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/ Phis little booklet is put together for the purpose of acquainting our members
with some of our own Methodist beginnings in Mount Airy, and to preservefd some
A memories which are fast leaving us.

It began in 1938 when the writer was asked, in desperation, by the then pastor
to get together some information on our Central Church for one of the local papers
which was to run a series on Mount Airy churches. Two of the then old members
of the church, both of whom were born when "Old Lebanon" was still standing and
in use on Lebanon Hill, were interviewed. This statement will serve as the footnote
when I quote either in the narrative. Eternal gratitude to Mr. B, F. Sparger and
to Mr. J. B, Fulton, both of whom were born in 1853,

This "treatise" is not scholarly; some of it is undoubtedly erroneous--
memories are not infallible--and fully authenticated material is rather hard to
come by. Some of the late Mr. Leo “humacker's sources must be still available
if one knew where to run them down. i

It has been shocking to the writer to realize how soon comparatively recent
events and mental pictures are distorted and forgotten. For example, running down
such minor items as the species of trees lining the walk and driveway of "Old
Methodist", how far the gallery extended, how the front appeared, how tall the
steeple was, has been nebulous as well as fascinating.

Central Church proper is dealt with in only its very early pears--maybe some
day somebody will be interviewing you and me for our childhood impressions!

No feelings will be hurt if any reader will correct any of the statements
of this writer. There is also a space here and there for that purpose and for
any NEW MATERIAL, PLEASE., YOU, YOURSELF, WRITE DOWN, preferably on these pages,
YOUR OWN PERSONAL REMINISCENCES. Your children will appreciate them,

If a dedication of such a feeble work is in order I would like to dedicate
this little booklet to my parents, John David and Ida Creveling Minick, who,
although comparative latecomers (1899) t3 the church at Mount Airy, none the less
gave it their undying love and ever loyal active support. They always did hope
that their children would "amount to something" and I hope that this is a needed
contribution of mine.

Then, I would like to pay ;b/ribtrbe to my uncle and aunt, Clem C. and Anna K.
Creveling, "latecomers" too, who, like my parents, gave Central Church their love
and active support, and one of whom "baby sat" with my cousin and me while my
parents and her husband santfto the Lord, literally, in the church choir.

Both my mother and Uncle Clem, Methodist preacher's children themselves,
followed in the tradition of their great, great grandfather Thomas Bowman, an
early Pennsylvania convert of, and ordained preacher by, Francis Asbursfz who
started it 211 in the first place. Thomas Bowman also sired a grandson,’Bishop
Thomas Bowman, who was a telling force in the northern Methodist church in the

¥ eighties and nineties. m’\‘&‘@( oo i
father also had hisyheritage; his father,was a husiness Q
a "hcansfy’co exhort" and who Qef C’X ogr’fsmlé the Yirst Melhe ,;\' SHMeCRT Kl\e‘s thome Tein.
; Many thanks to all of thoSe people who gave me information, who "proof
“u read" ‘my manuscript, - who directed me to likely sources, and, in many cases,
. accompanied me there.
. Now, -wi]!'you'please’furnish some more of your own in these very pages?
b4 o Ty Ruth Minick
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CInCil!' end STATION APPOINIMRENTS OF WHICH MOUNT AIRY WAS A PAPT -- ngl on |

From Asbury'!s Journal by Clark, Potts, Vol I, p.371l. Footnote-

"The Pittsylvania Circuit had been formed in 1776 embracing territory in
Virginia and Yorth Carolina, In 1780 the Yadkin Circuit was formed from a part of
the Pittsylvania, The Yadkin was west of the New Hope Circuit and extended to tle
Blue Ridge and southward to the “outh Carolina line,"

So, prior to 1837 when the North Carolina Conference was organized, our sectio
was a part of the Yadkin Circuit which embr-ced all of western North Carolina west
of Cuilford. Also, at the very berinning the Yadkin Circuit was part of the Pitt-
sylvania (Virginia) Circuit. Both Pittsylvania and Yadkin were part of the Virginia
Conference.

!
Y?AR PR.ACHZR("How are the preachers stationed?") PRESIDING ZLD"R ' WHFITE COL.
(Yadkin Circuit. Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke bishops in charge. Virginia Conf.)
1781 Andrew Yeargin
1782 John Cooper, Enoch Matson, George Kimble
(Ceorge Kimble micht have been up this way. See later reference.)
1783 Henry Ogcburn, William Cannon, Lemuel Creen
1784 Philip Bruce, John Baldwin (In 178L Jesse Lee was traveling with Asbury. )
1785 Benry Binrham, Thomas Williamson :
1786 Robert J, iiller, John ifason

1787 W. Partridee, B. M'Henry, J, Conner - 817 .20
1788 Sihon Smith, Micaijah Tracy 500 19
1789 Daniel Asbury, John M'Gee (Daniel Asbury at one_time, 1793 is the 345 7
first mentioned, traveled with Asbury. Fe is §m§§f§§;%éhﬂggg,
preached near Fancy Gap at one time--just when d
1790 William 'Uowell 296 8

1791 Jesse Richardson, Daniel Dean (Daniel Dean also may have preached LO1 25
near Ffancy Gap.)
1792 Ceo. !M'Kenney, Joseph Moore 439 14
1793 John Fore, John Ahair ;
(Yadkin and Swanino(?)--Union Circuit which took in Lincoln County : ' 4
and territory in South Carolina formed.)

1794 Christopher S, Moor:ng, Pemberton Smith T02¢ .12
(Sse Christopher Moorine and Peter Doub) |
1795 Henry Hill, Charles Ledbettsr 505 14
(States listed for first time)
1796 Hezekiah Arnold, Samuel Rudder 645 3L
1797 William Moss, Daniel Gossage i3 32
1798 William }oss L3l 32
1799 Tromas Wilkerson L59 20
1800 Wathaniel Walker, John Ellis 459 20

(Salisbury District, Yadkin Circuit (?) Am not sure we were on
Yadkin Circuit)
1801 Daniel Asbury, Wiley Jones (This mi-ht have been tke year in which 409 16
Daniel Asbury preached near Fancy Gap.)

1802 William Ormond (Vireinia Conference first listed) u Wil 16
1803 James Patterson bar @ 32
1804 John Moore, James Boyd P E, Alexamder lMcCainely37 LO

(A=bury's Journal) ]
1805 Wm, Algood, John Weaver Los 16
1806 Josiah Philips L5926
1807 John Oven, After 6 mos. P. Uwen L9s 24
1808 Joshua W, Kilpatrick, John French (Now Salisbury District, Salis- 512 29
1809 Gray Williams, Thos, Neely bury Clrculf) 622 33
1810 John Lattimore, Thomas M. Bacon 626 L2
1811 Joel Burgess, Nathan Needon 340 50
1812 Thomas Burge 308 L9

1813 Robert CGilbraith, S. M. Gividend 335 87

s oy



(2) APPOINTMINTS

YEAR PRCACE'R PRESIDING TLDRR ' WFITE COL
I8IL ~Josiah Morton, John C., Owen 331 1k

(It is now Virginia Conference, Yadkin Uistrict, Salisbury Circuit.)
1815 Thomas Mann, Waddill Johnson__\oely wes
(Waddill Johnson might—ham:ié%ﬁ-Mbunt Airy and vicinity's first
circuit rider, See excerpt from Marquis Wood's diary.)

1816 Bowen Rey-olds 749 36
1817 Abraham Trail, Riciard B. Carson : 670 33
1818 Benjamin Stephens, Charles L., Cooley B 27
1819 James Reid, Archibald Robinson 705 31

(James Reid, also spelled Heed, was stationed several times in this
vicinity, sometimes as preacher, sometimes as presiding elder.
Was fatber of Muma Reid.) : ;
1820 Henry Alley _ , 707 29

1821 William Harris ’ 707 29
1822 Thacker iuire T4z 6
1823 Jesse Lee 785 2.
182y James Dunahay 1068 177
1825 Robert Wilkerson \ 1127 80
1826 Christopher Thomas, Benjamin Tdge Peter Doub 1158 87
1827 John C, Ballew, Wm. M. Abingdon Peter Doub 1363 103
1828 Geo. Stephens, William M, Schoolfield, Peter Doub 1427 114
Geo, Crepory
1829 John ¥, Watson, Thales M'Vonald, Miles Foy Pater Doub 1538 112

(Traditio~ says that Peter Doub held a camp meeting at Laurel
Bluff., It was in this year that Peter Doub wrote in his diary,
"Bro, M., Foy is but a boy". And was it under Peter Doub that the
churches of Lebanon, Mount Hermon, Siloam, e=baured=BTeff and
Rockford were organized? The increase in membership is impressive
and it was about that time when the first three churches mentioned

were organized.)

1830 Benjamin Kidd loses Brock 1600 11C
1831 S, D. Tompkins Moses Brock 868 69
1832 C. P, Mooreman loses Broek L59 57

(Virginia Conference, *adkin Distriet, Surry Circuit)

1833 J. W, Childs Henry D, Wood 615? 55
183 Thomas Barnum John W, Crilds 558 28
1835 H. H, Tippett 62, 36
1836 ¥, H, Tippett 658 50

(L. Shumacker states ‘that Henry Tippett held a meeting at the
. (01d Brower:Springs._camp groun “on't know when., See later notes.
1837__<.v3\w\<:\'3 wys \1\%\ wWeés ﬂg)on e dcé *o";'r\le ‘33_ e
Vote: In the year 1837 the North Carolina Conference was organized, WNot until
- 1838 were the first Conference linutes of the Worth Carolina Conference
published. Then Yadkin County had not yet been taken from surry (1850)
and we were part of the Salisbury Uistrict with the exception of the
year 1843 when we were listed as part of the “anville Uistrict--don't
know why. Up until 1867 we were listed as the Burry Charge which took in
a lot of territory--Surry and Yadkin up until 1350. : ;

The year of appointments are also confusing, The diary of Marquis
vafayette Wood (in Duke University library) begins in 1858 so the appoint-
ments must have been for the year following., Wood's diary for which he .

uses a different book for each year shows that he was stationed at another
charge in 1857 the year for which he was kisted in the Minutes.

1837

1837 Thomas if. Sharp James Reed

0ty (gére is James Reed again,) i 4
Miles Foy James Reed g 2

1839 Tiles Foy James Reed §§3 2?

(ﬁ{i@s Foy was our first well-known preacher. He preached at Lebanon,
llain Street Shurch, and was present at the cornerstons Jaying at Central.)

A
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PREACHER PRESIDING ELDER WHITE COL.

1840 . John H. McIntoshisis: o ... Peter "oub 5 1
1841 William Turner ; Peter Doub 565 25
1842 William Turner : Peter Doub 626 30
1843 John B. Corn Peter Doub i & b 4 ¢

(Is this when Peter Doub requesteé to be sent back on the circuit so
that he could "study more"? Was this the time of the camp meetings?)

1844 William S. Colson Joseph Goodman 390 33
1845 A, Owen dowe J. Goodman 395 30
1846 Solomon Helsabeck - Sydney Bumpass 35% ¢ 23
1847 D. H. Drvis He v Sidney D. Bumpass 350 - 24
1848 James L. Fisher William Carter 500 v 25
1849 J. M, Fulton ; William Carter 885/ 13
1850 John 1I. Gunn William Carter 438110

(Here we have the lethodist Episcopal Church, South. The Civil Var is brewing.
I1so, Yadkin is separated from Surry.)

1851 J. ¥, Gunn ¥illiam Barringer s s Sl
1852 Andrew J. Tomline William Carter 300 9
1853 William Harris Peter Doub 3ot 12
1854 John M. Gunn Nathan H. D. Wwilson E3>»n 23
1855 J. C. Thomas William Barringer 533 20
1856 Simeon D. Peeler William Barringer 366 0
1857 Marquis L._Wood Numa F. Reid 3260 23
1858 Qg;gg}s L. Woad 1 Numa F. Reid 363 28

(:ood old Marquis Wood. He kept a diary!* On Mon. (Mar. 8, 1858 he writes:

" Spent the day principally talking about building a church in Mount Airy. Finally
a while before night we succeeded in meking a start in raising the money....... i
Marquis was stationed on a circuit--Lebanon (which was considered "out in the
country"),Mount Hermen, Siloam, Dobson, Lewssd=Biuff, etc.) News—a—new—ehurch.

In that year too, Mr. Wood conducted the funeral of "Ellen Victoria Allred,
deceased, little daughter of Murphy sllred". Little Ellen is buried in the 0ld
Methodist church yard which might make per the first, or among the first, buried
there. There is a discrepency in the death date of VWood's diary and the tombstone.
Probablt he togpgbgge was erected later--there were many childrerin those days.
Needhgzr gtsz'giue 1dg§ Mission iS—fi?S%—&Eﬁ%ieﬁed.WhiCh is credited to Father
g ;uppligg"y p?eac,er. Salem Chu?ch was organized here. The appointment is

> .—-1robably by Father Needham or Jesse Roberts, another supply preach

1859 JIsaac W. Avent William H. B bbitt 68 26
1860 James T. Smoot William H. Bobbitt 399 i3
1861 (No report. ‘The Civil Var begins.)

1862 William /. Smith G. T. Wyche

1863 (to be supplied) T

1864 (to be supplied) G. T. Viyche

1865 (Mo minutes received.)
e The Civil War ends.
. T, H. Stevenshon William
1867 lMarquis L. Wood Wii%;a; gig:: Zzg ig
(?%is is the first time that the name "Mount /iry Station" appears it ds
now lount Airy Station.) :
1868 (No Minutes received)

1869 Marquis L. Vood H. J. Hutson

1870 S. D, Peeler M. L. Wood 269 il

1871 J. F. Heitman s M. L. Wood 205 )
(T his is the last time the colored people are counted. )

1872 J. F. Heitman M. L. Jood 228

1873 S, !l. Davis ¥. L. Vood 241

187, S. M. Davis D. R. Bruton 258

1875 S, M. Davis D. R. BRuton 270

1876 James Willson D. R. Bruton 27h

Wnn D._R. Bruton 304,

*  Vood's diary is in the manuscript room in

There is a notebook for each year.




YE'R  PREACKER PRESIDING ELDER NO. MEM.

1878 James Willson R. Gi Barrett ae b T 320
1879 James Willson - R. G. Barrett 281
1880 N. E. Coltraine : R. G. Barrett , 320
1881 G. W. Cellahan R. G, Barrett 331
1882 G. W. Cellahan - James Wll¢son L. L. Hendren 345
1883 1li. H. Moore L. L. Hendren 375
1884 M. H. Moore L. L. Hendren 357
1885 W. H. Townsend R, £, Willis 360
1886 J. B. Hurley R, A, Willis 164
1887 J. B. Hurley B. R. Hall 211

(There is now a "Mount AiryDistrict". Under the pastorate of R_v. Hurley,
according to the late YMr., B. F. Sparger, the first homan's LlSSlonary Society
in Mount Airy was orgenized.)

1888 G. F. Smith B. R, Hall 234
1889 J. E. Gay R. M. Hoyle 225
1890 J. E. Gay R. M. Hoyle 292
1891 J. E. Gay R. M. Hoyle 343
1892 H. M. Blair R. M. Hoyle 380
1893 H. M, Blair W. R. Barnett 412
(Mr. Blair begins to talk up a new church.) ,
1894 L. P. Tydear Tyer W. R. Barnett 412
(The cornerstﬁh for Central is laid, and some people are disgruntled.)
1895 W. R, Barnett ; ~ H., M. Blair 384
1896 W, R. Barnett ; H. M, Plair . 388
1897 H. K. Boyer H., M. Bleir 365
1898 H, K, Boyer H., M. Plair 382
1899 H. K. Boyer J. J, Wrenn 324
1900 ; Z,; Paris J. J. hrenn 350

These minutes were taken from the copies at Junaluska. They have not been
double checked.
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® LIV% OR DI®, I MUST RIDE.,® 7

F:AYCIS A BURY
August 20, LTLS - lareh 31, 13816

Ride he did, 5Sishop Francis Asbury, the "First Circuit Rider", the "Prophet-
of the Long Road", the "Founder of American iethodism"--by chaise and horseback,
over Indian and busgign trails, good roads and bad; hills and hollows, mountains
and plains, Over a period of forty-five years, from l’?l to 1816, sishop Asbury
covered 265,000 miles, He saw Methodism grow from six preachers and 600 members
to 700 preackers and 200,000 members. 4nd tiis he accomplished by asking nothing
of kis preachers which he would not ask of himself; and by bis unshakable helief
in tke system of itineracy.

And ride Sishop Asbury did through our own lowar Cay in the years 1733, 1790,
and 1792,

" Bishop Asbury was a missionary sent out from ‘n-lsnd to the cclonies by John
i'esley, the founder of }ethodism. #sbury, a man of the commecn people, understood
the rourh ways of tie pioneers in thke 'lew .orld wherzas '2sley, a brilliant men of
letters, antaronized tiem, /sbury was ahble to keep the friendshtip of the /‘merican
cclonists at tle time of the fmerican Revolution when Britislers were not exactly
welcomed, even in the icce of an inflamatory letter to the colonies by Johnjdéslev.

ica ; et
wesley died an gaiggeﬁéitan in ‘ngland; ssbury died a iethodist in Vireinia.




