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CHURCH HISTORY

In “The Hollow”, the region between the “ridges” (the Chestnut Ridges, Slate
Mountain, the Saurtowns, Pilot Mountain) and the Blue Ridge Mountains there was
very little religion when Bishop Asbury, that remarkable founder of American
Methodism, came riding by. The years were 1788, 1790, 1792.

Bishop Asbury was coming by horseback from the Holston Conference in
southwest Virginia to the Conference at Clemmons in now Forsyth County. Except
for one night spent in the vicinity of our little mountain settlement of Mount Airy,
Asbury did not tarry. But he must have seeded the territory well because little
Methodist societies began to spring up first in homes, then in organized churches.

The first regular minister assigned to our particular section, we have reason to
believe, was Waddill Johnson, sent to us in 1815. Other enthusiastic preachers,
including the eminent Peter Doub, followed and organized formal churches one by
one.

Among these pioneer churches was our Lebanon, on land deeded to it in 1831.
Lebanon stood on the crest of “Lebanon Hill”, on North Main Street near the water
tanks. This little plank covered log church, standing on its four granite pillars,
served our little village and the surrounding vicinity until 1858.

In that year of 1858, with Methodism growing and the population of Mount Airy
shifting to the south, and under the leadership of the Reverend Marquis L. Wood,
the little church of Lebanon divided. Those members oriented toward the north
formed their own church, Salem. Those living toward the south built their new house
of worship down on South Main. They named their new church, later popularly
called “Old Methodist”, Main Street Methodist. The cemetery of this large white
frame church still exists with a newer brick church standing on its site.

In 1894, it again seemed prudent, with the center of population again shifting, to
build a new church more in the central part of town. The new church, aptly called
Central, was erected on the southwest corner of Franklin and Dixie. From 1894 until
1965 Central, in its fine new pseudo-Gothic brick building, with its beautiful
imported French stained glass windows, grew into the most prominent Methodist
congregation in this part of northwest North Carolina, and one of the most solid in
the Western North Carolina Conference.

In these early years Lebanon, “Old Methodist”, and Central had some remarkable
ministers. Two of these men had the distinction of preaching in all three churches:
Miles Foy, doctor-preacher, converted in 1829 by Peter Doub, and James Needham,
lovingly known as “Father Needham”, a supply preacher for seventy-nine years.

In 1966 again it seemed expedient to follow the shifting population back to the
northern part of town. So our fourth church was built, a stately edifice with
magnificent French designed stained glass windows and with “Old Central’s” bell
still pealing from its tall steeple.



With such a hallowed past, Methodists in Mount Airy have every reason to look
forward to another one hundred and fifty seven years of church growth.
Following is a list of Central’s Ministers, beginning in 1900.

1899 - H. K. Boyer
1900 - Z. Paris
1902 - F. L. Townshend
1904 - T. E. Winecoff
1905 - J. E. Abernethy
1907 - D. Vance Price
1909 - J. F. Kirk

1911 - W. H. Willis

1915 - C. D. Herman
1919 - W. B. West

1921 - H. K. Boyer

1925 - W. A. Newell
1927 - R. H. Daugherty
1928 - A. C. Gibbs

1929 - C. S. Kirkpatrick
1932 - J. T. Mangum

“““

1936 - M. T. Smathers
1937 - W. J. Miller

1942 - C. N. Clark

1947 - Frank Jordan
1949 - A. C. Wagoner
1954 - Walter Lee Lanier
1957 - Earl H. Brendall
1961 - Frank Smathers
1965 - D. Edwin Bailey
1969 - Horace McSwain
1971 - Robert J. Ralls
1974 - Roger L. Tucker
1977 - Frank B. Cook
1981 - Julian Aldridge
1985 - Bill A. Haire
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ADAMS, COOPER & GINNY ADAMS, ELSIE BAILEY, SCOTT & DONNA BANNER, REGINALD &

BROOKSIE MARY, SCOTTY NANCY
JAMES, JOE,

MARY MARGARET

BARNES, N. A. & ROSALIND BATEMAN, JAMES & MAMIE BECKER, DIANE (MS.) BELL, CARL & JANE
AMY, MICHAEL ELIZABETH, EDWARD

L/ -

BOKESCH, CHARLES & BOLICH, MRS. JULIA P.
CHARLOTTE

KIMBERLY, ELIZABETH

BELTON, ESTELLE G.

