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WESTFIELD FRIENDS MEETING 

Westfield Friends Meeting, better known as "Old Westfield," is the oldest religious 
organization in Surry County, dating back to the 1760's when pioneer Quakers from 
New Garden crossed what is now known as Quaker Gap in the Sauratown Mountains to 
plant a community in the valleys of Big Creek and Tom's Creek. On August 8, 1772, 
New Garden Friends Meeting recorded that "the Friends near the mountains request the 
indulgence of holding meetings." On November 13, 1786, the Monthly Meeting of 
Friends was formally established and the name was changed from Tom's Creek to 
Westfield since this had been the "western field" of what New Garden considered a 
mission project. Westfield Friends Meeting essentially gave the community of Westfield 
its name. 

The meeting grew rapidly and established several new meetings. In 1803 a quarterly 
meeting was established with Westfield as its center. Gradually the migration westward 
weakened the meeting and in 1832 both the monthly and the quarterly meetings were 
laid down. In 1868 Friends gathered again at Westfield and started a meeting for 
worship. The meeting was re-established as a monthly meeting in 1883 and has 
continued without interruption until the present day. 

The buildings in which Friends meet for worship are called meetinghouses. George 
Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, and early Friends were convinced there was 
no need for special buildings for worship and met in people's homes or in the open air. 
Sheer growth in numbers, however, led to the creation of specific "meetinghouses" 
where they could gather for worship without distraction. The exact date of the first 
meetinghouse for Westfield is not known. A deed dated August 1797 for nine acres of 
land "including Westfield Meeting House" suggests that a building was constructed soon 
after the establishment of the meeting. Verbal accounts indicate that the first 
meetinghouse was located in the present graveyard. That log building decayed before 
the Civil War so when meetings resumed in 1868, they were initially in the open air. 
Around 1870 the original structure was replaced and used until 1885 when the present 
meetinghouse was built across the road from the graveyard. It was a frame structure 
with two front entrances and a belfry on top of the roof. In 1939 the vestibule and 
Sunday school rooms upstairs and downstairs were incorporated into the structure. The 
entrance was changed to a single set of double doors and the belfry was located on the 
side of the roof. In 1959 additional Sunday school rooms were added behind the 
sanctuary together with a basement that provided a small fellowship hall. The 
meetinghouse was bricked and a steeple housed the bell on the top of the roof. The 
education building including a much larger fellowship hall was completed in 1964. 

The minutes of Westfield Monthly Meeting of Friends in 1817 suggest a school already 
existed. "The importance of literary and virtuous instruction of our youth coming under 
consideration ... Joel Jessup, John Jackson, and John Carson are appointed to have 
care of schools in the future." When the meeting was laid down in 1832, the school 
probably went down as well but it was revived after the Civil War. Around 1865 the 
Superintendant of Schools under the Baltimore Association visited Westfield and held a 
normal school for a few days. He later recruited Ellen Minthorne, aunt of President 
Herbert Hoover, to become a teacher. This school closed before 1915. Westfield 
Academy was built in 1884. A public school was established in Westfield in 1916. 
When Lewis McFarland was pastor of Westfield Friends in the 1930's and 40's, he 
established the boxwood site to commemorate the site of the school. Each boxwood 
represented a student. 



IMPORTANT DATES IN THE HISTORY OF WESTFIELD FRIENDS MEETING 

On August 8, 1772, New Garden Meeting recorded that "the Friends near the mountains 
request the indulgence of holding meetings on workdays among themselves." On 
November 13, 1786, the Monthly Meeting of Friends was formally established and the 
name changed from Tom's Creek to Westfield. The first recorded minutes for Westfield 
Monthly Meeting bear the date December 23, 1786. The meeting grew rapidly and 
established several new meetings in Tennessee and Virginia. In 1803 a quarterly 
meeting was established with Westfield as its center. Westward migration, especially 
between 1801 and 1822, weakened the meetings and in 1832 both the Westfield 
Monthly and Westfield Quarterly meetings were laid down. Meetings began again in 
1868 and the Westfield Monthly Meeting was re-established November 9, 1883. 
Meetings have continued without interruption since that time. 

WESTFIELD FRIENDS MEETINGHOUSES 

The buildings in which Friends meet for worship are typically called meetinghouses. 
George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, and early Friends were convinced 
there was no need for special buildings for worship and met in people's homes or in the 
open air. Sheer growth in numbers, however, led to the creation of specific 
"meetinghouses" where Friends could gather for unprogrammed worship without 
distraction. 
The exact date of the first meetinghouse for Westfield is not known. A deed dated 
August 1797 for nine acres of land "including Westfield Meeting House" suggests that a 
building was constructed soon after the establishment of the meeting. Verbal accounts 
indicate that the first meetinghouse was in the present graveyard, located twenty steps 
west of Ira Chilton's grave (he died in 1885). That log building decayed so when 
meetings resumed in 1868, they initially were in the open air. Around 1870 the original 
structure was replaced and used until 1885 when the present meetinghouse was built. 
It was a frame structure with two front entrances and a belfry on the top. In 1939 the 
vestibule and the rooms downstairs and upstairs were added. The entrance was 
changed to a single set of double doors and the belfry was located on the side. In 1959 
the four rooms were added behind the sanctuary together with a basement that 
provided a small fellowship hall. The meetinghouse was bricked and the belfry again 
moved to the top of the structure. The educational building including a much larger 
fellowship hall was completed in 1964. 



WESTFIELD FRIENDS MEETING 

Westfield Friends Meeting, better known as "Old Westfield," is the oldest religious 
organization in Surry County, dating back to the 1760's when pioneer Quakers from 
New Garden crossed what is now known as Quaker Gap in the Sauratown Mountains to 
plant a community in the valleys of Big Creek and Tom's Creek. Those early Quakers 
began holding meetings by 1772. In 1786 a formal monthly meeting was established by 
the Society of Friends and the name was changed from Tom's Creek to Westfield since 
this had been the "western field" of what New Garden considered a mission project. 

The meeting grew rapidly and established several new meetings. In 1803 a quarterly 
meeting was established with Westfield as its center. Gradually the migration westward 
weakened the meeting and in 1832 both the monthly and the quarterly meetings were 
laid down. (Note that Friends are organized into monthly meetings, quarterly meetings, 
and yearly meetings. They refer to the church as a monthly meeting and to the church 
building as a meetinghouse.) 

In 1868 Friends gathered again at Westfield and started a meeting for worship. The 
meeting was re-established as a monthly meeting in 1883 and has continued without 
interruption until the present day. 

The first meetinghouse was built in the 1780's but decayed before the Civil War. It was 
rebuilt around 1870 and used until about 1885 when the present building was built. 
That building was modernized in 1939. Further additions and improvements to expand 
the Sunday School space, provide for a fellowship hall, and brick the exterior were 
made during the 1950's and 60's. 

THE HISTORY OF THE BOXWOODS 

The minutes of Westfield Monthly Meeting of Friends in 1817 suggest a school already 
existed. "The importance of literary and virtuous instruction of our youth coming under 
consideration ... Joel Jessup, John Jackson, and John Carson are appointed to have 
care of schools in the future." Westward migration resulted in the Westfield Monthly 
Meeting being laid down in 1832. The school probably went down at the same time but 
was revived after the Civil War (as was the meeting). Around 1865 Allen Jay, 
Superintendent of Schools under the Baltimore Association visited Westfield and held a 
normal school for a few days. He later recruited Ellen Minthorne, aunt of Herbert 
Hoover, to become a teacher. This school closed before 1915. Westfield Academy was 
built in 1884. A public school was established on the site of the Westfield School in 
1916; the structure well known to many of us was built in 1929. When Lewis 
McFarland was pastor of Westfield Friends Meeting in the 1930's and 40's, he 
established the boxwood site to commemorate the site of the school. Each boxwood 
represented a student. The names of the students and other school-related documents 
were placed in the stones that form the circle and sealed with the door from the wood 
stove that had heated the school. The door and documents were later lost to 
vandalism . 



A Brief History of "Old \.estfielcl 11 

'l'he \,c.stfie.ld Friends l·leeting, better known as "Old 

Westfield,'" is aptly named , for it is the oldest church in 

!~urn (lr :: ·tn1 · c- 11 r.o1rnt-ies. Its r-nnts rl.:itf' b ".l cl~ to the 1760's, 

when pioneer Quakecs from :i--:e.\J Garden crossed 'luaker Gap of 

the Sauratown !!ountains to plant a corruL1unity in the. valleys 

of Big Cre.e.k an<l Tom ' s Cre.e.k. 

'fhosc e.::i.rly r.u kers be;_; .n holdiug 111e.eti.1gs at .. estfie.ld 

by 1772 und e r the cc.re of Hew Cccr<le.n llont ly 11ee.ting, con-

tinuing in th:· t m.J.nne.r until 178G · . .,rhe.n i,e s t f ield l lonthly 

Heeting wa s formally stnrte<l. The ne11 i:1ee.ting prospe..ced and 

spread to start new Htc.etint;s in i)oth Vir~inia and 'l'e.1 1 ness~e. 

t c s twc rd mi~ration we.~kened the cone;ce.gation, '- ' .'l 

\iest cie.ld l'.leeting wa s laid down in 1832, not to be. 1~cviv 1..;d. 

until 1868 when Friends fro ~ :i ,J ew Garden a~ai n starte<l services 

on the old site . The l1ec Linr; Has formally reorg.:rnizeLl in 1883 

a nd has continued without interruption until the. i~esent day. 

Three church buildings .'.lre sa.icl to have hou~cd the 

"Old ~1estfie ld" con~1·egc..tion. The first was built ir1 the 

1780 ' s , but it decaye<l befor-e the Civil ' l.::'..r . It wets rebuilt 

about 1870 and continued i n u 2 c until about 1085 when the 

prese.1t buil ling was erectcl, later to be 1Lloderni 2 ed in 

1939 .::nd bricked in 1959 when an ad<litional fo11r Svnday 

School rooms were ~:dd .. _cl to the renr of the. building. In 

1964 an educutionul buildi1g w~s cohlplete ~ on the south 

side of the me(!dnghou se . 



1' :!is tory of 
Westfield l ~nthly Meeting of Friends 

(1) Deed record s in Gurry County ::.nd I~owan County sh.ow thut 

the earliest settlement of peo1 ·le in the are a -.:1hie:h L ... ter was 

to center about the 01:1 l..cstcicld "}uo.ke.r Church w~s betwee n 

1760 and 1770, for t .lere are records of i eople buying or claim-

ine land in that section betw : n those dates . Since most of 

the early settlers we.re Quakers , we may as ;:-i utlle tha t there. was 

souie. selitblance of religious group at on me£• r \Jestfield before 

1770. 

(2) \.est.field Church was es tablisheJ. as an off-s1 .. ring of the 

historic l~ ew G ,rclen Hrmthly Hee tine at Guilford Colle t:;e, for 

the church records ~t New G~rJ.en prove that to be a fact . 

The Quakers at New· G rden (Guilfoi.' <l Col •e.ge) re.garde.cl the 

church work at i~estfield as a sort of mission project in its 

early years, and sine~ it wa s locu ted wc ~t of Guilford College, 

it was referred to as "the we t e rn field" and thus c .,1.me. the 

name of ~estfie. ld . 

(3) The minutes of the Hew Garden i.~onthly .l ;eetin ;S for ~i.ugust 

29 , 1772, state tha t "i1lso the Friends near the d ounta ins 

request the indulgence oE holding meetings on week-days among 

themselves ." The people l1 (~ar the mountains were those. :it 

llestfield , so that is pro~f that there wc ce Qu.::ikcrs in th,!t 

.:i.re.:i before 1772. In other words there we.re enour:h Quakers 

in the .. estfield section prior to 1772 to be interested in 

holding meetings. 
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(4) The minutes for 1\Jew G...::.rde.n for ~ er,tember , 1772, show that 

"the comi.ni t tee apt oin ted to visit Friends near the m0unt ins 

reports th~t they complied with instructions, •••• and its 

the sense und julgment that they (the Friends near the mount-

ains) be :i.ndu !_ged the privilege. of holding such meetings and 

appoints ·them the fourth day of the week.'' These meetings were 

the first official chu:::-ch gotherings at i.estfield. 

(5) The \.est ,: ield Hee ting operated fo1~ severa l ye::.rs under 

the guidance and care of the i~ew G rden lii:onthly Hee ting at 

Guilford College. It was r e ferred to as "the little meeting 

nir;h Tom's Cree.k" in minutes of the i·Jew Gar<len 11eeti•1g for 

Hay 29, 1773. 

(6) The i:·estf-Leld :, uakers expressed themselves in 1779 

(during the -~ merican Revolution) as oppesed to \v~ r, which is 

a.n :1ncient 'juaker belief. 

(7) The. church .::tt Westfield 1v-as e.stablishc<l on .:.-.. more per-

ma.nent ba is 1vl.1cn the ~Je.stl~r n -:_,ua rterly lieet ing met at Cane. 

Creek on November 9, 1782, d nd autho:cized a committee to 

inspect the iJestfield group and report at the next quarterly 

sessio n. The \, e .J t f ield ,, .1_.kers h.J.d requested such a prepara-

tive meeting in l ... u gust, 1782. Formal or t;a~ization of the 

\:es tfield l•:eeting as a preparative body was finally and 

definitely granted August 14, 1734. 

(8) i'he · .. e s tfield Friends '-.Jould send representatives all the 

w~y to New G~rJen---sixty or seventy miles---every month, 

and the Westecrrjuar ter ly :.~e e.ting records in its minutes on 
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November 13, 1786, tha t a permanent monthly rnee.t in ['.; had been 

gran ted to the QU'..1.ker s ne<.I' Tora ' s Creek and th:i. t "i t be k nown 

in the future by the n~ime of \. e tfield." The rnee cing was 

ordered to be held 0 11 the " sev e nth day preceding the l as t 

seventh day in e:i.ch mo nth." 

(9) The first 1:-ecordc.J. minute s of a regular Mo n l- hly i~eeting 

a t ~)es tfic.1::.1 bea r the d·, te of December 23, 1786. Bowater 

Sumner was ap10L1tcd first clerk. 

(10) The fi_ st marria.~e solemnized at the new i:estficl d 

Nonthly , ·eetin~ was tha t of $anJ.h Je s: .. mp ·rnd Joseph Jacks9n , 

early in 1787. i hey were d irect ~nc~~tors of J ohn Jackson , 

hob:lrt Jackson , and others of th::i.t group. Their old home was 

where Hobart Jackson formerly live ' .• 

(11) The exact date of the first church build i ng a t \.estfield 

is not known , but it was probably built soon .:lgter the meet ing 

first started, for there is a d 2ed on file i n t he .uak r 

.t\.r c 1tive s at Guilford College. , elated i.u gust, 1797, f or nine acres 

"including the \Jestfield , ectine :louse . 11 That is proof that 

there was a lre.:idy a church buil d ing there at th ::i.t date. 

( 12) .h.ccording to .:i hnnd-wri tte.n st.:iteme.nt fro l;l >irs . Ef f ie 

An:i Hi ll, the. first chur ch buil d ing was 1mi 1.t rir;ht after 

the meeting st :~rted . .:. he st :it cs that t he first church stood 

down in the pre: ent gr~veyurd a nd th:.tt it wa~; locat~ l about 

twenty speps west of Ira Chilton 's r;ra,·e . ,'he writes " whe n 

he ( Ur. Chilton Wa& •• rs . llill f s fa l:hcr ) wc:~ s rut t here , his 

grave wa s made. a t the lower side of the. east yard of the 
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church . " 1-Irs . Hill s t tcd th.'.l t the old chm~ch stood o n the 

L e.'.l st side of the roa d , bu t i n 1939 (wl1en the i .cesent chruch 

' ... 

,· 

W.'.ls renovated) someone fo '...md sorn.e olcJ rocks just below the 

p:cesent church toward the ceme tery on t h e wes t side of the 

road now. L . U . IracF2rl.::md ( n former i ·nstor) s a id t hese 

rocks marked the site of t he first chu rch . It seems likely 

tha t the oldest church might ha v e been where those c ocks were 

located to form a squar e for the old fu~ndation . 

(13) 1'Jrs. dill 2l s o wro te that "the old log walls of the 

old chucch was still standing" when s e rvices \Jere started 

agu. i 11 :J.fter the Civil l,;_,r , so evidently the first chm~ch was 

.uaker records show t hat 

b c t\11 ::.e.n 1 801 .::.i nd 1 82? the.re ~1ere. fifty-nine members, including 

t hirty-s i x fami lies who mi~ro.ted to ln ~ iana .. nd Ohio . The 

· We· ::field lionthly 1;e.eti .1g \:,::u.:: l a i d dO\m i n 1 832. he bulk 

of the mic;ru.tion be~: .n in 1817 . The r esult w 1s th~ct fr om 

1832 until af ter tlle Civil tax ti1ere 1.1..J.s no ~.es tficld on t: hl y 

He e ting . In - ~pril , H;\)0 , tltcr \Ji1S still a meetinghouse 

ther e , !:or t here is i. deed on re c ord m<.ide by the Trustee~ of 

Friends i.:o the trustees of the. :. es . £ie.ld c ortlttuni ty for a 

"tract of L.~nd knovm .:::'..S the ·~es t fic.Ld cc.ti g ousc Ground 

.:rnd graveym~d , the sarne to be 1:nown for a ll t i 111c i.!.~ ~. public 

bur yin~ ground :rncl mec t i uc; 111 .::::.ce for l l respec table rel i r;ious 

peo1 l es . "/ So the \1es tfie L·l. ·,· nkc r i.roperty belonged to the 

co.n~·mni ty f r om 1 8-:iO until 187'2 . In 1872 t~e rustees of t he. 

l"rien ·ls ( SC?.ndy Co ok , \ illiQffi I. f el l , .1n-J. B(!njamin F . --vis) 

p.::d s,.l ,; l ';) 5 f or the nine. 2c .·e t r ct, : .il 1 it once more. be cu.me the 



5 

property of t h8 l7ri c nls Church, with. the p1·ovision t hat it was 

to b~ held forever 1Jy the Society of '.!Friends. 

