
Marsh T01111ship is in the south, central section of Surry County, North Carolina. There 
are ro established t0N11s in Marsh T01111ship . f-b..Jever, three large carrrunities are within its 
boorxiaries. A !Xlrtion of the Fairvia.,i car:TIJ!~ity lies in the northeastern section of the 
tOl/Tlship. The carrrunity of Crutchfield which was to be a tON11 lies in the southeastern 
section of M3rsh T01111ship. The third carrrunity of Little Richrond lies in the soutrn..estern 
section of this tONllship. Maps will canmnly refer to this carrrunity as Burch for Burch 
Station where trains pass through. It should also be rrentioned that the Little Richrond 
carrrunity once had a !Xlrtion of its land area referred to as Rusk. Apparently, there was a 
Rusk Post Office for a short tirre as v.el 1 as a !XJSSible masonic lodge arxi sare small businesses. 
The Crutchfield and Little Richrond carrrunities lie along the Yadkin River Valley. Fertile 
11bottan land" may be found next to the Yadkin River. The Yadkin River serves as the southern 
boorxiary for Marsh T01111ship. 

Marsh T0N11ship has three irrportant highways which pass through it. Interstate 77 passes 
through a !Xlrtion of the nortrn..estern section of the tOllTlship. North Carolina Highway 268 
passes fran north to south through the middle of M3rsh T01111ship. United States Highway 601 
also passes fran north to south through the eastern section of this t0N11ship. Along these 
higllways, hares whether they be average or old haresteads, farms, and v.coded areas may be 
seen and enjoyed. The rural beauty of these places fonn the 11backbone11 of M3rsh T01111ship. 
Creeks 11 snake11 their way throughout the t0N11ship. Bear Creek and Sno.v Creek are two of the 
rrore canmnly kOON11. At present, a church uses the Bear Creek narre, and !XJSSibly there was a 
fomer school of the 11one roon11 variety whose site was near the church. Milling operations could 
be found along Sno.v Creek. In fact, Sno.v Cr-·eek Milling Carpany (lbbbins Mill) still operates 
along Sno.v Creek just outside the Boundary of Marsh T01111ship. A section of Sno.v Creek serves as 
part of the northern boondary of M3rsh T01111ship. The rest of the northern boondary is represented 
by land. Rivers serve as the other three boundaries of the t0N11ship. The Mitchell River is the 
v.estern bourxiary. The Fisher River is the eastern boundary. Both rivers care to their ends when 
they arpty into the Yadkin River. As rrentioned earlier, the Yadkin River serves as the southern 
ba.mdary of Marsh TOillship. 

There are no real civic organizations within M:lrsh T01111ship. 1-bNever, there is the private 
Fairvia.,i Wildlife Club in the Fairvia.,i carrrunity. This club is located in the northeastern 
section of the tOllTlship. It was established by area residents as a recreational club. A large 
pord was developed for fishing, and Bear Creek may 11feed 11 a small !Xlrtion of its waters into 
the !XJrxi. A recreation building was built for dances and other fcrnily-oriented types of parties. 
At one tirre, hunting may even have been an option for recreation within the confines of club 
property. The operation of the club is not as active at present as in the past. It is rrostly used 
as a fishing site no.v by club rrerbers. Located in the Crutchfield carrrunity is the Crutchfield 
Carrrunity Center. It is rrostly used by the congregation of tvbl.mt Hemon Baptist Church. They 
use the center as a fellONship hall for their different activities. f-b..Jever, it is open for use 
by residents of the Crutchfield carrrunity for family-oriented activities. A fomer organization 
within the tOllTlship was !XJSSibly the Rusk M:!sonic Lodge as rrentioned earlier. I have been told 
that its fomer site was near that of the fomer site of Little Richrond Ele:rentary School along 
North Carolina Higllway 268. It ranains unclear as to why the masonic lodge no longer exists. 
Registered voters of M:lrsh TOillship use the Jot-Un-CXJ..Jn Volunteer Fire Departrrent on the lbbbins 
Mill Road for their voting puf!Xlses. A recently carpleted C.C. Camp Volunteer Fire Departrrent 
Sub Station i" located on North Carolina Higllway 268 near the Little Richmnd carrrunity. 
Nurerous churches are within M:lrsh T01111ship. Alrrost all are of the Baptist faith. 

