
HAYMORE FAMILY 

JAMES P. HAYMORE the oldest son ofthe family, was born December 12, 1830, on Stony 
Creek, Westfield Township, Surry County, was reared on the farm, attending the duties required 
of him, and attended also a district school. On reaching his majority he was allured by the reports 
ofthe great rich Missouri valleys, and in 1855 he left his home and started on a trip, having with 
him $60 in mono , which embraced his entire estate. He traveled y boat up the Missouri River, 
stopping at St. Joseph, then quite a small place, and followed the trade in this city as a car enter 
until forty years of age. Having accumu ated quite a sum of money and feeling that he would like 
to become a farmer, in 1873 he purchased 110 acres of land at $40 per acre, which was added to 
yearly in acreage until the estate included 600 fertile acres, located in section 1, Crawford 
Township. His life is a strong illustration of the rule so often spoken of that successful men 
invariably arose from humble positions in life. It would naturally be inferred that poverty in 
youth is a blessing instead of a misfortune. It is true, also, that hardships in early life develop 
steady traits of self-reliance and self-denial which is found predominant in the wealthy. Mr. 
Haymore was one of those well-known citizens of Buchanan County whose unaided exertions 
have resulted in prosperity. In 1873 he was married to Miss Nancy Yates, daughter of Pleasant 
Yates. She was a native of Buchanan County, having received an excellent education and taught 
school for some time prior to her marriage. She was a consistent member of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

In 1875 James P. Haymore built an elaborate dwelling on his place where he lived until his death 
in 1907. In 1894 his brother, Robert D. Haymore, held a series of revival meetings in the Town 
ofFawcett, Missouri, near his home. At this meeting he was converted and joined the Baptist 
Church. Afterwards he built in the main a splendid Baptist Church which has a strong 
membership at the present. Mention of his ancestors is made in the sketch of his brother, R. L. 
Hayvmore. 

ROBERT DANIEL HAYMORE (RD), the third son, was born on Stony Creek, Surry 
County, 1840; rather small in stature, but well-proportioned and when grown had rather a 
soldiery bearing. While a boy he displayed noticeable capacity for public speaking and at any 
time when he, with other boys in the field at work, could spare time he would voluntarily mount 
a stump and deliver a speech. When his parents moved to Ararat River, near Mount Airy, North 
Carolina, in 1857, he took advantage ofhis mechanical turn and operated a blacksmith shop, but 
in less than two years later and while at the anvil, and amid the sparkling iron and roaring 
furnace, heard the call of Higher Power to go into the ministry. He did not hesitate, but went at 
once .and for a while was a student under Rev. L. H. Shuck at Madison, North Carolina. Limited 
in money and education but urged on with a zeal like an Apollo, he entered actively into the 
ministry, having joined the Missionary Baptist Church, and while his brother, JOHN B. 
HAYMORE was a soldier in the Confederate army at Fredericksburg, Virginia, he joined the 
company that his brother was in and became its chaplain, and served until he became disabled 
from an attack of typhoid fever, was released from his service and sent to a private home in 
Floyd County, Virginia, for treatment. Recovering from this attack, he resumed hi ministerial 



duties, traveling long distances and preaching in schoolhouses and under bush arbors in different 
states. 

On one occasion while passing through Henry County, Virginia, he came across a vast crowd 
assembled near the little village called Penn's Store, Patrick County. He naturally stopped and 
joined the crowd, when he was informed that it was a Masonic celebration and that their selected 
speaker failed to be present. While the crowd was about to disband someone suggested that there 
was a young minister, R. D. Haymore, in the crowd. The committee urged him to fill the delayed 
speaker's place, and with modest reluctance he was conducted to the stand and introduced to the 
crowd; the boy preacher had just received initiation into this particular order of Masonic 
fraternity. Some of the ablest lawyers were present, and those best qualified to judge said that the 
speaker entranced the audience with an appropriate selection of subjects and a gracefully made 
speech and the Masonic order was charmed with his efforts. This speech made an indelible 
impression. The people said of him that in style and magnetism he was like a Beecher or a 
Spurgeon. This effort so introduced him to the people of that community that he was employed 
soon thereafter by the Baptist State Board ofVirginia, the Hon. H. K. Ellyson, of Richmond, 
Virginia, now- deceased, its president, to evangelistic work in the Blue Ridge Association, 
embracing the territory Floyd, Franklin, Patrick and Henry counties. Virginia. With these 
appointments he organized and built a house of worship at Jacksonville County Courthouse of 
Floyd, also at Stuart County Courthouse of Patrick and one at Rocky Mount, Franklin County; he 
organized and established the work at Martinsville, Henry County, Virginia; also in Pittsylvania, 
Virginia, the home of his parents; for more than ten years in succession he had care of a group of 
wealthy churches, erecting church buildings at Mount Her 



