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THE GENEALOGICAL HISTORY OF THE 

LAWRENCE FAMILIFB 

JOHN GRJUiAM LAWRENCE 

INTRODUCTION 

It is 'With pleasure and regret that I close the LAWRENCE Hh-.tc~.>-:, 
as far as I have researched. I wish to thank the many relatives 
for information f'u.rnished me. A note of sadness creeps into 
genealogy when one realizes that our ancestors knew and loved each 
other so dearly, as we do our inunediate family, and only a few 
years separate a family. I only hope that you will get the thrill, 
when reading the past, that my wife Hazel and I experienced when 
finding a bit of information. 

The love for rrry ancestors was instilled into me as a child by the 
many references made by my father and mother. I was too young to 
remember all they told me. I am thankful I recorded the memories 
of my mother in later years, which have been of great assistance 
in compiling this LAWRENCE History. · 

My wife Hazel and I have made several trips to various counties 
and state offices in V:i.rginia, North Carolina and Washington, D. c. 
to search court records, county M.stories and to contact relatives 
along the. route the Lawrences settled, as follows: Isle of Wight 
County, '; 0 

_ and Nancemond, Brunswick, Mecklenburg, Lunenb'.!I'g, 
Halifax, ~c..ttsylvania, Henry, Patric!:, Stokes and Surry Counties, 
N. C. The U. S. Census records in Virginia and North Carolina, 
and also at the National Archives in Washington, D. C. have been 
reviewed back through 1880, from 1820. Errors no doubt have crept 
in. In some instances dates did not agree, but I have tried to 
ci.te infornation as authentic as possible. 

The ages shown in the U. s. Census records are not always accurate, 
as some one in the home who gave the information to the census taker 
could have made an error in some cases. Marriage dates sometimes 
differ; also, the ages of the bride and groom. 
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records of the Library of Congress CS 71.142 1858 Lawrence 
Genealogy sho'W the name Lawrence "variously spelt". 11Laurentius 11 

is the form in which it was found as first given to men. First 
instance of an individual to whom the name Lawrence belonged was 
a monk, a ROMAN, "1ho came over from Italy to Britain in company 
with Austin and others. When Austin died, Lawrence 'Was appointed 
to succeed hirn as Archbishop of the See of Canterbury. He was 
buried in the Monastery of St. Austins, A. D. 916. 

The legend on a .Lawrence family coat of arms, copy enclosed, 
states that this "old English name is derived from the ROMAN name, 
1'LAURENTTIJS' •11 

Robert Lawrence of Lancashire, England, is the first individual to 
be considered the- ancestor of the Lavrences of England. He -was 
born around A. D. 1150. He accompanied Richard Coeuer de Lion on 
crusades in the Holy Land and distinguished himself in the Siege of 
Acre. Consequently, he was knighted Sir Robert of Ashton Hall, and 
obtained for his arms "ARGENT, A CROSS RAGULY GULES, A. D. 119111 • 

A descendant, John Lawrence of County Suffolk, England, vas born in 
1609 in England and settled in Waterto'Wn, Massachusetts in 1630. 
There were other early La\Irence settlers in Nev England in addition 
to John La·wrence; some listed below:· 

Henry I, King of France, married Anne of Russia, and was the 
ancestor of several Lawrences; citing one in particular, THOMAS 
LAWRENCE (reference 11Your Family Tree" -Jordan and Kimball). 
Thomas Lawrence of St. Alban::;, England, was baptized February 2, 
1588/9 at St. Albans, Hertfordshire; died there March 20, 1624/5; 
married October 23, 1609 to Joan Antrobus, daughter of Walter and 
Joan Antrobus of St. Albans. They had seve~ children. She married 
the second time i.Tl 1627 to John Tuthill or Tuttell; born 1592, died 
December 3, 1656. They came to Upswich, Massachu,.~etts on the ship 
"Planter" in 1635. The son, Capt. William Lawrence, was baptized 
at St. Albans, July 22, 1622, and settled.at Flushing, Long Island. 
Capt. James Lawrence (1781-1813) was a descendant of Capt. William 
~wrence, whose last \!ords were "DON'T GIVE UP THE SHIP," as he 
died aboard the Chesapeake. Sons Thomas and John were of Long 
Island. John was Mayor of New York City in 1672. The descendants 
held importan~positions in New York State and the U. S. Federal 
Government. -/ 

The original Lawrences who settled in New England in the early 
1630's are not the ones who originally settled in Virginia. This 
I feel sure was due to similarity in dates, which you will note in 
later chapters. The ancestors of both in England could have been 
the same in many instances. 
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The name in the records in the new world has been spelled in various 
~ays--Lawrence, Laurence , Larrance, Larance, etc. This is con
sidered a misspelling of the English origin, "LAWRENCE", by various 
recorders. 

The Archives of Raleigh, North Carolina contain notes by Winslow 
of Perquimans County, North Carolina, that the Lawrence family 
came from Nancemond County, Virginia, about 1680/85, where one 
John Lawrence was living very early according to records of Isle 
of Wight County, Virginia. He married Elizabeth Ad~dnson 8, 12 md, 
1653 {records of Boston). 

It appears that the Lawrences migrated from the counties in Virginia 
around or near Norfolk, that is, Nancemond, the Isle of Wight and 
others, to Brunsvick County, which was formed from Isle of Wight in 
1732~ The follo\rl.ng counties were originally part of Brunswick: 

Lunenburg 
Bedford 
Charlotte 
Mecldenburg 
Campbell 

formed 1746 
n 1754 
n 1765 
n 1765 
n 1782. 

Franklin 
Halifax 
Pittsylvania 
Henry 
Patrick 

formed 1791 
n 175Z. 
"' 1767 
n 1777 
n 1791 

The first U. S. Census vas taken in 1790. The U. S. Census for the 
years 1850, 1870 and 1880 shoved names, sex and age of individuals 
in the family, if census was taken. These ages Yi.11 not agree in 
all instances vith the individual family records. The U. s. Census 
for the years 1820, 1830 arid 1840 showed ONLY the name of the male 
head of the family; the number of males and females between certain 
ages. Due to the same head of the house's name appearing on 
different lists of census of the same year and no family name, in 
most instances the head of the house cannot be id~ptified, or 
associated vith any family by his name. The lack of iaentity 
applies to other records, such a.s births, deaths, marriages, -wills, 
deeds, purchase of pro1>3rty, etc. 

The ancestors of all of us were -willing to ~fer hardships for 
religious freedom. 

If in the f'uture it is determined that we are descendants of Thomas 
and Joan Antrobus Lawrence who landed at Upswich, Massachusetts on 
the ship "Planter" in 1635, then our ancestor \Jas Henry I, King of 
France; therefore we are descendants of ROYALTY. 

Affectionately, 

~.,-<' /"7 -'-' . • / · 

,.........., - :.---:r - . ~-x::z :::,. ·?-'- -· .%: ~ --, 

· John Graham Lawrence 
APRIL 1, 1975 
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CiL\PTER I 

In the Arc?--.ivc::: of Rich:?:nnj, V.i.:-r:i::1i2 "'..!-ie !"ccorcls 01' the 
C~\1'nlic~·:: and fi ·Jr:~ors ;~t;str·a..c:C: r. ~ ... ~ : .:.r r· in:i.::.. Ll!.n~ Patents 
~n,.: 0~:'J:t!J 162J-16U~, b:r "!~~1r ·:;r: t" c0~ti.f~r ·::i.:-~ ~es in 1.1Lich 
so~1e of ti~\? L::.wre!~~~s bad pr€::-tiotisl ::.:- nr~ l ·;ad in certain 
~.,..c::i.s direct fro::i Englnn:i, or ot::e!",1i::;e: 

Cl-:APTER I SECTION l 

John Robins granted 1200 acres of land in 1638 for 
trnns?ortntion of 22 persons who were brought to Virginia, 
i.ncluciing Jotr. Lawrence in James City County, Virginia. 
Hctlinn 1-:org:rn wc.s granted 600 acres of land 20 May 1638 
for transportc.7- :~cr. of 12 persons, includinG Helchesides 
Le.-...rrencc. T1:o~a~ E!:.:::-ris y.·::i.s cra:-ited 650 acres August 23, 
:656 in Lancaster Count'.·, Virginia for trn.nsportation of 13 
person£, includi!'lg ;i.lexandria kwrencf3. 

11The 17th Century Isle of Wight Co., Virginia - VA 975-554-B" 
b-f Jorn Bennett Boddie sbous thc.t l.:m:l grants were issued to 
3.c-i;,ert Lourence in 165,2. Patents were usually obtained three 
or 'four yen.rs after tlgi arrival of tho P'~rchaser; therefore, 
Robert r.rust have arrived prior ~o 1640. There were others 
who were granted patents in 163S as noted above. Mr. Bodjie 
states in Chapter V, page 90 that William Bernard, age 21, 

. who crune in the 11FURTP.ERf'JmE11 (a ship) in 1622, patented 
1200 acres in Isle of Wicht, August 10, 1642, 11at the head 
of Lawnes Creek along.the land of Robert Eleye, Justinian 

·cooper and Robert Lawrence." Robert Lawfence, Jr., of the 
Isle of Wignt and Hnncemond Cotfiltios, received a grant on 
25 September 1663. 

The above were sonc of the settlers who were eiven permission 
to purchase land for transportin~ persons to Virginia. These 
pcrsoni:i worked for tl1e land owners until their debt for 
transportation was p..'lid; tr.en they were free to eo on their 
own. 
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CHAP.TER I SECTION 2 
) 

; 

It nppcars that the nnrly La0:-ence set~lcrs to Virr:inia wore 
. weal thy and could buy land and· owned slaves. 

It is noted that by the 1700's tho population of the Lawrence 
families in Vir~inia had incrcn:::cd considerably; consequently, 
by 1785, the date of birth of my Lrreut grandfather James, Sr. 
(hfo father ulso born in Virginia) the family was steadily 
thriving. 

CHAPTER I SECTION 3 . 

Robert Lawrence, Jr., along with others, founded a settlement 
nearby in North Carolina in 166o or 1661. 

