorial Hospital here. 

· Dr. and Mrs. 'Lovill lived for a 
while a.t Fairm,.ont and then Win­
~ate; before he entered the Army, 
Sj!rVing overseas d,uring World 
I as a first lieutenant in the 82nd 
Division. 
'· After · his discharge in 1919, 
:Pr. Lovill practiced at Kittrell 
before coming to Mount Airy 
permanently in 1921. 

During his active life in Mount 
Airy, the general practitioner has 

·been a memb& of Central Meth­
pdist Church, the American Le­
gion, Kiwanis Club, N. C. Medical 

-•- · tlw A e iCan Medi-
~ 



Some Of The W i nn~rs 

place winners in the Men's Pair Event 
of the Black Diamond Sectional Bridge Dupli­
cate Tournament held here are center left, 
w . B. woodson, Greensboro, N. c .. and center 
right, ~- J . Lovill Jr. , Mt. Airy, N. c. At left 

is Qarfield Burton. P rinceton, chairman of th& 
tournament, and J. Dodd Martensen , secretn-y 
of the Bluefield Chamber of Commerce who 
presented the awards. 

· $n~, f~---: 
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nts Are 
.• 

Vn Bridge Tc 

LIFE MASTERS - Bridge has its light moments too as the smiles attest. Pictured at the sec-
tournament held at the Yadkin Hotel are five Life Masters around a table. From the left, 

Mr. and Mrs. William Holderness of Greensboro, John Crawford of Philadelphia, Bob 
of Mount Airy and Joe McCabe of Columbia, S. C. Looking on from the rear is Charles 

allace of Salisbury, 



e-U!AJL 

Extending A D~served Honor 
Dr. Robert Jones Lovill, an individual 

as . familiar to most Mount · Airy 'citi~ens 
as: .the g~anite a goodly portion of . this 
Granite City rests upon, was honored by 
his profession Thursday 'night of last week. 
We say that Dr. Lovill is -familiar to most 
Mount Airy citizens. Well he should be, 
for he delivered m.any hundreds of them 
into this world. . 

Occasion for the . honor was commemo­
rating Dr. Lovill's 50 years of service to 
the medical .profession and thus to his 
fellow man. Dr. Ralph J . Sykes, vice-presi­
dent of the · Surry-Yadkin Medical Asso­
ciation, presented ' Dr. Lovill with a pin 
and cert~icate awairded by the North 
Carolina Medical Association at a dinner 
meeting at the Blu-Vue Restaurant. 

Fifty years of service to one's fellow 
citizens is an extremely long period of 
time, even when it is spoken fast. A half 
century of love of one's chosen profession! 
Dr. Lovill has been-indeed, he has been 
a part .of-the progress Mount Airy has 
made ;from a tlilriving village into a pros-

. perous ·little city. Looking back over those 
years, Dr. Lovill must feel a sense of 
accomplishment that so much has been 
done to better his city, and that he has 

• • 

12, 194Z 

played a part in it. 
During ,the half-century the well-known 

Mount Airy physician has be,en in medical s 
practice, eiviliza.tion has made great stri- c 

des. The airplane has become more than 
a toy, automobiles have become bigger and o 

better, jets streak across the sky, and even 
l the heavens have lost their immunity to f 

man's inquisitiveness. 
As a layman a.:J ignorant as most or­

dinary people concerning medicine, we t 

yet fee•l that the fifty years Dr. Lovill has v 

been practicing medicine were probably Tt 
the most important years in medical his­
tory. Greatly improved surgical techniques g : 

and form.s of medical treatment, mod-ern 
hospitals, X-ray coming into its own, sulfa, of 

penicillin, antibiotics, all t h e so-called H . 

"wonder" drugs, the Salk poliomelitis vac­
cine: all these and more advances have 
been made in the half century Dr. Lovill 
has been practicing medicine . 

Truly, we feel that that is a rea.l "gold­
en" anniversary, We congratulate Dr. Lov­
ill on his accomplishments in the past, the 
recognition he has received, and on future . 
accomplishments, for Mount Airy with ­
out Dr. Lovill practicing medicine is about 
as hard to imagine as anything we kno\Y. 