FR/NCIS ASBURY (continued) -2 -

On /isbury's journeys up and down the itlentic seacoest and into the new lands
bevond the ippalachians, 'sbury rode, sometimes alone, sometimes with one or more
of his preachers--those early circuit riders. Luckily, /sbury kept a Journ=1, *1
It is not always possible to>follow the exact route of .sbury ir his journeys, but
one cen almost pinpoint them--even in some instances locate the primitive houses
in which he spent the night--if he was lucky enough to find a house.

isbury organized the Holston Conference which was comprised of southwest
Virginia and northeast Tennessee. Down near Clemmons, North Carolina, in what is
now Forsyth County, lived 2 men named McKnight at whose house the first conferences
of this section were held. On /sbury's trevels from a church on ﬁridle Creek near
i%igjg;g;gyc%irglnla to McKnight's at Clemmonsi y /sbury traveled by way of Flower
Gap and perheps by way of Elk Spur.

Flower Gap is not Low Gap he has been erronously'ggggig.*B It is 2 gap--little
more then & trail now as it wes in /sbury's time--just on the e2st side of Sugar
Loaf mountain in Carroll County, Virginia--a gap between Piper's Gap and Fancy Gap.
Flower Gap Primitive Baptist Church, founded 1841, faces Flower Gap as it sits on
the road which connects Can~, Virginis and Piper's Gep. It is logical to deduce
that .sbury left his church on Bridle Creek, crossed Flower Gap, followed 2 branch
of Stewart's (Stuart's) Créek as it ran into the /rarat, down the /rarat through
Siloam, N. C. where the /rarat runs into the Yadkin and where 2 strong tradition of
iisbury's visit persists, on down the Yadkin to Clemmons to lcKnight's. This route

from Flower Gap to Clemmons is a2lmost "as the crow flies'.

Elk Spur is little more then e trail just east of Fancy Gap.

1
*  "The Journal and Letters of Frencis /sbury" edited by Clark, Potts, and Payton.
t.ngdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 1958
2 .
%  The location of McKnight'!s hdme and chapél has never been exactly ascertained.

M8Knight is buried in the churchyerd of Sharon Methodist Church near Lewisville, N. C,

{Forsyth County). His old crude tombstone has been lovingly encased in & more sub-
stantial one. The inscription reads: "In memory of George licKnight Senu (Senior)
born July 8, 1765. Departed this life March 22, 1847, He lived 81 years, 8 monts,
and 14 days. In youth he joined the Method (Methodists) then meryed got sofkt
(sophisticated) joined the Mor~fen (Norav19ns) then moved to Stoks had preaching
in his aon house'. :

’

*  Footnotes. Clark, etc. "Journsl and Letters"
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FRINCIS .SBURY (continucd)
On onc of tﬁoéc trips, in 1750, Asbury had with him a2 preacher named Whatcoat;
on another, in 1788; a preacher ﬁamod Warc.  Both Warc's and Lsbury's accounts

arc given bclow. Worc is undoubtedly in crror as to the year 1789 becausc during
1 P
that ycar .isbury did not comc through Flower Gap.%*  He came to the conference

from South Carolina. There "our brethern from the woestward met us as we had
weighty mattcrs to consider", . isbury's 1788 account coincides with Ware's
description, Mcmories arc fallible as this writer has greviously lcarned in the
preparation of this pepor. The following account is taken from "Life and Travels
of Rev, Thomas Were by Himself". Published 1810,

\ i
"In the spring of 1789‘(1788)‘Bishop lisbury visited my circuit and took me
with him to North Crrolina. From New River to the flower Gap, a distance not
cxactly remombered, we gradually asconded til we rcachoed the summit of the Blue
Ridge, on thc border of North Carolina, When we arrived hore, I was enchanted,
and should have spont hours in surveying the scene below, had I becn alonc; but
it was all famili-r to Bishop usbury, who iimediately dismounted and began to
desesnd the mountain, I, of course, 'ist follow him, which I did with 2 sublimity
of fecling that I cannot dcseribe. From this lofty cminence you sece the world
sprecad out below you, oxtended in one continued grove, sxcepting hore and there
a2 spot, until vision is lost in the blue exoansc which limits its powers."
(isbury was in lennesse 2% the date below, so Ware is in crror herc too.)
"Our confcrence wes held this ye-r at McKnight's church, ©ommencing on the
11th of ioril., It was onc of th: most intoresting confercences 1 had attended,
Great, great grace rostod on both preachers and pconle, and much good resulted.
There was much tonder solicitude felt and cxpressed on account of Mr, Wesley....."

Here is ..sbury's nccount of the sam: trip through Flower Gep,

"Suhday, lay 18, 1788. Rodec to o chapcl ncer New River, where I preached on
'How beautiful upon thc mountains are the foet!, cte. Lfter cating a2 morsel, we
hasted on our way to Gideon Farris's., /i twenty miles' ride through the mountains
brought us to our lod-ings for the night at Francis Kincannon's ncar the Flower
Gap." (Footnotc from Clork: Enroute to North Carolina lLsbury scoms to have
followed a southeastorn coursce ~long the south fork of the Holston, whaore Isasc
Smith lived, from .snenvillc to flower Gap........ The 'chepel ncar New River!
was probably on Bridlc Crcek. He probably 'eotc his morscl' with Enoch Osborne
who lived on Bridlce Creck, and in whosc home Jsbury sicyed on later occasions.i

B

%  The writer came to this conclusion indepcnéiently, as it heppcned. Then, upon
further followup, it was found that Clark, ctc. had comc to the same conclusion.
The footnotec is from "Journal ™, Vol, I, p. 595: "This Confcrence included the
Holston preachers, Th-mas Ware says that ..sbury passcd through his Now River
Circuit and that hc accompanied thc bishop by way of the Flower Gap... but since
isbury camc from South Carolina this is on obvious crror, isbury camc throuch
Holston in 1738,."
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FRANCIS ASBURY ( continued)
T
Now for L790~=~==¢

"Monday, May 31, 1790. Rode to New River'". (Footnote: (Clark, etc, )
According to Whatcoat, they stayed at Michael Lee's on New River and passed through

Flower Gap to North Carolina)....."forty-five or fifty miles; here I saw John °

Tunnell, very low.
"Tuesday, June i, 1790, I rode about forty-five miles to Armstrong's, and

next day about four o!clock reached McKnight's on the Yadkin River, in Nort@iparoi-
lina, (Footnote: Asbury and Whatcoat rode up Cripple Creek to Armstrong'éxnear
the Flower Gap., George McKnight lived a mile and half west of Clemmonsville, the
present Clemmons in Yadkin, now Forsyth County, near the Yadkin River.)

Now in 1792---

"Wednesday, March 21, 1792. We started for Holston,"  (Footnote: The party
started from the Yadkin in North Carolina to the Holston country by the way of the
Flower Cap....) After riding about fifteen miles, we stopped for food, and a woman
directed us along the new way over the Elk Spur."

The above is interesting. Asbury'just might have taken the woman's advice
and gone over the Flk Spur.st  Asbury goes on to say: "We found ourselves in a
wilderness., The weather was very cold and the night coming on. We were at a loss
what to do. Whilst we were wishfully looking about us, to our great satisfaction
we discovered a house. It was clean and comfortable, and we were well entertained."

Asbury in his journeys had some rather hair-raising experiences. Sometimes
he was lost; sometimes he heard the howling of wolves; he encountered fierce storms;

he did not always have a place to sleep; sometimes he did not have food for his
aorse; sometimes he slept in one-roomed cabins with the large families and the
vermin. But sometimes he did have comfortable quarters; several times he slept in

the Salem Tavern in Winston;Salem. But neither deprivatibn nor comfort deterred

him from arduous work in the furtharing of Methodism.

i

il : 3
%  Asbury's writings and footnotes are taken from Clark's, etc. "Journal.. "

3 '}To reach the Elk Spur, one takes the Bear Trail Road just on the west side of
‘Orchard Gap and Ward's Gap in Carroll County. He turns off to the right at the

/Crooked Ozk Moravian Church and follows a narrow road up the mountain. (See later

record from the Moravians, )

A

4"‘\\/ “ 3 pi v "
‘/"‘»2 \yn mosTtiNelq wenl down P&u\; Creeke . (lvut-‘“.;&u\‘m‘ o¥ S\o q;ﬁg
w\\\\.'c\\aic:! qranted l’omc‘e s {7’ Hu(ﬂ\‘,&nﬂ] Mitham A“ri\\;‘rcc\’?
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EARLY CIRCUIT RIDERS

Bishop Asbury did not organize Lobanon Church, Mount Airy's first Methodist
church--he couldn't have; he had been dead for at least ten years--but he undoubtedly
Spawned a brecd of circuit riders,some of whom must have brought their enthueiasm
up this wéy.

At the time of Asbury's travels through this section, Mount Airy and vicinity

was known as "The Hollows"~-the "hollows" between the Blue»Rld and the "ridges",
Mthevgh therd wes Sroall SAWe medt here
(Chestnut Ridge, Slate Mountain, etec.). 4t.was a section visited meinly by hunters,
a region of scattered cabins; Probably no early circuit rider visited this section
until the early 1800 s. T‘\, Isaac Rollins and George Kimball, ware credited by
Ay hrave bee il
two local sourcegﬂput the writer kas been unable to find any documented proof,

Isaac Rollins was the first preacher in charge of the Pittsylvrnia (Virginia)
Circuit of which we were a part, it is true, However, the region of this circuit
ﬁas so vast and our part of it so "undeveloped" that no circuit rider, no matter
how dedicated and industrious, could have covered it thoroughly, And Isaac Rollins
was neither dedicated nor industrious, He was just plain sorry. He died in 1783;
and if one wants Bishop Asbury's opinion of Isaac Rollins, he just has to read
Asbury's entry of August 5, 1783.ﬂ(‘

The other early preacher, according to the late Leo Shumaker* was a Rev.
.George Kimble. But other than having been assigned to this circuit in 1782 when

the region was unsettled the writer has been able to find no proof that he visited

in our immediate vicinity.

7" Liberty is taken fromiguoting a newspaper article on local churches written for
1@ Mount Airy Times by Aco Shumaker. This writer wrote to Mr. Shumaker for the
source of some of his information but reecived no reply. Simcc tiem,—Mr—ShumekeT
hes—died. I surmise that much of it is tradition gathered from local pecople. Bu
some of it is cerroncous, people's memories being what they are. To’date the writer
has not been able to authenticate any of this material, although, in a case o two,

vidence points that way.

;\' dl&\/\'{. Jourh&\ , Yo T e L\h\u‘.
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CIRCUIT RIDERS (continued)
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The n1Cpst unexpected gem of 1nformat10n éomes from~Marqnls Wood in his dlary
of Feb. 3, 1858: \ ‘ |
"Sunday, 7..... Mct up withfola Bro., Hickéf;ho I saﬁ'at a camp meeting on
the Blue Ridge Missicn in 1856, Bro., Hicks is a local preacher on the Surry Cir-
cuit, He told me that he was converted under tﬁ;'preaching of'Waddle Johnson,
the first ﬁbthodisf preachér tﬁat came through ﬁhis country, He said that he héd
often heard of the Methodist preachers, and had always heard them represented as
false prohpets. But when they came in reaéh he was determined to go to hear them
and accérdingly when Rev, Johnson preached in some five or six ﬁiles of him he was
present,'and under conviction, before going to hecar him, and had the horrors of
hell so depicted and the beauties cf heaven so portrayed that he could hold out
no lénger and fell as a dead man thinking he was going to die. ifter passing a
few days between hope and fear while lying ubon:his bed of rest, meditating upon
his condition, and the mercy of God, the Lord caused gladnéss ﬁo £ill his soul
and joy to spring up in his heart."

Mr, Wood says that then Brother Hicks was licensed to preach. /And if Brother
Hicks was an old man in 1858, he must have been converted in ﬁhe early 1800's. His
description sounds like t ose given in those days, So, Waddle Johnson might well
have been our first Methodist preacher., 4&nd, indeed, in fhe list of assigned
preachers to the Salisbury Circuit of wtich we were a part, 2 Weddill Johnson was
1 1815 appointtec., ) Mar i Lagalfem? e J

Now to Pcter Doub, James WNeedham, .and Milecs FOJ% and some others of our early

circuit riders to whom we owe so much.

WAL ¢ s ~
X Dd he onte Pr{&dw 10 The Y\c'\r\'{\:j o% Flab Rw‘e?
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PoIEr DOUE
March 12, I796 = August 2k, 1869

Peter Doub was born in what is now Forsyth County in 1796. His parents, Eve
and John, were of German origin and belonged to the Dutch Reformed Church., They
were converted to Methodism by Andrew Yeafgin who was the first assigned preacher
of the Yddkin Circﬁit. John became a local preacher and he and Eve organized a
church of six to eight members in their home,

At a camp meeting in 1802, John and Eve's youngest son, Reter, was "awakened"°
in 1817 he was "converted" and licensed to preach. g;;—giggsggén Peter was criticized
'for preaching too short sermons (ti!iltiit) he replled that he had told all he knew

A\ ?rew e, Oneslopher S Moocing,

and did not want to repeat Ese%ix ; thenhtold him to "read more, study
00 W eT; VeALn M pre,
more, and pray more‘ Tbls Peter must have taken to heart because we are told that

his longest sermon was four hours and fifteen minutes!

Then, being earnest and striving to please we are told from Fitzgerald's"Came&B"
(Southern Methodist, 1885): "His presiding elder, John Early (afterwards bishop),
took him in hand. 'Doub, you have sense and you know how to preach', said he, 'but
your sermons are too long, you wear the people out. You are like a man looking up a
river, who turns as if to fish in every little creek or branch that runs into the
main stream, Keep to the main channel. You need not tell all you know in oune sermon.
(Doub) 'I had a way', he says' when I came to a place in preaching where there was a
temptation to turn aside, of mentally whispering to myself,'¥There must be fish up
that stream but I must not go after them"!

Peter was statibned in the Yadkin District (from Orange to Patrick west) in
1826-1829. He aftérwards declared that these years were the happiest of his life.

In four years he conducted 50 camp meetings, 1Ll quarterly conferences. During the
four years, 2,738 persons were converted at meetings he held in person; 7000 were
converted in the district.

Tradition has it that one of these camp meetings was reld at the crossroads at
Toast.  If so, Peter must have had a big hand in the growth and establishment of
Methodism in Surry County.

Peter was, a man of imposing presence and booming voige, He became just about
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PETER DOUB (continued)

the most prominent preacher of.North Carolina and was éwardedythe Doctor of Divinity
degree from Trinity College‘where he faught for a time,

In 1869 Peter Doub died. ‘behéﬁs the following account characterizes him: "Tell
my brethren of the Conferenceh; said he to Dr, Fletcher Reid the déy before he died,"
that if I am alive, I am working my way to the skied; if I am dead, I am alive,"

Some of Peter's kinfolk in Forsyth Younty near Pffaftown have lovingly restored .
the old Doub cemetél?Si(Peter, though, is buried in Greensboro,

(From a handwritten manuscript written by A. H. Merritt for his Pittsboro (N. c.)
Sunday School Class. M{ogﬁfrrltt gave some pithy observations which are interesting.)

“hie 'mem:scng s of Mo
PETER DOUB

"For more than half a century Peter Doub was an important factor in Methodism
in North Carolina, He was torn in what is now Forsyth County, and was the youngest
of nine children., His father was a German, his mother a Swiss. He was converted and
jcined the church in 1817, and entered the Conference at Norfolk in 1818, and Wood is
responsible for the declaration that 'when he joined the conference he had never seen
an Bnglish grammar.

"In his youth he was extremely timid. He thought the first effort at preaching
a most dismal failure. He was terribly humiliated, passed a miserable night and but
for the encqﬂragement of the Rev. Mr. Cannon he would have given up preaching and

returngd to hdsfarm, BurT‘g‘the-fiTst—yeﬂ%he£—h&a—m;nlstny—the§€umquixmmﬂaint
that his sermons re_too short. Christopher 8. Mooring-edwvised him-te—lread more,
préy morey—and yow will bé able to preach mo ! T-': e—did;—and he became a great
veadepand a great preecher. _We have an account ber—years that one sermon was

tr pge—hours and fifty mifates long, and of~an0%her—%haL;huﬂxxLibar—heurs4nxLiafteen

------------- o608 a0 00

"Dr, Doub had a large and muscular frame and was a man of imposing presence.
jc mind was capacious and his memory retentive. He read a great deal, never forgot
«%:t he read, and it was always at his command. He became a very learned ‘theologian
onﬁ was a master of polomic theology, and delighted in doctrinal discourses. Seven
“4mes he was a member of the general conference, but he never took an active part in
ﬂ:& proceedings; and so at the annugl state conferences was always silent and quiet,

rarely expressed an opinion. Iv fact he was no organizer, no leader of the
“thowght and action of.men. The pulpit was his forte.