It is unclear to rre as to where the t0N11ship received its narre of M3rsh. There are nurrerous 
rrerbers of a M3rsh fffilily buried at t'lount Herrron Baptist Church in the Crutchfield carrrunity. 
t'lost of these burial sites are older including one site where the rronurrent indicates that the 
gentlaran buried there was a Civil War veteran and a M:lson. He may have been a rrerber of the 
fomer Rusk M:lsonic Lodge. The M:lrsh fffi1ily rrerbers buried in this ce:retery may be descendants 

( 1.) 



of an earlier Mlrsh ancestor. This ancestor may have been a lando,.,iner of large nurbers of 
acreage in the area. According to Mr. D:?nnis W. (Bud) Carreron, Register of Deeds in Surry 
County, l'r, tcJ..nlships ~re created in each of the counties of flbrth Carolina in 1868 as one 
of the policies of the Reconstruction period follo,..iing the Ci vi 1 War. In other v.ords, Mlrsh 
Tooship care into being with the other tON11ships during this tirre. 

(2.) 
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INVOOffiY OF SITES, PECPLE, MD OTHER INFffiv1ATIO'l COCERNING M'\RSl-l TCMNSHIP IN SURRY COONTY, t-.x:: 

The infonnation presented includes a list of 'ttlat I consider to be historic sites in , ' 
M:irsh TOhflship. The list also includes a short listing of people I believed to be of notable 
interest. In preparing such a list, my hn:~ ·>1as that the people associated with these sites 
and persons of notable interest 'ttlether or not by relation woold possess those photo;}raphs 
Yilich the Surry County (£nealCX]ical Association is looking for. Along with each site or 
notable person, I have 1 i sted a contact person and their telephone m.rrber. This contact person 
may or may not have historic photographs of these sites, notable people, or any other photograph 
of \ttlich yoo are looking for. If these contact people do not have the photographs of the nature 
in \ttlich yoo are searching, they are still extrarely kno.vledgeable abo...rt. their surrounding area. 
They should be able to direct yoo to those persons possessing historic photCX]raphs. In a project 
of this nature, a portion of its success depends on 'MJrd-of-rrruth, or people speaking to ethers 
abo...rt. the project. Also enclosed is a corresponding map of M::lrsh TOhflship which will give you a 
reasonable idea as to \ttlere the historic sites are or were located in this tOhflship. Finally, I 
have enclosed sore infonnation describing M::lrsh TOn'llship. I should rrention that I may have 
provided rrore infonnation than yoo were looking for. 1-bNever, I was hoping that the extra infonnation 
may aid yoo in future projects that the Association may endeavor to pursue. 

This s}1T001, *,designates people that I have spoke with abo...rt. the project. They are the 
contact people listed after the listing of a historic site or notable person. Whereas I have 
spoke with sore of the contact people, they no very little abo...rt. the project. I was only able 
to tell ttan of the Association's plans to publish a book of the nature which was described to 
rre. Therefore, all of the contact people 'ttlich yoo speak with will need to be thoroughly infomed 
of all guidelines and policies concemil'Y:J :J3;1:icipation in this project. Particular attention and 
courtesy shoold be extended to those willing to participate concerning the protection of any 
photograph subnitted. My nffiE \ttlere this s}1T001, *,does not appear before the nffiE probably 
will involve a person who is unaware of the forthcaning project. 1-bNever, they should be able to 
help yoo. There are at least three people 'ttlose narres have been listed several tirres. This was 
not an action in 'ttlich to place full responsibility on these people. On the contrary, these people 
may have photCXJraphs of the nature in which yoo are looking. 1-bNever, the rrost irrportant asset that 
they possess is their krvNledge of the area and people in which they live. These three people should 
be able to direct yoo to many people who have significant, historic photographs. Finally, it should 
be pointed oot that if a contact person has little or no infonnation, then they need to be 
encooraged to help yoo find other people that may be able to help. 

The s}1T001, +, will be found before the listing of historic sites that are also rrentioned in 
the publication, "Sinple Treasures: The Architectural Legacy of Surry County" by Laura A.W. Phillips. 
Whereas I cm kOONledgeable abo...rt. many of the people and sites of this tcJ..Jnship, I wanted to refer 
to this publication to aid rre in this infonnation. My hope was that if yoo obtained a photograph 
of one of the sites also rrentioned in this book, the book v.a..ild then be able to provide sore 
historical infonnation that may help explain aboot the significance of the photCX]raph if needed. 

