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Re: Accomplishments of the Surry County American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission. 

Note: The county Bicentennial has not received any Federal 
monies and none from the State Bicentennial Commission. 
The Bicentennial in this county has been funded totally by 
the County Commissioners and the contributions of individuals 
and businesses locally. 

There have been several significant achievements made by 
the Surry County Bicentennial Commission of a permanent character; 

1. The successful selection of an official county seal and flag 
as a result of county-wide contest int which there were mo~e than 
500 entries from adults and school children of all ages and all parts 
of the county. (Cost for awards $132.50) 

2. The establishment of a county archives in cooperation with 
Surry Community College and the Northwestern Regional Library 
to preserve documents, photographs and artefacts of Surry County's 
Past so that they can be utilized by all citizens of the county 
as well as interested researchers. 

3. The implementation of a local history program including courses 
for credit at Surry Community College with a pa~ticular although 
not an exclusive, emphasis on informing local social sciences teachers 
in Surry County of local history. This program was in direct response 
to a conference held with local social sciences teachers last Fall 
(1974). 

4. The publication of two historical pamphlets (written and edited 
by Mrs. Ruth Minick) 1.) Historic Sites of Surry County 2) "How 
Thar" a history in dialect form. Response to these pamphlets locally 
and on the state level have been enthusiatic. (Cost $500 .00) The State 
Department of Archives and the N.C. Bicentennial Commission have 
particularly commended the Historic Sites booklet. 

5. The distribution of 5,000 booklets, historical and informative, 
to the Surry County School System, the Mt. Airy City School System, 
and the Elkin City School System. This total does not include 13,000 
flyers on the County Seal and Flag given to each school child in the 
County. (Cost $613 .39) 
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6. The production of 68 plus slide presentation on Surry County's 
Past now in operation. This slide program has been presented to 
dozens of civic clubs and several hundred school children. In 
cooperation with Carroll Perkins of the Surry County School System 
and Mr . Johnson of r~t . Airy School System, these slides are now 
being reduced to a filmstrip to be given to each school in the 
county so that it can be presented to any class by any individual 
teacher not during the Bicentennial but for future generations. 
Ruth Minick and Glenn Robertson members of the commission have been 
responsible for this project. (Cost of program $251 .06) 

7. The distribution of Bicentennial literature to the general 
public in excess of ten thousand separate items. 

B. The writing, printing and distribution of 5,000 information 
booklets on the County to the general public at the Autumn Leaves 
Festival. (Done at the request of the County Commissioners) 

9. The Historic Sign Program: Surry County was the first county to 
receive permission from the Department of Transportation to erect 
historic signs (temporary Bicentennial Markers) throughout the 
county on the state right-of-way. Over 100 signs are now being 
made and will be erected this fall to note the historic places of 
our county for the public to see. It took nearly six months of 
effort to prepare and plan for this project by Mr. Steve Taylor, 
Ruth Minick , and Mike Forrest. Four more months were needed to 
negotiate the project through three state agencies;N.C. Bicentennial 
Comm.: the State Department of Archives and History; and the Depart­
ment of Transportation. State Sen. George Marion and State Rap. 
David Diamant lent their support to this project as well as Mr . Bill 
Hiatt. (Cost of program $2 ,138.07) 

In addition and in cooperation with the Rockford Preservation 
Committee, the Surry County Bicentennial Commission has received a 
$10 ,000 grant from the State Legislature on a matching basis for the 
restoration of Rockford, the first permanent county seat of Surry County. 
The Bicentennial has acted for the Rockford Preservation Committee which 
will actually supervise and carry on the project after the Bicentennial 
is over. The actual funding of grant is not to start until July 1, 1976. 
The bill for the grant sponsored by State Sen. George Marion and 
State Rep. David Diamant. 



Department of Cultural Resources 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

JAMES E. HOLSHOUSER, JR. July 15, 1976 
Governor 

DICK E. ELLIS 
Director 

Dear County Chairman 

The North Carolina Bicentennial will publish a comprehensive inter­
pretive summary of Bicentennial celebration in our state this fall. 
This illustrated volume will cover community activities from 1973-76. 

Each County will be represented by a page of narrative describing 
your accomplishments. In order to give proper credit to the achieve­
ments of your Bicentennial Committee, please submit to us the 
following: 

2 double-spaced typewritten pages of narrative 
outlining your goals and programs during the 
Bicentennial 

Include descriptions of Heritage, Festivals and 
Horizons activities by category 

Include if at all possible, black and white 
glossy photographs of your most outstanding 
projects 

Include names of your committee members and 
civic leaders who should be acknowledged for 
their contributions 

Our publication deadline is August 31, 1976. Ms. Sharon Weaver 
of our staff will compile these statistics and she will be con­
tacting you by phone or letter during the next weeks if you 
have not submitted your information. 

To assist you, there is an outline enclosed that should facilitate 
compilation. 

Headquartered at 11 New Bern Ave., Raleigh, N.C. Telephone (919) 829-2430 
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We are looking forward to your assistance with this project. We feel very 
strongly that the Bicentennial celebration in North Carolina should be 
thoroughly documented. Although our office has many sources of document­
ation, we are counting on you to supply those projects and activities 
that you feel were of most impact . 

If your county has a logo or hallmark that you have used over the past 
few years, please include a copy of it so that we may reproduce it on 
your County page. 

These books will be made available to you as County Chairman at no 
cost, one volume each. After our cost estimates arrive, we will 
then be able to determine the cost of additional copies. 

I sincerely hope that you had a fun and meaningful Fourth of July. 
It should be a great source of pride that you have so fully par­
ticipated in the celebration of our nation•s two hundredth birthday. 
Along that line, the staff of the North Carolina Bicentennial wishes 
to thank you for your efforts and your support over the past years. 

We are looking forward to hearing from each of you! 

cc~i a 11~ .. r f\u""'--'--

Eliza et~ ~ntress 
Assis ant Director 
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Accomplishments of the Surry County American Revolution 

Bicentennial Commission. 

The accomplishments of the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission have bean varied and imaginative and has reached 

every segment of the population in the county. 

Short History of the formation .of the Bicentennial Commission: 

At the urging of the North Carolina State Bicentennial 

Commission ( in the Spring of 1974), Robart Merritt, then president 

of the Surry County Historical Society, formed a Bicentennial 

Commission. Robart fvlerri t t became the temporary chairman of the 

Bicentennial Commission. Original members of the commission were . 
Dr. J. Dale Simmons, Verona West, Franklin Badgett, Glenn Robertson, 

~Villiam Sanders, Ruth r"linick, Hugh Atkinson, R. Fletcher Good IV, 

and Isabel Harrell. The first official meeting of the Bicentennial 

Commission was held at Mount Airy on March 5,1974. The goals of 

the commission were set out: 1. development of an appreciation of 

the county's past; 2. unify the county; 3. focusing attention on 

and encouraging preservation of archaeological and historical sitesi 

4. the relation of the life-style of 200 years ago with that of 

today; 5. creation of a sense of pride and respect in our local 

history; 6. encouragement of traditional arts and crafts; 7. estab­

lishment of a repository for collections of historical data and 

artifacts' u~llization of national and state efforts to obtain maximum 
J a 

tangible and intangible benefits for the county; ~l .. ' · commemoration of 

the 200th anniversary of the American Revolution and the development 
,o.. 

of an appreciation of our independence; 9~ discovery of the historical 

'" community of Surry County; LO. the coordination of activities of 

the coun~e with those of surrounding counties and states; and 

finally, to have fun. 
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To a rnmarkabla degree, the Surry County American Revolution 

Bicentennial Co mmission has fulfilled most of these goals. 

