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This little booklet is put together for the purpose of acquainting our members 
with some of our own Methodist beginnings in lF.JOunt Airy 1 and to preserve,{ some 
memories which are fast leaving us. 

It began in 1938 when the writer waa asked, in desperation, by the then pastor 
to get together some information on our Central Church for one of the local papers 
which was to run a series on Mount Airy churches. Two of the then old members 
of the church, both of whom were born when nold Lebanon" was still standing and 
in use on Lebanon Hill, were interviewed. This statement will serve as the footnote 
when I quote either in the narrative. Eternal gratitude to Mr. B. F. Sparger and 
to Mr. J. B. Fulton, both of whom were bmm in 1853. 

This "treatisett is not scholarly; some of it is undoubtedly erroneous-­
memories are not infallible--and fully authenticated material is rather hard to 
come by. Some of the late Mr. Leo ~umacker 1 s sources must be still available 
if one lmew where to run them down. 

It has been shocking to the writer to realize how soon comparatively recent 
events and mental pictures are distorted and forgotten. For example, running down 
such minor items as the species of trees lining the walk and drivew~ o! "Old 
Methodist", how far the gallery extended, how the front appeared, how tall the 
steeple was, has been nebulous as well as fascinating. 

Central Church p"pper is dealt with in onl:r its very early ;ears--maybe some 
day somebody will be interviewing you and me for our childhood impressions l 

No feelings will be hurt if any reader will correct any of the statements 
of this writer. There is also a space here and there for that purpose and for 
any NEW ¥JATERIAL, PLEASE. YOU, YOURSELF, ¥1RITE DOWN, preferably on these pages, 
YOUR OWN PERSONAL REMINISCENCES. Your children will appreciate them. 

If a dedication of such a feeble work is in order I would like to dedicate 
this little booklet to my parents, John David and Ida Creveling Yrinick, who, 
a1 though comparative latecomers (1899) tS the church at Mount Airy, none the less 
gave it their undying love and ever loyal active support. They always did hope 
that their children woul d 11 amount to something11 and I hope that this is a needed 
contribution of mine. 

Then, I would like to pay {ribute to my uncle and aunt, Clem G. and Anna K. 
Creveling, "latecomers" too, who, like rrt3' parents, gave Central Church their love 
and active support, and one of whom 11baby sat" with my cousin and me while rrry 
parents and her husband santf\ to the Lord, literally, in the church choir. 

Both my mother and ~Uncle Clem, Methodist preacher's children themselves, 
followed in the tradition of their great, great grandfather Thomas Bowman, an 
early Pennsylvania convert of, and ordained preacher by, Francis Asburyf who 
started it all in the first place. Thomas Bowman also sired a grandson,1 Bishop 
Thomas Bowman, who vias a telling force in the northern Methodist church in the 
eighties and nineties. ~~'~ 

My father also had bi~~hyri "fage; hi.s f athe~ was a 'Qus=\l].~s~an whQ :P,e;Ld ~ 
a "li~nse to exhort" ,,yJ w~ Hei'Pea. o Y<fCi'r't\Z:t:. ·t'he::.. \--1rst Mel hot\\S\ c~v,-ch ,.,, "'-3 ho~- \c4cr\ .. 

Many thanks to all of those people who gave me information, who 11proof 
read" ITI3" manuscript, who directed me to likely sources, and, in many cases, 
accompanied me there. 

Now, wil you ' please furnish some more of your own in these very pages? 

Ruth Minick 
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From Asbur,y's Journal by Clark, Potts, Vol I, p.371. Footnota· 
n·rhe Pittsylvania Circuit had been formed in 1776 embracing territory in 

Virginia and ~orth Carolina. In 1780 the Yadkin Circuit was formed from a part of 
the Pittsylvania. The Yadkin was \~Test of the New Hope Circuit and extended to tre 

Blue Ridge and southNard to the ~outh Carolina line," 
So, prior to 1837 when the North Carolina Conference was organized, our sectio 

v.ras a part of the Yadkin Circuit 'fllrhich embr .... ced all of western North Carolina 'Y!Irest 
of Guilford. Also, at tbe very beFinning the Yadkin Circuit l-Tas part of the .?itt­
sylvania (Virrtinia) Circuit. Both Pittsylvania and Yadkin were part of the Virginia 
Conference. r 

' ('" 
TIAR PR .. ;:ACHGR( "HOl-T are tbe preachers stationed ?rt) PRKc:;IbiNG "8LDP.R 1rrHITE COL. 
(Yadkin Circuit. Francis Asbury and Tbomas Coke bishops in charge. Virgi~a Conf.} 
1781 Andrew Yeargin 
1782 John Cooper, Enoch Matson, George Kimble 

(George Kimble might have been up t~way. See later reference.) 
1783 Henry Oeburn, \\Tilliam Cannon, Lemuel Green 
1734 Philip Bruce, John Baldwin (In 1784 Jesse Lee was traveling with Asbur.y.) 7 1785 Henry Binvham, Thomas vJilliamson 
1786 Robert J. Niller, John L~ason 
1787 w. Partridge, B. N1 Henry, J. Conner 517 20 
1788 Sihon Smith, Micaijah Tracy 500 19 
1789 Darnel Asbury, John M'Gee (Daniel Asbury at one ~t{lFe, 1793 is the 345 7 

. first mentioned, traveled with A~ bury: t;e is ~1to filLEt-. 
preached near Fancy Gap at one t~me--Just when d ~ kn~~j 

1790 \villiam £~ 'Dowell 296 8 
1791 Jesse Richardson, Daniel .Dean (Dat'li.el ·Dean also may have preached 401 25 

1792 
1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 

1802 
1803 
1804 

1005 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 

near fancy Gap.) 
Geo. r11 Ken.ney, Joseph Moore 
John Fore, John Ahair 
(Yadkil'l and Swanino(?)--Union Circuit which took in Lincoln County 
and territory iYl South Carolina formed.) 

Christopher s • .tvioor !ng, PembertorJ. Smith 
(See Christopher Hoorinf, and .Peter Doub) 

Henry Hill, Charles Ledbetter 
(States listed for first time) 

Hezekia~ Arnold, Samuel Rudder 
vJilliam Moss, Daniel Gossage 
1rJilliam Hess 
Tl~omas v"Jilkerson 
1\Tatbaniel lJalker, John Ellis 

(Salisbury District, Yadkin Circuit (?) Am not sure .we were on 
Yadkin Circuit). 

439 

702 

505 

645 
434 . 
434 
459 
459 

Daniel ·Asbury, t'lfiley Jones (This mi ~ ·ht have been tte year in which 409 
Daniel Asbury preached near Fancy. Gap.) 

William Ormond (Virvinia Conference first listed) 
James Patterson 
John Moore, James Boyd 

11m. Algood, John \rJeaver 
Josiah Philips 
John O,;ien. After 6 mos. P. Owen 
Joshua w. Kilpatrick, John French 
Gray lrJilliams, Thos. Neely 
John Lattimore, 1bomas M. Bacon 
Joel Burgess, Nathan Weedon 
Thomas Burge 
Robert Gilbraith, s. M, Gividend 

.... . ·~ ---
... ..... _....._ _ 

441 
437 

P. E. Alexamder NcCaine437 
(Asbury's Journal) 

(Now Salisbury District, Salis­
bury Circui;) 

405 
459 
495 
512 
622 
626 
340 
308 
335 

14 

12 

14 

34 
32 
32 
20 
20 

16 

16 
32 
40 

16 
26 
24 
29 
33 
42 
50 
49 
37 
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( 2) APPOTl\TTf~hTTS 
YEAR PR: ~ACF ~R 
IB!'fi Josiah Mortonj John c. Oweh 

PRESIDI!ITG 1~LD~R. ·WHI-TE COL 
33! 14. 

(It is n01•7 Virginia Conference, Yadkin .Uistrict, Salisbury Circuit.) 
181$ Thomas 1-fann, I!Jaddill Johnson T~~~"\ ~s 

(~-J"addill Johnson miga1i Eav· lib 1\i:tount Airy and vicinity's first 
circuit rider. See excerpt from Marquis ~~1 ood.' s diary.) 

1816 Bowen Rey~olds 
1817 Abraham Trail, Riciard B. Carson 
1818 Benjamin Stephens, Charles L. Cooley 
1819 James Reid, Archibald Robinson 

(James Reid, also spelled Reed, was stationed several times in this 
vicinity, sometimes as preacher, sometimes as presiding elder. 
ldas fatber of 1\Juma F.eid.) 

1820 Henry Alley 
1821 '·'filliam Harris 
1822 'fhacker f!u.ire 
1823 Jesse Lee 
1824 James Dunahay 
1825 Robert 'Plilkerson 
1826 Christopher 'Thomas, Benjamin 'Sd.ge 
1827 John c. Ballel-11 1111m. t-1. Abingdon 
1828 Geo. Stephens, v1!illiam M. Schoolfield, 

Geo. Grer.:ory 

I 
Peter Doub 
Peter Doub 
Peter Doub 

1829 John E. lrvatson, Thales f1' .Uonald, IvJiles Foy Peter Dout:> 
(Traditio, says that Peter Doub held a camp meeting at Laurel 

Bluff. It was in tf!is year that Peter Doub wrote in his diary, 
"Bro. ~f. Foy is but a boy". And was it under Peter Doub that the 
churches of Lebanon, l'1ount Hermon, Siloam, ~-~e ~lire! Bniff and 

Rockford were organized? The increase in membership is impressive 
and it was about that time when the first three churches mentioned 
were organized.) 

1830 Benjamin Kidd 
1831 s. D. Tompkins 
1832 C. P. Mooreman 

hoses Brock 
Ivioses Brock 

N9ses .Br~k 
Surry Circuit} 

1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 

(Virginia Conference, ~adkin District, 
J. "'I. Childs 

Thomas Barnum 
H. H. 'fippet t 
H. H. Tippett 

Henry D. l·J ood 
John 11\T. CLi.lds 

(L. Shumacker states that Henry Tippett held a meeting at the 

749 36 
670 33 
731 27 
705 31 

707 29 
·707 29 
717 6 
785 24 

1068 77 
1127 80 
ll58 87 
1363 103 
1427 114 

1538 112 

1600 110 
868 69 
459 57 

615? 55 
558 23 
624 36 
658 50 

~~ - ,~l.d Brgwer\~ri~~0camp e,r~un<J..Q LJon' t know ~vhen. See later notes.) 
1837--t,on,cn ~ -:> ft\\' . ~~en t:lotl\\T .. Pt"·t Cl'\ ~t:Dte t£\_;. 

Note: In the year 1837- the North Carolina Conference was organized. l\Tot until 
1838 were the first Conference Hinutes of the North Carolina Gonference 
published. 'fhen Yadki~ County had ~ot yet been taken from Uurr.y (1850) 
and we were part of the Salisbur.y District with the exception of the 
year 1843 when we were listed as part of the ~anville D~strict-~on't 

1837 
1837 

1838 
1839 

· kno"t-r why. Up until 1867 1~re were listed as the Surry Charge wl4-ch took in 
a lot of territor,y--Surry and Yadkin up until 1850. . 

Tne ye~r of appointments are also confusing; The diary of Marquis . 
Lafayette i•J.ood (in Duke University library) begins in 1858 so the appoint­
ments must have been for the year following. \4ood 1 s diary for ~rhich he ... 

uses a different book for each year shm.vs that he v.ras stationed at another 
charrre,in 1857 the year for which he was listed in the ~anutes. 

Thomas 1"1. SJ!arp 
(Here is James Reed again.) 

l\Iiles Foy Janes Reed 554 24 
~Tiles Fgz James Reed 553 23 

tnffe·s Foy was our first wel1-knovJ'n preacher. 1-le preached at Lebanon 
Hain Street Shurch, and was present at the corner~";~-;-te laying at Central.} 

James Reed 703 48 
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>' :-·. ~ L PRE.A.CHER PRE:> I DING ELDER 
1840 John H. :t-icintosh Peter 

0
oub 

1841 William Turner Peter Doub 
1842 William Turner Peter Doub 

V\THITE COL. 
561 17 
565 . 25 
626 30 

1843 John B. Corn Peter Doub 375 37 
(Is this when Peter Doub requested to be sent back on the circuit so 

that he could nstudy moreH? . \·~as this the time of the camp meetings?) 
1844 William S. Colson Joseph Goodman 390 33 
1845 A. Owen J. Goodman 375 30 
1846 Solomon Helsabeck Sydney Bumpass 353 23 
1847 D. H. D~vis Sidney D. Bumpass 350 24 
1848 James L. Fisher 1-Jilliam Carter 500 25 
1849 J. M. Fulton William Carter 385 13 
1850 John II. Gunn William Carter 438 10 

(Here ~e have the Nethodist Episcopal Church, ~· The Civil \.Jar is brewing. 
Also, Yadkin is separated from Surry.) 

1851 J. 11.. Gunn \':illiam Barringer 396 
1852 Andrew J. ToiP~ine William Carter 300 
1853 1~i.lliam Harris Peter OPub- 371 
1854 John N. Gunn Nathan H. D. idlson 433 
1855 tT. C. Thomas William Barringer 533 
1856 Simeon D. Peeler William Barringer 366 
1857 Marquis 1. \'Jood Numa F • .Reid 326. 
1858, l~.;:~s ~· ~ _ . ,1 Numa F: .,Reid 363 

3 
9 

12 
25 
20 

0 
23 
28 

~,"iood old Marqu1s Wood. He kept a d1ary!;;- On Non. \ JY.tar. 8, 1858 he writes: 
II Spent the day principally talking about building a church in Hount Airy. Finally 

a while before night we succeeded i .n rna king a start in raising the money. . • . . . • " 
Marquis was stationed on a circuit--Lebanon (which was considered "out in the 
country"),Hount Herman, Siloam, ·Dobson, Lata jl rH:l!ff, etc.) Now, a HC\v el=r1:1reh. 

In that year too, It:r. Wood conducted the funeral of "Ellen Victoria Allred, 
deceased, little daughter of }furphy h.llr9d 11

• Little Ellen is buried in the Old 
Methodist church yard which might make 6er the first or among the first buried 
there. There is a discrepency in the ~.eath date of ~iood 1 s diary and the' tombstone. 
Probabl~~~ towr.~t2§e was erected later--there were many childre~in those days. 
N Her~;tne ~fue Ridge Hission ic; fi:Pst mentiof!cd which is credited to Father 

eedham, a supply preacher. Salem Church was organized here. The appointment is 
"to be suppliedr~'· --I·robably by Father Needham or Jesse Roberts, another supply preach 
1859 _..1saac W. 1~vent William H. B bbitt 368 26 
1860 James T. Smoot 1N'illiam H. Bobbitt 399 1 
1861 (No report. The Civil l\·ar begins.) 
1862 William /' .• Smith 
1863 (to be supplied) 
1864 (to be supplied) 
1865 (No minutes received.) 

The Civil t·{ar ends • 

G. T. Wyche 

G. T. v:yche 

1866 R. T. H. Stevenshon willia.m Closs 390 15 
1867 Narquis L. hood William Closs 410 45 

(T>is is the first time that the name "hount ];.iry St.a.tion" appea.rs. It is 
now l'~ount Airy Station.} 

1868 (l\Jo Minutes received) 
1869 Marquis L. vvood H. J. Hutson 
1870 S. D. Peeler ~ J:1. L. hood 
1871 J. F. Heitman ~. d. L. vvood 

(T his is the last time the colored people 
1872 J. F. Heitman 
1873 s. l: . Davis 
1874 S. H. Dflvis 
1875 s. M. Davis 
1876 James Willson 
l8J7 ames Jnli 1 1 son 

are counted. ) 
N. L. Wood 
l~l . L. ~Jood 

D. R. Bruton 
D. R. Brluton 
D. R. Bruton 
D :R :erutoR 

269 
205 

228 
241 
258 
270 
274 
304 

Duke University. 

1 
3 
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YEAR PREACHER PRESIDING ELDER NQ. }JIEM. 
1878 tTames ·Willson R. Gi Barrett 320 
1879 James Willson R. G. Barrett 331 
1880 N. E. Coltraine R. G. Barrett 320 
1881 G. vJ. CB.llahan R. d~ Barrett 331 
1882 G. W. Calla.han - James Willson L. L. Hendren 345 
1883 11. IL· Moore L. 1. Hendren 375 
1884 H. H. Hoore L. L. Hendren 357 
1885 . vv. H. Townsend R. I . vdllis 360 
1886 . J. B. Hurley R. A. W~llis 164 
1887 J. B. Hurley B. R. Hall 211 

(There is now a 11 Nount AiryDistrict". Under the p8storate of RP.v. Hurley, 
according t ·o the late ~~ir. B~ F. Sparger, the first \'~loman 1 s I·lissionary Society 

in Mount Airy was organized.) 
1888 G. F. Smith B. R. 
1889 J. E. Gay R. M. 
1890 J. E. Gay R. M. 
1891 J. E. Gay R. M. 
1892 H ... M. Blair . R. N. 
1893 H. M. Blair W. R. 

(lvfr. Blair begins to talk up a new church. ) 

Hall 
Hoyle 
Hoyle 
Hoyle 
Hoyle 
Barnett 

1894 A. P. ~ Tl\~f · W. R. Barnett 
(The cornerston for Central is laid, and some people are disgruntled.) 

1895 W. R. Barnett H. H. .blair 
1896 VII. R. Barnett H. H. Dlair 
1897 H. K. Bover H. M. Bla.ir 
1898 H. K. Boyer H. H. .blair 
1899 H. K. Boyer J. J. V'vrenn 
1900 Z. Paris J. J. 1t.renn 

234 
225 
292 
343 
380 
412 

412 

384 
388 
365 
382 
324 
350 

These minutes were taken from the copies at Junaluska. They have not been 
double checked. 

; .... 
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F:. .A·'TCIS A BUR.Y 
August 20, 1745 - l:larch 31, 1816 

Ride he did, Bishop Francis Asbury, tbe "First Circuit Rider", the " ·Prophet:, 

of the Long Road", the "Founder of American Fethodism11 --by chaise and horseback, 
tle-er 

over Indian and b&f'£ J o trails, good roaJs and bad; hills and hollol:rs, mountains 

and pl ains. Over a period of forty-five years, fro;r~ 1 771 t,o 1816, nisJ-.op Asbury 

covered 265,000 miles. Be sa1-: I·iethodism grovJ from six preachers and 600 members 

to 700 preacl:ers and 200~000 members. And t !. is l;e accomplished by askin§l· nott.ing 

of l:is preachers ·:.rtict he would not ask of himself; and by his unshakable i)elief 

in t t e system of itineracy • 

.f1-nd ride ;~ishop Asbury did throuvh our OH n r'lat-J(~r Cap in the years 17Bq, 1790, 

and 1792. 

JJisho;.) Asbury 1·1as a missionary sent out from ·~n-.~land to t t e cc,lonies by Jol'l..n 

~ 'esley, the founder of ri.ethodism. Asbury, a man of the common people , understood 

the rouph t-.rays of t Le pioneers in tte :·,.Tcr,r ··. orld. ~,rherr~ as , :·3sley, a brilliant men of 

letters, antar,onized t l em. .:~ sbury ~·ra s ~ :"11e to keep t he frie,dsLip of t he Pmerican 

colonists at tl ··e t i me of t:he Lrnerican Re"1olut1.on 1rl-.en Bri tisl e rs were not exactly 

-vrelcomed, eveYl il1 tree f 2ce of aYl inflmnator~r letter to tlle colonies by John Wesley. 

- 1 · · ' A Y'ct\ '~o.o · · · ' 1 d · b d · cl 7 
.- tl d · t · .. -· · · ··~ es ey a~eu. a'1. ~ a.eea~al:ten l.n Jn~: an ; '' S ury ~er a !' ;€ ·1o 1s 1n Vl.rf:?J.m.a. 



FRJ HCIS ;',SBURY (continued) - 2 -

On Asbury's journeys up end down the l~tlentic seacoc?.st and into thP new lands 

be~rond the ~~ppalc. chians, _·.sbury rode, sometimes alone, sometimes with one or more 
1 

of his pr8achers--thos e early circuit riders. Luckily, l: sbury kept a Journal. ;~-

It is not always possible to follow the exact route of ; ,sbury ir; his journeys, but 

one can almost pinpoint them--eV8n in some instnnces loc~te the primitive houses 

in which he spent the night--if he was lucky enough to find a house. 

~sbury organized the Holston Conference which was comprised of southwest 

Virginia and northee.st Tennessee. Down near Clemmons, North Carolina, in what is 

now Forsyth County, lived Et. men named HcKnight at \\rhose house the first conferences 

of this section were held. On / .. sbury' s trPvels from e. church on Bridle Creek near 
\ f1Ge t>et\~ ence. 2 
~fib !:lle, Virginia to McKnight 1 s at Clenunons)*" /:.sbury trc.veled by wc.y of Flower 

Gap and perhaps by way of Elk Spur. 

Flower Gap is not Low Gap he. ha s been erronously ~.1~_3 It is c gap--little 

more than a trr~il now RS it "'r~. s in !.sbury' s t:i)ne--just on the eest side of Sugar 

Loe,f mountain in Carroll County, Virginia--a e;ap between Piperts Gap and Ff!,ncy Gap. 