Dr. Doub scmetimes attempted wit and humor, but in this he was a failure. He

an unseemly habit of throwing his head back and drawing in a long breath and
1ed ttgg it out with a puff when he said anything he considered "smart'. For example:
Y¢ 1ad given an exortation to men guilty of certain crimes, when he suddenly turned
Yo af auditor and exclaimed, 'Now didn't I riddle them, Brother “4iddle.' Then
%ollowed an audible 1nsp1ratlon and expiration,

"While sifging at meal in the house of Mr. Aaron Hendren he turned to a girl
h13 side and said, 'Hponey, will you pass me the hone?!' n@came the tilt of his
ehalr, the sniff and explosion as much as to say, 'That is‘gg%} The drollery and
not the wit made it amusing. But this is but a speck on a great luminary and not
"Wr+HV to be menticned in the midst of so many qualities that were great and good,
'He peacefully 'fell on sleep' at Greensboro on the 2Lth of August 1869 ---
s dving message to his companion in the gospel was 'Tell the brethren of the Con=
farence, if I am living 1 am working my way to tle skies; if I am dead, I am living.'"
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JAMES NEEDHAM

James NecthI/th a supply pre-cher; he never joined the Yonference. One of
i , P hass i
the windows injfontral Methodist Churchhg;.dedicated tec him and readg: "In memory
of James Needham, scventy-eight and 5 half years in the ministry." The inscription

“on the adjeining pancl originally read: "Jaomes Needh~m, 1799-1899",

James Needham, circuit rider, surply preacher, was a preacher "extraordinaire',

Probably no minister in North “arolina was more rcmarkable{sgghmore widely beloved.
When he died in 1699, just 55 days short of his one hundredth birthday, a flood of
newspaper articles and a series of pamphlcts appeared graising his character and
lamenting his‘passing.

James Needh-m was born in fandolph Younty Moy 26, 1799 of devout Methodist
parents. ‘“hen he was four or five his parents started out for OChio but, bccause of
illness, were detained at 2 home ne2r the Laurel bluff Cotton Mills and there stayed

for secveral yeérs before they moved back to Randolph County. There Jemes Needham

was converted--and he always emphasized that he was "converted'-in September 1820,
In 1842 he moved near rilot Maintain in Surry County.

“ather Needham, as he was affectionally known, served the Methodist churches

of this section as suprly preacher until his death on April 1, 1899. His sermons
were characterized bj their earnestness. "His language was pure and he made no

stronge performances in the pu‘.l.pit”*é--1 His prayers became miracles: he prayed for

sick people and they got well; he prayed for the grief stricken and they became

joyful; he prayed for rain and it rained. At the age of 98 he attracted statewide
attention when he assisted Rev, H. K. Boyer and his own pastor and co-worker, Rev,

J. P. Rodgers, in a revival at Central “hurch. 4t the aze of 99 he preached to

a congregation of 1500 to 2000 at the annual Uonference in Winston.

On April 1, 1899, just three weeks after his last sermon, father Needham died

of "la grippe" ('flu) and was buried at New Hope Lhurch near Ararat, N. Y,

a0
%  Almest all the facts herein are taken from a pamphlet written by Rev. J. P.
Rodgers, "Life of tev. James Needham"., Surry bfrinting House, filot Mountain, 1899
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‘txcerpts from "Life of JAMES NEEDHAI"--Rodgers

"In his early life, Father Needham went to his church early one Sabbath. He
took a seat on a root under a large tree., No one else had come, and it was entire-
ly still abrut him, Suddenly a voice said to him, 'Get up from there'. Startled,
he ouickly arosc. He looked all around for the speakdr, but saw no one. Then he
cast his eyes up the tree. At that moment a large linb broke off and fell upon
the very spot where he had sat. s

"Surely God never bowed his ear lower to hear the prayer of any of earth's
saints thon he did to hear Father Needham's. He prayed for mourners and they
ceased to mourn, were comfortcd and praised God. He prayed for the sick and
suffering and their discases were stayed and their health was speedily restored.
He prayed for rain, with a sky as clear and rainless as that above tlijah on
Carmel, and in an hour thc¢ thirsty carth was drinking the” descending rain, He
prayed with and for his family evening and morning and thcy all became Christians
in answer to his prayers.

"His son Jessc was very sick with fever. The doctor had given up the case.
He became very much disturbed about his call to preach. - He thought he w:s going
to die and was alarmed about the condition of his soul. He asked his father to
pray for him. After a most earnest and powerful prayer, hope revived and he began
at once to recover and rapidly improved from that hour.

"4 grand “aughter's husbond, Rev, Jesse Ashburn of the Primitive Baptist
Church, was very sick and his skllled physician said that patients in his condition
always died, He sent for ather Needham and three ministers. FPrayer was offcred
at night. Before day the suffcring man c=2lled up the rreachers to pray for him.
While thev were on their knecs the pains left him, He got up that morning, ate
his breakfast and wnlked =zbout to the surprise of his physician and others.

"In 1881 ~ mecting to pray for rein was 2ppointed at New Hope Yhurch., After
the opening services, Father Needham made some remarks. At this time in the ser-
vice some of the doubters locked about for signs of rain, but saw nonc. He called
the congregation to praycr and asked all to kncel. No prayer in a long life of
prayer was offered in greater earnestness. Before the congregation arose from ite
knees, it thundered. He orose and told the people to hurry to their homes, or
they would be caught in the rain., A good rain came and some werc not yet at their
homes when it began to f211,#%)

"During thc month of tebruary, 1898, he and his pastor assisted rev. H. K.
Boyer, the pastor of Mt. Airy Station, in revival services., The mMt, Airy corres-
pondent to thé iilmington Stor writes: 'fev, James Needham, of Surry County, a
local minister of the Mcthodist Church, preached a great sermon from Acts 17:30
to a large congregation in Central Methodist Church here today. Brother Needham
will be 99 years old on Msy 26th, and has been a minister of thc gospel for more
than seventy-five years, having preached to five generations. He is one of the
most remarkable men in this country, Physically he is quitc active for one of his
age, and his mentol faculties are clear and vigorous. fHe is here attending a
revival meeting, and is loved and honored by every on:z he knows. te is indeed a
father in Isr-el, and in listening to him one ~lmost imagines that he is heearing
a voice from the srcat beyond.!

(At the cnd of the pamrhlet are short tributes from Solomon Helsabeck, dJ. T.
wry (Mt. Airy editor), W. S. Creasy, H. M, Blair, and others.)

|3 This incidént is well known in Surry County. The story also goes that as
Father Needham storted home, somcbody called him to hurry that he would get wetb.

 Father Needham rcplied, "I prﬂyed for the rain; now I will trke it!®
g’ ™his feee & seid Vo e SN $\QhA\h1 i “,egwn u‘&\’tl oF New \'\m‘:e Melkodist horchat Poramr N. ‘ot
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MILES FOY
May 21, 1BIT = March 10, 1895
A dedicatory window in the old Central Methodist Church, Mount Airy, N, C,
read: " Miles Foy, 60 years an embassador for Christ. Born May 21, 1811. Vied
March 10, 1895, Thué Rev.Jﬁiy was twelve years younger than Father Needham.
Miles Foy had the distinction of meeting with the great Peter Doub., Peter
was a good preacher but he gertainly was not much of a fact giver in his diary--
if you could call it such.%f“But he once mede this notation: the punctuatiqn‘is
Peter's. The time is 1829 but Pster, as usual, does not state where., It could

have been near here since we were part of the Salisbury Clrcult.

"On Salisbury Circuit there were 3 camp mectings at the lst there werc 33.

PR TR R S T

the 2.70 and at the 3.75 converts., Beubler I-—H:Watsomris—a—very gocd men;—toler-
Al <

is but a boy, . Of : i i T William N, Abi ied—i riump

Qi: f:gj th i

Brother Miles Foy for sure was but a boy when he joined the conference in

1829. He was licensed to preach the same year in which Peter Doub made his obser-
vation., Here he tells it in his own way:

#The 1st of Jan. 1829 I was licensed to preach by the Quarterly Conference
the Trent Circuit so called Jones. I was Ist to reflect upon the subject of the
work of grace. What would have been my conditicn without it and how responsible
I should be of entering into the sacred ministry when I saw that it was an absorb=
ing subject for life, I left my father's house with a heart full of sorrow at

parting with my kindred and home, but with a firm convicticn that it was my duty to
o, I felt cheered with the prospect that at so early an age as 17 I might become
- useful man and. persuade thousands to repent of their sins. With these impressions
| mounted my horse and moved off for Lynchburg, Va. where the Virginia ~onference
“or the year 1829 was held. I was there received on trial in the class with Bishop
D. S. Dogget and 13 others by that venerable and good man Bishop McKendree. Was
sont to the Salisbury Circuit including at that time a part of seven counties. The
wiork commenced at Mt. Olive near Mocksville in Davidson County, # 2

J
I

Peter Doub papers in the memuscript room of the library of *uke University,
Peter Doub tells very little. The writings begin in 1829 and end Dec. 2L, 183L.
H~ docs a short sketch of his life, notes a few minutes of meetings he has : ttended
he does not say where, then goes on about sermon notes. :
2

Miles Foy was a2 very strict Sabbath observer. One of his granddaughters recalls
Lhat be would not let her play with a much prized doll on Sundayss-she always held
it against him,
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MILES FOY (continued)

Béihg_a member of the’ Conference (Virginiatat that time--Salisbury Circuit)
Miles Foy was moved arcund quite a bit. Ivery now and then his hecalth would give
way and he would "locate" sometimes in Mount Airy where he eventually retired. On
the side he would practice medicine although he was not a licensed physician. This
could have been a necessity--another job--; his family recalls that he once stated
he 6nce pfeached a whole year for one pair of socks. What character he must needs
have had to preach in conditions against those which an early circuit rider must
have encountered,

Dr. (this was evidently the way by which he was addressed) Foy and his wife

are buried in the Old Methodist Cemetery down on ®outh Main Street. 5

From the Yonference Minutes of 1895-=--

Miles Foy, son of Enoch and Annapolis Foy, was born in Jones County, N. C.
May 21, 1811; and died at Mount Airy, March 10, 1895. He was converted July 16,
1826, in the town of Trenton, Jones County, N, C.; licensed to preach on Trent Cir-
cuit Jan., 1, 1829, and joined the Virginia Yonference at Lynchburg, Virginia the
same year, He was sent to Bends and Islands in 1830, where he witnessed the conver-
sicn of two hundred sculsjwas on Bedford Circuit in 1831; Bath in 1832; CGreenville
in 1833-3L; Neuse in 1835, Failing health compelled him tc locate til 1838, where
he joined the conference again at Greensborc. In 18L); he was transferred to the
Holston Conference and traveled the Marion Circuit. In 1845-47 he was at Broad
Street Church, Knoxville, Tenn. on Jonesboro, Greenville, and Fayetteville Circuits.
In 1860 he again located on account of failing health, In 1868 he reentered the
traveling connection and traveled Alexander Circuit, North Carclina. He was on
Jonesville Circuit 1870-71; Wilkeféboro 1872-73; Hyde 187L4-75; Cabarrus, 1877-78;
Stanley 1879; Pilot Mountain Mission 1880, which ended his traveling experience.
He was three times married; first, to Miss Martha D. Hawks; second, to Miss Meekie
A, Graves, mother of four of his children (three still living), third to Mrs. Sclina
Nelson, who died leaving cne son., We thus see that Brother Foy preached over a i
broad field-~in North Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee., None of his co-laborers
in the North Carolina Conference lived so long after entering the ministry. He was
eight years in the Virginia Yonference before the North Carolina “onference was
created in 1837, and fifteen years in the Methodist Episcopal Clurch before the
division of that church in 184}, Very few of the present members of the North Car-
clina Conference were born when Miles Foy rode from Pollocksville, N, C. to Lynch-
burg, Va. (on horseback) to enter upon his lifec work as a classmate of D. S, Doggett.




NARQUIS LAF/YETTE WOOD
October 23, 1829 - November 25, 1893
Marquis LafayetteWood loved people and people loved him, And he must have
loved Mount Airy.

Dr., Wood--Rutherford College conferred an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree
upon him in 1884~-was three times in Mount Liry: in 1858-59 when he was twenty-ninc
and on his second app01ntm»nt§ in 1868 as pastor} and in 1870«7h as presiding elder,
Luckily, he kept a diary w:tiut which our church hlstory for 1tsAsev~nty five years
or so would have bcan even morc meager, practically non-existent. In his diary Dr.
Wood would insert priceless items about the town and its people as well as items of
church interest. Dr. Wood was a bachelor when he first ceme to Mount Airy; he marrie
for the first time from Mount iiry; from Mount Airy he sailed as missionary to China
where his wife died; his second wife died in Mount Airy; and he courted from Mount
Ary in 187L. His was the first preacher's name which came to Mr. Sparger's (b.1853)
mind when the writer interviewed him in 1938, Marquis Wood must have been quite
a gpo.

Briefly, Dr. Wood was born October 23, 1829 in Randolph County, was ordained
in 1857; was missionary to China for ten years; was president of Trinity College
for one year (he didn't like it); held appointments for the rest of the time. He
AN
died on November 25, 1893 lamenting the fact that "everybody would get ‘an app01ntmcnt
but him, 4nd, like isbury, he preached three wecks before his death sitting in a
chair,

Here are two interesting and revealing quotaticns taken from the handwritten
obituary found in the "Journal 1890-1893" in Duke University.

~ "Dr, Wood and wife, in company with Rev, Younp J. Kllen sailed from New York
to China December 17, 1859. They went in no ric'lw furnished modern stcamer, but in
a sailing vessel., They were seven months on the _rage, rounding the C,pe of Good
Hope"(?) " iccording to Dr. “llen's statement 4esssseslhe drinking water in the oaken
casks got so low that it was black as ink, and the biscuits were mouldy and worm-
eaten. They were wecks and weeks when they were ocut of sight of land and every sight
of land and every sign of human ex1stence escept themselves, They landed‘iq> ]
Shanghai July 13, 1860. A R (

"Dy, Wood was like a father to the youriger preachers. H: laid broad and deep
foundations on which we are now building., He labored and we have entered into the
fruits of his labors....His preaching was such as everybody coulil understand, and
his style of expression such that people would remember his sayings and speak of

them in after days. Honece it will take the light of judgment day to reveal all
the influence of his tecaching,"




~
13)
- 15 -

WILLIAM CART'R D. D.
(Merritt Manuscript)

William Carter was uson the Haw River Circuit in 1837. He was a Virginian
and a doctor of medicine, He was the first preacher I recollect ever to have seen.
When he was on the circuit I was only f{ive years old. It was a hot summer day, I
was on a pallet sick, Mother tcld me that the man standing over me was a preacher
and a doctor and that his name was Carter. There was no parsonage in those days
and the preacher hoarded around. .5? Qa uggt his familyy wife, and two or three
children, to our house where they ré9m£§1 for two or three weeks. Then they would
take their carryall and move to another stopping place. NMore than a score of years
passed and I was thrown with Dr. Carter again&_(aH'g s, Pt prepossessing in appearance
but he was a cl:zver reasoner, and a thoroughly evé;g&edg-preacher. He was a strong
man, He went back to Virginia where he died at an aavanced age.

WILLTAL CLOSS
(Merritt Fanuscript)

He was born in Virginia in 1809, entered Conference in 1833 ai Petersburg,
and died at dnfield, . C. in 1882, and wzs buried at denderson.

He was the stationed preacher of this church in 1835, and again in 18}45-L6,
having served in the ministry for forty nine years--aged 73.

For all these years he served the church faithfully on circuits, stations, and
districts. He rose to the dignity of a Uoctor of Vivinity. He had a vigorous body
and a strong intellect, His sermons were clear, pointed and incisive. He had a
keen sense of the ridiculous, and keen and ready at repartee, and many are the jokes
and incidents that are related of him. He had a peculiar twang or drawl in his
voice that gave zest to his droll and witty remarks. |

It was at the close of his pastorate in Pittsboro and at this altar that he
made the memorable prayer: "O Lord, send this people a preacher that they will like
better than they do us." (4 hearty amen was heard from the southeast corner of the
church,) "and we do humbly beseech thee, O Lord, to send us to a people that we
shall like better than we do this people,"

- His definition of scalawag has been often quoted. In giving evidence before
a court he used the word ¥scalawag!, and was asked by the lawyer to define it, The
orompt and drawling reply was: "A !scalawag' is one who says that z negro is as good
as he is", (and this with 2 blurt), "and tells the truthi¥

Or, Closs was fond of coffee, and having passed his cup to be filled for
about the fifth time, the lady of the housc rcmarked: "Bro, Closs, you must be
rond of coffee¥. "It would seem so, madam, that I am willing to drink so much
water to get a little coffee".

He and Bd brother‘@@gg@n Closs taught school in the Academy between 'L5 and
'50, Morgan'#¢tl in love with Miss ‘ucy licGee (who afterwards married T, M. Jones,
. D.). She lived with her uhcle, H. H. Yeargin, where Vick Ramsey now lives.

Judge Nash was working in Yeargin's tailor shop, and got the credif of Lieaking
off the match, and "0ld Billy", as the boys called him, took up the cudgel for
Yorgan and accused Nash of lying--brought the matter hefore the Masonic Lodge.
Nash was cxbncerated egd 014 Rilly*® was furious,
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JANES REID_
(Morritt Menuscript)

James Reid was born in Caswell County in 1795; Joined Conference in 1815, =and
died 2t Greensboro in 1872, .......Hec had a2 gentle snirit and a2 musical voice and
was grecatly loved,  His son, Numa F, Reid, D. D. was onc of the finest preachers
the state has produccd. His grandson, Frank L., Reid, D, D, wrs for ycars cditor
of the Raleigh Advocatec and president of Grovnsboro Fgmalc Collcge.