mon, Ringgold and Sherron, branches of the Kentuck Church. He organized and built a church at 
ascade, Pittsylvania County, Virginia; was pastor ofthe First Baptist Church, Bristol, Tennessee, 
for seven years, building a house of worship there; at Chattanooga, Tennessee, was pastor of the 
Central Baptist Church for seven years, purchasing a valuable lot on McCauly A venue, and 
afterward a house of worship was erected thereon. He left the impress ofhis life and ministry 
throughout that section of Tennessee and Virginia, was frequently called on to render special 
service in many parts of Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia, and in many southern cities held 
revival services. Hundreds of persons were converted at these revival seasons. 

Finally he tired of the drudgery of city pastorates and longed to see again the great congregation 
of the country church; he preached to them out of the fullness of his heart; he sighed for the 
home ofhis boyhood and the companionship of those he had known and loved so long. He 
wanted to live a simple life and look out on his native hills while his sun was going down. He 
came back to Mount Airy and became pastor of the First Baptist Church, the county ofhis 
birthplace where he preached to the delight of his friends and relatives. He was entirely without 
those little jealousies which marred the effectiveness of so many otherwise good men and 
servants of the Lord. He loved the old Gospel and preached it with strange and wondrous power 
under the unction of the spirit, sometimes rising to great heights of eloquence. He possessed a 
marvelous versatility; he could speak a logic that convinced with eloquence that charmed. In 
private life he was as simple and artless as a child; his devotion to his ever faithful and confiding 
wife was beautiful to behold. He died in the harness, having spent near fifty years in the ministry, 



telling the story of a Crucified Savior to dying men and women and was buried in the Oakdale 
Cemetery at Mount Airy. 

He married the daughter of a prominent physician of Henry County, Virginia, Dr. Robert A. 
Read. Of this union four sons were born and raised to manhood and success, popular and well-to
do men of Chattanooga, Tennessee where they all reside. The younger, Dr. Germaine P. 
Haymore, named for his parental grandfather, Germaine Haymore, Sr., is well educated, having 
given himself all the opportunities for thorough training and proficiency in so important a 
profession, attending in Europe the Medical Congress held there for the advancement of new 
diseases, new symptoms, developments, advance treatment, etc., considered authority in 
malignant typhoid, pneumonia and spinal meningitis, and now owning with Dr. J. B. Wolford the 
Highland Sanitarium and Hospital at Chattanooga. 