Flower Gap Primitive Baptist Church, founded 1841, faces Flower Gap as it sits on 

the road which connects CenP., Virginia. 2..nd Piper's Ge.p. It is logical to deduce 

that i.sbury l eft his church on Bridle Creek, crossed Flower Gap, followed n branch 

of Stewart 1 s ( Stua.rt' s) Creek a s it ran into ·the I rarat, down the J.rar.at through 

SiloP..m, N. C. where the :.rar~t runs into the Yadkin and where a. strong tradition of 

;~sbury 1 s visit persists, on down the Yadkin to Clemmons to EcKnight 's. This route 

from Flower Gt?. p to Clemmons is c.lmost 11As the crow flies 11 • 

Elk Spur is little more than e trail just east of Fancy Gap. 

1 
~~ "The Journal e.nd Letters of Frc-.ncis / .sbury" edited by Clark, Potts, and Pe.yton. 

'J:· ·: ngdon Press, Ne,shville, Tenn. 1958 
2 

* The location of- McKnight~ s home a na chapel has never been e.xe.ctly ascertc-.ined. 
MeKnight is buried in the churchyPrd of Sharon Methodist Church near Lewisville, N. C. 
(Forsyth County). His old crude tombstone has been lovingly encased in a more sub­
stantia l one. The inscription r·e~.ds: 11 In memory of George He Knight Senu (S enior) 
born ,July 8, 1765. Departed this life Harch 22, 1847. He lived 81 years, 8 monts, 
and 14 days. In youth he joined the Hethod (Methodists) then me.ryed got sofkt 
(sophisticated) joined the MorPfen (Mornvians) then moved to Stoks hRd preaching 
in his aon house". 
3 

~(- Footnotes. Cl? rk~ etc·. UJournr.l e.nd Letters" 

( 
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FRL.NCIS i • .SBURY ( continu;:;d) 

On one of th.:;so trips, in 1790, l}.sbury he.d with him a preacher named -~ihatcoat; 

on another, in 1758, a pr,;achor named vJaro. Both ~{arc 1 s ~nd Lsbury' s accounts 

arc given below. W2r0 is undoubtedly in orror as to tho year 1789 because during 
1 

thnt y ,3C!r ;~s bury did i10t come through Flower Gap.~- He came to tho conference 

from South Carolina. Thoro "our brothcrn from tho w.::stw~rd met us ns we h2d 

weighty matt8rs to consider" • . ~sbur.y's 1788 account coincides with W~ro 1 s 

description. Memories ere fallible ns this writer hns rroviously learned in the 

prepAr2.tion 9f this p2por. Tho following account is taken from 11Lifo and Tr:?vels 

of Rev . Thom0s \'Jr>.re by Himself". PublishQd 1840. 
,, ., 

11In tho spring of 1789 (1788) Bishop J .. sbury visited my circuit and took me 
1.-.rith him to North C['rolina. From Now River to tho ilowor Gnp, a dist~ncb not 
oxnctly ·r~m . .:;mborod, w..; gr~dur1lly- nsccndod til we rcnch,; d the summit of the Blue 
Ridge, on tho border of North CDrolina. Who'll we c.rri vod hJro, I 1t1as on chanted, 
and should have spont hours in survoying the scono bolo"r, had I been alone; but 
it was all fc.nd.li - r to Bishop : .. sbury, who L .rrnodiatoly clismountod and bognn to 
dosc . .::nd tho mou.ntnin. I, of course, · ::_st follow him, which I did with t:'. sublimity 
of feoling that I c~anot describe. From this lofty eminence you soc the world 
spread out boloVJ you, _,Jxtondod in one co·,'1tinuod grove, . 0xccpting h..:;rG and there 
8 spot, until vision is lost in thu bluo OX?~nso vJhich limits its powers. u 

(ii.sbury 1oT['.S iD Ionncssc ~'1:. tho dC'.to below, so 1rff're is in error hero too.) 
"Our conforoncu "V-J:'.S hold this yo ~r nt McKnight's church, c ommoncing on tho 

11th of ~~pril. It vJc:.s ono of th.:; most int0rosting confer2ncGs I had attended. 
Great, gront gr~cc rostod on both preachers <::nd pco})li..:, ,3~d much g ::,od resulted. 
There wos much t-:;ador solicitude felt P.nd expressed on ~ccount of Nr. Hcsloy •...• " 

Hero is : .. sbury 1 s .~ccuunt of tho sRm.:: trip through Flower Grr;>. 

"Suhday, !by 18, 17.38. ;Rode to r chnpol no2.r NO'toT River, whcro I prcnched on 
'How boe1utiful upon the mountnins e1ro tho foot 1 , etc. !..ftor C<!ting e. mors;:;l, 1..ro 
hasted OYl our Hay to Gideon Farris 1 s. 1~ twenty milo s' ride through the mount<::ins 
brought us to our lod~ings for tho night at Fr~ncis Kincannon's noar · the Flower 
Gap." (Footnote fr9m Cl.':'r;k: Enroute to North Carolina l1sbury seems to have 
followed a southoPst.orn course .~long tho south fork of the Holston, 1-Jh.)rO Isnec 
Smith lived, from .: .. sponv:illc to ~·lower Gnp. • . • • . . • Tho 'ch{\pol no Dr New Ri vor 11 

was probnbly on Bridle Crook. Ho probcbly 1 Ptu ·his morsel' with Enoch Osborne 
who lived on BriC:~o Crook, nnd in whoso homo i .. sbury sG~yod on later occasions.~ 

1 -·--·------- ---------
~i- Tho writor c~mo to this conclusion indopcmliontly, as it happened. Then, upon 
further follo~rup, it w2s found thAt Cl~rk, otc. hnd como to tho s2mc conclusion. 
The footnote is from 11 Journn:'J . . ,.,, Vol. I, p. 595: 11Tbis Conference included tho 
Holston preachers. Th -~mus 'trl:1re says thc.t .. · .. sbury pes sod through his N.Jw Riv0r 
Circuit and thet ho accompanied tho bishop by i.·rr.y of the Elowor Gap .•• but since 
1~sbury c.:1mc from South Carolina this is Pn obvious orror. ~·i.sbury came throu~_.h 
Holston in 1708 .1! 
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Now for 17 90----~~ 
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FRA~CIS ASBURY ( continued) 

nr1onday May 31, 1790. Rode to New River". (Footnote: (Clark, etc. ) 
According to'Whatcoat, they stayed at Michael Lee's on New River and passed through 
Flower Gap to North Carolina) •.••• nforty-five or fifty miles; here I saw John ' 
Tunnell, very low. 

"Tuesday, June i, 1790. I rode about forty-five miles to Armstrong's, and 
next day about four o'clock reached McKnight's on the Yadkin River, in Nort~aro: ­
lina. (Footnote: Asbur.y and Whatcoat rode up Cripple Creek to Ar.mstrong' ~near . 
the Fl~~er Gap. George McKnight lived a mile and half west of Clemmonsville, the 
present Clemmons in Yadkin, now Forsyth County, near the Yadkin River.) 

Now in 1792---

11Wednesday, March 21, 1792. We started for Holston." (Footnote: The party 
started from the Yadkin in North Carolina to the Holston country by the way of the 
Flower Gap •••• ) After riding about fifteen miles, we stopped for food, and a woman 
directed us along the new way over the Elk Spur." 

The above is interest~g. Asbury just might have taken the woman's advice 

and gone over tre Elk Spur.~~ Asbury goes on to say: "We found ourselves in a 

wilderness. The weather was very cold and the night coming on. We were at a loss 

what to do. Whilst we were wishfully looking about us, to our great satisfaction 

we discovered a house. It was clean and comfortable, and we were well entertained." . ( 

Asbury in his journeys had som!J rather hair-raisinr experiences. Sometimes 

he was lost; sometimes he heard the howling of wolves; he encountered fierce storms; , 

he did not always have a place to sleep; sometimes he did not have food for r~s 

~orse; sometimes he slept in one-roomed cabins with the large families and the 

vermin. But sometimes .he did have comfortable quarters; several times he slept in 

the Salem Tavern in Winston-Salem. But neithor deprivation nor comfort de~erred 

him from arduous work in the furthering of Methodism. 

1 .. 
~t Asbury's writings and footnotes are taken from Clnrk' s, etc. "Journal •• n 

" ~:t 
(

;~~ o reach the Elk Spur, one takes the Bear Trail Road just on the west side of 
·n chard Gap a~d Ward's Gap in Carroll County. He turns off to the right at the 

~'Crooked Oak ~1oravian Church and follows a narrow roCJd up the· mountain.. (See later 
record from the Mo? vians. )~ \ .A \:::::=.\ (, ':" ~~ rl· l[ h..... +-" 

\ J ~-~ v4q. a.\.~o -Rei'r€ ~e e',. \- \ «S ~r~t'" ~s-e ~ 4~ t\t I w,\R{l~ c 
\.,?"~ ~ )-,Y1-f "'ost t..\ttt\

1 
v.;-i.\1' !olll\'1 Pa..u \; C t-ee~ 1 o.. ·1-T-i'b,~ \,o.~1 o.Y S\ u c.. rl-s , (1.. \ o 117 Q 

Uv't 'h' e" \Ni"t'~ '\ y-().j"~d \ 0.1\~ 1 b ! t.'t"t\t'S ~ \) 1b I (A~ .w' \\to. fi) A t""lt'\~ r-C~j 
. , ·1 cr ( 17 <>~ r.. ""\ ,,.., _~tl , --es De.ChV'~ _l_ '-' . A~hur, 'f'\"\v.sl ~fkV"E. 

/ ""\ 'a'\ f 0 I o -..) __,, ,Q I 0 ., ' ~- U 
. .sT~ed ;·n 0\~ ~ov:s~ o~ c""'e er;;;., -+~es&!! m~f\,. 
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EARLY CIRCUIT RIDERS 

Bishop Asbury did not organize Lobanon Church, Mount Air,y's first ~kthodist 

church--he couldn't have; he had been dead for at least ten years--but he undoubted~ 

Spawned a breed of circuit .riders, some of whom must have brought their· anthueiasm 

up this way. 

At the time of Asbur,y 1 s .travels through this section, Mount Ai~r and vicinity 

was known as "The Hollows"--thc "hollows" between the Blue Ridge and _the "ridges", 
A\-thcv't\, H~ef'1!! was (L s fl"\Gt\\ ~e\ \e ~enT ~-~ 

(Chestnut Ridge, Slate Mountain, etc.). ~twas a section visited mai.nly by hunters, 

a region of scattered cabi~s. Probably no early circuit rider visited this section 

until the early .l800 1 s. ~o, Isaac Rollins and George ·Kimball, W3re credited by 
. ·1v "'·~ ~ \J~ '\\\s w~ 

two local sourcesAbut thy writer has been unable to find aQY documented proof. 

Isaac Rollins was the first preacher in charge of the Pittsylvrnic:l (Virginia) 

Circuit of which we were a part, it is true. However, the region of this circuit 

was so vast and our part of it so "undeveloped" t.bat no circuit rider, .. no matter 

how dedicated and industrious, could have covered it thoroughly. And Iscwc Rollins 

was neither dedicated nor industrious. He was just plain sor~. He died in 1783; 

and if one wants Bishop Asbu~'s opinion of Isaac Rollins, he just has to read 
1 -

Asbur,y's entry of August 5, 1783.~ 
:1 

The othor early prGPchcr, according to the late Leo Shumake~*- was a R.ev. 

George Kimble. But other than having been assigned to this circuit in 1782 when 

the region wns unsettled the writer has been able to find no proof that he visited 

in our immediBte vicinity. 

»: .. 
t Liberty is tnkGn ~~oting a nGwspaper article on local churches written for 

.d Nount Airy Times bY'/\eo Shumnker. This writer wrote to Mr. Shumaker for the 
smurce of some of his information but rec(ji vcd no reply. Sj,'nce tfle u, M1 , .Shamtlkcr 
he~ lie8 . I surmise that much of it is tradition gathered from local people. Bu~ 
s.ome of it is erroneous, people 1 s memories being what they are. Tor·dat<3 the writer 
gas not bGon Able to authenticate any of trds m3terial, although, in a case o two, 

viae rice points that way. 

~· rl o..y--\{ « J 0 \) (" na.\ ' y e \ . 'I. (:> . 4 "" i 
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CIRC~fT ~DERS (conti~~~4) 

,, · ·. ".:- ~. : .._,:;.r"v; ,; ., > .,:? .".::~ ·c :r:_· • . ;r .... ~ : ~}: . .:.r;-:;, -~ : : 
The nicest unexpected gem of information comes from Marquis Wood in his diary 

of Feb. · 3, 1858: 

11 Sunday, 7 ...... 
~.( 

Me:t up with-;. old Bro. Hicks 1111ho I saw at a camp meeting on 

the Blue Ridge ~ussion in 1856. Bro. Hicks is a ' local preBcher on the Surr,y Cir­

cuit. He told me that he was converted under th~ preaching of ·Waddle Johnson, 
:· 

the first Methodist preacher that came through this country. He said that he had 

often heard of· the Methodist preachers, and had always heard them represented as 

false prohpets. But when they came in reach he was determined to go to hear them 

and accordingly when Rev. Johnson preached in some five or six miles of him he was 

present, and under conviction, before going to hear him, and had tho horrors of 

hell so depicted and the beauties of heaven so portrayed thet he could hold out 

no longer and fell as a dead man thinking h0 was going to di8. l~t~r passing a 

few dAys between hope and fear while lying upon his bed of rest, meditating upon 

his condition, and the mercy .of God, the Lord caused glndness to fill his soul 

and joy to spring up in his heart." 

Mr. Wood says that th0n Brother Hicks 'tvas licensed to preach. And if Brothor 

Hicks was an old man in 1858, he must have been converted i.n the early 1800's. His 

description sounds like t ose given in those days, So, Waddle Johnson might well 

have been our first l~thodist preacher. J~nd, indeed, in the list of assigned 

preachers to the Salisbur,y Circuit of wrich we wore a part, a Weddill Johnson was 

·=t 1815 appoint tee. 
' ~1'4tqv•s la~~ette tu~lfJ 

Now to Peter Doub, James' Needham, ~- 1'1iles Foy,_ · and some others of our early 
1t 

~ircuit riders to whom we owe so much. 

;t.t:. 
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PETER DOUB 

March 12;-r79~August 24, 1869 

Peter Doub was born in what is now Forsyth County in 1796. His parents, Eve 

and John, were of German o~gin and belonged to the Dutch Reformed Church. They 

were converted to Methodism by Andrew Yeafgin who was the .first assigned preacher 

of the Yadkin Circuit. John became a local preacher and he and Eve organized a 

church of six to eight members in their home. 

At a camp meeting in 1802, John and Eve's youngest son, }?eter, was "awakened"; 
'J pch etC..t.GS\Otl . 

in 1817 he was "convertedn and licensed to preach. ()Be t i me when Peter was criticized 
• ,J • • 

for preaching too short sermons ( t!!! ~! ~ ~ t) he \ replied_\that he had .;told all he knew 
a ~4.\\«J"' yreQ..Cl'\-et 1 C\.t'\C:.\0(>\e.r 'S. ~oonn~. 

and did not want to repeat .. hitnselt\. "'".Hi:B . erii;i~ thenhtold him to "read more, study 
o. ~c.v, w\\\ l>t ~e lo ~re ~n o ~. · 

more, and pray more~ . This Peter must have taken to heart because we are told that 

his longest sermon was four hours and fifteen minutest 

Then, being earnest and striving to please we are told from Fitzgerald's"CameoA" 

(Southern Methodist, 1885): 11 His presiding elder, John Early (afterwards bishop), 

took him in hand. 'Doub, you have sense and you know how to preach' .,. said he, 'but 

your sermons are too long, you wear the people out. You are like a· man looking up a 

river, who turns as if to fish in ever.y little creek or branch that runs into the 

main stream. Keep to the main channel. You need not tell all you know in one sermon. 

(Doub) 'I had a way', he says' when I came to a place in preaching where there was a 

temptation to turn aside, of mentally whispering to myself,' 1 There must be fish up 

that stream but I must not go after them111 

Peter was statibned in the Yadkin District (from Orange to Patrick west) in 

1826-1829. He afterwards declared that these years were the happiest of his life. 

In four years he conducted 50 camp meetings, 144 quarterly conferences. During the 

four years, 2,738 persons were converted at meetings he held in person; 7000 were 

converted in the district. 

Tradition has it that one of these camp meetings was reld at the crossroads at 

Toast. If so, Peter must have had a big hand in the growth and establishment of 

Methodism in Surry County. · 

Peter was. a mnn of imposing presence and booming voioe. He became just about 
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PETER DOUB (continue,d) 

the most prominent preacher of N0 rth Carolina and was awarded the Doctor of Divinity 

degree from Trinity College where he taught for a time. 

In 1869 Peter Doub died. Perhaps the following account characterizes him: 11 Tell 

my brethiren of the Conference", said he to Dr. Fletcher Reid the day before he died," 

that if I am alive, I am working my W$Y to the skies; if I am dead, I am alive." 

Some of Peter's kinfolk in Forsyth County near Pffaftown have lovingly restored . 
\ 'hete. 

the old Doub cemetery'!\ Peter, though, is buried in Greensboro. 

(From a handwritten manuscript written by A. H. Merritt for his Pittsboro (N. C.) 

Junday Schoql~ Qlass~ M.r. ~erritt gave some pithy observations which are interesting.) 
'rh·~ ~Y\~«"'t' t> "'' ~\)~\~~ J 

PETER OOUB 

"For more than half a centu.ry Peter Daub was an important factor in Methodism 
j n North Carolina. He was torn in what is now Forsyth County, and was the youngest 
:Jf nine . children. His father was a German, his mother a Swiss. He was converted and 
jcined the church in 1817, and entered the Conference at Norfolk in 1818, and Wood is 
responsible for the declaration that 'when he joined the conference he had never seen 
An Er.glish grammar. 

~'In his youth he was extremely timid. He thought the first effort at preaching 
a rr1o;::t d5.smal failure. He was terribly humiliated, passed a miserable night and but ( 
for the enc~ragement of the Rev. Mr. Cannon he would have given up preaching and 
returned to ~farm. ~1ng the flz st ;year of hie mi nistxy t:Rero was complaint 
t~ h' rt. Christo · · ~to '~ead more, 

•' . . 
•••••• 0 ••••• " 

to he became a great 
ears that one sermQn was 

cn~~~~~~l~a~scrt~e~d~f~~ he~~apd Jafteen 

11 Dr. Doub had a large and muscular frame and was a man of imposing presence. 
HJ s mind was capacious and his memor.y retentive. He read a great deal, never forgot 
~~.the read, and it was always at his command. He became a very learned .theologian 
()~:. was a master of polemic theology, and delighted in doctrinal discourses. Seven 
,,~e s he was a member of the general conference, but he never took an active part in 
in~ proceedings; and so at the annu~l s~ate conferences was always silent and quiet, 

,ll_~ rarely expressed an opinion. I fact he was no organizer, no leader of the . 
'1·h~·~.ght and action of men. The pulpit wa_s his forte. 

Dr. Doub sometimes attempted wit and humor, but in this he was a failure. He 
~ &~ unseemly habit of throwing his head back and drawing in a long breath and . 
r~u\~ it out with a puff when he said anything he considered ~ Srrtart' • For example: 
~~ haalgiven an exortation to men guilty of certain crimes, when he suddenly. turned 

\ ,f)l <l.t\ auditor and exclaimed, 'Now didn't I riddle them, Brother J.\.iddle.' Then 
~~J1o~:ed an au~ble inspiration and expiration. !' , 

11WrJile si-ting at meal in the house of Mr. Aaron Hendren he turned to a girl 
~t h1; side and said, 'Honey, will you pass me the hone?' JP~~~ame the tilt of his 
~~tr1 the sniff and explosion as much as to say, 'That is ~rnt~ '. The drollery and 
not the wit made it amusing. But th~s is but a speck on R great luminary and not 
~~ ·)rtby t o be mentioned in the midst of so many qualities that W8re great and good. · · 

' be peacefully 'fell on sleep' at Greensboro on the 24th of August 1869 --­
fr: ~s ctying message to his companion in the gospel was 1 Tell the ·brethren of the Con..:. 
f .:;~Gnce, if I am living I am. working my way to tr e skies; if I . am de ad, I am living. r n 

j 
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J iUJiES NEED HAN 

James Necd~.~l1fl , 1·J....,s a supply pre -chcr; h __ e never joined the lionfer£nce. One of 

. . . e:lct ~ . . ~5 
the 1nndows 1n Ccntr~l Hethod1st Church ~ dedicated to him o.nd readf: urn memory 

of James Needham, seventy-ei ght D.Ild ~ half ye c::trs in the ministry." The;, inscription 

on the ndjr·ining p:mcl originally r ead: "Jc-.Jnes Needhpm, 1799-1899". 

James Needhrun, circuit rider, su;;ply preacher, Has a preacher "extraordinaire''• 

Probably no minister in North 0arolina was more rt..m.:rrkable 
r 

more widely belov~d. 

~Vhen he died in 1899, just 55 days short of his one hundredth birthday, a flood of 

newspaper articles ax1d a series of pamphlets o.ppeared ~raising his char:::.cter c:md 

lamenting his p assing. 

