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Delighted to send this to you Esther. Most of the article is well researched and 
accurate, though sources are not cited. That is, except for the romantic story of 
Alexander Cleveland of England who was supposed to be an illigitimate royal 
son. I may not have that exactly right, but as far as I know, no one has been able 
to provide even a gesture at proof; but the tale has been hanging around for a 
long time. Also, I have verified the English heritage that he provides for the 
Perkins family. 

Hope you enjoy this as much as I did. And, by the way, Carpinteria is in 
California in case you're wondering as I did. 

Joyce Browning 

From England to Carpinteria: 
350 Years of Westward Migration by Franklin Ancestors 

John W. Hoopes 

The westward migration of the ancestors of several families with roots in Carpinteria
-among them ones with the surnames Franklin, Oglesby, Thurmond, Bailard, Humphries, 
Nicholson, Young, Horton, Spaulding, Cravens, Miller, Dunlap, Quarles, Phelps, 
Walthier, and McKinney--began over 350 years ago with the arrival of Nicholas Perkins 
(1614-1656) to tidewater Virginia on a ship from England. It threads its way inland up 
the rivers of southern Virginia, through tobacco plantations and farmlands, reaching 
Surry County, North Carolina in the late 1700s. There, Gideon Edwards (c. 1750-1810) 
and his bride Ann E. Perkins (1757-1820) built a plantation home near Fisher's River in 
1799. This house was remodeled in the 1830s by their daughter Mildred Perkins and her 
husband, Congressman Meshack Franklin. Several of their children later moved to the 
community of Early Grove, in Marshall Co., Mississippi, a genteel corner of the Old 
South devastated by the Civil War. Their grandchildren, Gideon Edwards Thurmond and 
Columbus B. Franklin--both Confederate veterans--moved with their cousins Jesse D. 
Franklin and Meshach A. Franklin to Carpinteria after the war to start new lives. Their 
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legacy is evident in the several Franklin place names, and they and their many 
descendants have contributed greatly to the prosperity of Santa Barbara County. 
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I've spent the past two years tracing the history of this family, inspired by a 1902 
memoir of the Civil War written by my great-great-grandfather William Meshack 
Abernathy, another grandson of the Franklins and messmate of the Carpinteria cousins. 
If it were not for his careful recollection of names and places, this saga would have been 
far more difficult to discover. I have not been able follow all of the lineages, but those of 
the Perkins, Edwards, and Franklin families are the best documented and the most 
pertinent to the early history of these cousins. My research also led me to the Edwards
Franklin House, located outside of Mt. Airy, North Carolina, which was purchased by the 
Surry County Historical Society in 1974 and has been lovingly restored to excellent 
condition. It stands as a fitting monument to this pioneering family and its distinguished 
history. 

Nicholas Perkins was born in Nottinghamshire, England to Arden Parkyns (b. 22 July 
1582) and his wife Mary. His grandfather was Richard Perkins. In 1640, Nicholas 
married Mary Burton, the daughter of John Burton and Lydia Fry, who themselves had 
been married on March 3, 1605 at St. Saviors, Southward, London, England .. Mary's 
grandparents were Francis Burton, born in 1560 in Newcastle, York and his wife 
Katherine. Mary had been born in Bedfordshire, England. Nicholas and Mary emigrated 
to the American colonies around 1641, settling near Charles City in what is now Henrico 
County, Virginia. Their son, Nicholas Jr. (1647-1711) married Sarah Childers (c. 1665-c. 
1721), daughter of Abraham Childers of Yorkshire, England and his wife Jane Howard. 
Her parents had also emigrated from England to settle in Henrico County. 

Another English ancestor of this period was Robert Coleman (ca. 1620-1680). He 
married Elizabeth Grizzell, the daughter of William Grizzell. She had been born in 
Rappanhannock, Virginia about 1632. Both the Colemans and the Grizzells are names 
recognized among the "FFV" (First Families of Virginia). Robert (also known as Robert 
Coleman ofMobjack Bay) had come to Virginia just a few years prior to Nicholas 
Perkins, arriving about 1638. He had a farm near what is now called Gloucester Point, in 
Gloucester County. The Colemans had several children, some of whose descendants still 
live in southwestern Virginia. Daniel (1662-1722), whose wife's name I do not yet have, 
was a landowner and living in King and Queen County, Va., in 1704. He.was the father 
of another Daniel, who married Patience Eliot. One of their daughters was Grizzell 
Coleman. She married William Edwards, and was the mother of Gideon Edwards. 

To return to the Perkins line, Nicholas and Sarah were the parents of Constantine 
( 1682-1770) who married Ann Pollard, daughter of Stephen Pollard and Ann Hughes, 
also residents of Virginia. Constantine was a successful planter and held several hundred 
acres of prime tobacco land in Goochland and Henrico Counties (Virginia) at the time of 
his death. His will also mentions a number of household slaves who were left to his 
children. It is interesting to note that one of their daughters (Ann) married an Oglesby, a 
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surname that later reappears in Carpinteria. Constantine and Ann's son Hardin Perkins 
(1730-1795) married Sarah Price, daughter of Daniel Price and Sarah Coleman. They 
were the parents of Ann E. Perkins, the wife of Gideon Edwards, and the name "Hardin" 
endured among several descendants as either a first name or middle name. 