I hope that the enclosed map will provide a reasonable idea as to \ttlere the historic sites 
are located. It was extrarely useful to rre in determining boundaries of the tcJ..Jnship as well as 
identifying roads \ttlere historic sites lie dlong. Its rrost irrportant use was in making sure that 
a historic site or notable person was in or associated within the boundaries of M::lrsh TOhflship. 
At this point, I v.ould like to suggest that the Association may find it useful to contact the 
Surry County Tax M::lpping Office (401-8103) if yoo obtain a photCX]raph, and its prwer location is 
uncertain. Even though the map I used was useful, it was not sophisticated enough to help rre 
determine the ttJ...nship location of one or t'MJ sites. The infonnation that this office holds is 
useful for a project such as this. 

\.tEl I first learned of the Association's forthcaning project, it CffiE to my attention that 
there was sore speculation as to Elkin's lltWspaper, "The Tribune, 11 and its willingness to help 
certain groops with projects such as this. Since then, I have spoke with Mrs. Judy Canbs who is 
the Canposing M:3.nager of "The Tribune. 11 She is also a personal acquaintance and friend of mine and 
my fcrnily. W'al we spoke, Mrs. Canbs said that she v.ould not deny that sareone at soretirre assoiciated 
with the paper expressed an unwillingness to help sareone with a project such as this. 1-bNever, she 



also said that "The Tribune" usually helped if they were able any group or association that was 
....arking on a project such as this for the camunity at large. Mrs. Carbs w=nt on to say that $he 
v.a.Jld be rrore than willing to help the Association on this project. In fact, Mrs. Carbs was• 
responsible for a special edition of this ntwspaper where churches ard their histories of the 
Tri-County areas of Surry, Yadkin, ard Wilkes were shov.cased. As one who read this special 
edition, I learned atxx.It the history of many cf those churches presented, ard was highly irrpressed 
with the material ard the attention to detail. It was an outstarding piece of journalism. The 
telephone nurber of the nE.Wspaper is 835-1513. She may be contacted there during business hours. 

LISTIMJ.5-

[X)nald G. Davis, Jr. 
r.xDson, f\brth Carolina 
Cttober 25, 1999 

1. FairviB-J Baptist Church. Contact: Mrs. Jo Adans (386-8565). 

2. Bear Creek Baptist Church. Contact: *Rev. Bob~. Church Pastor (374-2524). Mrs. Mildred 
MatthB'Js (She has written about the church's history.) (367-3299). 

3. Jesse Stanley 1-bre. Contact: Mrs. Freddie Stanley (366-2291). Mrs. Mildred MatthB'Js (She is a 
descerdant of Jesse Stanley ard has researched the Stanley Family.) (367-3299). 

4. Cody Creek Primitive Baptist Church. (This was one of the earliest churches in south, central 
Surry County. The church disbarded in 1895. A brief history is given in "The History of the 
Fisher River Primitive Baptist Association." This book may be found in the Genealogcial section 
of the Surry Camunity College Reference Library in [))bson.) Contact: *Mr. and Mrs. Ray Alberty 
('H>-8727). 

5. -+JITTes M. May I J.E. Poindexter 1-bre. Contact: Mr. William E. (Bill) Poirdexter (386-8390). 

6. t-it>unt Pleasant Baptist Church. Contact: Rev. Barlo.-1 Stanley, Church Pastor (367-7916). 

7. CRlITCHFI ELD. -
I. Sites of interest include: 

a. Mount Hemon Baptist Church. Contact: *Mrs. Hessie Stanley (367-7660). Mrs. Maxine Stanley 
(367-77'?/J). 

b. +San Garner 1-bre. Contact: *Mrs. Hessie Stanley (367-7660). 
c. -+Crutchfield [):pot. Contact: *Mrs. Hessie Stanley (367-7660). *Mrs. Judy Garbs, Cmposing 

Manager, "The Tribune" (835-1513). 
d. Crutchfield Post Office. Contact: *Mrs. Hessie Stanley (367-7660). *Mrs. Judy Carbs, 