James Needh.?m was born in liandolph ""ounty l11ny 26, 1799 of devout lvlethodist 

pRrents. V~hen he was four or five his parents started out for Ohio but, because of 

_illness, were detained at a llome ne::.r the Laurel bluff Cotton lVlills and there stayed 

for s c'?"oral years b efore they moved back to Randolph County. There James Needham 

( ~ra.s c0nverted--and he al1.v-ays emphe.sized that he was '1converted11 -in S_eptember 1820. 

l 

In 1842 he moved near ~ilot ~kuntain in Surry Uounty. 

£ather Needham, as he was affectionally known, served the Methodist churches 

of this section as sup~cly preacher until his death on A:rril 1, 1899. His sermons 

were characterized by their earnestness. "His language was pure and he made no 
l 

strange performanc es in the pulpit"·f.i- His prayers became m:i rr:tr.lF.-~: he prayed for 

sick people and they got vJell; he prClyed for the grief stricken and they became 

joyful; he prayed for rain and it rained. At the age of 98 he attracted statewide 

attention ~hen he assisted Rev. H. K. beyer and his own pastor and co-worker, Rev. 

J. P. Rodgers, in a revJ_val at Central vhurch. At the <J ~e of 99 he preached to 

a congregation of 1500 to 2000 at the annual Conference in 'V-.Jinston. 

On April 1, ·1899, just three weeks after his last sermon, J:!'"'ather Needham died 

of 11 la grippe" ('flu) and uas buried at New liope Ghurch near Ararat, N. v 

---·-- --- -
~*" Almrst all the fccts herein are taken from a. parnpl1le t written by Rev. J. P. 

Rodgers, nLife of rtev. James Needham". Surry .1:-'rinting .tiouse. Pilot lvlountain, 1899 
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· -~xcerpts from ~~Life of J.Alvm.s NEEDHl-11'111 --B.odgers 

"In his e:lrly life , Father Needham went to his church eariy one :Sabbath. He 
took a seat on a root under a large tree. No one else had come, and it was entire"­
ly still abr.ut him. Suddenly ·a voice said to him, 1Get up from there 1 • ::>tartled, 
he quickly arose. Hf: looked all around for the speakdr, but saw no one. Then he 
cast his eyes up the tree. At that moment a large limb broke off and fell upon 
the very spot wher e he had sat.~' 

"Surely, God n.ever bo1.red his ear lower to hear the ·prayer of any of earth 1 s 
saints th~n he did to hear Father Needham's. He prayed for mourners and they 
ceased to mourn, were comforted :.:tnd praised God. He prayed for the sick and 
suffering and their diseases v-tore stayed and their health was speedily restored. 
He prayed for rain, with a sky as clear and rainless as that above .t;;lijah on 
Carmel, and in an hour :thv thirsty earth was drinking t :1e-. descending rain. He 
prayed with and for his family evening and morning and they all became Christians 
in answer to his pr ayers. 

nHis son Jesse was · very sick with feve.r. The doctor had given up the case. 
He became very much disturbed about his call to preach. · He thought he w;: s going 
to die and was alarmed about the condition of his soul. He asked his father to 
pray for him. After c} most earnest nnd powerful prayer., hope revived and :h~ began 
at once to recover and rapidly improved from that hour. 

!lA grPnd r:laught c:: r r s husb ~=md, Rev. JeSS8 Ashburn of the Primitive Baptist 
Church, was very sick and pis skilled physician said that patients in his condition 
always died. _ He s ent for ather Needham cmd three JTlinistcrs. .Prayer was offered 
at night. Before day the suffering man c~llcd up the rrea.chers to ;:..ray for him. 
~Jhtle they VJeru on their kneGs the pains left him. He c;ot up that morning, ate 

( his breal<-fast and w.~lk ed tJ.bout to the surprise of his physician and others. 

"In 1881 P.. meeting to pray for r?in was !lppointed at New Hope \jhurch. After 
the opening services, F'nthcr Needhem made some remarks. At this time in the ser­
vice some of the doubters looked about for signs of rain, but saw none. tie called 
the con~regn.tion to prayer nnd asked all to kneel. · · No pro.yer in a long life of _ 
prayer w2s offered in gre~ter earnestness. Before the congregation arose from its 
knees, it thundered. He o.rose and told the people to hurry to their homes, or 
they would be c au[Sht in th8 rain. A good rain cam~ and some \vero not yet o.t their 
homes when it beg an to f 2.11.~~ 

"During the month of .r·ebrUq_ry, 1898, he .:md his pastor assisted H.ev. H. K. 
Boyer, the pastor of J.Vlt. Airy Station, in r evival services. The 1v1t. Airy corres­
pondent to the ~lilmington 8t2r writes: 'ltev. James NeE:dham, of burry County, a 
loc nl minister of the lVicthodist Church, preached a gruat s c:; rmon from Acts 17 :)0 
to a le.rge congregation in C..:entr.1.l Nethodist Church here today. Brother Needham 
Hill be 99 ye n.rs old on· NP_y 26th, and has been a miniGter of tho gosr.::·el for more 
th1.n seventy-five y~:ars, h[l.ving preached to five goner D.tions. He is one of the 
most remarkable men in this country. Physically hE-: i3 qui t c active for one of his 
age, and his mcnt.<J.l ·f aculties are cle.:-rr and v_-igorous. rlo is here attending n 
revival meeting, ;md is lovE:;d and honored by every on·:: he knows. lie is indeed a 
father in Isr~el, and in listening to him one nlmost imagines tha.t he is hec:..ring 
a voice from the r.:rcat beyond."' 

(At thE: end of t he pam~hlet are short tributes from Solomon Helsabeck, J. T. 
wry (lVJt. Air y c.~1itor), ~~. s. Creasy, H. M. Biair, and others.) 

This incident is Hell known in Surry County. 1'he story also gocs that as 
\ Father Needh~ st~~ted home , somebody called him to hurry that he would get wet. 
_ ~'ather Neeclh.Jm r eplied, "I prayed for the r ain ; ncvr I uill t ck e it! i i 

' Jf.' -n,ls tr-re \s; S<Md \ 0 \.e ~\\ s. \~.-..\:", ii> {k \;~ ~n...J ~ ~ew 1\ove- 11<1 ~o.l\si f\..vy-e)... aT ·A rtl-!1 tJ. ( __ 
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MILES" FOY 

May 21, 1811 ~ garch .lO, 1895 

A dedicatory window in the old Central Methodist Church; Mount Airy, N. C. 

read: '1 Miles Foy, 60 years an ambassador . for Christ. Born May 21, 1811.. lJied 
' ' . . ~Jts < 

March 10, 189511 • T)ius Rev. Foy was twelve years younger than Father Needham. 

Miles Foy had the distinction of meeting with the great Peter Doub. Peter 

was a good preacher but he certainly was not much of a fact giver in his diary--

if you could call it such.~(- .· But he once made this notation: the punctuati~n ·is 

Peter's. The time is 1829 but Peter, as usual, does not state where. It ·could 

have been near here since we were part of the Salisbury Circuit. 

"On Salisbury Circuit there were 3 camp meetings at the lst there were 33 • 
• ;, .... ., ---- - ...... - ._..,t-. ..... ..,.._ 

tho 2. 70 and at tho 3. 75 converts. B:grd;ber I. II. Hats on is a--uery ggoQ maa, toler-

&ely good prc&~cbrsr, BQ has be-en much afflicted OYOR nigh unto doa.th. ' Bro. M. Foy 
... 

''-is but a boy. OR:: tfii~ ci1 cui t Bz other Wl.lliam N. AB!ngd:on Died in tl'J.e tr1umph 

Brother ~lilos Foy for ·sure was but a boy when he joined the conference in 

1829. He was licensed t o preach the same year in which Peter Daub made his obser-

vation. Here he tells it in his own way: 

"The lst of Jan. 1829 I was licensed to preach by the Quarterly Conference 
the Trent Circuit so called Jones. I was lst to reflect upon the subject of the 
work of grace. What would have been my condition without it and how responsible 
I should be of entering into the sacred ministry when I saw that it was an absorb~ . 
ing subject fior life. I left my father's house with a heart full of sorrow at 

parting with my kindred and home, but with a firm conviction that it was my duty to 
~0 . I felt cheered ·with the prospect that at so early an age as 17 I might become 
_ useful man and persuade thousands to repent of th~ir sins. With these impressions 
L mounted my horse and moved off for Lynchburg, Va. where the Virginia vonference 
··or the year 1829 was held. I was there received on trial in the class with Bishop 
D. S. Dogget and 13 others by that venerable and good man .Bishop McKendree. Was 
sent to the Salisbury Circuit including at that time a part of seven counties. The 
·; ·.crk commenced at Mt. Olive near Mocksville in Davidson County. 1f- 2 

, 
J . 

,.- Peter Doub papers in the manuscript room of the library of j,Juke University. 
Peter Doub tells very little. 'l'he writings begin in 1829 and end Dec. 24, 1834. 
Ho docs e short sketch of his life, notes a few minutes of meetings he has >ttended, 
he does not say where, then goes on about sermon notes. 
2 

-;~ Miles· Foy was a very strict Sabbath observer. One of his granddaughters recalls 
tha t be would not let her play with a much prized doll on SundaysT-s~e always held 
it against him. 
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MILES FOY (continued) 

Being...,a momber · Gf tho' Coilferenco (VLrginia·:at that time--Salisbury Circuit) 

( Miles Foy was moved around quite a bit. Ever,y now and then his health would give 

way and he would "locate 11 sometimes in Mount Airy where he eventually retired. On 

the si.de he would practice medicine although he was not a licensed physician. This 

could have been a necessity--Rnothcr job--; his fAmily recalls that he once stated 

he once preached a whole year for one pair of socks. What character he must needs 

have had to preach in conditions against those which an early circuit rider must 

have encountered. 

Dr. (this was evj.dently the way by wbich he was addressed) Foy and his "rife 

are buried in the Old Methodist Cemetery down on 0outh ~~in Street. 

From the ~onference Minutes of 1895----

Miles Fay, son of Enoch and Annapolis Foy, was born in Jones County, N. c. 
May 21, . 18llj and died at Mount Airy, March 10, 1895. He was converted 'July 16, 
1826, in the town of Trenton, Jones County, _N. c.; licensed t o preach on Trent Cir­
cuit Jan. 1, 1829, and joined the Virginia ~onference at ~nchburg, Virginia the 
same year. He was sent to Bonds and Islands in 1830, where he witnessed the co!fver­
sion of two hundred souls;was on Bedford Circuit in 1831; Bath in 1832; Greenville 
in 1833-34; Neuse in 1835. Failing health compelled him t c locate til 183~, where 
he joined the conference again at Greensboro. In 1844 he was transferred to the 
Holston Conference and traveled the Marion Circuit. In 1845-47 he was at Broad 
Street Church, Knoxville, Tenn. on Jonesboro, Greenville, and Fayetteville Circuits. 
In 1860 he again located on account of failing health. In 1868 he reentered the 
traveling co'1nection and traveled jUexander Circuit, North Carolina. He was on 
Jonesville Circuit 1870-71; Wilkef sboro 1872-73; Hyde 1874-75; Cabarrus, 1877-78; 
Stanley 1879; Pilot Mountain Mission 1880, which ended his traveling experience. 
He was three times married; first, to Miss Martha D. Hawks; second, to Miss Meekie 
A. Graves, mother of four of his children (three still living), third to Mrs. Selina 
Nelson, who died leaving one son. We thus see that Brother Foy preached over a 
broad field--in North Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee. None of his co-laborers 
in tho North Carolina Conference lived so long after entering the ministry. He was 
eight years in the Virginia ~onference before the North Carolina ~onference was 
created in 1837, and fifteen years in the Methodist Episcopal Crurch before the 
division of that church in 1844. Ver,y few of the present members of the North Car­
olina Conference · wer~ born when Miles Foy rode from Pollocksville, N. C. to Lynch­
burg, Va. (on horseback) to enter upon his life work as a classmate of D. S. Doggett, 

.---· 
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NARQUIS LJ~i...YETTE WOOD 

October 23' 1829 - November 25, 1893 

Marquis Lafayette Wood loved people and people loved him. And he must have 

loved Mount !ur,y• 

Dr. ~load--Rutherford College ponferred an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 

upon him in 1884~-was three times in Mourit l~r.y: in 1858~59 when he was twenty-nine 

and on his 'second appointmentt .in 1868 as pastor}' and in 1870~74 as presiding elder. 
. ~,1k!aT : . · .e~r~ 

Luckily, he kept a diary ~t which our church history for its
11

seventy five years 

or so would have bo3n even moro meager, practically noh-exist&nt. In his dia~ Dr. 

Wood would insert priceless i terns about the town and its people as well as i terns of · 

church interest. Dr. Wood was a bAchelor when he first cam~ to Mount Airy; he marriel 

for the first time from Mount iliry; from r1ount Airy he sailed as missionary 'to China 

where his wife died; his second wife died in Mount Airy; and he courted from Mount 

Air.y in 1874. His was the first preacher's n~me which came to Mr. Sparger's (b.l853) 

mind when tho writer interviewed him in 1938. M8rquis Wood must have been quite 

a g'P.~· . 

Briefly, Dr. Wood was ·born October 23, 1829 in Randolph County, was ordained 

in 1857; was missionary to Cbina for ten years; was president. of Trinity College 

for one year (he didn't like it); held appointments for the rest of the time. He 
·\" 

died on November 25, 1893 lamenting the fact that "everybody would get an appointment~ 

but him. And, like Asbury, he prea?hed throe weeks before his death sitting in a 

chair. 

Here are two interesting. and revealing quotations .. tr:~ken from the handwritten 

obituary found in . t.}?.
1
e rtJournal 1890-l893" in Duke University. 

I 

'"Dr. Wood and wife, in company with Rev. Young J. l'illen sailed from New York 
to China December 17, 1859. They went in no ric~: . J .7r furl'lished modern steamer, but in 
a sailing vessel. They were seven months on tht=: _;.rage, rounding the C!lpe of Good 
Hope" ( ?) " l~ccording to Dr. "•llen' s · statement .:. •••••• The drinking water in the oak~n 
casks go,t 'so ' low ' that it was black as ink, and the biscuits were mouldy an~1 worm­
eat€:~ • . . They were. weeks and weeks w~en they were out of sight of land and every sight 
of le.nd .and every .~ign of J:luman ex~ste,nce escept themselves. '!'hey landed :iq._ , .. 
Sh~nghai July 13, 186Q. : .~ 

· 11Dr. Wood was 'like a father ~o · the yourigor preachers. H8 laid broad anJ deep .. •. 
foundati ons· on which we are now building. He labored and we have ente r ed into the 
fruits of his l abors .••. His preaching was such as everybody coul~l understand, and 
his style of expression such that people would remember his sayings and speak of 
them in after days. H8nce it will t ake the light of judgment day to reveal all 
the influence of his tcaching.n 

l 
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\;{.ILLIAN CART:::~R D. D. 
(Merri ttr~~muscript )-

tiilliam Carter was U')On the Ha1:! River Circuit in 1837. He was a Virginian 
and a doctor of medicine. He was the first preacher I recollect ever to have seen. 
lrJhen he 1·ras on the circuit I was only five years old. It was a hot summer day. I 
was on a pallet sick. Hother told me that the man standing over me was a preacher 
and a doctor and that his name was Carter. fhere was no parsonage in those days 
and the oreacher boarded around. He br.ou•:ltt his family~,--: wife, and two or three 

. ... ~('f'(\Q;\\l] ·i2(i 
children, to our house where they Jt~'IIta!imd for two or three weeks. Then they would 
take their carryall and move to another stopping place. More than a score of years 
passed and I Has thrmm ·\ii. th Dr. Carter againe,...JI~qlf\Se,Pft prepossessing m appearance 
but he was a cl :;ver reasoner, and a thoroug):-1~y e·var±giea'l preacher. He -vras a strong 
man. He went back to Virginia where he died at an acivanced age. 

tfl.LLIA!-~ CLOSS 
(:r<rerri t t Ea'TiUSC'ript) 

He 1.Jas born in Virginia in 1809, entered Conference in 1833 a ·t, Petersburg, 
and died at .Jhfield, N. C. in 1882, and lvcts buried at denderson. 

He was the stationed preacher of t his church in 1835, and again in 18h5-46, 
having served in the ministry for forty nine years--aged 73. 

For all the se years he served the church faithfully on circuits, stat ions, and 
districts. He rose to the dignity of a Doctor of ilivinity. He had a vigorous body 
and a strong intellect. His sermons were clear, pointed and incisive. He had a 
keen sense of the ridiculous, and keen and ready at repartee, and many are the jokes 
and incidents that are related of him. He had a peculiar twang or dra;:~~Tl in his 
voice that gave zest to his droll and witty remarks. 

It v12s at the close of his pastorate in ~Jittsboro and at this altar that he 
made the memorable prayer: "0 Lord, send this people a preacher that they will like 
better than they do us." (A hearty amen was heard from the southeast corner of the 
church.) 11 and we do humbly beseech thee, 0 Lord, to send us to a people that ue 
sh2ll like better than 1,ve do this people. 11 

. His definition of scalawag has been often quoted. In giving evidence before 
a court he used the word UscBlawagn, and vJas asked by the lawyer to define it. The 
...J rompt and drav.fling reply was: 11A 1 scalawag' is one who says thcxt a negro is as good 
.?.she is 11 , (and this with a blurt), nand tells the truthJ11 

Dr. Closs was fond of coffee, and hnvlng passed his cup to be filled for 
::1bout the fifth time, the lady of the house r emarked: n6ro. Closs, you must be 
.1~ ;Jnd of oo.f:feoV. nr t t\l'ould seem so, madam, that I am willing to drink so much 
~ r ::1ter to get a· little coffee". 

He and M._~ 1 brother '· l:l?Qe~n Closs tnught schoo:}. in the Academy between '4.5 and 
1 )0. Morgan ~1 in love~ -v;ith ¥Jiss ~cy NcGee (who afterwards marrj_ed T. M. Jones, 
J. D.). She lived with her uhcle, H. H. Yeargin, where Dick Ramsey now lives. 
Judge Nash was working in Yeargin 1 s tailor shop, and got the credit of Lrealri.ng 
off the mC'tch, and 110ld Billy", as the boys called him, took up tho cudgel for 
}1ore·an nnd accused Nash of lying--brought the m2t.tc.r h.e.fore the Masonic Lodge. 
Hash 1-ms. o~lHl-.; rat.nil e.ud "Dlrl Ri.lly~ w.ns fnrtous. 
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J AJvlES REID 

(M2rritt ~~nuscript) 

James Reid vrcs born in Caswell County in 179.5; Joined Conference in 1815, 8nd 
died at Greensboro in 1872· ••.••••• He hnd n gentle sDirit and a musical voice and ( 
was greatly lovod. His son, Numa F. Roid, D. D. ~as ono of the finest preachers 
the state has produced. His grandson, Fr0nk L. Reid, D. D. WF S for years editor 
of the Raleigh Advocate and president of Gro8nsboro Female College. 

nUncle 'Jimmy" was a v;.;,ry cautious man--··. --too cautious to take 
sides on even very important questions. "VJhoL ~erving on a committee at conference 
on ~ very knotty trial, he spoko with oqual fo.;.·ce. a~1d earnestness on both sides, 
wound up 1~ith tho novJ pro,;orbial expression, 11Lot us meko a report th.~t is"clonr 
and explicit. -''?ut entirely non-corrnnittod". In the dark days of reconstruc ·~ lcl'). he 
was 11non-cdflrn:li.ttod11 • He was on neither side and yet on both. Ho accepted the 
pos~tion of Supt. of Public Instruction as a Re~ublican, and thus gcve offense to 
many of his friends. But no doubt ho would have accepted the same position as 
Democrat. 

SIDNEY D • BU1-'IP ASS 
(Merritt-Manuscript) , . . 

Sidney D. E~~;; was born in Person County in 1808, joined the ConfGronce 
at Petersb~rg, Virginia in 181?, cied at Salisbury in 1851, and was buried at 
Greensboro. Ho was stationed preacher in Pittsboro in 1840-41, and in Raleigh 
in 1842-43. On both th3 charges he did mo~t f~ithful work, and his ministry was 
particular~ly succ~ssful in Raleigh whore fl~ conducted a great revival in which 
many were corivcrtod, nnd a hundred and fifty joined the Ncthodist Church during ( 
the year. This put N...:: thodism in a high position in the capitel of our state. 
His most excellent ·t-.rifo, Mrs. Frances Bumpass, 1f-l survived .him for many years, 
and his son, Rev. R. F. Bumpass, is now tho presiding older of tho Wilmington 
District. 

Capt. hamscy &:iv .: s this incident: 11 I cP.n nov.:;r, nover forget Sidney D. Bum­
pass. One Sunl ay my brother ?.nd Cooper Poe wont skating. .I joined thorn later. 
By somo moans, 'rr';y blessed mother found it out, Rnd eftor talking the matter over 
~nth me, she advised me to go and sec ~~. Bumpnss and toll him all about it. I 
did . so. This con.fcssion did mo good and I was fully impressed with the boliof 
that Mr. Bumpass was a Christian, pure and spotloss, and I have never changed my 
opinion of him. n 

(Tho following is from tho biogra~hy of Rov. H. P. Waugh in manuscript · in the 
Duke Un:hr, .. rsi ty libr?.ry.) 