*****JB NOTE: Ann Perkins was the older sister ofMaacha (Meckey) Perkins who 
married Jesse Frankin in 1789. 

An early ancestor ofMeshack Franklin was Peter Presley (1615-1655), who married 
Jane Newman. He also emigrated from England to Virginia, where he served as High 
Sheriff of Northumberland County the year prior to his death. He was a contemporary of 
Alexander Cleveland, Sr., born in England ca. 1615 and later a resident of Prince William 
County, Virginia. The Presleys' son Peter, born ca. 1635, later married Elizabeth 
Thompson, the daughter of Richard Thompson and Ursula Bish. Their daughter Mildred 
(1667-1770) married Alexander Cleveland, Jr. (1659-1770), the son of Alexander 
Cleveland, Sr. and Lady Axminster. The Cleveland name is associated with one of the 
decisive events of the American Revolution. Their son John (b. 1714), who married 
Eliz.abeth Coffee, was the father of Benjamin, an officer of the Revolutionary Army who 
led a definitive assault on British forces at King's Mountain, North Carolina (in which 
Jesse Franklin , a relative by marriage, participated). Benjamin's older sister Mary was 
the wife of Bernard Franklin (1731-1828), an early settler of Surry County, North 
Carolina and the father ofMeshack Franklin. Bernard was the son of Lawrence Franklin 
(born ca. 1700) and Mary Payne. He is described as an illiterate tobacco planter, who 
nonetheless prospered. Records indicate that he purchased 200 acres in Spotsylvania 
County in 1722. Five years later, he acquired 350 acres and a house on the south side of 
the Po River. In 1729, he sold the residence and a 100 acre tract to Thomas Salmon for 
4500 pounds of tobacco. Then, in 1735, he received a patent for 400 acres on Blue Run 
in Orange County, Virginia. 

Bernard Franklin was born on May 26, 1731 in Orange Co. Virginia. The Clevelands 
were neighbors in the Blue Run community, and records indicate that he and Mary were 
married when they were each about sixteen years old. In 1762, he bought 60 acres on 
Hardware Branch in Albemarle County and was a "leather breeches maker". Two years 
later, his parents deeded him their estate. In 1 764, he purchased a slave and 245 acres. 
After independence from England was declared in 1776, Bernard and Mary left Virginia 
for Surry Co. North Carolina, where Mary's brother Bernard, had settled on Roaring 
River in 1769. 

At that time, Surry Co. was considered to be in the heart of wheat and tobacco country. 
The quickest route south was along the Great Wagon Road, which followed an old Indian 
trail from Philadelphia to the Yadkin River. Bernard sent his son Jesse and the family's 
slaves to select lands, prepare houses, and secure provisions for the arrival of the entire 
family. Jesse, his military service complete, bought land in the Mitchell River Valley and 
began building of log cabins as temporary homes for several families (Bernard had six 
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other sons and a daughter). On June 4, 1779, the Franklins deeded their 300 acre Orange 
County residence to Richard Payne and shortly afterward, most of the family departed for 
North Carolina. They were accompanied by friends, including the family of John 
Taliaferro. 

The Franklins had been active "rebels" in the war with the British, and were frequently 
threatened by loyalists as the Revolution played out in the Carolina hills. Benjamin 
Cleveland, Mary's brother, was one of the area's prominent rebel patriot leaders and 
served as a colonel, overseeing the hanging of loyalist horse thieves. In autumn of 1780, 
with Jesse Franklin (1760-1823) serving under him, he defeated a loyalist force led by 
Colonel Patrick Ferguson at the Battle of King's Mountain. Jesse is reported to have 
displayed exceptional heroism in riding forward and urging his men up the mountainside 
in the face of enemy fire. In March 1781, he joined General Nathaniel Greene's army at 
Guilford Court House to engage a British force under Lord Cornwallis. Jesse Franklin 
escaped narrowly during a disastrous retreat, but Cornwallis later surrendered on October 
19, 1781. 

By 1782, Bernard Franklin's plantation consisted of 900 acres, six horses and mules, 22 
head of cattle, and nine slaves. The family attended a Baptist church at Mitchell River, 
one of thirteen in northwestern North Carolina that belonged to the Virginia-based 
Strawberry Association. Mary's brother, the Reverend John Cleveland, served as 
moderator at Petty's Meeting House in Surry Co. By 1795, Bernard Franklin's 
landholdings had increased to 1150 acres and by 1800 he had twelve slaves. In the 
1790s, Jesse Franklin served in both houses of the U.S. Congress. He was also elected 
governor of North Carolina. 

Gideon Edwards was born in the early 1750s in Cumberland County, Virginia. He 
and his wife Ann moved to Surry County, North Carolina in the late 1770s, settling 
along Fisher's River on a 550 acre tract. He probably built his first house on this land, 
and until the mid-1780s was engaged in small agriculture and cattle raising. Surry 
County was a remote area of the Blue Ridge foothills, and Gideon and Ann would have 
been like royalty among the local, uneducated, rustic population. They eventually came 
to own over 2000 acres and at least thirty slaves. In 1799, they built a fine plantation 
house on a rocky elevation west of Fisher River, near Skull Camp Mountain and within 
view of the Blue Ridge Mountains. It was a two-story, frame structure, with a hall-and
parlor design and massive chimneys on both ends. Gideon died in September 1810, at 
which time the house passed to his wife. Upon her death, it became the property of their 
daugther Mildred "Milly" and her husband Meshack Franklin. 