CHAPTER I SECTION 4 

On the 9th of January 1706-o?, Robert Lawrence (son and heir) 
of Robert Lawrence, deceased, sells to Robert Crawford of 
Lawnes Creek Parish, Surry, 150 acres of land "granted to my 
frlther, 28 September 1643. 11 

The family may be descended from Sir John Lawrence, Baronet. 
Sir John had a second son named Robert. A Robert Lawrence, 
who was a Puritan and followed the Puritan migration from 
Isle of Wight to Nancemond County, first patented land on 
1awncs Creek in 164~. The father of Sir John was Thomas 
~wrence of Chelsea; Middlese~, Englanq, a goldsm~th;who 
married Martha, daughter of An·thony Cage of London~ Thomas 
Lawrence received a grant of Arms in 1593. Thomas died 
October 28, 1593, age 54, and was buried in Chelsea. His 
children were Sir Thomas and Sir John; also, there were 
daughters. 
I 

. ' , 

. . 
; 

CHAPTER I ;~ SECTION 5 

Robert Lawrence, Sr.,was a Justice for the County of 
Nancemond in 1659-60. Robert nnd Elizabeth's child was 
Robert, Jr., born 1639. Robert and wife Jane had Robert 
and daughters. 

CHAPTER I SECTIOU 6 

I!en...•7 Lawrence o\med 200 acres in ~'.anccmond County in 1704. 
Hin dnnrrhter Isabella narried Thor:m.s Pnr,e 15 J3.nuary 1702. 
All the other Lawrences were at thin wcddir-r,, so it seems 
Henry r.mst have been the r-on of 11Cld 1-!r. Rohert Lawrence." 
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CHAPTER I SECTION 6 

Henry vas the name of Sir John's third and l.ast son. The 
names of Sir John's sons, John, Robert and Henry, seem to 
have been given to Robert's oldest sons. Michael and Thomas 
signed the vedding book as brothers of Isabell.a. Then 
Michael and Thomes vere sons of Henry. . 

CHAPTER II 
I 

I 

So tar ve have not found the exact date the first Lavrencea 
came to Virginia. The earliest dates found of record are 
Robert Lawrence, Jr. born in Virginie.; also Robert Lawrence, Sr. 
received a grant of land in 1642. No doubt the Lawrences 
were among the earlier settlers who followed the established 
colony at Jamestown in 1607 or soon thereafter. 

CHAPTER II SECTION 1 

These settlers seemed to settle around Isle of Wight and 
Na.ncemond Counties in Virginia or nearby at first, then later· 
as the population expended, they began to move into eastern 
North Carolina and mostly into each of the counties along the 
southern border of Virginia, until they reached Henry County, 
Virginia, vhere most of the fmnili.es settled. 

CHAPrER II SECTION 2 

A great number of Lawrence families vere located in Henry 
County, Virginia. as early as 1800, per marriage records. 

CHAPl'ER II SECTION 3 

The first u . . s. Census vas l?CXJ which showed .a James Lawrence 
and family and slaves, living in Surry County, Salisbury 

' District, N. c. Stokes County vas formed from Surry County 
during 1790. 

CHAPl'ER III 

The .history of the Lawrences, as I am presentine it, began 
vith my great grandfath.-r, J~ LAWRENCE, SR. Prior ancestors 
have not been definitely identifted in Virginie. nor North 
Carolina from authentic records, but others v11l be mentioned 
which no doubt are closely related. 

i 
.J 

.. 
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CHAPl'ER UI SECTION 1 

JAMES LAWRENCE, SR. born about 1785 in Virginia, died May 1880 
at Francisco, Stokes County, North Carolina at the age of 98, 
according to tho Raleigh, N. C. 1880 Census Mortality Rf3cord, 
Reference Schedule 5 Polk-Yancy Cos. F.2 137 F. Stokes County 
page No. 1. This mortality record shows he was married. He, 
father and mother were born in Virginia. Cause of death 
11Diarrhrea". Resident of Stokes County 18 years. Attending 
physician, R. Pringle. · 

CHAPTER III SEOTlON 2 

Inclosed is Exhibit (fl of JAMES LAWRENCE, SR. and family beginning 
with U. s-. Census 1820 through 1880. James was not identified 
in e:rry record prior to 1820 census. The family was identified 
on each U. s. Census until 1850 by number of males and females 
between certain ages. The dates born as shown on the schedulec 
are estimated, based on the U. s·. Census, but they are very 
accurate compared with the-:dates of James and his son Henry as 
of 1850 census and thereafter. · 

CHAPTER III SUBSECTION 1 

The Pittsylvania County, VirginiaU. s. Census of 1820 showed 
four males in addition to James, as head of the family and wo · 
females including his wi.f0';. The Hency County, Virginia Census · 
of 1830 showed the same males but faur females. Therefore the 
family had moved to Henry County prior to the talcing of the 
1830 Census. The Henry County Census for 1840 showed James 
and one male and three females. The absence of the three 
males and one female could not be identified elsewhere; 
possibly married or otherwise. The 1850 U. S. Census showed 
the same two males, but all previous females were missing. No 
doubt James 1 wife sho"1'1 on prior census bad died between taldng 
of the 1840 and ·1850 Censuses. The Henry County 1850 Census 
showed Jomes' age as 65 and a carpenter; Henry, son of 
James, Sr. age 33; and a Lottie (Charlotte) age 40. It is 
assumed that she was James' next wife as they vere on the 186o 
Henry County and 1870 Stokes County, North Carolina Census 
together. Charlotte was on the Stokes County 1880 Censµs 
age 60 and record shows that James was married at time of 
death. Henry, age 33, appeared on .separate census after 1850, 
after he had married. · 
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CHAPTER III .SUBSECTION 2 

The u. s. Census for 1870 showed James' age 8J and Charlotte's 
age 40 in Stokes County, N. c., Quaker Gap Township, Martins 
Lime Kiln Post Office. They had moved to Stokes County about 
1862, as James' mortality record showed he had lived in Stokes 
County 18 years prior to his death~ 

CHAPTER III SECTION 3 

My par~nts, John Wesley and Sarah Elizabeth, told me many times 
that James' second wife was Nancy Woodall. No infornation was 
found on her in any records searched. They also told me that 
James was in the War of 1812. He died without knowing he was 
due a pension and after his death she drew a total sum of the 
pension and continued to draw monthly until her death. 

The records searched in the Washington, D. C. Archives did not 
show James' 1812 war service from Virginia, nor Nancy drawing 
a pension. Further research in the Washington Archives might 
reveal something. If James was listed in a Nor.th Carolina 
Aney Unit, it could be true. Charlotte, his last wife, could 
have drawn a pension and listed his services from N. C. even · 
though he was living in Va. at time of service. This I did 
not check. If any information is loceted in the future, it 
can be inserted on this sheet. · 

I 
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CHAPTER IV 

HISTORY OF HENRY LAWRENCE, HEIRS AND FAMILIES 

Henry Lawrence, a farmer, son of JAMES, SR. born 1817 in Virginia, 
died September 28, 1896, in Stokes County, North Carolina. He 
was buried in the "Lawrence" family cemetery on his tobacco farm 
about two miles south of U. s. Post Office, formerly Francisco, 
N. C. Henry is the only heir of James, Sr. who could be identi
fied by name. The cemetery was fenced and a large head stone 

· was installed in year 1968 by Henry Play Lawrence, Dobson, 
Route 1, Surry County, Virginia. 

CHAPTER IV, SECTION 1 

Henry married Nancy Cobler of Virginia about 1851. The 
August 15, 1850 U. S. Census showed her and her parents John 
and Sally Bouldin Cobler, along with her brothers and sisters. 
John's age 49, Sally 42 and Nancy 21. Nancy's parents married 
January 11, 1827. 

CHAPTER IV, SECTION 2 

Henry and family moved from Henry County, Va. to Stokes County, 
N. C. and settled on Dan River near the Old Hugh's Quarter. The 
U. S. Census of 1870 showed they were located in Peter's Creek 
Township, Stokes County, N. C. The 1870 U. S. Census, Stokes 
County, N.C. shows the following listing of Henry and family: 

Name Age Last Appro. Actual Birth Date Died 
Birth Date Birth Per Fami1::£ 

Henry (father) 52 1817 28 Sept., 1896 
Nancy(mother) 43 1829 15 Apr.,1900 
Julia A. 18 1852 
Samuel J~ 16 Apr. 19,1854 Jan. 19,1911 
Mary Jane 13 Apr~ 29,1859 July 20,1920 
James N • 10 Apr. 29,186o July 8, 1925 
Henry C. 8 Nov. ~8,1861 Nov. 14,1923 
Lucindia 1864 
John W. 6 July 10,1869 Feb. 5, 1948 
Nancy 4 1861 
Martha. 2 1872 

U. S. Census for 1880 shows a WILLIAM, 18 years. 
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CHAPTER IV, SECTION 3 

The ages listed on census do not in all cases agree with the 
actual dates furnished by the families and on other records. 
This is typical of old rccordn in many of the older families. 

CHAPTER IV, SECTION 4 
' 

At the _ time of Henry's death, September 2S, 1896, he owned the 
fann where he was buried. +he records of the dowry of Nancy 
Cobler, his wife, at Danbury, Stokes County, N. Ce show the 
fa.rm consisted of 153 acres. 

CHAPTER IV, SUBSECTION 1 

"The Record of Wills Book 9, page 402, Danbury, Stokes County, 
N. c.n showed the will of Henry Lawrence dated 21 June 1892 and 
June l, l89J, one-third to wife Nancy in her life t:L~e; after 
death her dowry part was willed to l.fargaret by Henry, then the 
remaining to be sold to highest bidder and all proceeds to be 
divided equally among the heir~: · 

Margaret (Ma.rtha} .wife of John Bondurant 
Jane " " John Dodson 
Samuel J. 
John 
Henry C. 
J. N. 
Nancy, nov wife of John Ea.st 
The children of Julia Francis, deceased wife of 
}~. Francis, to -wit: Nannie Palmer, wife of Robert 
Palmer, a minor without guardian and resident of 
W. Va. Bettie Francis, a minor without guardian and 
resident of Stokes County. Thos. Francis, a minor 
without guardian and resident of Stokes County. 