"I look upo'1 s. D. Bumpass ·as ono .of tho most holy men I over know. While 
he was presiding older on tho Salisbury district a short time before his death 
he preached at a camp mo 3ting ncar Wilkesboro, and speaking of the wickedness of 
tho country ho said ho saw tho devil the night before in the. town of· Wilkesboro 
and that he hnd 1..."Jyos as big as a pewter plate. I · don't know that he ovor did 
explain ox~ctly what h;; meant." 

------ ··----- ·-- --·-· ---·-- · ----· ----··-----
1 

~(- Tho Bumpass pap:3rs wri tton by :t-'1rs. Bumpass ere in the basement of the 
library of University of North C~rolina. Thoy disappoin~ly skip the period 
in which he was on this district. ~ 
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uncovered. In fact, ~·iothodism in western North Carolina, up until 1780, is extremely 

vague. v.Jlwt th,Jre was of us: .'t~~Jas part of tho Pittsylvania Circuit of the Virginia 
1 . \ d . 

Confercnco. ?:· ']}hen ln 1780 tho Yadkin Circuit \orhich 't;~r t all of North Carolina 

wJst of Guilford 1-ras organized. Andrew Yeargin 1v-as the first preacher in che1rge. 

This was in .l1.sbury 1 s time. 
2 

One time Lndrow Yoargin was holding a mooting. But let Plyler~~ toll it: 

!!The preacher closed a 1,;arm and moving sermon vJi th a fervent exhortation that lod 

J1i:tr: in tho midst of tho congregation. In tho enthusiasm of the appoal he laid his 

lt;:r/l_ on tho head of an old man and said, 1Hy friend, don't you want to go to heaven?' 

~Jhr-::~c:up on, the str~.ngor v-rith much 8mphasis replied, 1lv:Ian, for God's sake go off and 

l ::;~;:-o'3 ~iiG alone; I don 1 t li vc about hero. I com8 from c:.1way up in the mountains. 1 11 

''3cforo Lobnnon, tho first It:::thodist Church in those parts, was built, in all 

p:'Jb.::.:.bility Methodism was nourish~:;d in tho individual homos of membors and in camp 

" :~: .. ;.~·t·.j_lJgs. Potor Doub stated that tho first camp mooting was hold in his father's 

) -r:n-l (Forsyth Gounty) in 1802 with Bishop Whntcoat in charge. However, Plyler says 

Ruv 'flnoub -vn::ts in error--that tho camp mooting 1rfBS held ot R: .:: hoboth Church in 

-. ·· ~~ .ln County as cDrly as 1794; but ho docs add thut tho first camp meeting was 

.. . .- :_()nbtodly hold in western North Caroli ,a. 

·so that as it may there is no doubt that camp meetings flourished in the 

:,· -. ~ ·j'(~~(.:r s all during tho 1800 1 s and in some places today. They wero pc-.rt of that 

·.·· .--:·:~od of sou thorn history known as the 11 Gro[:t Holigious Rovi val n. 

~ ~~ Ltl-d ~ ~ rV1 () 
~1 ·rom 3 mn uscript by L .• H. Merritt (Lather or Hr. Cullen, Ed.~Hrs. Sparger, ate.) 
Hritton for the Pittsboro Church. Ho says thnt "in the year 1776 tho 'Carolina 
Circuit' -vu.1s f ormed. It ombrDcod a region of indefinite extent--all th0 country 
Routh of tho Virginia lino ..... is gon0rally considered tho date at which Mcth­
crli sm livas introduc.Jd into North Carolina, but it is quite certain that some 1vork 
~~:.>d bcoi1 done in tho state by Methodist preachers previous to this date. 11 

-. ~ Plyler, I:Inrion T. ;:md Alva lftJ. 11Ivl0n of -tho Burning Heart". Raleigh, 1918 
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CONFERENCES, ETC. (c·ntinuod) ~ _ \• 

· l\ i~ . 1)e-r\~ 'berween evih'r~nn a.t"~ lhe q~\h~~'"'\ d~ <:ro~ tlf6 
F?.milies 

. ~p'fl'1h 
or~te ~o. 

likbd ~o · camp ~f.-eer the "eruru; hacl--'boen J aid h;y "--Lugust WAS a fav-

N~y'bo thoy W()Uld como for the day; · mnybo they would stay for a week or 

ton days. In cny cDso 3 sholtcr was built--a brush ~rbor in the early days; in tho 

latter a moro pcrm~mont shelter. 

Several sermons a dey would be preached by ns many different preachers. 

Roligious fervor uas in noisy ovidonco--in singing, in shouting~ in "visionsn, in 
1 

the "shakos" • .>,~ Peoplo w0ro extremely preoccupied with the subject of death and 

do~thbod scones woro told and rctcld. 

1 ~\~ 
-* The folloHing tv.ro stories woro favorites which~ Hrs. H. W. Thomas used to toll 
about meetings Rt t.rJhich h0r fe1th::r was tho "song loader". Hor father livod in tho 
Kapps Hill community. 

Dinner on the grounds was being sorvod. Two t0on ogcd boys spied a luscious 
swoot pot~to pio in ono of tho covered wag:-.ns. Hurriodly stuffing one into oPch 
of thoir b-soms they w0nt into mooting. Tbo pronchor then got up with this admon­
ition: 111.-fuosocvcr hidoth his sins in his bosom shr1ll bo dmnmod! 11 

·rhc boys perked up their oars. 
"\ihosoovor hi loth his sins in his bosom shall bo dammed~" 
l!!{ov.r how" th~ boys wondorcd, 11 d.id th2t th0ro proRchor know that we h2d those 

1 te\tor nics in our shirt fronts?" 
Tho preacher went on to exhort, 111·lhosoovor hidcth his sins in his bosom sh?ll 

bo dammed l'' 
"If that man 11 , ono of tho boys oxcl~imod," mentions that 'tator pic ~gain I 

am just a-coin' to let him h(lVG itl" 
"1~osocvor hijoth his sins in his bosom shall be dammed!" tho pr0achor thundered. 
Who roup on, th . .- boy roached into his srirt bosom, took out that potnto pic, 

slammed it full into the prec.:chor's f:1co r.md cried, "Now, take it, damm you, and 
quit talking about it!tt 

lit anothor timo, a Methodist mooting vJ"Cls being hold in tho front room p~rlor 
of Q house. Everybody bocamo GXhiloratod, shouted, sang pr :::: isos. Tho lady of tho 
house got bosido herself. She flung horsclf across ono of tho bods and cried out, 
"0h, Lord, take mo to hJr.~vcn! Oh Lor:i, t2ko me to henvcn!" Uhcroupon tho husband, 
tired, woary, flung himsolf Clcross one of thu bods Pnd oxclaimod, 11 \f/oll, ~' 1'11'0 __ ...,. __ _ 

don't have to g:-; tonight, d.o wo?" 

( 

' ( 
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COi\TI~'"~RE\TCES, c~r.-(continued) 

l~t tho so meotings, too, not only r.Jligion was taken care of, but courting, 

news ga-th.~;rinc e·1.J disponsing, and general good followship. Even our own Rev. 
1 

tre1veled all the 1rvCJY to 1\fytheville to attend one. But, 

after you h!"'v;::; f:inishod this 2ccount, draw your own conclusions. 'l,he latter co~9le 

got 

\;\[. Prath::; r' [\l1d l\/~iss l\.-Jb0CC3 B;Jnner st .. nrted to a C2mp mooting in -ltJythe County. irJ-3 

reached th,) top of tho Blue Ridge uo th;.; .ti'c:ncy Gap about an hour after dark. 

11~Jo spont. t.h:J night. wtth Ivir .. Ivlitchnllu(Hitchell's Hotel 1r1hich used to be on 

t.hc loft just boforo one r2ach0s the Pnrkvray bridge u~ 0n Fancy Gap) "who li vos on 

-ti.F : top of tho mountain. Ca09ed by the side of Cripple Creek. 1rJent on to 1:Iythevi1lc-

·:,hen ho went on to describe 2 camp mooting 'fr.rhich was evidently at ".Salem, 1858. 
2 

lunrtcrly conference was hold at 8 o'clock. Bro. Avent ~r 

2 
Barringer ~{- proached at 11, at 3 Bro, fWsh. a..t ~6JjDt., 

;; ·:-:-

nTues. 31 Snlorn. Bro. l;~ho.:~Jnr prcnt:;J! cu:l 2t 8 o1 clock. Bro. Reid at 11, 

tl'I'hurs :::lay 2. Our CDmp me _;tine· "closod tJ1i s morning. It .resulted . in tho ~onver-

::' ·_ ;~' 1 of about 5q souls--28 wJ-. i tc, 3 colored. 11 

. ·. ~"~o Shuonn~cr in his chur~~ a~\1t ~~~~\!,~~~!) 11
Cl}e of the pastors of 

.. _; '-· -c.::_m;::; ·vJDS uho R.:3v. J.
1cmry lrppettAwho dld mos·c of hls work at the Old Slate t ~~0..·1) . . • 

· ain C2mp Gro1L.YJ.d, . thr~ milos. east of i-:iount Liry. Tt is ground was in use until 
_ . .Mouor~c~ .. ei:u·~~ _ : . 
l\t. \')JlL(I)• s Wl th.A(olllhu:J Noorc nnd ::.olomon Gr;cvcs RS 

3
rcrular w=shipors, 

W.flhc Rev. P:::t.or Doub and tho Rev. James Hoed-~~ wore thG other pioneer minis-

;.::, :;~"-c ~ ~.:1::.- ~.ttend.::; c~ this camp meeting and cun::.tuctod oth0rs at the crossroccls between 

---· ------··----~--- -·-------------·-- ·----- ---------- ---------
l·~.rt~· ~J.Eis L. t~oocl diary. I~IanJ.script. Duko University • . , 

-· .. ~-;._, .. _, C0nferenco appointments. 
') 
~ 

-:.~ :·:·>_:7. Doub 1fJ2S 

[-le:c:r:_~1 in 1853. 
presid:J_nc: elder in tho Surry district from 1840 to 1843, and 
Rev. James Rood was presidinG older in 1838 and 1839. 
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CON:i?.:J:RE1\TCES, ~'l·J• (c ~mtinucd) 

Mount i'J.ry ['lnd L."'uroi Bluff in this community now known ns ToAst. OthGr mooting 

places were nt Onk Grov~ nnd ~nlom which tod~ aro tho locations of strong 

Methodist churches. tt 

Mr. B. F. S-? argor tolls .:1 b:Jut th0 c~mp meetings which used to be sot up 

across the ro:;d from Snlem Church. They lnstcd from ten days to two wc;f.ks; and 

ther0, Mr. Sp~rgor said, "town and country used to moot.'' i~••comroon "9lank" (?) 

wns sot up, bods wore fixed, and the floors covered with str~w. 

Another favorite camp mooting place, }~. Sp~rgor sAid, wns ~t tho White 

Sulphur S··)rings. Tho preachers stood on tho slope just above where the springs 

arc now. (Tho springs were l~tcr moved fr0m their original place to whore they 

arc at present.) Tho persons within daily riding distance spent thG day and took 

dinner. Service w2s in tho nftornoon. ·· ---- -··· ·:~ ... 

The lnto 1"1rs. Heg Moore- Penn stated thnt camp moetings used to be hold on 

tho old L ..... banon Church grounds. 

But whorcver those camp meetings wore hold, sufficG it to say, a 11 good time 

,. 

( 
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~ LBBANON 1830(?) - 1860 / ... -----... ,_ 

\ 
,/--~ 

The floo plan of-·L;b-anori ""•-· . - --···-·' -·· .. - ~ 
might have b n like t ·s one 
copied from the 11 Shurch ~cord, 
Iredell Co. ----
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About all that is known ·about 110ld Lebanon" is that nothing much is lmown. 

About all that is certain is that Lebanon was a church; tl;iat it did stand 

on Lebanon Hill,(North Main Street, Mount Airy),near the vicinity of the water 

J 

tanks; that it Has a part of a circuit; that it W9S .. served mu~h Of t ,he t;i_me bJ\ \. \ ) 
' (t\t~ S~·\l·ra~r 5~1\S i\ Wt\S ~ ... \ ~ c»111d "~~ bten f'~1\l'<"tD over 

local supply preachers; that it t-J"as a frame churc:t:r-at least in its latter days";!\'' 

,that it had extensive wooded church grounds; that it served both white and col-

ored; and that it vvas abandoned around. 1860. ~ . 
· e +, ().. t»>l 

110ld Leb [cnon 11 1-fas founded probably in the ~l8JQ_r s_ and was the oldest Metho-

dist Church in this section. 
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L~BANON 

(Sone of the following items about "Old Lebanon" are facts,; some are the result 
of "putting two and t-vm together". 'l'he writer is indebted to the late 1v1r. B. F. 
Sparger and the late Hr. Joe B • .l!'ulton, both born in 1853, and both possessers of 
childhood memories of Lebanon, for first hand information.) 

About the time of the founding of Lebanon lihurch on Lebanon Hill, 1v1ount Airy, 

two denominations were prominent in this section: the Baptists, (derisively called 

baptism), who were in the 11 anabaptists" because they did not believe in infant 
I . 

"~~ J~ f,O OJ . 1 ~ ~o C~1'11e \~ \1 '1 ~-· 
Quakers,· ~s;"Q~ 'bhe ~s} 

\~-«. ·(7110 AJ 

~m-@~p:i~=IfH~ey::&~Ity, were concentrated in Westf~el~ . .!§ t ~p.nly a.JJ ~ the 
\,Vf hu nol e.,i\~\~\e.& o.. C"\J\':ch 

section as early as ~' and the lviethodists.?~ The 

Wachovia Moravians had traveled through this section,. up ;,l[apQ.s G-a]:!, and on into 
,~·t\he\r loon·~-.\... . 

Carro7 1 a,rl PaLP.iclc cowtllies. These lViorP-vians had mentioned the Baptist~ but not 

until 1835 did there seem to be mention of the lVfethodists. 
2 

Nov. 11, 1835~:- n..L'or several ye(Jrs one of our neighbor members, Br. Van Neman 
Zevelly, has visited from tim~ to time the mountain region of south"V~rest Virginia-­
about 50 miles from here--in order to distribute tracts and to give spiritual en-
~ouragement to the people who are for the most part devoid of religious instruction 
and only occasionally do they hear a sermon or other spiritual discourse when 
someone comes into the region. ~here is no regular school of religious instruction. 
Brother Zevelly 1s encouragement and exhortation were generally received with much 
eagerness and gratitude, and he Has each time earnestly entreated to repeat his 
visits and to persuade other Brethren to visit and to preach to them. Cl'hey de­
clared that they did not want anything to do with the Methodists and anabaptists 
because they were always insisting that one find church membership exclusively in 
their respective denominations and they reviled each other mutually--wherefore they 
noticed with astonishment and joy how Br. Z. urged them to give themselves to the 
Savior and to be built up in .His word but in no ways to think that exclusivenes:s­
in any one organization in and for itself could help them to persuade thGm to 
bec0me 110r'avians but lovers of the bavior and children of liod.) 11 

(Isn't the la:Jt a great indictment'?) 

Circuit riders had · certainly been busy since the early 1800's but their activi-
I 

ties (except for the allusion to Waddle Johnson by }larouis Wood) are obscure. 
1 

i(- ...,.A~f-te_r_d,.....ilig;ent search this informAtion by Mr. Shumaker goes unconfirmed~ 
uJ.".Lethodist archives show ministers of that faith visited the area as early as 

l776 ....• 0nc pastor mentioned, the rlev. George Kimball, preach~d throughout this 
area as early as 1782 ... 
2 -

-~- Fries, Adela.ide L. anduir;hts, J.Joue;las L. Hecords of ths Nor~vians in North 
Carolina. State Derqrtmc-:nt of Archives and history. Raleigh, 1954. Vol. 8, p.4145 

Later the Noravians established in .tetrick County on the it~ards .Jap rl.oad (near 
Asbury's :C;}k Spu.r), three missions Hhich became t' . ~-1iRg churches, CrookGd Oak, 
Hillow Hill, and J:lount Bethel. 
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LEBANON (CONTINUED) 

Circuit riders spawned revivals, and revivals spawn~ the building of churches. 

There seamed to have broken out in Surry County in the late 1820ts and early JOts 

a rash of Methodist churches, among . them·· Lebanon., New Hope, Rockford, .Siloam, and 

Mount Hermon, a beautiful ch\irch in a gorgeous .. setting which, ex.cept for its brick 
. . . . '. .: 

veneer, inside· and out could be put back. ,into the nineteenth c~ntu~y. qne imagin~s 

that Lebanon, on its hill~· could have resemembled Mou~t H~~mon on its hill. 

Just when Lebanon Church was built, nobody really knows. It is generally 

agreed that lebanon Church was the first in this in:medi~te vicinity~-- As of this 

date, the writer has been unable to find any rec,ord of a deed.*l Neither has any 
' ~ . . 

written reference to Lebanon prior to Marquis Wood's diary of +858. been discovered. 

On July 7, 1869 Rev. Wood made this interesting notation: "Mrs. Elizabeth Sawyer 

died-she was 67 and had been a member of the church ~or 40 years." Sixty-nine 

minus forty gives twenty-nine •. Geperal .opinion for some ttme has been that Lebanon 

was founded in the·' 1820's-so perhaps thirty years was a normal life span of a 

wooden church. 
.:· -

1 ..Just who implemented the building of L.ebanon :i Jll£21 does anybody know. Might. 

:tt haV'e been Peter Doub who preached on the Yadkin Circuit in 1829, (Bro. M. ' 'Foy is . 

but a boy."); who later returned to this section as presid~ing. elder; who traditionr­

ally preached near Laurel Bluff where there was a Methodist Church at . one time; who 

was in himself a _powerful persuader? 

Mr. Shumaker, in his newspaper article, stated that the first church Was built 

of logs--two rooms- with a lean to--but this item cannot be verified. Hr. Fulton and 
.. .·• 

Mr. Sparger, substantiated by other Mount Airy residents,, agreed that the church was 

frame. Mr. Fulton remembered having gone there to a revival as a child. Other 

early Methodist . churche~ of this .area were of frame. 

---------------------- ------ - ---·-------~--------~ 

*1 Tw; trips to the office of the register of deeds in Dobson, N. c. have been 
fruitless, although the deed surely must be there. . (The writer would welcome any 
research on the problem.) · Nobody se.ems to know· exactly · who originally owned the . 
Lebanon tract but it could have , been .. the Moore fa.I_nily whose farm covered the 
northern part of ·Burke Development apd the Moravian church area and whose· fannhouse 
stood on a bluff at the corner of Grace and Lebanon. 
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Lebanon stood in the neighborhood of the present city water tanks. Mrs. Mag 

Moore Penn was of the opinion that it was built just where the water tanks are; 
'M ',. Ct"\ T'h6 

Mr. Fulton, that it was ~x· l.)ie ~lei Qas SJ:AJIAI'ta:heuse is, tnorth corner of Main 

and West Poplarl ; Mr. Sparger was cert~in that ir sat where the Somerville house, 

(second house on the west side going south from West Popla~ is. Lebanon, so Mr. 

Sparger stated, sat on four g:ranite pillars, and had one large granite stone for 

a step. .(M"'' SJ2SlUer tfi~l'4at Etd?fit~ rsu l9e illeerf)OI 4L¢d !iAt;he 

The well was in Mrs. Henry Stewartts garden, and has only recently 

been filled up. 

The grounds were wooded; and included the entire hill and probably what is now 
\ t'DIV*- 0.~ 
ABurke Development. Mr. Fulton remembered that as a boy he and his brother used· to 

go squirrel hunting with_ bulle~ they dug out of trees on the Lebanon Church grounds · 
~<--r~\op "'e.nl · 

in what is now Burke ~--the Civil W~r having used the area as a mustering place. 