"Uncle Jimmy" was a vory cautious man--. el . ~-too cautious to take
sides on cven very important questions. Wher S@rving on a committec at conference
on a very knotty trial, he spoke with cqual foirce and carncstness on both sides,
wound up with the now proverbial expression, "Let us make a report thot is'clear
and explicit “ut ontircly non-committed™. In the dark days of reconstruc_icn he
was "mon-cdimitted", He was on neither sidec and yct on both. He accepted the
position of Supt., of Public Instruction as 2 Renublican, and thus gave offense to
many of his friends. But no doubt he would have accepted the same position as
Democrat.

SIDNEY D. BUMPASS
(Merritt Manuscript)

Sidncy D. Bumpass was born in Person County in 1808, joined the Confercnce
at Petersburg, Virginia in 1837, cied at Salisbury in 1851, and was buried at
Greensboro, He was stationed preacher in Pittsboro in 1840-l41, 2nd in Ralc1gh
in 1842-43. On both thc charges he did mo a2ithful work, and his ministry was
particularily succcssful in Raleigh where Sﬁ cenducted a great revival in which
many were converted, and a hundred and fifty joined the Methodist Church during
the year, This put Mcthodism in 2 high position in the capital of our state,
His most excellent wife, Mrs. Frances Bumpass, #1 survived him for many ycars,
and his son, Rev, R, F, Bumpass, is now the presiding c¢lder of the Wilmington
District,

Capt, famscy ¢iv_s this incident: "I can ncver, never forget Sidncy D, Bum-
pass. Onc Suniay my brother and Cooper Poc went skating, I joined them later.
By some mcans, Iy blcssed mother found it out, and 2fter talking the matter over
with me, she adviscd me to go and sec Mr., Bumpass and tcll him 21l about it. I
did so. This confession did me good and I was fully impressed with the belicf
that Mr. Bumpass was a Chrlstlan, purc and spotlcss, and I have ncver changed my
opinion of him,"

(The following is from the biogranhy of Rev, H, P, waugh in manuscriont in the
Duke Univ.rsity library.)

"T look upon S, D, Bumpass as onc of thc most holy men I ecver knew, While
he was presiding clder on the Salisbury district a short time before his dcath
he preached at a camp meoting ncar Wilkesboro, and speaking of the wickedness of
the country he said he saw the devil the night before in the town of  Wilkesboro
and that hc had c¢cycs as big as a pgwter plate. I don't know that hc cver did
explain cxactly what he mcant." 4

e

1
#  The Bumpass papors written by Mys, Bumpass are in the bascment eof the
library of Univcersity of Jorth Cgrolina., They disappointe®ly skip the period
in which hc was on this district. UM3
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}i Rln,wcv £¥r Skﬁ:EiSIﬂbefore the 1830's around our s€ction so far has been
uncovered. In fact, Methodism in western North Carolina, up until 1780, is extremely
vague, What thore was of us was part of the Pittsylvaﬂia Circuit of the Virginia
Confercnce.*l Then 1n 1780 the Yadkin Circuit which' t\ €§ ook—5a all of North Carolina
wast of Guilford was organized. Andrew Yeargin was the first preacher in charge.
This was in 4sbury's time.

One time /ndrow Yeargin was holding a mecting. But let Plyler%'c2 tell it:
"The preacher closcd a warm and moving sermon with a fervent e#hortation that led
hiim in the midst of the congregation, In the cnthusiasm of the appcal he laid his
uznd on the head of an old man and said, 'My fricend, don't you want to go to heaven?'
Whereuoon, the stranger with much emphasis replicd, 'Man, for God's sake go off and
ieave me alone; I don't live about here. I comc from away up in the mountains,'™

Sefore Lebanon, the first M:thodist Church in these parts, Qas built, in ail
nrobability Meothodism was nourished in the individual homes of members and in camp
soetings, Potor Doub stated that the first camp meeting was hold in his father's
serd (Forsyth Younty). in 1802 with Bishop Whatcoat in charge. However, Plyler says
i Revgvﬁoub was in error--that the camp mecting was held at Rohobeth Church in
11 1n County as carly as 179L; but he docs add that the first camp meeting was

swenbtedly held iﬁ western North Caroliia,

3¢ that as it may there is no doubt that camp meetings flourished in the
sowimers all during the 1800's and in some places today. They werc part of that
oriod of southern history known as the "Great Hcoligious Revival®,

L helale g arV n
= rrom a ma uscript by 4. H. Merritt (l{ather or Mr, Cullen, Ed.,Mrs. Sparger, cte.)
written for the Pittsboro Church He says that "in the  year 1776 the 'Carolina
Circuit' was formed. It embraced a region of indefinite extent--all thc country
south of the Virginia line.....is gencrally considered the date at which Mcth-
cdism was introduced into North Carolina, but it is quite certain that somc work
:ad been donc in the state by Methodist prcachers previous to this date."

2 ﬁlyler, Harion T. and Ailva W, "en of the Burning Heart". Ralcigh, 1518
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F?mllles llkod to camo/‘ﬁ%e::§ﬁ§:£faxgggjzgggxan;Laié=bgﬁ--uugust was a fav-
orite‘ggglb Maybhe they would come for the déyg'maybe they would stay for a week or
ten days. In any casc a shelter was built--a brush arbor in the carly days; in the
latter a morc pormement shelter.

Several scrmons a dey would be preached by as many diffcerent preachers.
Religious fervor was in noisy cvidence--in singing, in shouting, in "visions", in
the "shakes".%}Peoplc were extremely prcoccupied with the subject of death and

dcathbed scenes were told and rctcld.

3! ..m “\Jﬂ

# The following twe stories were favorites whichaMrs. W. W. Thomas usecd to tcll
about mecetings at which her father was the "song lcader". Hor father lived in the
Kapps Mill community,

Dinner on the grounds was being scrved. Two teen aged boys spied a luscious
sweet potato pic in onc of the covered wagons. Hurricdly stuffing one into cech
of their b.soms they went into meeting. The preacher then got up with this admon-
ition: "Whosocver hidcth his sins in his bosom shall be dammod’"

The boys perked up their ears,

"Whosoover hiicth his sins in his bosom shall b dammedi™

"Now how" thc boys wondered, "did that thource preacher know that we had these
'tator nics in our shirt frants?"

The preacher went on to exhort, "Whosocver hideth his sins in his boscm shell
be dammed}™

"If that man", cne of the boys cxclaimed," mentions that 'tator pic again I
am just a-goin' te lct him heve itli®

"Whosoever hidcth his sins in his bosom shall be dammed!" the prceacher thundered.

Whercupen, the boy recached into his srhirt boscem, took ocut that potato pic,
slammed it full into the preacher's face and cried, "Now, take it, damm you, and
quit talklng about itl®

4t onother time, a Methodist meeting was being hceld in the front room parlor
of 2 housc., Everybody bocame exhilgrated, shouted, sang proiscs. The lady of the
house got beside hersclf, She flung hersclf across onc of the beds and cricd out,
"Oh, Lord, take mc to hcaven! Oh Lord, take'me to heaven!"™ Whercupon the husband,
tired,” woary, flung himsclf across one of the bods and cxclaimed, "Well, éﬁﬁﬂwg W
don't have to go tonight, do we?"
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CONFZIRENCES, T? (continued)

Lt these mectings, too, not only rcligion was taken care of, but courting,
news gath.orine a2nd dispensing, and general good fcllowship. Even our own Rev,
Marquis Wood in tny 1858%  traveled all the way to Wytheville to attend one. But,
after you hrve finished this account, draw yvour own conclusions, <The latter couwole

got married but' thy other couple "didn't take",

| w m l\l‘hs‘s C/‘\“‘TS Pr‘ct“\ér HOMQS
ount «+iry., Friday, 3. %t ] otelock I, withiiasdhartvy B

W; Prathcr, and Miss Hebeeea Bunner started t0 a camp ﬁécting in Wythe-County. We
reached thé top of the Blue Kidge uo tho Fancy CGap about an hour after dark.

Wils spent tho night. with Mr. MitchellY(iitchell's Hotel which used to be on
the loft' just bafore onc reoaches the Parkway bridgc uo on Fancy Gap) "™who lives on
th~ top of the mountein. Camoed by the side of Cripplc Creek. Went oh to Wytheville-
Lhen to Hillsville., Roavhed home Thursday 9.%

Then he went on to describe 2 camp mecting which was evidently at Salem, 1858.

"iin, 30, Suartcrly conference was held at 8 o'clock, Bro, Avent *
2

“‘” Bro. Barringer % vroached at 11, at 3 Bro. ﬂmh & fﬁﬂ,’ﬂelfﬂbt, i
ito&in, He®lin. -

x

"Tues, 31 Salecm. Bro, Whazlopr sroachad at 8 o'clock, Bro. Reid at 11,

Duo, swonh b e At candlalight Bro, Heflin,

"Thursday 2. Our camp me-ting eloscd this morning. It resulted in the conver-
=:on of about 50 souls--28 white, 3 colored,!

Leo Shumakér in his church article of 1958 states that "'ne of the peastors of
1932 Cmﬁkrnwf,arfvwsOG
;¢ bimc wasrthe Rev, “onry llonctgﬂyho did most of his work at the Old Slate

sYMain
’122~ruﬂ.6nmm Ground .three milcs east of tount Liry. This ground was in use until
n Ct 1.f\9

W L0 s w1th/€olllhuﬂ Moorc and Solomon Groves PSBTO”HIET worshipers,

"The Reve Poter Doub and the Rev. James Reed®* were the other pioneer minis-

3,

5uve 1o ottended this camp meeting and conducted othars at the crossroads between

e — — g TR

tarquis L, Wood diary. HManascript. Dukc University.
> Conferencce appointments,

® Rav. Uoub was presiding elder in the Surry district from 18L0 to 1843, and
apa’n in 1853, Rev, Jdames Reed was presiding clder in 1838 and 1839.
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CONFIRENCES, 7T... (continucd)
Mount iiry and Lourcl Bluff in this community now known as Toast. Other meeting
places were at Onk Grove ond Salem which today are the locations of strong
Mcthodist churches.!

Mr, B, F., Soarger tells about the camp meetings which uscd to be set up
across thc road from Salem Church. They lasted from ten days to two we€ks; and
therc, Mr, Sparger said,"town and country uscd to meet." Acommon olank" (?)
was sct up, beds were fixed, and the floors covered with straw.

Inother favorite camp meeting placc, lir. Sparger said, was at the White
Sulphur Sorings. The preachers stood on the slope just above where the springs
arc now. (The springs were loter moved from their original place teo whore they
arc at prescnt.) The persons within deily riding distance spent the day and took
dinner. Scrvice was in the afternoon,

The late Yrs, Mag Moorc- Penn stated that camp meetings uscd to be held on
the old L.banon Church grounds,

But whorever thesc camp mectings were held, suffice it to say, a "good time

was had by 2l1l¢%,
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urch which was built probably

IredellIEQAJ,ALff%~QJ¥¥k-%L859«-——~———~ .4 Lebanon, and which is the oldest church

ia-Surry County.

About all that is known about "Old Lebanon" is that nothing much is known.

About all that is certain is that Lebanon was a church; that it did stand
on Lebanon Hill,(North Main Street, Mount Airy),near the vicinity of the water
tanks; that it was a part of a circuit; that it was served much of the time b

5 Cy\f_Swmo)Rer seys il was \a:’.. 1 covld bave been Bﬂon\«) over)
local supply preachers, that it was a frame churclfat least in its latter days‘«
that it had extensive wooded church grounds; that it served both white and col-
ored; and that it was abandoned around 1860, :

\Te’ oA
"01d Lebznon" was founded probably in the lQﬂgﬁs and was thefpldest Metho-

dist Church in this section.
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LLBANON

(Sone of the following items about "Uld Lebanon" are facts; some are the result
of "putting two and two together". 'he writer is indebted to the late vr. B, F,
Sparger and the late lir. Joe B, Fulton, both born in 1853, and both possessers of
childhood memories of Lebanon, for first hand information.)

About the time of the founding of Lebanon Lhurch on Lebanon Hill, mMount Airy,
two denominations were prominent in this section: the Baptists, (derisively called
anabaptists" because they,did not believe in infant baptism), who were 1n the

Sre WéOm i 1 who ceme " V173,
section as early as #7597, and the Methodists.¥* The Quakers,

&¢17é0&;
denamimation—In—Surry—tounty, were concentrated in Westf eld, early a the
wol b el cﬁi\ & Unuv

Wachovia Moravians had traveled through this sectlon._np—ﬂa;ds—qu——and—on—Int

1) “‘é'!’ lo um\

Carrqll—md—Fatrick—Sombies. These Moravians had mentioned the Baptlstiﬁput not

until 1835 did there seem to be mention of the Methodists.
2
Nov. 11, 1835% "or several years one of our neighbor members, Br. Van Neman

Zevelly, has visited from time to time the mountain region of southwest Virginia--
about 50 miles from here--in order to distribute tracts and to give spiritual en-
~ouragement to the people who are for the most part devoid of religious instruction
and only occasionally do they hear a sermon or other spiritual discourse when
someone comes into the region. “There is no regular school of religious instruction.
Brother Zevelly's encouragement and exhortation were generally received with much
eagerness and gratitude, and he was each time earnestly entreated to repeat his
visits and to persuade other Brethren to visit and to preach to them. (They de-
clared that they did not want anything to do with the Methodists and anabaptists
because they were always insisting that one find church membership exclusively in
their respective denominations and they reviled each other mutually--wherefore they
noticed with a stonishment and joy how Br. Z. urged them to give themselves to the
Savior and to be built up in His word but in no ways to think that exclusiveness

in any one organization in and for itself could help them to persuade them to
become Morav1ans but lovers of the vavior and children of Yod.)"

(Isn't the lact a great indictment?)

Circuit riders had’certainly been busy since the early 1800's but their activi-
ties (except for the 'allusion to Waddle Johnson by Marcuis Wood) are obscure.
il

# After dilisent scarch this information by Mr. Shumaker goes unconfirmed:
"ethodist archives show ministers of that faith visited the area as early as

P

1776.....0nc pastor meptioned, the fev. George Kimball, preached throughout this
area as carly as L1182,
2 -~

#* Fries, Adelaide L. and*ishts, Youglas L. uecords of the Moravians in North
Carolina. State Yepsrtment of Archives and fistory. Raleigh, 195L4. Vol. 8, p.L1LS
Later the Moravians established in frtrick County on the wards Jsp Hoad (near
Asbury's ¥1k Spar), three missions which beceme tissswawesz churches, Crookcd Oak,
Willow Hill, and Mount Bethel. o




w23
" LEBANON (CONTINUED)

Circuit riders spawned revivals, and revivals spawned the building of churches.
There seemed to have broken out in Surry County in the late 1820's and early 30!s
a rash of Methodist churches, among_them‘Lebanon; New Hope, Rockford, Siloam, and
Mount Hermon, a beautiful chirch in a gorgeous. setting which, except for}it§ brick
veneer, inside and out could be put back .into the nineteenth ceptury. Qﬁe imagines
that Lebanon, on its hill, could have resemembled Mount Hermon on its hill. :

Just when Lebanon Church was built, nobody really knows. It is generally |
agreed that Lebanon Church was the first in this immediate vicinity. As‘of this
date, the writer has been unable to find any record of a deed.*l Neither has any
written reference to Lebanon prior to Marquis Wood's diary of 1858 been discovered‘
On July 7, 1869 Rev. Wood made this interesting notation: 'Mrs. Elizabeth Sawyer
died~-she was 67 and had been a member of the church for 4O years." Sixty-nine i
minus forty gives twenty-nine. General opinion for some time has been @hat Lebaﬁoh
was founded in the 1820's--so perhaps thirty years was a normal life span 6f a

wooden church,
' Just who 1mplemented the building of Lebanon iiil!l!—does anybody know., Might

it have been Peter Doub who preached on the Yadkin Clrcult in 1829, (Bro. M, Foy is
but a boy.“); who later returned to thls section as presidéing elder; who tradltlonp
ally preached near Laurel Bluff where there was a Methodist Church at one time; who

was in himself a powerful persuader? .

Mr. Shumaker, in his newspaher articig, stated that the first church was built
of logs—-two room@ with a lean to--but this item cannot be verified. Mr. Fulton and
Mr. Sparger, substantiated by othér Mount Airy residentsﬁ aéree& tﬁét thelchuréh was
frame, Mr. Fulton remembered having gone there to a revival as a chlld Othef

early Methodlst churches of thls area were of frame.

" Tyo trips to the office of the régister of deeds in Dobson, N. C, have been
fruitless, although the deed surely must be there. (The writer would welcome any
research on the problem,) - Nobody seems to know exactly who originally owned the
Lebanon tract but it could have been the Moore family whose farm covered the
northern part of Burke Development and the Moravian church area and whose farmhouse
stood on a bluff at the corner of Grace and Lebanon,
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LEBANON (CONTINUED)

Lebanon stood in the neighborhood of the present city water tanks. Mrs. Mag

Moore Penn was of the opinion that it was built just where the water tanks are;

Mr. Fulton, that it was “fnorth corner of Main
and West Poplari; Mr. Sparger was certain that ispsat where the Somerville house,
(second house on the west side going south from West Poplq;) is. Lebanon, so Mr.