CJLµ'TER IV, SUBSECTION 2 

The Henry Lawrence estate of 153 acres, less 44 acres of wife 
Nancy's dowry, -was sold to the highest bidder on 11 March, 1897 
by S. A. Moir, ~xecutor,to son Heriry Clay Lawrence, for $750.00 
and 'Witnessed by A.H. Joyce 11. Ma:rch 1897 • 

• 
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CHAPTER IV SECTION 5 

The following are sons and daughters and history of the ·heirs 
of Henry and Nancy Cobler Lawrence: 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 1 

Julia Ann Lawrence, daughter, born about 1852, died 
unknown. Married Melchisedeck Francis December JO, 1873; 
she 22 and he 25. They had children, unknown. She died 
prior to Henry's will which was dated June 21, 1892. 
Julia lived in Quaker Gap Township, Stokes County, N. c • 

• CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 2 · 

Samuel Jesse Lawrence, son, born April 19, 1854, died 
January 19ll. Married Nancy Moss January 14, 1875; he 21, 
she 16, Quaker Gap Township, Stokes County, N. C. They 
lived and were buried on their farm about two miles south 
of the former Francisco, Stokes County, N. c. Post Office. 

Their children were: · 

Anna V., Alice and Mary Lilla. 

Anna V. Lavrence,born about 1876, died unknown. 
Married Drevry Holt October 14, 1894; she 18, he 22. 
Had two children. 

Alice Lawrence, born about 1877, died unknown. 
James Bondurant July 14, 1895; she 18, he 20. 
their farm adjoining her father's. 

Their children: 

Married 
Lived on 

Sons, Joseph and Kermit; daughters, Lellia and Edith. 

Mary Lilla Lavrence, born about 1881, died in the 1970 1s. 
Married Hilliam P.Simmons December 26, 1901; she 20, 
be 22. 

Had children. 
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CHAPTER .IV SUBSECTION 3 

Mary Jane Lawrence Dodson, daughter, born April 191 
1859, died July 7, 1920. Married John Wesley Dodson 
May 22, 1892; she JO, he 40, Peters Creek Township, _ 
Stokes County, N. C. He was born October 8, 1859, 
died April 6, 1929. They lived nen.r Danbury and in 
Walnut Cove, N. c., Stokes County. 

Their children: 

Daughter, Kate Dodson Bennett, born June 25, 1895. 
Son, Dillard, born October 1.3, 1898. 
Daughter, Pearl Dodson Harger, born June 11, 1902, 

died November 17, 195.3 
Son, Henry, died an infant. 

Kate lives at Ea.st Bend, N. c. and Dillard died 
about 1973. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 4 

James Nicholas Lawrence; son, born April 6, 1850 
or 1860, died July 8, 1925. Married Isabella 
Martin November 14, ·1878; she born August 30, 1859, 
died November 2, 1927. Marriage records at Danb'~ry, 
N. c. shov him 22, her 19, Peters Creek To"Wnship, 
Stokess County. They moved near Mt. Airy, Surry 
County, N. c. in the 1900's; buried near there$ 

Their children: 

Daughters: Mattie, Jennie, Nannie, Anna, 
Lula, Minnie and Maggie; 

Sons: Sanders and Robert. 
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CHAPTER IV ' SUBSECTION 5 

Henry Clay Lawronce, son of Henry and Nancy Cobler, born 
November 18, 1861 in Stokes County, · N. c., di.edNovember 14, 1923, 
buried Dobson, Surry County, N. c. Married Susan Emma Moss of 

. Patrick County, Va., born November 18, 1864, died September 21, 
1904. Had ten children by Susan Emma Moss? · 

William Jessa, Henry Clay, Samuei, Thomas Jasper, Robert E~, 
Charles F.dear, Susan, Clnude Crocket, Alpha anq John. 

His second marriage was to Louise· l31ansett. Buried in 
Surry County, N. C. · 

Two children: Arthur Jackson and Elsie Louisa 
. ..· . . 

William Jesse Lavrence, born October 26, 1886, died 
February 24, 1971. Married Katherine Virginia Shepard 
December 27, 1905; he 19, she 18. · Sh~ was born April 4·, 
1888, Quaker Gap To"Wnship, Stokes County, N. c. They had 
12 children. · · · 

Jesse lived a considerable ti~e in Sur~ County, N. c. before 
moving near Greensboro, N, c. Most of his children live 
around Greensboro and High Point. Jesse was a retired farmer. 

Henry Clay Lawrence, born April 5, 1888. Married (first) to 
Eva E. Blansett September 25, 1907; she born April 8, 1890, 
died July 6, 19191 Quaker Gap Township, Stokes County; N. C. 
Two children: Dorsey E. and Flossie~ · 

Henry's second marriage was to E~ta Mae Smith, July 3, 1920; 
she born April 18, 1896, Surry County, N. C. They had eight 
children. 

Henry Clay was born in Stokes County, N. c., Quaker Gap 
Township. He moved to Surry County, where he owned and 
operated a tobacco farm for many years near Dobson. He was 
a supervisor in the ~peration of a tpbacco warehouse in 
Winston-Salem, N. C., . during season, for years. He retired 
at home on the farm. A dairy is being operated on his farm 
by his family. 
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Samuel Lawrence, born 1893, died 1955. Married Bertie George 
of Francisco, Stokes County, N. c. Ile o'Wiled and operate? a 
tobacco farm near Francisco for many year~. No children. 

Thomas Jasper Lawrence, born May 5, 1894, died October 21, 1919. 
Served in the U. s. Array during World War I. Unmarried. Died 
after the war. 

Robert E. Lawrence, born January 26, 1892, died October 27, 
1941. Married Ima Ayers, born May 1, 1896, died April 20, 
1967. Served in the U. s. Army. Later served as Chief of 
Police of Mt. Airy, Surry County• N. C. for many years, until 
his death. One Son: Robert E.~ Jr. 

Charles Edgar Lawrence, born September 30, 1892, died March 20, 
1929. Harried Minnie Ring, born January 13, 1893, died 
September 16, 1958. They lived in Mt. Airy, N. c., Surry 
County. Four (4) children. 

Susan Lawrence, born December 24, 1896. Married Eugene Hill 
April 2, 1921. He born August 14, 1883. Both live· in Mt. Airy, 
N. c. Four (4) children. · 

Claude Crocket Lawrence, born May 15, 1899. Married Nellie M. 
Fitzgerald August 12, 1923. She born April 16, 1903. He re
tired and living near Sanford, Florida. Four children, all 
living near him. He was in the contracting building of homes 
in Alexandria, Va. before retiring to Florida. 

Alpha Lawrence, born April 29, 1901. Married Carl Gentry. He 
died. She lives in Mt. Airy, N. C. Three (3) children. 

John Lawrence, born January 1, 1903. Youneef!t child of Henry 
Clay and Susan Ellll'ila Moss. Married l-!allie Carrico December 24, 
1924. Retired and living in Mt. Airy, One son: Roy L. 

Ro'1 L.o..wrcn~ - IW'\a-rr\ecl '1"e.ra1c.. Ree-.)e~ L..o.w<ef'C.e.. - 'l 
Ch 'itd c e" . 

Do..nr'\.I ~C\.'"' t..o.1-\)('(."c.e - mo..rr-iec:L M<>-r:1C1.ce....\ '#~OC\N! .. vvh\~ - ~ 
C\-\\!dfe('\ - P\~ChQ.e...\ 'RQ.'1 Lo..IMCU'C-'.. ~ j"e~re.'1 A\\e..f'\ L"-wr4l,,c...t.-

50'\f boo.re;., L.Q.~renc..c... I"\ o.t-~''"' - 9 c...l.\·ddc-t" _ 5 ~r °"" c1 c.\.-\ ~ref\. 
z:.·1"cl1 l"\o.fi' i" S""IW""\e.C' s - S~f'n Q.I'\ \e C: ~er \d. e>t. , s~nn"\ ~o.e~cv'\ 

w 

:fol-\" L. Lo..~rf.l'c.c.. - fY\N r·,e~ · le.C' t f - t ~ \d 

Ii";"!> 'N°tlM'1f\5-to"-, N.c.. 
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CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 6 

Henry Clay Lawrence, son of Henry nnd Nancy Cobler Lawrence! : 
second marriage, was to Louisn Blansett. Two (2) children: 

Arthur Jackson, born December 1908. Mnrried Mildred Hall 
1930. He was in the restaurant business for a number of 
years prior to purchasing a farm in Virginia on New River, 
where he and family operat~ a cattle farm. Five (5) children. 

Elsie Louisa Lawrence, born January 22, 1913. ?1arried Jim 
Cook November 23, 1928. Four (.4) children. They live at 
Westfield, Surry County, N. c. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 7 

Lucinda R, Lawrence, daughter, born 1864. Married George W. 
Hudson January 16, 1882; she 20 and he 23. Danbury, Stokes 
County, N. c. records. They had children. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 8 

John Wesley Lawrence, son, l:>orn July 10, 1869, at Francisco, Stokes 
County, N. c., died February 5, 1948, same address. Married Sarah 
Elizabeth Francis December 23, 1888, same address, Quaker Gap 
To\lllship, N. C. She was born July 19, 1871, died January 23, 1949, 
daughter of William Riley and Mary F. Aaron Francis. They married 
October 6, 1870-; he born December 12, 1834, died July 14, 1907, 
she born June 15, 1852, died May 18, 1927. 

After the marriage of John and Sarah, they moved into a cabin 
located on the approximately 100 acres of wooded land deeded to 
them by William Riley Francis. There they were pioneers in carving 
a living, raising a family, building a permanent home and raising 
mostly tobacco and corn. They had to cut down trees and clear the 
land before any planting could be done, because only two or three 
acres of land was ready for planting. They soon built a permanent 
home, where they reared a family of eleven (11) children, and 
they both died in this home. 

John Wesley was one of the most progressive farmers in the area. 
As time went on he purchased equipment ~o make farming less 
dii'ficult, such as n wheat binder, machinery for harvesting hay, 
etc. They both helped their neichbors when they needed more help 
to get thin$s done. He was a real baseball and basketball fan. 
Actually I (John Graham) plnyed on the same team many a time 
vhen he was umpire. 

t· 
I 
t 
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There were eleven (11) children born to John Wesley and Sarah: 

Dovie Lee, William Henry, Grover Cleveland, Alpha, Eugqne 
Vester, George Wesley, John Graham, Bessie Queva, Rnymond, 
Woodrow Wilson, Welbern Richard. 