(ll~) Since there had been no :t,:onthly Hee.ting at \.estfieltl 

fro 1.1 183?. until ~fter the Civil \ ar, it wa s re ·.r ived about 1868 

when _\..l bert .1. eele .:incl Ish:un Cox went fi~orn New G.:u.· ~',en Lo 

\ 1es tfield. : lbcrt Peele \v:t~ote thn t Isham Cox and l1 . got into 

the neic;hborhol•d on " c:1 tur <le y rnonnin r' 2nd n c t CT few Frie nds, 

who asked if we would c o nsent to hold m~eti 1g the following 

day. On Sund~y mornin~ about 150 rco1le met out i n the open 

air. (Evidently t ',1er c \l:~ s no chur- ch builcling.) 1
.L

1 \1 e [,~ ... o le 

decidedfrom th ,t time to h ,•ve D. Fi.~icnds , eeting aeain and 

made up among themselves to d o it . This w:1s i n i..: hc, n11ring of 

1868 . 

(15) John Y. iloover beg(' l1 serving a r; c1 minister in 1872 ... nd 

scrvt·d for some ye · rs. .Tc w ,1s follO\Je·' by " avid .S L:l.mpson a nd 

S.:::.mps ::> n in turn by J ames J o n e s. 

£unc tioning .:J.S a sort of r re para ti vc group .::;.fte ~ it H.:.:.s 

star t ed again in 186 ~~ . It \J s no t unti , h ov mbe r 9, l L'.83 , th<-Lt 

t e \ ,e tfielci ~ :onthly : eetin ;_:: l h 1G offici.:.lly reorganiz ~; d. .i.'he 

fir s t minu-i: c .s of t he ncu or~ .::::.niz .. 1tion be.:ir t .. a t c1 .::t te nd s 1ow 

that it \ ·1 1s part of the eep Liver ._'uarte.c l y :recting. 

(16) .'\t this 1,oint let us point out the ~uarte.rly :i,eetin~s 

of lJhich Westfield ' on t: hly · ·l:! c ti ~ h d. been a r,art. 1. t wi.ls 

original~!Y found ed in 1786 us a rne.m1 )er of th ,;: \ :estcrn . uarterly 

1,;eecing. It wt. tr an sf ei."'re.d to the ne·wly organized i: evJ Garcle:n 

<~uartcrly · cetin:= in 1787. \ ithin the next few yc-!~rs \ :c s tfield 

itself branched out and for@cd new monthly . eetinns at Lost 
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Cr eek in 'i'ennes E.:ec. i n 1793, a t Ne\1 101 e in ·_'e nne.ssce i n 1 795, 

o.t }~ount f l eo.sant a nd Fruit d ill in Vir ._:;inia i n 1797, a t North 

l>rovi<lenc . in 1 "01, 'n'l so i n 1 ';03 the \ es t f ield -_urtrter l y 

r:ee. t i ng set off. :~r parc.n tly t h i s ' .. cs t £ ie l r1 (uar t erl } , ;cct i nr:; 

c on t inuecl u ntil t lie \:es t f inlrl :tlon thly 1 ce. ting \/a s discon t inued 

in 1 832, but when thQ 1.eutf i elC. l :ee. t in2: \ l LLS rev i v ed in 1883, 

it belonge •.i t o De e p ... ·iv e r ::u <.:r t el._ ly ~ · e cting. I t waf; t rc..,ns-

f er rcd to t he. neiv 'I .. 1,:ldn Vall e.y ' ,.uar t\;1~ 1 y l 'e e. t i nr:; i n 1 1.. 89 .,n tl 

wa~ n:::;a in tr 2nsf e.rre.cl t o t he n e.w "urry '~u.:irte_ l y ctic.g i n 

1898 . 

( 17) Hor a about church build ings: _\.11par en tly Llw ol <l or igi-

n e:;l chur ch \Je.s rebuil t a ft e r the Civil \•ar, or else <.:. s ec ond 

church was bu ilt on the l a nd of t he \~·uaker s . Ot seNns to have 

been aft e r l cG3 thri t the mod ern church w::c. bui l t, for ne.rtie 

l·ix Carroll, i;,;rri ti t·,g i n her s eni r th es is a t Guilf ord College 

s.:i.y s tha t "sor:1e years .::lfter this (she meant 1 '8 3) t hey bu ilt 

n spa cious meetin~housc on t he lot b e l o nginc; t o the ~:' ocie.ty, 

a nd by t he efforts o f J .cme.s Jones, t he ho 11se was ft 1r nis hed. 

with g ood s e.::i.ts." 

(18) Abou t schools: rhe \ e s tfi e.ld ~·'.on thly l·~eeti n:::, has 

··always rec:.lizcd the need of ::.;ood s chools, < nd seon after it 

Has f or med the r e was :'_ l r evi s i o n for a s chool. The minute s 

of t he l 'eeting in 1817 li s t t h e ~ chool c -Jrn.1ittee. . "to ha v e 

cb ar:::;e of the schools in the futU' e ." 'l'h i s \ JO ' l d inJ ica t e 

th n t there WL.s nlrc -,dy a s chool before tha t. 'l'h is s choo l 

,... went d own when the !i.ee ti n~ die d i n l8.32 , but a Qu~.kc.r school 
\ ... 

W<.. s r e.vi ve.d a f ter the Civil \j::.tr , t dug l1t by Ui ss 1'.:llcn i 'inthorae 
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and l c:. ter by "Aunt hod.a" · •. orth. This school crew it1to the 

hestfielc Academy .. nd l ater i nto the l re .sent \,estf iclcl !.ir;h 

·chool. 

(19) Th -'. Friends introduced many varieties and grass seeds. 

_\bijah I ins on \as a le ._ der in t h is brinting in of cultivated 

fruit and ~ uch gr ...tss as timothy ,.., nd .:nglish millet. 



March 2, 1939 
Georgia Mays entertained the senior 

class of Sandy Ridge High School with a 
party at her home in celebration of her 
seventeenth birthday Thursday night. 

Games and contests were held 
followed by refreshments. 

Those attending were: Zilla and Lillie 
Mae Priddy, Thurman Lawson, Louise 
Jessup, Annie Priddy, Posie Joyce, 
Hunter Bullin, Hubert Corn, Owen 
Joyce, Audrey Collins, Polly Vernon, 
Lou Ella Amos, Rosa Rhodes, Royce 
Hall, Johnnie Williams, Russell and 
Millard Shelton, Carlyle Joyce, James 
Vernon, Ailene Joyce, Ulric Handy, 
Orman and Kelly Hutcherson, Evelyn 
Joyce, Lewis Dodson, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Hawkins, Miss Pearl Johnson, 
Miss Rebecca Taylor, K.E. Brown, and 
Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Darr and Joan Darr. 

March 30, 1939 
The memories of pioneer Quaker 

ministers and leaders who pressed into 
the wilderness of western North 
Carolina before the American 
Revolution were revived at Westfield 
Thursday as hundreds of Friends 
leaders and laymen gathered -to 
dedicate anew the "Old Westfield" 
Friends Church. 

The "Old Westfield" meeting place, 
center of worship and educational 
interest for more than six generations of 
North Carolina Quakers, has had five 
separate meeting houses, the last of 
which was erected about 1890. It is that 
church, after a half century of use, that 
has recently been remodeled inside and 
out, that was dedicated anew Thursday 
to the service of the Westfield 
community on the Stokes-Surry line. 

There were many older persons in 
attendance who received their early 
education at the "Old Westfield" 
school, many of them former pupils of 

, 

Miss Ellen Minthorne, an aunt of 
former president, Herbert Hoover. Miss 
Minthorne came to Westfield from Iowa 
more than 60 years ago to teach in the 
school there. 

Among some of those old pupils of 
the Quaker school were S.P. Christian 
of Danbury; Mrs. Mattie Taylor Slate of 
King; and R.T. Pell, J.W. Pell, R.K. 
Simmons, Mrs. Effie Chilton Hill, Mrs. 
Jettie Hunter Chilton, Rufus Hunter, 
L.A. Pell, N.F. Pell, Mrs. Ellen Chilton 
Neal, Mrs. Ida Cooke Inman, Mrs. 
Velna Cook Jessup, Mrs. Emma 
Christian Smith, Mrs. Etta Smith 
Simmons, A. W. Jessup, Rufus Cook, 
Aldie Cook, J.L. Jackson, Mrs. 
Katherine Pell Lynch, and Mrs. Laura 
Pell Lynch, all of Westfield. 

September 28, 1939 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Dalton of 

Francisco are the parents of a baby son, 
born September 17. 

October S, 1939 
Mrs. Laura Frances Moran, 

Meadows, widow of Z.R. Moran, died 
suddenly at her home September 22. 
Her husband preceded her in death only 
six weeks. 

Her survivors include seven 
daughters, Mrs. Foy Young, Mrs. J.H. 
Bennett, Mrs. Elbert Wagoner and 
Mrs. J.M. Smith of Walnut Cove, Rt. 1; 
Mrs. J.R. Leake of Danbury; Mrs. G.B. 
Denny of Pilot Mountain and Miss 
Dorothy Moran of the home; three sons, 
Sam Moran of Lawsonville; Ernest and 
Robert Moran of Walnut Cove, Rt. 1. · 

Funeral services were conducted 
at Clear Springs Primitive Baptist 
Church Sunday afternoon at 2 o'clock, 
with Elders J.A. Fagg and J. Watt 
Tuttle officiating. Burial was in the 
church cemetery. 
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Mrs. wood.row ::>m.ith 
west:fic:,ld·, N. c. 

Dear Mrs. Smitn: 

--

~Ian ~nllege 
Et.OH Cot.t.Ecr: 

NORTH CAROLINA 

~ebruary 20, 1951 

I received your letter in regard to historical data 
on the Westfield ~riends Church, and I have been checking thXough 
my notes tonight to see just what I could :find. I would really 
like to have time to check some of the records of early deeds 
at Dobson and Salisbury in an effort to see · just when the earliest 
settlers located in that area, but that is obviously impossible, 
since you need the information V€ry quickly. 

I shall cite some of the things I have checked in 
tnis letter in order to give you an idea of vlhere I got my 
information,. and then I shall write the 150-200 word sketch that 
you requested. 

I know the following things to be true: 
~ (1) Beed records met in surry uounty and Rowan 0ounty show that 

the earliest · settlement of people in the area which later was 
to center about the 01.d Westfield Q.ua.ker c;hurch was 7.1C2sftmH. between 
1760 and 1770

1 
for there are records of people buying or claiming 

land in that section· between those dates. Since most 01' the earlv 
settlers were Quakers, we may assume that there was some. semblance 
of religious group at or near ~estfield before 1770. 

(2) Westf'ield vhurch was established as an of1'-spring 01' the 
historic New Garden Monthly.1!.'l.eeting at Gulil:ford college, for the 
cnurch records at Bew ~arden prove that to be a fact. ~he Quakers 
at flew Garden (Guilford uollege) regarded the church work at 
westf'3.e1d as a sort of mission project in its early years, and 
since it was located west of u-ulillford College, it was referred 
to as "~he western field", and thus cmne the name of westfield. 

(3) The minutes of the l.,ev1 Garden .Monthly Meeting :for August 29, 
1772 state that "Also the Friends near the Mountains reauest the 
indu1gence of holding meetings on week-days among themselves." 
1'he people near the mountains were those at "estf'ield, so · that is 
proof that there were Quakers in that area bef'ore 1772. ln ohher 
Yrords there were enough Q,Uakers in the nestfield section prior 
to 1 ?72 to be interested in holding neetings .• 

\4} The :minutes for New Garden for ~ptember, 1772 snow that 
nthe committee appointed to visit ..iriends near the mountains 
reports that they complied witn instructions, •••• and its the 
sense and judgment that they (the ffriends near the Mountains) 
be indulged the privilege or holding such meetings and appoints 
them the f'ourth day or the week. n 'l'hese meetings were the first 
official churcn gatherings at fiestfield. (1.7?2}. 
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(5) The Westfield meeting operated for several years under the 
guidance and care of the New Garden Monthly meeting at uuli!.lf ord 
~llege. It was referred to as "tne little meeting nigh Tom's 
vreek" in minutes of the New Garden Meeting for May 29, 17?3. 

lo) The Westfield Q,uakers expressed themselves in 1779 (during 
the .American Revolution) as opposed to war, which is an anciemt 
Q.uaker belief. 

(7) The church at Westf'ield was efltablished on d!Ki2iMrl&1&2t:HIE!i*1'Rl 
a more penna.nent basis when the Western Q.uarm rly .Meeting met 
at uane ureek on November 9, 1782 and authorized a ~~llM,a~ 
committee to inspect the westf'ield group and report at the 
next quarterly session. ~he Westfield Quakers had requested 
such a preparative meeting in August, 1782. ~o:rmal organization 
of' the westfield Meeting as a preparative body was finally and 
def'initely granted August 14, 1784. 

{8) The Wes tfield Friends would send representatives all the way 
to .No If Garden -- sixty or seventy miles --- every month, and 
we find the western· Quarterly .-eeting recording in its minutes 

>Vemoer ?I , '786 that a permanent monthly meeting had been 
t,n t.he Q;1.1akers near 'J.'om• s Greek and that "it be known 

~ u ~ut b¥ the name of Westfield." The meeting was ord.Beed 
to be he1d on the " sev enth day preceding the last seventh day 

in each month." 

(9) The t'irst recorded minutes of' a regular Monthly .M.eeting 
at We8t~leld b ea r the date of' December 23, 1786. Bowater ~nmncr 
wa HP uintod first cl erk. 

i z ed at the new Westf'ield 1\'lonthly 
__ up and Jo " p Ja kson early in 

..i.181 .. ..i.. ile.Y m; .1. 8 bJ..i.;;;.;~ tOl. ~ Of.' cJOhn Jackson, ilODart Jackson 
~na others 0£ that 12:roup. Their ol d home was where tlobart 

tU) The exact date of' the f'irst churchja1;'Westf'ield is not .known, 
, ;:-h soon after th~_ me'"'+.;:18 .p ·r .... .... 

. 1..A.VV~ "'-'......, ~ ..J.. ....,. ~ ~ 4.. --- 'Cl[,,-~--- ---- . -- - -
u--uil.:to.rd Dol.lege, ctai;ed. Augusi; l. ·t'>I•/ ror nine acres .. irlcluo.1.llg 
t .hfl We~t. i e l ii MeetinP'. on ~ .. " 'l'hAt i ~ nroof' that there w~ a 

"'.. 1-.""!ai ;=rA-- - ~-- -- ---- -- ...- -

(12) I have in my f'iles a hand-written statement :from the late 
4 ~ ... • - - • 

-"'I~-I I t ,-.,y , .,t.1_ v ....... :._, ' .l.. ...... U..lil9:. 

_ .. _... -~-- --- -- -; 
~ -

that t hat ~IRsr CHURCH stood down in the present grave yard and 
.. ... '!'! --·- _ ;i... ___ ··--""" -~ ,..,, _ ...,.. .P '"' .f- 1"' '""-,..& """ IT-....,-.. u \,;' ...L J ' .....- l' __."-. ...... ..L. \.. v ...... •• 

f ;. - - -- --

~ made a t the l o rer side of the .Jmst Yara o r tne onurcn. " 
~~s - ~i11 A~Ated that that old church stood on the east side 
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Jl(Jlt- of the road, but in 1939 when they had that big .home-0oming 
and celebration at the renovation oft he present church, someone 
located some old rocks just below the present church toward the 
cemetery {but on the west side of the road along with the present 
church) and Rev. L. W. McFarland told me that those rocks marked 
the site of the first church. I cannot remember the ia:act 
location of Ira w. Chilton's grave, but it seems to me that it 
was not too far down in the cemetery, so it seems likely that 
the ra1:aicl!B1Bi~ oldest church might have been where those rocks 
were located to form a square for the old foundation. Ira Chilton died 

. . 7 in 1885. 
(13) Nmv, Jllirs. nill also wrote that "the old ZZII•rrz log walls 
6f the old church!t was still standing" when services were started 
again after tne 0ivil War, so evidently that first church was 
practically gone at that time. Quaker records show that betwean 
1801 and 1822 there were fifty-nine members, including thirty-six 
families, who migrated to Indiana and Ohio, and the Westfield 
Monthly .Meeting was laid down in 1832. The bulk of the migration 
began in 1817. ~he res~lt was that from 1832 until after the 
uivil War there was no westfield Monthly Meeting. In April 1860 
t,2.t;t.:zbxt.::tJ:l!!l:tl:ma:rvxtdt~mm«td' @RX there was still a meeting house 
there, for there is a deed on record made by the ~rustees of 
~iends to the trustees of the Westfield community for "a tract 
of land known as the Westfield Meeting nouse uround and graveyard, 
the same to be known ror all time to come as a public burying 

grourid and meeting place for all Z'1fB¥SrC 4~rhiaE respectable 
religious peoples." ·s0 the Westfield Quaker property belonged 
to the carmnunity from 1860 until 1.872. In 1872 ·the Trustees 
of' the ftiends (Sandy· uook, Will.iam H. Pell and .tsenjamin F. Davis) 
paid $125 for the nine acre tract, and it once more became the 
property of' the .Friends church, witn the provision that it was 
to be held ~ws exzzz forever by the society of l!riends. 