Sparger stated, sat on four granite pillars, and had one large granite'stone for

6~ The well was in Mrs. Henry Stewart!s garden, and has only recently

been filled up.
The grounds were wooded, and included the entire hill and probably what is now
;ﬁz;ﬁz Development, Mr. Fulton remembered that as a boy he and his brother used to
go squirrel hunting with bulliis they dug out of trees on the Lebanon Church grounds
in what is now Burkecﬁgzég——the Civil War having used the area as a mustering place.
The road went over the hill just as it does now, so Mr. Sparger stat;ed.*1 The
daughtersxaﬁgg. J. D, Smith (nee Gilmer) states thet her mother had always told her
that there had been a cemetery at the foot of the hill on the corner of Main and
East Lebanon.*2 'At a later time the flat stretch of Main Street by Burke Woods was.

said to have been used as a race track! i
: s nal/
Not much is known of the Mount Airy of early Iebanon times, It was a pegiom

X\i\a
fe ‘gn a general section known as "The Hollows"--~the "hollows"

between the "Ridges" and the mountains. Reading between the lines of the conference

appointments musters the conclusion that the Lebanon charge must hage been un Hgar

. ’ , appcinimet
since the preachers often served one year and left. (See list of early .
%  This statement is supported by other residents, including Mrs. Carrie (Sparger)

Coone who remembers it as being very rocky and rough, and by Mr. Harvey Hennis who
was the first to build a private residence, (1908), on the then wooded hill. The
road around the hill was probably built later.

*2 This could easily have been--o0ld graveyards have a habit of disappearing. The
01d Methodist Cemetery which was started in 1857 is the oldest now existing. There
was -orice an-old cemetery back of the Blue Rldgemﬁotel Mortieiah Wade Moody
remembers—having seen exposed bones when Market Street was cut, Other residents
remembered the periwinkle-covered cemetery there, ;
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LEBAVON (continued)
appointments,) Lebanon was a part of the Surry Charge on the Yadkin Circuit, and
had, at one time, tweﬁty-eight appointments! Both Father Needham and Rev., Miles Foy
had the distinction of serving this church , the next one on South Main, and were
present at the cornerstone laying oiglCéntralcanrav\(.\’,[:.n Streel
Before the demise of Lebanon, Mount Airy, so Nr. Sparger said, had grown.into
"a small village of about 250 or 300 souls, A large number of these were black
since therz were several large slave holders living hereabouts. It was, however,
a very important link in the High Point—-Salem-;Wythevillg stage route., The road
to Donville led by the Old White Suléhur Springs Road .4~ ¢
The most concrete information about Lebanon, which, too, is in Lebanon's last
days, comes from the diary of Mafquis L:'Wood who was stationed on the Surry Charge
first in 1858. Hev. M, Wood, in 1858, mentions having preached at these places:
Lebanon, &benezer, Mount Hermon, Indian Gréves, Hollow Sorings, New Hope, Flat
Shoals, White Plains, Siloam, Rockford, Salem, Oak Grove, and Uobson. Salem, Oak
Grove, and Uobson were organized im the 1850's. Rev. Mr. Wood seems to have con-
centrated in Mount Airy and vicinity and "boarded around". These familiar names
are among those running through his diary: Pace (Pilot Mountain), Elisha Banner,
Edward Benner, William M. Banner, John Banner, Rev. W. Rawley, B. T, Shelton, Gen.
Graves, Saunders (Qak Grove), Hugh Gwyn, Richard Gwyn, Patterson (Green Hill),
Thomas Prather, Chérley Préther, Murphy Allred, Haymoré, Murlin Soarger, Brother
Needham, Roﬁert Gilme?, Squire Moore, R. R. Galloway, Andrew J. Satterficld (Salem).
Colored veoble, whom Rev, Wood married and buried, were regular members of the
church. It is’probable, too, that the sexes were scgregated as to sitting, the men
on one side and the women on the other, because rcliable sources report this still
to have been the custom in the "Old Methodist Church" down on South Main,
Lovill's Creeck, which.was ncar th. foot of L Banoh Hill, »nd n.ar Squirc Moord's
place might possibl; ha.e been used for boptism when the penitent wished to be

immersed. Oek Grov:c us.d the Ararat River and Old Hollow Baptist is ncar Lowill's
Creck. :

5,




LEBANON (continued)

Again reading between the lines, Lcbanon, which today would be well within
the city limits, must have been considered to have been "out in the country", It
is assumed, too, and Mr. Jecsse Banner remembers his mother having told this, that
the Mzthodist meétings were held in private houses in the south of town. One
gathers that the town was moving southward and that the membership of Lcbanon was
dwindling while a congregation was being built up in Mount Airy. The first mention
of the vpossibility and progress of building a new church in Mount Airy comes from
the 1858-59 diary.

Rev. Mr, Wood must have liked this section. After spending about ten years
in China as a missionary, he came back later on two different appointments.

Herc are some typical entries from Rev., Mr., Wood's diary:

"Sunday, 7. At 11 o'clock I preached at Lebanon from St. John 11: 20-21. Not
many persons out in consequence of the snow. Preached at candle lighting in Mt.
Airy from Heb., 4: 9., Several persons out.

"Wed. 10. Spent the night with Bro. Jesse Roberts." (This must have been Mr.
Sparger's "Righty" Robsrts.)

"Went to Mt. Airy in the aftermoon. Stopped with Brother Prather., Found

Br, Nume F. Reid, our presiding clder, =t Prather's.
"Sat., 31. Preached a: Oak Grove. After preaching went to #rarat River and
baptized 3 persons one by immersion.
"Tues. 6. Preached at Lebanon to nine persons---Spent night with Squire Moore'g
family.,

"Sunday, 2. Preached at Lsbanon, Hold cless mecting and read the "General
Rules",

"Sun, 4. Preached at Lebawon at 11 o'clock from Ex., 20 and at Mt, Airy at
L o'clock,

"Thurs, 11, Quite cold. But seven pcrsons met me at Salem, my appointment,
Gave them a short talk from St, John 15: 1, People got very cold. *ound here a
new church, though not complcted, but it is, will be,quite respectable.

"Sun. 12, Went to spend the night with Bro. Moberts, a local preacher, living
in the country.

"Thurs, 11. Preached at Salem to about 20-25 persons.

"Sun, 5. I preached at L:banon at 11 o'clock. At 3 o'clock heard 2 Mr. :
Chevelier" (?)" Presbyterian.®l Precached in it. Airy, a good sermon, I precached’
at 5 o'clock at L:banon to the colored peoplc, the funcral of a child of color,

i .
¥ From Mr. “humacker but again unverified:

"An interesting letter reveals that Mount #iry's first Lpiscopalisns met as
earl s es 1852 in the old Lebanon Methodist church building with Bishop Ives, then
head of the North “arolina diocese, presiding over the gatherings.

"An interesting fact- about these carlicst Episconzl meetings, which were not
in a formally orgafized church, reveals that the sister of Gen. J. E. B. Stuart,
famous Confederate cavalry leader, wns confirmed by Bishop Ives here." (The Stuarts
lived on the White Sulphur “prings Road at onec time, )




LEBANON (.c-c}’;inued)

"Wed. 4. Bro. Needham baptized six persons for me, four of them were immersed.

"Fri. 10. Preached 11 o'clock at Lebanon. Received two probationers into
full fellowship, one white, one colored. Preached in Mt. Airy at night."

A new church "in the place', the "0ld Methodist" on South Main Street, was
begun in 1858, Be that as it may, Mr. Sparger positively stated, there was no
church on Lebanon Hill in 1860, The woods remained for camp meetings, picnics,
but the old church had yielded to progress as the population shifted to down town.
It is logical to assume thaet part of Lebanon's congregation went to Salem and part

to South Main Methodist Church. Lebanon Hill and Fast and West Lebanon Streets

are all that. remain aof the name of the first church in Mount Airy, Lebanon.,
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What Is Legible on the TOMBSTONES in the OLD METHODIST CEMETERY

Alley (?) b(l[-);di‘ -------------------------------- B. Augo 16, 18'| o e Ci/‘
< "l

Allred, Fva =-=sosmsmomameedee o s e e e No date ;
Allred, James —=====--=-mmemm———meee e e B, Dec. 10, 1878 D, Mar., ?

Mlred, anphy ~~~~~~ e o e e B, July 12, 1816-D. July 12, 1905
N lred. Elizabeth, wife of Murphy -—-==——--—---- B. Oct. 20, 1829-Died Apr. 3, 1901
Allred, Nettie Es —cmeesccccmccmmmm e cneeee B. Apr. 8, 1877-Died May 20, 1885
Allred, Ellen V, = =cscccp-v-=-psews LT -------- B. July 29, 1855-D, July 1857

[-— B g \nScrv\an Aleq 0@

Allred, Emma, dr. of Albert and Sarah  -===--= B, Mar, 21, 1874-D, Mar. 12, 1876
£11wood, Sara S. R PO D er U8 Dol o Lsmew 1806 1878
Ashby, Fredrick Byrom, son of C. W, and R, V. Ashby B.- | _ D. July 31, 188L
Rannevy s MBFEG | ¢ fir A - wmmnsnsnmanamsmnn B. July 30, 1838-D. June 2k, 1872

Banner, Elisha (ledger-unmarked)

Bamer, William ___.._. o o £ il e e tobo B0 Octid? 31y 1828-D. " Apr, 1h,° 1889
Banner, Jy Howard, ecmefigmmm—acmmmmmall oo - B. Sept. 21, 1886-D.June 27, 1888
Banner, Vizginia, wife of dohn i euMe-=f--nanas ~- B, Nov, 28, 1805-D. , 1891
Banner, John @ cemeeme e . Mar, 21, 1801-D, Aug. 29, 1888
Banner, Enfant AU%&E&lfi-éég_;)-I:-xk--__ fi%f@gEZC‘no date

Bemish, Sue e B. Apr. 18, 1832-May 25, 1879
BRUbIng, JOSEDH e e oo it = ot o s imiomsmamasiomar st tombstbne broken

Bitting, Walter | ineesemss PRI RIS SEEIN A B, May 21, 1870

Blackwell, Jane =-e---=semeecmmeeooeeeeem—eo—- B, Nov. 29, 1825-D. Oct. 18, 1881
Blackwellh-J. L. T e L B bl B. Apr, 7, 1811-D. June 11, 1891
Bolt, Roxie @, wife of W. A, % Bolt --cee-eceeee- B. Oct. 25, 1%58-D. May 29, 1882
Brower, Jacob Warren —e=ss=eeceeomm oo oo B. Sept. 1), 1812-D, Oct. 1), 1868
Brower, J, Wy ===—eececee e ' 1877 1879
Brower, J, B, me—mecmma o e 1862 - 1892
Brower, Emma, dr.-ef------sommemmom oo B. 1874 1876
Brower, Mary, wife of J. W, Brower ==----=-—--- B. Nov. 21, 1822-D. feb, 6, 1905

Brower, Thomas M, =====ememmmm oo e B, Dec, 1, 1847-D. Feb, 1, 1929




TOMBSTONES (continued)

BI’OWTI, Ao Do --------------------------- B. Jan. 22, 1859"40. Mal". 21, 1895
Davis, Annie D, =-ecccmemcccomaanaan ~mm——————— B, Feb, 28, 1838-D. May 18, 1877
Davis, Elizabeth=-=meeececomcmmccee e B, July 1, 1866-D, Yov., 11, 1866
Davis, Nannie ==-=ccaccccacaaaaao. ———————————— B, Aug, 22, 1876-D, Mar, 29, 1900
D ALLEHM o G S S BTl - it sl B, July 6, 1801-D. May 30, 1878
Denny, Mary, wife of Allen ==eeeececeemrmeacaan B, Feb, 26, 1812-D. Nov. 29, 1892

Aged 767 -
Dunnegan, As Js memmemmm e e D.. Feb. 8, 1890
Dunnegan, John  ==meeeecc o

Aged 68
Dunnegan, M, J. = =mmmem o e - D. Dec. 9, 1890
Durham, ? =  ==—--=cmcemeeaa Aged 8l yrs. 6 mos. 5 da. D, July 20, 1901
Durham, Henry m e Aged 66 v, 18697
Durham, "Jamc --Aq-a--&l.----‘imo.;:"--é‘ﬁ-: ----------------- D. July 20 790/
Fallenstein, Mary G?  ===---eeeemeaaaa B. May 8, 1848-D., Jan. 30, 1881

Foy, Rev. Miles "Minister of the Lospel for 62 yrs."-May 21, 1811-Mar. 10, 1895

Foy,.Selenay . fife ofsMiles: ,smedeoriom—mmmmm-= B. 1819-D, July 1, 1897
Fulton, Mary, Dauchter if D, A, Rawley ——=e=e- B. May 8, 188,-D, Feb., 6, 1886
Galloway, Helen G, dr. of R, p. and .L, A ===wu== B. Dec. 23, 1887-D. Jan. 22, 1891
Galloway, Charles W, =eec-ceccme=- Aged 25 yrs. 5 mos. 6 da.D. May 8, 188l
Galloway, James Langeley ? = ==msceomcomeaaaaa B. 1806 D. 1871
Galloway, Lucie Bellesmmsmaureccbmmbamam o ccammaw -B,-¥eb.” 5, 1877-D. Mar, 27, 1878
Galloway, Mary Kate '=-ee==-- s gt = o e e e B, Jan. 8, 1857-D. Oct. 31, 1862
Galloway, Mary ¥irginia ===-—e=--=-- ol e s s 2,-Dec, 22, 1835 -D, Sept 23, 1869
Galloway, fobert James==--===-s-comomommmem e B. Mar, 8, 1875-D. June 5, 1876
Galloway, Robert William w=--=c-emccmsmmmcomaae—- B. Mar. 10, 186L-D. Oct. 27, 1874
Galloway, Sara ====-—emeceme e ———————————— B X006 1878
Gilmer, Garrio ————eemc o e e B, Nov, 11, 1863-D.Dgec. 29, 186l
G L. BT GBTERR AON e~ ool s i B. Sept. 22, 1835-D. Sept. 27, 1898
Cilmer, Frank Spancan | sre--—e-———————ofom. i R, Peva IR7E-M Mar. 11, 1878

Gilmer, Cabra’'l

Gilmer, James C, ~=weeem-meccocccecmatncacncna" B.

Jan. 22, 1843 -D, Sept. 15, 1878




Gilmer,
Gilmer,
Gilmer,
Gilmer,
Gilmer,
Gilmer,

Gilmer,
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TOMBSTOVES (continued)

John Clay " =seccmmcccmcedcmcn e ca——— B. Feb. 8, 1828-D. Aug. 30?, 1865
g fife’ «be.dideatite 2d000 28 2000820038 B. Sept. 30, 1868-D.ipr. 28, 1872
R oV i (M g B. Mar. 10, 1833-D. July 1k, 186l
Stephen L, decacaccmemanioaniiidatnsiaa B. July 20, 1870-D, Oct. 22, 1870
Sugan A, Wife ‘of Relayy 8, = ""eosiiorizis B. June 3, 1811-D, Jan. 17, 1892
Semuel Frank, Son of S. F, ~-coccioa-as D, July 7, 1888
R, S, =eememmeccmceccmemdmecceeeeceooo2 B, Jan 28, 1809-D. Mar, 10, 1901

Could this be Prather?)

Griffith? or éaylor?, gson of William and Charity \)0h1é1) 1872-D. July 7, 1890

Rawley,

Gwyn, Mollie, wifc of W, D,? GWyn ~=m---eoommmmmmooeemooes 1815 1890
Harrison, sons and daughters' (Five children died of diphtheria

Hill, Mary Caroline Dr, of J, S, and ? L, -------B, Mar, 19, 1869-D. July L, 1870
Hines, Arch-—emm e o e oo o el B, July 8, 1847-D. Aug. 20, 1887
Hollingsworth, Flizabeth -e----- e D B. July 1, 1860-D, Wov. 1), 1866
Hollingsworth, John----—--—-----—-----—--——-—: -------------- i%%%z 1877
Hollingsworth, Joseph Aged 66 yrs. 10 mos. 23 da. = D. Jan, 20, 1887
Hollingsworth, Mary L. —seceemmocmmm o ee B, Feb. 5, 1827 -Nov, 19, 1906
Hollingsworth, Sara, wife of Dr. idwin----- B.6d,/ AT 1815 P. Mm’l‘?]g 77
James, Lula D? ----. Lged 17 yrs. 10 mos, 22 da.