Cmposing Manager, "The Tribune" (835-1513). 
e. Yadkin River Bridge (This bridge connects Surry and Yadkin Counties over the Yadkin River 

on United States Higl'May 601. This br'idge was carpleted in 1940. A flood in 1940 washed 
away an original bridge. The original bridge served at times as the site of weddings for 
area couples. Fortunately, the current bridge was alrrost carpleted when the flood waters 
washed.j:he original one away. At present, construction of a nE.W bridge is taking place. 
"The Tribune" and "The Winston-Salan Journal" have materials on what I have just described.). 
Contact: *Mrs. Hessie Stanley (367-7660). *Mrs. Judy Carbs, Cmposing Manager, "The 
Tribune" (835-1513). "The Winston-Sal an Journal 11 (727-7211). 

II. f\btable people of interest include: 
, a. Abram Chaney (Abram Chaney was an early settler and landa,.,,ner in the Crutchfield area. 

kcording to "The Surry County Heritage Book, Volume II, 11 Chaney was also the founder of 
Mount Hemon Baptist Church. Upon rroving to the area, Chaney found that no Missionary 
Baptist church existed within a close vicinity. The closest and only church in the area at 
that time was the fomer Cody Creek Primitive Baptist Church. Other aspects of the article 



present Chaney as a very interesting individual. He is buried in a family ceretery on property 
which possibly is still fC111ily ~ off of United States Highway 601 in the northern vicinity 
of the Crutchfield carrrunity.). Contact: Mrs. Anndrea Phillips (367-4913). Author of attide 
alxlut AbrClll Chaney in "The Surry County Heritage Book, VoliJTE II. 11 

b. Dr. W.A. Jenkins, M.D. (Dr. Jenkins was a physician who practiced and possibly lived in the 
Crutchfield area. His nCflle may be found in the 1870 United States Census MJrtality Schedules of 
Surry County, !'[. The narre is listed with information concerning persons dying within the 1870 
Census year in Marsh To.vnship. MJunt HenTDn ·Baptist Church history maintains that Dr. Jenkins 
was the first person to be buried in the church ceretery. His grave is marked by a rrom.rrent that is 
unique in destign of the Victorian era. The rron1JTEnt and gravesite are surrourded by an original, 
decorative cast-iron fence. Also, an oak tree once stcx:xJ at the head of Dr. Jenkins' gravesite. 
This oak tree has been gone for many years.). Contact: *Mrs. Hessie Stanley (367-7660). _ 

c. Rev. Troy Scales (T.S.) Draughn (Rev. Mr. Draughn was probably one of the rrost notable persons in 
Marsh To.vnship as well as in southern Surry County, !'[. He was an influential Baptist minister. 
Rev. Mr. Draughn served not only as pastor of MJunt HenTDn Baptist Church, but he served as pastor 
of many other Baptist churches in southern Surry County as well. He provided spiritual guidance 
and leadership skills in these Baptist churches which positively praroted their grcwth and stability. 
Rev. Mr. Draughn was also interested in civic affairs. He may have been a Justice of the Peace for 
Marsh TMiship at one tirre. Rev. Mr. Draughn performed countless v.edding cereronies for couples in 
his hare near the banks of the Yadkin River in the Crutchfield carrrunity. His wife, Mrs. Fairy 
D:x:kery Draughn v.wld often serve as a witness. They are buried in the MJunt HenTDn Baptist Church 
Ceretery. ) . Contact: Mrs. Jo D:x:kery ( 386-8583) • Mrs. Juanita D:x:kery ( 366-2755) . 

8. +.Abraham Phillips Hare. Contact: Mrs. Wendell Phillips (366-2222). Mrs. Alma Alberty (386-8893). 

9. +.AbrahClll Phillips Store. Contact: Mrs. v.endell Phi 11 ips (366-2222). Mrs. Alma Alberty (386-8893). 

; • BL00-1 STATIOO I LITTLE RIOMID I RUSK.-
I. Sites of interest include: 

a. +A. Burch 1-bre. 
b. +Vance Burch 1-bre. 
c. ~ Greer'tf.OOd 1-bre. 
d. +Rufus Key I Corder FC111ily 1-bre. 
e. ~ Layne 1-bre. 
f. ~Layne Mill. 
g. Little Richrond Baptist Church (It should be noted that a possible article on the Jo= Layne Family 

in "The Surry County Heritage Book, VoliJTE II" tells of the Surry Baptist Assoctation being 
organized out of Little Richrond Baptist Church. If the article is not in 11 Vol1JTE II," it may then 
be found in "Vol1JTE I. 11

). 

h. +Little Richrond Elerentary School. 
i. -+John Martin Hare. 
j. Rusk Masonic Lodge. 
k. Rusk Post Office. 
1. +Carl E. Wallace I Lee White Hare. 
m. +Jonathan Jehue (tee) Wallace Hare. 