{14) Since there had been no -onthly ~eeting at westf'ield from 
1832 until after the uivil War, it was revived about 784£x*m 1868 
when Al.bert Peele and Isham uox went from .Ne'Vl u-arden to westf'ield. 
Albert Peele wrote that .Isham uox and I got in the neighborhood 
on Saturday morning and met a 'few niends, who asked if' we would 
consent to hold meeting the roll.owing day. We told them that 
we would, so on sunday mortj.ing about 150 people met out there 
ln .,he: open ni:r. {EVTDmTLY THERE WAS NO Ch'URCH BUILDING) We · 
stood on a long to preach. •1•he people decided EPPPt!J 03emACft»s 
fiom t h at t1lne to have a .in-iena s Meeting again and made up 
2TI!.0~ 6 +hem~PLVes to do it." 1'his was in the sp:rine; of 1868. 

(15) John Y. Hoover began serving as a minister in 18?2 and 
served ror some years. tle was f'ollowed by .uavid Sampson and 
Sampson in r;urn oy ~ a.Ii!es J u.:ue.,,. ·_::!:, c; ~·f3o~:f:i ela. !"!.~P-t; ng was 
f'unctioning as a sort or preparative group after it was started 
e f,&in in 1868, and it was not:lilll[ until Mltl'lff!r November 9, 1883 
tllar. tne • B.JT;f i e : d ~~~nt:'":l ~~ :::ee-t·hi g was 01 ricially reorganized. 
'l'he :first minutes of the new organization bear that date and 
~now t h a t it was part of the Deep ttiver guarterly Meeting. 

(l h) At tnis ooint let us point out the Quarterly roeetinGs of 
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which westfield Monthly-eeting has been a part. It was 
originally founded in l '786 as a member o'f the Western Quarterly 
-eeting. It was tra.nsf'erred to the newly organized .New Garden 
Q.uE}rterly Meeting in 178?. Witilin t n e next f'ew years Westfield 
itselr branched out and formed new mon1lhly Meetings at Lost 
Greek in Tennessee in 1793, at New tlOPe in Tennessee in--r?9'5, 
.Mount ? leasant and Fruit tlill in -virginia in 1797, at 
north Providence in 1901, and so n,. 1803 THE WEsr.FIELD Q.UARTERL Y 
.MEETING set orr. APParently this \1estf'ield Quarterfy meeting 
con~inued until the westf'ield monthly meeting was discontinued 
in 1832, but Vlh.en the westf'ield church was revived in 1883, it 
b el onged to .a.lee~ .tdver 4,uarterly meeting. It was transf'erred 
to t h e new Yadlo.n v·alley Quarterly Meeting in 1889 and was again 
t ransf'err ed t o tne new ~ Quarterly .Meeting in 1898c 

( 17) More about church buildings. Apparently tl..he old original 
church was rebuilt after t h e 0ivil war, or else a second church 
was built on the land of' the Q.uqkers. It seems to have been 
af'ter 1883 t hat the modern chu:rcn was built, f'or the late jjertie 
!J4 ..,.. •·::rroll, ".'friti!lg in her senior theBis at GUilf'ord coll.ege, 
5~Y~ that "some years arter tnis (she meant 1883) t h ey built 
a spacious .meeting .house on the l o t b elonging to the Society, 
cu.LJ. b.v u'i,v efforts or Jam.es Jones the house was f'Urnished witn 

{18 ) Now, ~?0111.: £=1l'!hool a. •.rh e West:field ·.M.onthly meeting has 
'!:1-4 •c.~o ,.a_vu.-.... ...., ...... ~ L.:..:, ::.·:,c:._ C: -: 6C- ~d. :::--:~':"'""]_ '°=,, 0 """A ~~('!:' 0 ft~:r l"'C· 

l'tB..3 £0.!'llied th ere ¥7a3 a nrovisicn fer a sohooJ_: 'J'hA minutes oT 
the Meeting in 1817 list t h e school committee "to h av e charge 

.: '""~ ~~,...,..,,,.. hi + hP f'11i:11-iwp _ n 'Phi !.:i wouldindicat e that there 
":::.c Z!lr::::-2'1.y ::.. i=<r!hool before tha t . ·.dlis schoo.L wen't aown wnen tine 
M.aBtinz died in 1832 1 but a Quar e r school was revived aft er t-lle 
vi ·ri1 •ii.~·u.•_ tau.:r:tit. ri.r 1•d .u~ Ell en mi n t horne and later by n Aunt. 
P..hoda" Werth. '!'h i s scnoo..L {!:.rm'i 1.Ili;o i:;ne iH:~~L.L1..tu .. u .t"1."?-'-'-UtiA.J .......... ~ 
1a t.e,. into the nresent wes1:;iJ.elu rtign .;::,cil.oul . 

(19) The Friends 
r:md grass seeds. 
: TI Q ~ ~ i.l! .;.... .; ~R ::: C' d 

l..ll1iOUUUldU i.U.uh.)' 

AOl.J an .lJinsor.:. 
f'-r1J-; t -·rrd '"'1lCh 

~ ~---...... 
.. '\ra_g 8 .l..Ca,U..O..!. J...J..i ~vl.ii~ 

f;.,..RS$ n~ timot..ny and 

i...._.; __ ~ .... -
....,.,,_ ....4-.Le_.;.L.•.4.6 

"fil1P:l i ~:;h 

New, t~~~~ ~~ings I haYe wri t.tBn j _n tni s l e tter 
.. ~ "' -1 c.<· ~ n-i-+:o f'"l11t~. r co" l a i'ind no o the r :pe:rt; i n ent n1 in:~:. -"-,-1 

my ?JotnG 11e.e-= .. Uut; .:;u~~ joy I h cp c t,c d.~ 2. ~e::!.~ ~2.~ 1_~~~.:· 
church.. I vri s h T had time to ge1; up to u es11I'.1e-1.a anu c:..:i. su vu 
!Jonson and Salisbury to do s ome ext..ra investigation :fc;: .fOi..l. 

- --- ~ -pvvp..J...""""-: 
- .., _£_ • • ~ ~ -- - .. "'-1!:'-... :• 1, ~,._,vv! n.11u ., u ...... _.L.£,'"'.., ............ ....,, __ _.. .... - ........... -

at o.nce. so, .L am. writ.J..!..l.g ou Gtl:tt.J1-.LJ.<:;;.!. "':ii.:::e:~ .::.. 1i::-i~~ ;:;::.:::-::::::, 
condenaing as much of tc1is ini"o1~iaa"tion 2s I can ?or yot..1. l~ 
~{Hf 1,:llth11 lJV V•• <-1...t..4 '-!V ..:..:., -""'" .. ~ .. :..~: :::-.:-_: ... ~~~~: -'~~.,p...p~---- +" ;+ nr4 11 ho 

Qi' ..l"..L. f=. • .i"L'V• J.. :.;;~~~ =:;:=-:~~=~7~T li_~ .. ~ + .. --, '-·oe .. -.r.:=:. nr v~~l ~ D..LBLes 
filJ..:1 to have 01w to keep in my collc;;ctic~ c.P ~"!estf'iela_ rA l :icB . 
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I hope this letter andthe sketch I am aending will 
answer your questions and your purpose. 

Give mine and J°l.IDe' s regard to all our f'riends and 
raletives there. 

most sincerel::a _/J 
~»r:zrlA_ .. 

LUTHER N. BYRD 
Box 5'76 
~J.on Oollege, N. G. 

The sketch is on_ the next sheet. I am unable to 

say exactly how many members there were whem the Meeting was 

organized in 1786. 



c. 1865 
Allen Jay, Superintendent of Schools under the Baltimore Association visited 

Westfield and held a normal school for a few days. He later recruited Ellen Minthorne 
to become a teacher. He was an aunt of President Herbert Hoover. Rhoda Worth later 
Jo i ned as a teacher. Books and salaries were furnished by Friends of the Association, 
wh i ch was free to the community. This school closed before 1915. 

c. 1870 
Original structure from 1797 replaced and the second structure was used until 

1885 when the present Westfield Freinds Meeting was built. 

Mar ch. 1872 
Sandy Cook, William H. Pett. and Benjamin F. Davis, trustees for Friends, paind 

$1 '_5 .00 for 9 acres of 1 and to be by them forever held for the use and benefit of 
sa d society ano not be again desposed of in any way. 

September, 1878 
Westfield Baptist Church established. 

188 4 
Westfield Academy 18' X 24' and consisting of four rooms in two stories was 

bu . It. Trustees included J.H. Lowe, James M. Jessup, Sam M. Flippen, John H. Hunter 
an d J.L. Smitn, whose decendents 'Mrs. Lana Covington> currently live in the 
renoaeled 1c. 1902J structure. 

Free scnool est:aolished on current site. A three room frame building and later a 
tw~ storv white frame building were used. 

1929 
Present building opened for Grades 1-11. Dr. Tom Smith. and F'hyrus Jessup served 

o the school committee. Rev. O.H. Hauser was the first principal. 

42 
Two additional classrooms added. 

1 c; 52 
Primary building and agricultural building <old WVFD> opened. 

l 'i 59 
New gym erected. 

Westfield High School consolidated into East Surry High School. 

1966 
Cafeteria built. 

1972 
Stokes County Board of Education forbid buses to bring students to Westfield. 

M i y 28, 1991 
Surry County Bond Referendum passes to build a new Westfield School . <K-5>, ShoaJs 

Sc nool Cl(-5) and t:o establish Pi 1 ot Middle School <6-8) • 

F i ck Smith, P.O. Box 433, Pilot Mountain. NC 27041 <919> 368-4889 
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A Brief Chronology of Westfield School 
Westfield Hiqh School Alumni Meeting 

May :Jl, 1992 

Thomas Beales (1719-1801> became a minister and moved to Westfield, Surry Count y 
and "here he a5sisted al5o in building up a large meeting." He 1 ived at New Garden 
(Gre ensoarol and Westfield and moved in 1781. 

c. 1761 
William Hill was ministering to Quakers in Surry County. 

177 (1 

Surry County estaolishea 

Aug . 8 ! 1 772: 
From New Garoen Monthly Meeting of Friends: " •. the Friends near the mountains 

reque5t the inoulgence af hoiding meetings on week-day5 among themselve5. 

Ma y 29, 177J: 
From New Garaen Monthly Meeting of Friends: "Uriah Carson, an inhabiter of Toms 

Cre ek near tne maun~a1n5! makes request to be joined in membership with Friends of 
th i s meeting, wn1cn 15 grantee accoro1ngly.• 

[lee • '.::3 ! 1 786 
~~2.tf ieL<! Month I y meeting set up. 

February! 1787 
Joseph .Jackson and Sarah Jessup "appeared at the meeting and declared their 

int ention of marriage with each other" 

179 0 
Ann Jessup of New Garden, a minister, went to England and returned with grafts of 

fr it tree:; and grass seeds. Abi.jah Pinson moved to Westfield and established a 
nur sery. 

Aug . 1792 
Westfield sets up a meeting for worship at Reed Creek <Tenn.> Westfield sets up 

mee tings the following year for Lost Creek <Jefferson County! Tenn.> and Chestnut 
Cre ek <Grayson County, Virginia) 

1817 
From the minutes of Westfield Meeting: "The importance of literary and virtuous 

ins truction of our youth coming under consideration! ••• Joel Jessup! John Jackson! 
and .John Carson are appointed to have care of schools in the future." 

1832 
Westfield Friends meeting laid down due to Westward migration. 

Apr il ! 1860 
A deea was made by the Trustees of Friends to the trustees of the Westfield 

ne 19nbornood for a tract of land known as the "Westfield meeting ~ouse - ground and 
graveyard." ''The same to be know for al 1 time to come as a public burying ground and 
mee ting place for all respectable religious peoples" 
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Benjamin Carr to the ~uakers a deed!> uThis i.ndent•ure macte 

this nineteenth day of. the seventh month called July in the yea:r 

o:f our Lord one t:1ousa ... rid. seven hundred a.ad ninety S•;?Ven between 

Benj ru:ii·E: _ c.arr o.f Su:r:ry Count~r and G1~t.1.-:. e of Nor·th rJarolina or th 

one :;;mrt and "t; La Society of the people culled ·~uak:eI's .. ~,o.t' tJ.le 

oth~r part witness, the said Benjantln Car~ f.or and j.n con~jderation 

of ~;;::.:e sum of fo:i.i.r pounds and ten shillings e;ood. and law.ful money 

of North Carolina to himec hath gr·i.nted., •.• unto the socie·cy.~ .. one 

cert3.in trac·;; o.f land. cont .lining; nin.e acres for a meeting hov.se and 

burine; c;i.:·ound.,., .siGned in t;ne pre~H~nce of Bowa·!ier Sumner cTOb.ll Bul"'C"" 

horn and Srun.uel Bond." 

William Jessu,l) ·f;o the ·/,u.akHrs, a. ~if't o.f slaves o nGuilford 

Gount;y know all men by these presents that I, William Jessup ... ofor 

the love and respect ·tihat I do hold for the clociety of Friends ca11 ... 

ed .~uakers do hereby 31.ve~ J.saig:u overt and trc.msf.er ::he use 'llld 

benefi:t of saiO. society un.-;;v r1ord.ica I1or:-is, Josiah Parker- @d otlJ.ers. 

a(~ent;s of Se\~-d society"' a.nu th$·i.r successors in ofJ.ic ,. all m._y rign::ra 

and title and interests ir :md ·::;o cer1,;a 1.n. n.e,.:;roes namely Rich..,rd 

An .. nisi Richard. Aasen., l\usy.:: ~"fort.tn, Geor~e. Tiachel, Hobb"'.n, Jim 

Na.n.cy <:i Hilla.. Isa..·1c i: .~.r .. rd. 0 r-.u•l l"Io:r.r:l ruu T wltn.ess wherao:r l have 

Anthack, Levi Je._gup .~bijah ~):Lu.son • ..,..ohn .. -acksono Jigned william 

Jessup., n 

Ll: e exe ... ution o.r tae witr.U..t. 

d.eect of' p;i.ft O"" r ~ 1. l > : ~· . .1.. ~ 1 s dul ~ · rov .... 5.n pen Cou .. " ·, 1-)y 

af li:r..'Jllat7.or:. u . ( 0 ..... '1' , ! 

T • I • 
{'.f ..... .Ll 

\\ 

I 



Bowater Sumner was the clerk of this meeting in De~ember, 1786 0 

Ha kept d.ettd.led reco:t">ds of' the birt:hsr cleaths, and. ma1 .. riages of 

its members, and also ree.ord.ed the eva:rday happings inclucliHg 

their shortcomings o Sometime a member was e:>::clu.ded fr01n activs 

church :membership :fox· the i:i·iolation of the stric·!i religious cr-;;; ... id 

They were excluded if they married out of the 

chu..t"ch unity, got 1lrunk, hae. ch:l.cJten .fights., e~ -, 

Numerous -.iuaker f a.w.ilie.s moved in.to the comm: m.i ty from t;he 

new Garden section o:C Gutlf ord County.. passing througb. ~uaker 

Gap of the Sau.1:-ato""W"m .Mou.'.j_t-,ains and settling in the fertile vaJ.le~·.;; 

of Big Creek, Tom'.:J Greek~ and other E;m.all streams that .flowed 

f'rom Cheotnnt .Ridges d.ow:o. into the Dan. H.:i.vero They set; tled as 

closely as they coiu.d to th.~) Old West.f leld '-t.uake:r Church, ·the old.-

est; in Surry County(> !'ian:y of' these me.mtion.ed .forefathers st~.11. 

have ~lcend.ents scattered ov·er various sec·t;io.Li.s of the st'ate; 

"From 18'/3-1889 ma:!:'ks the mssionru..7 WO "k i..."'l. North Carol ·tna 

that took place in th.<:.; Blu.s R:tdge Hi,.;ision 1uoide the Sur:r'"y -tu.a.rtero 

The Su.z:Ty t,uax·ter is the ~"ou.nges·;.: sisi;CJ!"' oi' the Yadkin Valley 

Quart;er<> Both b.e.ving be.cm esi;ab1 isl->. ~ by the Parent ..(.uarter West-
\\ 

.field after it; had be0n r la:i..d down o..ya Vo.t'a Klaana 

According to old "'l'..'eco.rda f'O\.:nd in the I1ibra.r;r of Guilfo.rd 

College~ in. the 0.ff:l.ce of t;he Re[~ister of Dec~ds o.r Gurry Gount;y 

Cou.rthouse, and. from sto:ries rel::-d;ed by d.irer.::t d l.~nden.ts of the 

early ~uakers" land and :'leOJ.'.!.s for the oldest church anc1 school in 

Sui.:·r..r C01.m t, r ,?n.d one o.f the olo.~st j.rJ. the stai i
1 

'r;;re go.in1~cl .from 

several sou.roes~ some of T 11ich are li ::it~d. a ~ ..1.ows: 



A tract of land gran.ted by t .. he heii."s of Joel Jackson and 

conveyed to the 11 a:::;ents on behalf of Westfj.eld Nelijhl)orhc,od and 

tru.stees by A:me:i..~ Jackson., eon 01-: Joel J&ckson'1 t-Iho r{:H}eiv-ed ,n25 

for same but refunded to the trustees t.;his a.mount as a co:ntrilm-

tion to the meeting house.. 1J~he date of this was I1arch 21 11 ~.8600 

According to .records .found in the Guperintendent 4 s of.f'ica 

of Burry Col.Ulty Schools, all the people who received their edu-

cation at ·Jest;field :3chool an.d en:tered the teaching pro.fesr:ion 

made the highest e;rads on ·the ·teacher;:- examination, ullich was 

given to ascert d.n the kind. of certifi~ate to be issued., The 

cou:i1J;y issued teachers c.er.tificat;es ir:i.ataad of the state.. '.I.'hesa 

redords da·ting from 1.8B'7 to 1900 showed iillat a county teacher 11 s 

salary was f"rom .;14 to J25 per mon~~h depending upon his cert;ifi-

cate ra·t;inc; and b.01 .. : well his utudt.mts attex:i.d.ed-o 8chool te.r.m.s 

were from ti.vo to four months for t1tese eat:ly dates o 

The minutes of the earJ.y ~ua.l::.e;r. meeti.n.g1:1 show the interest 

ti1ese ea.T.ly-se·~tle.rs had in educ::::i.•;i.ng theii. .. ch:Lldreno La..rnf ~s 