The road went over the hill just as it does now, so Mr. Sparger stated.~~1 The 
~~~ 

daughter of~Mrs. J. D. Smith (nes Gilmer) states that her mother had always told her 

that there had been a cemetery at the foot of the hill on the corner of Main and 

2 ' 
East Lebanon.* At a later time the flat stretch of Main Street by Burke Woods was 

said to have been used as a race track ! 
~tooil 

Not much is known of the Mount Airy of early Lebanon times. It w~s a I>C i cur 
\l...t'd\CJqe 

~<:eJ:;Ytt 2 2 i4:; lfk •s in a general section known as "The Hollows"--the 11hollows 11 

between the "Ridges" an·d the mountains. ·Reading between the lines of the conference 
u 

appointments musters the conclusion that the Lebanon charge must hage been unpop~ar 
· ~f.pc~t\""fM~tJ"; 

since the preachers often served one year and left. (See list of early @ ' !~d.) 

*l This statement is supported by other residents, including Mrs. Carrie (Sparger) 
Coone who remembers it as being very roeky ·and rough, and by Mr. Harvey Hennis who 
was the first to build a private residence, (1908), on the then wooded hill. The 
road around the hil~ was probably built later. 

*2 This could easily have been--old graveyards have a habit of disappearing. The 
Old Methodist Cemetery which was started in 1857 is . the oldest now existing. TQer~ 
was once an old cemetery bac.k of the Blu~ Ridge Hotel. Mortici.ah. Wade Moody 
remembers having seen exposed bones when Market Street was cut. Other residents 
rem~..mbered the periw:tbkl"e-cov~x:ed cemetery there. 
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LEBA~ON (continued) 

appointments.) Lebanon was a part of the Surry Charge on the Yadkin Circuit, and 

( had, at one time, twenty-eight appointments! Both Father Needham and Rev. ~ules Foy 

had the distinction of serving this church , the next one on South Main, and were 

0 \.! t:: I ·I -- t""''i- ...,. 

( 

present at the cornerstone laying of ,iCentral ~ f\·. ~~a"'~ .t t'\ ~- w·ee-l " 

Before the demise of Lebanon, Mount Airy, so Nr. Sparger said, had grown .. into 

"a small village of about 250 or 300 souls. A large number of these were black 

since ther~ were several large slave holders living hereabouts. It was, however, 

a very important link in the High Point--Salem--Wytheville stage route. The road 

to Dr:~nville l ed by the Old Hhite Sulphur Springs Road • .u-~ 

The most concrete information about Lebanon, whi~h, too, is in Lebanon's last 

days, comes from the diary of Marquis 1. Wood who was s ta~ioned on the Surry Charge 

first in 1858. · Hev. lVI . Wood, in 18S8, mentions having preached at these places.: 

Lebanon, Ebenezer, Mount Hermon, Indian Graves, Hollow S1Jrings, New Hope, Flat 

Shoals, VVhite .Plains, Siloam, Rockford, Salem, Oak Grove, and Llobson. Salem, Oak 

Grove, and Dobson were organized in tho. 1850's. Rev. Mr. Wood seems to have con-

centrated in Mount Airy and vicinity and 11boarded around". These familiar names 

are among those running through his di ary: Pace (Pilot Mountain), Elisha Banner, 

Edward Banner, William M. Banner, John Banner, Rev. W. Rawley, B. T. Shelton, Gen. 

Graves, Saunders (Oak -Grove), Hugh Gwyn, Richard Gwyn, Patterson (Green Hill), 

Thomas Prather, Charley Pre1th3r, Murphy Allred, Haymore, Murlin Sl?arger, Brother 

Needham, Robert ~Qlmer, Squire Moore, R. R. Galloway, Andrew J. Satterfield (Salem). 

Colored pe·o'ple, whom Rev. Wood married and buried, were regUlar members of the 

church. It- is probable, too, that the se~ces were segregated as to sitting, the men 

on one side end the women on the oth8r, because r eliable sources report this still 

to have ·been the custom in the 110ld Methodist Church11 down on South Main. 

Lovill' s Creek, 'T_,,hich __ was noE~r ~h . .:: foot of 1 :bPnoh ·Hill, ~nd n:.- [1r Squire Moors's 
pl~ce might possibl~ · ha ·· G been used f or 1x·:ptism when the periittnt wished to be 
immors?d• 0Dk Grov .:; us;d the ArDr ~t River 2.nd Old Hollow Bap ti.st is ncar Lovill's 
Greek. 
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Again reading between the lines, Lebanon, which today would bo well within 

the city limits, must have been considered to have been "out in the country". It 

is assumed, too, and Mr. Jesse Banner remembers his mother having told this, that 

the MGthodist meetings were held in private houses in the south of town. One 

gathers that the town was moving southward and that the membership of Lebanon was 

dwindling while a congregation was being built up in Mount Airy. The first mention 

of the .possibility and progress of building a new church in Mount Air,y comes from 

the 1858-59 diary. 

Rev. Mr. 'Wood must hava liked this section. After spending about ten years 

in China as a missionary, h~ came back later on two different appointments. 

Here are some typical entries from Rev. Mr. Wood's diary: 

"Sunday, ?. At 11 o'clock I preached at .Lebanon from St. John 11: 20-21. Not 
many persons out in consequence of the snow. Preached at candle lighting in Mt. 
Airy from Heb. 4: 9. Several persons out. 

"Wed. 10. S9ent the night with Bro. Jesse Roberts." (This must have been Mr. 
Sparger's "Righty11 Roberts.) 

( 

11Went to Mt. Airy in the aftert'loon. Stopped with Brothor Prather. Found ( 
Br. Numa F. Reid, our presiding older, 2t Prather's. 

"Sat. 31. Preached a t Oak Grove. After preaching went to Ararat River and 
baptized 3 persons one by immersion. 

"Tues. 6. Preached at Lebanon to nine persons---Spent night with Squire Moore's 
family. 

"Sunday, 2. Preached at 13banon. Hold class meeting and re~d the "GenerBl 
Rules". 

"Sun. 4. Preached at Loba-;on at 11 o'clock from Ex. 20 and at Mt. Airy at 
4 o'clock. 

nThurs. 11. Quite cold. But seven persons met me at Salem, my ~ppointment. 
Gave them a short talk from St. John 15: 1. People got very cold. £ound bore a 
new church, bhough not completed, but it is, will be,quite respectBb1e. 

"Sun. 12. ·vvont to spend the night with Bro. noberts, a local preacher, living 
in the country. 

11Thurs. 11. Preached at Salem to about 20-25 persons. 
"Sun. S. I preached at L ::banon at 11 o 1 clock. At 3 o 1 clock heard a Mr • . 

Chcvelier" (?) 11 Presbyterian. ~*'1 PreachGd in Iv:t. Airy, a good sermon. I preached · 
at 5 o 1 clock at L·::::banon to the colored pcoplo, the fu.neral of a child of color, 

* From Hr. 0 humacker but again unverified: 
"An interesting· letter reveals that Nount Airy's first .t;piscopaliPns met as 

earl r as 1852 in the old Lebanon Methodist church building with Bishop Ives, then 
head of the North ~arolina diocese, presiding over the gatherings. 

11 An interesting fact · about these carlTost Episco ,,~1 meetings, which were not 
in a formally orgRf.ized church, reveals that the sister of Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, 
famous ConfoderatG cavalry leader, wns confirmed by Bishop Ives here." (The Stuarts 
lived on the vJhite Sulphur Uprings Road at one time.) 
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11Wed. 4. Bro. Needham baptized six persons for me, four of them were immersed. 
"Fri. 10. Preached 11 o'clock at Lebanon. Received two probationers into 

full fellowship, one white, one colored. Preached in Mt. Airy at night." 

A new chur<.:h 11in the placeu, the "Old Methodist" on South Main Street, was 

begun in 1858. Be that as it may, Mr. Sparger positively stated, there was no 

church on Lebanon Hill in 1860. The woods remained for camp meetings, picnics, 

but the old church had yielded to progress as the population shifted to down town. 

It is logical to assume tha.t part of Lebanon's congregation went to Salem and part 

to South Main Methodist Church. Lebanon Hill and East and West Lebanon Streets 

are all th~t. rem-1.i.n of the nfl.mc of the first church in Mount Airy, Lebanon. 
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What Is Legible on the TOMBSTONES in the OLD METHODIST CEMETERY 

Alley ('9) b (~·rt-------------------------------- B. Aug. 16, 18.. . • 

Allred, Eva ------~------------------~----------- No date 

Allred, James ---------------------------------- B. Dec. 10, 1878 D. Mar. ? 

Allred~ 1'-'hn-1-.rw---------------- -------------------- B. July 12, 1816-D. July 12, 1905 

Al..lreJ. E:. i z~bo-th, wife of Murphy ------ ------- :f3. Oct. 20, 1829-Died Apr. 3, 1901 

Allred, Nettie E. B. Apr. 8, 1877-Died May 20, 1885 

1857 Allre.<h EV~~11A~n v. ------..::.r:- ---- , ----6-r--------- B. July 29, 1855-D. July r... ' \ - \ Y') £-c l- ~\, 'V n \ \ ve. cr \ . J--4 
Allred(, Emma, dr. of Albert and Sarah ------- B. Mar. 21, 1874-D. Mar. 12, 1876 

Allwoo<;i, Sara s. . -------------- ·- -- ·- - ---- --- - --- ------------- 18()() 1878 

Ashby, Frodri.ck" Byron~ son of G. W. and R. V. Ashby B •. - " _ D. July 3:L, i884 

R !;P-u1e l'> Mary -------------------------------- B • . ··July 30, 1838-D. June 24, 1872 

Banner, Elisha (ledger-unmarked) 

Banner, Wj 11 i . qm 
------~~- -- - --------------~----~ 

Banner, J. Howard 

B. Oct. 31, 1828-D. Apr. 14, 1889 

B. Sept. 21, 1886-D.June 27, 1888 

Banner, Virginia, wife of John B. ~ov. 28, 1805-D. ' 1891 

Banner, John --------------------------------- B. Mar. 21, 1801-D. Aug. 29, 1888 

Banner, Enfant ~4-~~--~-j_,_tt _ -{.h.J:' __ ~( no date 

Bemish, Sue ---------------~------------------ B. Apr. 18, 1832-May 25, 1879 

Bitting, Joseph ----------------------------------- tombstone broken 

Bitting, \falter --------~-------------------- B. May 21, 1870 

Blackwell, Jane ------------------------------ B. Nov. 29, 1825-D. Oct. 18, 18'81 

Blackwell, J. L. ------------------------------- B. Apr. 7, 1811-D. June 11, 1891 

Bolt, Roxie ~ wife of W. A. 6ft Bolt -------------B. Oct. 2), 1S58-D. Hay 29, 1~ .. 

Brower, Jacob 11l'arren ----------------------------B. Sept. ll1. 1812-D., Oct. 11 1_, 1.868 

Brower, J. w. ----~------------------------- 1877 1879 

Brower, J. F. ----------------~----------------- 1862 1892 

Brower, Emron1 dr.-9~-----------------------------B. 1874 1876 

BrowGr, Hary, wife of J. W, Brower ------------ B. i\Tov. 21, 1822-D. Feb. 6, 1905 

Brower, Thomas M. --------------------------------B. Dec. 1, 1847-D. Feb. 1, 1929 
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Brown, A. D. ---------------------w--------- B. Jan. 22, 1859-D. Mar. 21, 1895 

Davis, Annie D. ------------------------------ B. Feb. 28, 1838-D. May 18, 1877 f 
Davis, Elizabeth------------- -------- ----------B. July 1, 1866-D. ~ov. 11, 1866 . 

Davis, Nannie -------------------------------- B. Aug. 22, 1876-D. Mar. 29, 1900 

Denny, Allen ---------------------------------- B. July 6, 1801-D. Hay 30, 1878 

Denny,- Mary, wife .of Allen __ .,. __________ ,. ______ _ B. -Feb. 26, 1812-D • . Nov. 29, 1892 
Aged 76? 

.D • . Feb. 8, 1890 Dunnegan·, A. J • .. -------~-------------------------------------. . 

Dunnegan, John --------------------------------------
Aged 68 

Dunnegan, M. J. -------------------------------------------- D. Dec. 9, 1890 

Durham, ? Aged 84 yrs. 6 mos. 5 da. D. July 20, 1901 

Durham, Henry ------------------- - - .Aged 66 D. 1869? 

Durham, J::me . ---A~-s--~L __ .k.roo_:.;::~'J~- ::----------~------ D. July 20 19D/ 

Fallenstein, Mary G? ---------------- B. May 8, 1848-D. Jan. 30, 1881 

Foy, Rev. Niles 11 11inister of the Uospel for 62 yrs. 11 -May 21, 18ll-~·1ar. 10, 1895 

Foy, Selena, :Jife of Mile·· ---------------- B. 1819-D. July 1, 1897 

Fulton, Mary, Dau~ hter if D. A. Rawley ------ B. May 8, 1884-D~ Feb. 6, 1886 

Galloway, Helen G. dr. of R. p. and 1. A.------B. Dec. 23, 1887-D. Jan. 22, 1891 

Galloway, Charles 1·\f . ------------- . Aged 25 yrs. 5 mos. 6 ·da .• D. May 8, 1884 · 

Galloway, Janes Langeley ? B. 1806 D. 1871 

Galloway, Lucie Bell---------------------------- · B. Feb. 5, 1.877-D., Mar. 27, 1878 

Galloway, Mary Kate · -------- --------~---------- B. Jan. 8, 1857-D. Oct. 31, 1862 

Galloway, Mary Yirgi~ia -------------------------B. Dec. 22, 1835 -D. Sept 23, 1869 

Galloway, rtobert James----------~----------------B. Mar. 8, 1875-D. June 5, 1876 

Galloway, Robert William ------------------------B. Mar. 10, 1864-D. Oct. 27, 1874 

Galloway, Sara -------------------.---------------B. 1806 1878 

G)lmc.T, Garri.o -----------------------------------B. Nov. 11, 1863-D.D~c. 29.2 1864 

(i.i lm~-r, ri:J izabeth Ann ---------------------------B. Sept. 22, 1835-D. Sept. 27, 18.98 

Gilmer, Frarrk ~p r-mcP.r - -·----- ------------ --- ----R. De-c--

Gil mer, Gabra 1 

Gilmer, JamGs C. -------------------------------B. Jan. 22, 1843 -D. S~pt. 15, 1878 
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Gilmer, John Clay -------------·------------ B. Feb. 8, 1828-D. Aug. 30?, 1865 

Crilmer, Lizzie --~----~~--~---~------~---------- B. Sept. 30, 1868-D .Ap_r. 28, 1872 

Gilmer, Martha J. ---------~-------------------- B. Mar. 10, 1833-D. July 14, 1864 

Gilmer, Stephen 1. ------~--~-~-----~----------- B. July 20, 1870-D. Oct. 22, 1870 

Gilmer, Susan A. \1,Tife of Robert S. -----------B. June 3, 1811-D. Jan. 17, 1892 

Gilmer, Samuel Frank, Son of S. F. ------------ D. July 7, 1888 

Gilmer, R.. s. __________________ :..; _____________ .:. B. Jan 28, 1809-D. Har. 10, 1901 

(Could this be Prather?) \ ", 
Griffith? or Tayl or?, son of 1'1Tilliam and Charity .Jl]~ ~ 1872-D .. July 7, 1890 

Gwyn, Mollie , wife of N.D.? Gwyn -------------------------1815 1890 

Harrison, sons and daughtersr (Five children died of diphtheria 

Hill, Mary Caroline Dr. of J. S. and ? 1. ----~--B. Har. 19, 1869-D. July L!., 1870 

Hines, hrch---------------------------------------B. July 8, 1847-D. Aug. 20, 1887 

Hollingsworth, Elizabeth -------------------------B. July 1, 1860-D. Nov. lh, 1866 

Hollingsworth, John-----------------------------------------~ 1877 

Hollingsworth, Joseph Aged 66 yrs. 10 mos. 23 da . ... D. J~n. 20, 1887 

Hollingsworth, JYlary L. ----------- ... ---------------B. Feb. 5, 1827 -1\Jov. 19, 1906 · 

Hollingsworth, Sarn, wife of Dr. Edwin----- B. od, · :11 1815 P- 1'\Qr .11 )g /7 
James, Lul3 D? ---- .J:..ged l 7 yrs. 10 mo s • 2 2 da. 

Lowery, Franklin F. son of ? B. 1862 

Lowery, Thomas J. Sr.-------- -·------------------- B. Dec. 18, 1818-D. Nov. 19, 1906 

. Mi tchGll, l1Tilli2m -----·-- - ----------------------- B. 18 D • 1884 

Montgomery, J2mc:: s Byron (on Schaub plat)----.------B. Nov. 7, 1881, D. July 22, 1883 

lvJ:oore, J. F. ------------------------------------B. Aug·. 18, 1828-D. Aug. 15, 1891 

I'ioora, Lnna Bpqncr------------------ ·-·-------------B. Feb. 14, 1841-D. Apr. 22, 19-).0 

Moore, Sam D. ------------------------------------B. May 12, 1804-D. liay 17, l866 

r1oore, Rachol ------------------------------------B. ·\Jov. 4, 1812-.,..D. f.1gy 7, 1898 

Owon, Alexander ----------- ·---------------- ------ 1836 1893 

Rangeley, JDm8s --------------------------------- B. Oct. 18, l R06-D. Mar. 25, 1871 

hawley, Rev. ~vm. --------------------------- ... ---- ·_, J3. Mar.-15,. 1812-D. ? 13, 1881 
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RobGrts, Williom N. ----------------------------- B. Jan. 1:~ 18.56-D. Aug. 14, 1879 

Robert.s, Ii.Dnie --------------------------·-----':"'- B. Sept. 18, 18.57 -D. May 10, 1858 

Satterfield, l~m.Yfl..a -------------------------7 -----

Satterfield, Lucinda, dr. of J: .D. and~ E. i.llred Atf(:"!J 
D. July 29, 1866 . 

~-<-~Eo3!866) 
1866 C. ' '6u1y -11;-1866 

Schaub, i~.nn r.. D. --------------------------------------------- 1792 187.5 

SchRub, Cor~elia Dorothy ---------------------B. Apr • . 9, 18.51-D. Fe'Q 9, 18.57 

Schaub, Elizabeth . -------------------------- B. i~!ny 19, 1828-D. July 14, 1914 ·. 

Schaub, Flora? R.----------- --------------------B. JP.in. 1, 1855-D. 1857 

Schaub, Levie-------------~-------~-~-~---------- 1834 1863 

Schaub, Thoro.as- -- ---------------------------------B. Dec. 3, 1818-D. Nov. 11, 1876 

Schaub, \fl]illiam Christopher----------------------B. J en. 8, 1859-D. Sept. 16, 1860 

Shamel, Anna D. --------.------------.------------B. 1792 1875 

Shouse, \rJilliam A. ------------------------------B. l-Iay 28, 1824-:-D. Feb. 28, 1893 

S~nal1wood, Sarah ivi . -----------------------------B. Sept. 30, 1806-D. Sept . 6, 1878 

Swift?, l''ranklin F. --------------... --------------B. 1862 1866 

Taylor, C. H. -----------------------------------B. June 5, 1820-D. Dec. 9, 1892 

~raylor, Eliza J., wife of C. H. Taylor-----------B. _J.'1ay 15, 1821-D. J.Vlay 23, 1900 

White ? 

1mite, .L!:liza J. wife of Geo. P. White-------------B. Apr. 10, 1858-D. Aug. 29_, 189.5 

Unknown ~ ------------------- B. June 5, 1820-D. 0ec. 9, 1892 

. I 
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. Floor' plan made from verbal descriptions--gallery upstairs on three sides 
11The two doors made entrance into a sp cl ce four or five feet wide---an aisle 

down the center and an aisle down each side." C.B.S. 

( 



- 35 -
HAIN STREET METHODIST CHURCH 

"OLD METHODIST" 
I \ ,, 

Up ,~rrt;±1: the 18h-'.l!e, Mel:lnt lttry and vlcl=r-d:ty ~ 1 egion of SG8~t_~ farms 

{ ~nd. 6l f ,-:> ... rT rj;.·· , ·~:J s nith a Uetihodist 1tnd a Baptist chuxch scattered ha te afilf1'he1e. 
. ~ Mcvl)f A,~ 

~ ln lbe ~'8h0 1 s and 50's a ne~ influx of people began to move i~~ and new 

i n.:lust:.·ie:: sueL RS wool and tobacco began to fiourish.. Two of these newcomers were 

the B3~n~~-f l ·n ·thers, John and Elisha. 

~ ?.o~~r, .John, built a house in Bannertown and thus gave that section its 

n CJMe ,. The J !:d.;)~:-r~, Elisha, chose his home site nearer to town and built his house 

on t.~o nor (.h l,l,~ff of the Ararat River. This house later boca;ne kpown as the qld 

. c (" . ' . was m ) 're j ~0 
Q., 

\~\,~~~ ::1C·as:: and J"%'51; ra.eoatl~ has been torn down, Gradually, a nucleus of stores 