COLUMBUS C. HAYMORE, born on Stony Creek, Surry County, in 1848, was the fourth 
son. From birth he was frail in physique, but tall and straight. His feeble health from boyhood 
prevented his completing his course in college, wherefore his educational advantages were not so 
good, but whatever was lacking in his intellectual training was accounted for in energy and 
perseverance. In the beginning of his life he labored as a mechanic and earned his first money in 
the blacksmith shop. He began his ministry in Mount Airy, North Carolina, and spent his entire 
service in Surry and adjoining counties, preaching occasionally in other parts of the state. He was 
a pioneer Baptist preacher in all that section of the country, possessing unusual executive ability. 
He was a leader of the people in all his undertakings;- his highest ambition was to serve. He 
knew not himself, no sacrifice was too great or weather too bad for him, often with no 
remuneration whatever, and never a living unaided by his personal earnings. He was a leader of 
his flock "de jure." He knew his people and they knew him. He first served as pastor at White 
Plains, Surry County, also at Rocky Shoals, Yadkin County. He organized a church and built a 
new house of worship at Pilot Mountain, North Carolina, also one at Pinnacle, Stokes County; he 
organized a church and built a house of worship at King, Stokes County. These are splendid 
houses of worship. He served as pastor of the church at Westfield, Surry County, also at Peters 
Creek, Stokes County. He organized a church near the Granite City Rock Quarry, where he 
served for several years and built a new stone church, which is handsome and commodious, 
known as the Flat Rock Church. This church is strong in its faith and membership. Before this, 
however, he had organized a Baptist Church at Mount Airy when there was only five Baptist 
ladies in the entire town and community. A new church was built and dedicated with the aid of 
that distinguished divine, A. C. Dixon. Since then a splendid stone building has been erected, at 
an estimated value of$30,000. The membership ofthis church in influence and strength for good 
in the community is among the best. He also organized and built a new church while he served as 
its pastor at Germanton. He served also as pastor at Redbank Church, Forsyth County. He served 
many years at the Church ofEnou, Yadkin County. This church was greatly enlarged and 
revived by his services. His last service was in organizing the Second Baptist Church at Mount 
Airy, composed of a large membership and having repaired the old church building and bought 
and paid for a new site preparatory to a stone building on Rockford Street. During all this time he 
was in frail health, thinking that every year would be his last, but on and on the Lord led him in 
his life of usefulness. As this servant of God looks back over his ministerial life there is one 
thing that brings peculiar joy, namely: The number of young men whom he has baptized and 
encouraged to enter the ministry, some of whom are now filling the best pulpits in all the 



country, and some of them have already crossed over the river to await the coming of their 
Father in the Gospel. He married the daughter of James L. Blackwell. a distinguished and well 
known family ofYadkin County. His wife was a capable and dutiful companion. Her devotion to 
the cause for which he worked was beautiful. Their home was an open door of hospitality and 
friendliness for those interested in the cause of religion. 

HON. RUFUS LAFAYETTE HAYMORE The true and able lawyer wields an influence in 
his community such as is rarely possessed by any other professional man. Besides his work as 
counsel and court advocate, duties which as a rule are quietly performed and attract only 
occasional notice, the successful lawyer is also a man of affairs and almost inevitably becomes a 
public leader. Such has been true ofthe career of Rufus Lafayette Haymore during the forty 
years he has practiced at Mount Airy in Surry County. He has done much to build up the 
prosperity of Mount Airy as a commercial and industrial center. He has given liberally to its 
institutions and has exercised an influence second to none in the educational advancement. 

Mr. Haymore is a native of Surry County and has spent practically all his life within its 
boundaries. He was born in 1850, on Stony Creek in Westfield Township. His great-grandparents 
were natives of England and coming to America in Colonial times located in Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia. The grandfather, Daniel Ha ore, acquired a plantation on Big Sandy in 
Plttsylvania County and was successfully engaged in farming there until late in life, when he sold 
and move to Surry County, North Carolina. Here he bought land in Westfield Township, and that 
was his home until his death. 

Germaine Haymore, father of the Mount Airy lawyer, was born on a plantation on Big Sandy in 
Pittsylvania County, Virginia, in 1806. As a young man he learned the trade of carpenter and 
followed that in connection with general farming. Subsequently his father gave him fifty acres on 
Stony Creek in Surry County. The chief improvement of the land was a log cabin. Into that 
humble abode he introduced his bride when he married, and prosperity and comfort came to 
them gradually as the result of their hard and earnest endeavors. The old log house was 
supplanted by a hewed log house, and that was the scene of Rufus L. Haymore' s birth and all the 
children as well. This old house had at one end a hewed stone chimney and a capacious fire 
place. Germaine Haymore's wife for many years did all her cooking by the open fire. In 1857 
this farm was rented out and Germaine Haymore then bought another on the banks of Ararat 
River across from Mount Airy. There he continued his labor as a planter until declining years, 
when he moved into Mount Airy and made his home with his son Rufus until his death at the age 
of ninety. 

After execution the bond appears in Surry County Records as follows: "State ofNorth 
Carolina, Surry County. We acknowledge ourselves indebted to John Owen, Governor and etc., 
in the sum of 500 pounds; but to be void on condition there is no lawful cause to obstruct a 
marriage between Germaine Haymore and Jane Pittman, for whom a license now issues. Witness 
our hands and seals this the 2nd day of January 1830. Germaine Haymore (Seal) Blumon 
Haymore (Seal)." 