"conveyed to w'illiam Henry Pe11:i ~·oh.as Simmons, Hiram Jessup\) 

Joseph Pell, a..rid A.mbros0 Jenstte1\" &.·.;ants on behalf' of building a 

good. and permru1.ent; FJchool free f(a"' a.11 who enter and also to hold 

religious meetin:;s .. 11 (Fl.om ar .. orit~.'-nal paper· preserved. in Library 

c>f Guilford Collec;e ... ) Records ot: ~- ·\ sts of school committees are 

found, some with notes as t1lUS "the Lmport,1nc.r~ of tile li t.erary and 

Y:iJ:tuous i..n.stivuction of ou·t' ;r01.d;h c:1.•:..:t5 n.(i: 1'""'a.· er "'Ons~ de t · " .. c.:. ....... "' 4. _ ra J.on., 

Obijah Pinsone Jacob :i3ales 1 l~atb.~·..n Jale1;.:i, ·Tames IlcKinney .Lazarus 

Dem1y, Joel J,3ssup., ana. Johu J·u·so.n are appoin.ted. to have the care 

of the schools Ln the future 11 ;t LL dated :g·7 



~he Old We . .:tfi:;ld. h1'ua1rer Church .fell into a. period o.f decay 

when t;h.i:rty-s:tx farlilies left Wesi.ifiel d l'Iont:ily I1eet;ing between 

1801 and 1822 taking 59 chm:·ch ~:1~m."be.1.'Sc ~iany went to Indianao One 

Sunday four daughters of Joseph Jackson were iarried and all load­

ed up their bugBies and left for Indiana nev-er to ret;urn. This 

continue.:..d-.migration eventually dep:..eted. :che ch'tU'ch membershi_p_so 
~:.=-- - -·-:,-.;;: 

that a regular I'lonthly Neeti:o.g wus discontinued in the early 1830 9 s 

and was not reestablished until the 1870~s 

Records of the meeting at New Garden, Deep River~ and othe.:r 

Guilfol:d County points nhow in the 18?0' s that many of ·t;i.ie Fells, 

Carsons, Jessups, and Coolces were membe:ns of this Quaker groupo 

'l'he school committee in. 18'?2 included Sandy Cooke, W:Llliam 

Henry Pell~ e.nd Benjamin F. Davis a".ld r:;._ very fine school was operat­

ed under the church auspices durin3 that periodo 

The good people of West.fj.eld saw the need. of enlarging their 

school and improving it, and a special tax district was formed and 

functioned for many years ba.fo.re the sta·te-supported high school 

movement began. This is ver·if:ted by old tax red eipts datine; from 

182~, to past 1900 and fov.nd in. the personal ef f'ects of s·:ime of the 

debendents of those early fathers~ 

In 1884 a f o·cJ.r room school 18 fee·!:; by 24 :feet was built on the 

site where Hr. 'vlo Ro Pell now liveso In. .fa.ct, the builc1.ing was 

greatly enlarged a.rd. is the attractive home of 11rq. and I1rs. Lee 

Vinson and Mrc. Pell. This school was the West.field Academy and not 

a public schoolo Trustees 0£ this school were T. L~ Sarles~ J. L. 

Smi"t;h9 J .Ho Lowe, Jam.es il. Jessup, Sam H. Flippen, James T .. Scott, 

and Jchn II. Hunterc 



In 1916 tb.e .free school ms rnov·ed one mile north to the pre-

sent locution on hit;h\·ro.y 89~ The present brick strt.tcture.. \~est-

.field High School) wo.s built in 1929, aft.er a tiwo story white frame 

school was used for many years., The prcsen-'G building was built 

lareely tbxough the influence of t~e late Dr. J. Thomas Smith, 

the late Phyrus H. J"essup, and others who served with them at the·<; 

ti.me on t11e school committee a The b't~ila.ing program was carried 

out under the direction of Rev .. o. H Hauser who was .fer many yea:rs 

principal of ~.festfield High School and later a teacher in the high 

school~ also pastor of the \leatfield Baptist Churche 

The West.field High School continued to function through the 

years, with an able faculty and with splendid coopr~ration from tihe 

people of t;he community, and a goodly percentage of its graduates 

have gone v~ to college, to nurses~ schools and to bu~i..~ess colleges, 

with piiaiCfically everyone za.aking a splendid record. --
One bright .. 1 ark in the record of :Jestfield High School is the 

5reat number of very excellent teachers w'ho received theii..--e~ly 

educa ;;ion there and have since mo.de their mark in the classrooms 

o.r Northwest North Carolina and in other sections 

Some of the many teachers who he,ve taught the s~cudents in 

Westfield School are rr.Aunt" Ronda. tlorth I1~ c. Ashburn Hrs. Ellen 

Minthcrn Marshall, (the aunt who reared the late President Herbert 

Hoover), .Mat·tie Woody, Rev. J .K. Humphries., Bird Bulla, Lafaye tte 

Ao Pell, I"Iarion F .. Chilton, J.B. Spa.z·~er, Effie Ann Hill W. c. 
Royal, C"E Hiatt, 1'1r. and I1rs. Ha.rdy Carroll\! Mr. and Mrs. Avalon 

Hall, I1rsv N.F. Christian, Eva N. Johnson, Ethel s. Pell, Elisha 

A.dams I'le.rtin 1aylor, I1r. and .Mrs. Adolphus wolf, Theodore Newsome , 



Hallie Po Tilley, Maude P. George, Loline P. Hutchens, Hr :t •• and Mrs. 

Luther No Byrd, Amanda c. Pell, Eugene Marley, Woosley Marley, Carrie 

Redmon, Sally Ohessie Murphy, Ida Belle Clinard, Mr. and Mrs. c. Do 

Ball, Irene Christian, Nellie P. Greene, Mro and Mrso Paul Sowell, 

John R. Craven, Edward Denneheeyi Hrs. Brucs Tharrington, Bill Hiatt, 

David Hiatt, Mozelle Collins, Nonnie Ho Hauser, Bi~l Coble and many E 
Ann.ii P.BY'oCLdw~ll,I11121 !'1. Chcipell,Mf1c,/e,ta w, f-1, If, Glad11s /.},J(9.ssu..p)~ar11 

others. Ne<!-J I Sh; r le 1 N. f'( tJ n n} 8: JI !-1 i' (!l.t-t, Mo:ze ({ eo /(; n 51 Bfi:lnl!..he W, <!."" ke; 

Beginning with. the 1961-62 school ·term the Westfield High 

School, having served its citizens well, was consolidated into East 

Surry High School, one 0£ the three county high schools in Surryo 

The patrons voted for this change realizing that in this changing 

world their boys and girls wlll neecl to be fully equipped to cope 

with everything possible. In consolidation more advantage can be 

obtainedo But Westfield Elementary School is still doing an excel­

lent task in preparing its students for the high schoolo 



. . - ' 

Sources of Inf'ormation 

le Byrdf Luther .N., 1'westfield Gchool History" written 

£or the committee of the school about 1955~ 

2 Byrd, 1-i..r • Luther N", News Item in I1ount 1liU Times 

"History of Old. Westfield Church" o 

3o Hinshaw, \Jillirun. Wade. Enc;r.~~~-. .QJ: AIJ}erJ...sga 

Genea.1:,~crz Guilford College Library, Volurrm I, Page 

95:;. 

4o Hollin sworth, J .G. ~ !list..Qrx o~ Coup.J!..Y ..£>~. Anna'l;:f!. 

ot No;:t;h't.'{!lll~.£]8 ... CaJ.•oJ:.ina 1935, Chapters 13 and 14 

5c Klain, Vora, ..'M~..£i~e.£LE,9 ... J?.ducat?-on ,in N_grt4, 

Q.~oli!];!:;, Guilford College Library 192'+, Chapter 12 

6e Lowry, H.II , news !tem in m.ston-dalem Journal. 

nwestfield Mon ... Ghly Meeting of Friends in Oldest Church 

Ot't!".nization in S..irry" about 1940. 
~?. -klso personal interviews with older nat;ives of. the-7' 

:: :-1%ti:.Li.ity who a.re direct; descendants of the early 

pioneer residentso 

80 Register of .J2i:e<a.s. Book 2, pa3e 82 ~Jurry County 

Courthouse"' 
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Prepared b7 

Seventh Grade 196J~..,1965 

North Carolina History Project 

Teacher: Dellie P Owens 

Students: 

Alda Gaye Hall 

Ricky Mabe 

Brenda Dobbins 

Sherrie Martin 

Mickey Ovens 

Oscar Moorefield 

Sandy Cook 

Ronnie Goins 

Johnny Davis 

Beverly Nunn 

Roy Joyce 

Marty Cain 

Rlil Smith 

Barry Amburn 

Linda Cook 

Steve Hundle7 

Ga17 Marshall 

Charlene Love 

Yvonne Collins 

Bob Frans 

I.aura Gaye Jessup 

Richard Lawson 

Judy Silmlons 

Sharon Johnston 

Marie M1!Roberts 

Reggie Francis 

Sue Cooke 

Gray Dal.ten 

Geroge Calloway 

Jerry Jessup 
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CERTIFIC AT~ OF I COR ORATI N 

OF 

WESTFIELD FRIENDS .iEMORIAL TRU T FUN!;} ,, INC . 

This is to certify that we, the un ersigned, o hereby associate 

ours~lves into a non-profit, nnn-stoc , chari atle corporation under 

an by v·r ue of the a~s of the St Le of North Carolina, as contained 

in Chapter 55 of he General .Statues entitled "Corporations," and 

the sev~ra a en ments t~ereto: 

I 

The name of this corporation is WESTFIELD FRIE DS M&IDRIAL TRUST 

FU. , INC . 

II 

The loca ion of the principal office of tbe copor tion is at 

.. estfield Friends Church, Nestf"e , North ".>rol'na, but it may have 

one or more branch offices and places of business in the state of 

Jorth Carolina. 

III 

The objects for •h · this corporation is forrt ed are as follows:: 

(a) To beaut"fy, in rove and me'ntain the ce~etery at Westfield 
I 

Friends Church, in Surry County, ~orth Carol·na, ·nclu ing the enlargement 

t ereof, an a 1 impr~vements an be utifications that the directors of 

thi corpora ion may from time to time deem wise and expedient, and 

rles"re to rlo. 

(b) o build, maint in and operate the recreation erouni , 

arounr s~i churdh and cem tery for the members of said churct E d their 

families, and its congregation, gues and visitors. 

(c) To o each and ev ry other thin lawfu o be don , and 

th tis not in co fl"ct w"th the doctrines an ere 6 of ~est iel 

Fr"en s Shurch, that its directors may 1 rorn ti e to tine, t ink to 

be benPficial to the spiritual interest o tLe ~embers, families and 

coner~ga ti on of Nestf · eld Fr:i en s Church, and the community surrounding 

Sflme. 

And in or r to proper y prosecute the objects an pur~oses 

above set ort'1, tie corpor t"on shall have full po er to purch8se 



lease, rece've as e'fts an donations, and inherit by wi , and other­

ise acqu're, hol an mortgage, and to qonvey nd other ise dispose 

of, al kins of property, both real est te and per,ona property, 

and especially inclurting money, and generally to perform a acts 

which ay he deeme necessary or expedient for the successful 

prosecution of the objects an purposes for which thjs corporation 

is created, and to acquire money and property to perform the same. 

IV 

The corporation shall be a charitable and non-profit corporation, 

and having no capital stock, and all of the properties of the corporation, 

of every in and nature, shall be used for nothing except for 

charitable purposes~ 

v 
All monies and other property, 'ncluding real estate, shall be 

held by the corporation as a perma:ent und, an no part of which s1all 

be expen ed for the o jects name in this chart r, exce t th~ income 

therefrom, and except such monies as shsll be donated to he said 

corporation lo be a ~lied to its temporary fund~ The income from the 

permanent fund, including the 'ncome fro~ the property owne by this 

corporation, an all donations onated to the t mporary fun , is to 

e expenrler1 by e d'rec ors for the objects ereLnbefore set forth. 

The permanent fun shall be inves e by the directors in bonds, stocks, 

loans, or sich other investments as wi 1 bring a profitable return to 

the cor orat'on and as is deeme by the directors, or a majority thereof, 

to be a sa e investment. 

VI 

The directors of this corporat'on s1all be ten in number. 

The boar of directors shall b co~posed of six persons who are ~lders, 

Trustees, or members of the Cemetery Comm'ttee of W -tf'eld Friends 

Church and four persons ho are not members of les r·. d Friends C urch~ 

The first directors of the corporation chosen from th~ E ders, 

Truste s and Cemetery Committee of Wes fiel1 Friends Church Are: 

Mal be rt Johnson, !instonTSalem, .C. shall serve for one year. 

Vada Hall, Route 1, Pilot .-iountain, .. c. ShBll serve di or one year •. 

Sam Lynch, Route ' Pilot Mountain, N.C. shal serve for two years. 

Ja s Tan y Pel:, Sr. Rout 11, Pi ot ?J:ountain, L .C. Sh3 
., serve for .I.. 

Isom Owens, Route 1 ' 
-i () t Mountain, f .c. sh al serve for three ye 

Elmer Collins, Route 11, 'D. 
~ l ot Moun ta n, N.C. sha 1 serve for three 

WO years •. 

rs. 

years. 



The irst directors o the corporation not members of Westfie d 

Friends Church shall be: 

Ray Taylor, Route , Nestf"eld, N.C. shall serve for on ear~ 

Carl Neal, Route l, ~stfiel , N.C. shall serve for one year. 

Howard Jessup Rt. 1, Box 478, High Point, N.C. shall serve for two years. 

Frank Chilton, Route 1, Westfield, N.C. shall serve for three y~ rs. 

The terms of irectors shall end on the first Sunday in November 

of each year respectively. Their successors shall be elected by 

'estfiel Friends church, eledting from its Elders, trustees and 

Cemetery Committee, directors to succPed directors whose term expires~ 

The ~estfiel Friends Church shall elect irectors who are not members 

of said church to succee the directors whose terms exrire. Such election 

sha 1 be held not morP than one month prior to the expiration of ter s 

of irectors, and notice of uch election may be given by announcement 

at least seven lays before such e ect·on at any ~unday Schoo or Preachin~ 

service of Westfield Friencs Church, naroing the time and l&ce of the 

el•ction, or by announcement at thP beginning of any morning preaching 

servicP that such election will be held immediately after the preaching 

service. The directors whose terms of office have exp"red shall hol office 

until their suc:cessors have been elected. </"° ']v-. • ~. 
VII 

The presence of at least four directors who are members of the 

boar of iestfield Friends Church, and one director who is not a 

member of said church shall be required as a quorum at directors 

meetings for the transaction of bus1ness. 

VIII 

In case of tl e death, isability, resignation or other ause that 

makes a director ineligible to ho,d the office longer, a succes~or to 

such director may be elected t any time to fill the unexpired term of 

such director, by calling the church into conference at a regular 

morming service or by announci:°ng a conference for tha purpose at any 

service, t least a week beforehand, giving time and p ace and th purpose 

of such conference. 

IX 

This charter rnay be amente at any time upon ap lica ion signed 

by as many as four of its ·rectors that are directors of members of 

Westfield Friends Church an two of it directors that are not members of 

Westfiel Fr"ends Church. 



x 
The directors, by a m jority vote, shall have power to make, amend, 

and/or re a by-laws re 8tine to the governmen~ and operat'on of the 

corporation, ut not inconsistent with any condition et forth in the 

char er •. XI 

The na~es and post office address of the incorporators of th)s 

corporation are 8S fo!llows:: 
A.E ADD.E s 

E rier Collins Route 11, Pi ot .. ounta ·"l, N .C. 
am Lynch Route 1, Pilot Mountain, N.C . 

Isom Owens Route 11, Pi ot Mountain, .c. 
James Tandy Pell, Sr. Route 11, Pilot Mountain, 3.C. 

XII 

The incorporators of this corporation, toeeth r with the directors 
thereof, shal hol he first rneetine of said corporation and shall mai 
a notice o said meeting to all directors na~ed in the charter at 1 ast on 
wee before the ~eeting, naming the ime and pl c of the meeting, nd all of 
sai incorporators, and at least forty per cen (40 )of the directors named n 
th certificate of incorporation sha 1 be prese t t said meeting , and 
said of icers of the said corooration sha l be elected at said meetine, for 
one year, in a dition o such other matters as may come before the meeting. 

I~ T.:;STIMONY i'lHERi-:OF we have hereunto set our hands and affixed our 
seals this th 1966. 

SI ~~ , SEALED AND DELIVERED IN 
THE PRE.SEI.CE OF 

------------------
------------------

------

(.Ji tnes. ) 
------------~--~--

STATZ OF ORT.ti CAHOLIN. 
C UNTY OF SUR~Y 

(St.AL) 

( SE,~L) 

(SE.L) 

Th's s to certify that on this day of 1966, before, 
me, a notary pub ·c, personally appeared Elmer Colins, am Lynch, Isom 
Owens, Ja es Tan y Pell, Sr., who, I am sa isfied, are the persons name in 
an ho executed he foregoinc; c rti icate of incorpora ion of WESTFIEL 
FRir.::ND~ MEMORIAL TRUST FUND, INC., and I havine first made known to them 
the ~on e1t~ thereof, they i1 e ch acknowle ge that they signed, sealed and 
del)vered tlile same as their voluntary act and deed fo1 the :g:urposes therein 
expressed. 