Dovie Lee Lawrence Francis, daughter, born November 25, 1889 at 
Francisco, N. C., Stokes County, died February 19, 1972. 
Married Robert Edgar Lee Francis Marcy 101 1907j he born 
February 22~ 1882~ died February 2, 1935. 

Their fann adjoined that of John Wesley Lawrence. They were 
tobacco farmers. Lee Francis, in addition to being a farmer, 
also delivered mail in the rural area for the U. s. Post Office 
for many years. He was also a progressive farpier. The crops 
varied, such as tobacco, hay, oats, and a large apple orchard. 
Their children: · 

Luther Edgar, son, born March 17, 1908, died December 11, 
19'70. Married Lucy Hanks JUJ.y 9, 1957; Lucy born June 1~3', 
1907. Luther was buried at Francisco Presbyterian Church, 
Francisco, Stokes County, N. a. He served in the U • S. 
Air Force during World War II. He had a cattle farm and 
raised black angus. 

Walter Graham, son, born March 19, 1915, died May 7, 1955. 
Married Mozelle Schuyler November 25, 1939; she born June JO, 
1917. He served in the U. S. Marines during 1935. He was an 
independent tobacco buyer, during the season. Children: 

Larry Graham, son, born February 1, 1943. Married 
Sandra Collins June 1963; she born April 16, 1945. 

Jerry Eugene, son, born October 8, 1949. Graduated 
from Wake Forest College, Winston-Salem, N. c. Now 
teaches in private schools. 

Gracie Maye Francis Cole, daughter, born December 18, 1917. 
Married Dr. John Walton Cole, Sr., November 27, 1937; he 
born March 2, 1909. She received her nursing training in 
Winston-Salem and practiced for a number of years as a 
registered nurse in Arkansas. She and Dr. John Cole now 
live in Malvern, Arkansas, where he is active in his 
medical practice. 

• 
- --~ 
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Their children: 

Charlie Francis, daughter, born September 13, 1938. 
Married Samuel Levon Chaff:µi. 

Robin Lee, daughter, born October 9, 1940. Yia.rried 
James William Glass. 

John Walton, Jr., son, born October 6, 1942, Married 
Jane Delorise Howard. 

Jim Frank, son, born June 5, 1945, Served in the 
U. s. Marines in the Vietnam War. 

Ella Louise Francis Palmer, born July 23, 1928. Married 
C. Glenn Palmer, February 14, 1951; he born December 15, 
19V. He served in the U. s. Army in the Korean War. 
She teaches in the public schools in Stokes County, N. C~ 

·children; 

Charles Glenn, son, born December 20, 1956. 
Leann Francis, born November 27, ~959. 

All children of Dovie Lee and Robert Edgar Lee Francis 
were born at Francisco, Stokes County, N. C. 

These childre n died very young, prior to their teens: 
Dewey, George, Roland and Robert Edward Lee. 

William Henry, son, born April 12, 18911 died February 10, 1970. 
Married Birtie Smith February lli., 1915 ·of Francisco, Stokes 
County, N. c.; she born May 2, 1892. He owned a farm from time 
of marriage in the lower part of Stokes County, near the 
Rockingham County line, about five miles from Madison, N. C. 
H e was buried at a church cemetery near his home. Three (3) 
children: 

A' daughter died as infant. 

Landis Spencer, son, born on the family farm in Stokes 
County, N. C. Married Mary Esther Jones July 16, 1947; 
he Jl and she JO. He served int-he U. S. Army during 
World Har II. Now living on the original fa.rm where he · 
was born. No children. 

. . .. 

·, 
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Carlis Wain, son, born November 24, 1920. Harried Lake 
Mario Tuttle, November 6, 1945; he 24, she 23. He served 
with the Navy on the Battleship 11North Carolina" in the 
Pacific during World War II. . Retired from the l'avy; 
living in Norfolk, Va. Two (2) children: 

Harold W., born February 22, 1947 
Susan H., born July 2, 1951 

Grover Cleveland, son, born April 9, 18931 died March 12, 
1922. Married Iris Flippin, Francisco, ~l. C., December 27, 
1914; he 21, she 16. He was buried at .his parents' 
cemetary on the farm at Francisco, N. C. One (1) child:: 

Thama A., son, born October 12, . 191?. Married Ann 
Barbee of Brooklyn, N. Y. in 1945. He::aerveq in the 
U., S. Army during World War ll~ Now living in Brooklyn~ 

Alpha, daughter, born June 19, 1895, died July 15, 1897. 

Eugene Vester, son, born June 4, 1897. Married Ollie · 
Lawson October 22, 19171 Francisco, Stokes County, N. C.; 
he 20, she 16. farmer and qarpenter. Seven {7) children 
b-,r first marriage: · · 

Mozelle, C"athline, Eugene, Jr., Evelyn, Cecil, 
Bailey and Nerene. 

Second marriage to Willie Foster. Now living in Arlington, 
Va. No children. 

George Wesley, son, born June 7, 1900, died June 23, 1958. 
Married Myrtle Albert, JanlU!.ry 19, 1935, .. he 35 and she JO. 
One (1) child: 

Gary Wesley, . son, born May 2, 1945. 

John Graham, son, born June 24, 1904. Married Hazel May 
Dodgion September 5, 1931 at Wytheville, Vn. She born 
May 4, 1905, daughter of Willirun R • . and Nannie Dodgion, 
Wytheville, Va. 

He attended high school at Kine, N. c., Stokes County; also 
business schools and universities; National Business College, 
Roanoke, Va.; Northwestern University, Chicago; Benjamin 
Fro.nklin University, Washington D. C.; and International 
Accountant Society, Chicago. 

Retired from the Civil Service Co'filTiission, Dept. of the Army 
July 31, 1964, after almost 31 yeRrs of service in the Federal 
Go,,ernr.Jent. As of this date, liv:inG at 3908 Fairfax Pa.rki..ray, 
Alexandria, Va. 22312, Fairfax County, Va. Two (2) children:· 

--, 
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Wallace Cornell, son, born August 1, 1932, Wytheville, 
Va. Grew up in Arlington County, Va., where he attepded 
Washington-Lee High School. He attended and received 
B. A. and M. A. degrees from Vireinia Polytechnic Institute, 
Blacksburg, Va. He served in the U. S. Anny. 

Married Sue Horne of Blackwood, Va. April 16, 1951; she 
born August 27, 1932. Two (2) children: 

Allen Roy, son, born October 1.5, 1958 
David Cornell, son, born October 16, 1962 

Wallace, at the present time, is employed by the 
International Business Machine, Durham, N. a. 

Joan Dolores, daughter, born July 19, 1937, Washington, 
D. c. · She grew up in Arlington County, Va., where she 
graduated from Washington-Lee High School. She attended 
Art Institute in San Francisco, Calif., and Richmond 
Professional Institute, Richmond, Va. 

Married Leonard M. Wallace, Carthage, Miss.~ March 15, 
1956; he born May 7, 1935. Children three l3): 

Catherine Ellen, daughter, born September 28, 1959. 
John Niles, son, born August 20, 1964. 
Matthew Lawrence, son, born June 11, 1973. 

Joan and family reside in Jackson, Miss., where Leonard 
Wallace is employed as an electrician. 

Bessie Queva Lawrence Goodwin, daughter, born September 5, 
1906, died March 27, 1965. Married in 1935 to Roy Speight 
Goodwin; he born 1892, died 1966. Both buried in church 
cemetery at Ashby Heights, near McCain, N. C. No children. 

Raymond, son, born July 16, 1910, died February 24, 1960. 
Buried at the frunily cemetery, Francisco, Stokes County, N. c. 
Unmarried. 

Served in the U. S. Army during World War II. 

~I 
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Woodrow Wilson, son, born February 23, 1913, died May 7, 
1955. Buried at Big Creek Church cemetery, Francisco, N. C. 
Married Eda Collins at Francisco, N. C. No children. · 

He was a tobacco farmer. 

Welbern Richard, son, born May 15, 1916, died September 4, 
1969. Buried in the family cemetery at francisco, N. C. 

At the time of his death he was a tobacco farmer; also 
employed by the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Winston-Salem, N. C. 

First marriage was to Emily Marie Ayers, January 15, 1938. 
She was born January 4, 1916, died April 11, 1944. Two (2) 
children: 

Norman Richard, son, born February 1, 1939 
William Green, son, born November 26, 1941 

Second marriage was to Claudie }fa.rie Gates, April 5, 1947. 
She was born June 26, 1920~ Three (3) ~~dren: 

Donald Gray, son, born January 3, 1950. Married· 
Joyce Ann Kidd, July 10, 1971; she born April 12, 1953. 

Sarah Mae, dauehter, born March 7,1951. Married Ray 
Southern, June 18, 1971. He was born Febrµary 17; 1951. 

Terry Welbern Gates, son, born December 28, 196o. -

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 9 

Nancy Lawrence, daughter,. born about 1861. Married John F. East 
September 16, 1882; she 21 and he 21. No other records found. 

CHAPTER lV SUBSECTION 10 

William, son, born about 1862. Died when he was about 18 years 
old, according to my father, John Wesley. The U. S. Census of 
1880 showed he vas 18. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 11 

Sarah Martha Lawrence Bondurant, daughter, born 1872. }ia.rried 
John H. Bondurant December 21, 1893; she 20 and he 21. He was born 
January 26, 1873, died April 22, 1946. She was .buried on his farm 
near the old Lawrence cemetery, where her father and mother, Henry 
and Nancy Cobler Lawrence, were buried. 
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OF HEl\h.Y CI~Y ~\'dF..E~·TC~, II 

The Brothers and Sisters 
of Henry Clay Lawrence, 
II. Front Row - L to R
Sam, Bob - Back Row -
Henry, John, Claude, 
Susie, Arthur, Alpha. 
l·-Iissing are Elsie and 
Jessie. 