At the meeting of March 5, 1974, the commission unanimously elected 

Dr. J. Dale Simmons , president of the commission, Verona \-lest, secretary, and 

Franklin Badgett, treasurer. The Commission also decided at this meeting to 

become a non-profit corporation which was later accomplished. At the second 

meeting of the commission, March 26 1974, they proposed close cooperation with 

·o the County Commiss ioners and the Surry County Historical Society to make its 

goals a reality. A close bond of cooperation has existed between these three 

groups and has made the Bicentennial a significant success in Surry County. 

The Commission also requested the County Commissioners to set up 

the Bicentennial as a County department of government with an operating budget 

of approximately $25,000.00; the County Commissioners voted to approve this 

action with an appropriation of $21,100.00 for the fiscal year July 1, 1974 

to June 30,1975; the County Commissioners funded the Bicentennial for a 

second fiscal year, July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1976 with a budget of approximately 

$25,898.00. The commissioners also funded the Bicentennial for -the months of 

July and August of 1976. 

Despite the number of successes of the various Bicentennial programs 

listed below, the Bicentennial Commission only spent $10,467.70 of its 1974-75 

appropriation and only 522,418.00 of it $26,000.00 budget for the 1975-76 fiscal 

year. In addition, the Bicentennial raised approximately $10,000.00 from the 

local community for various projects also listed below. The Bicentennial also 

received a SlD,OOO.OO grant on behalf of the Rockford Preservation Committee for 

the historic restoration of the former county seat (more fully described below) 

from the state legislature. Another $500.00 grant was received from the North 

Carolina State Bicentennial Commission for implementation of a historic old 

times craft exhibit at Pilot Mountain State Park. 

As the scope of the Bicentennial grew and also because of the death 

of one of its most active members, Hugh Atkinson, the Bicentennial Commission 

was expanded to 25 members including, c. Frank Comer, ~1ike and Dianna Forrest, 
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Kathleen Gillalnnd, L. H. Jones, ~ Claude Elridge, t1ike Randleman, .~yea 

Ingram, HilHam s. Hiatt, Jack Palmer, Vincent Lalla, Vivian Lowe, Steve 

Taylor, Carroll Gordner, Charles Fletcher, Bud Cameron, Doug Cook, Gene 

Everett, and Beulah Perkins. These new member~ represent a wide variety 

of occupations and all regions of the 'county. 

On August 15, 1974, a full time coordinator was appointed, Edward 

J. Spanski, Jr., a professor of history at Surry Community College; his 

salary and that of his full-time secretary, Sua Gilley, are paid from county 

funds. 

Listed below. are the major accomplishments of the Surry County 

American Revolution Bicentennial Commission. 

ACC0~1PL I SHf·1ENTS 

Listed below are some of the achievements that the Surry County 

American Revolution Bicentennial Commission has organized. These projects 

have been funded by monies from Surry County, by private donations) from 
S' ~1 "- .· 

businesses and individuals, from government grants, and from s~l~ of souvenirs 

such as commemorative coins. 

1. The successful selection of an official county seal and flag as a result 

of county-wide contest in which there were more than 500 entries from adults 

and school children of all ages and all parts of the county. (Cost for awards 

$132.50) 

2. The establishment of a county archives in cooperation with Surry Community 

College_and the Northwestern Regional Library to preserve documents, photographs 

and ar~facts of Surry County's Past so that they can be utilized by all citizens 

of the county as well as interested researchers. 

3. The implementation of a local history program including courses for credit 

at Surry Community College with a particular
1
although not an exclusive, emphasis 

on informing local social sciences teachers in Surry County of local history. 
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4. The publication of two historical pamphlets (written and edited by Ruth 

r-1inick) : 1. Historic Sites of Surry County 2. "How Come Surry Cmlhty And How 

Hit Got Along By Herself Who ~1ar Borned And Raised Thar", a history in dialect 

form. Response to these pamphlets locally and on the state level have been 

enthusiatic. (Cost $500.00) The State Department of Archives and the N. C. 
---Bicentennial Commission have particularly commanded the Historic Sites booklet. 

5. The distribution of 5,000 booklets, historical and informative, to the Surry 

County School System, the Mount Airy City School System, and the Elkin City 

School Sys tem. This total does not include 13,000 flyers of the County Seal and 

flag given to each school child in the county. (Cost $613.39) 

6. The production of 68 plus slide presentation on Surry County's Past ~n 

~. This slide program has been presented to dozens of civic clubs and 

severa1:1 hundred school children. In cooperation with Carroll Perkins of the 

Surry County School System and Mr. Johnson of Mount Airy School System, these 

slides are now being reduced to a filmstrip to be given to each school in the 

county so that it can be presented to any class by any individual teacher not 

only during the Bicentennial but for future generations. Ruth .Minick and Glenn 

Robertson,membars of the commission
1
have been responsible for this project. 

(Cost of program $251.06) 

7. The distribution of Bicentennial literature to the general public in excess 

of 50,000 separate items. (Cost $6,000~00) 

8. The writing, printing and distribution of 5,000 information booklets on 

the County to the general public at the Autumn Leaves Festival. (Done at the 

request of the County Commissioners) 

9. The Historic Sign Program: Surry County was the first county to receive 

permission from the Department of Transportation to erect historic signs 

(temporary Bicentennial Markers) throughout the county on the state right-of­

way. Over 150 signs have been erected throughout the county by area boy scout 

troops. These signs indicate sites of historic interest and significance in 

Surry County. A pamphlet describing each of the sites and a map attached to 

the pamphlet showing the location of each historic site is ~: available to the 

public at a nominal charge. 
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10. The U. s. Ar med Forces Bicentennial Caravan visited Dobson on November 

14, 1975 to di s play, in four tractor-trailer vans, the history of the four 
-~~ 

branches of tho U. S. Armed Forces. They came at the request of the Surry 

County Americcm Bicentennial Commission. Dobson was one of the only two 

sites this ca rav~n visited in North Carolin in 1975. Over 1,800 school 

children saw tho exhibits. In additi~n approximately 1000 adults also came 

to visit thes a remarkable displays. (Cost of project: no cost to Bicentennial 

Commission or the County) 

11. In addition and in cooperation wi th the Rockford Preservation Committee, 

the Surry County Bicentennial Commission has received a $10,000 grant from 

the State Legislature on a matching basis for the restoration of Rockford, 

the first permanent county seat of Surry County. The Bicentennial has acted 

for the Rockford Preservation Committee which will actually supervise and carry 
5\ ~ 

on the project after the Bicentennial is over. The actual:1 funding of ~ grant is 

not to start until July 1, 1976. The bill for the grant was sponsored by 

State Sen. George Marion and State Rep. David Diamant. 