IN TE TIMOAY . £REOF I have hereunto set my hand and afficed my notarial 
seal this day of , 1966. 

ub ic 

My ComMission expires 
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF 

We st:field Friends Memorial Trust Fund, Inc. , 
(Nnme of Corporation) 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 

We, _the undcrsigne~ natural persons of the age of twenty-one years or more, acting as 

incorporators for tl~e purpose of ~reating a non~profit corporation und~r .the laws of the State of 

- North .Carolina, as contained in Chapter 55A of the General Statutes of North Carolina, entitled 

- - !'Non-Profit_ Corporation-Act",_gnd the sev<'!'al ar.i endment~ thereto, do l~ereby se:t forth: . . . . 
1. Th~ name of the corporation is ----------------------------------------------------

. - . ... 1 · - ... • . -.. ,·. 

Westfield Friends Memorial Trust Fund, Inc._, _ . . . , . . . 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 

2. 'l'he period of duration of the corporation shall be __ p_e_~p~~~-~1::----~-------- . 
-~---,---

(May be perpetual or !or a. limited period) . 

3. The purposes for which the corporation is organized are: 

(a) to beautify, improve and maintain the Cemetery at Westfield Friends Church 
in Surry County, North ·Carolina, including the enlargement thereof, with the 
Directors of this Corporation having the authority to make improvements and 
to beautify in all such ways as they deem wise and expedient. 
(b) to construct, maintain and operate the recreation grounds around said Church 
and cemetery for the members of ·said Church and their families, the congregation 
of the Church, - and guests and visitors. 
(c) To do each and every other thing which is lawful to be done, and which is -
net in co!lflict with the doctrines and creeds of Westfield Friends Church, that. 
the Directors of the Corporation may, from time to time, think to be beneficial 
to the spiritual interest and pleasure of the members, families and congregation 

-.. -----~-or'VTestfieici:..TFienas -church; ar.d the Coffin1unity suYrouooiri:g· the- cmn::·-eb:--',__ _, __ . '--

AND in order · to properly prosecute the objects and purposes he-rein.before 
set forth, the Corporation shall have full power to purchase, lease, receive by 
gifts and donations, receive by Will or deed, and otherwise acquire, hold, and 
mortgage and to convey, and otherwise dispose of all kinds of property, both real 
and personal, and .especially including rnoney, and generally to perform all acts 
deemed necessary or expedient for the successful prosecution .of the objects and 
purposes for which the. c:;orporation is created, & to acquire money ~ p~op~rty for the 

4. The cori~oration is to have the following class or classes of members: (If there are ~o be Sarne . 

no members, so state.) 

All members of the Corporation shall be of One Class. 

I 

5. Dire~tors of the corporation shall be elected in the following manner: , A£~~ 1~ the appointment 

of the original directors, suc.cessors shall be elected by Westfield Friends Church. 

6. 'rhP. ::id<lress of the bij· ;~_l -1·egister r: 1! 0ffk(• nf the ~0:rp0ra[:ion i~ :!S fo!!oW!l : 

Street address, (if none, so state) -------------1~e.stiielcLRx_F..rifil.ld..s_..Cbl.u:.~.h~ · 
. WESTFIELD N. C., ' 

City or town • l • • ------------------------------------------------------------------
' . . 

County ----------------~-Slu:..t.~_C_Qyri.J;yJJ:~l'..!_C_!.J ________________ ;_ _____ ~-------
. . . 

. The name .of the initial registered agent of the corporation at the above addres~ i~ _____ _ 

------ . _!~_i:r:_~~-~~~~~-!!_~~~-~~~2--~~~~:-~!2_~~~~!-~~~!1-~~~~~-~~!_t:.~-~~~~~i.::..~----------



7. The number of directors constituting the initial-poard of directors shall be __ l.9~-------• 
and the names and addresses (including street and number, if any) of the persons who are to serve 

as directors until the first meeting of the corporation or until their successors are elected and 

qualified are: 
NAME STREET ADDRESS CITY OR TOWN 

(If none, so state) 
Malbert Johnson. route 2 Pilot Mountain, N. C. 
Vada Hall. route l. Pilot Mountain, N. C. 
sam -:r::.)r~~h·--------------------route·-1~---------------~--~--~-Pil.o-t-Mouilfai~~-N:-c-.-------
J ames-T.andY-..Eei1.,..sr .... ~-----..i:.aute-2..------------------------PJ.lo.LM.nuntain.,._N_.c._ _____ _ 
Isom Owens, route 2., Pilot Mountain, N. C. 
Elmer-ColTii-ls----------------:r0u.1c-2~----:--------------.:---.:- ~-PiloTMoun:ra1n;-N:c-.-------

- ------- -· ________ i~~~-~~~!i_e_j_?_i:.~g_9_i~g_-~~~-E_?.~_r1:1~~E_s __ _?_f_X~~~!l-~~-<:;:l:.1::!:::.!:__o_~_vy_e_~!:.~~}_dj. 
Ray Taylol' ,- -· - route 1, -:- - West~E·ld, N. C . .. 
Car 1--Neal ;----------,--~--:---:---route-! ;---·---------------.:----~-:-We-stf ieid1-N-;--C:-------------

How a~g_J§§§J.l.J2_...;~--------------~Q~!~_lL_]iQ~_1]_&_L ____________ I:li_g_t_:P_o_in_t, __ ~~-C~J---------- . 
Frank Chilton . route l, Westfield, N. C. 

(all of this group of 4 are non-member of Westfield Friends Church). 
8. The names and addresses (including street and number, if any) of all the incorporators are: 

NAME STREET ADDRESS CITY OR TOWN 
(If none, so state) 

Elmer Collins, Route i2 .Pilot Mountain, N. C. 
-·-sa.ffi- I~ynch:-----------------Rolife-1:--------------------1?ffot}~folinta1n~-N:-c~---

. --I-sern.-Gwen-sT----:-------------r-BHte--2-.--:--------------------.P.i-le-t--Motln-ta-ifr;--N•-G•---
Jame s Tandy Pell, Sr., Route 2, . Pilot Mountain, N. C., 

---------------------------------------------------~-------------------------------------

9. In addition to the powers granted corporations und,er the laws 'of the State of North Caro­

lina. the corporation shall have full pow~r and authorfty to 

All monies and other property, including real estate, shall be held by the Corporation 
as a permanent Fund, and no par-t of which shall be expended for the objects narn

1
ed in this . d.onr, area 

Charter, except the inco1ne therefrom, and except such monies as shall be «ruua.'m:k to 
_t[~. Eaid corpor~tiQ.:g, __ ..to_bA ap12) ied to , or earg:i.arked for its Temporary Fund. ·The 

income fro1n the permanent fund,- including the income from --the- property owned oy .this 
Corporation, and all donations given to the temporary- Fund, is to be expended by the 
directors for the objects and purposes hereinbefore set forth. The Permanent fund shall 
be invested by the directors in bonds, stocks, loans, or such other investments as will 
bring a profitable return to the corporation, · and as is deemed by the directors or a 
majority: thereof to be safe investments • 

. -10. * . , ' 
Of the Ten Directors of the corporation, six shall be persons who are Elders, Trustees 
or members of the Cemetery Committee of Westfield Friends Church, and the other 
four shall be persons who are not members of Westfield Friends Church. 
The Directors, by a majority vote, shall have power to make, arnend, and/or repeal 
by-laws, and rules relating to the direction and operation of the corporation, but not 
inconsistent with any condition set forth in the Charter of the corporation. 

The incorporators of this Corporation, together with the directors thereof, shall 
hold the First Meeting of said corporation and shall mail a notice of said meeting to 
all directors na1ned in the charter at least one week before th~ . meeting, naming the 
time and place of the ineeting and all of said incorporators, and at least forty per cent 
(40%) of the directors named in the certificate of incorporation shall be present at said 
i~1eeti11g; ~!1~: ::>a.id o£ficers of ~~-ie sui\~ .:.:. -... ;:-1)0Tz1}")T1 :;b:":l~- h~ e l(!ci·ed 2.t s2 ic1 2ncetin g for 

One year, this election to take place in addition to other business which shall come 
before said meeting. 

The terms of office of the initial directors shall be decided at the first meeting. 



,_ ., . 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands, this the -------------- day 
of __ _ Qc.taber.,_ ___ b__Q _____ , A.D. 19 __ 6.6.. 

STATE OF ____ B:9.;-_t.h__Q~_;--~l_i_!!_'!L __ 
COUNTY OF _________ §_~~EY..: ________ . · 

This is to certify that on the - - - - ------- day of _Q_c_t_obe.r_, ____________ , A.D. 19_..6.6, before 

me,-; ___ ____ ..N.otlly:_P.ubllC .. ___ :._·_= ------- · - - -·--- - - --~ ".:'::""_-:'." ___ ! et:mmrll-:;--appeared ----- ·· 
... ; - . ~. -

Elmer Collins, 
Sam Lynch 
Isom Owens 

. i .. " ' 

James Tandy Pell, Sr., 

' : ·-.. , ·~ · - - .. : \ ; . . 

who, I am satisfied, are the persons named in and who executed the foregoing Article of Incorpo­

ration, and I having first made known to them the contents thereof, they did each acknowledge 

that they signed and delivered the same as their voluntary act and deed for the uses and purposes 

therein expressed. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and official seal, this the ,d_<?_'f:(__ day 
of _____ QctQb_e..r., _______ , A.D. 19 ____ 66 .. 

(L. S.) 

My Commission Expires. 

r - -- - (-~--.... ·--.::= ,..._ ...... -~ -~ 

•: .·.· ._ ... __ ... ·'-· 

•Insert any provialons de11ired to be included in the Articles of Incorporation such o.s: re1r11latlon of Internal affairs of the cor1>oratlon, &DJ' 

mRtlers required to be set forth In the by-laws, etc. s .. Chapter 55A ot the General Statute.. 



At the June, 1985 meeting of the Board of Directors of the Westfield Friends 
Memorial Trust Fund, Inc. the following personnel changes were made on the 
Board of Directors: 

(1) James Tandy Pell, Jr. (Route 2, Westfield, N. C. 27053) to replace James 
Tandy Pell, Sr. (deceased) 

(2) Aldean Collins (Route 2, Pilot Mountain, N. C. 27041) to replace Howard 
Jessup (deceased) 

(3) Boyd Owens (Route 2, Pilot Mountain, N. C. 27041) to replace Frank 
Chilton. 
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,_.,,, OT-!al··DEED OF TRUST. $o¥ "1..lamos Willi2m> £CO... Y-.. ll.. C.. 

'4111"'· Bank J>f Pilot 1'fountain, Pilot flinuntain, N. C. 
e .,, '!iJM:5I 'T • r n > 

STA"IE OP NOltl1f CAl!OUNA 
COUNTY OE SU:ttY 

TU?S IXD""7CltE. "'"'c~-"'"----·""'.::V _____________ i~. t.y .... 1.curcc. 

Harry llloble Wilson and .,ife Margie· R. lll'ilson 

~ .. .,,. ...,.., ,.....~ 1'. 'lf. !Coman 
...i Bank uf Pilot Molll\tain, Pi.lot Mountain, N. C. 

T.As:tte_. l*'"l'• f)Je ~ p.lrt 

,,.,.,_y__,,,,,,,....,,,,"""' 
~ ~ .au sa.id~ '2'.ae nrstpuiti.factaWmd to:Aidpa.rt i~ al 'tl:Nr: al.rd pa)1; h .Qie 

.,.._....,.,Seven ·thousand and 00/UlO-------------·--------------------- l>OCaat... 

neride,_,..,._e(S}c<n=C..t•he.-:0..-~o s1.ooo.oo doe and eayable on the 2Bth 
day oi Nover~er, L96~, .. it.~ interest after 11\aturity at the rate of 
six per cent per annum, 

ibe$)&~..-hcr>eat h$SidJ>U''ies Rrthellr:ct~•~s.> tio.a.'l.ft. . • ..so• .. TH:Ea:&POP.'lt.. ic ~ e! 1hr ~1Strlli .. .nd .b ~ C'C!llll.tdu~ Iii~~ to '4adl 1" h.md iP'llht_. a. .r;e~ 
..._ .. ___ ..... _...J&§ .. --...,.~---4"7 .... ~ 
.__pi:mt,.~...na:.r~mit:DU.uii4 II .. W. Normn rr.:a.e hi.s r:vo:s-,m:_~btc:crtabl 

~ .. pan;el.. loitoTtracts'O!ll.-d~i11 lle:stfield To~ Surry c~tr. L"'"lilmctre~ 
ticiWt..~~;u~'.S'; • 

BEG!NN.ING on a planted stone, being corner of .Elisha AdaJ:>.S property, sa'm.J .being lo-­
cated about 100 fe>!l south of Highway lolo. 1811 and southe.ast of TOIDS '.Craek Pd.al.ti 
&p·dst 0.urch and runs with said Eluha Adaac property South 07 <hog::ee'6 iJD. cinut .. s 
West 462 feet to a stone; Soutli 82 degrees 30 •inutes East 432 feet to a llNpl.e. cor 
ner of Elisha Adams and lbscoe Cooke; thence, running with Roscoe Ccolc proi>erty 
South 09 degrees 30 minutes West 96 feet to an i=n; .North 88 degrees 00 111inutes We 
222-8 feet to an irDn; South 02 deg.rees 00 minutes Nest 165 feet to an ir<>n; South 
86 degrees 50 minut.es East 774.5 feet to an iron, ~orner of Westfield Friend$ A1ee~­
i.ng Olu.rch lot; thence, wH:h line of said lot South 02 degrees CO minute$ West 231 
eet to an iron; South 05 degrees 00 lldnutes West 333 feet to an iron, corner of I 

sai.d church lot. located on north-.st side of lli.9hway No. 1909, thirty feet !rO!ll 
enter of said high•ay; thence, with ~aid right of ..,..ay South 55 degrees 00 minutes 

West 300 feet to an iron in saicl right of way. s.a111e being corner of \lelva Flippin f 
awry tract; thence. with dowry tract North 35 degrees 00 .illnutes lfi'est 200 feet to 
n iroa; South 80 degrees 00 sinutes West 1,546 feet to an irGn; South 31 d>!~es 

ainutei; est. 6T1 .4 fee-t to an iron; South 01 degree 3() minutes West. ;:1a feet tc 
n iron, line of .Joe Pell, .Jr.; thence, with said line l\brth 81 degre-i!s 45 ainutes 
st 3n feet to a snurwood, saae being COI1l!!r of .Eldridge Jackson in sai.d Pell line: 

hence r with Jaclu;on property lines fforth 06 degrees 27 .. inutes East l,090 feet t.o a 
ocust; ~ortb 70 degrees OD minut.es"'West 1,065 feet to an i.rcn; NJ>:rth 10 de.grees 15 
· utes """t '07 fe.,t; North 20 degree., 00 minutes East with Toms Cre>!k 160 feet; 
orth 01 degree 00 mu:urtes East 90 feet; thence, with a branch North 34 degrees 00 
"nut.es West 163 feet; thence, leaving branch Jto.rth 26 degrees 20 alnutes East 215 

fe<0t to a p1aDt.e<i stone; tlortb 87 degreeli 40 minutes East 188 feet; South 70 de~as 
0 •inutes E<ist 139 feet; North 84 degrees 00 mimrtes .East 100 bet; tlorth 81 degree 

minute!O East 196 feet; North 61 degrees 00 ninute.s Ea"t 1.20 feet; lforlh 84 degrees 
ainutes East 330.4 feet; 'orth B4 degr...es 00 :minutes East 143 feet; Nor'th 74 de- · 

rees 30 ainutes East 124 feet; North 59 degrees 30 •inutes East 223 fe.et; .Horth 66 
e9noes 00 Ginutes East 424 feet to a pLant<!d stone; thence, South e6 degrees 00 
· utes East 756.6 feet crossing Highway No. 1811 to the point oj beginning, con- I 
ai..olng 105. 7 ae=s and being Lots Jfo5. 12, 13, .14, and l5 and Tracts No1i. l, 2, 
nd 6, and being a part o:f the land known .as the Or • . Robert Flippin farm, being a 
art of the prnpe.rty described in ·the o.rlginal oet:l.tion in said special p.rocee.cli.ng 
nri being t:h>! afo::reaientio.ned lots and tracts as" shcnon by plat and sw-ve\1 of Roilpb 
• Marsh, Sarveyor. dated March ?I to April 2, 1962. 
n.~---"'~"7 Fayrene 11. Wells and husba~-~-~ 
TO llAVE AKD 1'0 GOLD ·nu: Ali :p~-u,. ~ wi':l'I .an me priv.ilc:gs 4:ml ~rr.&.nt:e!I bd!'Uo ~ ifteuk.::t or- 'lip 

~C~.rdc.. mif.Otl:llt~ W. ¥1. .. Norman <i;"ras~~~r.sudG:sip.s. ;u:i'":n.ts.11.:¥' 

3~~~~~~~~~~~~~ies 4-~~~~-~ 
........... - they il!/><rt_,,,....,_.,, _ _,a........!!!iL-,.,.rl&W'"--"""-..'"--' -­
~en &t=:e~ All~ _. ttiat they wm. ._.l"'tMt. JIZlli ddaid U. titl.a b lifb! u::. J1Caisst 6- clkms ol aa,. 