Home place of ~g 
Clay Lawrer:.c ~ 

Graves of 
Lawrence, 
Emma Moss 

Ee:r.i.r'}r (~:_;. 
I I and ~,.1·-

Lavrr 1 ~::'.c ·.; :~, 

Henry C J .. c..y La•tn~ ·~~~ ... 
is ata.:c.dir.:8 b y ,, 
parents 3r e.ve , 
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PITTSYLVANIA 
COUNTY, VA •. 
J.820 

James La.wrence,Sr. 
born 1785 

One male born 1810 
One n n 1812 
One " ft 1815 

Henry " 1817 

One female " 1790 
One n " 1814 
One " " -
One " n 

EXIIITIT 1 

THE FIRST RECORDS OF JAMES LAWRENCE, SR. 
. SHOWN ON U • S. CENSUS 

HENRY co. HRNRY co. HENRY co. HENRY co. STom co. STOKF.S co. 
VA". 1830 VA'. 1840 VA". 1850 VA. 186o N.C.1870 N.C. 1880 

1785 1785 1785 1785 1785 1785 (3) 

1810 Gone " Gone 
1812 Gone Gone 
1815 Gone Gone 

1817 1817 1817 (l) 

1790 1790 Gone 
1814 Gone Gone 
1820 1820 Gone 
1825 1825 Gone 

One female ft " Charlotte (Lottie) 1810 1810 1810 1810 

(1) Henry married and on the 1860 U. S. Census vith hie family. 

(2) Charlotte was apparently Jamee, Sr's. last wife, as first vife vas 
not shovn on U. s. Census for 1850 or t~ereafter. 

(3) James Lawrence, Sr. died May 1880 at 98 years of age. 
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Dr. Charlie Lawrence - ~ al N. c. h·.d A bool tree .Jf the ot •• n ... 011-S em, 

Lnwrence ~~mention shorln.: they came across the AtlAnt i·: Jce,;n ~i th t.he 

E' :- rly i::ettlcrg to some place on the St. Lr;wrence River in l!az'"• Uld drl;. 

drifted south into Virginia. Henry Lawrence, my ~r : r.df' <' 't.hc·r q; r· :· es 

! cr,n g~ back to Henry County Va. ie!1. Then to Stocks :ounty- N.C. 

Llerried to Nt1ncy Cobbler ot Stole1 County Settled on i re ne~:ir i)en Ri'nr 

Stoke£ County N.C. ~t thet time owned slave• end !~rrued sr~~r. tob~~~c 

~:>rn, 'ltheat, and other crops that was grown at that time. I can remea.ber 

seeing my aur.ts wea·u dllth tor the f'<>.mily clothing • 

Lawrence Tree 1'357 
t'/11 

Henry L:iwr•·n :: e -- Born 18l1 in Henry County, Virgin!& 

His •nfe -- Nancy Cobbler Lawrence 

• 
To their uni ·Jn r.:s born 9 children-- William Lawrence, Samuel Lawrence, 

NicholA.s Lawrence, John 1.Vesley Lawrence, Henry Clay Lawrence Sr. 

c 

Girls.; Julie, No.nnie, Je.ne, Margret, all born in Stokes County, N.C. 

Henry Clay Le-:irence Sr.was marriedto Emna ~oa11 ot Pr.trick Cour-.ty, Va. 

She died Sept. 1904. 

To their union 'tl"f!:; }lorn 10 bhildren -- W. 3. Lawrence, Henry Clay 
.?f' I< ~ t:,.. "I ~c,,(. 

Lnwrenc e ,Jr. ,' se.mu';l"J • .Lc·Nrence, 'nlome.s Lawren::e 1 Charlie E. Lawrence, 

Claud c. Lawrence, John Lawrence, Sud• Lawrence Hill, Alpha Lawrence Gentry, 

nne unnmned 1 died at birth in Sept. 1904. Arthur and Elsie by second marriage. 

Henry Clay La.·.n-en e, Jr. married to ETa D. Blansett Sept 7 1 1907 

Two children--Dorsey E. and fio8sie Lawrence 

1920 marriedto Jlae Smith of Surry County, H.C. 

Eight childred-- Gre.ham S. Lawrence, Henry Davis Lawrence, Lois L. Brown, 

Helen L. Oullaw, Grey Lawrence, Juanita L. 'Ibompson, Dorothy L. Adame, 

Betty Lou Lawrence 

. - ·· ·--..- ·· · --·,, 
. J;':··.· 

,.._ 
. · ·-~i-·. · .~~ · .. :~---·-------- - --

... ,,..;: . ·.:";.:.:.,. ,_, -· ... .. ·. ..: '; 



ThiB sketch \-Hls prcpe.rcd July,1964 8{ l)J.;;_L'. 
d: dead 

ma: married 

CHARLOTTE fl.NN SMITH 
·forn ;llcnry Co. Va. ~ 
February,21 1 1830 . ~~ 

l1arricd J.84L">\ ··1---\--\ ... ~/ HILL111J'l 11. 
JM!ES nAR:r\ISO:-J LA1;,'REECV ------ ZELL!\ 
Born:Eenry Co.Va. mJesse EI:l!RY · 
October,2,1810 rurdlcbr.Sercpta TILDA . ANDRE\·! J. 

\ 
Died 1888 Buried at 11 Doss Qunrters 11 \_9a~:Qbell ; m ,Jim . (Bud) 

White Plains, N.C. \Owens \m,Winnie 
James H .La.\-rr·ence :nar::c·j_cd Elj_?..E•beth B .:Pearson l/9/H332 \Drausl::.~ 
Witnessed by Arthur F .and ._Tcsse l..awrcncc 
He rne.rr:i.cd Jm.11 Smith I·roYewbcr 1846 
\·li tnessed by Eenr·y Ln.vronco recorded in the Clerk of Court Office 
Hen:cy County, Vircinia. 

MA'l'ILDIA (TI3E) CERISTIAN 
---Born, Oct ob e·r; l) -~ ·1848--------·~ 

Died,February ,1936 

...... 
married September 5,187'2 'l'h~~ f2.~~~--~ froi:l Stol:e'.:; to Su.::.~: 

Ccun ;:,y .: o:::"th Caroiina in-'ET1e 
fall of 18[)5. To n. :ril.9.C0 1:~10' .. TI 
a.s (DOSS (;lT.\RTERS) nca.r ;n1i ts 
Plains ,1: .c. 

.Stokes co.l!.c. 

__ .. ILLII.n APD:~~ so:·; L.t:,·,·::m:rrcE 
B-0-- 1 .. n ·l'un"" "·"' P 1·.., -- ... - ... ___ _ 

- J v ~ \..:. C. ~ -~ v·-r ~ 

Died September,1913 

Tbe~Lr ChilC:~re:-i. 
~t::;.QJ3EBT Fll'.~:~ELII;_, d !:ary Fox 
~?n; , ~·Iay 21 s 107 4.-..........._ ~ olm 'di 1 ey 
ai 00, 11ay l s61 >i-~erbert 

married~ Charles 
Rodu Simpson,d/ Robert Jr~ 

Georc;o 
Roberta 

Children: Robert, James,, Charles 
Willis,, Bartie, Luther 

_JA_I)ES :S:SJJ2~ ~".. --::---.... Their Childre~:. 
bo1~n, A!~ril b, lS"i o~-;.rcrcy 
died. r:arch 1 963 / 

m<:..rr1c0 
Ella Hutchins,, """ · 
she died Sept .1941 ""-
ma .L!.llian Badset t::.;.::--no childr;en 

CHJ\RLES SOLo:.:.U.N (Doc tel" o~·;·i-)ec.1' a- Ho s11ltal in Hinston ) 
ViorJ_d \'Tar I) ( 

C' ]_ . H ., 1 (' 0 1 ~ ua 8lil ',., • v • [\. s 0 v ~ • :.J.11 

Born J;.urrur.t 1.1878 Their ChiJ.Gren 
19i~d. .Tune 19:::6 Ch<~.rles LTr. 

marr}od 
Alice Smith Guol'SO : d 
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PITTSYLVAIUA 
COUNTY, VA •. 
1820 

James Lawrence,Sr. 
born 1785 

One male born 1810 
One n n 1812 
One " n 1815 

Henry " 1817 

One female . " 1790 
One n 11 1814 
One n " One It n 

EXIIITIT 1 

THE FIRST RF.CORDS OF JAMES LAWRENCE, SR~ 
. SHOWN ON U. S. CENSUS 

HENRY CO. HRNRY CO. HENRY CO. HENRY CO . STOKES CO. STOKES CO. 
VA. 1830 VA!. 1840 VA. 1850 VA. 1860 N.C.1870 N.C. 1880 

1785 1785 1785 1785 1785 1785 (3) 

1810 Gone ,. Gone 
1812 Gone (lone 
1815 Gone Gone 

1817 1817 181? (:J.) 

1790 1790 Gone 
1814 Gone Gone 
1820 1820 Gone 
1825 1825 Gone 

One female n· Charlotte (Lottie) 1810 1810 1810 1810 

(1) Henry married and on the 186o U. s. Census with his family. 

(2) Charlotte was apparently JBJlles, Sr's. last Wife, as first wife was 
not shown on U. s. Census for 1850 or tnereafter. 

(3) James Lawrence, Sr. died May 1880 at 98 7ears of age. 



P.EUIGHEE CHAH r Pl/'lnchet 
William M. Blancett 

, ~ . PE'I'FR. BLA1'f~HET, .~R. 
DATll 

Ma~lene Lawrence Haskin NANI: 0.- ,.l.R1'0N SUBMITTING .CHA-RT ______ _ 8 ------~-~------f 

3688 Mark Road 
•TIU:cr "DDl'lt:•S 

Pontiac, Michigan 4-80-:..5_4 ___ _ 
,. JAMES MJ,.DISON BLANCI'}'r'l' 

4 . 

QTV l'TATI!: 

February 1988 

ON CHART H0._1 __ James William Blansett 

•oRH19 March 1834 
WHERE Patrick Co., 
WHEN MARRIED 18 ·July 
c1ED 30 Oct. 1918 

2 . · wHu1: Patrick Co., Va. 
Turman's Cem. 
Meadows of Dan, Va;,, · 

1 Eva Drucilla Blanset 

•~"!H 8 April 1890 
wHERc Stokes Co.~ - N .c. 
wHEN MARRIED 25 Sept .190 

eoRH 3 Dec. 1856 
wHERE Patrick Co., Va. 
WMIEH MARRIED 

01110 1 Feb. 1904 . 
wHs:RE Surry Co., N .c. 
Buried: Turman 1 s Cem.· es Sarah Ann Barnard 

Meadows of Dan, Va. llORH18 Nov. 1836 
Patrick County WHua: Kibler, Patrick 
Member:Bell Spurr Church oitto 10 March 1886 

Primitive Baptist-_wHERI: Patrick Co., Va. · 
Patrick Co., Va. Buried: Turmans . Cem. W'iERE 

· Meadows o:r Dan Va. c1Eo 25 April 1876 
--~======l'Wo1N11s!Sll .. ~1::=¥P~atri ck Co • , Va. Z• 

0111:06 July 1919 
wHERE Dobson, N. C. 