Germaine Haymore married Jane Pittman, of a prominent Virginia family. She was born in 
Pittsylvania County. Her father, Professor John B. Pittman, was a graduate of Prince Edward 



College and made teaching his life work. He wrote several of the text books from which he 
taught. After his marriage Professor Pittman resided in Pittsylvania County for a time, then 
removed to Henry County, and from there to Surry County, North Carolina, where he spent the 
rest of his days. He married a Miss Farmer, a native of Lunenburg County, Virginia, where her 
father was one' of the extensive planters and slave owners. Mrs. Pittman was a well-educated 
woman, a capable companion of her scholarly husband, and was cultured and refmed. Both she 
and her husband are buried in the cemetery on the farm where Rufus L. Haymore was born. Mr. 
Haymore's mother lived to the age of eighty-nine. Her children were James P., John B., Robert 
Daniel. Zaitha, who married Washington Cox, who served in the Confederate Army and died in 
1863 near Guinea Station, Virginia, and his remains were brought home and laid to rest in the 
family graveyard in Surry County; Martha, now deceased, 

Ellen, who married W. S. Inman, Elizabeth, who married John H. Jessup, of Westfield, 
Columbus C. and Rufus L. The oldest, James, went out to Buchanan County, Missouri and 
became a wealthy farmer there. John B. entered the Confederate Army in the North Carolina 
troops, died in service at Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 1863, and his remains were laid to rest in 
the cemetery at Spottsylvania Courthouse. Before entering the army he was a farmer, a public 
spirited and leading citizen and highly respected for his courage and nobility. The son Robert 
became a minister ofthe Baptist church. He was ordained in 1859, when only nineteen years of 
age. For further reference see sketch of Robert Daniel Haymore. 

Rufus Lafayette Haymore grew up on his father's farm in Surry County. He acquired an 
academic education and his law studies were directed by Chief Justice Pierson. He was admitted 
to practice in 1877, and from that date to the present has been continuously identified with the 
Mount Airy bar. Mr. Haymore has not only been a hard-working and careful lawyer in handling 
all the varied litigation entrusted to him, but has been a constant student and reader. The law 
signifies to him a great and noble profession and his work has served to dignify it. At the same 
time every enterprise designed for the betterment of his community has received his capable 
cooperation. He was one of the original stockholders and organizers of the Exchange Bank, and 
also of the Bank of Mount Airy, now in successful operation, the first banking institution of 
Mount Airy. He was an organizer and one of the first stockholders and directors of the company' 
that built the Blue Ridge Inn, which is still in existence, and was similarly connected with the 
Renfrew Inn, which has since been discontinued. He was one of the organizers and a stockholder 
in the Mount Airy Land and Improvement Company and had to do with the establishment of the 
now discontinued cotton mills. Another institution which he helped organize and to which he 
gave financial assistance was the Chair Factory, now a flourishing industry known as the Banner 
Manufacturing Company. He was also a member of the first board of directors of the National 
Furniture Company, which is still in successful operation. Mr. Haymore is one of the charter 
members and a trustee of the Slate Mountain Orchard Company; is president of the Mount Airy 
Cemetery Company; a member of the Board of Trustees of the Mountain Park School, to which 
he was a liberal donor. 

A great deal of his liberality has been manifested in the direction of improved school facilities. 
In 1897 he went to Raleigh, appeared before the Legislature and secured the passage of the bill 
by which the state contributes 500 a year for the support of a high school at Mount Airy, 
providing that Mount Airy appropriates a similar amount. He also secured e law by which the 



Board of Town Commissioners of Mount Airy was permitted to supplement the school fund. The 
high school was founded at Mount Airy in 1897. Mr. Haymore also contributed to Meredith 
College at Raleigh when it was established. 

Politically he has long been a recognized leader in the republican party of North Carolina and 
has done much to give the minority party prestige and power. In 1908 he was elected and served 
as Representative from Surry County in the Legislature at its session 1909 and also again in its 
session of 1913; was elected as minority speaker ofthe minority party and served as such in the 
House of Representatives in 1913; during this session was 