Meshack, one of several children of Bernard and Mary Cleveland Franklin, was born 
in Surry County, North Carolina in 1772. One of the "gentry" of a small backcountry 
community of pioneering farmers and tobacco planters, he became active in local politics, 
and was elected a member of the State house of commons in 1800, arriving in Raleigh on 
November 17, 1800 after travelling 170 miles over backcountry roads. In 1801, he 
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owned about 200 acres, given to him by his father. He married "Milly" Edwards on 
January 22, 1802. In 1804, Meshack Franklin's property had increased to 500 acres and 
he was commissioned as a justice-of-the-peace for Surry Co. By 1807, it had increased 
to 600 acres, including a 500 acre tract on Deep Creek. Meshack was elected as a 
Republican to the Tenth through Thirteenth Congresses (March 4, 1807-March 3, 1815). 
Thomas Jefferson was President during his first terms in Washington, followed by James 
Madison. In 1811, he was sworn into office in the 12th Congress by Speaker Henry Clay 
from Kentucky, who became a leader of the "War Hawks". During that summer, he 
stayed at Mr. Stelle's boardinghouse on Pennsylvania A venue. Meshack supported the 
buildup of U.S. defense forces . He was on leave from Congress between April 2 and 
June 4, 1812, arriving back in Washington a day after the House vote to approve John C. 
Calhoun's bill declaring a state of war between the U.S. and Great Britain. Meshack was 
in North Carolina when British troops under General Robert Ross marched into 
Washington and burned the Capitol, the Executive Mansion, and most other public 
buildings. 

After the death of his mother-in-law Anna Edwards in 1820, Meshack Franklin 
became the executor of a large property that he continued to administer until his death in 
1839. He and Milly lived in the house built by her father in 1799, which they extensively 
remodeled in 1823. Stairs and room divisions were rearranged. New paint, plaster, and 
marbleized paneling were added, and a full porch was added to the south side of the 
house. Meshack Franklin had a private library of over one hundred volumes and was 
considered to be the 'only well-educated man in the community', according to Harden E. 
"Skitt'' Taliaferro, who later wrote a collection of humorous stories based on country folk 
of the community. Meshack was one of Surry County's largest property owners until 
his death, with an estate assessed at between $4000 and $5000. The plantation's major 
source of income was from tobacco, but he also operated a distillery with two stills 
producing 1500 gallons of liquor. By 1820, he was the master of over sixty slaves, though 
in later years, his slave ownership diminished to about one dozen fieldhands. Failing to 
gain reelection to the U.S. Congress, Meshack Franklin served in the State senate in 
1828, 1829, and 1838. In 1835, he served as a delegate to the state's .constitutional 
convention and served in the state legislature from 1838 until his death in 1839, when he 
was buried in an unmarked grave in the family cemetery, concealed by a small grove of 
trees near his house. 

Around the time of his father's death, Gideon Edwards Franklin, Meshack and Milly's 
oldest son, moved from North Carolina and settled in the community of Early Grove, 
Marshall County, Mississippi. The move may have been spurred by a desire to leave 
lands exhausted by tobacco to pursue "King Cotton". Three sisters also moved to Early 
Grove: Ann (who married William Wellborn), Sarah (who married Thomas Thurmond), 
Frances (who married David Abernathy), and Martha (who married cousin Hardin 
Franklin). So did his brother Columbus B. Franklin. Together, they formed a "Franklin 
Clan" in this prosperous community of planters. They helped to build two churches, one 
Methodist and the other Episcopalian, together with a local school. In the decade before 
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the Civil War, Marshall County, MS was one of the wealthiest counties in the South, 
renowned for high production of wheat as well as cotton. The Franklin descendants lived 
in attractive homes with tree-lined paths, probably in a setting not far from portrayals of 
the Old South in films like "Gone With the Wind". According to my great-great
grandfather's memoir, "It was an ideal country settlement, surrounded by planters in 
opulent circumstances, owning plantations and slaves, ah of them connected and ah living 
in almost princely style; slaves to work on and black the boys' boots, catch and saddle the 
boys' ponies, attend them everywhere, coming and going at the beck and call of their 
young masters. Their homes retired from the public road, broad verandas, massive 
columns, two-story residences, halls usually going both ways through the building? [one 
was] approached by winding avenues, flanked on each side by poplars a mile in length; 
back of the old home the negro quarters stretched in a long row, well beaten in front, 
where they gathered at night and "Cut the Pigeon Wing" and jumped to the "Double 
Shuffle." 

With the outbreak of the war, however, several ofMeshack's grandsons enlisted in 
Company B, the "Mississippi Rangers" of the 17th Mississippi Infantry, mustered at 
Holly Springs, MS in 1861. Columbus B. Franklin was named Captain and Gideon 
Edward Thurmond was First Lieutenant. My great-great-grandfather's 1902 memoirs 
published privately as Our Mess: Southern Gallantry and Privations in 1977, describe the 
participation of the company in several battles, including Manassas, Leesburg, Seven 
Pines, Savage Station, Fredericksburg, Maryland Heights, Sharpsburg, Gettysburg, and 
Cold Harbor. Of the Franklin cousins who fought, James Franklin was killed at 
Fredericksburg, Jesse D. Franklin was injured at Sharpsburg (and later transferred to the 
18th Mississippi Cavalry), Jesse H. Franklin was injured at Sharpsburg, only to go down 
with more severe injuries in the Wilderness, Meshack "Shack" Franklin was injured at 
Cold Harbor, and Gideon Thurmond lost a hand when a shell exploded on him in the 
trenches at Fredericksburg. William Abernathy was wounded several times, most 
severely at Gettysburg, but he recovered to serve until the end of the war, when his last 
act was as a courier at the headquarters of General Longstreet, when he carried 
Longstreet's last dispatch to General Robert E. Lee and was present at the surrender of 
the Confederate Army to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox, Virginia in 1865. 