Samuel Greene Simmons 
12.----------~---~ 

~~.u..L..,.,___;1.LJo.J'Y-...-u.~~~_,,-r.(III) 

She is buried in F~~t ~op 
Primitive E~ptist Chu ch 

BORN 1803/4-
WHERE North Carolina 

25 

26 

David Jackson Simmons 
e...-~~~~~----~----i WHEN MARRIED 

BORN 5 'Nov. 1841 DIED 
wH1:RsStokes Co•, N .c • . WHERJ 

25 Mar 1862 I Louisa F. Leake WHEN MAIU~IEO • 13·----------------f 
2.7 C emettery' Surry Co•' t ..f.] • • Ann Si· mmons 

(Dobsdn) . 3~-~o_u_i_s_a ________ ~~-4 
aoRH 28 Dec. 1867 
wH~cstokes Co., N.C. 

011to 6 May 1913 aoRN 1809 
WHl:RE Simmons Cem. wHElu:Virginia 

DIED 

8001( WH£fltE THt• ... ,,OIU4ATIOH 

W4• OaT•INCO. AE.rl. .. TO HAM~8 
ay NUM8~R .. 

D1110 29 May 1952 
. wH11t1: Surry Co., N .c. 

Simmons Cem. 

WHltRC 28 

1• Samuel Greene Adams 

aoR ... 10 Oct. 1822 29 

Born ca.· 17 40: Vi·re:infa · 
ied ·: · '· " 
UTCI ? 

? 

? 

Josiah 
rn c1rca 

Susannah A 
orn circa 

o n ug. 

Simmons 

June 187'1 
Surry Co. 

N.C. 

Peter Leake 
Hannah Wade 

a. 

Member Toms Creek 
Prim. Baptist Church 

Sarah Elizabeth Adams wHERcPatrick Co., Va. 
· 7 WHEN MARRIED 7 Sept .1841 

eo"" 24 Nov. 1843 011:0 25 Sept. 1898 
Died 15 Apr. 1857 

30 Isham Barnard Senior 

•-.:•NTCQ '" u .. " · toow tO · •Y o•c 

(Surry Co., N. G.) 

{2nd Marria~e to: 
~ c. Lawrence, Sr. 

WHERE Patrick Co., Va. wHCRfN .c., Surry Co. 
~1co12 March 1933 15 ..-..u.y;~Ann Barn 

(II.,n.111taSurry Co., N.C. •oRN 6 Jan. 1824 
Simmons Cemetery wHERc Patrick Co., Va. 

o••o 3 May 1889 

31 

Adams Cem- WA~-r.r;"'1n tJ' f"'l 

23 Dec. 1787 
16 June 1871,Kibler, Va. 
Burch (Wm. & Mar Burch) 

1 une 1785, a. . -
6 April 1863,Kibler, Va. 
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MARLENE LAW~ENC~ HAS~:N 
3688 ~drk Rodd 

Wa•e·ford. Michigan 48128-2340 
Dece~bcr 9, 1q93 

LAWRENCE FAMILY RESEA~CH 

WilliaJ La11rrence, bor' circa 1760 probably in Pit her Hal ifC!X or 
Pittsylvania County, Virginia. William Lawrerce was married on 5 1dY 1785 
to Rachel F~ller, d~uqhter of Arttur Fulle•, and s~rah (maide- n~~e net 
k~own), o& Pittsylvania County, Virainid. 

Willi~m had son, James Y. Lawrence. ~rrn circ~ 1786 C!fter the morth cf 
Februa•y :n Pittsylvanid Coun•y. Other gen8~loqy records 2how him to be 
born SPVeral years earlier. howeve• with his oarents ma•ria~e d tr ard hi2 
Wdr of 1812 Pe~sioft File rP~ords, the year 1786 3eerns to be 1ccur:te. 

William's second son Jesse ~as born circ3 1788, ~nd ·h~rd s0r Arthur 
Full~r L~wrence born circ~ 1800. Willidm had daughters ~ancy and Feroby 
(Jometimes spelled P~erbe and Pherbey). 

~illiam Lawrence and family movrd from Pittsylvania County •o Henry 
County, Virginia. First land records in Henry County, Virgi~ia· 

HfNRY COUNTY, VI~GINIA. 

Deed Book 5, p~ges 34,3S, 7 November 1792 
SAMU:L JOHNSON and WILLIAM LAWRANCE of Henry County to ~ENRY LAWQANfE of the 
sar.ie for the amount of orie hirndred pounds sells a tr J.ct it bring the same 
tract conveyed from SAMUEL JOHNSO~ to said HfNRY LAWRENCE and WILLIA~ 
LOWRENCF and received 27 Ppril 1789 .. it is requested bY SAMUEL JOYNSON that 
~eed is to be taken off records and the above to be recorded in it pl~cr. The 
l~~d is 126 acres on botb sides of Turkpy Cock Cree~ adjoins the land of JOYN 
CUNrnGHAt·1. 
Wit: 1AMfS JOm~SON 

SAMUEL (x) YUGHES 
ALIJAY (x) HUG~fS 

Proce~sio~: date above 

D~ED BOOK 5, pgs. 55-57, 9 November 1792 
DAVID \:VI TSO~ t 0 

WIT; HENRY (x) LAWRENCE 

SAMUEL JOH~~SON 

WIL LI~M ( X) I. ('diJ~f:'NCE 

DEED BOOK S, P93. 100, 101, 4 December 1793, 
JC~N GRAVELY A~d PEGGY GRAVFLY h~s wife of the cn~nty of Ye~ry tr WTLLIA~ 
LAUR~NCE of t~e same convey for •he 8~m of Six•y poJrds 206 ~crr3 on 
~eatherwoorl Creek beginning at Twi~ty's corner, crosses Meethouse branch. 
WIT; JAMES JOHNSTON 

JACOB COOLfY 
HENQY (x) LAURA~CE 
A~WREW FORD 

JOHN (x) GRAVELY 
PEGGY (x) GRAVELY 

(NOT~: Above are on same Pdqe w~th same date.) 



... I. WILLIAM LAURANCE the present owner of the above land aqree th~t JOHN 
BURCH. Sr. is to have all the land from the fence that now s•and2 as a 
dividing line between JOHN BURCH and JOHN GRAVELY in the w1y of a swip by JOHN 
BURCH, Senior and JOHN BURCH. Junior. 
d2ted: 4 08cember 1793 
Wit: JAMES JOHNSTON 

JACOB COOLEY 

DEED BOOK 5, pgs. 302,3, 23 July 1796, 
WILLIAM BAYLES 
WIT: 
HENRY (x) LAWRENCE 

DEED BOOK 6, pgs. 152-53, 25 February 1796, 
WILLIAM BAILES, JR. 
WIT; 
WILLIAM AND HENRY LARRANCE 

DEED BOOK 6, pg. 277, 30 March 1801, 
JOSEPH MARTIN OF Henry County to WILLIAM LARRANCE of the same for a certain 
sum sells 26 acres on the ea3t side of the north fork of Leatherwood Creek. 

DEED BOOK 6, pg. 362-63, 16 APril 1802 
Inquest at the house of HENRY JONES on the waters of Leatherwood Creek where 
he intends to build a water grist mill. ownc the land on both sides of the 
creek. RUBEN NANCE, THOMAS (x) CHAPMAN, ALEXANDER (x) MCCULLOCK WILLIAM (x) 
LARRANCE, HENRY LARRANCE. BENJAMIN JONES. GEORGE W~LLER, JR. JA~FS MASTERS. 
THOMAS JETT, CHARLES ROYSTER and JOHN (x) CREASEY, HENRY (x) HEFFLEFINGFR have 
examined the lands and affirm that no damage would be caused by overflowing. 
HENRY (X) HEFFLEFINGER gives his affirmation not oath. 

WILL BOOK 3, page 303, 20 January 1831, Henry County, Virginia. 
Inventory of HENRY LAWRANCE Estate, 
Court held 11 April 1831. Inventory and Appraisrnent of e~tate of HfNRV 
LAWRANCE, deceased recorded. (born circa 1755-1760?) 

MY note: This HPnry Lawrance ir the first in the records of p;ttsylvania and 
Henry Counties, Virginia. He might be the Henry who married Pattv, dau. of 
Arthur Fuller of Pittsylvania Co .• Va •. In mv ooinion Hnnry Lawrance and 
William Lawrance were brothers. who married F~ller sisters, Patty and Rachel, 
both daughters of Arthur Fuller. This Henry Lawrance must b0 the father of 
the younger Henry Lawrence born circa 1798, aqe taken from 1850 ard 1860 
rensus, Henry County, Va. William Lawrence did not name a son "H0nry." The 
younger Henry Lawrence married Gilley Allen on 5 February 1820, Henry Co .. 
VR. His will was dated 13 July 1861, and p~obated 12 M1Y 1862, Henry Co .• Va. 
He named his sons, Samuel. Darling, Meredith C., Henry, Willi~m. and John 
Lawrence. His daughters were, Sally Martin. Raney Law, Eleanor, Missouri. and 
Elizabeth. At this time I have no proof that William and Henry Lawrence were 
broth~rs. The time frame of marriage. land records, and their wills indicate 
they were of the same generation, with Henry Laurance probably a little 
older. 