... ..upcnoos ............... ·~~-~-~~~~-~~-~-~~~~--~~~~-~~~~~~~ 

.i'JIO'\"Ul&D,. Jfe'W-~ Md cm ll&i.sUP&S:IS ~ .. ...,_, 'J--.W~llleflr.st_ll!a.t'l..U hD OT~'b 

pq6e ~~-~---.... .. e:i.- sdll ~...-.~ .... .-lpa~ caL.-..!.~ .-.0 ar~tti Copayeq 
put.C111dle~~~.t"».-:any.-~.utr(s].atU.~or_,..d.~ 0~1r~.-~a£sa1ta ..-~q -..i ~ 

.__......,~ ~J!st.an.belbcdllt.1.o:!W-...id W. W. Horman ~.his 9'0CcSPU'S.:lt'&sSS£JtS .. 

at .OW.. raqne.ct o4 ._ a-UO: ~d the 1br:l pa--..., or ,,,\ ts assi,re ,to seU .sald J.wl u ))ldt.lk .._"'tlr.lll ':ii> 'the ~..en~ li>r --·----lie-'" Surry .,,_. ••. c..-....,_ .. .,.""""'--l<Y 
t11r:~~.ftrsl~._.._,ara.pc::Wd~"1~•aati0e~•-~..,Dabcon 
•~ c ... ..a .tso b.7 ·~ al:e ~ a't k:a31-.ce <t. -.ea tor 1mtr ~ ~'Vi'~ 1*:i; G.:-'""70ili:l'S· ia s;:,i:. ~ 
piblil:.bed i.o sa.'ia c.-.~. l:benila ~ d:Ja da.t:e.. tins ..a:d :;ibc:e- /:ill A..c!. uh • .aa4 sbaI1 mU:t ud ~ tto U.'POTdl.a.su· ~ 

~~t.OCUr~-,~c;;;. ~ =~J!..t~~::~~ai:~~~ar:r~~~;;:'.f 
t!le ~ OCli:e aad i.--ite~t,. '!be.- >Ja1 :he ~4 if~ .. to U..~ e.at!l1'm u .scme ___..._.,. i._.. 
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'fo have and i;o wlrl ~he aforesaid tract or p:axcel of land 
and al.l privileges and ap;pcin-tenanees the:reunto belonging to 
the said pa.rf;J of: the secorul pa:i:i; and his heirs and assigns 
forever·. 

And the said parties of the :first ;iart do covenant that 
t-he;r are S'eized of said premise.s in fee and have t:!ie rightc to 
conv·ey theo same in fee simp2e; tbat the same are free from in­
cmt'brauces; and tha:!; the:r vil.l. wa:r:Tant and def'eml the said title 
to "the same against the claims o:f aJ.1 persons wham.soever. 

Ilf !ES'.l'IMC.lilY \iJBERE:Oll, the said pa:rues • o:f the first part 
have hereunto set their ha.:aas and seals. 

BORD CAROLDU. ) 
~GCGmi!Y } 

I ~~ " ~ · l_,.. Z a n<>"ta.J7 public in and for said 
county ~te aoreaida, do hereby certify th.art Fayrene "· 
'N'ells an.d husbaita C. '.i' . 'lfe11s, Jr. personally appeared before 
me this, day and. aclatowl.eil!g;ed the tiue execution o:f the fore­
going deed. 
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1,065 :feet 'to an iron; lforlh 10 degrees 15 llimltes 
Vest 257 fee"t> li'orlb 20 degrees 00 mi.Jmtes East vi-th 
~1ll:S 1h-eek 160 fe.ei;; lfo:rth 01 ilegree 00 mlill-tes East 
90 fee'o; thence, wi1;n a brancb 'lfo:rtb 34 (\egrees 00 
minutes Yest 163 feet; thence, :ieav<...n,g branch North 
26 degrees 20 Ei.nlltes Bast 215 !'eet "to a pl.anted stone; 
JJordl 87 d~ees W ninu:tes East l.88 feet; South 75 
degrees 4.0 mi.lmtes l!:ast 139 f'eet; Jro:rth 84 oegrees 
00 Di:Imtes Eas-t 100 !'e-et; .North 8'7 degrees .i!.O ~tes 
East 19:6 :feet~ Jforth 63- degrees 00 ainnt.es East 120 
feet; llio.rth 84 oeg:rees 00 .minutes Eas-t 330.L feet; 
Borth 8* degrees 00 11.inutes East 143 feet; Jlori;h 74 
degrees 30 :a:i:nlltes Eas"t l.24 :fee1'; lforth 59 cegrees 
JO minutes East 223 ~eet; North 66 degrees 00 1!!'.i.Dntes 
East 424 :fee-t to a planted stone~ the:rme, South 86 
degrees 00 millUi;es Eas".t 756.6 :ree"t cr.oss.ing Ei,ghwa:y 
No. 18J.l ito. tbe po:i:nt of begimliJlJh conta:i.ni:Ilg 1.05. "i' 
acres a:nii 'be:ing Lots Mos . 12. l~, J.-4 a.lld 15 and 
Tracts Dos. 1. 2 and 6. 

JmGIEUlJG at a:n iron pm the sane being the northvest 
co.mer of R. Y . Marshall prOJJer'ty in line of Ye1:va 
Flippin doia-y tract and runs wit'h said dowry trru:t 
Hor•h 55 degrees 06 mi.mites Ea~ 310 feet ~ a mapl.e; 
lforlh -44 . degrees 00 airm:f;es East }80 :feet to a aa.pl.e; 
Jforth 27 degrees 30 minutes Bast Jl.6 :feet to a m.a:pl.e .; 
same being the co:rner 01' Vel.va ?lippin do'ffey t:ract~ 
al.so, co=e:r of cemetery J.ot 1>f t.he Westfield t'r.ierula 
Meeting; the~ce, Wor"-..h 20 degrees 30 mino.tes East 321 
i'eet to a pJ.a.ni;ed s;;one co:r.ner of said ceuete:ry lot and 
Roscoe Cook properfy; tllenae. with Roscoe Cook proper~y 
line :l'orth 70 degrees 30 rrinutes East 1,1«.4 f'ee;; to 
an iron :i:n said line, sruae being 1ocated tbirly :feet 
f'ro;:11 center o:f: Highway No . ).6).-0 on west side of said 
hignway; ·thence, vi"1 right of WaJ 1Ui.e ot said high­
way South 06 oegrees 00 JJU:nu1'es East 226.5 feet; South 
09 degrees 30 mnutes llast l.05 feet; South 10 degrees 
JO l:ldm2tes East 105 feet; South l.4 degrees 30 minutes 
Eas~ 105 feet; Scu'th 16 degrees 30 minnte~ East 105 
ifeet; Souiih 19 degrees 00 llilmtes East 60 f'eet to an 
iron located on vest side of ebcve ~ent:ioned higinoay 
thirty feet f'ro:m center o:f sa:me: the:nce, leating high­
va;y Sao:th 82 degrees 40 ll!lllnl'tes Wesi> 200 ~eet 1io an 
iron, corner of Tract Jilo. 5 of Dr. Robert Flippin prop­
ert;y; theuce, wi:th 1.ine of the sane Smith 70 degrees 
36 ::tinutes Yest 1.,107 feet to an :iron: tbence, Soutb'.D3 
degrees 00 i:::tiDutes West 332 fee~ to an iran sa:rae being 
sont.bivest cor11e:r o'f "l':ract lio. 5 and ill line o:f fie R. 'I/_ 
Jlarsb.sJ.). properly; thence, vi:t'h said line !forth 85 de­
grees 00 ~inlltes West 7S}.5 feet to 1;be point of be­
ginnUig, co:nta:iA"i:n;!; 31.59 ac:res and being Lots !los. 
16, 17, J.6, l<J 20 a:nn 21 am !ract llo . 4. 

!'!he above-described pa.._"'llels o~ .land bein,g a par~of 
the :lano knmm as the Dr. Robert flippin far.s, being 
a part of the property described in the o~ig:ina.1 
petit:ion in this $peeia1 ~roceecing and being the 
af'orerient:ioned l.ots or tracts as shown by plat mJil :sur­
vey of :Ra:lph L. Xa...""Sh, Surveyor, :Dated Ma..>"'Ch 27 to Apn'l 
2, 1St>2. 



EIS DlmD, MaGe this the loth day of Ma:rch. l.965. bJ' 
PiYRDF. w. W3'LLS en.a hl.sban5, c. '!'. 'llRIJ',S, JR.., of Mecl:lenbUX]' 
County, North Carolina, parties of the first part, to KARRY 
SOBLE W:ILSOl'f, of Surry Cowr:y, North Carolil'la, party of: the 
second part; 

! ! !. - ~ §. !! ! ! g: 
Tl!at the said parties of the :firat part i.n considerat.ion 

of ten do!.lar& and in furi;her consideration of the grantee here­
in assa.iti.ng tte granter, Payrene V. Well' s • obligation to pw:­
chase the land here:ina.ft;er described by virtue of an agree:iteut 
execu'ted by he:r dated the 1}th da:r of' J'tme, .i96.f., \Cie::.-ein she 
agreed to parchase the land ~erein.a£ter descr.iaed froa ~. L. 
Wash and Wi11ian ~. Reid, Co-COlll!llissioners, ta them paid by the 
said. party of tbe secow'l p.art. t.he :rece:ii.pt of' which :.a he:re~ 
acknov1edged, have ba:i:gahi.ed and sold, and b7 these presents :lo 
bargain, sel.1 and conve:r llllto the said part:r of the second pa......-t; 
and bis he1.rs those certain ii:racts or parcels of: l.arui in the County 
of: Surry, and State cf North Carol.ina, i.n Wes~f'iel.d ~mmship, and 
more part:icularly d.egcribed as :!'allows: 

BEGilllflll'G en a pl.anted stone, beirg corner of El.isha 
Adair:;s property, same being l.oca~ed abrn::1t 100 feet 
sauth of Highway No. 1511 and southeas-; of 'rmi:s Creek 
Primi-tive Baptist Chrcb and nme '#it.h said E":tisha 
Adams properly South 07 degrees }0 mnutes West- •Hi2 
feet tc a stone; South 82 degrees 30 minutes 1!ast 
452. feet 'to a m.pl.e. corner of Bl.isba Lila.!!:s and Roscoe 
Cooke; the::i.ce, rmm:ing with l:loscoe Cooke propert7 
South 09 degrees 30 l!tinu'tes West 96 feet to an iron; 
Ko~ 88 degrees 00 ~inutes West 222 . 8 feet ~o an 
irll11~ South 02 degrees 00 minutes Yest 165 feet "<> 
an iron; South 86 degrees 50 mi.nn~es 3ast 774 . 5 feet 
to an iron; corner of Wes-l::t:iel.d Frie.us !'(el!'ting Cnurc'.!! 
l.ot> thence, rith line of saitl lot South 02 degrees 
CO c:i.n~tes West 2.';2 feet tc an iron; South 05 degrees 
OQ minutes lfest 333 feet ~o a!l iron, cc:n:ier of said 
church lot, located an no::'thwest s2de of Rig.tr>ra~ ~o. 
l809, thirty feet from center of said highway; thence, 
wi\b. said righ.t of way South 55 degrees 00 llinutes 
Vest 300 feet to an iron in said right o:f vay • sru:.e 
beit:g cozner of 'fe1va Y.l:l.ppiD. dcwr)' tract; thence, 
with dowry tract Xortb J5 degrees 00 m.:Um:tes West 
200 feet to an i:rnn; South 80 degrees 00 minutes West 
1,546 feet to an iron; Sontb 31 d eg:rees 00 minutes 
Veet 677.4 feet to an i:rnn; South 01 degrees JO oinutes 
West 418 ~eet to an iron, l.ine of Joe Pe11, Jr.; ~hence 
with said l.ine Horth 81 degrees 45 i::.inu~es West 377 
feet to a sourwood, aaae being corner· of i'D.dridge , 
Jackson in said Pe11 l.1ne; thence, w'.i.tb: .rack.son prop­
erty_llnes North 06 degrees 27 ainu•es Ea.at 1,090 
:feet to a l.ocus~; Korth 70 deg::ees 00 lllinltes Vest 
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WHE.REAS, Jaaob Jaokson, son of Samuel. and Catherine J a nks on , oJ. 

the OoWlty o:f SUrry • and provinoe o:t: North C~rolina. ; a n d. ./l. t ui Jlealn, 

daughter of Bowater and Sarah Beals, of the C<?unty and. prov i i1ce a:f' ot " ­

said, having dealared their intentions of Marriage be f ore sr:veral 0f 

the Monthly Meetings of the people called Quakers, at New-Gnrd.E'lll 

whose proceedings therein (having consent of Parents an d. He I o.tiorrn 

concerned) were allowed ·of by the said Meetings -

NOW these are to certify whom it may concern, that fo r the f'uJ 

aooompl.ishment of their said intentions, this Tenth day o:f t;]le Ei{~ll t.h 

month in the year of our Lord, one thousand .seven hundred 0 '1.cl sevo111.,y 

f'our, they, the said Jacob Jackson and Ann Beals, app e a re d i.11 n Ful1 l 'i r1 · 

assembly of the said People. and others met together, at th1; ir u2ual 

Mee ting-House at Toms Creek. in the County of Surry af ores a i d , nnr1 the 

said Jacob Jackson. taking the said Ann Beals by the vHand, 1li d ln a 

solemn manner openly declare that he took her to be hi s Wi fo , proni s in r; 

to be: unto her a loving and f'aithful Husband, until Death shou ld seper-

ate them. .And then and there in the said Assembly, the s ald Arm Bealn 

did in like manner Declare that she took the said .Tacob J a ck son to be 

her Husband, promising to be unto him a loving and fai th:ful Wi fe tmti11 
' ' 

Death should separate them, or words to that effect. AND MOHEOV:SH tlrn 

said Jacob Jackson and Ann Beals, she aooording to the custom of 

marriage assuming the name of her Husband, as a further conf i rmation 

thereof, did then and there to these presents set their hands. - - -

Jacob Jackson 
Ann Jackson 

And we whose names are hereunder subs0ribed, being amongst o t hers pre­
sent, at the solenmization of their marriage and superscription in rn~1n 1 !P 1 

aforesaid. as witnesses thereto, have hereunto set our hand.s , the rl..ny 
and year aboYe written. 

Thomas Jessop 
Thomas Jessop,Juner 
Moorman Ballard 
David Ballard 
John Bryant 
Daniel Beals 
Samuel Bond 

Amos Henley Joseph Hiett 
Uriah Carson Ann Jessop 
Curtis Jackson (Suzannah)Hiett 
Thomas Sumner Elizabeth Beals 
Henry Worley Hannah Hiett 
Richard Jones Ann Hiett 
Jamima Jones Ruth Worley 
John Burris Mary Jessop 
Caleb Jessup. Hannah Hiett 
Jacob Jessop 
John Hiett ~ 

Samuel J ackson 
Bowate r Beals 
'.I!hs6 Beals 
Sa.rah Beals 
Catherine Jac:¥ •;n11 
Sarah Feals 
Ruth Beals 
E~ ter rurris 
Phebe bumner ' 
LJdia Bryant 

. . 
(,f, 



Rev. Ora S. & Cleta B. Evans 
Ht. 1 
Germantown, North 0arolina 

Dear Friends: 

14927 El Soneto Dr. 
Whittier, California 
October 13, 1954 

Our mutual friends, Harold and Edith Terry, have written us t ha t 
you are th3 ministers at the Westfield Friends Church. 

When the Terrys and the Willard Hinshaws were in California i n t he 
Spring, we became acquainted with them and told them about the 
marriage certificate of my husband's ancestors, dating back t o 1 774 , -­
the wedding taking place ih a Meeting House at Toms Creek. 

Our new friends became interested, and Edi th Terry wrote us t }ia t 
they had discovered that the Westfield Church used to be known as 
Toms Creek, and that there is a marker in the churchyard to t liat 
effect. She also said the old records were still upstairs i 11 the 
present church. 

Now we certainly do not expect you to spend any time looking 11p 

these records, but I thought you just mi~ t be interested in this 
bit of early church history, so I am sending you a copy of th e 
marriage certificate. 

You will see there is a list of names of the witnesses. Perbaps 
the descendants of some of these people are still living arour1d the re . 

We do not know when Jacob and Ann Jaclrnon left North Carolina or 
whether they had any children while living there. Our record.s onl~' 
trace the family as far back as Ohio, except for this certifica te. 

If my husband and I ever come back to North Carolina we would like 
to look for any record of the Jackson family we could run acro ss . 

We are so happy to have made friends with the Terrys and the Hinshaws 
and appreciate the interest they have taken. It makes our count r y 
seem smaller, somehow, to know other Friends clear across the conti­
nent. 

I will unofficially send GREETINGS to your church from our church 
at East Whittier. 

Sincerely, 

~/J~ 



Bicentennial of Westfield Friends 



Bicentennial of Westfield Friends 

History of Westfield Friends Monthly Meeting 

Westfield Monthly Meeting of Friends is the oldest church in 
the general area of the state next to the Moravians of Old Salem. The 
meeting was established as an off-spring of the historic New Garden 
Monthly Meeting at Guilford College in 1772. Since it was located 
west of Guilford College, it was referred to as "The Western Field" and 
thus came the name of Westfield. Before that it was called "Toms 
Creek." 

The Westfield Friends would send representatives all the way to 
New Garden seventy miles every month, the Western Quarterly 
Meeting records show this. Travel between Guilford and Westfield in 
1770 was through a gap in the Sauratown Mountain range, which to 
this day bears the name Quaker Gap. 



Elders who have served our meeting in the past who are still living. 