12. Official opening ceremony of the Bicentennial Year of 1976 was held at 

Rockford, the county seat from 1789 to 1850. This historic tow~ was where 

Andrew Jackson practiced law as a young man and where James K. Polk visited 

his cousin, William Polk Dobson. Dobson is the man who encouraged Polk to 

run for the presidency in 1844. He also delivered the nominating speech for 

Polk at the Democratic convention. 

The ceremony was presided over by J. Dale Simmons, tvl. D. ,president 

of the Bicentennial Commission at the Rockford Baptist Church. The program 

included the participation of veterans (American Legion and V.F.W.). Bicentennial 

Remarks on the Heritage of Surry County were delivered by Franklin Folger, 

leading Surry County banker, and local history expert; and David Diamant, 

state representative (23rd District) gave remarks on the future of Surry County. 

Surry Community College Chorus under the director of Dale Sasser sang patriotic 

music. 

The event was coordinated by Cama Merritt in her new position with 

the Bicentennial as Activities Chairman. 
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13. Special poa tar3 designed and made by Catting White, head of the Art 

Department at Surry Community College, were distributed throughout the 

county depicting nnd describing Bicentennial events. The posters are hand 

silk-screened. Jorvices donated by Catting White. 

14. Colonial Ta3 t i ng Spree: April 24, 1976, Dobson. Co-sponsored by the 

Home Extension Clubs of Surry County, Pat Seal, chairperson. Ann Tyndall 

of the Home Ex t ension Department of the Surry County Agricultural Extension 

Agency cooperat ed wi th Mr s . Seal i~ .t his unus ual event. Women of the Home 

Extension prepared favorite colonial and modern recipes of Surry County. 

Dress ed in colonial dresses, they served over 400 people giving each one a 

sample of these recipes. 
O-

F or tR9 nominal admission charge each person received 

a special commemorative plate with the new county seal imprinted on the plate 

as well as a copy of the recipes. (Cost $686.00) 

15. Special Bicentennial Cantata Concert, Sunday, May 16, 1976. A special 

cantata of patriotic songs such as "f'lad Anthony Hayne 11 was performed by the 

Surry Community College Chorus, Dale Sasser Directo~and was held at Surry 

County Arts Council auditorium. Over 600 people attended this gala event 

which included a fashion show coordinated by Cama Merritt and the Mount Airy 

Women's Club. The fashion show demonstrated the various dresses and styles 

from colonial to modern times, especially, those native to Surry County. 

Admission free. Total Cost: $100.00. 

16. Pilot Mountain Day, June 5, 1976. The Surry County Bicentennial, the 

Pilot t·1ountain Jaycees and almost every civic, fraternal and women's club 

in Pilot _f·1ountain sponsored this day long event commemorating Surry County 

history; · \he ~ation's birthday with parades, fireworks :· ~pecial events such 

as a beard contest, water fights by volunteer fire departments / and so on. 

Several thousand people attended the various events. The event sparked partic­

ipation and civic pride in the community. Cost: $800.00. 

17. Special exhibits were started in r·1 ay in conjunction with Pilot f·1ountain Park 

and its director, Larry Minton and will be operated on every Saturday through 

June, July and August. The exhibit changes every few weeks and demonstrates 

both archaelogical and historical artifacts such as Indian pottery as well as 

demonstration of old time crafts. In July, a tobacco exhibit is also planned. 

A $500.00 grant was received from the North Carolina Stat~ Bicentennial Commis sion 

to help defray the cost of the exhibit: (Total cost including grant: Sl,ODO.OO) 
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Estimated audience size for each Saturday: 2,000. 

18. A special Barn-raising of log cabin-style smokehouse was started on 

June 19, 1976 in conjunction with the Surry County School System (Charles 

Fletcher, project director). Each pa~ticipant hewed his own logs, larg~ly 

using old fashioned tools. Cost: $50.00. 

19. July 3-5, 1976. Various Bicentennial events planned in all communities of 

Surry County: Parades, fireworks, special events at both t"lount Airy and Elkin, 

old-fashioned picnic at Dobson. Dedication of new town hall and ceremonies 

on July 4th in Pilot r··,ountain {Cost:$500.00) Other funds raised locally for 

these events. 

20. One of our most successful projects is our historic tours program • . Started 

in -early May, it is operated every Thursday and many Saturdays. Vans are provid­

ed by the Yadkin Valley Economic Development Commission of Boonville,North Carolina 

(cost par mile reimbursed to this organization by the Surry County Bicentennial 

Commission). The tousnarrated by a trained guide 1 goes through all parts of 

Surry Cou~ty visiting over 30 of the most significant sites in Surry County 

including historic sites in ~1ount Airy, Elkin, Rockford, Pilot Mountain, and 

Dobson. Tour covers , l60 miles and lasts from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Nominal 

charge is made to partially offset cost of tour. Response to this project has 

been highly enthusiatic~y and has attracted all age groups. All scheduled 

tours (six for the month of July alone) are fully booked. This project in con­

junction with our historic sign program has greatly awakened the heritage of 

Surry County to its people. (Cost total not yet determined but is approximately 

$40.00 per van per trip; on soma dates more than one van is used.) 

21. Commemorative Coin Project: 200 Silver and Bronze coin~ set$minted with 

1000 other Bronze coins. Design has new county seal on front and county 

courthouse on obverse. This project has bean highly successful in showing the 

people of our county the new seal. The courthouse reminds everyone that they 

are all part of Surry County. Profits from sales ploughed back into Bicentennial 

projects. (Cost $4100.00) 
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~iurnr rmtion: The sum total of our Bicentennial projects has largely 

fulfilled tha original goals of the first meetings of the Bicentennial Commiss­

ion~he county~ s eal contest, the historic tours, the historic sign program, 

historical pamphlots and mass participation events, such as$ Pilot Mountain 

Day
1

have awakonAd in Surry County a sense of unity and a knowledge of its 

history; at the same time everyone is enjoying the celebration of our nations 

birthday and the fact th~t Surry County was founded in 1770 and thereby is 

six years older than our nation • 
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I COUNTY OF Y AD KIN 

BOARD OF COU~TY CO~'l\11SSI0l'<ER S 

EXECU'JIVE SECRETARY: 

Y ADKIN COUNTY A.\fERlCAN REYOLUTJ ON 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

\BOONVILLE, N. C. 270 11 
TELEPHONE: 

(919) 367-725 1 
GER kl 1\lAH TIN 

Augus t 17t 197 6 

Rlizah~th Fentress 
~ . C . DCR - N.C. Bicentennia l 
11 :t'Je\,7 Re1:n Ave . 
RAleigh t NC 27611 

Dear Liz: 

Re : Summary Report of Bicentennial Efforts 

Our Bicentennial Commission is schedule d to re~in active throu8h 1980. 