Lowery, Franklin I, son of ? B, 1862

Lowery, Thomas J, Sr,-m-emecec o e B. Dec. 18, 1818-D. Wov. 19, 1906
‘Mitchell, Williem -=--- e B, 18 Y. 188L
Montgomery, Jomcs Byron (on Schaub plat)e--—emceae B, ‘Nov, 7. 3881, D, July P2, 1883
Moore, J. Fu mmemmmom e e e e 3. Aug, 18, 1828-D. Aug. 15, 1891
Moore, inna Banneressmem——eeeceeea—- i B, Feb. 1k, 1841-D. Apr. 22, 1930
Moore, Sam D, ===mmmc e e e 3., May 12, 1804-D, May 17, 1866
Moore, RAachel =—eecmm e o e B. Yov, L, 1812-D. May 7, 1898
Owen, AlexandCr ==—===m==m== ———————— 1836 1893
Rangcley, JOmesS =mmmmmmmme oo e B, Oct. 13, 1806-D. Mar, 25, 1871

ReVo E’Jm. ———————————————————————————————— _B. Mar-ls, 1812"-0. ? 13, 1881
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Roberts, William M, m-=esmessme oo B, Jen. 1, 1856-D, Aug. 1, 1879
Roberts, Annie ==emmm=mmmm e e e B. Sept. 18, 1857 -D, May 10, 1858
Satterfield, fmma —----memmomm oo L. July 29, 1866
' : : _~(866)
Satterfield, Lucinda, dr. of J. D, andM E. illred A*?T}QQ - 1866 C. duly 11;-1866
Schaub, AMNAa D,  ====—;e—————————— e e e 1792 1875
Schaub, Cornelia Lorothy — =-eeeecemcccccccccaa. B. 4pr, 9, 1851-D, Feb 9, 1857
Schaub, Elizabeth = «ess—mmcmeseeeeemeceenes B, tlay 19, 1828-D. July 1k, 191k
Schaub, FEora? R.es=rrmomgoe cdBoad o asmem oo mon B, Jan. 1, 1855-D. 1857
Schaub, Leviem——mmm oo o e e 1834 1863
Schaub, Thomagm= - ====m==m e e e B. Dec. 3, 1818-D. Nov. 11, 1876
Schaub, William Christopher-me-m—ceomm oo B. Jen. 8, 1859-D. Sept. 16, 1860
Shamel, Anna D, ~c-emeemcmcmceccaaao e e B. 1792 1875
Shouse, William A, =meemeee e e 3. May 28, 1824~-D. Feb. 28, 1893
Smallwood,.Sarah By st e e e B. Sept. 30, 1806-D. Sevot. 6, 1878
Swift?, franklin Fy mmmmmmmmeeaae - s s e i o B, 1862 1866
Taylor, C; Hy memmmmmmemeeeee e ————————— e B, June 5, 1820-D, Dec., 9, 1892
Taylor, Eliza J,, wife of C. H; Taylor—m=mmmeee—— B, may 15, 1821—D.‘May 23,1900
White ?
White, £liza J, wife of Geo, P, White--e--omeuaua- B. &pr, 10, 1858-Q. Aug, 29, 1895

Unknown ‘ e T B. June 5, 1820-D. vec. 9, 1892
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. This is the way the church might have looked.
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Floor plan made from verbal déscriptions--gallery upstairs on three sides
"The two doors made entrance into a space four or five feet wide--an aisle
down the center and an aisle down each side." C.,B.S.

"OLD METHOUIST" reallv looked like thlsf—from.an 0ld photograph unearthed

by John ﬂolllngsworth
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"OLD METHODIST"

Upiuntri-the~}8hgls,—Meunt—ﬂIT?==ﬁE‘vIttﬁfty=W§§—a'rcg:®n—ef*scat%e&@d farms

\l]cvﬂT Ail’S
T, {n Hﬂé \3‘ 0O's and 50's a new influx of people becgan to move 1nk and new

industries such as wool and tobacco began to flourish., Two of these newcomers were
tﬁe Barner btrothers, John and Elisha,

‘fhé g%xu&r; John, built a house in Bannertown and thus gave that section its
neme. The lztitor, Elisha, chose his home site nearer to town and built his house
on the ncrth biuff cf the Afarat River. This house later bcifme known as the old
Véhﬂbﬂé housz and Jus%—yeeea%&y-haﬁ—been—torn down, G;§AAZfay?’a nucleus of stores
'}ﬁa a postoffice grew up around the Elisha Banner house which became an inn and an
aveérnight gtoopinv place for the High Point-Salem-Wytheville stage. Then, as told -
bg Me. Sparger and others, Mr., Banner gave 2 tract of his plantation land for a
m&ko&,@{ cihurch, right at the foot of the hill going north. Agai-, as in the case
ag &é%aﬂOn, no deed can be found although diligent szarch has been made by town
e@%&éid&g and others as well as by this writer.

In 1858 Marquis Wocd, and maybe others who had gcne before him, would preach
at Lebanon at 11 o'clock, and in Mount Airy--most likely in private homes as was the
custom--at "candlelight", Then in February 2L, 1858 comes this notaticn:

"Rode eleven miles tc Mount Airy to mect the building committee for the church
in the place."

Then he goes*bn, meanwhile interspersing his diary with other matters:

"Mon, Mar. 8, Spent the day principally talking about building a church in
Mount Airy. Finally a while before night we succceded in making a start in raising4
the money. Got $510 and the lot subscribed, though a part of it was conditionally.#

I think the snow was providentially sent to detain Bro., Reid in Mt. Airy tc instruct
mentally in putting the ball fully in motion,"

#Banmer heirs are of the flrm opinion that Elisha Benner cave the land tc the church
with the StlDQ%ERﬁC 1thet lwnd war to revert to tre heirs when no longer used
for a churth pargﬁr onflrmcd this, This seoms to have been hinted at in
Weod!'s dlary. The deed has disappeared sc nobody knows., The town of Mt. Airy in

1962, when it took over the Old Methodist cemetery, had great difficulty in getting
the boundary lines drawn.,
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"Tues. 9. Continued the cffort to raise money to build a church with tolerable
success, Bro. N, F. Reid preached again at night. People much pleased with their
new preeiding elder. :

"Wed. 10. Raisod the subscription for a church te $810."

"Thurs., Apr.l. Dcne a little toward a church in Mt. Airy. The cause moves
but slowly."

Then in May......

"Sun, 6. 11 o'clock, Mr. Caldwell precached for me at Lebanon---3 o'clock a. m.
Mr. Montgomery preached at Mount Airy after which the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
wao administercd by Mr. Caldwell. They have established a church in the place."

Just when tha church was really finished is obscure. The oldest graves are
1 e

dated 1857, Mr. Wood dates the planning of the church in 1858.% Mr. Sparger
stated that the church was finished when Martha Gilmer whose tombstone says 186l

was buried, but he must have becn in crror as to this point., In 1861 the Civil War

started. On 4April 16, 1862 the first company of scldicrs from Mount #iry were about

to leave for the war.# The following is from a clipping from the UDC scrapbook

which is in the loecal library: i

"ippended is a letter brought to the attontion of 'The Ster! which was wraitten
tc a publicaticn in Mount Airy carly during the Civil War bearing upon prcsentation
of a flag to one of th: 'departing companies to the front. It was dated April 16,
1862 and siened simply 'A Spectator'.

'Today Capt., J, C. Vorman's Company, being about to leave for the seat of war

were marched up in front of the new Methodist Church to receive a flag prepared
for them by the ladies of our village and vicinity.'"

1

#  Salem and Oak Grove churches were organizced about this timetamd Salem in 1857.
The Presbyteriens organized in 1858 with Mr. and Mrs. Allen Detfny, R. S. Gilmer,
Margaret Gilmer, Lizzie Gilmer, and Mary Uick as charter members.

Anotlrer interesting notation of July 1869: "This afterncon from 130 to 150
perscns, men, women, and children, passed through Mt. Airy on their way. to Utah.
They werc leaving the (Surry) county. Mcst of them have joined the Mormons."

In 1868, Rcv. Wood also notes that a "Quaker lady preached in tarn tonight."
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"OLD METHODIST! (ccntlnued)
' {
So, in 1862, our clurch mus¢=h§;s==§ﬁa its scns off to war. Suffiee—it—bto—say
il
Fhe church was built and stood just about where stands the Gilmer Memoriel Church.

Scme say that the present parking lot covirs sume of the graves. These graves really

$ smew) nole
did cover the hill back of the church jussdng from the indentions in the earth.

Rev. Mr. Wood, who spearhcaded the building of tk church, went to China as
a missionary in 1860 and sc¢ cvidently did nect sec to its completic-n.%2 During the
Civil War the minutcs were incocmplete.

And before we go on, let us make note ' of some later obs:rvations of Rev, Mr,
V&t& and. othors which may throw light upon the eerly ycars of th: church and its
-Yﬁmesu "1h@ minutes speak for themselves;and may we be thenkful to Marquis “afayctte
Weoed w98 Akﬂl% is the source of most of our kncwlodge of our early church, A1l
geGYLe apg Jdifferont, including preachers. Piter Doub's diary was frustrating in
3%&?.\@ unfkdy tc sermonize all through it; Marquis Wood!'s becausc he wanted to
ch&u&az{i ¥hesc cxec.rpts from Rov. Wood's diary arc mede after he had roturncd
Ceom Chisdandrvs again stationed in Mount Airy.

“Yours, 9" (1868). "Col. Alspaugh kindly sent me on to Mount Airy. Left
Winston a littlc after 12 o'clock and rcde cightcen miles to Mr. W, Ualten's., I
dc not think I cver had a colder ride "

"Thurs. 17. Hcld a meeting of my stewards this afternocn,
"Renewed-'Mrs, J. W. Breower's subseription to the 'Episcopal Metlodist!'.

"Sat, 11" (July). "Moved to Mrs. Susan Banner's this morning to board, Spent
sevceral hours in the afternoon in thc church whe arc making a pulpit and an altar.

"Thurs, '10. Went tc the colored peoplc's graveyard ncar Mt. 4iry to bury a
little ncgro boy whe died yesterday." (Thore is an cld colored ccmetery all covered
over with brush cn the right of the first underpass just cut of tcwn on the Low Gap

d
figa ) s I.(ense(} u.t %o»\lm Hé mQ\“"cA

me
"Walt\,r Cn,asy licensed to prcach S\ \—D \Y\e Y\vl\m S gk el "“‘éf a.nd, bege
\-ommeo ?&&0 e
"Nov, 10, Attended to some busincss of the church, Dr. Foy prcached for me
at night., After preaching we had another parsonage meeting.

1
# In the 1920's Mrs. Cora Gilmer, then an old woman, built, in spitc of raised
eycbrows, the prosent small church used by the Wesleyan Methodists. For some ycars
the lot had stood vacant.

2
3%  Rev. Mr. Wood brought back with him from China a Mr. Hazcc whe is the Chinese
ancestor of some of our citizens.,




UOLD METHODIST" (continued)

"Sunday. 15. At four o'clock I baptised twc colored persons and took those into
the church., Dr. Reid preached a fine sermon at night."

"March 25, 1870....This afternoon I attended a public meeting at the church to
see about enclosing the graveyard.,"

"es..s Married Gen., McNeill and Margaret Fulton, colored, at the Rarg\gnage."

The first parsonage, so Mr., Sparger stated, was the Whitman h&ﬁggkéziihe corner
uf West Wilson and Main, The house was torn down reoeemesy and replaced by a parking
lot for the Friends Church,

For a time, Mr, Sparger said, South Main Methodist was on a double circuit with
Salem , with Salem being the stronger church, Fr@m a manuscript in Duke Library
by James lfd':i.llson*-1 who served Mount fdiry in 1876 and 1879, we quote Mr, Willson:
"The station then embraced (1873)two main appointments.,.."

Mr-.Sparger is also the source for the item that the first Woman's Missionary
Society was started under the pastorate of Rev. Hurley (1886-7).

Mr. J. F. Heitman, (1872-3) must have made an impression because Mr. Sparger
mentioned him, and also because he and Rev. Mr. Wood taught a boys' school for a
while in 1870, according to Mr, Wood's diary. Of course the Mount Airy church could
depend upon four standbys who filled the pulpit now and then, Rev. Needham and D_.
Foy,and two local preachers, "Bro. Roberts" and "Bro, Hicks".

Since the Miisagtreeﬁqﬁigﬁﬁﬁéfﬁ;ﬂ;suzgﬂatﬁgynsoagggg ﬁg&h ‘and since only two
photographs to date have been uneartheqy\both of which show the church building
partly obscured by trees in full leaf, the appearance of the church proper must
necessarily come from hearsay. So, too, must come some of thes other church items.,
In spite of ' some differencps of opinion the writer ﬁill winnow-ee some of her own
which might or might not be entirely accurate.

The new church was a large, two-storied, white-planked church with a recessed

porch which had in front two fluted cclumns. At each end of the porch and flush

1

%  LAlso from Mr, Willscn: "In 1877 a handsome church was built four miles west of
Mount Airy. In 1878 a church four miles northeast of Mt. Liry was added to the
staticn and the fall of the same year another one seven miles west of Mt. ulfYo The .
station has grown intc a circuit of six appointments." -
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with it were two enclosed stairways which led to the balcony. The balcony extended
along the two sides and the back, and was reserved for the cclored members and the

little white charges who evideﬁﬂy considered it such a privilege to sit with their

colored nurses that they give prominence to it in their conversaticns to this day.

Ey the way, there were colored members of the church until 1872,

The steeple was plain, and the old bell which was used there is now, unless
recently removed, hanging in the belfry of the Episcopal Church, so Mr. Sparger said.
It was said to have had a "sweet tone" and when pulled by its lomng rope, it tolled
wet only for church services, but for the many members who were then to lie in the
qrmveyard-~a toll for cach year of their lives.*}

Leading up to this big white church which sat rather far back from Main Strect
0% 2 graveled driveway with hitching posts along the fenced sides, and which was
m&&é enough for carriages, Lining the dii%eway were aspens--either a species of
Fﬁ: cottonwoed or a quaking aspen--anyway, old residents spoke of the silver lined
leaves "shimmering and shaking in the wind¥ Around the sides and in the back and
rather far down a gentle inclipe was the graveyard in which the Allreds, the Gilmers,
the Banners, the Rev. Mr, Foy and family, the Galloways, the Browers, the Hollings-
worths, Rev. Mr, Rawley, the Schaubs, the Bittings, the Davis', the Sattcrfields,
the Lowrys, and others were to lie.

"The unpainted sanctuary with its "marbleizcd" wainscoting was entered from
the recessed front porch through two front doors, oma‘forftheQmen and one for the
women, (Yes, really.) There was one middle and two side aisles. The benches were
plain, wooden pews with high backs--somebody said, maybe slatted. On the right
side sat the women; on the left sat the men. The church wrs heated by two huge,
"pot-bellied" stoves which were halfway down the room on either side,

The pulpit was square and "home-made". /An altar rail was in the front. On

e%ther side of the pulpit were the "amen" corners with the organ on the right, in
% One resident tells that when Miss lizzie Gilmer died the bell tolled fo long
for Miss Lizzie, she being so old, that the little girl had time to leave her home
on Moore fivenue and get down to church before the bell had stopped tolling.

ongMoqre_ivenue—end—get-down-tochureh-bef—
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front of the choir which sat in the right "amen" corner. The reed organ was "pumped" '

(all this within the memory of living citizens and so is late "history") by a Mr.
Dosher whos son, Albert, played the bass hcrn and whose daughters, Eva and Linda,
sang. The organ was played also at one time by Mr., Herbert Lowery, a son of Tom
Lowery, a lcadi?g steward. © The silver communion set with tankard and two silver
gobleé are@g 71 to be seen in Central Church, deded=#085

Often acccompanying the organ and choir was the shouting and clapping in time,
which, old residents said, was usually in noisy evidence. The Methodists, up until
the 1900's when they, like isbury's McKnight of Clemmons, got "sophisticated", were
"shouting Methodists",* Meybe we would do well to catch some of this spirit.

In 188k we have the first quarterly conference minmutes of the Western North

Carolina Conference which had just then been formed., They may be read in the
Methodist Building at Statesville, N. C. Some excerpts might be interesting:

"July 26, 188L. Record of “istrict Yonference--

Mount {diry Station: Mount iLiry Station was called. Rev, M. H. Moore, pastor,
reported 140 members. Spiritual condition good and Jmproving. One Sunday School
of 36 scholars, lveragc attendance for lazst' tio menth's 73.  One weckly prayer
meeting and one munthly class mecting, Well attended.

"jissessment plan used for raising funds, ibout 1/3 of Pastor's and Presiding
Elder's salaries paid. Subscriptions taken on all of the conference collections.
Assessments on these claims, alone, of $1.12% per member, and did not expect to
raise them in full, $11,75 raised for Church improvement, $18.00 for incidental
has a future and the station will prove a success.