-

BONDURANT, HORACE & BOYLES, CARLYLE CALLAWAY, BLANCHE V. CALLAWAY, ERNEST & EDITH

. L
ELIZABETH, CHIP
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COCKRELL, CHARLES &
ANNE

CORAM, JERRY G. &
BARBARA

CASHWELL, VIOLA
LINN

CLARK, FOY & LELIA

-

COLLINS, JOHN & FRANCE

COX, “BUTTER” INEZ

S

CHAUNCEY, CARROLL &
HAZEL

CLARK, MARSHALL & DORIS

R

CONNOLLY, ALAN & ALICE
ROB, JULIE
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CREWS, DAN R. & MICHELE
LAURA, CATHERINE
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CLARK, EDWARD T. & HEETH

CLARK, WILLIAM

COOK, ED & CLAUDETTE

CROWELL, VIRGINIA



CUMBY, JACKSIE DAVIS, JIM & JOY DUGGER, CHARLES & EARLY, ED & MADIE
LaVERA

ELLSWOOD, WILLIAM & ETRINGER, BARBARA FARLOW, RODNEY & FOLGER, FRED JR. & LIB
MARY JAMES, BETH DEBORAH
MELISSA

FOSTER, RICHARD & LEE FOY, WILLIAM (RUSTY) FRANCISCO, MARGARET FREEMAN, SHIRLEY 1
JAMES

|

|
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GEORGE, BOWMAN & GILLESPIE, LLOYD & FAYE
GERTRUDE FALON

[

GREENWOOD, JACK & JOYCE GRIFFIN, JIM & PAT

AEN
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GROOMS, JACK D. & BETSY

HAIRE, BILL & NELL

HATCHER, GLENN

s
HAWKS, CONNIE

GWYN, ALMA

HATCHER, NORRIS

HAWKS, MATTIE LEE

GWYN, LUCY ELLEN

HARKRADER, SARAH G.

HAUSER, CLAY & HELE

HAYES, H. WAYNE

HADLEY, JIM & ELINOR
JAMES

N HAUSER, RENFROW &
KAREN
SCOTT, MARK

HEMRICK, J. RAYMOND




HENNIS, GORDON & HENRY, KIBBY & JIM HETZER, BARNEY &
LYDA RUTH MARGARET

HICKS, DAVID & CHERYL

Yi' N NG W*\
HODGES, ROBERT & KAREN HOLCOMB, RICHARD

HILL, TOM & SANDRA HIXSON, MARGUERITE T.

JASON, DAVIS, SUZANNE, RUSS, AUDRA
CLAIRE

{ & — B mm——_

HOLLAND, HERMAN & HOOKS, W. BORDEN &

LORENA BARBARA
ELIZABETH, BORDEN III

HOWER, ROBERT W. & GAIL
DAWN, AMY

gl A BTN E, s BN !
INGRAM, CONLEY & JACKSON, DAVID & TANYA JACKSON, TOM & BETSY JARRELL, ERIC & JEWEL
BARBARA ZACHARY, JENNIFER, JUSTIN, JULI, ASHLY
RICHARD
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JOHNSON, ALLEN & ALISON
ERIN, ANNA, ELIZABETH

KING, WIN & JANE

LAMBERT, FRED & RUBY

- AN 4 i
LAWRENCE, DELLA

JOHNSON, MIKE & NORMA

L f Ll
KLAMFOTH, KEN & ANN
DANIEL, BETH

LAMBERT, JIM & MARY
EMILY, LUKE

LAWRENCE, DOUGLAS &
DEBBIE
JACOB, JONAS
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KEARNS, MARGARET

JOYNER, D. T. & SARAI

KOCH, TOM & DIANNE
ERIN, WILL, TOMMY

KOCHTITZKY, CAROLINE

y
S

LaPRADE, GREY & JANE

LAWRENCE, CHARLES E.
NORMAN

LEWIS, CHARLES & CARYL
KELLY

LEACH, JACK & VIRGINIA
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LOCKHART, JOHN K. & ALICE

7/
MARTIN, PARKER & VADA

McMACKIN, NEIL

MILLS, JOHN E. & CAROL

LONG, DAVID SR. & POLLY
PATRICK, DAVID

L 4

MATTHEWS, TIM & SANDY
JONATHAN

MERRITT, HUGH & EMMA

MILLS, JOHN E. JR.

LOVILL, ESTHER

MAYS, MRS. KATHRYN O.