After the war, the Franklin descendants left Mississippi to seek their fortunes 
elsewhere. Abernathy and his brothers moved to McKinney, Texas, where they founded 
a law office which is today one of the oldest in the state. Four cousins, all descendants of 
Gideon Edwards and Meshack Franklin, moved to Carpinteria in the 1870s, where they 
met California girls and the rest is Santa Barbara history. Gideon Edwards Thurmond 
was the son of Sarah Hardin Franklin (1811-1857) and Thomas Thurmond (c. 1811-
1857), Jesse D. Franklin was the son of Gideon Edwards Franklin (1803-1867) and Ann 
M. Hughes (c. 1814-?), and Meshach A. Franklin and Columbus B. Franklin were sons of 
Columbus B. Franklin, Sr. (1806-1866) and Ann Amelia Gwyn (1821-1859). (They were 
all in their 20s and their parents deceased when they moved west to California .. ) Gideon 
Thurmond (who was later superintendant of the Santa Barbara schools for 24 years) 
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married Ellen Dickenson, Columbus B. Franklin (one of the founders of the Carpinteria 
Lemon Association) married Theresa Elizabeth Bailard, Jesse D. Franklin (who became 
minister of the Methodist Church in Carpenteria) married Belle Oglesby, and Meshach A. 
Franklin married Nancy Dickenson. (For information about their descendants, see The 
Grapevine, Newsletter of the Carpinteria Vally Historical Society for July-August and 
September-October 1995.) 

The Edwards-Franklin House, an ancestral homestead for two generations is 
maintained by the Surry County Historical Society. It is open to visitors from 1:00 to 
5:00 pm on the first weekend of each month, April through September. Visits can also be 
arranged by contacting Cama Merritt, 832 East Country Club Road, Mt. Airy, NC 
27030. She can be reached via email at Rmerritt@infoave.net. 

Internal Virus Database is out-of-date. 
Checked by AVG Free Edition. 
Version: 7.1.375 /Virus Database: 268.2.01276 - Release Date: 31712006 
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Remembering The First Sight Of The Statue 
0.f Liberty Still Brings Tear-Filled Eyes 

By JODI SMITH 
News Staff Writer 

While millions of Americans are making 
plans for celebrating our country's 210th 
birthday this July 4, national focus will be 
on the Big Apple, or more specifically 
"Lady Liberty." New York is gearing up for 
a four-day bash to celebrate the centennial 
and rededication of the Statue of Liberty, 
July~. 

Among the patrons at the Liberty 
Celebration will be "Lib" Perkins, of 
Mount Airy. For Lib, the commemoration 
will be more than an extended weekend of 
festivities and celebration. As with many 
American immigrants, the Statue of Liber
ty is the first symbol of hope and fTeedom 
Lib remembers aft.er leaving her Czecho
slovakian homeland for the ''land of 
opportunity." 

And, also like many of her fellow settlers 
from war-tom countries, that freedom is 
per chance sweeter because it did not 
come easily. Tears fill her eyes as she 
remembers her first glimpse of The Lady 
in New York Harbor as her ship pulled in 
from France in October 1923. 

"My family all knows how I feel about 
the Statue of Liberty," she said in an 
interview Thursday. "It was really an 
awesome sight because we were in the 
ocean and it was all we could see. We 
couldn't see land yet It was sort of floating 
out there welcoming us." 

"I don't know, it just chokes me up to 
think of it I have such a deep, deep feeling 
about it I really think of this as 'God's 
Country.' I think it is part of God's plan, 
and we are the only truly free nation in the 
whole world." 

Lib believes the Statue of Liberty and 
the American flag still symbolize the "land 
of opportunity" for immigrants today. ·"I 
think those who've grown up with freedom 
in America are not as fully aware of what 
freedom is as those who didn't They don't 
see it in the same light I'm not saying that's 
bad or anyone's fault But our way oflife is 
so set We haven't known anything but 
freedom." 

Coming To America 

Five-year-0ld Elizabeth Catherine "Lib" 

Czechoslovakian immigrant Eli7.abeth ''Lib" Perkins holds the American flag she 
calls her ''pride and joy." 

Birkner caught her first glimpse of the 
Statue of Liberty from the deck of the 
Mauretania as she, her mother Anna, older 
sister Mary and younger brother John 
sailed into New York Harbor from Czecho
slovakia to meet her father in 1923. Frank 
Birkner had come to America two years 
before to work in the world's largest 
open-faced granite quarry, in Mount Airy. 
After saving up enough money he sent for 
his family. 

Known as the "Master Carver." Lib, now 

68, describes her father, a stone sculptor, 
as "fiercely patriotic, who left his heritage 
in stone." For his new land, Birkner 
carved the Wright Memorial piece by 
piece for Kitty Hawk He carved 19 
20-foot-high bison heads on arches of the 
Arlington Memorial Bridge in Virginia; 
30-foot high Indian sculptures, two on 
either side of the Mason-Dixon line facing 
north and south; and even the stone 

(Continued on Page 21A) 
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Lib Perkins 
j 

(Continued from Page lW 

I engrav-
i'W that appears today on the 
exterior of the Mount Airy Post 
Olnce, all by hand. 

!"Immigrants at that time had a 
l<f of determination, they worked 
very hard and were strong.willed, 
sttOng-minded and deeply reli
gi;ous. Our hardships aren't 
ar>ything compared to wartime, and 
tliey had a longing and yearning for 
treedom we don't have," explained 
tlie petite, white-haired, even
te;npered nurse. She is the last of 
h~r family who immigrated. 