Rebecca Collins (our oldest living member) 

W. R. Pell (Roy) 
Robert Gammons 
Isom Owens 
Harvey Hunter 
Carl Inman 
James Tandy Pell, Sr. (J. T.) 

Woodrow Smith 
Jennie Simmons 
Claudia Lynch 
Don Fulk 
Frankie Cooke Fulk 

Clerks of the meeting of this century who are still Friends: 

John Chilton - deceased Annie Marshall 
Amanda Cooke Pell - deceased Raynor Pell Wilson 
Bertie Dix Carroll - deceased Elizabeth Johnson Smith 
J. Wesley Pell - deceased Jennie Collins Simmons 
Nannie Inman Johnson Judy Vaughn Johnson 

Claudia Jessup Lynch - Present Clerk 



l 
J 

Presiding Clerk 
Recording Clerk 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Elders 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

1972-1973 

Claudia Lynch 
Janie Moss 

Eula Mae Vaughn 
Sam Lynch 

Raynor Wilson 
Jennie Simmons 

Mal be rt Johnson 
Sam Lynch 

Radford Hiatt 
Elmer Collins 

Nannie Johnson 



Trustees 

Finance Committee 

Cemetery Committee 

Plot Man 
Assistant 
Nominating Committee 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS 

1972-1973 

Sam Lynch 
Carl Inman 

Erastus Vaughn 
Radford Hiatt 

Don Fulk 
Don Moss 

Carl Inman 
Sue Hiatt 

Frankie Fulk 
Robert Gammons 
Josephine Collins 

Vadie Hall 
Erastus Vaughn 
Raynor Wilson 

Elizabeth Smith 
Isom Owens 

Elmer Collins 
Judy Johnson 

Don Fulk 
Nannie Johnson 

Lucy Jessup 
Woodrow Smith 

Superintendent ................................ Donald Fulk 
Assistant ...................................... Carl Inman 
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Denise Smith 
Assistant ...................................... Joy Collins 
Adult Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judy Johnson 
Assistant ................................... Raynor Wilson 
Young Adult Class Teacher ...................... Don Moss 
Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Radford Hiatt 
Young Peoples Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janie Moss 
Assistant ..................................... Frankie Fulk 
Junior Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claudia Lynch 
Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lucille Jessup 
Beginner's Class Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Smith 
Assistant .................................... Pam Hundley 



ST ANDING COMMITTEES 

Christian Education .................. Frankie Fulk (Chairman) 
Eula Mae Vaughn, Sue Hiatt, Rachel Jessup, 

Elizabeth Smith 
Public Morals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Leftwich 
Stewardship ...................................... Sue Hiatt 
Peace ........................................ Lucy Jessup 
Literature .................................. Elizabeth Smith 
Young Friends ...................... Denise Smith, Sandy Hiatt 
Missions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claudia Lynch 
Evangelism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donald Fulk 
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HISTORY OF WESTFIELD FRIENDS MEETING 

Westfield Monthly Meeting of Friends dates back to the 1760s. A monthly meeting 
since 1772, pioneer Quakers came from New Garden (Guilford College) to plant a new 
church in the valley of Tom's Creek. Quakers from New Garden camped in what is now 
Quaker Gap in Stokes County. They called this their Western Field; later the meeting and 
village were named Westfield. 

The western migration took a heavy toll on the Westfield Meeting. The records show 
that 38 families (a total of 59 members) left Westfield Meeting between 1801 and 1822. 
The Quakers who left Westfield became the leaders who started Friends churches and 
schools in Indiana, Iowa, Ohio, and other western settlements in the first half of the 
nineteenth century. 

The Friends at Westfield were pioneers in education and had a church school when the 
state had not yet started public schools as we know them today. The School Committee 
in 1872 (100 years after Westfield became a monthly meeting) were Sandy Cook, William 
Henry Pell, and Benjamin F. Davis. The teacher we have heard so much about was Ellen 
Minthorne who came from Iowa. She was President Herbert Hoover's aunt (his mother's 
sister) . Ellen fell in love with and married Merlin Marshall of White Plains. (She is buried 
in White Plains Friends Cemetery.) Westfield Friends had students to come from what is 
now Mt. Airy, White Plains, and Virginia to take advantage of the school. According to 
records found in the Superintendent's office of Surry County Schools, all the people who 
received their education at Westfield Friends and entered the teaching profession made the 
highest grades on the teacher's examination which was given to ascertain the kind of 
certificate to be issued. (Luther Byrd looked this up.) 

The early Friends introduced many varieties of grass seed and fruit. Abijah Pinson was 
a leader in bringing in cultivated grass seeds such as Timothy and English Millet. Hannah 
Jessup, a Quaker missionary from England, brought the first alfalfa seed to this country. 
Westfield Quakers first grew alfalfa on the meeting's property down near the old spring 
that is called the George Fox Spring. Friends took seed west with them and alfalfa 
became the great hay crop of the West. 

The oldest record of a marriage certificate is that of Jacob Jackson and Ann Beals 
recorded in 1774 with 37 names listed as witnesses. This couple left for Ohio soon after 
their wedding. One of their ancestors, Albert Jackson from Whittier, California, sent this 
record to our church. This family is still Quaker. "I believe God wanted us at Westfield 
to be a seedbed for His work." That is what we have been for over 200 years. This seems 
to be our history. 

The meetinghouse was remodeled in 1939. A large crowd was present for this all-day 
meeting at the oldest place of worship in Surry County. Dr. Clyde Milner, President of 
Guilford College, and Murry C. Johnson, Executive Secretary, were the principal 
speakers. Lewis McFarland was the pastor. Several people from Westfield and other 
places who attended school when Ellen Minthorne was their teacher were there. 

The first meetinghouse (log) was in the middle of what is now the cemetery. Later a 
building was placed where we now have the boxwood and planter. We call this our 
memorial to Lewis McFarland who was our beloved pastor in the thirties and early forties. 

-2-



During the war years, members and non-members saved their small amount of gas to 
come to church. They brought people with them. In the early fifties the polio epidemic 
hurt some but we at Westfield have always had our faithful few. 

Westfield Friends held their bicentennial in 1972 (four years before our nation did) . 
The day began at 9 o'clock with Elmer Collins tolling the church bell 200 times. The bell 
rope broke as it sounded for the two hundredth time. The covered wagons began to roll 
from the Westfield School grounds, bringing in members and visitors to the meetinghouse. 
Wayne Johnson was pastor; and Hershel Hill, former pastor and at that time Executive 
Secretary ofNorth Carolina Yearly Meeting, brought the 11 o'clock message. At noon, 
lunch was served in the fellowship hall of the meetinghouse. It was said that 500 were in 
the fellowship hall at one time. 

The cake was made by Elizabeth Smith and Josephine Collins. It was put together and 
decorated in the fellowship hall . It covered a table and served over 500 people. Annie 
Marshall furnished the flowers . They were arranged by Addie Hunter and Raynor Wilson. 

In the afternoon program, a history by Raynor Wilson was read. Visitors were 
recognized. 

Several improvements the last few years at the meeting include paving a parking area, 
new stained-glass windows, and lighting in the worship center. The present pastor is 
James Parker (wife Janie). 

This is just a small amount of history about our meeting. We are 23 years into our 
third century, and we are greatly indebted to the past saints who labored so hard in God's 
work here at Westfield. May we with all Christian love and fellowship look to God for 
help and guidance in everything we do as we labor in His vineyard. 

Written by Raynor Pell Wilson, June 1995. 



Westfield dates 
back to1760 

Westfield dates back to 1760, 
when it was West Field. 

Pioneer Quakers from the "New 
Garden Meeting" in Greensboro 
decided to cross the Quaker's Gap 
in Sauertown Mountain to build 
two communities, one in the valley 
of Big Creek, and the other in the 
valley of Tom's Creek. 

The community formed up at 
Westfield, called "Old West Field 
Friends Meeting" is the oldest 
recorded religious organization in 
Surry County. 

The meetings were started by 
these early Quakers in 1772, and 
December 23, 1786, marked the 
start of regular monthly meetings 
of the Friends at Westfield. 

The meetings grew rapidly. 
Several new meetings were 
established. However, as a 
westward migration trend began, 
the meetings were weakened, and 
in 1832, the Westfield Friends 
Meeting was dissolved, at least 
temporarily. 

In 1868, Friends once again 
gathered in Westfield, and by 
1883 they had firmly established a 
regular monthly meeting. The 
meetings have continued since then 
without interruption. Today, the 
Westfield Friends Meeting is a 
strong part of the Westfield 
community, which is located some 
7 miles north of Pilot Mountain. 

The original Quaker meeting 
house was constructed in the 
1 780s, but it decayed before the 
Civil War. A new structure was 
build around 1870, and it 
continued to be used until 1883, 
when the present building 
alongside the Westfield Road was 
built. It has been modernized. 

Quakers also started the first 
school in Westfield. 

Mrs. Ellen Menthom was a 
teacher at the first school. She 
happens to have been the sister of 
President Herbert Hoover, which 
is an item of local pride in 
Westfield. 

Today, m addition to the 
Westfield Friends Meeting, there 
are two other churches right in the 
immediate Westfield School area. 
A large number of other churches 
dot the surrounding area. 

Westfield has a number of 
businesses operating right in the 
immediate area and m the 
surrounding area. There are four 
grocery stores, 2 used car lots, and 
a new sandwich shop located 
alongside N.C. 89, which is 
operated by Todd and Terri 
Inman. 

Westfield has its own medical 
center. 

The Westfield Medical Center is 
owned by the community and is 
operated by a board of directors 
consisting of local residents. Dr. 
Alice Inouye and Ann Potter, 
F. N. P., together provide 
comprehensive health care to all 
members of the community, as well 
as the surrounding area. 

Westfield also has a volunteer 
fire department that has been 
consistently ranked as being 
among the superior units in the 
entire area. 

Grant Christian is chief of the fire 
department; John Kuhl is president 
of the Westfield Volunteer Fire 
Department. Iris Kuhl heads the 
WVFD Ladies Auxiliary. 

A Ladies Bible Study group has 
regular meetings in Westfield, and 
there is an active Senior Citizens 
Club, which has 30 members. 
Each month, the senior citizens 
enjoy a covered dish meal before 
their meeting. 

The Westfield Boy Scout Troup 
is very active. Raeford and Betty 
Taylor provide leadership for the 
troop. 

Westfield is also home of the 
Westfield Rangers Little League 
team, coached by Eugene Terry. 

A matter of great local pride in 
Westfield is that both the boys and 
girls basketball teams at the 
Westfield School won the Surry 
County championships this past 
winter. Richard Hauser coaches 
both teams. 
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Surry 
Quarterly 
Meeting 

The newest Quarterly Meeting in 
the Yearly Meeting is Surry, com­
posed of Meetings located in that 
County, and around Galax, Virginia. 

The beginnings of this Quarterly 
Meeting are given in the Yearly 
Meeting Minutes for the year 1898: 

Yadkin Valley Quarter requested 
that a new Quarterly Meeting be 
set up to be composed of White 
Plains, Westfield and Mount Airy 
Monthly Meetings, all on the 
north side of the Yadkin River, 
and named Surry Quarter, to be 
held on the 4th 7th day in 9th, 
12th, 3rd and 7th months at 
11 :00 o'clock, and the Meeting 
on Ministry and Oversight on 6th 
day preceding at 2 :00 p.m. Said 
Quarterly Meeting to be s,et up at 
White Plains in 9th month next; 
held in 12th month at Mount 
Airy, in 3rd month at Westfield, 
in 7th month alterruuing between 
Blue Ridge Mission and Pine 
Hill, beginning with the former. 

The request was granted, and the 
committee appointed to attend the 
opening meeting "and to have care 
of the Quarterly Meeting during the 
year" was Rufus P. King, Albert 
Peele, Mary E . Cartland, · ~pheus 
White, Victoria Petty, Anna V. Ed­
gerton, Alice R. King, L. L. Hobbs, 
and Joel G. Anderson. 

Due procedures were followed, 
and at the opening session of Surry 
Quarterly Meeting on the 24th of 
9th month, 1898, J. Addison Grif­
fiths was named to serve as clerk of 
the day, with Lottie Robertson as 
assistant. 

A committee to suggest names for 
clerks and treasurer consisted of G. 
C. Welch, Nathan Hutchens, Nannie 
Nichols, Wilson Hutchens, and Mary 
Barker. They reported the names of 
J. Addison Griffiths and Minnie 
MlJrshall for clerks, and Samuel W. 
Coolc for treasurer, "all of which 
were satisfactory to tpe meeting 
anq they were appointep according­
ly.' 

In addition to Frienc~s work at the 
Blue Ridge Mission, noted else­
where, activities continued for a 
time at Ivey flill and at Raven 
Rock. Both have been discontinued. 
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Westfield 
Westfield Monthly Meeting of 

Friends is the oldest church in Sur­
ry or Stokes County, and probably 
the oldest religious group in this 
general area of the state, next to the 
Moravians of the Old Salem settle­
ment. This community was settled 
in the l 760's when Quakers from 
the New Garden area crossed Qua­
ker Gap of the Sauratown Moun­
tains into the valleys of Big Creek 
and Toms Creek. 

Meetings for worship were held 
at Westfield as early as 1772, under 
the care of New Garden Quarterly 
Meeting. New Garden Friends re­
garded this work as a kind of mis­
sion project. It was referred to as 
"The Western Field." Hence the 
name. 

The Monthly Meeting was offi­
cially establish.ed November 13, 
1786. Prior to this time, Westfield 
Friends attended New Garden 
Monthly Meeting, 67 miles away. 
Bowater Sumner was the first clerk. 

Some 36 families moved west­
ward during the period of the great 
migrations, and the Monthly Meet­
ing was discontinued in 1832. It was 
revived again in 1868 when Albert 
Peele and Isham Cox came, and met 
on Sunday morning with about 150 
people in the open air. 

Just when the first building was 
erected is not known, but a deed for 
nine acres of land "including West­
field Meeting House" in 1797 indi­
cates that a building was constructed 

Westfield Meeting House v / 

soon after the establishment of the 
Meeting. The present building is the 
third to serve the congregation. The 
first building was replaced in 1870, 
and was used until 1885, when the 
present structure was built. Through 
the years it has been remodeled, and 
an educational building added. 

As was the custom of Friends be­
fore the coming of the public school 
system, a school house was built 
nearby, operating under the care of 
the Meeting. One of the teachers was 
Ellen Minthorne, a sister of Presi­
dent Hoover's mother. This school 
later became Westfield Academy. 

Ararat 

June 20, 1924, Ararat Monthly 
Meeting was "set off' from Pine 
Hill, becoming a part of Surry Quar­
terly Meeting. There were 23 char­
ter members, made up of family 
names such as Chilton, Mills, Jack­
son, Norman, and Lawrence. 

The Meeting has remained small 
in numbers, but it has made a great 
contribution to the state at large 
though the number of outstanding 
young people attending Guilford and 
other Colleges, and later finding 
places of leadership and usefulness 
in various communities. 

Among the local leaders who have 
meant much to the Meeting and to 
Surry Quarterly Meeting, the name 
of Vilena Chilton deserves special 
mention. 

A number of able pastors have 
served the Meeting. Recently, 
Claude Hobson has led the Meeting 
in many progressive steps. The 
Meeting House has been extensively 
remodeled and renovated, until it 
is a very attractive place of worship. 

Although a very small Meeting, 
there is a warm fellowship, and an 
unusually high level of~ewardship 
and loyalty to our cooperative work. 

I 
r 
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Westfield meeting is oldest . 
Quaker church in Surry County 

Westfield Church 
one of the oldest 
in North Carolina 

Westfield Monthly 
Meeting of Friends is the 
oldest church in the general 
area of the state next to the 
Moravians of Old Salem. 

According to a bulletin of 
Westfield Friends, the 
meeting was established as 
an off-spring of the historic 
New Garden Monthly 
Meeting at Guilford College 
in 1772. Since it was located 
west of Guilford Co liege, it 
was referred to as "The 
Western Field" and thus 
came the name of West­
field. Before that it was 
q1lled "Toms Creek." 

The meeting's first clerk 

Marker recalls 

Histor.r o.f church 

wa s Boatwater Sumner . 
The meeting, realizing the 
need for good schools, 
conducted one of the first 
schools in this part of the 
country, providing teachers 
before public schools were 
known in this area. 

Acc or ding to records 
found in the superin­
tendent 's office of Surry 
County Schools, all the 
people who received their 
·education at Westfield and 
en te red the teaching 
profession made the highest 
grades on the teachers' 
examin ation. 

The first meeting house 
and school were located 
across the road where the 
cemetery is now. Later, a 
building was placed where 
the boxwood and planter 
now stand. This is known as 
a me morial to Lewis Mc­
Fa rl a nd, the church ' s 
pastor in the 30s and 40s. 
George E. Edwards and his 
brother, Dr . Edwards, 
placed the granite marker 
on the meeting house 
grounds telling the church 
history in the memory of 
their mother's family, the 
Davis ', who lived here and 
were Quakers . 

The early Friends in­
troduced many varieties of 
grass seeds. Adijah Pinson, 
the father of the fruit in­
dustry in this portion of the 
country, brought 2C 
varieties of fruits from 
England and such grass 
seed as Timothy and 
English millet. 
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'ry Of Friends, Area Are Entwined 
3ERRIER 

Staff Writer 
owing our love for history, 

1 • '- • • a K. Greene brought a copy of 
"Carolina Quakers," by the office of 
The Mount Airy News some time 
back. 

The publication, edited by two of 
North Carolina's better-known Quak­
ers, Seth Hinshaw and his wife, 
Mary Edith Hinshaw, is one de­
signed to delight history buffs, partic­
ularly if the history enthusiast hap­
pens to be a Friend. 

While we arc not a member of the 
Friends, the publication, which 
marked the Quakers' tercentenary -
1672 to 1972 - is one that we en­
joyed, for the history of the Friends 
and Surry County are ~losely en­
twined. The Hinshaws are to be con­
gratulated for the obvious hard work 
and expertise that went into the publi­
cation they masterminded. 

Of particular interest to us is the 
Table of Dates. Historian Ruth Min­
ick is responsible for our longtime in­
terest in the Westfield Friends be­
cause of some of her columns and 
our conversations on the topic. 

It was recorded in the Table of 
Dates that Westfield Friends (Toms 
Creek) was begun in 1773, becom­
ing a Monthly Meeting in 1787. 

The Westfield Monthly Meeting 
of Friends is the oldest church in Sur­
ry and Stokes counties, according to 
the book. It is also probably the old­
est religious group in this general 
area of the state, next to the Moravi­
ans of the Old Salem settlement 
down in Forsyth County. 

The community was set-tied in the 
1760s when Quakers came from the 
New Garden area, crossed Quaker 
Gap in the Sauratown Mountains 
and came on into the valleys. of Big 
Creek and Toms Creek. 

Meetings for worship were held 
in Westfield as early as 1772. As we 
had heard from Ruth on several occa­
sions, it was referred to as "The 
Western Field," hence its name. 

The Monthly Meeting officially 
was established Nov. 13, 1786. 