WII '- BOO'' 3, rage: 138, Henry County, Virginia 
Will of WILLIAM LAWRANCE: 
I W1LLIA~ LAWRANCE of Hnnry County a citizen of Virginia do mdke an~ ordain 
and declarP this instrument to ~e ~Y last will and testa~ert workin~ all 
others. Item: to ~Y bnloved wifP RACHEL LAWRANCf, i~ mv w;ll and des;rP th~t 
s'-•e si'.all ~ernain in pos2e::sion ,)f my l.:lrd d1tring her natural life. Also my 
stcd. of horsec,, hogc, shPep, and cattle, ~ousPf-old and ki•drn hrniture and 
plantation utensils that she shall retain them nn the plantatio~ for hnr 
benefit durinq her lifetime a~d at hPr dPath the above name s+ock of horses, 
hogs, sheep, and ca•tle, household, and kitchen furniture, and planta•ion 
tools to be equally divided amon1 all my children. 

Iter~ to my two sons Je';:;3e Lo.wrance anC: Arthur Lawr.rnce I give dnd 
bequedth to them and their heirs hil~ of my tract of l~nd fcrever. Th~ other 
half I give and bequnath to my other three children ramely James 1 _a~Jr~nce, 
Ndncy Lawrance, and Feroby Ferguson to b~ equa 1 ly divided among them. 

Lastly, I constitute and appoint my two sons Jesse Lawr~nce ard Arth~r 
Lawrance executors to this my last will and te~tament. 

TES TE 
HENRY BARKSDALE 
JOSEPH ED~JAROS 

WILLIAM (his X mark) LAWR~NCE 

A+ a court held for Henry County at the Court house on the 8th day of May 
1826. The foregoing last will and testament of William Lawrance, deceasDd was 
exhibited in Court by Jesse Lawrance and Arthur Lawrance, thP execrs. therein 
namPd proved hy the subscribing witnessns hereunto and ordered to be recordPd 
whereupon the said execors. made oath and entered into w;th security in the 
penalty of $1000. conditioned as •he law directs. 

WILL BOOK 4, pg. 156,26 February 1833, and 11 March 181~ 

Settlement of accounts of WILLIAM LAWRANCE, deceased. 

My Note: Henry and William Lawrance could not write their names, and 
records indicate they signed their signature with •heir 
"xmar~". 

HfNRY rOUNTY, VIRGINIA, 15 MJrch 1833, INDENTURE bPtween N~ncy Lawrence, James 
Lawrence, drd Susan his wife, Arthur Lawrence and Polly his wife, William 
Perkinson and Phereby his wife. all of the county cf Henry, and the sta•e of 
Virqinia. The other part Jesse Lawrence. This is the sale of their share of 
land, 142 acres, on the north fork of Leatherwood c~eek to Jrsse Lawrence for 
$234.00. 

My note: The above sale of land indicates that their mothPr, Rdchel (F~ller) 
Lawrence, Wds deceas~d. William's will left everything to his wife 
and nothing was to be divided until after rer death. 03.'lc;hte,... 
Nancy was still unmarried. 

Who were the parents cf Henry and William Lawrance? 

What are the names of the childr~n of +he elder Henry Lawrance, and p~oor 
of who he rnirried? 



JAHrs H. LAWRFNCE, SR. 
h: ca. 1786, ~itt~ylvdnid Co. 
I!': 11 A 19 1809, " 

Susa~12~ W~oddll, dlo J~mAf 
(1st r-arr iaqe) 

d: May 1880, Stokes Co.,N.C. 

Children of JamPs H. Sr: 

JAMES H. LAWRFNCE, JR. 
b: 2 Oct. 1810, Henry Cc., Va. 
m: 1~t flizabPfh Pearson 

9 Ja~. 1832, Henry Co., Va. 
m: ?~d Crarlct~e Anne Smit1 

da~. of Nancy Smith 
Nov. t846' H~YY Co.' Va. 

c: ? 

JOHN LAWRENCE ? 

~ENRY LAWRE~CE (I) 
b: 1817, Her.~y Co., Virginia. 
l: r.~. 1851, narriage record 1ot 

JESSE LAWRENCE 
b: 
r: No reco·-ed of 

marriaqe found. 
~= ? 

in ~enry Co. Cour•houre. Suspected 
loss in Courtrouse fire. Need 
Lnwrence fa~ily Pible record 1 

~e married Nancy 8. Cobler, •he 
d~ughte~ o~ Joh1 Cobler a1d Sarah 
Bould:n of He~ry Cc., Virqi1i1. 
HPnry a1d Nancy Lawrence moved tc 
Stokes Co., N.C. ~here th~y raised 
a large family. Bot~ die~ a•d were 
buried in Stoke~ Co., North C~rolira. 

C~ARLES LAWRENrf ? 
b: c-a 1820, Pitt~ylvani~ ra., Virginia. 

WILLIAM LAWRFNCF ? 

The foJP daughter~. according to the 1820 
and 1230 U.S. CPnsus, were all born between 
1810 and 1825. None of them have bee1 
irlPntified. 

T wotild like 'o contact other Lawense farrily rese3rcherr. 

AQTHUR ~. l~WRE~r[ 
h· 
~. 

m: Polly PParron 
29 C'ec. 1830 
PittwlvanL:: Co 
Virginia. 

d: ? 

ChildrPn of ~r•hu·: 
(lBSO ~CnJUE ~enry 

Co., V) ·ginia) 

Elizab~th L1wrpnce 
b: c:. 183~ 

Letitia LJwrencc 
b: ca. 1818 

Fenlc>y La..irencf 
b; Cd • .:..840 

Willi.arr Lal~renc-e 
b: c-a. 1342 

t'lcte: f'.lrthu·'s wifF 
m-:y 1-iave died by t ilr> 
t8SO Cens~s. ~e was 
reJiding witr Jes•e, 
his b ·c• her. Tht> 
midcle .:.ri~i..il "F" 
i~ his name probct~ly 
i.:; for "Ful:er," 
~Jhic-h was hi<; 
mot~ers mdi~Pn ramP. 
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DDHDN, N~·Ca 
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IQrIIP llOI pra •• III •• A· W!mVlll· /AIRQX 1. l96J 
Ba11r7 Clq ~JI[ ·~,Apr~ 51 1~8 
ITa D. Lalauot • April a, 1890 

DorHf 1. Lawrenee 

no•i• •. Lawreue 

... lai\ll ~~~ w..:µ_ 
cirebul 8111.'b L&WNAOO Sd'Yf/ 

lui• Loi• L&vresace ll 
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·ca 
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.... I lS, 1909 

~ ..... '· 1911 
APril 18, 1896 

Jul.1 9, 1911 

Dec. 12, 1922 
. u 3pJ_. 

1 lral7 Holen· Lewrence 

t -" hm'J Dnta t~ SO'>\. 
\. __../ 

• Atu-11 '· 1924 
• h17 22, 1925 

KrMd .or;1 ~" s~ • Aue. 26, 1926 

"'1"'1• ''..Junita ~ .fJ • Doo. 17, 19)2 
fJ • .., 25, 19), 

• J&arah 20, 1939 
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. {ceordcd in the marr~ bnoJ; !a tb.rt Clert..s Off i•:e of 
Ik?nrv Couaty Virghda, MarttnariUe, Y!.rginia.. v-

James Lll'-'-'rence married Uartll& ~~ton, :;eptcmbci: 
le. 1801, &ad .... vitiae:1aed ~· aeu.ry Lawrence. 
It vaa beli"ed the? htwl foed aoan. Henrv, :u-tl•u I r. 1 
Je sae o.nd James li. 

- ·! 

Henry Lawrece aarried ti.l.lly .Ule11, Pcbrua1 y '• 1s2c. 
witnes~ bJ Jeue Lcwi:ca• · 

· Arthur P. 1.a'wrGI ee .Ur:.ed iv 11 y hazr1.u • lteeembt r 
i9. 1830 9 wi~ by IDIDry t.-ienee • 

J-.ea H. l.,mri;.eDOD muri.4~ Uuz~ttll J-ea.maa. Jam.ary 
'>• 1832'. 
i-ea H. La-.,1·ence 11arricd J.a S.!lth, ~nd wife . 
November. 1846 vittles.«! bJ ~r Ls•rence• lle :~ 
auppoaed to be our G.rea1: areea G;:a.adf&Ule%' • 

~,u:.. ,,.~ .r ., ~ 

;Jaaea H.arriso11 Lawreoce bona m llatry O>unty . Virginia. 
octobcr a, lltto. . 
lJe married lil:taabeth a. Pearec>tA. Jmuary 9 1 1832, 
1n:tnease<1 by i.rt?mr F. 1Gd Jeae8 . Lal1rence • 
Married aecol!Je tme to ~-- $14'1!, ftove9ber 1 184<;, 
wi tnes&ed by I:~ Urwrtoell"" recorded in thC -Clei: u 
of Cburt Off~e. llem'y Cbcraty• Vlr.cinia. 

This ~ la ~d t8 be ay Great Gra.oJfather.
Henry Cl.a~~ l..dmrcrnct. ltl. of ~te 1, Dc>o~u. 
N>rtb cu·oU..1 £u1-rr O>mty. 

James (J!mn!o) Harri:on t.-1eacc1 born 1771? di•.":d 187<' 
a~ nge 108. 'Ibia De.Mt "" f~llmed by sarah Franc:i 
Lawrence of Praeciaa), b~ CaJ:ol:lu, Stoke& •l:>amt · · • 

(l'bi# is tee f!cot b. t2ae geMr&tion reoorr~ed.) 
~(-~~:... . 
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(---'\ed bolo\/ ·.r.:iz i'ur:iishcd from memory in 194D by ~ cother Sarah Elizabeth 
F-r:.hcis k'l..Tenco, \life of :::.y father John· ~-las.lay La.•.--rence:. . , 
F::ither Birth ~ ~-
John 1.-lcsley k\./rcnce 2Lly 10, 1869 - Feb. 5, 1948 

~dfs.t!-.er 

Henry Clay Ls.· . ./l"ence cJ;. / "J 
Great~ra.ndf~ther 

.Tames (Jimde) Ha.rrison Lavrence 

William Andrev (brother to Ji.."'D.llie} 

Greatr;ro.ndmother 

?fancy Woodall (Ji.':lmie 1 s \li.f e) ___________ ..,; __ _ 
Grandmother 
( ' . c . ~ 
...__ .1cy Cobler (I;enI""J Cl.s.y' s 'Wife) ]°V 

Grcatcr~ndfc. thnr 

John Cobler 

~.rah Bovling 

prent_c;re:1tcran1lfc.ther 

John Cobler 

Cre:;;.tr;reo.trr~· ndfnt~er 

John BovlinB 

··.-.. 