!Birkner was involved in World 

~
r I in Czechoslovakia (known as 
stria-Hungary until 1918), during 
ich the counby lost its indepen

d.11nce to Russia and became a 
cqmmunist state. He spent two 
ytjars as a prisoner of war in an 
u1uan prison. 

~
'There were signs all over 

C echoslovakia saying all able
ied men over 18 had to report 

a~ soldiers. My parents were 
m~rried with Mary at the time, and 
M ther waited for every train to 
c e in while Father was in 
p~·son, to see if he would come 
h me, and he fina. lly did," Lib said. 

he recalls hearing gunfire over 
th Carpathian Mountains and her 
m ther burying all their belongings 
in~a big green trunk to evacuate 
a return. Lib also remembers 
ra ioning food here in World War 
II, where there was always enough, 
as1well as rationing there in World 
W r I, where there was rarely 
e gh. 

1' fter the war, the Russians took 
ov , and Father began to corres

d with his uncle in Greensboro, 

a building contractor who used 
stone from the Mount Airy quarl)I. 
He asked Father to come and work 
with him,'' Lib explained, adding 
that the move was harder on her 
mother, who spoke and wrote no 
English, as the rest of them did, and 
had three small children and no 
car. 

"She cried a lot and was home
sick at first," said her daughter, 
adding that she did beautiful need
lepoint and loved to cook ''I still 
have her recipe for Hungarian 
goulash and noodles, and 'Mom's 
Bread.'" 

Before arriving in America, the 
Birkners, like most immigrants of 
that time, including Bob Hope, had 
to stop on Ellis Island for testing, 
vaccination and clearance before 
entering the United States. 

Although she was only 5 upon 
arrival, Lib was allowed to attend 
first-grade at North Main School 
here soon after in order to learn to 
speak English promptly. Her sister, 
then 10, was placed in the fourth
grade, while brother John was still 
only3. 

''We were sort of a curiosity at 
school, an oddity you might say, 
because we were from a different 
counby,'' said the grandmother of 
nine. "But that uniqueness made 
us more popular in later years, and 
I have kept up with a number of 
tnends from that first-grade." 

Although communist control in 
Czechoslovakia was not as tight as 
it is today, Lib believes her family, 
devout catholics, would have come 
to America even if it had been. 

Lib says she has never had any 
i;eal desire to visit her native 

e-year--0ld ''Lib" Birkner Perkins (center) poses for a portrait 
sister Mary, mother Anna and brother John, at their 

hoslovakian home just before joining her father in America in 

counby although she would if the 
opportunity arose. 

"My mother bied to visit my 
grandmother once after World War 
II, and when she got there, they 
denied her enby. So my grand
mother came to stay in America for 
three years. She liked it here, but 
her home was there, so she went 
back When she got there, the 
Russians had confiscated all her 
belonging.,. We never saw her 
again. Mother tried to send her a 
package of clothes once after the 
war, but they returned it saying it 
was not needed. We gave it to the 
Salvation Anny." 

Russian officials told Anna Birk
ner she could enter her homeland 
"at her own risk," because her son 
John was a colonel with the U.S. 
Armystationedinltalyandfighting 
in the battle of Anzio. 

"John was wounded in that 
battle, and Macy's husband, Cletus 
Dougherty, was . there, too, and 
thought John was dead But out of 
all those people, he found John in 
the hospital," Lib recalled 

John married an Italian woman, 
Licia Gori, but separated from her 
when he was stationed in Texas 
after the war. A football coach at 
Texas A&M, John remarried and 
had four children. 

Frank Birkner became an 
American citizen soon after his 
arrival, and at that time the law 
mandated that his children were 
automatically made citizens along 
with him. His wife became one not 
long after. The two had four more 
children after arriving in the states, 
three boys and a girl. 

Paul, the youngest, was a drafter 
for the Winston-8alem City/County 
Planning Board for 25 years and is 
now retired Andrew is a retired 
engineer for the state Highway 
Department Vincent is a chemical 
engineer, and Theresa (Mrs. Walter 
Lovill) lives in Denver, Colo. 

''We have always stressed educa
tion and patriotism to our children 
and grandchildren," said Lib, "and 
we have tried to keep our heritage 
alive by talking about it at home. 
That's how I learned from my 
parents, and it's something I feel 
should not be lost It made me 
proud to see everyone stand up at 
the Air Force concert the Arts 
Council sponsored (in January) 
when they played 'Stars and 
Stripes Forever.' I think patriotism 
is coming back" 

Lib and husband Robert I. 
Perkins, a native of Mount Airy and 
a descendent of Thomas Perkins of 
the original Mount Airy plantation, 
had four children of their own. She, 
daugl\ter Mary Parker and her two 
children, who live together at 127 
Byerly St, will stay with another 
son e nd daughter, R1,1_~1t an!l 
Theresa, who live in Brunswick, 
N.J., on their visit nel(t week 

Amidst all the gaiety and regalia, 
there will be at least one American 
citizen from Mount Airy who has 
seen and deeply appreciated 63 
years of freedom since the Liberty 
torch first beckoned her inti> her 
new home. 
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Young Elizabeth Perkins (ft"ont center, right) stopped on Ellis Island for testing and vaccinations 
befure entering America with sister Mary (L-enter leftl. Her mother holds brother John on her lap at 
far right. 
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WILL OF THOMAS PERKINS 

In the name of God amen, I, THOMAS PERKINS of Surry County and state of North Carolina being weak 
and low of body but of perfect mind and memory (Bless be God) and calling to mind the mortality of my body 
and knowing it is appointed of all men once to die do make and ordain this my last will and testament. To 
wit I comnend my soul to God who gave it and my body to the earth from whence it came. To be buried in a 
d~cent and Christian like manner and as such worldly estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me I give 
and bequeath in the following manner. 