(Rev. W. H. Hendren, D. D., P. &))"

"July 15, 1885. 5th session of Statesville Conference, cunvened in the M. E,
Church, South, Catawba, N, C.
Report from Mount liry Station--Rev., M. H. Moore, B. F. Sparger, J. M. fAshby
July 17, 1885 (continued) Mount iiry Station pastor's report:
ee..soiowas called, Rev, M. H., Moore, pastor, reported 157 members, rcpresente’
ing 53 families. The statlon was organized a ycar and a half ago. The spiritual
conditicn is not discouraging, and, he thlnks, improving. Some very pious people;

* One resident remembers Mrs. Brower, grandmother of Mrs. Essie Brower Fawcett,
sitting in the congregation beautifully dressed in her "Sunday black silk"; qnd
old Mr, Teylor, grandfather of the well-known Dr. Taylor, sitting in a spllt-bot-
tomed chair singing at the top of his voice.
Mr. Rrpter Graves' daughter quotes her father as having said that when a boy

he and a friend werc sitting bchind Mr. Robert Gilmer and his bride who was wearing
a huge bustle. The boys fell to wondering just how far a hymn book placed on that
bustle would ride withcut f“lllng Gf Froey LI carrled as far as the ppesent—posteféics,
new c|\-|( hall sie,
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some who are careless, Some trouble with worldly amusements. Attendance upon
preaching, the social meetings, and the ordinances of the church go good, {4 very
good Sunday School, numbering 90 scholars, 4 tolerably good church and parsonage,
but not as good as the place ought to have, The financial state of the church is in
healthy conditioni, From $160,00 two years ago, it paid $525,00 of last yoar for
ministerial suppcrt, and has paid $100.00 morc this ycar than for the same period
1ast year. The stewards make monthly collections and hold monthly meetings: Bro,
J. W, Aghby, delegate, followed in a few remarks as to the difficulty of securing
suitable teachers for the Sunday School, and as to the financial improvements."

nJuly 15, 1886, Rev, R, A, Willis, P, E. Mount 4iry Station., Rev, W, H,
Townsend, P, C,

"Spiritual condition fair, Attendance at public worship good., Ordinances of
the church generally observed. & small class all overfond of worldly amusements,
and some are not circumspect in their conduct. Our greatest neceds are zeal and
activity in church work, We have 140 members., Prayer meetings are not well
attended. Sunday School in prosperous condition, has increased from 45 to 75 in .
number. Number of teachers and scholars 125, We are guided by the discipline in the
matter of finances., Paid to P, C. $170, to P. &. $42. Conference claiments, $10,
Boout $20,00 has been raised for other purposes. We have one church and that needs
vzpairing., Parsonage in tolcrably good condition. It is rented for $6.00 per month,
Yhis revenue is applied to its furniture. :

"Bro, G, W, Sparger made some remarks relative to the condition of the
station,"

"District Conference, July 17th, 1886
#........v.has a well-prepared (report). We request Bro, 4_hby to write his
name with 2 littlc morc care,"
‘ Committee on Quarterly “onference
ind so on, The church on South Main secms to have been run just like any
Methodist Church with its ups and downs. The pastors wéere human. ‘hey were not
above painting a rosy picture of their accomplishments. They were a little prone to. g
paint the picture a little dark the first year then, miraculously, the second year
under their tutelage, conditions brightened.,
Time went on. /fnd then around 1893 the then pastor, Rev., H. M, Blair, and
some of the members began tc¢ talk up a new church: Following are part of the
minutes of 1893:
"Rev, H. M, Hoyle, P. &,
Station Delegates: J, W, ishby, W. E, Patterson, J, «, Yokley, R. T. Joyce,
" ,..... the building old and very inferiom. Value %2,000."
Rev, Mr. Blair not only reported the church building in bad condition but
observed also that the town was "likc a skillet with the Handle down town and the
skillet up." So the town was moving north with its inevitable result--a new church.

Rev. Mr. Blair was successful. “ome members were enthusiastic; some were

displeased, Some went so far as to move their memberships to another denomination,
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"OLD METHODIST" (continued)

4s if to reinforce the right move the following was inserted into thc June 28,
copir of the "Yadkin Valley News" which was found in the cornerstone of "old Central".

"The Methodists of Mount Liry have long been in need of a larger and handsomer
temple of worship., The old church is small and intensely plain and uncomfortable.
Many smaller congregations have neater churches then this one is, < community is
judged by its churches, and Mt, hirdy has suffered from such judgments, though their
justice is not to be questioned, It is with no little pleasurc and satisfaction,
therefore, that we sece the beginning of a church edifice in cur midst that will do
credit to the thrift of our people and to their hearts and religion,  Strangers who-
tofore been pointed cut tc them as the house of worship of cne of the strongest
congrerations in the state,"

It shculd be said in passing that the Main Street congregation had at one time
before 1894 organized a "chapel" down on South Strect and that regular services were
held there conducted by members of the "Old Methodist".‘

Aleo, let us pay tribute to some of those members who hac been very active .in
the later years down at Scuth Main: Rev, J. W, /shby who was licensed to preach
around 1878 and who was "scribe"; J, R. Paddison who ran a very successful Sunday
Schocl; Rev, Robert B, Hines, local preacher; Stewards J. 4. Yokley, R. T. Joyce,

B. F. Sparger, J, H, Sparger, J. H, Prather, T, J. Lowry, Joseph W, Ashby, w. E,
Patterson, and others,

Ind so, Central was begun,

For about twenty years, the building on South Main stood., For several years
a Sunday School was maintained there. Some of the older residents remember how they
used to go to Sunday d¢hool at Central in the mornings and to the "Old Methodist" in
the aftermoon, The building for a time was used by the newly organized Friends
Church; then it passed into private hands. 4t one time it was scld to W. ©, Holcomb,

and anothsr to W, R, Hollingsworth for $212. Then around 191) the church was torn

C].O'Wnc
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CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH (up to around 1912)
189 - 1966

The town of Moimt_‘Aixw was growing, and, as in the case of any growing touwn, the
population began to shi:ft., At first there was our 1829 Lebanon in the northern part
of town - 'way out in the country. Then came Main Street Methodist, two miles south,
the center of é little town beginning to grow. Again came a subtle shift of population,
north again but not qm;;be so far. So Central was begun in the central part of town, on
the corner of Dixie and Franklin, close by the Paceftg i House and Squire Pace's

1T was %4\«“1 h@-(; een
Livery Stable where once had-bseaﬂﬁin silver /\to keep it from the marauding Yankees.

"In 1892 the .Hevg_trand Mr., Blair presched a challenging sermon on the subject,
"Methodism Should Go forward in Mount Airy'. The implication was that it was time for
the Methodiats to move to a new location and build a greater Methodist church. After
much discussion, some revolting, and a good revival the Methodists decided to build
in the center of the city on land furnished by Mr. J. H. Sparger..........lhe new name
of the church was to be Central because it was to bealocated in the center of the towm,

and wae to remain in the center of their hearts forever." (4nnual bulletin, 1958)
Came 189, time for the laying of the cornerstone had arrived. #Came the
invitation: "To be 'helc;. tomorrow (Tuesday) morning, June 19th, 189k, at So’clock at
the breaking of the ground for the new Methodist Church. Exercises will be held on the
1ot on “ranklin Street. The people of the town are cordially invited to attend and
participate in the exercise,!" *a
o Poed
They were there, ‘the members--that is those who weren't nadw--the Masons, the

pfeachers, and, bless their hearts, Hev. Dr. Miles Yoy and Rev, Mr. James H. Needham.

i

é‘u--n--.‘ iy

#Several references to the contents of the cornerstone will be made by the writer.
This was a quote from one of the papers, The Yadkin Valley News, which was a forerunner

of the Mount Airy News and was edited by R. T. Joyce.
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CENTRAL (continued)

Dr, Foy was 83 and was to die the following year; Yather Needham, 95, still to
live to assist Dr. Boyer in a revival in his ninety-ninth year. This was the third
Mount Airy congregation that these grand old men were to honor: Lebanon, Main Street
Methodist, Central. Father Needham was to lead in prayer, a ritual in which he was
just as much at home as in his own bed; Dr. Yoy was to té¥h a shovelful of earth
although it is sdid that to "Gramny" Bray went the honor of turning the first one.
There, too, was Dr. Frank Reid, a son of the Rev. Mr. Numa “eid who in turm was the
son of the “ev. Mr, James Reid, both early and beloved former pastors of Old Iebanon.

With prayer, responsive readings, scripture, an address by the then presiding
elder, Rev. W. R. Barnett, and the raising of the hymms "All Hail the rower" sund
"Come, O Thou God of “irace, Uwell on this Holy rlace", so lively sung, it is said,
that the "singing could be heard for a mle » the cornerstone was laid. In it, in
an old store tih cake boxy went a Bible, a copy of the program, a short history of

the down by R, T. Joyce, a list of church officers and Sunday School workers, some
memorabilia of Odd Fellows' Lodge # 107 who duly noted that they had attended in full
force, copies of the "Christian Advocate", the "North Carolina Vhristian Advocate®,
the "Yadkin Valley News®, "“hurch and Home" - a church paper édited by the Rev. Mr..
Blaix; all to be opened sixty two years later in varying stages of deterioration.

~ "The new church", it was noted in the Yadkin Valley News, was to be "one of
the handsomest in the state.......The main auditorium will hold four hundred and fifty
and the annex two hundred and fifty people, ‘he annex is connected with the main
auditorium by a folding partition., In addition to these two departments there are also
an infants' class room, ladies' parlor, library, and pastor's study. <Yhe building will
be heated by furnaces in the cellar. It is 85 feet high. There is a front and side
entrance. Only the very best brick will be used in its construction. The interiom

construction and finigh will be handsome and attractive., The cost of the church
completed will be $12,000 to $15.000., *he building committee is composed of Messrs.
J. H. Sparger, J. H, Prather, Jos. W. Ashby, T. dJ. Lowry, and J4. A, Yokley. The
soliciting commitiee are Messrs. B. F. Sparger, Jos. W. Ashby, J. &, Yokley, and
Rev, H, M. Blair,"

And handsome.it was to be, this brick structure of pseudo-Gothic architecture
with its beautiful stained glass windows and towering spire which was to dominate
for so many golden years the skyline of this little town. The main auditorium did call
for the finest materials; but, according to Mr. B. F. Sparger who told this with a2 wry

smile, and to newspaper accounts, money ran short, and the project was mot to be finished

until the latter prt of 1899.
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But work on Central did start. “o an architect from Detrcit had been intrusted

-~ 4
the plans, and to Bhe lMessrs. Galloway end Lclton the con'bracﬂﬁ Jjobs. FHr. We Be

ds
Shelton &fid the building at . 3.00 per day. DBrick was bought Brom the Short Lumber

<
Yard at :7.0" per thousand,

congrezgbtion could possible pay for this grand church. dnd ;ay for it they did not
until later. But they did finish the "annex".

The "annex" was a huge room, 3N by 60 feet. On the west end was the ladies'
parlor with its steps lesding outside to the rranklin vtreet side. The congregation
at first sat on benches which they improved by raint in 1&396.*¢T§vmtudly, they
bought slatted wooden chairs. Here services were held, and ir. We G, Sydnor took
as his bride }iss Charlotte f (Lottie) Benner, Central's first wedding couple, in
1897. - Miss Alice "‘pargexjrﬁoped to have the same distinction when she married v,
bk, H. Kochtitzky in the new sanctiiary in 1099 but she missed it by a few months; she

became the annexts la t Yo 34: :

If the building sti;yed busy, so did the congregation,

Some of the leading church members oi “entral's beginning were T. B.
FigCargo who had to remind the congregation that if they did not pay their building
pledges his cormittee wnuld be embarrassed; J. H. Faddison who was the =unday School
surerintendent and to ;-111 accounts a good cnej Joseph Ashby, the scribe, whom the
cuarterly c-nference veople admonished to write his nare with "a little more care';
G. W, Sparger; B. F.' Sparger (my historicnl source land son of erin) 3 A. £, Smdth;
b, C, Foy (sen of Hiles); Dr, T, B, Ashby; J. Ho Prather; J. L. Ashby; il. 4. Joyce;
T, Jo Lovry (the best vress agent Central bad--he was e itor of the msount Airy News

and hardly a week passed when he did not re ort on Uentral); J. A, Yokley, Go.0. dr-ves;

## Yds and momu;evalant information ha:. been gleaned from back couies of the

Mount Airy News which James £, Johnson, editor and
® ' rublisher of Mo.nt A
flews, has been gracious enouch to let éhis uriter use, oy
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CLNTRAL (continued)

§. H. Sparger (who belenged to surlin too); B, Y. Uraves; Y. M. Foore who w:s also

asexton. There was a Home and Foreign rdssicnary Sooiety which had parties for the
church at the Blue fidge Inn and on J. H. Prother’s spacious lawn,and its sister, the
Ladies? Aid, and a Young People's Missionary “ocliety, the forerumner, probably, of the
dpworth Leamue.

“he conpregation was unable to kee; all of its shortcomings from its pastors—-

nor from the News editor who told the whole town and thus provided free ggvertising.
fn Aupust 8, 1895, Rev, A, P, Lyer reports to the (uarterly “onference:

Wihe sriritual condition is improved. It averages fakily with other charges.

There is not so much worldliness in the church as arcund it. 1 know of but two people
who dance and belong to the church., There has been & bad influence in that direction
by parties coming to Mount Adry." (You see, white Sulphur oprings as becoming an
extrerely popular summer resort.) %"Fhe people have not the orgsnic force that leads
to a8 richer life, Have many devolied, but havc not the higher spiritusl l.le. *ave
a good deal of bugey riding on Sundsy. No real actual sisn of a revival, but am
disprsed to read this class of literature, rather than books of 2 religious character.....

"Has m missionary society, not flourishing, but in a very good condition. las
improved some this yesr, Ilzs been runnineg on too narrow lines

"We have two Sunday Schools and will organize another,” [Tffé/%ﬁé/f%/ﬂé/ﬁﬂ
Hésbhdg )/ School at Scuth Street is wing better vork than ever." (It had trouble
the next yamr--maybe folded.) "inin Street Church Sunday School is in good condition. o
Has rodel Suverintendent." (L. C. Foy) " 4ill organize a bunday School at mamburg.

"J. R Foddison reports 175 enrclled, aversre attendance 120. flas better teachers.

The youns ladles are teking an interest as te-chers." (From the Mount Airy News of
1899: "The hour of Sunday School is changed from L o'clock to 7:30 to 10:30 (sharp)®)

"One Lpvorth League, partly alive, partly dead, partly born, andé partly not
born. Hove to have it soon in rood conditirn," (Hle must h-ve worked cn it. It w-g
reorganized in 1496 with &, V. Craven as president; .iss “lice Sparger -nd W. H.
Simpson {irst and secend vice presidents respectively; J. ¥, Ureen as secretary; and
Migs Annie A-mfield as treasurer. *‘hey met on week days.)

Mr. T, J. Loury 2lso did his reportine in the kount Airy News. lie noted that
the young people had a birthday party at irs. J. ﬂ. Pacidison's uhich netted H3L.00.
¢
Neither did M. Lowry nfslect to report on matters of conduct.

"A member of Ventral fnthodist “hurch reguests us to state that he did not nst
to hesr Br, Barnett's sermon Sunday night on account of eertain jarties who wnispered
and 'vnsited' all the time during the services,”

And another: "Hev, Ur. varnett believes in telling the peojle of their sins,
regardless of the results.

“Rev., LUr. Barnett not after those of ug—w----

“Along $¥ abrut the latter part of that week we concluded that he was striking
at us, and we didn(p like it much, esrecially his reference to a number of his official
members onine off to hear a :olitical speaking while the meeting . as in progress. but
Dr. bernett was right--we were wrong."

0 0 e S~ e
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CeiltR:L (continued
And uron attendance: A
"Attendance upon prayer meebing hardly average. *adies ousht to atiend whether
their husbands, fathers, brothers do or not."

Kditor Lowry also rerorted tpon Dr. Barnett®s sermons against the saloon
vote, Ur. Barnett presch d gainst; the vote carried for.

On July 20, 189¢ the Rev. Lr. larnett repdrts at quarterly conference?

39N members and one of the Sunday Schools nas been organized into a missionary
S0Ciet e vmrasee ‘

"renort amount assessed for suprort of the ministry, .1,18n, proportion . aid
to date 339@ Raised by assessment. For other purroses $$26. *‘he Poard of Stewards
is ovrranized and there are twr good church buildings--~-one church buildine in »rocess
of erection.,"

In 1897 he reporﬁa that there is o church attendsnce of two hundred out of a

merberstip of 391. Yhe Sunday School membership is 150.

In 1898 Rev, H; e ¥Yoyer comments upon the revival wilh which Father Needham
assisted and reports that there yere fiity added to the membershij. (¥ather Needham
was invited to preach at the church on his one hundredth birthday, declined because
of znother committiment, but died before hé could fulfilleither.) itev, &oycr re orts
difficulties which delay the vuilding of the new church. in 1899 he reports a revival
in which there were twenty new converts.

Lest the unsung toilers be passed by let us see about the ounday School. In
1895 there were nine claéses reported, Thesc te-chers kept it acing: J. R Faddi son
(superintende};t), krge ds K. ?aéc\isnn, rrs. J. B, F@lton, iiiss Mollie crice, niss
Annie litchell, Fiss Jesie Case)’ﬁﬁa;zaEszszﬂzﬁﬁzﬁ;’mrs. J. ", Nichols, srs. K. B. “ings
E. C. Foy, &. G. (ilmer, Jos. W, Ashby, J. . Frather who l-ter became tie rmch beloved
choirman of the Poard of otewards. By yn™ the classes had groun to seventeen. <+long
the vay these teachers were added at diiferent times: froiesser Craven, *“lice “jarger,
Carriec favler, John L.Y/orth, bLizzie G‘farger, Varrie Gparger, lirs, S. N. allred, Kote
Tavler, Professor wminick, Lillie vides, sasgie batiersrn, irs. rFocle, K:te burke, ur.
and Frs, R, T. Joyee.,

But what about the church a-building all of these five years? It was finished.