So far , Yadkinians have accomplished th~ following goals of our Bicentennial 
COi '~"luni ty Program issued in 1974. 

I . THEI'1E Heritaze '76 

ACTIVITIES 
(l) Project - Historic Richmond Hill ~ature Park . -----·-----

( a ) Park formally opened in 197 4 
(b) Secured gra11ts : $20 , 000 t~PS t $12 , 50() l'i"D-CD , $4s,noo State, 

$1 2, 500 Local 
(c) Restoration exterior plans now ~ompleted 

(2) Project - Starmount Park 
(a ) Re-created One-room Log School House and fol!Jally 

opened in 1~75 (Ca. $4 , 000) 

(3) Project - Bi~op~r Tree Park 
(a) State Forestry Service examination of tree and reco~~endations 

made for preserving 

(4) Projec t - County ~·1useum 

(5) Project 

(a ) $3,000 Donation secured to purchase fo1~er County Jai l an d 
site purchased 

(b ) Removal of add-on structure an d roof replaced (Ca. $l , OnO ) 

- Photographs an d FamilY_ Hi_stod e~ 
(a) Slide Program of historic sites developed ~n d presented to 

schools and other groups 
(b ) Article ·in ne\,'Spapers requesting depositing of historic papers 

in Bistory Room of Library 
(c) Photographic History Albu~s started in Library 

Celebrating the 200th Anniversary of our Natio n 
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( fi ) Project : ]J_~tl~E- Carolinian c_o_llect~_j_on 
(a ) C:ounty His tori an employed with CETA Funds ( Ca . $6 , 000) 
(b ) Cataloguing an d arrangements up-dated 

(7) Proj ec t: History 
(a ) Art i cle s i n newspapers on Coun ty History by County Hi s to rian 
(b ) Assistanc e t o Stat e personne l on visi ts to f ormer goal mine s 

(8 ) Proj ect: County Sea l and~ 
(a )" Con t es t hel d for propose ci designs 
(b ) Sea l an d F l ag adopted 
( c ) F~ag manufactures for sa l e ( ca . $2 , 00 0) 

( 9 ) Proj ec t: Bicentennial Hedal.Jic.£~ c.) 
(a ) Contes t hel d f o r desi8n5 
(b ) Minted f or sale 5PO si l ve r and 2, 500 bronz e medals ( c a. Sl0, 000) 

_{l a ) Proj ~c t: Histori c Si tes Mar ke d 
(a ) Street s of Huntsvi lle marked by Yadkinvill e Junio r Ta r hee l 

Historians 

\(1 1) Proj ect: Pr~v4{e Restoration 
( a ) Encouraged Sta te t o he lp develop and assis t efforts fo r adaptive 

restoration 

II. THD1E : Horizons '76 

ACTIVITIES 
(1 ) Project : Tmpro~ement o f School Facilities 

(a ) Pse of State Bctt d funds ( ca . Sl · 5 million ) for neH facilities 
a t 7 elementary schools 

(b ) Long range facilities replace~ent program begun with County funds 
(300 , 000 annually ) 

( 2 ) Project : Hopsital Facilities Inprove d 
~) ca . $900 , 000 County and other funds provided for ne\.,r primary and 

I 
emergency care faci l ities 

(b ) Additional physicians secured 
( c ) Eas t Bend County Hea l t h Center services expanded 

(3 ) Project : Genera l Bealth an d Mental Hea l t h Facilities 
(a ) Ca . $ 75, 000 addition to Heal t h Cente r fo r needed facilities 
(b ) :'-!enta l Health Center establ ished a t County Coa-r:1unity Service 

Center 
( c ) Health Department services e::-:panded 

(4 ) Proj ect : Parks 

( a ) Long term l ease secured fo r State m-me d s i t e fo r Park near 
Yadkinvi lle 

(~) Project: Corrmunity Serv i ces 
(a ) Coun ty Health Department organi zed 
(b ) Human Services Delivery Transportation System implemented 
( c ) Energy Conservat ion - Home Heatherization Program implemented 
(d ) Co~~unity Cannery renovated 
( e ) Expanded .f ederal emp l oymen t an d t r aining program imp l emented 
( f ) Dist r ic t Hi s t ori cal Planner emp l oyed with CETA funds t o he lp 

pro j ec t 
( g ) Public Housing Agency established an d -federal housing assistanc e 

program implemented 
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(b) State and County grants ($1 0, 000) secured to purchase Shore 
Hil l Site 

·-Federal/Stat~/County Bicentennial funds secured an d ~eing used 
for d ev~lopmen t of Sl1or e Hi ll Park ("/..~ c·t·o) 

(c) Tnvestigated possibility of park area at Eu d'f Shoals 
(d) Continued negotiaitons with State an d development planning 

for Donnahue Park sit e 
(e ) Expansion of Richmond Hill Park planne d and proposed 
(f) County Park and Recreation Department re-organized 

Project: Water Systems 
~)-T~~Yadkinville received Federal an d State gran ts and issued 

bonds for new 1~ater system and trerJtJaen t plrJnt 
(b) Tmro of Boonvil le comp l eted ne1.;r water / Sf-'lve r lines 
(c) County and Tmm of J 0nesvil le progressing on specia l ·~.,ate r l ine 

fo~ a Holiday Inn 
(d) Town of Arlington wate r system completed 

(7) Project: Libraries 
(a) "Northwestern Regional Library and YVEDDI se cu.re.d 3 year funding 

for pilot Early Childhood Creative Library Program 
(b) Micro-fi lm Reader purchased for Library 

( ~ ) Project : County Corrmunity Service Center 
(a) HUD funded Center opened (ca. $250,000) 
(h) Additional HUD-CD gran t ($33,000) secured for completing Center· 

in Yadkinville and development of Center at J onesvil le 

(g) Project: Cc unty 1-Janager 
-First County Manager employed in 1975 

VO\ Project : Cmmnuni ty Planning 
(a ) };rev.T , I!'Ore active Planning Boar d organized 
(b) VISTA Planner secured 
(c) ~~obile Borne Park ordinance developed 
(d) BUD-CD grant (ca . $10,000) secured 
(e ) Initiation of EDA plan 

(11) Project: Law Enforce~ent 
(a ) LEAA grant· received an d implemented for Detective and vehicles 
(b) CETA funds secured and used for additiona l Deputies 
(c) LFJ\.A grant received fo r drug abuse officer 

(l:;<) Project: Special Fduca·tion Services 
(a) federal, State, an d Local funds secured and used to initiate 

education projects for sever~ly handicapped 
(b) CETA slots secured and used to expand State Kindergarten 
(c) CETA slots secured and used for special reading, guidance, P.E., 

clerical, and arts activities 
(d) Special Head Start Services for Handicapped initiated 
(e) Day Care (Child Developruent ) Center re-opened 
(f) Vocational education facilit ies and progra·m, especial ly for 

handicapped, expanded 
Ia\ id (' •(· -t · · _._. \._~} 'C..,tf•._.,.;c-c ~rc ,-> T Ctf-/;;:-,o_... {''Lr" c,Ql.:. '""' 
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(a ) Yadkin CounciT----;:;-;-.1\eing expanded trcmsportation an d other servi ccs 
(b ) Elderly Nutrition Program expanded 

' (11) Pro j ec t: Environmenta l Action 
(a ) Expande d Haste Remova l Program \vit h purchase of addi t iona l truck 

and containers 
(b ) CETA slots secured and used t o clean up Dump areas. 