Viz: To my dearly beloved wife LUCY PERKINS I give and bequeth during her natural life of widowhood 
my present dwel I ing hourse by name H_o_uri~ Ajr_y with al 1 the lands adjoining it together with al I my household 
furniture and perishable estate subject to such other bequests limitations and conditions as I shall be 
herein after profess and first_?_ the profits and increase, arriving there from to _1_ to support my 
family and educate my children and so they become of lawful age or marry. Hy will is that they shall share 
such a proportionable share of my personal estate of my executors herein after mentioned may think necessary 
to their mutual advantage having due regard to the personal convenience of my said wife LUCY. In addition 
to the above my will is I give and bequeth to my wife LUCY PERKINS her heirs and assigns forever one negro 
boy named Nero and one foather bed and furniture. To my son CONSTANTINE WHITED PERKINS his heirs and assigns 
for ever I give and bequeath one negro boy named ISAAC o 1 dest chi 1 d of negro DINAH. To her heirs and assigns 
forever to my daughter NANCY I give and bequeath one negro girl named SALLY the third child of negro ANNE 
to her heirs and offspring forever. To my daughter AMY ROBERTSON MASSEY, I give and bequeath one negro boy 
named AMERICA to her heirs and assigns forever and further I give and bequeath to my said son PETER PEOPLES 
PERKINS I give and bequeath one negro girl named MARIA to him and his assigns forever and further I give and 
bequeath to my said son PETER PEOPLES PERKINS all that tract of land I bought of BENJAMIN HUMPHRIES south 
of a point beginningin the main pub! ic road at the junction of that and the mil 1 road with the mil 1 road to 
the Araratt River and then down the river to the mouth of Forkner's Creek, then up the creek to the most 
eastern boundary of s~id tract of land, also the tract of land I own on Seed Cane Creek convey me by 

FREDERICK BASS but said land and the profits arriving thereof from to be retained in common stock of my 
estate not especiall disposed of unLil he shall marry or arrive at the age of twenty one years. But in case 
of his death before he arr iv es at the age of twenty one years or di es before that age with out issue my wi 11 
is that at the final division of my personal estate the negro and land so bequeathed be sold on a credit of 
twelve months and the proceeds of said sale to be equally divided between all children and my will further 
is that my lands in the waters of Flat Shoals known by the name of War Hill be sold by my executors on a 
credit of twelve months and the proceeds of said sale to be equally divided between all my daughters. To 
my son, CONSTANTINE WHITED PERKINS I give and bequeath all my lands including the seat whereon I now live 
ca 11 ed and known by the name of r:1_o_g_n_t ]._iu_ and genera 11 y and espec i a 11 y a 11 the 1 ands I now own except the 
part bequeathed to my son PETER PEOPLES PERKINS and the War Hill tract. To him and his heirs and assigns 
forever subject nevertheless to the following limitations and restrictions. Viz. On his arriving at the 
age of twenty one years he may take possess ion of a 11 that part of said tract that 1 ies east of the ma in road 
from the mi 11 road fo 1 lowing the ma in road towards Wards Gap as far as my land extends north except the mi 11 

meadows and the field southeast of the mill now under cultivation with liberty for him to take timber of any 
of said Mount Airy land for building or repairs and the residue of said Mount Airy land with the appurtances 
of my will is further that my said son CONSTANTINE WHITED PERKltis take full complete and immediate possession 
of on the death or marriage of said wife LUCY PERKINS as the case may be. My will further is that all my 
lawful debts (there being but few) be immediately paid by my executors to wit which the money or debts 
increase and the money I may have one hand is especially aopropriate and to come out of that fund. Such 
other work to be done to my new building as they shall deem expedient for the preservation paying in regard 
to its construction and the residue of my estate not already herein expecially disposed of. I will and 
dispose of in the following manner to my son CONSTANTINE WHITED PERKINS, PETER PEOPLES PERKINS, my daughter 
AMY ROBERTSON HASSEY, POLLY WHITED BUCKLEY, BETSY PERKINS and NANCY PERKINS that they share and share one 
third to my sons and two thirds to my daughters by me executors by disposing of a part or whole at any time 
previous to the time of the arrival at lawful aoe of my youngest child as in their descretion shall be most 
conducive to their respected benefits . Host finally I do hereby constitute and appoint my trusty and beloved 
friend JESSE FRANKLIN, HICAJAH OGLESBY, and JONATHAN UNTHANK executors. This my last will and testament 
hereby revoking all other former wills. 

In testamony whereof I have here unto set my hand and seal this seventeenth day of April in the year 

-l- I 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-u 



of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixteen signed and published and pronounced in the presence of 
us who saw each other sign the same. 

THO. E. WORD 
JAMES ROBERTS 
W. SLADE 

THOS. PERKINS 

state of North Carolina Surry County May 1819 JAMES ROBERTS one of the subscribing witnesses to the 
foregoing 1 ast w i 11 and testament of THOMAS PERK I NS _?_made oath in open court that ~e saw the said. THOMAS 

PERKINS sign publish and_?_ the same t_?_ and memory that he did it freely and without compulsion and 
that he saw THOMAS A. WORD and WILLIAM SLADE sign the 

Submitted by Ruth Minick 

*********************************************************************** 
MADISON/JONES/WALKER/MCDANIEL/ETC. FAMILIES 

Compiling both male and female lines of the descendants of George Madison (Mattison/Madderson etc.) 
(ca . 1750-ca. I 825) who entered JOO acres of land on Rocky Creek in Rowan now Iredell Countv. North Carolina. 
in I 784 near Grassy Knob Church . He and his four identified children lived in what is now New Hope Township 
in the northwest corner of Iredell Coun..!): bordering on Wilkes and Yadkin Counties in North Carolina. 