-

MERRITT, LEE & BABS
EDWARD, EMMA CLAIRE

MINICK, RUTH

MARTIN, GUS & ELAINE
SARA, JENNIFER

McCOY, JUNIOR

MONDAY, IRENE
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] OUTLAW, EDWARD & KATHY
ASHLEY, LINDSEY MARY ELLEN, SCOTT

MOORE, RUTH MURRAY, DAVID & LINDA

OWEN, MISS FRANCES PALMER, MRS. MARIAN P. PATTERSON, DICK & BETTY PATTERSON, PAUL G. &
HELEN

\ =
PENDLETON, JAY & DIANNA PENDLETON, NANCY PEOPLES, HUGH PEOPLES, KATHLEEN
JAKE

i

PETTYJOHN, JEANNE POOLE, DAVID & FRANCES POOLE, MICHAEL & DEBBIE
ASHLEY, CASEY

PERKINS, BOB & SHIRLEY
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POORE, DORIS PORTER, DOUGLAS R. & POWELL, ELEANOR G. PRATHER, JOHN W. E. & FAY
ARLETTE
DEE

e

PRITCHARD, JOHN & JAN PROFFITT, GENEVA PULLIAM, MARY QUESINBERRY, ELMEN &
MANDY, CASEY VERONA

RADER, MIKE & CINDY RANDLEMAN, ERNIE & RATLIFF, BARNY B. &
MICHAEL, MARY CATHERINE MARSHA
ROBBIE, HEATHER, LORI

RICHARDS, SWANSON & RIGHTS, ROBERT & ROBERTSON, CHARLES G. JR.
RUTH ELIZABETH
CAROL
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ROOK, CAROLY SHAW, JAMES & MABEL SHELTON, LUCILLE SHORT, MY
BARRY, CHARLES

SMITH, ELIZABETH SMITH, RACHEL SMITH, RAYMOND A. & LOVE

»

SMITH, ROBERT & SANDY SMITH, SARAH BANNER S SPARGER, BETT
OWEN

SPARGER, MARVIN STEVENS, JOHN & JUDY SWAIN, DAVID & DIANE
ALLEN VAUGHN, MEREDITH, JASON
HAL VAUGHN




SYKES, CHARLES L. &
DORABELLE

THARP, LAVINIA

VAUGHN, GRACE

VAUGHN, RICHARD &
BETTY KAY
CAROL, RICK

TALTON, CHARLIE & MARIE

THOMAS, ANNIE

VAUGHN, JOHN & PATRICIA
BEN, WALT

gy

VAUGHN, SAM & ELSIE

TAYLOR, MAGGIE R.

THORNTON, BROWN &
SYLVIA
LYNN, DAVID

VAUGHN, LUCILLE R.

VAUGHN, TOM & ANN
SCOTTI, JAY

TERRY, JIM & BETTE SUE

URMSTON, JOHN &
CAROL JEAN

VAUGHN, PHILIP & SUZANNE
LEIGH, REEVES

WATSON, EARL & DOT
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WEDDLE, JOHN & FAYE
GINA

WHITLEY, RICHARD E. &

WANDA
ALEX, JO BE, SHANA

WOLTZ, MRS. H. O. III (AG
CHARLOTTE, LOUIS
PARKER

WRIGHT, GEORGE C. &
LUCILLE

WEBSTER, PAUL & ELEANOR

”

2 ®
WILSON, JACK & MARIE

WOLTZ, HOWARD & JO

YOKLEY, HALE & NINA

WHITE, W. DAVID & GLENDA
LAUREN, BUCKLEY

& &

WILSON, JIM & JUDY
LINDSAY, JILL

WOLTZ, JOHN E. & PAT

YORK, VICKI
GARRISON, ALAN
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WHITE, TOM

< Ve
WIMBISH, RICHARD & DOT

WORRELL, C. EDWIN &
MAY HENRY
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SUBMITTALS

ASHBY, MRS. R. E. BOKESCH, MARK

CLARK, FRELL & MATTIE COLLINS, LAURA

FOWLER, MRS. JOE SR. (BERNICE) FOY, LOUISE

COLTRANE, VIRGINIA

FRANK, JOHN & BECKY

ASHBY, MAE

BROWN, GEORGE & ICY

GLANCY, WILLIAM & ROSE
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GREENWOOD, TODD & GREENWOOD, WAYNE & HADLEY, ALEX HADLEY, JOHN BROWER
ENNY SARAH

i [
HADLEY, WILLIAM HINES, MRS. MATT (STELLA)

# T | . / ’
HUTCHISON, SARAH JAMES, FRANCES KEY, MARY KEY, RACHEAL

®

LaPRADE, FRANK MARTIN, DARREN NEWELL, FRANCES

IRKMAN, VIRGINIA




Names

NEW MEMBERS

Addresses

Telephones

Prr-ves

PCA International, Inc.

815 MATTHEWS - MINT HILL RD., MATTHEWS, NORTH CAROLINA 28405
(704) 847-8011
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CHURCH FAMILY ALBUMS”

by PCA International, Inc

815 MATTHEWS - MINT HILL RD., MATTHEWS, NORTH CAROLINA 28105
(704) 847-8011
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