In s?ite of money troubles the congregation somehow ceme through with a besutiful

sanctu ry. The builders had done their vork.
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‘he cork was "first clasg-, édmired by evemrbody‘--interio?r ol V'this elegant
edifice is not only beautifully finished but ®he work is substantial. Uocod material
has been nsed »nd ereat care throughout. 'Iraly, all can say “Well aone'",

The editor also announced, after much agoniging over the arfival ot the
gashes in time {or the digtrict conferencs, that "“entrsl Church bezins to look
like a house of worshiv. The memorial windows, and, in ract, all the windows ave
of modern design snd look beauwtiful. The stained gless with their“brilliant colors,
add no little to the zppearance of the church®,

ind beautiful they were, these windows. JlImjorted from I'rance, corplete with
thelir delicate~-not brillimmt--colors and the French fleur~de~lis, the twe memorial
windews flonked by their smnller ones dominated the sanctuary, 4ihe tannish east
one vas dedicate’ the the Rev. Ur. Miles oy nnd had already been paid for. sive
cent's "and up' were comine in for the bluish north one of rather ﬁeedham's. S5dly,
another memorisl winder was up, 2 éircular ene on the south side, s memorial to

Carrie end iillie, jeemalstiM of

two of Lr, Taylor's daughters, who had dis’dm; thoid fever within five days of each
other. Ancther circular one dominated the regessed choir loit, one. ~itt @ gorgecus
rod Mzltese cross, paid for by the lively pworth League, -

The pine woodtiork uas stained, 'Whe ceiling was vaulted, wlth a large circular
1ight i;ix’c\urn in the "*iddle. I.c*admar to this circle of ele ic lights were greay

20 Mr- Clavde Shellon cand |, had been m\s\ms on lhe Sleor and Then oxST ihe cerls wsfb a wineh #

arnate beams Whicl;!“ peeabiy 0 countless restless children like the writer who,
sittine with her aunt and cousin while her frther and mother and uncle gang in the :
' these beams probably
ehoir, constantly had to fichi = losing battle with the i‘idre‘bs,nfurmshed much food
for mmmatin during lone srrmens when these besms could be turned ints streets ﬂand ‘@

¢ Mcanwhile, \her P‘S\“i brother ard W3 crones qu v iF ea ‘\kz rch pew l>x1

the eixobnrato gorners intp faseinstine p eymu as.{\ L
uw\USm“ " «emSéﬂs [S-% »m? ane re@ cncr V\g
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The eheir loft was recessede-during the thivrd and last remodeling it was
regbored and enl-rged--with a reed crgen 2s the musical instrument, ‘YThe pulpit
furniture was late Vietorian and vas made up of the pulpit, two red plush chairs,

and » ved plush "settes®. *hey are still in existence and in private hands Jme,
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CENTRAL (o nbinued)
S0 went Central Church as do all churchese-gome good mixed with a 1lttle of
the nov so pood. The district conference had mel, new Sunday Schébl tesghers had
besen ndded, the Rev., Vr. J. W, Frank had married iiss Josle Case and both had salled
avay to far off Japan on October 12, 1899. The preagher's salary was §750.00 and
the sexton's +60.00. But, reported Lditor T. J. Lowry, "less than 204 of 330
mewbers pald 2/3 of the pastor's salary while the other 310 paid 1/3. %he board
of gtewards alone pald L50.00%. j. doubt there is a parallel here to some modern
churches.
S0 enters the twentieth century, and The end 22 This S\cr\j_ B - - —
From here the reader is mestly on his own, since many ncow living remember
these incidents, items, and people here mentioned. The time is after 1900 and
during the early part of our century,
Arovpd 1906 our chureh evidently wes huming. Here is sn exgerpt from the
(uarterly “Yonfersnce report of Hay 21; 1906 on the '(General State of the Chur r%

ity chureh is in the most prosperous state siiritually and materi%;ly that
it bas ever been since its organization. This is the universal opinion of our

veenle, Our revival began on the first day of April. From service to gervice the
interest increased in spirit and power for twenty nine days.

"Almost every night our entire auditorium and Sunday School room were
crowded with people who were thrilled with Interest in the mighty muestion of eternal
1ife,

“The people generally have evpressed the opinion that they have never before
seen such human interest in s2lvation, nor such a gracious menisfegtation of God
saving power, There were no less than three hundred and {ifty people converted at
the oltar of prayer. Many were recloimed and the entire church revived.™

J. B, Abernathy was the preachef in charge. Stew#rds were Jf. R. raddison,
Jd. . Pr%tﬁer, B, F, Srarger, J;.T. lapsey, k. C. Foy, R. He leenard, C. C. Creveling,
Je W, ?a;ﬁ, Geo. 0. Groves, T. B. McCargo, b. He Koehtitzky, J. L. sdnick, G. i,
Sparger,

So enthuslastic were they that in 1206 cur Mount #ipy congregetion was host

e TN oy v emn v =5 T ST AW D e W A4 B8 I L B D ot SN s o e -t . D ) e 2t

¥l The writer has nol consulted the 1900 files of the iount Airy News. Neither hes
she consulted at all the files of the Norin Carolina “hristiasn :dvocate. ‘he
"uinutes® notes wgre taken from the files at Statesville. I anybody is interested

in a more exhaustggsstudy'or Central these would be excellent sources.
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to delevates from the vestern North Larclina Conference. The invitation was said to
have been extended by A, H. Merritt who mentioned the vonderful cabbage to be found
in Mewnt “iry. Theé meetings were to be held in the church, the Lommercial ulub, the
Mount Adry Bank; end rooms in the "Grade School". “ome of the delegates were housed
in the 714 Central Hobtel, some in the Slue didpe, some in the Brown House, some in
the Poce Hous@, DBut most were entertained in the private homes, not only of the members,
but in the homes of members {vom ather churches., Sueh an occasion was it that some of
ouy church members vemember being delegated to three or four to a bed, to the fioow,
they beine chiliren st the tine,

At the risk of bece dins very tedious the writer will list some oi these
hsopitable perple, both members ond non-members. Yhis will be a belated thanks to

the latter, and the names of the others will rerhaps bring back lorgo ten nemories,

%
©o hore onest
Here are some of our host members: Mrs, Kate Bamer, Lr, W. S. Taylor, G. B.
Cody, . 8. Genbry, A. H. Merritt, Jdohn L. Ashby, G. F. Vaylor, Hirs. Julls rrather,
W, P. Skort, J. H. Prather, J. D. Thompson, 5. P. Graves, T, B. licUargo, J. 4. wnow,

%, H, Rochtitsky, R. B. Hines, J. L. McCollum, &, H, Leonard, J. L. idnick, dJ. w.
Scheub, J. R. Paddison, J. S. Verrell, U, L. ilobinson, 0. H. Kochtitzky, Geo. 0. Gr:ves,
Jt A‘ Hgdley’ J. Bf J:"!‘}’ell, WSO COrdﬁlia Banne‘!', CQ Rt he!'ritt, Jo bu ankins, A. 't'l
Smith, J. B, Sparger, F. L. Swith, E, B, Ashby, F. }. Poore, J. H. Folton, R. 8. Short,
f. C. Foy, P. Ae Owensy W, J. byerlv, Jesse F. Prather, Geo. W. Sparger, J. B. lurp,
Will Hale, E. ¥, keKirmey, rdsses tinnie and Katie Butke, Mrs. Jno. 1. vioore, b. C.
Regves, Mrs, A. 2, Sides, S. P. Graves, 5. M. Hele, J. M, Lurhem, irs. W. S. Greasy,

Go Fo Toylor, W, H, Long, lrs. lda Bamner, R. V. Deyerle, Gus Canifbell, 1. W, Barber

Now for some of our oblising friends: Hovrry Galloway, visS Jennilf z?tting, D.
I, Hoffmm, «, G. Sydnor, W. F. Carter, Mrs. Uove Oilmer, am. Sirpson, W, W. surke, Lr.
Jobn Bonner, lirs. Thomss Hones, F. G, Johnscn., E. H. saldridge, C. W, tiodge, iws. James
M, bMellingevorth, w. L. Dteele, Mrs. J. L. Fowell, "irgil Holcomb, uco, rawcett, J. L.
Belten, Hey. G. O, Haymore, Lr. L. w. Allred, Jumes suymore, ‘homas rawcebh, H. ochater,
Py®I, Joff ugvis, %, L. Heymore, A, Lreed, sars. billy Hollingsworth, W. W. Lobbins,
Prof. L.'S. Sheppe, S. M. Inman, irs, @, A, tolt

Since some of the following items sre of nore or less personal interest o this
writer, snd since this is mostly her book she will teil the following:

Around 1907, 0%, 09 my father, J. ¥, linick, had a personsble cpworth lLeapue

which corresponds to our Youth tellowshiy. D. V. Price, then preacher in charge,

o s v o s 0 e am PR [ o e e o e w00

Thanks be to my cousin, Lorothy Ureveling “obertson, who gave me so very nmuh meberial
preserved by her varents, among them a U nference program [rom which these names were
gleaned, photograchs, clipovings. Lorothy also accomeanied me on mony of my trips,
coried notes, proof read, etc.

“
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comments in 1907. "The League has only about 25 members, but they are "jewels". They
are nearly g1l faithful attendants at the prayer meeting services, the cunday bchool, and
and the sermons; so that if we could increase the lLeague numbers, we should thereiore
increase the spirituslity of thw whole church., Huving known my father quite well 1
know that he 4id try very hard to infuse the knowledge of the bible into their minds
and set an example for the sttendance upon church mabtters. but---the League broke
up. “hy? DBecause they married ome =nother, will #ale married itinnie Burke; Oscar
Yokley married Clara Halej; Claude Uhelton married Stella boore; Bethsnia ashby married
U, €. ‘hsher; John Foy married Mabel :bsher; doca Stbterfield married narvin ollis, etc.
What » Leaguel! {1 was told by lrs. “dnnie Hale that it vas they who financed the
cirenlar lMaltese cross windou.)
Since my kdn {elk were interested in chureh music and contributed their

small talents to the same I naturally h:ive had open ears about the church choir.
Heplacing the old pump organ in 1912 was a fine new organ. 1f co.ious correspondence
erncerning its ourchase which have be'n preserved is any indication to the care
lavished unon its deleotion it must have been very fine indeed. Claude Shelton
states that it was sup: lied with adr Iroﬁ a large bellows which was operated by a
vater vum which in turn "pushed the bellows up and down.™ Then the pump dropped
back inte ite eylinder while the water ran cut. 7The piston reached the bottom of
a eylinder and tricred a valve that arain turned the ater back under the piston
for enoﬁher shove w noainglthe bellows and thus up and down until the organist
shut off" the water"., This organ was dedicated on Fridsy evening, July 12, 1912,
by Viss Udnnie Haynes and Claudef@qgerson, g, L., a visiting orzanist.

'Because kdss Briges Prather vas still in collsge and sincs, idss vary Uraveling,

an sccomplished organist, was visiting her sister and brotggﬁ;u;;?;;ther and uncle,

she was nsked to be organisl until that time when Brisgs would bg home from school and
céuld become the resular church orranist. According.ﬁc the Ycarly bulletin, 1958,
"Misz Creveling had studied organ in Yew York “ity. when she played bach and beethoven
the ‘good saints' were not sure ab-ut this young lady's tlearning’ for she pl:yed

whot they called theatre music vwhile the stewards tooff u; collection. Sut there
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was one thing sure; the singing lethodists never drowned the organ out again." lidss
Prather, indidentally, did become organist. until she married and moved away. She
was & most beautiful and lbvely girl, by sll accounts, but she died young.

About the wmost interesting people, musically and otherwise, were the Woodroofes,
an knelish family of three brothers, mother, and sister. Yhe brothers started the
granite ouarry and the fourth brother was killed there. lthese brothers were very
talemted 2nd ~ccomplished musically. “hey lived in the big white frame house, now
an aspartment house, across from bhe ¥irst Baptist Church. Here, the the huge back
ragle roorj;they held their "musicals®.

In this room, ready to be played by ™Mr. George; whose lens were so short
thet they cruld barely reach the pedals, was a large pipe organ. Cellos, violss, and
violine seemed to aboumd sverywhere. 0u the walls were pictures of eninent musicizns,
and on the floor two great blg tiger skin rugs with big stuffed heads and zeping
mouths with ghining teeth HEEEh vere very ilascinabing to children like myself, who,
_ Like my broﬁzir fnd me, were taken ta these musicals by our parentg., And, incidentally,
I wmight add, ﬁlr;xever remember being bored. ®“aleldoscepes, stereoptic pictures,
misicnl instrumets, tiger heeds,"r. Ucorge with his cello, “Hr. “om” with his viola,
iy, Frank" with his violin, and old lirs. Yoodroffe hovering in the background keot
growmurs as vell as ch'ldren interested. *“he favorite accompmnist of the woodrofifes,
I mleht add tor, was my “unt drry Creveling who could show off, blay her Bach and
: Beethoven, and horse around with the woodroffe brof.h rs instead of helping my mother
attend to py pesky brother and me-:-her excuse for 2 prolonged visit down couth,

The Woodreofes played in our choir until one “unday, after they and the choiy
bad vorked very hard rreparing very specisl music, the new preacher memarked that
ginge the preacher had to bhave time to rreach he didn't want so much time to be taken
up in music, or something bt~ that effect. As a result, the woodroffes ncver again
playsd in Central Church, 4And the old %:’oodroﬁ‘e pipe organ in now in the "‘piscop’al

'Chueeh.,
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So it was, But before this little history comes to an snd let us not {orgebemeew-
the Suniay School picnies at tha hite Sulphuar Springs taken by way of the "dinky"
rallresd; the little three rcom house on Uixie ‘hich koused the wverilowing Lunday
Schooly Mrs. J. R, Faddison and her little "si~-ht Be-rers" and her story of the
14 tle airl vhe had a habit of sweeping divd under a rveg but quit--she had become a
Christiang the potebellied stove which heated the "annex"; ireachers +. il. Yo nscend,
T. I, Hneeoff, and the witty D. Vance Price who held so m#ny fwerals that when

was ashed 10 hold so many
somebody asked why he, somebody else replied, “uhy, don't you know? He't never lost
a case yebl", J. F. Kirk, w. H. Wwillis who stated (and he must heve) "visited every
Mgthodigt home in the city, including the homes of about one hundred not identified”
and whe listed these rmembers in a church revister, L. b. Hermifeisevsseece dnd don't
forget E. H. Kochtitely, the dedicated Sunday School superintendent of twenty five

ene of the winlers

years, and (Lo we) liss Katie Burke, hy untrained but dedicated Shildhcod sunday
Scherl teschers.

Now 1% is @ll yours. 0Qld ehurch records, ciuart.erly conference minutes,
minutes om {ile al Statesville, North Carolina, Yorth Larolina advocates (which L
have not consulbed) sre ready for the lo~king and consulting. Sub--what abeut your .
own Tersenal cominiscences? “ould you forget the camp at Kapps #ills that m
personality Mrs., d. L. <oltzs Yill #alc and his Junicr Ugpartment; Yesse Bamer and
his countine of Junday School moneys dhoten Hines, the ~hite Vhristmas venba viausj
Frs. Calvin Graves'! inimitable sigsion wtudy “lassi the good natured laughter of s,
A. B. “omervil¥e; Mrs. J. D. Jenking vho sang sopranc so lomg in the church choir;
organists P’xat'-::aret Ashby Sarger, Hell Folger Glenn, leslie iothrock Curry, Lorothy
Creveling loberdson; (for me and my brother, the ever welcomed and looked for monthly
stevards' me-ting when our daddy went to take the minutes and we did not have to "say
lesaons"); the long teeasurer's tenure of C. C. Creveling; I-v-h".—Geo. C. Grovest
handshakes YMr. Oscar Yokley, for so long the chairman of“the Scar: of Stewards;
returned missionaries Rev. and lrs. J. @, Franks Lo, and sipes, J. L. Paddison's

Uhrist in Gethsemane windovj M. J. H. Fhlger's Baracce Glass; the scattered Sundsy
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Sehool classes in the main awditorium (sanctuary) with J. Y, Minick's Bible
Class in the right amen cornmer; the Culpepper and Tom P, Jimison revivals with
their mourners' bench reinforced with the background music of "Rescue the Perishing",
"Almost Persuaded", and "Just as I am", Just remember your own,

Do not let your children be among those who remark in later life, "Now,
if only I had asked my father (mother) before he (she) died!" Write down those
tidbits here, now, right in this book. Perhaps this list of pastors can jog

your memories.

Zadok Paris 1936~ - M, Tarner Smathers

1900-1901 - 1937-1941 - Walter J. Miller

1902-1903 - F. L. Townsend

190k~ - T. E. Winecoff 1942-1946 - C. Newton Clark
1905-1906 - Je E. Abernethy 1947-1948 -~ Frank B. Jordan
1907-1908 - D. Vance Price 1949-1953 - A. C. Waggoner
1909-1910 - Jobn F, Kirk 1954~1956 - Walter L. Lanier
1911-191) - W. H. Willis 1957-1960 - Earl H. Brendall
1915-1918 - George D. Herman 1961-196l - Frank C. Smathers
1919-1920~ Walter B. West 1965-1968 - D, Edwin Bailey
1921-1924- H. K, Boyer 1 969-1970 - Horace C. McSwain
1925-1926 - W. A. Newell 1971-197k4 - Robert O. Ralls
1926~ - R. H. Daugherty 197k~ Horeee W. Tucker
1928~ - A, C, Gibbs F{rﬁ: g€

1929-1931 - ©C. S. Kirkpatrick
1332-13%5 - 9J. Thomas gum
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