III . TBEME : FESTIVAL U S A 

ACTIVITIES 
(1 ) Project : Fine Art s 

(a ) Yadkin Arts Counci l organized 
-Sunbonne t Fes t iva l s hel d 2 years 
-CETA Sl ot s secured an d used for st-affing 

(b ) Theatre group organized and plays presented 
(c ) Library disp l ays o f l ocal artists ' product s 

(2) Pro j ect : Yadkin River Appreciation 
(a ) Assisted State fo r 2 years with Yadkin River Extravaganza 

celebration 

(3) Project : 19 76 Celebration 
~a ) Assisted Th e Tribune with histori c sites contes t 
(b ) Participated i n Parades 
(c ) Recognized l oca l July 4 events 
(d Y Held Special July 4 ~ 197 6 Bel l Ringing 
(e ) Specia l T .V. ProgralfCat Hinston-Salem and High Point Stations 

(4) Project : Yadkin County Awards 
-Project approved by County Commissioners 
-Cornmittee a.ppointed and ,,,orking on first A\.Jards Program 

(5) Project : American Forum 
-Recognized and participated in State/ Loca l Library Lecture Forum 

Serie s 

(6) Projec t: Tours 
(a ) Participated i n historic tours of North,,•es t :Historical .t..ssocia­

tion and sponscred tour in Huntsville 

This listing is no t complete and He point out , again1 t"hat this Com111ission is not respon­
sible solely fo r al l of our accomplishments . 

l·:'annes t Regards , 

4rP 
~~:._------
CLloyd Pardue 

Jimmie R. Hutchens 
Co-Chairmen 

cc : YCARB C Members 
James E. Raynes , County Manager 



Memo a 

TOs Liz Fentress, Assistant Director, N.C. State Bicentennial Commission 

From& Ed Spanski, Executive Director, Surry County Alltecican Revol ution 
Bicentennial Commission. 

Re; Data about our activities for the Bicentennial in Surry County 
which will be published by your organization. 

Following are the major accomplishments of the Surry County American 
Revolution Bicentennial Commissions 

I. Themes Heritages 1976a 

A. Major Restoration projects in Surry County that are underway& 

1. Rockford, the first permanent county seat of Surry County, founded 
in 1789 when Stokes (which included waht later was to become Forsyth 
was separated from Surry) has received several major grants either 
through the initiative or cooperation of the Surry County American 
Revolution Bicentennial Commissions 

a. $10,000.00 grant from the State General Assembly was 
received on a matching basis for the restoration of 
Rockford as an historic district. This action initiated 
By Bicentenni::~l Commission and Ed Spanski, Executive 
Director with the ' cooperation of the Rockford Preservation 

Committee. Money being raised for the matching grant. 

b. $7,5PO.OO grant from the z. Smith Reyn6lds Foundation to 

Rockford. Rockford Preservation Committee with cooperation 

of the Surry County Biceantennial Commission. initate this grant 

c. application of Rockford to the National Register o~iHistoric Places 
~ n process) 

2. The Franklin House--restoration sponsored by Surry County Historical 

Society& Surry County /~er. Rev. Bicentennial Commission will donate 

sizable 35% of surplus funds to this project. 

3. Pick Shin History CenteP- -restoration of old school house, store, and 

other buildings--Surry Co. Bicentennial will donate a grant to this project. 

4. Gwyn School House built in 1850; first school house in Surry County; 

in Elkin; operated by D.A.R. chapter in Elkin as a museum; will receive 

10% of surplus funds from the Bicentennial. 



Liz Fentriss Memo continued 

rteritage continueda 

B. Historic Sign Program--designated Temporary Bicentennial Marker 

Program. First. such program to be approved by the Department of 

Transportation for erection of 150 historic sites in Surry County 

on state right of way, Received approval also by the N.C. Bicentennial 

Commission and the Department of Archives and Haistory. Signs erected 

by Boys Scout of Surry County (Hickbry Council). Project Directora 

Steve Taylor, Researcha Ruth Minick and Marian Venable, 

C. Historic pamphlet a "Histoirc Sites of Surry County" prepa:ned 

by Ruth Minick, Marian Venable and Ed Spanski. Description of over 

150 historic sites in Surry County. Over 6000 printed and distributed 

esp, to county schools. 

D. Film slide and filmstrip series on the historic siteso£ Surry 

County with soundtrack and narrative. Project directora Glenn Robertson 

Research Ruth Minick. Slide"series shown to over 100 clubs and school 

groups. Filmstrip distributed free of charge to all schools in Surry 

County. 

E. Historic pamphleta "How Surry County .~.. -.~J , ••. • !"' cf 

! . concise histary af 1 SU~Y COunty bp monhtaini~ledt ' fdrm. 
c .. ·. 

Written by Ruth Minick, Has received high praise from Dept, of Archives 

and History. 

F. Historic Tour Program: Sinee May of 1976, buses and vans with guides 

have conducted tours of the most significant historic sites in the county. 
in 

All ages groups have participated the 1t:ourS ~ opre-teens J teenagers; adults f 

and senior-citizens, Several hundred people have seen the tours and the 

response from them has been unanimously favorable and enthusiatic, 

Project directorsa Benji Spanski, Marian Venable, and Mrs, Lee Simmons. 

G, A permanent county archives has been established with the cooperation 

of Surry Community College on their campus and will operated by their 

library staff. Valuable collection~of documents and photographs have 

already been given. All Bicentennial records will be deposited as well, 



3. 

H. Local History Program for history teachers in area schools and for 

the general public has been incorporated into the regular full credit 

curriculum of Surry Community College as a permanent addition. 

I. Articles on local history written by Ruth Minick have been published 

on a weekly basis by all newspapers in the county. These have elicited 

a wide interest in history of the county. 

FESTIVAL a 

1. September of 1975a Rocking Chair Marathon to commemorate the Bicentennial& 

Over 30 contestants in two locations& Pilot Mountain and Mt, Airy rocked 

over 72 hours, Over ten thousand people saw these events and created enthusiam 

for other Bicentennial events. 

2. "Come as Your Favorite Historical Contest" was done at the Mt, Airy 

Autumn Leaves Festivala Over 30 contestants d%essed in costumes_of ' 

various historical periods before thousands of spectators. October, 1975 

3. County Seal and Flag Contesta over 500 entrants of all ages enter the 

contest which picked the first official seal and flag of the county, 

Commememorative Coin minted with the new seal on front and courthouse on 

the obverse. The coin project completely successful. 

4. Noveaber, 1975, U, s. Armed Forces Bicentennial Caravan visited the 

Dobson the county seatc over two thousand adults and children saw the 

vans. 