1--~ a postof .ficc gr 2vJ up around the Elisha Banner house . which became an inn and an 

tl ·V'frn:i.ght s t ()nping place for the High Point-Salem-i!Vytheville stage. Thetl, as told 

~ ~~ , .Spa-rf::~ ·~ r and others, Mr. Banner gave a tract of his plantation land for a 

~t\\l.o,a.li\ c}~;urch, right at the foot of the hill going north. Agai '", as in tho case 

e,~ lt1o:n.o YJ. ~ no . deed can be found although diligent search has been maae by town 

Q(~ ... t ..... 
ceQ-:i~\(t~ and others a·s w~ll as by this writer. 

In 1858 Marquis lrJood, and maybe others 1ATho had gene before him, would preach 

at Lebanon at 11 o'clock, and in ~ount Airy--most likely in private homes as was the 

custom--at 11 candlelight". Then it1 February 24, 1858 comes tl1is ~1.otation: 

"Rode eleven miles to IVlount Airy to meet the building committee for the church 

in the place.u 

Then he eoes , on, meamAThllc interspersing his diary with othBr matters: 

"Mon. l'Jiar.' 8. Spent the day principDlly talking about building a church in 
Mount Airy. J:i'inally a ,,Jbilo before 'light we succeeded in making a start in raising 4. 
the money. Got $510 and the lot subscribed; though a part of it was conditionally.~ 
I think the snow 't.Yas providentially sent to detain Bro. Reid in Mt. Airy tc instruct 
mentally in putting the ball fully in motion." 

1~Ba"lne r heirs are of the firm op~.m.on that Elisha Bpnner r ave tho land to the church 
with tho stiP~Wfo.p1~c?.t~~~hij,.land wa :·- to revert to tt.e heirs when no longer used 
f or a cbur~~ rfr. . e~parg~:t' goruirmed th.is ~ Tbis se:;ms t c have been hinted at in 
Wood's diary. The deed has disappeared s o nobody knmrrs. The tm~m of Mt. Airy in 
1962, when it t ook over the Old I"lethodist cemetery, had great difficulty in potting 
tho boundary lines drawn. 



- 36' -
"OLD ME'l'HODIST "·. ( ccnti nued) 

rtTucs. 9. Continued tho eff ort t o raise money t o build a church with tolerable 
success. Bro. N. F. Reid pre.s ched agaip at night. People much pleased with their 
IlP.W. i>l'O Si.d i ng older • ( 

"Wed. 10. R.rd.sGd tho ~ubscription for a church to 1~810." 
,._ .. •' 

J:nct •• . u •••• 

"Thurs. Apr.l. Dcne a little toward a church in Mt. Airy. The cause moves 
but slowly." 

'rhen in May •..••• 

"Sun. 6. 11 o'clock. Mr. Caldwell preached for me at Lebanon---3 o'clock a. m. 
l~r. Montgomery pret:~ ched a:t I-'lount Airy after which tho sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
wa s n.dministered by Mr. Caldwell. They have established a church in the place." 

Just when thq church W.!ls really finished is obscure. 'fhe oldest graves are 
1 

dated 1857. Mr. \1\Tood dates the plAnning of the church in 1858.~~ Mr. Sparger 

stated that the church was finished when Martha Gilmer whose tombstone se1ys 1864 

was buried, but he must have been in error as t o this point. In 1861 the Civil War 

started. On .April 16, 1862 the :first company of s oldi·a rs from Mount iiiry were about 

to leave f or the war.f The filllowing is from A clipping from the UDC scrapbook r·? 

which is in the local library: 

"Appended is a l etter brought to the attontion of 'The Star' which was written 
to a publication in Mount Airy early during the Civil l'{Rr bearing upon presentation 
of a flag t o one of tb .::; departing companies t o the front. It was dated April 16, 
1862 and si?ned simply 'A Spectator'. 

'Today Capt. J. c. ~orman's Company, bGing about t o leave for the seat of war 
were marched up in front of the new Methodist Church t o receive a flag ·prepared 
for them by the ladies of our village and vicinity.'" 

* Salem and Oak Grove churches were org8nizod about this time~ Salem in 1857. 
The Presbyterians organized in 1858 with Mr. and Mrs. Allen De;/ny, R. S~ Gilmer, 
M8rgaret Gilmer, Lizzie Gilmer, and Mary Dick as charter members. 

Anot tc-; r interesting not Ation of July 1869: " 'This afternoon from 130 t o 150 
persons, men, women, and children, passed through Mt. Airy on their way t o Utah. 
They were leaving the (Surry) county. Most of them have joined the Mormons." 

2 
In 1868, Rov. \.~o od also notes that a "Quaker lady preached in taJ\r n tonight. n 

nin. 

opment 
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So, 86 
. s~ 

in 1 2, our crurch mMt 1@; ; sen~ its s ons off to war. ~fiee it t o say 
1 

l he · church Has built and stoo i just about where stands the Gilmer Memorial Church.~(. 

E'cmo cay thAt the present parking lot cov.:rs s cmo of tho graves.. Those graves really 
(l-$ ~ "'o\~ 

did cover th~ hill b~ck of the church j~ from the inqcntions in the earth. 

Rev. !VIr. \'J"ood, who spearheaded the building of th church, wont t o China as 
2 

a missionary in 1860 and sc evidently did not see to its completion.~~ During the 

Civil H?.:L' tho minutes wore inccmplote. 

Anrl boforc vfo go on, let us make note of some later obs:::; rvations of Rev. Mr. 

~ <:-1l10. o th~) rs which may throw light upon the ael'ly ye2rs of tt.':; church and its 

--.: .. -4\ 
·Jt m-es (j · , ·n~ :ninut.r:!s spoak for themselves; and may we be thankful to Marquis .uAfayctte 

~.,f~d ~~ cka:r_:j ls thG s ource of most of our knowlodge of our early church. All 

yee.'tt~ a.ff. c11.f fer~nt, including proachors. P.:;ter Doub' s diary was frustrating in 

~\\cit:: ~ ~.t\'le<\1 -G : s <J rmonize all through it; l"IC1rquis 1,\food' s because he wanted to 

~~c~_cs\~~ ' \'\e sc oxc ~ ; rpts from Rev. \rJood' s diary arc made after he had r c)turned 

\let~@ Chift~- ?nd was again stAtioned in Mount Airy. 

•: /l'nurs. 911 (1868). "Col. Alspaugh kindly sont me on to Mount Airy. Loft 
Winston ·a littlo after 12 o'clock and rode eighteen miles to Mr. N. l..Jplt c;n's. I 
de not think I ever had e cold.:;r ride." 

"Thurs. 17. Held a mooting of my stewards this afternoon. 

11 Ronowod"''Mrs. J. \'J'. Browor 1 s subscription t o the: 'Episcopal 1'1otJ· odist 1 • 

nsat. 11 11 (July). "lVlovod t o Mrs. Susan Banner's this morning t c }Joard. Spont 
several houra in the afternoon in the church who aro m8king a pulpit and an altar. 

"Thurs. 10. Wont t c tho colored peoplG1 s gr<1voyard noar Mt. i~iry to bury a 
littl8 nogro boy who died yeste rday." ('rh.Jro is an cld c olored cemetery all cov,') red 
over with brush on th~:; right of tho first und8rpass just out of tc"tArn on tho Low Gap 
Road ) • ... _l t <-' , Ll ~ l 

. . . M C 5 • tv.<l.S 1 1 ~ensfd O-\ .->~tiP • nt mQr-r1 
C$1 

. . . • ~~ Y nr. t"e~s~\ ... ~ ~ ·~ ca. f'\d bee<lt1\~ 11viTal tor Croasy licensed. to preach. \ ~tD )~e. ¥\~ '"'+ ~~o.l"1e.r., .. :\'~ 
" 'u l(:>~o ~~,~€t'\ ~~&..t-tl~':/ 

111\bv. 10.- Attended t o some business of tho church. Dr. lfoy proe1chcd for me 
at nir-ht. fJtor preaching we had another parsonage meeting. 

* r~ tho 1920's l~s. Cora Gilmer, th8n an old woman, built, in spite of raised 
oyobrows, the prosent small church used by the Wosley9n Methodists. For some years 
tho lot had stood vacant. 

2 
* Rev. Mr. trJ'ood brought back with him from China a ~1r. Hazoc whc is the Chino so 
ancestor of some of our citizens. 
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"Sunday. 15. At four o 1 clock I baptised two colored persons and took those into 
the church. Dr. Reid preached a fine sermon at night." 

"March 25, 1870 •••• This afternoon I attended a public meeting at the church to 
see about enclosing the graveyard." 

" •• f •• Married Gen~ McNeill and Margaret Fulton, colored, at th~ P,arsonage. 11 

'-l'b\~ ~c4· ' 
The first parsonage, $0 ~w. Sparger stated, was the Wbitman house at the corner 

of West Wilson and Main. The house :was torn down ross •J y and peplaced by a parking 

lot for the Friends Church. 

For a time, Mr. Sparger said, South Main Methodist was on a double circuit with 

Salem , with Salem being the stronger church. FrOm a manuscript in Duke Library 
1 

by James 1rJillson7*" who se.rved Mount Airy in 1876 and 1879, we quote Mr. Willson: 

''The station then embraced (1873 )two main appointments •• . . " 

l-1r. Sparger is also the source for the i tern that tr·e first Woman's Missionary 

Society was started under ·the pastorate of Rev. Hurley (1886-7). 

Mr. J. F. Heitman, (1872-3) mUst have made an impression because Mr. Spgrger 

mentioned him, and also because he and Rev. Mr. Wood taught a boys' school for a 

while in 1870, according to Mr. Wood's diary. Of course the Mount Airy church could 

depend upon four standbys who filled the pulpit now and then, Rev. Needham and Dl". 

Foy,and two loc2l preachers, 11 Bro. Robertstt and "Bro. Hicks". 

Since the lVlPin . ..Street ~etpodi. st ~as torn d,O'{ih' aro~nd \191_4; ..and since only two 
~~\J·rte~ ~ MaS$ StJ\!.. (A\\r,~~ 0-4,. th-e I fll~ ~o~n ~o\ ~~~"" 1 . 

photogr~phs to date have been unearthe~ both of which show the church building 

partly obscur~d by trees in full leaf, the appearance of the church proper must 

necessarily come from hearsay. So, too, must come some of the other church items. 

In spite of some differences of opinion the writer will winnow~ some of her own 

which might or might not be entirely accurate. 

The new church was a large, . two-storied, white-planked church with a recessed 

porch which had in front two fluted columns. At each end of the porch and flush 

1 
1f- Also from Mr. Willson: "In 1877 a handsome church was built four miles west of 
lVJount il:iry. In 1878 a church four miles northeast of. Mt. Airy 1.Yas added to the 
station and the fall of the same year another one seven miles west of 1'1t. Airy.. The . 
station has grown into a circuit of six appointments." . ·· 

( 

\ , 
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with it were two enclosed stairways which led to the balcony. The balconY extended 

( along the two sides and the back, and was reserved for the colored members and the 

little white charges who evidetiWY considered it such a privilege to sit with their 

colored nurses that they give prominence to it in their conversations to this day. 

~ the way, there were colored members of the church until 1872. 

The steeple was plain, and the old bell w~ch was used there is now, unless 

recently removed, hanging in the belfry of the Episcopal Church, so Mr. Sparger said. 

It was said to have had a "sweet tone" and when pulled by its long rope, it tolled 

\I)Gt only for church services, but for the many members who were then to lie in the 
1 

tt-\1loeyard--a toll for each year of their lives.* 

Leading up to this big wbite church which sat rather far back from Main Street 

tJ<Jt1~ :1 graveled driveway with hitching posts along the fenced sides, and wtich was 

\l t4e enough f or carriages. Lining the d:ltveway were aspens--either a species of 

.fh~ cotto~rood or a quaking aspen--aQYWay, old residents spoke of the .silver lined 

:)U(Lves .. "shimmering and shaking in the windU Around the sides and in the back and 

r ather far down a gentle incline was the graveyard in which the iulreds, the Gilmers, 

the Banners, the Rev. Mr. Foy and family, the Galloways, the Browers, the Hollings-

worths, Rev. Mr. Rawley, the Schaubs, the Bittings, the Davis', the Snttcrfields, 

the Lowr,ys, and others were to lie. 

·· rhe unpainted sanctuary with its "marbleized" wainscoting was entered from 

the recessed .t21ont porch through two front doors; ome ·for ,· the r,men and one for th~ 

women. (Yes, really.) There was one middle and two side aisles. The benches were 

plain, wooden pews with high backs--somebody said, maybe slatted. On the right 

side sat the women; on the left sat the men. The church w:-> s heated by two huge, 

"pot-bellied" stoves which were halfway down the room on either side. 

The pulpit was square and "home-made". An altar rail was in the front. On 

either side of the pulpit were the "amen11 corners with the organ on the right, in 
1 

~} One resident tells that when Miss Lizzie Gilmer died the bell tolled fo long 
for Miss Lizzie, she being so old, that the little girl had time to leave her home 
on Moore Avenue and get down to church before the bell had stopped tolling. 
ot~:Mocnji t\yoRliS enao get = wl'l to s~;Q;pe~p.f 
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front of the . choir w:b..ich sat in the right ·"amen" corner. Tho re·ed organ was 11putnped" · 

(all this within the memory of living citizens and so is late "history") by a Mr. 

Dosher whos son, llibert, pl8yed the bass hcrn and whose daughters, Eva and Linda, 

sang. The organ was played . also. at one time by Mr • . Hc~bcrt ·Lowery, a son of ·rom · 

Lowery, a le ~d~ steward. , The silver communion set with tankard and two silver 
lttU 'r&~_). 

goblet'~are "~~i~l to be seen in Central Church, dMt 1 7£~. . 

Often acc ompanying the organ and choir was the shouting and clapping in time·., 

which, old residents said, was 'usually in noisy evidence. The Methodists, up until 

the 19001 s when they, like Asbury 1 s McKnight of Clemmons, got 11 sophisticated", we·re 

"shouting Methodists"•* Haybe we would do well to catch some of this spirit. 

In 1884 wo have the first quarterly· conference minutes of the Western North 

Carolina Conference which had just then been formed. They may ,be read in the 

~1cthodist Building at Statesville, N. C. Some excerpts might be interesting: 

"July 26, 1884. Record of .uistrict Gonference--
Mount Airy Station: I1ount il.iry Station was called. Rev. M. H. Moore, pastor, 

reported 140 members. Spiritual condition. ~o~.d an?H,i!'lproving. One Sunday School 
of 36 scholars. Average attenda-nce -f-or l·c:rst/ tt..ro· month s 7 3. One weekly prayer 
meeting and one monthly class meeting. Well attended. 

nil.ssessment plnn used for raising funds. iJ.bout 1/3 of Pastor's and Presiding 
Elder's salaries paid. Subscriptions taken on all of the conference collections. 
Assessments on these claims, alone, of $1.12~ per member, and did n~t expect to 
raise them in full. · $11.75 raised for Church improvement, $18.00 for incidental 
has a future and the station will prove -a success. 

(Rev. W. H. Hendren, D. D., P • .1!;~) 11 

"July 1.5, 1885. 5th session of Statesville C~nference, cunvened in the M. E. 
Church, bouth, Catawba, N. C. 

Report from Mount Airy Station--Rev. H. H. Moore, B. F. Sparger, J. J.VI. Ashby 
· July 17, 1885 (continued) Mount i..iry Station pastor's report: 
•....•.• was cal led, Rev. M. H. Moore, pastor, reported 157 members, represe.nt- · 

ing 53 families. The station was organized a year and a half ago. The spiritual 
conditicn is not discouraging, and, he thinks, improving. Some very pious people; 

~~ One resident remembers Mrs. Brower, grP.ndmothor of Mrs. Essie Brower Fawcett, 
sitting in the congregation beautifully dressed in her 11 Sunday blAck silk"; and 
old Mr. T~ylor, grandfather of tho well-known Dr. Taylor, sitting in P. split-bot­
tomed cha~r singing at the top of his . voice. 

Mr. R:d:;ter Graves' daughter quotes her father as having said that when a boy 
he and a friend woro · sitting bobind Mr. Robert Gilmer and his bride who · was wearing · 

a huge bustle. The boys fall to wondering just how far 2 hymn. book placed on that 
bustle ~{2u~d ride without f~lling off. It carried as far as the P fiSOP± .. Ji Eiii ct:'l. 
·i'\c\AJ c.:"~ ~g_\l ~tt ~. . ·. . 
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some who are careless. S.ome trouble :with worldly arnuseme·nts. ·. Attendance upon 
preaching; the social meetings, and the ordinances of the church go good. A ver,y 
good Sunday School, numbering 90 scholars. i~ tolerably good church and parsonage, 
but not as good as the place ought to have. The financial state of the church is in 
healthy conditioni From $160.00 two years ~go, it pAid $525,00 of last y3ar for ,. 
ministerial support, and has paid $100.00 more this year than for the· same period 
last year. The stewards make monthly collections and hold monthly meetings~ Bro. 
J. W. Ashby, d•legate, followed in a few remarks as to the difficulty of securing 
suitable teachers for the Sunday School, and as to the financial improvements." 

ttJuly lS, 1886. Rev. R. f ... Willis, P. E. Mount .L~ir,y Station. Rev. w. H. 
Townsenu, P. c. 

"Spiritual condition fair. ~ttendance at public worship good. Ordinances of 
the church go nerally observed. J..i. small class all overfond of worldly amusements, 
and some are not circumspect in thoir conduct. Our greatest needs are zeal and · 
~ctivity in church work. Wa have 140 members. Prayer meetings are not well 
Ctttended. SunJay School in prosperous cond.i tion, has increased from 45 to 75 in ···..; 
~umber. Number of teachers and scholars 125. We are guided by the discipline in the 
M~tter of finances. Paid to P. C. $170, to P. E. $42. Conference claiments, $10~ 
Qoout $20.00 has been raised for other purposes. We have one church and that needs 
Y3pairing. Parsonage in tolerably good condition. It is rented for $6.00 per month, 
t his revenue is applied to its furniture. 

"Bro. G. W. Sparger made some remarks relative to the conditiorl of the 
3tat ton." 

"District Confererlce,. July 17th, 1886 
~ •......••. has a 'W3ll-prupared (report). We request Bro. Acohby to write his 

name with a littlo more care." 
Committee on Quarterly vonfercnce 

l~nd so on. Tho church on South Main seoms to have been run just liko any 

Hethodist Church with its ups and downs. The pastors were human. -1lhey were not 

under their tutelage, conditions br~ghtened. 

Time went on. And then around 1893 the then pastor, Rev. H. M. Blair, and 

some of the members began to tAlk up a new church: Following are part of the 

minutes of 1893: 

"Rev. H. H. Hoyle, P. :£. 
Station Delegates: J. w. Ashby, W. E. Patterson, J. ~~. Yokley, R. T. Joyce, 

11 •••••• the building old and very inferiou .. Value *P2,000." 

Rev. Mr. Blair not only reported the church building in bad condition but 