WINSTON 

seated, left to right: Raymond 
Smith, Mount Airy businessman; 
Mrs. R. J. LoviiJ, pr-esident of 
the American Legion Auxiliary 
of Mount Airy; A. E. Tilley, 
Mount Airy attorney; Judge Wil­
liam G. Bobbitt, C h a r I o t t e; 

second row standing, left to right: 
Marion Allen, Elkin attorney; W. 
E. Woodruff, Mount Airy, toast­
master; Ralph Scott, solicitor, 
Danbury; Kellock Hale, chair­
man of the Mount Airy Red 
Cross. 



BRIDGE WINNERS~ Bridge cup winners in the Mid-Atlantic Regional Bridge 
Tournament , which ended here last night, are shown in the picture above. They are 
(left to right) : W. B: . Woodson of Greenville, S. C.; R. J . Lgvill J r. of Mount Airy ; Mrs. 
Frailk Weisbach of Cincinnati, 0 ., national tournament director ; David Murray of Falls 
Church, Va., and Lt. Ray Fetzner of Ar lington , Va. The tournament began Friday and 
included play in the following divisions: Men's Pairs, Women 's Pair s, Mixed Pairs, Open 
Pairs, Teams-of -Four, and a special pair even t. 
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DR. R. J. LOVILL 

R. J. Lovill; 
Mount Airy 
Physician __ 

Maryland, graduating in 1910. 
He served his internship during 
his senior year. 

Practice 

j He then opened practice in 
Siler City for a year. He moved 
to Dobson and a little later to 
Mount Airy where be was as­
sociated with Dr. Henry B. Roe. 

e and Roe performed the first 
peration in the old Irvin Memo· 
ial Hospital here. 
He then practiced for a while 

at Fairmont-and Wingate before 
oing overseas during World 
ar I. After his discharge in 

919, Lovill practiced in Kittrell 
efore returning to Mount Airy 

1in 1921. He had his office here 
in the old Joyce House on Rock­
ford Street. ' 

He liked to discuss his more 
than 50 years of practice and 
once said, "I started practicing 
in the days when you were lucky 
to get 50 cents for an office call 
and five dollars for delivering 
a baby." 

Delivered Triplets 

He said that bringing babies 
into the world brought him some 
of his most memorable mo­
ments. In 1944 he delivered trip­
lets to Mrs. Dolly Hite. They 

MOUNT AIRY _ Dr Robert were the only triplets born in 
Jones Lovill, 75, of 723 N. Main the county in his memory. 
Street, a physician here for He was a member of the Sur­
more than 40 years, died at ry County Medical Society, the 
4:50 a.m. yesterday at Northern American 'on, the N.C. 
Surry Hospital. He had been ill Medical As iation. He was 
since suffering a heart attack also a memb fJ!. Central Meth-
Friday at his home. odist Church. 

He was born in Surry County Surviving are his wife,· the 
to Walter Wiley and Martha former Miss Lucille Kirkman 
Jones Lovill and was a member whom he married in 1911 ; a son, 
of one of the county's earliest Robert J. Lovill Jr. of Mount 
families. Airy; two grandchildren; and a 

He grew up on his father's sister, Miss Betty Lovill of 
farm in the Fisher River sec- Mount Airy. 
tion and attended Surry County I The funeral will be conducted 
schools, Dobson High School, at 3 p.m. today at his home by 
and Woodlawn (Va.) Academy. he Rev. Edward Lovill and the 

He took a two-year medical Rev_. D. D. Hodges. Burial will 
~ course at the University of e m Oakdale Cemetery. 

""-" .... Llo. ... North Carolina, then studied two The body was taken home 
, more years at the Medical yesterday from Moody Funeral 

chool of the University of Home. 



Dr. Robert Jones LOVIU 

Last week, yet another name was add­
ed to the roste.r of prominent and lor pio­
neer Mount Airy citizens who have been 
victims of the Grim Reaper's scythe this 
year when Dr. Robert Jones Lovill, a mem­
ber·. of the medical profession for well over 
fifty years, was claimed by death. Dr. Lo­
vill ' sustained a heart attack at his home 
on North Main Street and died on the 
third day at Northern Surry Hospital. 