~etea In December of 1975, Cama Merritt, a local attroney, and noted civic 

leader became Activities Chairman in charge of the Festival segmentc 
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FESTIVAL CONTINUEDa 

5. Official opening ceremony of the Bicentennial Year of 1976 was 

held at Rockfrd the county seat from 1789 to 1850. J. Dale Simmons, 

M.D, President of the Bicentennial Commission presided with remakrds 

on the heritage of Surry County by Franklin Folger, banker, local historian, 

and civic leader; and comments on the Horizons of Surry County by 

David Diamant, state representative. 

6. Colonial Tasting Spreeec April 24, 1976, Dobson, Co-sponsered by 

the Home Extension Clubs of Surry County. Women of these clubs prepared 

favorite colonia and modern recipes of Surry County. Dressed in colonial 

dresses, they served over 400 people on a special commemorative plate 

with the new county seal imprinted on it. 

7. Special Bicentennial Cantata Concert, Sunday May 16, 1976c A special 

cantata of patriotic songs such as "Mad Anthony Wayne" was performed by 

the Surry Community College Chorus, Dale Sasser, director, A fashion 

show demonstrated the various dresses and styles from colonial to modern 

times. 

8. Pilot Mountain D .. y, June 5, 1976. In cooperation with the Pilot 

Mountain Jaycees and other clubs, a speieal festival day was held 

commemorating the Bicentennial and Burry County's role in our nation's history. 

Parades, fireworks, barbecues, beard contests, water fights by volunteer 

fire department met an enthusiatic response and participation by thousands. 

9. Special exhibit were started in May in conjunction with P:i.lot Mountain 

State Park and conducted every Saturday through June, July, and August, 

Exhibits changed every week and demonstrated old time crafts and present 

day agricul Ure by a tobacco exhibit. Made possible by a grant from 

the State Bicentennial Commission. 

10, Barn-Raising of loc cabin style smokehouse started on June 19, 1976 at 

the Pick Shin Nature and History Center& Charles Fletcher, Project Director. 
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11 . Special posters designed and made by Catting t~ite , head of the Art 

Department , Surry Community College , These poster tiepicted our Bicentennial 

events . All posters limited edition and were hand silk-screened . 

12. July 3-5 , 1976. Various Bicentennial events planned in all communities 

of Surry County : Jarades , fireworks, special events at both Mt . Airy and Elkin . 

Dedication of new town hall in P~lot Mountain accompanied by special ceremonies 

for July 4 . 

Horizons: 

1 . Surry County Information Booklet . Done by the ~icentennial Commission 

at request of the County Commissioners , the booklet discuases the role 

of county government in the life of the average citizen and the future 

role of government in the county . 

2. David Diamant , State Representative in the opening ceremony of the 

Bicentennial Year , February 22 , 1976 , gave a speech on the future of Surry 

County at the request of the Bicentennial Commission . The speech will 

be printed in the Commemorative Booklet described below: 

3. A Special Bicentennial Commemorative Booklet will be published which 

will contain a 1 history of Surry County from its beginnings to the present; 

a complete survey of business and indus•~y by Pat Barfield , Professor 

of Economics , Surry Community College; a survey of education and reliion 

and their future roles in the county; a speech by David Diamant on:H: 

the future growth of the county; and a pro~pectus on the horizons of 

Surry County will also be included. The booklet will be a 100 hundred 

page plus publication with over 100 photographs in color and bt~ck and 

white . Local artists will provide illustrations of various historic sites . 
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4. Special Blasing Ceremony in December of 1976 at County Court : 

To close Bicentennial in Surry County . It will also commemborate the 

the founding of the county in 1770 (December); speecees about the 

horizons of the county will be given . 
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COMMISSION 

J. DALE SIMMONS 
PRESIDENT 

VERONA CRANOR 
G. FR..o\NK GOMER 
MIKE FORREST 
W . FRANKLIN BADGETT 
DIANNA FOBREST 
KATHLEEN. GILLELAND 
RUTH MINIGK . 
GLENN ROBERTSON 
STEVE TAYLOR 
L. t,.j_ JONES -
CLAUDE ELR~DGE 
MIKE RANDLEMA~ 
JOYCE INGRAM 
WILLIAM S. HIATT 
JACK PALMER 
VINCENT LELLA 
VIVIAN LOWE 
CARROLL GARDNER -
GHARLES FLETCHER 
BUD CAMERON 
OOIJG COOK 
GENE EVERETT 
BEULAH M. PERKINS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EDWARD SPANSKI, JR. 

_COUNTY C6MMISSIONERS. 

A. H. MERRITT 
CHAIRMAN 

GASTON BRINKLEY 
ROXIE ROTH 

' CLAYBERN TAYLOR 
. HARRY FOLGER 

COUNTY MANAGER 

STEVEN McKEAVER 

~ 

SURRY COUNTY .AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, INCORPORATED 

POST_OFFICE BJJX 1776 
DOBSON, NORTH -q/\Ff_OLINA 27017 

_TELEPHONE:-386-8623 

_Ac.c.ompl-ishments of the _s~r.:ry County American Revolution 

Bicentennial Cpmmission. 

· The a<,::co.rnpXish~~rfis - o-f the Surry County Bicentennial 

Comr!"ission h~va been varl~do- and imagi"nat-ive and has reached 
- ..;: - - - - - --- -

ev~ry segment ef -the. _ piop~latio~ in th~ county. 

Short llistory -of the formation mf -th-e Bicentennial Commission: -

_ -~- A-t the urging of t-he Nort.h Carolina ·· State Bicentennial 

Commission ( in tfia- Sp~r.t'ng ·~-of ~974), - Robert -flerr~tt, then president 

of the Surry C~unt~ Hi§.toric-al- Society,. formed a Bicentennial 

Com~~ssion. Robert Merritt became the temporary chairman of the 

Bicentennial Commission. O~iginal members of the commission were 

Dr. J. Dale Simmons, _Vercma West, Franklin Badgett, Glenn Robertson, 

William Sanders; Ruth t~inick, Hugli_ Atkinson, R. Fletcher . Good 1 v, 
and Isabel Harrell~ '_ The _ first offic~al meeting of the Bicentennial 

Commission was held_ at t-'lount Airy -on ~1arch 5,1974. The _ goals of 

the .commission -ware sa~ out: 1. dev~lopment of an ~ppreciation of 

the county's past;. 2 •. - unify the county; -3. focusing attention on 

and encouraging preservation of archaeological and historical sites; 

4. the relation of ~the life-style of 200 years ago with that of 

today; 5. creation of a sense of pride and respect in our local 

history; 6. encouragement of traditional arts and crafts; 7. estab­

lishment of a repository for collections of historical data and 

artifacts utilization of national and state efforts to obtain maximum 

tangible and intangible benefits for the county; B. commemoration of 

the 200th anniversary of the American Revolution and the development 

of an appreciation of .our independence; 9. discovery of the historical 

community of Surry County; 10. the coordination of activities of 

the counties with those of surrounding counties and states; and 

finally, to have fun. 
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Page 2 accomplishments 

To a remarkable degree, ~~a-'Surry County American Revolution 
- ~).:. ~ 

Bicentennial Commission has fulfilled"most of these goals. 