observed also that the town was "like a skillet with the handle down town and the 

skillet up." So the town was moving north with its inevitable result--a new church. 

Rev. Mr. Blair was successful. vome members were enthusiastic; some wore 

displeased. Some went so far as to move their memberships to another denomination. 
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As if to reinforce the right move the followinv was inserted into the June 28, 

copj7I of the nyadkin Valley News" which was found in the cornerstone of "old Central". 

"The Methodists of Mount J .. iry have long been in need of a larger and he~ndsomer 
temple of worship. The old church is small and intensely plain and uncomfortable. 
l'1any smaller congregations have neater churches then this one is. .n community is 
judged by its churches, and Mt. 1~ has suffered from such judgments, thoueh their 
justice is not to be questioned. It is with no little· pleasure and satisfaction, 
therefore, that we see the beginning of a church edifice in our midst that will do 
credit to the thrift of our people ancl to their hearts and religion. Strangers who­
tofore been pointed out to them as the house of worship of une of the strongest 
congrerati ~-'ns in the state." 

It should be said in passing that the Main Street congregation had at one time 

before 1894 organized a "chapel" down on South Street and that regular services were 

held there conducted by members of the "Old Methodist". 

A.leo, let us pay tribute to some of those members who had been very active in 

the later years clown at South Main: Rev. J. w. I~shby who was licensed to preach 

around 1878 and who was "scribe"; J. R. Paddison who ran a vcJ ry successful Sunday 

School; Rev. Robert B. Hines, local pre~cher; Stewards J. A. Yokley, R. T. Joyce, 

B. F. Sparger, J. H. Spc-trgc;:r, J. H. Prather, T. J. Lowry, Joseph W. Ashby, W. E. 

Patterson, and others. • 
L.nd so, Central was begun. 

For about twenty yeArs, the building on South Main stood. For several yePrs 

a Sunday School was maintained there. Somo of thG older residents remomber how they 

used to p.o to Sunday l:lchool at Central in the mornings and to the 110ld Methodist" in 

the afternoon. The b!lilding for a time was used by the newly organized Friends 

Ghurch; then it passed into private hands. i~t one time it was sold to W. 0 • Holcomb, 

and another to W .. R. Hollingsworth for ~!>212. Then around 1914 the church was ·torn 

down. 

( 
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CENTRAL lVJ.E'llliODIST CHURCH (up to ax·ound 1912) 
1894 - 1966 

The town of Mo1mt Airy wa·s growing;, and, as i.Yl the case of a.Tly gro.tving town, . the 

( population began t~ sh:l:fto At, first there was our 1829 Lebanon in the northern part 

of t.o1vn - 'way out in ·the countryca Then came Main Street Methodist, . tt.;o miles south, 

the center of a little town beginning to ~·rowe Again came a subtle shift of population·, 
: .. 

north again but no·t ouj:te so faro So Central was begun in the central part of town,. on 

·t:;he corner of Dixie and Franklin, c:lose by the Pace hl::S~~ng House and Squire Pace's 
. ;r ~\S ~"""\d. . \-lad been Lddetn . 

Livery Stable were once.J l-laa boca m.Jaen silver .{'o keep it from the marauding Yankeeso 

"In 1892 the .ttevarand MrC! blair preached a challenging sermon on the subject,, 

"·Methodism Should Go forward in kount Airy'~ The implication was that it was time for 

the l~Pthodi~s to move ·co a new location and build a greater :Methodis·& church.. After 

w~ch discussion~ some revolting, and a good revival the Methodists decided to build 

in the center of the eiet,y on land furnished by Mr" J. H. ~parger •••••••••• The nevi name 
lt. 

of the church was ·to be Central because it was to be located in the center of the tovm:; 

. and was to remain in t:tie center of their hearts forevero 11 (Annual bu.lletin, 1958) 

Came 1894, time for the laying of the cornerstone had ~l·ived. ~ame the 

invitation: "To be held tomorrow (Tuesday) morning, June 19th, 1894, at 9ollclock at 

the breaking of the ground for the new :Methodist Churcho ~xercises will be held on ·t;he 

lot on .cranklin Street. The people ot the town are cordially invited to attend and 
·i 

participate in the exercise:u * 
. f1'f' \-~c! 

They were there, ~the members--that is those who weren't mad--the ~~sons, the 

preachers, and, bless their hearts, ttevl!l llro mles b*oy and 1-tev. ~.tr. James H. Needhamo 
~ 

*Several references to "the co11tents of the cornerstone will be made by the wri·ter., 

This was a quote f':rom one of the papers, The Yadkin Valley News, which was a forerunner 

of "'c,he Mount Airy News and was ~di ted by Ra T. Joyce. 
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Dro Foy was 83 and tfas to die ·t,he following yea~; !''ather Needham, 95, still to 

live to assist Drn Boyer in a :revival in his ninety-ninth year~ This was "c,he third. 

!-1ount A:try congregation trtat these grand old men were to honor: Lebanon, 1~1.a:in S·t.reet 

rt.~.ert.hodist, Gantralo Father Needham. was to lead in pr~ver, a ritual in which he was 

just as much at home as in his own bed; Dro l'oy we.a ·to 1:.4'lth a shovelful of earth 

although it is said that to naranny" Bray went the honor of turning the first one f) 

There, too, was Dro Frank Reid, a son of the Rev. Mr. }duma •"eid who tn turn 1-1as the 

son of the .t"ev. Mro Jalnes Reid, both early and beloved -tormer past,ors of Old llbanon" 

\Vith prayer., responsive readings, scripture, an address by ·l;he then presiding 

elder, Rev. \t 8 Rill .t:Sarnett s and the raising of the hymns "All Hail ·the ~ov1arn and 

ncome, 0 '.Chou God of' u~ace., Dwell on this Holy !"lace", so lively s1.mg, it is said, 
.. 

·tiha:'u the "singing could be heard for a mile , the cornerstone was laido In it, in 
-" 

an old s·tore tin cake boxt went a Bible, a. copy o£ the program., a short history of 

the town by Ro T. Joyce, a list of church officers and ~unday School workers, some 

memorabilia of Odd F'ellows' Lodge /1107 wo duly noted that they had attended in full 

force:: copies of the ''Christian Advocate", the "Nort;h Carolina vhristian Advocate n, 
. . 

the "Yadkin Valley News", n\.ihurch and Home" - a church paper edited by ·the Reve Mr. 

Blai:s, all to be opened .sixty two ye;.lrs later in varying s·t.ages of' deteriora:tiono 

•TTne new church", it was noted in the Yadkin Valley News, was to be "one of 
the h~ndsomest in the state o •••••• The main auditorium vdll hold four hundred and fif"'Gy 
and ·t;he annex ... "wo hundred and fifty people, '!'he annex is connected with the main 
audi-torium by a foldi11g partition o In addition to these two depa.rtr11ents there are also 
an infan .. c.s' class room, la<U.es' parlor, library, and pastor's studyo i'he building will 
be heated by fu.rn~ces in the · cellar. It is 8.5 feet high. There is a .fron·t; and side 
entranceo Only the very best brick will be used in its construction. 'I1he interio1t 
construction and finish will be handsome and attractive. The cost of the church 

completed will be ~~12,000 to $1$,000. .t.:he building committee is composed o£ Messrs"' 
Jo Ho Sparger, Ja Ho Prather, Jos. liJ. Ashby, To Jo Lowry~ and Ji.o -~o Yokley. The 
soliciting committee are Messrso Bo Fo Sparger, Jos. W. Ashby, J. Ao Yokley, and 
Rev o Ho M., .I:Uairo n · 

And handsome it was to be, this brick struct1.1re of pseudo-Gothic architecture 

ldt,h i"cs beautifUl stained glass windows and tower:;..ng spire which was to domina·ce 

for so many golden years the skyline of this little town. The main auditorium did call 
.;. 

for the finest m.a"Gerials; but, according to Mr. B. Fe Sparger who told ·this 1dth a 1•n7 

smile, and to newspaper accounts, money ran short, and the project was mot ·to be finished 

lli'ltil the latter J1l rt of 1899o 



• 
- L:$ -

But. work on Central did start. ·.co an architet:t frcm l.Jetrcit h;_1d be.:-n intrusted 
, 

( the plans, and ·to ibe lJ!essrs. Galloway and Belton the contrac'llilf job"' i"J-* ~J. H. 
dl14d - Q 

( 

Shelton mmd the building at _. .. 3.00 per day. Brick tt-ras bought !rom the Short Lumber 
~ ' 

Yard a·t, i! 7.0f'l per thousand. The tmge- t alters uere hllilt sn tA:e i'laer Md '&heR 

~sted tn~i:LtY, 'd.i:tb a 1dnefdii±. ..... ev. H. K. Boyer did not see how the 

congrer.tati()n could possible pay for this grand church. And !·ay for it they did not 
.., 

until lA.ter. .Jht they did .finish the "annex". 

The ttRnnex" lras a huge room, 30 by 60 :f'eete On the west end "tias the ladies 1 

parlor v~"ith it~s steps lepding outside to the r'ranklin i.Jtreet side. 'l'he cC<ngrega.tion 

*'-at first sat on bP·nches t-t~eh they improved by raint in 1(~96. ~ventually., they 

bou~ht sl~.tted lrooden chairs .. Here services Here held, and i·'lr. }\(. 0 .. Sydnor took 

as his bride i1dss Charlotte (Lottio/ Banner, Central's first l!Tedding couple, in 
. ~(J.d 

lB97 o · fv"•iss Alice .... pargerAhor.~ed to ha.ve the same distinction '~hen she married !'.tr• 

.b;. H. Kochtitzky in the new sanctli.ary in lt}99 but she missed it by a t:evt months; she 

P.r~-~4" 
became the annex's la ;~· ~e~ 

\ 

If' the building stayed busy, so did the congregation. 

Some o£ the leading church members o1· ..;ent.ral 1 s beginning "t-rere ~.r. Bo 

ff:cCargo who had to remind the congregation that ii' they did not pay their building 

pled~H~s his coMmittee lvould be er1barrassed; J. R. !Jaddi~on Hho was the ..,u.nday School 

superintendent and to all accounts a good r.ne; Joseph Ashbl) the scribe.~ whcm the 

ouarterly c"'nference ~eople qrJ.Monished to tr-Irite his nar!e ~;ith "a little more care"; 

G. v~. Sparger; B. F. Spnreer (my hisLoricnl E;ourc~ '/,and son of Nafrlin); J\ ,., Ir. Smith; 

~. c. Foy (sf'ln of 1-tl.les}; Dr. ·1'. B. J\shby; J. H • .Prather; Jo L. Ashby; .it. ·r. Joyce; 

T. J. Lr.~r.ry (the best :oress n~ent Central hB.d--he T:ran e .. itor of the ~o'.l()tmt Airy Ne':·rs 

and harrily q_ t-teek lntssed ,. .. :hen he did not re : .. ort on Uentral) ; J. Ae Yokley~ LfG .o. Jr !'.ves; 

;;± !l!.h-n:nlfe to }~; ~l~ .:.lJ.tiel'bos .fgp -much o! tl1is anS.--ethex inf'otJfta'&ion,.· ·~ .. . 

.:,:-t J: ii s a.'ld more~evelDnt ini'cnrm.tion ha:. been gleaned from back co~:j~es of the 

Mount Airy News 't~hich JAl'!les ~. Jobnson, edito1 .. and l;Ublishcr of· '£he ~~io.int Aicy 
iiews, hR.s been P,racious enoucth to let this ', :;ri ter use. 
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GJ~N'rRil.l. (continued) 

a .. H. Spa:~ger ('t-tho belonged to J!iUrlin too); 13. Y. Graves; ~ • .t'l-. Poore T:Jho t·r: ·s nlso 

sexton.. There was a Home and .foreign 1-'dssiC'nary Sooiety which had parties for the 

church at the Blue rl.idge Inn and on J .. H~ Prather's spacious lawn,and its sister, 't:he 

I4:3dies' Aid, and a Youn~ People's Hissionary ~ociety, the forerunner, probably1 cf the 

J:,Y:r~orth Lea~lew 

... he congregation was unable to keer all o£ its shortcondnr,s from itf; pa~tors--

nor from the tlews editor vTho told the t·1holc to·Nn and thtls provided free advertising. 
·;~1 

0n AUf;USt A, 18951 RP.v• A., P .. '!1yer reports to the t..,unrterly wonfr·rence: 

~t 'ihe spiritual condition is improved. It averages fairly \ll:tth other chnrf.!es* 
'rhere is not so much 1-rorldliness in the church as around it. l knot:J o1· but ttr:o people 
'tiho d snce anrl belong t.o the church. 'lhere has been a bad influence in that direction 
by }Jart.ies cominp, to f.Jiount Airy." (You see, b'lihite ~ul.rhur ~ri..11gs :as becoming an 
extrer~ely popular sunnner resort .. ) «The peof:le have not the organic force tnat leads 
to a r~i~her life. H~ve mar!J" devoted, but have not the higher spiritual. l..: . .t·e. .uave 
a p;ood d.eal !'If bug~' ridine on Sunday. rJo real actual si~~ oi' a :revival, but am 
dispt-sed to read this class of literat,ure, rather than books of 8 religious character, ...... 

"Has m missionary society, not flo uri shin~, but in a Vf.'-ry ecod conc'lit,ionq) Has 
:improved some this ye~r. u~~s been runnin~ on ·too narrow lines ........ . 

"'-~e have tHo Sunday Schools and uill organize another." f'tl.i~/frJ..i/ii/J&i/ltt 
HJ:(t"f>*fpf/.)i/ School at South Street is •oing better t•iqrk thnn ever~" ( lt had tr0uble 
the next yur--maybe i"olded,.) "L.nin Street Ch\'ll"Ch SUnday School is in good condition"' .\~1. 
Has tr:odel Su_r;erintendent." (1!. .. c .. i~('·y) 11 ~;ill organize n tiunday School at namburg.,. 

"Jfj a. P·1ddison repo-rts 175 enrctlled, ~vernp,e atten<.1anoe l20w Has better teachers~ 
· The youn~ ladies are tak~ an intereFt as te~ ·'Chers. u (:tt'rom the !..'lount J\iry ~Jetvs of 

1899: "The houl. .. of Sunday School is chanrted from h o'clock to 9:30 to 10:3.0 (sharp)n) 
"One ,t.:,p,·.rorth League, pal"tly nlive, partly dead, partly born, and partly no-t 

bol"l1tt Hooe to have it soon in ;~ood coni.litil"n." (he must h~ve ~.·rorked en it.. It w ... s 
reorpanizerl in 1D96 td'th R. ~. Craven as president; l·iiss """lice Sparger ~r!d \·l~ H. 
Simpson rirst and secf'nd vice presidents respectiv·ely; J .. ' · Green as secretary; and 
f'das Annie !\"'infield a ~1 treasurer. 'J.hey met on ~re~k rlays,.) 

r~ro Te J. Lot.Jry' also did 'his reportin$t in the l'\tount Airy News. He noted ·th:.1t 

the youn~ 1:eoplE! had n birthday party at .i~:trs .. J .. ~10> Poddison 3 s tJhich netted ~3Lo00.., 

Neither did l"ir. Lowry n5 lect to re1.:ort on matters of conduct. 

"A member of \.ientral &·ithodist ~burch requests us to state that he did . not ;·;~t 
to hear Er~ Barnett's sermon :Junday- night on account ot certain 1-arties who whispered 
and 'visited' all the time during the services." 

And .qnothE-r: "Rev,. llr. u:~mett believes in tellirl.r; the peor:le o£ their s:i..ns , 
re~arriless o£ the resillts. 

"t~v. JJr. Bnrnett ~ot after those of us------
n AlonP~ i}~ ab"ut the latter part of ·t.hat week 't..re concluded that he T,·r as striking 

at us, and t-te didnl.Ji. like 1~t mt1.ch, esr.'ecially his ref£~rence to a number of his official 
members ~rdn~ off to he.:1r a r oli~ical speaking \-¥hi.le the meeti.ng .. as in progress *' .ti'ut 
Dr., .bprnett u~1s right--we t·rere wrong. n 

----------------------------------------------------·--------------------
.;..~ J.':t:inutes 
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C.C.N'l'il:~L (continued ·· 

And U!::6n :3.t~t,endat"'lce: 
"Attendance upon prayer meet;ing hardly ave1~age.. &~;;.dies ou~~ht to attend 1-1hether 

their husbands, f:::~thers, broth~rs do or no·t .. " 

Rdi tor Lot~-rry also rer ~orted Upon Dr. JJarnett 1 s sermons ag;ainst the saloon 
vote~ Dr. Harnett pre~ch : d ·:g,-Jinst; the vote cnrried for ... 

On July 2'11 1896 th(! Rev. Vr • .Darnett rc.·pihrts at quarterly conference: 

"3g" members and one of the Sunday Schocls rm.s been organized into a missionary 
society .......... . 

"report ~0unt· assessed for supr.·ort of· the ministry, .. ,l,liln, proportion ~aid 
to date 33~ H.lliserl by asse~sment.., .L'or othe::· purposes l~ 26~ 'L'he .uoard of.' .stewards 
is or!:!'an:.tzed and there are t"Wii ~ood church buildings--one church buildin(r. in proceBs 
of erection." 

In 189'"( he report~·~ that th~re is f...l church nttend~nce of two hundred out o£ a 

n1e:mbersY~ip of 391. 'J.'he Sunday 6chool mc.mbership is 150., 

In 1898 Rev. H,. K. J.Joyer comments u~on 'the revival 1r..ri. th t-1hich lt'ather !~eedham. 

· assisterl and rep()l00ts that there ~ere fifty added to the member~hi.t- (~at,her Needham 

was invited to }::reach at the church on his one hundredth birthday, declined because 

of' 2nother. cotmnittment, but died bei'ore he could fuUillcither.) .Lf.ev. l.10yer re: ort;:j 

diffieultie$ l·1hieh delay the building of the ne'W' church. ln 1899 he reports .::1 revival 

ln ~~hich there were tt·1enty new c"nverts. 

Lest the unstmr:; toilers be Plssed by let us sec about the .:Junday School('$ .In 

1A95 the-re ~Jer@ nine classes rr:·ported., 'l'hesc te· .. chers kept it ~tcing: J.., ~ f~ison 

(superintendent), bYte. J6 ~. f~J4ison, hrs. Jo&l 1·1. f tlltC\n, ii~iss fi,llie ~ricE-, 1·-iss 

Eli' c .. li'<'y, E. G., Gilmer, Jos. tl. Ashby, J .... rl. !··r~~thcr .. lvho l'•ter becam(-; the i'i'PJ.Ch beloved. 

choir!nan hf the J.>oard f')f .:Jtet·Jards.,. ey ljOt~ the classes hHJ. grotvn to seventeen@' "'"long 

Carrie:· 'rnt.rlor, .John LOP '\i,orthli .Li~zie (ffarger, t.ia.rrie Sparger, x'lro. ~. N. Allred, K.:rt.e 

Ta:Jl~r, Professor l.:;•inick, Lilli€ ~ides, .i;J.aggie .h?:ttersPn, .l•Jrs .. l'otle, K::~te tiurkeSI ur .. 

Hut 1-1hat ab0ut the church a-building all of these five years? lt t-IaL finished~. 

In sr i-t.e of money troubles the O(')n~regation sornehov:r cr-me thrOURh Hith a bec:Jutiful 

sanct.u···ry.. The builders h~d done their ~·rork .. 
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Ci<NT~hL (co.nt.inued) 

·.a.h~ ·nrk l,ras nrirst clrlS '·· ~ admired by everybody .. ,..interiot:r oi' this elegant 

{ edificE: ~u, not only bee.ut.i"fu.lly f:i.nished bllt ~he '·.'oxi<" is subst~ntir:Jl. l.loo:i rrtat..e:ricd. 

ha;:; lK·en -,~sed rmd ~reat care t.hrc)UJ~hout. '.Cruly, all can SRY "~Jell done'". 

111e editor also announced, t:.i'·ier !!lUCh agonizing over ·the ~u.,.rival o.:t" 'the 

s(1shes in t .. il:"le for the district~ c.:oni'erence, that "ventral Church be;sins to look 

like ~ house of rtiorshiL·. 'the rnemoric:l windo\-lS,. ~nd.t in tact, r~ll the tdndows Hl"e 

of mode1"n dP.sign Gnd lot-k beautiflll.,. 'l'he stained gl(:;_ss with their brilliant cc .. lorf3_, 

ndrl .to litt.lA to the Hppear.nnee of the church 11
• 

And beautif\ll ·they t<1ere, these ".:r.i.ndm·rs. linJ.orted .from li'r~nce, col~tplete l.Tith 

their delic~ttt:"'--not brilli .':)nt--colors ~nd the J?rench fl~ur-de-lis, the t·~'" r.temorial 