II. ttlable person of Nrterest includes: 
a. Ima M. Chappell (Mrs. Chappell was one of the first fenale administrators in the Surry County School 

Systan. She served as one of the first fenale principals within this school syst6Tl at Little Richrond 
Elerentary School. Mrs. Chappell is a distinguished and respected retired educator. In the recent past, 
she has been actively involved in civic affairs. DJe to declining health, Mrs. Chappell is a resident 
at the Elkin Healthcare Center in Elkin, !'[.). 

The contact person for the sites of interest and for the notable person of interest in the Burch Station 
I Little Richrond I Rusk area is Mrs. lbris Michael. She is a resident of this area. A retired teacher, 
Mrs. Michael has written a book, "Life Behind the Potted Plant. 11 In this entertaining and informative 
book, she not only writes about her life but about the people and places, past and present, in which she 



lives. The t.:x:d< contains phota]raphs of the places wnich hold significant rreaning to her. 
Photo:]raphs of fcrnily rrarbers are also portrayed. Mrs. Michael recoonts the history of 
many of the sites of interest that I have noted above. I have been told that Mrs. Michael ' 
may be contacted at 366-4489. This telephone nurber is listed next to that of her son, 
J:llll1 T. G:lbbard in my telephone t.:x:d<. 

11. -+H.lghs Cockerham I Hern tv'bseley I John Marshall 1-bre and OUtdoor Buildings, Cockerham Fcrnily 
caretery. Contact: *Mrs. Emily SoJthard ( 366-4483) . 

12. MJlberry School. Contact: *M"s. Emily SoJthard (366-4483). 

13. MJlberry Primitive Baptist Church. Contact: *Mrs. Emily Southard (366-4483). 

14. Bessie's Chapel Baptist Church. Contact: *Mrs. Emily Southard (366-4483). 

15. -H:harlie [bbbins I John E. Stanley 1-bre. Contact: Mr. Harold Stanley (366-4883). 

After speaking with Mr. !Etnis W. (Bud) Carreron, Register of [ffi:ls in Surry Coonty, t.C, he 
suggested that I list the follOfling tv.Q people as notable persons of interest in Marsh TM1ship. 
I cb not knOfl wtlere in Marsh To.-.nship that they lived during their lifetirre. These tv.Q people, 
and sore infonmtion a.bout tlm include: 

1. Thanas F. (Tan) Anthony ([)Jring Mr. Anthony's lifetirre, he held several irrpJrtant posts. Mr. 
Anthony was Register of [ffi:ls in Surry County, t.C at one tirre. He was also a Justice of the 
Peace, Enurerator of the United States Census for Marsh TM1ship, and schoolteacher. Apparently, 
W. Anthony lost one of his hands in an accident prior to the Civil War. He used a silver hook 
in its place. Mr. Careron related that he was told that Mr. Anthony could use this hook proficiently 
in his daily activities.). Contact: *Mrs. Emily SoJthard (366-4483). *Mr. and Mrs. Clyde L. 
Anthony (366-2164). 

2. John Settleff (I cm unsure a.bout the spelling of the last narre. Mr. Carreron seEJTEd to be unsure 
of the spelling, and he recarrrerded this o.'ie.) (Mr. Settleff was a Register of [ffi:ls in Surry 
Coonty, f'l: at one tirre. He was also a minister. According to Mr. Carreron, both Mr. Settleff 
and he have been the only tv.Q Register of [ffi:ls in Surry County, t.C that held this position and 
the position of minister as ~11. Apparently, Mr. Settleff also had a large nurber of children.). 
Contact: ~s. Jo Adams ( 386-8565) . 

Infonmtion carpiled by: 
Cbnald G. Davis, Jr. 
P.O. Box 92 
102 Rockford Road 
D:Dson, f'l: 27017 
( 336) 386-8633. 
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