The Westfield congregation was 
one of those drastically affected by 
the exodus of Southern Quakers, 
who moved westward during the 75 
years preceding the War Between 
the States. 

Precipitating the migration was 
the Ordinance of 1787, when the 

- Northwest Territory was declared a 
land forever free of slavery. 

As the Hinshaws write in their 
publications, the Quaker population 
of the South was decimated. The Vir­
ginia Yearly Meeting declined and fi­
nally was "laid down." 

"All Meetings in South Carolina 
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THE WAY THEY WENT: These were the major routes followed by N.C. Friends on their westward mi­
gration. 

and Georgia disappeared, and the 
continued existence of the North Car­
olina Yearly Meeting was for a time 
uncertain," they reported. 

Between 1800 and 1860 it was es­
timated that at least 6,000 Friends 
settled in the Midwest, most of 
whom were from North Carolina. 

Some 36 families from "The 
Western Field" moved westward dur­
ing the period of the great migra­
tions, and the Monthly Meeting was 
discontinued in 1832, remaining inac­
tive for 36 years. It was revived 
again in 1868 when about 150 peo­
ple held an open-air meeting. 

The Hinshaws reported in their 
book that the Surry Quarterly Meet­
ing was the newest in the N.C. Year-

ly Meeting. It consisted of Meetings 
located in Surry County and also 
around Galax, Va. 

The new Meeting was requested 
by the Yadkin Valley Quarter, which 
asked that it be composed of White 
Plains, Westfield and Mount Airy 
monthly meetings. 

It isn't known when the first West­
field Meeting House was construct­
ed, but a deed for nine acres of land 
"including Westfield Meeting 
House" in 1797 indicated that a 
building went up soon after the estab­
lishment of the meeting. 

A school facility was built near­
by, maintaining a well-known prac­
tice of the Friends and other church 
groups in the area before the advent 

of the public school system. One of 
the teachers in that predecessor to 
Westfield Academy was Ellen Min­
thorne, a sister of the mother of Presi­
dent Herbert Hoover. 

We told you at the onset that the 
history of the Quakers and Surry 
County was closely interwoven. 

If Melva will leave her copy of 
"Carolina Quakers" in our posses­
sion a bit longer, we will report in 
the future on more of the other inter­
esting stories to be found in those pa­
ges. 

Appreciation also goes to Seth 
Hinshaw, who gave permission, 
through Melva, to use his publica­
tion for The News' history page. 
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~orrected Listing Of Historic Sites Continues 
We will continue our corrected 

/isl of historic sites of Surry County 
as listed in a little Bicentennial book­
let of 1975. We had listed Elkin, Dob­
son, Lowgap and vicinity, and the 
Mountain Park-Mitchell's River Val­
ley vicinity, and were down to Pilot 
Mountain and Mount Airy. 

There are many innocent errors in 
the Bicentennial booklet, thought at 
the time to have been correct, but 
which in the twenty years since 
found to have been in error. Many of 
these errors are still being perpetuat­
ed, even in print, in spite of the inten­
sive effort of this writer's and others 
to correct them. Once in print, there 
it stays. 

This writer will not guarantee that 
all sites listed in this series are still 
there, or if the facts given are 
correct. But here goes anyway. 

SECTIONC 
PILOT MOUNTAIN­

WESTFIELD VICINITY 
C-1 Pilot Mountain, mountain. 

From earliest times a Surry county 
landmark. First recorded view made 
by William byrd in 1728 on his sur­
vey of the virginia-Carolina border 
who sa it from a spot in Stokes coun­
ty. Known as Old stonehead, as 
Mount Ararat on the Jefferson-Frye 
map based on survey of 1747, then 
as Pilot mountain by Moavians who 
first called it thus in I 753. First re­
corded owner William shepperd. Ear­
ly Moravians mined flint rock there. 

C-2. Pilot Mountain, Town of. 
Settlers noted in region as early as 

1761. Early iron mines on Tom's 
Creek anr;I on Ararat. Selllement first 
known as Kincannon's Iron Works, 
then as Tom's Creek, then Pilot 
Mountain. Town incorporated in 
1889. 

C-3. Westfield Friends Meeting. 
Originally known as Tom's Creek 
Meeting when founed in "west 
fields" by New Garden Quakers, 
which designation gave the communi­
ty its name. Congregation establish­
ed in 1772, the oldest church organi­
zation in Surry. 

Graveyard known as Tom's Creek 
Graveyard in the center of which 
stood original church. About one 
mile southwest of Westfield on 
#1809-Pilot Mountain-Westfield 
Road. 

C-4. Tom's Creek Primitive 
Baptist Church. Organized before 
I 856. Old graveyard on west front 
yard now obliterated. 1/4 mile west 
on #I 808 on original Cross Creek­
Cape Fear Road. 

C-5. Amos Jackson Homeplace. 
Homeplace of Amos Jackson, early 
settler and Quaker. Built around 
1829. 3110 miles south on #1811. 

C-6. Old Westfield Academy. 
Old academy building which flourish­
ed in lte 1880s and early I 900s. Incor­
porated into the present houe at the 
inersection of #89 and #I 809. 

C-7. Mount Herman Methodist 
Church.Early Methodist church oga­
n i zed around I 829. On #1789, 
Mount Herman Road, Slate Moun­
tain community. 

C-8. Chestnut Ridges. Southern 
Surry County. Somehwere in ridges 
site of Revolutionary War skirmish 
between Patriots and Tories. 

MOUNT AIRY 
AND VICINITY 

C-9. The Hollows. Mount Airy 
and vicinity called "The Hollows" by 
early settlers and Moravians because 
of the basin, or the "hollow" formed 
by Pilot Mountain, Slate Mountain, 
the Chestnut Ridges and the Blue 
Ridges. Important hunting grounds 
by earliest white settlers. Early trad­
ing center at the confluence of the 
Ararat (Rentfrow's Creek), Lovill's 

(Loven' s Creek) and Stewart's 
(Stuart's Creek) creeks became town 
of Mount Airy. Noted on Jefferson­
Frye map based on their survey of 
1747. 

C-10. Mount Airy, Town of. 
Date of beginning before 1747. First 
"business center' of town on Ham­
burg Street where it crosses the Ara-

rat River. Home of high sheriff of 

Surry County, Martin Armstrong, 
and later of merchant-land owner, 
nearby. 

In the 1820s, business center 
moved to present center of town on 
Main Street. Settlement became 
known as Mount Airy, after name of 
plantation given by Thomas Perkins. 

Town became prominent in the 
1820s and '30s after organization of 
stage coach line between Salem and 
Wytheville. 

C-11. Renfro Hill. Probably 
home site of earliest known hunter, a 
Scotsman named Rentfrow, whose 
home must have overlooked his 
creek, Rentfrow's Creek, which was 
the Tarraratt, and later the Ararat Riv­
er. 

Long a traditional social center. 
Location of "ice cream" and "oyster" 
suppers, tent_ meeting&. agd of.the c:n­
tertainment co.mpany, . tn~ Qla,ut~u-
qua. · 

Location of the fabulous summer 
resort inn, the short-lied Renfro Inn, 
built in early 1892 and destroyed by 
fire in the summer of 1895. 

The site of the present art-deco 
granite post office building, for 
which part of the hill was cut down. 

C-12. Brower's Mill site. First 
cotton mill in Surry County started in 
the early 1840s by Jacob Brower. Im­
portant concern until around 1930. 
On site of the early center of Mount 
Airy. 

(More coming later.) 
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WESTFIELD FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, c. 1910. Quaker worship services were held in 
Westfield as early as 1772 under the care of New Garden Quarterly Meeting. The area was 
referred to as "the western field" because it was west of New Garden Friends Meeting at 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Westfield Monthly Meeting of Friends was established 
November 13, 1786. (Courtesy of the Friends Historical Collection at Guilford College in 
Greensboro and Mildred Matthews.) 
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This 'n That About Surry County History 

Quakers At Westfield First To Org 
I.ast week's column was an introduction 

IO the trials and tribulations of writing a 
church hislOry as a prelude IO this writer's 
recitals of her own trials in trying to run 
down the hisrory of the Mount Airy 
Methodists. Object: she hopes to motivate 
some of you to work on your own church 
history. 

Ruth 
Minick 

bers of that community, she has learned, 
have not known that the church was almost 
disbanded in the late 1700s or early 1800s 
when so many of their members moved west 
- a rich subject for research. 

The Morav1ans had sent preachers up 
here to us in The Hollows as early as 1764 
but did not get around to organizing fonnal 
congregations until the 1850s, and these 
churches were in the Orchard Gap commun­
ity of Virginia. 

As a background, the writer briefly 
reviewed the very early Baptist church his­
IOry of Surry, a county chock full of Baptist 
churches. 
. S~e noted that Baptists have been preach­
mg m these parts as early as 1764 - Baptist 
preacher noted in 1766- but that no formal 
Baptist churches were formed until thed 
1780s. 

To the Quakers went the distinction of the 
organization of the first formal congrega­
tion at Westfield, starting their church in 
1772. Unfortunately, the writer does not 
know nearly as much about this Westfield 
organization as she would like. Many mem-

The Mormons had their organization 
going by 1839 at Sheltontown. 

The writer's interest in local Methodists 
was with another organization with early 
beginnings. Its ministers had been preach­
ing up here since the early 1800s certainly, 

ize A Congregation 
and perhaps the late 1700s - traditions to 
that eff~t keep pop{Jing up here and there. 
'f!le earliest Methodist church was down at 
Stloa.m, star~~ ~n the very early 1800s. Up 
h~re ~n our v1cm1ty, t!te earliest formal orga­
mzation was started m Mount Airy in 1833. 
A~other rural church claims 1829, which 
might be correct, but the writer has not had 
acc~s~ to any positive evidence, just 
trad1t1on. 

So .now ~~the writer's personal experi­
ence m wntmg a church history. Having 
been born in Mount Airy of Methodist 
parents s~e had long been interested in 
Mount Airy Methodism. She had always 
known .that there had once been an old 
Methodist church named Lebanon up on 

Lebanon Hill, that hill up on North Main 
Street where stand the water tanks. 

Credible historians do not take anybody's 
word for a fact, and that would include those 
of this writer even if she did assure them that 
she had heard the fact first hand. Which she 
had. 

Some years ag~ <?ne of the local papers 
had asked local mm1sters to submit a short 
hi~t<;>ry of their respective churches. Her 
m1!11ster, in desperation, asked this writer to 
wnte a short sketch for the paper. 

Now she knew nothing about the church 
except that a church named Lebanon had 
been up on Lebanon Hill. But she did know 

(Continued on Page I IA) 
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Pastor 
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"Jesus is tl1e Ligl1tl1ouse" 
Westfield Friends Meeting 

" IN SERVICE FOR JESUS " 
HEARD OVER W . B . I. G . , GREENSBORO 

EACH SATURDAY 1 : 00 TO 1:30 
CONDUCTED BY REV. CLETA BRILES 





Up close and personal 

Cff e:l'sfte:( Cff t[[: 
9?!'eacli in9, A wa'l of SQ.f e 

By Merle Monahan 
Correspondent 

HOLLAND - Hershel Hill, 90, is no 
doubt one of the oldest preachers still work­
ing in this area1 currently preaching two 
Sundays a month, and he shows no signs of 
slowing down. 

What's more? His wife, who is about eight 
months his junior, is by his side every Sun-
~~ . 

"Preaching is our life's work," the minis­
ter said. "I'm sure God will let us know 
when it's time to stop. 

Hill is the pastor at Bethel Friends Meet­
ing just off Sedley Road. While he conducts 
services, his wife, Janetta, plays piano. 
They have worked side-by-side in the 
church their entire married lives. 

Born and raised on a farm in Westfield, 
Indiana, Hill graduated from Cleveland 
Bible College. He smiles when he remem­
bers what led him to become a preacher. 

"I was attending a yearly meeting and one 
morning, while sitting in the choir at 
church, a feeling that I had never had be­
fore, came over me. I had the feeling that 
I should be up in the pulpit. 

"I talked to_my minister and he said, :well, 
we'll see what we can do about getting you 
into Bible College. 

"I prayed to God to give me a sign that 
would confirm my feeling, to show me that 
I should go into the ministry. 

At the time, I was still living on the farm 
and had my own herd of 50 pigs. I just told 
the Lord that if He wanted me to preach, 
He'd have to get rid of those pigs. 

"You know what? The very next day, a 
man came by and bought every single pig I 
had. . 

"Ofcourse, then, I had no doubts," he said 
with a big grin. 

While at college, Hill met fellow student, 
Janetta, and after graduation, the couple 
was married. 

"Janetta has the same education, the 
same qualifications that I have," Hill said, 
so she is also a preacher. 

"The only thing is, she is not recorded as 
a minister of the Quaker Church and be­
cause of this, she cannot perform mar­
riages." 

"But I am quite satisfied in my position as 
a preacher's wife," Janetta said with a 
smile. "This is where I should be." 

The couple has traveled to and lived in 
states from Indiana to North Catrolina and 
Virginia during their 68 years of marriage. 
Hill has pastored nearly a dozen churches, 
including Corinth, Somerton and Bethel, 
and, with his wife, served as a missionary 
for about three years. 

He has been at Bethel for the past four 
years, although he lives closer to Somerton. 

Actually, I had retired a few years back . . . . . . . 

Name: Hershel M. Hill. 

What brought you to this area:? I was 
called to preach at Corinth Friends M~ting in1974. 

Hometown: Westfield, Ind. 

Age: I was 90 last week. 

Nicknames and explanations: None. 

Favorite hobbies: Reading, fishing and chair 
caning. 

Ideal vacation: A week of fishing at Nags 
Head. We have a dear friend who lends us her cot· 
tage every year. 

Pet peeve: People who try to force their reli· 
gion on others. 

First job: When I was in school, my 4-H project 
was raisino a herd of oios. which I had to care for. 



riages." 
"But I am quite satisfied in my position as 

a preacher's wife," Janetta said with a 
smile. "This is where I should be." 

The couple has traveled to and lived in 
states from Indiana to North Catrolina and 
Virginia during their 68 years of marriage. 
Hill has pastored nearly a dozen churches, 
including Corinth, Somerton and Bethel, 
and, with his wife, served as a missionary 
for about three years. 

He has been at Bethel for the past four 
years, although he lives closer to Somerton. 

Actually, I had retired a few years back 
and we had purchased our home here. 
Since we had lived in parsonages all our 
married life, we decided this would be a 
nice place in which to' settle. 

But as it turned out, it was not time for 
Hill to settle down. Sometime in late 1999, 
the Bethel pastor left. Shortly after that, two 
of Hill's friends invited the couple out to 
lunch and prevailed upon Hill to take over 
the Bethel pastorate. 

"I seemed the right thing to do," Hill said 
with a smile. "So here we are." 

The dedicat d pastor said the r.hurch is 
small, so he only has two sermons a month. 
There is plenty to do between sermons, 
however. 

"Janetta and I have always volunteered 
our time to visit patients at the hospitals and 
nursing homes. wherever we've lived," Hill 
said. "We've been going over to the Lake 
Prince Nursing Home for a while now. 

Hill said they've been working with 
Alzheimer's patients recently. "Janetta 
plans little programs that we act out. We 
even dress up. We've done Thanksgiv­
ing, Easter and Christmas. It seems to 
reach a lot of them, although, sadly, there 
are some that are unreachable." 

"It never hurts to try, though. It is heart­
warming to see just a little glimmer of 
recognition on their faces ." 

Again, Hill has no plans to stop preach­
ing. "God will have a hand in that," he said. 
"Right now, Janella and I are as happy as 
we can be." 

Name: Hershel M. Hill. 

What brought you to this area:? I was 
called to preach at Corinth Friends Meeting in1974. 

Hometown: Westfield, Ind. 

Age: I was 90 last week. 

Nicknames and explanations: None. 

Occupation: Minister at Bethel Friends Meet­
ing. 

Marital status: I have been married to Janetta 
for 68 years. 

Children, schools and ages: We have one 
daughter, Elsie Pinkston, 66, of Ft. Pierce, Fla. and 
a son, Robert, 59, ah electrical engineer, who lives 
in Knoxville, TN. Then we have five grandchildren. 

Favorite movie: I don't have one. 

Favorite television show: We watch the 
news most lo the time. 

Magazines you regularly subscribe to: 
Friends Journal, Quaker Life, Reader's Digest and 
Guideposts. 

Favorite author: Elton Trueblood. 

Favorite restaurant: Fred's. 

What do most people not know about 
you: I played trumpet in high school was fortunate 
enough to play with our band at the World's Fair in 
Chicago. 

What is the best thing about yourself: 
I care about people and visit patients in our nursing 
homes as much as possible. 

What is your worst habit? I eat too much. 

Favorite hobbies: Reading, fishing and chair 
caning. 

Ideal vacation: A week of fishing at Nags 
Head. We have a dear friend who lends us her cot· 
tage every year. 

Pet peeve: People who try to force their reli­
gion on others. 

First job: When I was in school, my 4-H project 
was raising a herd of pigs, which I had to care for. 

Worst job: I really haven't had a bad job. 

Favorite sports team: I am not a sports fan. 

Favorite music/musician: Lawrence Welk 
and his band. • 

What is the beat thing about llvine in 
Holland? Our good neighbors. 

·What was the beat time of your life?: 
When ! maJ"ried Janetta 68 years ago. 

Three words that describe you: Compas­
sionate, dedicated and nature-loving. 

One thing yoU: have always wanted: Our 
own home. For years we lived in parsonages, but 
now I'm thankful to say we do own our own home. 

I'd give anything to meet: Philip Gulley. 
-

The one person in history you would 
like to meet: George Fox, who started the first 
Quaker Church in England. 

Behind my back, my friends say: It's 
time for him to slow down. 

What is the quality you moat like in a 
woman?: One who is supportive. 

How would you like to be remem­
bered:? As a good 'Friend.' 
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