one i;'ns ded'icate-i the the Rev .. Dr. Miles jj'oy nnd had fllready been. paid for. J.t'ive 

c~~nt't; "nnd upu r..rere corn:i.nr; in for the bluish north one of .rRther Needham*so S-,d1y, 

ar1other memo:r-i ~1 l·dndo·r ·m.s up, .g direul;:lr r:nr~ on the south side, tJ. metnorial to 
Carrie £~nd ·Jillie.l' f''MrMlll~'q e~ 

' t'.\0 c-f lJr~ r_rAy1or':; dau~trt,crs/ t..rho h~1d dic~1~~· typhoid i'f.:Vel"' "htith:tn fiv~ d.~)YS of E?aCh (j"'t't ;t;.~, 

(.J'ther,. Anc,the:r circulnr one. dorninated the recessed choj.r lo..l't, one ;.ittl a gorgeous 

red. 14f-lltese cross, paid for by the liv·ely £-pworth Lca,.~ueo 

lbe pine "t·rood~;o:rk '( ·~ ns sta:i.ned"' ';:h.e ce'ili.ng 1-.TP...S vault..edJI vtith :) la.rge c;ircular 

1.i~j:ht fixtttrG:~ in the ,!1~iddle. .Ip;.ac?-n~ to this circln of el~ctr~c .. li~gt~ wer...e grea'G 1 • 
~o Mr. e\~'-'c:}e S'ne\\"" s:.Q.\d) ho.d bee:t' ~ t•tnshm ~1\ lhe ~let>t"" et.'f\J. J~,.. ho iS fed w l),e ~,::\ l' '1 Wl rh ~ u..."'e, •" 

crnatt~ b(?amS 't~Yhi.c~ ~'fii'a&ly'~ countless restless children like t.ne \cJri ter :-rho, 

s'i ttjn~ -rtflth her aunt an'j ccur;in r •. rhile her fflthcr and mother nnd uncle sang :in the 
.· lh~ bta~ prf.cb~b~ 

ch0ir, conP.trlntly h:-1d to fif!ht .~ los:inR bat,tle ·£~ith the fidgets,l\f\lrnish+Jd much food 

for inv·'"!ina.tionl ~htriru; lon~ ;sr·rrr.cns v1he11 these benms could be turnec}._ int:"J streetsA and. \ 
~ ('1t<lt\wh~, &; , \n-er pe-s~1 't>.-olhEt-' «.~ h\S . ttc~,·c.s ,oi 1v <;.~t c"' 1he ¥-t-etlt ~'-cJ b"t lt'\er09?1rtS 

theL E:l~bnr~,te ?Orners inti) .fa~:\ein!")~~inc:t P\1Yf10U~ns.f\,p:l.,as l:&~b-- cl l;v·o t o be fj~bi-?d 
~. n\\-€ tl'N\U~,n, 1"n-ef1'\SE'\t"l5 ~Q11',,. Q.\)~ t'e-CtOii\~· fnt\~ ~V'f\~G~ 'S.c_h?jv) r~F~;_) 

,-·n· tsiL =fle.l"J z- o., iii_ lil.. .n hot:sr.d:tt . I. Lt en i H n ·• ... ..; * h ~ 1i nch.. , . 

!'f'he chrdr loft 1rYClS recessed--durin~ t.he thil~d anr'J l;;st .rc-)modelil'l~~ it lias 

rest.f":··eti ~nd enl·-:·:rP.ed--td.t.h a reed c:r~an gs the l11Usical instrument9; ~t'he pulp:tt. 

fttr.·:nit.u:r•e l-TAS late Victurian nnd 1·~as made up of "the pulpit~, t ·\·;o red pl.ush ch~1irs, 

and .n re~1 nlush "setteeu. J.hey at .. e still in exi.stence a.Yld in private handsw.~o 
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C£:Nf£i1AL ( c n.tinusd) 

So •.u;nt Cen.tral ·Church as do all chu.rches ... -sorn.e good m.i.xed r,.Jith .~i l.lttle of 

The district conference had 1net, ne~r Su~1day School t .. et~chers h[l.c\ 

members paid 2/3 of t.he pas-t.or 's salal"'Y while the oth(~r ,310 paid l/:3.. 'l'he boru:·d 

of stewards alone paid .. .t>~So.or;n. Z.kj doubt ·there is a parallel here to some rr..oder.n 

churches. 

So e11ters the tt-.~ntieth ct;nturyA G\t")J 1he -e\')j e~-r hl:3 s lc~ ~.:,1 - --

From hel"'0 the reader is mostly en his own, since 1nany nnw ~iving .r·emember 

thea~ incidents, items,. and people here mentioned. The tilne j.s e..f.ter 1900 and 

durinf": the early part of our een-t,u.ry. 

Ar0und 1906 our church evidently t-1as humrning. Here is n:ti ~~ cerpt from the 
i~l 

(~uarter1y lion.f"erenee report of" Nay 21, 1906 on the tt{]enerAl ~tate of the Ghurchn. 

nr,ur church is in the most prosoerous f;tate s_t.-iritually ::.~nd materially that, 
it bas ever been since 1-t,s organization.. 1'his is t.he Wli versal opinion of ottr 
p0o:pl~ Ottr re'\rlval bet;!1...i"'l on the fi~st daJr o.f April. l*'rcr:1 s~r.vi.o~ to ser.-vi.ce the 
J.nterest inc:r·easecl in spir.i t and pot-Jer t'or t't~~nty nine days. 

nAl:most every night our entire auditorium and ~day School room \vcre 
C~.Jt'llded v:.i.th people t.,rhn uere thrillei; ~~d.th intere~"t in the nti.ghty question o~· et.ernal 
life. 

"'l•he people ~enerallJI"' h.a.ve expt'essed the opinion that they have never before 
seen ·sach hmll.::m i!1tert:~st in s&lvation, not .. su.ch a gracious Dl;l?nisf'eStation. of llod 
'3aYin~; pot-r~:rr·: There ':.'ere no less than thr~e hundred and fifty people converted at 
he t:llt.a:r of· pr-ayer. Hany t--Je ·re reclnimed ,'Jnd the entire church revived .. n 

J. B; i\bernathy ~ras t,hs preacher in charge. St(n'1fard;;; t.;ere Jf., R. r:tddison, 
t 

.J .. ·p. Pr;th£~r, B ... F .. S~:ar~er, J, . '1'. Hassey, B. c. F()y, R. H. lEonard, C.,. t; .. Greve1:1J1gb 

~J. :~. ~P.rr:·, Geo. n. Gr~-'ves~ T. B~ f.ilcCargo, ~. H. Kochtitzky.t J .. lJ. i•d.nick:> o .. 'tl. 

So etrl;husiast,ic were they that :t.n 1906 ou:r !wlnunt J.:.ir.•y congregntion was bot>t. 

------------~----------~--~------------------- --------------------------------
*1 1Th~ ~"!'·:tt.e~ ha.s nnt consulted the 1900 files of the I•Jount Airy .Ncv-Js. NE:-ither has 

bhe consulted at all t.he .files of the North Carolina '-thrist:i..an ,;dvnca:te"' The 
n••t.i:nut~eau notes ·w.Pre t.aker..t from the. files at Statesville.. li' anybody :i.s i.ntc·:n"e~Ste.-. 

1n a m<rr.-e exhnust~ study ol.' Gentra.l these \vould be excellent sources~ 
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C1l.NTRAL ( ccntinu.ed) 

·t,n dele\f.ateti frorn thE~ i..leste:rn £Jorth Ga:rclina t;onference • The invitation t,ras said to 

.t'1o1n1t Airy Bn:nk, and 1~coms in the "Grade School". wome o.f the delegates t.vere housed 

i.n tb3 Old Gentrf11 Hot,el, snme j_n t,he ~lue ir;j.dge, some in the Brown i.ioutH~, .Sl'Jtile i.n 

btr'.:, i.n th~ homes c~f tnembf·'rs from other churches. &'Uch an occasion ~-m.s it that some of 

they beinq ch:ildren ;:J't, the time., 

At the :risk of beco ··in}:; very t~dious the tJriter vd.ll list oome o!' these 

hsopit~~-1ble pe0ple, bot.h r1embers <md non-:net!lbers. This "';ill be a b~:;la.ted t.ha."lks to 

t,he latt,er.~ P..nd the n~Lrn ·es of th£-! others 1dll 1-erhaps bring back forgo ten memories. 

* 

P~re nre some of' our host members: Mrs. Kate Banner, Dr. ~J .. s .. A.,aylor, G .. B .. 
Cody, :r.f.. s. Gentry, A. H ... lvierritt, John L. Ashby» G~ 1''"' 'l'Aylor, Hrs. Jul:i~~" 1-'rath.sr., 
t;. P .. Sh(~rt~ J. H. Prather, J. 1) .. Thompson, s. P. Graves, T. H. 1'1ict;argo~ J,. i1 .• ~nof,.r, 
.E;. H. Koohtit.aky, R. H. H:lnest J. D .. 1\!lcGollum, .tt. H. Leonard, ,J. J.; • .l'l.inick) .. J .. ~J . 
Schtfub, J. R. Paddison, J. s. ',,1f''rl ... ell1 u. L. H.obinson, 0 .. H .. Kochtit~~ky, Geoco D. Gr c· VE·s~ 
~J. ~4.,. H.~dle;r, -J .. B .. Jnr1·ell~ Mrs. Cordelia Bttnner, C. R. l"l.erritt, J .. JJ .. Jf nkins, A •. b ... 
Smith, J.,. B .. :S)Jnrp.:~~r, F. L. Sm:lth, g. Bo Ashby, F .. N. floore~ J. H .. lr\tl·ton., H • .u .. ~~hort, 
E .. C .. li'rJy~ P .. /\. 0v1Pns, hi'. ,.J .. .L1yerlv, Jesse I•' ... Pratherjl Geo .. ~~ .. SJ..~u·ger, J • .B .. !• .:~'l"p, 
',tlJ.l H~lep n: • .t!~ jJ.;eKinney» t·list-ses i:·'d.nnie and K;.;tie Burke, Jll1r·s. Jnc,. '1' • .L·~ioore, .V1 .. G. 
Reeves, Nrs .. A. ~ .• Sidf'!S; S,. P,. Gr~ves, S. i·t . .t1Hle1 J. £{. Durh~m, i1J.Ts .. \f. . .S ... 0t'easy, 
C .. / ... T!'lylor 1 ~1. H. Long, Hrs .. Ida. Banne:C'_, R. V. Deyerle, Gus Gar-LP>ell, l ... W. H.~rrber 

Nt•'·T for some of our nbl:.V;inP.: frienrls: He.rry Ua.llo-.:..;Ay, FlisS' Jenn_ip v:·· tt.ing, D ~ 
P ff ·· 11 r• dn t. / ,., (.1 c1 •lm t\'_ . k L r.. .. no. lllr!t.\, ;J .. ._:;. S"f' ()1'·, ,... .. ~. (,.:art..erso N:rs. •ora vJ. er, dYtn. Gii,.-pson, . .. "' .!.jt}f' e, . r • 

.. 101''n qc"lrW}•:::I"" ill''*"'.c- T\r., ..... rn~~~ u~nes 1.· • ~ • 1ohns-n !:"' i.l !-1--lcJ._.ll '1 r1P-> I'. ; _/ 11o··Jcrc. l"r-1"~ ,j •:nn.c.~ ...... \.• .!., ...... .~.., ~.\.;.)jt uv- • .. ... } •.•. '.t.'• ""• ....... .Li,-"' j,l .. .4-ir;:,, J.-~,;~.J.;:.;.f ...... n ... .. •-'5"''' ,1 .... ~.:,0· -~·. ~·...:..w 

~r. holli:nf;;s·r:;·orth, ~~. J., .. :~teele~ ~lx~s .. J .. L .. .row·ell, virgil Holc:omb, u(o •. t1 QvJcett, J .. I. 
Bi?ltcn, il.t;~lf.. G. C. h:.:;ymore ]Jr. .t;,. ·•. Allred, c.i umes •.luyzuore, 'lhom.as .t:'at·.:cet. t, H. r::;chaf,~r., 
P1'0:f .. J~~:fi; u~nri.s: ti'l- L. tir·;{lnore~ .~~ .. ureed, 1'Lrs. bllly !iollings~·;orth, ):1., 'VI. l;obbins, 
P!'O·<·. L .. ; s. Shepve, S,. ~ Inman!\ Hrs .. ~li_. ;\., Holtt 

Since some of the i"ollot-ring i t<:~m.s c:rre of l'n.ore or less per:.:c;tnal i:ntere;~t, to t,h:ts 

1fJ"t•:tter, ~nd ~-;ince this i:.; most.ly her book she 1·ti.ll ·te Ll the l'o.JJ.owing: 

~~?hich CO!'·resportd.s to our Youth 1-'ellcnrshii • D .. V. Price, 'then preacher in char~tc, 

~.r-nanks be t.o nry cotlsi:n, Lc1!'0thy Gre-veling .il..obt~r1json, t1ho gave me so very nn:~tth mai:.f1:ria1 
preserved by her parents) among them a li· nfe:renee f)rogr:nn ,frorn which t.t.i.~Se~·nart!~~ t:rere 
P.~le&,ed~ nhot,ographs, clip;:tiv.,gs.. Lorothy also ~1CC ('~m~.:.~~m:u~n me (Jtl m~;n;y- ol my tr:t,)S: 

Ct'1J'ied notes, proof rea.<1 ~ etc. 
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cotmnents in 1907., ttThe Leaf~Ue has ()nly abr·ut 25 members, but thf-)Y are uje\<Jels". 'l'hey 
are nearly ·:1ll f~~ithful att.endants at the 1Jrayer meeting services, the ~unday School, n.nd 

and the sermons; so that if "Je could increase the 1~eaF:,'Ue number~, t-Je ~Jhoultl Lh(:-~re.~ore 
( increase the spiritunlity o!' th~ t·Jhnle churchu. .H~ving known my father qu.ite tvell I 

( 

kno~.v that h~ riid tl"Y ve.ry hnrd to infuse the ~:noNledge of.' the Bible into the:tr mi.nds 

and set. a."l eXA!'~ple for thn ~.ttend::lnce upon church matters.. But----the Lr:t·l~Ue broke 

up. ·.vhy? Because they :married one annther. ·~ill 41~le married i·dnnic Burke; Oscar 

:lokley married C1-:tra Hale; Clpude ;)helton married ~)tella l·oore; &thr1nia P.shuy married 

V. C .. \hsher; John F'oy married ~i~bel t:.bsher; Li(:.{:a S-atterfield married i".t1.rrvin L~llis, et.c., 

.~~:line(\ rrry kl\n .folk 1:e:r.e interested in church music ~'ld contributed their 

sm:1ll tAleJ.~ts to the same 1 naturally h:;,·ve had <)pen ears abo}lt the church choir. 

HeplBein~ thE~ cld l·urnp organ in 1912 't-.tas a fine net·J organ.. lf co;.ious correspondence 

cnn.ce:rnin~ ita oureh:=:.se :.·Jh:toh have be .. '·n preserved is any inciic:ation Jc,o tthe care 

lavished unon its leleotion it, must h~~ve been very fine indeed. Claude ~helton 
\ 

st~t.tes ·t.ha.t it ~taa supr lied with ai:r f·r0m a l:u-ge ~~llol'.tS Hhich Has opcr8.te.d by a 

Pater uump ~~ich in turn upushed the be.lloHs up and d.otm. n '.!.'hen the pu..mp dropped. 

bacl< intn it.f; eylind~r ~rhile the wat,e:r· ran out. 'l.'he piston reached the bottom of 

a cylinder an<i trl-ored n valve th~t r-v;a:i.n turned the ;.,~.rater back under tbe pist.on 

.fnr ~nother shove tt~ .~C?"ainstthr:. bello\·TS and thus up nnd do'fltm until the organist 

shut off the ~~ratBl"n. 'rhis org8n l:Y;:.)S dedicated on Fridey evening; July 12, 1912, 

by F:iss l:·'~innie Hnynes and Claude ~~erscn, ilius .. li. 1 A visiting (.)!"ganist ~ 

!ir:,~c~uae l·iiss Briq,gs P rather 1~:-a..~• still, in colldge and since. Hiss i:-~ary \h•eveling~ 
1he. u;,;leb 

@'n P.cccmplished organist., ~xas visitinB her sister and brother, ~ mother and uncle, 

she l-r.us ~sked to be organi's L until th~t ti:tne when Bri:-;gs t..rould be home from school and 

cc•uld become the re~!,Ular church orr~anist... Aecording to the Yc;arly liull€tin, 1958., 

n·.Miss Creve lin~ ha.rl studied orgru1 i.n 1\!ew York ~~ity.. ~l!hcn she played Hp..ch und J3eethoven 

the '£?:ood s?..ints' t.rere not su:re ab-··ut, t.his youn~ lady's tlc.arning 1 for she pl::t,yed 

whr:'t they called theatre music Hhile the stewards took U.£. collection.. D-llt there 



Prnt'her ~ indider;:t.a.lly., did becone organist until she married and moved at-Ta}/o~ ~>he 

( was a most beau·hiful ~md lovely girl, by ~.tll accounts, but she dj_ed yotmg .. 

::tr1 J:..nt!lj.sh fam.i.ly o£ three b:r~others, mother, and sister. 'J.ile brot.hers st8.rted the 

g1 .. an:tte ouarr.y and the fourth brother -vu-2-s killen there. ·fhese brothE~rs t.;rere v·ery 

talented and ~ecomrlished musically. 4 hey lived :tn ·the big ~~~hite f"rmne hov.se~ no-v.r 

an Afinrtment house, :1cross from hhe lt'irst Bapt.ist Church- Here, the! the huge back 

:i~rul!dc 1~0L~ they held their nmusicals''. 

In th~.s rocm$ re:1ey t,o be pl~~yed by tt:t~Jr.. Gt~orge; "1hose legs 'Aere so sb..ort 

thP.tt ·t.hey cr·uld b~rely rE:ach the pedal~ was a. large p' e organ. Cellos21 violes, and 

vtolins seemed to abound everywhere.. On tJl.e \..ralls ~~ere pictures of EilUn(.~nt. musicinns., 

.~!ld nn the floor tvro great big ti.ger skin rugs •-Jith big st,u!!ed heads and ga:p:tng 

mouths 

like my brothel' and me, 't•J'ere taken t,o these musical~ by our parents~ J\nd, incident.ally: 
r~on4 

1 might add;~~ I never remember being bored.. Aaleidosccpes, stereop·t.ic pic'tures, 

" m.usio~(l trlstru .. ments~ tiger heflda, "i,...ir. o,:· orge': v.rl:t.h his cello, "f·lr. J.om" l>Ji.th hi.s viola, 

ttlv!r., li'y•ank" T·rl·&h his Violin, and C'ld ~·h:•s.. 1111ood:r•of£e hovering in the background kepi~ 

grr,1;,::rJurs as t-rell as ch·~ ldren interested. J.he f'~rvorite accom.pmd.st of the ~~oodroj:fes;i 

.Beet·,hoveri,. and horae around Hith the ~~oodroffe broth, rs inst .. ead oi· helping my rncrther 

a.1~tend ·t.o ~- pesky brot.her end roo";'.t.er excuse tor a prolonged v.tsit dovm touth. 

The k?oo(lroofes played in our choir tu1ti.l one .:.>unctay, aft.er they and tr~ choi~~ 

h<~d 1<'tYcked 1Jf..~Y!Y hard ~-rep a.rint; very speci\ll music, the ne1,1 preacher nemfl...rked that 

a:i.1.1.ee the pre a\~ her had to have titne to 1-reaeh he didn •t t-~ant, so m:nch time t.o be taken 

up in music~ f"X' something t,,, that efi'~ct. As a result, the ~'Joodroli'es never aeain 

play-sd in Cent,ral Ghurch41 Jbld the oJ..d Wood.rotf>i'e pipe organ in not~ :L'l the ~piecopal 

G,n!rch .. 

/ 
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So :l.t l1~s. But before this little history ccr.1es to an end let u.s not forge·t--- · --·~-

tbe Snn .. 1Ry School picnics at. the Jld.te Sulphul'• Springs taken by t-:rray oi' the ttct:tnky" 

~railro=1d; ·tne little three r('r.nt house on Dixie h.i.ch housed the cwerflo~·rlng ~)unda_y 

Schc0l; 't·t:r·a .. J. R • .t·aidison and her little ".&..):~ht He·!rers" and her st,ory of th<:;: 

1:1' tle 1~ir.•l ~-mo h~d ;.~ habit of' SvJeep:\ng dirt under a ruP; but quit--she had bec~me a 

Chr:isti:1n; the Jot-bellierl stove 11h:tch beaten the trannex"; .t·reaohcrs l'. H. IJ.'o· .nscnd, 

T .. L. ·,H_neenff, ann the \"t:itty D. Vance .r'rice ubo held so many funerals that t!hf:n 
c.Vc.\S a.s~~ 1" ho\J so rn<1t'll.~ 

somebody a<1ked u~hy ~, somebody els~ replied., "~~by, don't you know? He't never lost 

a CD se j'·et P', J. 1i'. !<'..irk, W. H. '•~illis ~>Tho ~:rt ated (and he must hflVe) 11visi·ted every 

.t•tethodia"t home in the city, includin~ the homes of about one hundred not. identif.:ted" 

and whr~ li·:;tad these r1embers in a church rer>;ist,er~ JJ • .r.,. ne:rmnn ...... '~...... i'Jld don, .. ,;, 

forge·L E. H. Kochtitzl·y> the dedicnted .:,unday School superintendent o£ t·Henty five 
t!V\e 1!'¥ \'h~ wn\ets 

y~ars, r~nd. (i;..o me) t1Liss KHt,ie Burke, ~ untrained but dedicated 6hildhcod ;;;;unday 

Nt.>T·r it, is £.l ll yourr;. Old church records, ~ua:rt.erly conference minutes, 

n..i. .. utes or! .file at. 3tates1..rille, North Carolina, ~·lorth "-'arolina ;~dvocates { ~rhich I 

ht5.V€ not cr.n.su.lted) r~re ready for the lO"kinr.~ and consultinP;. .Out--what about your 

dcc.tnom~ 
C'Nl'. r erson.al .. r,mi11iscences .. ! uiou.ld you f"orp;et th(' camp at Kn.pp s l·ti.ll; i~hn.t 'tfAi'idcrfnl 

pe:rs0nnlit.y ;:~l'·s. J .. L& . .~olt.z; 'Yh11 H~l(; an.d his Juni~-:r liepart£tent; '-'esse B~LYH'lei' and 

h:ts count:tn~; of. ~'unday :.:.tChoo t money; ~ihoten Hines, the ~·hite ~hristJJlaS '-:J~nta. vJ.,~u.s; 

Vrs . G;;.lvin GrtlVt:~s 1 :i.ninj:&able r·~ission vtudy l..ilass; t,he good n.a:tu:re<l laughter of -''.Lrs. 

A. B. ·"'omer\tille; !:ir:::;. J· .. D .. Jenkins T:7ho sang soprano so lo·ng in the clm.rch choir; 
I 

o.rgardsts t1~rt!aret A~hby ~~rger, Nell Fol:tor GlennJ Leslie J.\othrock Gurry 1 Do.r-otby 

Grevelins; .-t~berts(.)n; (fer me and my brother, the ever welcomed and looked for rnon·tJ1l.~~r 

ste1-~ards' rne '-·ting 1-rhen our daddy t-mnt to take the minutes and we d.id !lOt have ·t~.) "say 

let:.snn rr;; the long t~easurei .. 's tenure of C. C. Creveling; Hr. Gee ... 0 ... Gravest 

hands t~ ~ke; ~·1r .- Osc :;.r Yolrley, i'o:r so lon~ the c hnrman of the jjo ar l of Ste-.;re.rds; 

1 ··hris·· :Ln G(:~t.hsemf!ne 1:r.l.ndc1·:; H.r .. J. H. ,li,mlger•s Baracca Glass; the f..catterod Sunday 
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School classes in the main auditorium (sanctuary) with J. D. Minick's Bible 

Class in the right amen corner; the Culpepper and I om P. Jimison revivals with 

their mourners' bench reinforced -with the background music of "Rescue the Perishing", 

n Almost Persuaded n, and u Just as I am". Just remember your own. 

Do not let your children be among those who remark in later life, nNow, 

if only I had asked my father (mother) before he (she) diedl" Write down those 

tidbits here, now, right in this book. Perhaps this list of pastors can jog 

your memories. 

1900-1901 _ Zadok Paris 
1902-1903 - F. L. Townsend 
1904- - T. E. Winecoff 
1905-1906 - J. E. Abernethy 
1907-1908 - D. Vance Price 
1909-1910 - John F. Kirk 
1911-1914 - W. H. Willis 
1915-1918 - George D. Herman 
1919-1920- Walter B. West 
1921-1924- H. K. Boyer 
1925-1926 - ~i. A.. Newell 
1926- - R. H. Daugherty 
1928- - A. C. Gibbs 
1929-1931 - c. s. Kirkpatrick 
1932-1935 - J. Thomas ~gum 

1936- - M. Tilrner Smathers 
1937-1941. - Walter J. Miller 
1942-1946 - c. Newton Clark 

1947-1948 - Frank B. Jordan 
1949-1953 - A. C. Waggoner 
1954-1956 - Walter L. Lanier 
1957-1960 - Earl H. Brendall 
1961-1964 - Frank c. Smathers 
1965-1968 - D. Edwin Bailey 

1 969-1970 - Horace C. McSwain 
1971-1974 - Robert 0. Ralls 
1974- He! a&a. W. Tucker 

~ 
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