Information on descendants is indted to be included in a genealogical compilation that will be aYailable 
in a limited printing planned for the spring of 199.t . Some known children and descendants arc : 

I . Ellender (Elon/ Eleanor?) Madison {Mattison} (ca . 1771-ca. I 855) in Rowan. now Iredell Co .. N.C. 
She married Joseph Fl'iend (ca 1771-ca. 1843) in _$_urrr_ now Yadkin Co .. N.C. , 2 May 1803. They migrated to 
Cumberland Co . .KcntuckY. then to Bro\\ n. Schm lcr and Washington Counties. Illinois. 

2. Gilliam Madison (ca I 775-1834) nwrricd Fanny McDaniel, daughter of Henry McDaniel. probably 
in Iredell Co .. N. C. (Early marriage records were destroyed by fire .) Six of their nine known children had 
migrated to east-central Indiana by late I 837. They moved with other families (Windsor, McDaniel, Walker, 
Jones, Johnson. etc.) from the , ·icinity of the corner of what is now Yadkin County (Buck Shoals Township). 
North Carolina. that borders on Iredell and Wilkes Counties. N.C., to Preble Co. Ohio, and to Rush Henry and 
Hancock Counties .. Indiana. They were Nancy (Rausie) Madison (ca . 1794-1865), who married in N.C. William 
(Billy) Jones, son of "Captain" John H. Jones (died in Preble Co .. Ohio in 1865). She died in Pike Township. 
Marion Co., Indiana. A large number of Jones descendants from this group lived in Boone Countv. Indiana by 
1900. Elizabeth (Bet~· ) Madison ( l 80.t-1882). ·.1 ho married another William Jones (ca . l!SUb-ca . 1870), in N.C. . 
probably related to Nancy's husband. She died in Henry Co .. Indiana; Reuben Madison (1810-1888). \\·ho married 
Melissa Fletcher; Charles Madison (ca . 1817-1875). who migrated to Indiana. then to Polk Co. Iowa. and died in 
Bethany. Harrison Co .. Missouri : Henry Madison (ca I 8 I 8-ca. 1850?). who probably died in Indiana: and William 
A. Madison ( 1821-1912) who died in Henry Co .. Indiana. The three children who did not migrate to the 
mid-west were John Braxton Madison (1808-1899) . who married Rebecca Felts. and Sallie Perkins. and had 19 
children. He died in Buck Shoals Township. Yadkin Co. N. C. SeYeral of his children and families also mo\'ed to 
Indiana. Lewis Franklin Madison ( 1821- '1) . who married Mary Buchan. and Margaret Templeton. and li\'cd in 
the Union Gro\'C area of Iredell Co .. N. C.. and Luci Ann Madison (ca .1826-aflcr 1870), who married Elbert 
Dfnn)· and mo,·cd to Ashe Co .. North C3rolina. 

J. Charles Madison (ca .1776-1850) who migrated about 1827 to Preble Co:. Ohio, and died in 1850 in 
Marion Co .. Indiana. llis children <prcad to Polk Co .. Iowa, Nebraska Missouri and other aieas west. with one 
branch staying in Henn· Countv, Indiana. 

4. John Madison (b.ca . 1778?) This son has not yet been found . It is bclie\'ed that he may ha\'e gone to 
Illinois" ith his wife" ho could ha,·c come from the l\1ussgnug (Anglicized name is Moose) family of Iredell Co .. 
N .C . .A.nyone dcs!rir.g to ~cn:rib!~!c to thi s campib:i::m plc:t: (" com~!~tmi~a!:: ·••~th: 

Gerald W. Cook . Post Omcc Box 32 . Fancy Gap. VA 24328 (703) 728-3777 
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OODY 
F U N E R A L SERV I CE S 

Betty Jean Perkins Ca min : May 29, 2007 

Mrs. Betty Jean Perkins Camin age 76 of 1904 North Main Street, Mount Airy, wife of Edwin Arthur 
Camin, passed away on Tuesday, May 29, 2007 at Surry Community Nursing Center. Mrs. Camin was 
born in Hot Springs, MT to the late Warren Perkins and Pearl Borders Perkins, grew up in Spokane, WA, 
lived in Topeka and Salina KS, Owego, NY, Raleigh and Mount Airy. She was a member of Central 
Methodist Church, retired professional Genealogist with nine copyrighted books, a member of the Surry 
County Genealogy Association, North Carolina Friends of Archives, Mount Airy Historical Society, Mount 
Airy Museum, past Secretary and Treasurer of Mount Airy Kiwanis Club, member of North Carolina 
Genealogy Association, Virginia Genealogy Association, New England Genealogy Association, North 
Carolina Friends of the Library, Lowgap Wildlife Club, Mayberry Good Sams and past president of 
Owego, NY Jaycees. She taught several Genealogy courses, taught bowing to the blind, traveled seven 
countries in Europe and her past hobbies were collecting owls and green depression glass, bowling and 
camping . Surviving are her husband, Edwin Arthur Camin of fifty five years; three sons, George Warren 
"Corky" and wife Judy, David Edwin Camin and Robert Warren Camin and wife Donna; one 
granddaughter, Kathy; three grandsons, Jason, Andrew and Christopher; one great-grandchild, Nikkita 
and two sisters, Barbra Perkins Orren of Spokane and Shirley Perkins Corder of Murray, ID. A memorial 
service will be held on Friday June 1, 2007 at 3:30 PM at Moody Funeral Home Chapel. The service will 
be conducted by Rev. Dennis W. "Bud" Cameron. The family will receive friends at Moody Funeral Home 
on Thursday night from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Surry Arts 
Council 218 Rockford Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 . 
Online condolences may be made at www.moodyfuneralservices.com. 