The name of Lovill should be a familiar 
one to every Surry Countian. It has long 
been associated with various business, 
farming, o1·cha d, church and civic pur­
suits in Mount Airy and vicinity. And Dr. 
Lovill, in his chosen caree·r, added further 
to a family with traditions stret~hing as 
far back as any in this county. 

Fifty-three years-nearly 54 - in the 
medical profession is an achievement to 
point to with pride. As the TIMES said 
in Dr. Lovill's obituary last week, his ca­
reer "spanned the era from horse and 
buggy to space rockets and saw some of 

medical science's mor 
ies." It stretched fr01 
nesses, by and large, 
homes, to the preseTI 
cient and with the 
ques medical science 

'Ve ~uppose it cot 
Lovill was an old-fa~ 
tor in that he knew l1 
them well. He broug 
to the world, and thE 
ers before them. His 
al attitude: he knew 
warm, pP.rsonal r elat 
sician and patient. Hi 
tion was that he alw~ 
who sought his proj 
matter whether the 
regular office or visi 
night. 

By his service to 
did honor · to himsel 
home. We are all ric 
forts : we are all p 
passing. 



MISS ELIZABETH LOVILL Nearing Retirement 

Miss Lovill To Retire As librarian 
"l\liss Betty" Lovill, who has I've gone down a little." 

had several careers since gradu- Earlier in her career ~iss Lov­
atin,g from Meredith College 52 ill was in the insurance business 
years a o, will retire next Thurs- here for about 10 years. 
day as librarian of the Mount Later on she was a secretary 
Airy Public Library. for 18 or 19 years at the G. C. 

The Mount Airy Library Board Lovill Company, a wholesale 
has appointed Mrs. Bruce Thar- gTocery firm formerly in opera-
rington as the new librarian. tion on North Main Street. 

Miss Lovill, a tiny friendly l\liss Lovill has no plans on 
woman who has lived in the retiring as she looks back at her 
Mount Airy section all her life, work at the library on Rockford 
has held the librarian's post for Street. 

~~:e?atey:-~:: C~a;r~al~~tcceeded "I've enjoyed my work very 
much," she said. "You meet a 

A native of the Pine Ridge lot of people. I've met so many 
community, off Highway 89 west 1 n ever would have come into 
of the city, Mary Elizabeth Lov- contact with otherwise. 
ill is the last of eight children "I've always loved books,'' she 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Wiley 

continued. "In the last few years 
Lovill. we have had so many new things 

She had six older brothers, in-
since we became a part of the eluding Dr. Robert J. Lovill Sr., 

James, Grover, Will, Frank and re-gional library." 
Joe Lovill, all of whom were Miss Lovill said she is inter­
well-known Granite Citians. She ested in many things. "I love to 
had one younger sister, Sally, garden, particularly flowers and 
who was married to Dr. H. B. vegetables. I'd like to knit and do 
Rowe and later to John Deering. home work if I had the time. 

Asked how tall she is, Miss And I love to travel, of course. 
Lovill replied with a laugh: "I don't think I'll be bored; 
"Barefooted, I'm about five feet. there are so many things to do." 
I used to be five-one, but I think : 
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PURCHASES FIRST POPPY 

Shown above are Robert Lovill, Ill, ·and Barbal'a Lovill, children of 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Lovi!l, Jr ., of this city, as they are selling 
Mayor W. Frank Ca:rter, Jr., the first American Legion-V.F.W. 
poppy. The American L.egion and Veterans of Foreign \Vars are 
co-opera-ting in the selling of the miniature poppies this year, the 
proceeds of w.hich will aid disabled veterans and their fa~ilies. 
These poppies are made by disabled veterans, and will be sold to­
morrow by a number of high school girls. Mrs. R. J. Lovill, Sr. -has 
been in charge of selling American Legion poppies in Mo:.nt Ai .. y 
since the Auxiliary was organized in 1924. (P" >to b De . <" • 