At _the me-eting of f•larch 5, 1974, tha commission unanimously elected 
-

Dr. J. Dale Simmons, . president of the c~ommission, Varona Hest, secretary, and 

Franklin Badgett, treasurer. The _Commission -also decided at this meeting to 

become a non-profi-t corporation whic!'l was latar accomplished. At the second 

meeting of the commission, March 26 - ~974, they proposed ~lose cooperation with 

the County Commissioners and ihe ~~~FY Gounty Historical Society to make its 

_goals a reality-.. A close bon_d of cooperation has existed between these _ three 

groups and has made the Bicentennial a - significant success in Surry County. 

- -~-

The --Commission also :r~qyasted the CQ_l!n~y Commissioners to sat up 

the Bicentennial -as a County rlepart~ant ~f government with an operating b~dget 

- of approximately $2~,_000 .. 00; the C~J:Jn!y Commissioners voted to approve this 
~ -

action with an appropriation of ·$21,100.00 for the fiscal year July 1, 1974 

to June 30,19_75; the County Commissioners funded the Bicentennial --for a 

second fiscal y.aar, July 1, 1975 to June 30, -1976 with a budget of approximately 

-$25,898.00. The commissioners also funded the Bicentennial for the months of ­

July and ..August of 1976. 

Despite the number rif successes o~ the various Bicentennial programs 

listed below, the Bicentennial ~Commission onLy spent $10,467.70 of its 1974-75 

appropriation and only $22,41~.00 pf it $26,000~00 budget for the 1975-76 fiscal 

year. · In addition, the Bicentennl.al_ rai_sed approximately · $10,000.00 from the 

-local community - for various projects also listed below. The Bicentennial also 

received a SlO,OOO.OO grant on behalf of the Rockford Preservation Committee for 

the historic restoration of the former county seat (more fully described below) 

from the state legislature. Another $500.00 grant was received from the North 

Carolina State Bicentennial Commission for implementation of a historic old 

times craft exhibit at Pilot Mountain State Park. 

As the scope of _the Bicentennial grew and also because of the death 

of one of its most active members, Hugh Atkinson, the Bicentennial Commission 

was expanded to 25 members including, c. Frank Comer, Mike and Dianna Forrest, 
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Kathleen Gilleland, L. H. Jones, ; Cl~ucle ;,Uridge, rUke Randleman, Joyce 

Ingram, William s. Hiatt, Jack Palmer, Vincent Lalla, Vivian Lowe, Steve 

Taylor, Carroll Gardn~r, Charles Fletcher, Bud Cameron, Doug Cook, Gene 

Everett, and Beulah_Parkins. These new If!embers represent a wide variety 

of occupations _and all regions of the county. 

on -~ggust is, 19741 a fuii time coordinator was appointed, Edward 

J. Spanski, Jr., a professor of hist~ry at Surry Communit~ College; his 

salary and that of _his full-time sacretary1 Sue Gilley, are paid from county 

f-unds. 

~ 

Listed below are the- -majo_r accomplishfl!ents of the Surry County -

_8~erican ·Ravolution _Sicentennial .Commission. 

ACCOMPLI SHf·1 £r.lTS .c 

Listed below are some of the achievements that the Surry County 

American Revoiution Bicentennial c-atfmission has organized. These projects 

have been funded by monies from S~rry County, by private donations · from 

t:iusinesses and individuals, from go'{ernment grants, and from sell of souvenirs 

such as commemorative coins. 

1. The .successful selection of an official county seal and flag as a result 

of county-wide contest in whicn there were more than 500 entries from adults 

and school children ofall ages an.d all parts cif the county. {Cost for awards 

$132.50) 

2. The establishment of a county archives in cooperation with Surry Community 

College and the Northwestern Regional Library to preserve documents, photographs 

and artefacts of Surry County's Past so that they can be utilized by all citizens 

of the county as well as interested researchers. 

3. The implementation of a local history program including courses for credit 

at Surry Community College with a particular although not an exclusive, emphasis 

on informing local social sciences teachers in Surry County of local history. 
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4. The publication of two histo·ricai. -p:amphlets (written and edited by Ruth 

Minick) 1. Historic Sites of Surry County 2~ "How Come Surry County And How 

Hit Got Along By He:t;_sel f \rJho War Borned And Raised Thar", a history in dialect 

form. Respon~e to tnase pamphlets locally· and on the state level have been 

enthusiatic. JCost $500. 00) The State Depar_tment at' Archives and the N. c. 
Bicentennial C~~mission have particularly com~ended the Historic Sites booklet. 

5. The distribution of 5,000 booklets=, h~stprical and informative, to the Surry 
-·· ~-

County School Sysotem, the Mou-nt Airy Cfty School System, and the Elkin City 

School System. This total doss not incl_ude 13,000 flyers of the County Seal and 

flag given to each school child in · the county. (Cost $613.39) 

6. The production of 68 plus slide: presentation on Surry County's Past now in 

operation. This slide program has been presented to dozens of civic clubs and 

severaLhundted school childr!3n.. _ _-Jn cooperation . with Carroll Perkins of the 

Surry County School System and f'1r~ Johns~n ·a-r r·1ount Airy School System, these 

- slides are now -being reduced to a ·filmstrip to be given to each school in the 

. county so that -l t can be presented to any class by any individual teacher · not 

o-only dur~ng -the Bicantenni.al but for future generations. Ruth ~1inick and Glenn 

Robertson members of the commission have bean responsible for this project. 

(Cost of program $251.06) 

7. The distribution of Bicent~nnial literature to the general public in excess 

of 50,000 sapar_ate i tams. (Cost $6,000.00} 

8. The writing, printing and distribution of 5,000 information booklets on 

the County to the general public at the Autumn Leaves Festival. (Dona at the 

request of the County Commissioners) 

9. The Historic Sign Program: Surry County wa~ the first county to receive 

permission from the Department of Transportation to erect historic signs 

(temporary Bicentennial Markers) throughout the county on the state right-of­

way. Over 150 signs have been erected throughout the county by area boy scout 

troops. These signs indicate sites of historic interest and significance in 

Surry County. A pamphlet describing each of the sites and a map attached to 

the pamphlet showing the location of each historic site is . available to the 

public at a nominal charge. 



( f 
__ / 

-~ 

\ 
I 
I 

/ --- I 

------!) 
; I 

I - I (_ 
/"'-

-----I 
! 