http://www.moodyfuneralservices.com/print.php?op=print&id=791 5/31107 
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Verl·n·ns · 
Provided by Cox-Needham Funeral Home 

Beulah Grey (Marion) 
Perkins 
June 1, 1925 - December 5, 2019 (age 94) 

Services 

VISITATION 
Monday 

December 9, 2019 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
Tuesday 

December 10, 2019 

11:00AM 

INTERMENT 
Tuesday 

December 10, 2019 

11 :54 AM 

Whitakers Chapel United 

Methodist Church 

Pilot Mountain, North 

Carolina 

Mrs. Beulah Grey Marion Perkins of Pilot Mountain, N.C., passed 

away on Thursday, December 5, 2019 at Ashton Health and 

Rehabilitation after a long and blessed life. Mrs. Perkins was born 

on June 1, 1925 in Shoals, NC to the late Newton Claud Marion and 

Ella Viola Hardy Marion. She grew up in Shoals, part of a close-knit 

household and community centered around family, church and 

school. She graduated from Shoals High School and attended 

Fairview Methodist Church , two places where she found her calling 

as an educator and church leader. Mrs. Perkins started teaching 

school immediately after high school graduation due to a teacher 

shortage during the war years. After the war, she left the family 

farm to earn a teaching degree at Appalachian State Teachers 

College, a courageous move for someone who had never been out 

of Shoals. Graduating from Appalachian in 1949, Mrs. Perkins 

started her 37 year career in the Surry County School System at 

Copeland Elementary. She taught and touched the lives of many 

Eighth Graders before moving onto the next step in her career. 

Commuting from Copeland to Greensboro at night, she earned her 

Masters Degree in Guidance at UNC-G, and Mrs. Perkins was hired 

as the guidance counselor at East Surry in 1965. For the next 22 

years, she took an active interest in the future of every student at 

East Surry, helping many to attend college when that career path 

appeared impossible. Mrs. Perkins uncovered scholarships, 

obtained financial aid and swayed many college admissions 

directors on behalf of East Surry students. She also managed the 

consolidation of students from the segregated high schools in the 

district, a significant moment in the 20th Century. Mrs. Perkins loved 

education and identified as an educator until the very end , sharing 

her experiences enthusiastically. Her love of education was best 

exemplified by the 48 years of commitment and service to the Alpha 

Theta Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma International Teachers 

Society. Mrs. Perkins was preceded in death by the love of her life, 

Mr. Carroll Lee Perkins. Married in 1948, they shared 63 wonderful 

years as parents, educators and church leaders. The couple loved 

Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church where Mrs. Perkins 

served in many capacities including choir member, Sunday School 

Superintendent, Sunday School teacher, United Methodist Women 

President and accredited Lay Speaker for the United Methodist 

Church. After retirement, they used their love of travel to reach 

12/16/2019, 11:17 AM 
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beyond US borders as participants on missionary work teams to 

impoverished areas in Latin America. Mrs. Perkins was known for 

her work in education and community service , but she may be best 

known as the "Green Bean Queen" because of her love of 

gardening. She was a prolific lifelong gardener and often snickered 

about her love of feeling the dirt between her toes and fingers. Mrs. 

Beulah Grey Marion Perkins was loved and respected by students, 

peers, family and friends. She will be sorely missed by all , but the 

fond memories will remain . She is survived by four children: Carroll 

G. Perkins of Oviedo, FL, Brent L. Perkins of Sunset Beach, NC, 

Susan E. Perkins of Burlington, NC and Mark A. Perkins of 

Winston-Salem, NC; four grandchildren: Brian , Leigh Ann , Chris 

and Lance; two great-grandchildren: Isabella and Abigail ; one sister, 

Hazel Tucker and one brother, Wilbur Marion (Sue); and one 

brother-in-law, Robert "Bob" Perkins (Shirley) and many special 

nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband of 

62 years Carroll Lee Perkins; her parents, Newton Claud and Ella 

Viola Hardy Marion; two brothers, Claude Burton Marion and infant 

Tony Marion; one sister, Nancy Marion Dezern and many dear 

sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law. The family will receive visitors at 

the Cox-Needham Funeral Home on Monday, December 9th , 2019 

from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, 

December 10th, 2019 at 11 :00 AM at Whitakers Chapel United 

Methodist Church , Pilot Mountain, NC with the Reverend Sue Anne 

Morris and the Reverend Joseph Fulk Ill presiding over the service. 

Interment will be held at the church cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 

memorials may be made to the Carroll L. Perkins and Beulah M. 

Perkins Scholarship fund at Surry Community College, c/o Marion 

Venable, 620 South Main Street, Dobson, NC 27017 or to 

Whitaker's Chapel United Methodist Church , c/o Spencer Flinchum, 

654 Whitaker's Church Road , Pilot Mountain, NC 27041. Cox

Needham Funeral Home of Pilot Mountain (www.coxneedham.com, 

www.facebook.com/coxneedham is respectfully serving the Perkins 

family.) 

12/16/2019, 11:17 AM 


	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (2)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (3)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (4)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (5)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (6)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (7)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (8)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (9)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (10)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (11)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (12)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (13)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (14)
	Sur_Perkins Family file_i0001_lib (15)