I 

Page 5 accomplishments 

10. The u. s. Armed Forces Bicenten~~af Caravan visited Dobson on November 
!£ 

14, 1975 to display, in four tractor..:;trailer vans, the history of the four 

branches of the U. s. Armed For~es; They came at the request of the Surry 

County American Bicentennial Commission. Dobson was one of the only two 

- sites this caravan-visited in North Carolin in 1975. Over 1,800 school 
-

children · saw the exhibits. In addition approximately 1000 adults also came 

to visit these remarkable displays: (Lost of project: no cost to Bicentennial 

Commission or the County) 

11. In addition and in cooperation with the Rockford Pre~ervation Commi ttae, 

the Surry County Bicentennial - Commissi'on- has received a $10,000 grant from 

the State Legislature on a matChing basis for the restoration of Rockford, 

the first permanent county seat of Surry County. The Bicentennial has acted 

for the Rockford Preservation Committee which will actually supervise and carry 
' -on the project after the Bicentennial __ is over. The actual .~ funding of grant is 

-not to start until July 1, 1976; · -The -bill ~or tne grant wa~ sponsored by 

State San. G~orge t·iarion and Sta.f:e Rep. David Diamant. 

).2. Official opening ceremony _of -the_ Bicentennial Year of 1976 was held at 

Rockford, the county seat from 1JB9 to 1850. This historic town was where 

Andrew Jackson practiced law as a young man and where James K. Polk visited 

his cousin, William Polk Dobson. · Dobson is the· ·man who encouraged Polk to 

run for the presidency in 1844. He also delivered the. nominating speech for 

Pol!< at the Democratic convent-ion.-

The ceremony was presided over by J. Dale Simmons, r1. D. ,president 

of the Bicentennial Commission at the Rockford Baptist Church. The program 

included the participation of veterans (American Legion and V.F.W.). Bicentennial 

Remarks on the Heritage of Surry County were delivered by Franklin Folger, ... 
-

leading Surry County banker, and local history expert; and David Diamant, 

state representative (23rd District) gave remarks on the future of Surry County. 

Surry Community College Chorus under the director of Dale Sasser sang patriotic 

music. 

The event was coordinated by Cama Merritt in her new position with 

the Bicentennial as -Activities Chairman. 
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13. Spacial posters designed and made ~by Catting \mite, head of the Art 

Department at Surry Community College, :~ere distributed throughout the 

county depicting and describing Bicentennial events. The posters are hand 

silk-screened. Services donated by Catting \~ita. 

14. Colonial Tasting Spree: April 24, 1976, Dobson. - Co-sponsored by the 

Home Extension Clubs -of Surry- County, Pat Seal, chairperson. Ann Tyndall 

of the Home Extension Department of the Surry County Agricultural Extension 

Agency cooperated with Mrs. Seal in this unusual event. Women of the Home 

Extension prepared favorite colonial and modern recipes of Surry County • . 

Dressed in colonial dresses, ~hay servad_over 400 people giving each one a 

sample of th~se recipes. For the nominal admission charge each person received 

a spe?ial commemorative plate with the new county seal imprinted on the plate 

as well as a copy of .the recipes. (Cast ~686.00) 

15. Special Bicentennial Cantata Caricert, Sunday, l'-1ay 16, 1976. A spacial 

cantata of patriotic songs such as "f·lad Anthony (.Jayne" was performed by the 

Surry Community College Chorus, Dale Sasser Director and was held at Surry 
-

-_county Arts Council auditorium~ Over 600 peopl~ attended this gala event -

which inqluded a fashion show coordinated by Cam~ r-lerri tt and the r-1ount Airy 

Womenis Club. The fashion show -demonstrated tbe various dresses and styles 

from colonial to modern times, ~specially, those native to Surry County. 

Admission free. Total Cost: $100.00. 

16. Pilot r1ountain Day, June 5, 1976. - The Surry County Bicentennial, the 

Pilat l'-1ountain Jaycees .and almost every civic, fraternal and woman's club 

in Pilot Mountain sponsored this day long event commemorating -Surry County 

history, the nation's birthday with parades, fireworks, special events such 

as a beard contest, water fights by volunteer fire departments and so on. 

Several thousand people attended the various events. The event sparked partic­

ipation and civic pride in the community. Cos.t: $800.00. 

17. Special exhibits ware started in May in conjunction with Pilot t·1ountain Park 

and its director, Larry Minton and will be operated on every Saturday through 

June, July and August. The exhibit changes every few weeks and demonstrates 

both archaelogical and historical artifacts such as Indian pottery as well as 

demonstration of old time crafts. In July, a tobacco .exhibit is also planned. 

A $500.00 grant was received from the North Carolina State Bicentennial Commission 

to help defray the cost of the exhibit: (Total cost including g.rant: $1,000.00) 

. .. : ~ ' 
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Estimated audience size for each Satur-day: 2, DOD. 

18. A special Barn-raising oClog cabin-style smokehouse was started on 

June 19, 197 6 in con_.junction with the Surry County School - System (Charles 

fletcher, . project director). Each participant hewed his own logs, largely 

using old fashioned tools. Cost: $?0.00. 

19. July 3-5, 1976. Various Bicentennial events glannad in all communities of 

.Surry County: Parad~s, fireworks, special events at both r'lount Airy and Elkin, 

old-fashioned picnic . at Dobson •. Dedication of new town hall and ceramonie~ .. 

~n July 4th in pilot Mountain (Cost: $500.,00) · Other funds raised locally for 

these events. 

~ 

20. One of our most successful projects is our historic tours program. Started 

in early May, it is operated every Thu~sday and many Saturdays. Vans are provid­

ed by the Yadkin ~ Vall.ey Economlc De.velopment Commission of Boonville, North Carolina 

{cost per mile reimbursed to ~hi? organization by the Surry County_ Bicentennial 

Commission). The tour narrated by a trained guide goes through all parts of 

· Surr~ County yi~jting over 30 of the mas~ significant sites in Surry County · 

including historic sites in ~1ount Airy, Elkin, Ro_ckford, Pilot Mountain, and 

. Dobson. Tour covers ·-:-160 miles and lasts from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.t·1. Nominal 

charge is made to partially offset cost of tour. Response to this project has 

been highly enthusiatically and has attracted~!! age groups. All scheduled 

tours (six for the month of July alone) are fully booked. This project in con­

junction with our historic sign program has greatly awakened the heritage of 

Surry County to its people. (Cost total nat yet determined but is approximately 

$40.00 per van per trip; on some dates more than one van is used.) 

21. Commemorative Coin Project: 200 Silver and Bronze coins sat minted with 

1000 other Bronze coins. Design has new county seal on front and county 

courthouse on obverse. This project has been highly successful in showing the 

people of our county the new seal. The courthouse reminds everyone that they 

are all part of Surry County. P~ofits fro~ sales ploughed back into Bicentennial 

projects. (Cost $4100.00) 
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Summation: The sum total of bur Bicentennial projects has largely 

fulfilled the original goals of the ff'I'st --meetings of the Bicentennial Commiss­

ion the county's s eal- contest, the historic tours, the his toric s ign program, 

historical pamphlets and mass partic-ipaHon events, such as, Pilot Mountain 

Day have awakened ' in Surry County a sense of unity ann a ~knowledga of its 
.1 

history; at the same time everyone is enjoying the celebration of our nations 

birthday and ~he fact that Surry County was founded in 1770 and thereby is 

six years older than our nation. 
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