1817 1896 

1711 (1) 11379 {aee 108) 

l!o da.tea 

No da.tes 

j_ __ _ 

.no dates 

Ho dntee 

lio do.tee 

no d!!..tes 

' 

April 15, 1900 Approx. 77 yr.old 

age 90 yrs. 

John Grcha k\II'Cnce 
845 So. Glaba Rd • 
Arlington, Va. ~2201., 

> , I ' .. 
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..... :.~ ... , • • . • ·1;;"· 

' •· · 
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._..,..:"'""(:':"o 
·• .. . ~i.~ • 



PEDIGREE C~ART 

9 Dec 1993 Chart r.o. 1 

16 William LAWRENCE-53--
1 

8 Jarees ~. LAWRE~CE Sr .-47---

1

j 
I B: Abt 1786 
) p: ,Dittsylvania,Virginia 17 Rachel FULLER-54---
1 ~· 31 Aug 1809 --9 

4 ~enrv LAWRENCE-36------1 P: ,Pittsylvania,Virginia 
1 a: 1817 I o· ~ay 188C 
l p· ,Pittsylvania,Virgiria P: ,Stokes,Nort~ Carolina 18 James S. S•. WOOD4LL-127-
, M: --8 I I 
) P: 9 S~san~sh WOODALL-48----- 1 

I o· Bef 10 Jul 1896 8: Abt 1791 19 Be~sy HAN~INS-128---
1 P: ,Stokes.North Carolina P: ,Charlotte,Virginia 

2 ~eftry Clay Sr. LAWRENCE-22---1 D: Bef 1850 
I 8 · 22 ~ay 1861 I P: ,Henry, Virginia 20 ~icholas COBL~R-72--
1 P: QG,Stokes.~o·tr Carolina I 
I ~: 14 Jan 1886 --6 I 10 John T. COBLER-59-----i 
l p: ,Patrick.Virqinia 1· 

1 B: Abt 1801 I 
i D: 14 Nov 1923 

1

. i P: ,R .Nort~ Carolifta 21
1

Prude~ce-73 
] P: ,Surry .~orth Carolina I M' 11 Jan 1827 --11 
' 5 Nancy B. COBLER-37-----1 P: ,Henry.Virginia 

8: Abt 1827 ! D: 14 Sep 1866 
P: ,R .No•th Carolina I P: ,Henry ,Vi•giftia 22 Thomas 80ULDIN-145---

I 
I 

D: 15 Apr 1900 l I 
p: ,Stokes,No•th Carolina 11 Sarah 80ULDI~-60-----I 

1 ~en'Y Clay J'. LAWRENCE-10---
1 a· 5 Apr 1888 

8: Abt 1806 23 Ar'lline ESTES COX-146--
p; ,He~ry ,vi~ginia 

\ P: >·ancisco,,No•th Ca•olina 
I ~: 25 Sep 1907 --4 
1 P: >•ancisco,,North Ca·olina 
\ o: 12 Jan 1976 

P: Dobson.S,North Carolina 
:Eva Drucil!a BLANSETT-11--
1 Spouse 

I 
I 
' I 
l 

6 Jesse P. MOSS-94----

1 
8: 16 Nov 1829 
P: ,Pittsvlvania,Virginia 

j M: 1 Feb 1855 --15 
· P: ,Patrick,Virginia 
j D: 16 May 1864 

D: 2 APr 1891 
P: .~enry ,Virginia 24 William ~. ~OSS-111--

J 

12 Amelius ~ason MOSS-100----1 

I 8: Abt 1806 l 
[ P: .Halifax,North Carolina 25 ~ebecca ~08ERTWH12-
I ~ --16 
I P: 
I o: 
IP: 26 ------

' I 
13 Hary Ann-101-------1 

8: Abt 1810 27 --------
I I P: New Harket,S,Virginia 

3 Susan Emma MOSS-23-----J

1 8: 18 Nov 1864 

p: , ,Virginia 
o: 
p; 28 Willia'll Jr. NUNN-22'l--

P· .P~trick,Virginia I 
D: 21 Sep 1904 I 14 Major NUNN-118------j 
D: Francisco. ,North Carolina I I 8: Abt 1812 ! 

I 
\ P: , ,North Carolina 29 Salley 8EASLEY-224--

Name and address of submitter: 
MARLENE LAWRENCE HASKIN 
3688 Mark Rd. 
Wate·fo•d, Michigan 48328-2340 

Phone:(810) 681-9551 

~: 5 Feb 1834 --18 
7 Easter NUNN-95------1 p· ,Patrick.Virginia 

8: 1 May 1837 I O: 
P: ,Stokes,North Carolina I P: 30 Edward COLLINS-234--
D: 1 Apr 1930 I I 
P: ,Patrick,Vi•ginia 15 Eleanor COLLINS-119-----1 

8: Abt 1810 31 ~a~nar Frances HOLT-235-
p: 
D: 
p: 



--- - - - --------------------

PEDIG~EE CHART 

9 Dec 1993 Crart ~o . 1 

16 Peter BLANCHET-292--

8 William M. BLANCETT-284---j 
I 8. 1794 I 
I p: ,Patrick,Virginia 17 Lucy-293----
1 M: 7 Apr 1816 --51 

4 James Madison BLANCETT-273:---1 p: ,Stokes.North Carolina 
I B: 19 Mar 1834 I D: 11 Jur 1881 
I P: Meadows of Dan,P,Virginia I p: ,Patrick.Virginia 18 Benjamin BEASLEY-294--
1 M: 18 Jan 1855 --50 I I 
l P: ,Patrick, Virginia 9 Susannah BEASLEY-285----
j D: 30 Oct 1918 B' 24 Feb 1794 19 Rachel Odell PRATHER-295--
1 p· Meadows of Dan,P,Virginia P: ,Stokes'.Nortr Carolha 

2 James William 8LA~SETT W-268~-i D: 15 Oct 1846 
I 8: 3 Dec 1856 I P: ,Patrick.Virginia 20 Isham BARNARD-343---

1 
P: ,Patrick,Virginia ! I 
M· 7 Seo 1882 --49 I 10 James 8ARNARD-329-----I 

i p: Westfield, ,North Carolina Ii I 8: 11 Jun 1814 I 
ID: 1 Feb 1904 IP: ,Patrick,Virginia 21 Sarah BURCH (Sally)-344-
11 P: Bell Spur ,P.Virginia I M: 10 Feb 1836 --62 

( 

I 5 Sarah Ann BARNARD-274----1· P: ,Floyd.Virginia 
\ B: 18 Nov 1836 D: 20 Sep 1881 

P: .Patrick,Virginia i P: Meadows of Dan.P,Virginia 
D: 10 Mar 1886 i · 

22 Nathariel THOMPSON R-460-
1 

I P: Meadows of Dan,P,Virginia 11 Elizabeth THOMPSON-330----1 
1 Eva Drucilla 8LANSETT-11--- 8: 3 Mar 1817 23,Hannah 8UCHANAN-461~-

I 8: 8 APr 1890 
\ p· ,Sto~es.~orth Carolina 
I M: 25 Sep 1907 --4 
I P: Francisco.,North Carolina 
I D: 6 Jul 1919 
I P: Dobson,S,North Carolina 
jHenry Clay Jr. LAWRENCE-10--
, Spouse 

I 

p: Burkes Fork.M.Virginia 
D: 25 Apr 1876 
P: Meadows of D~n,P,Virginia 24 --------

1 
12 Samuel Greene SIMMONS-367---1 

I B: Abt 1803 
I P: , ,North Carolina 25--------
I M: 16 Sep 1827 --65 

6 David Jackson SIMMONS-357---1 P: ,Stokes ,North Carolina 
I 8: 5 Nov 1841 I D: 
I P: .Stokes.North Carolina I P: ,,North Carolina 26 Josiah LEAKE-372---
l M: 25 Mar 1862 --64 I I 

I I P: Westfield, ,North Carolina 13 .Louisa Frances LEAKE (Lucy)-368-i 
1 I D: 6 May 1913 B: Abt 1809 27 Susanna APPLING-373--
1 . IP: Westfield,,North Carolina P: ,Henry,Virginia 

3 Lou1c;a Ann SIMMONS-33---- D: 
B: 28 Dec 1866 I P: 28 Joshua ADAMS Rev. 397-
P: ,Surry,North Carolina 

1
1 I 

D: 29 May 1952 14 Samuel Greene ADAMS-382---1 
P: ,Surry ,North Carolina I I 8: 10 Oct 1822 ! 

Name and address of submitter: 
MARLENE LAWRENCE HASKIN 
3688 Mark Rd 
Waterford. Michigan 48328-2340 

Phone·(810) 681-9551 

I IP: Patrick Springs,.Virginia 29 Elizabeth S COR'l-398--
1 l M: 7 Sep 1841 --68 

7 Sarah Elizabeth ADAMS-358---1 P: ,Patrick.Virginia 
8: 24 Nov 1843 I o: 25 Sep 1898 
P: , ,North Carolina I P: Westfield, ,North Carolina 30 Isham BARNARD-343'---
D: 12 Mar 1933 I I Same as no. 20 
P: Westfield, ,North Carolina 15 Lucy Ann BARNARD (Anna)-354~-I on chart no. 1 

8: 6 Jan 1824 31 Sarah BURCH (Sally)-344-
p: Kibler ,Patrick,Virginia Sa~e as no. 21 
D: 3 May 1889 on chart no. 1 
P: ,Surry.North Carolina 
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Mr. Wade Lnwence, 
1539 Rivennont Heights, 
Martinsville, Va. 

I 

lovember 14, 1966 

I em John Gre.bB.!:l Lll.l-rrence, born at Francisco, lt. c. the eon 
of Jolm Wesley L&:wrence. 

A Cbas. s. La.'.Jrence, "J'/J;l !i. Riding Rood, -Vinston Salem 
gave ne your IlllI;le th~t I ma.y be able to get more inforration 
regarding the La:11rence fE.mily tree. A Chas U\vrence in Ht. Airy 

. a ~-e& grand son or Clay Lc.wrence and a son or Ch:ls gave me 
the CbD.s. s. address. -·· .. 

I am itta.chiJ1€ a list ro. 1 containing 'f:ll' f'e.ther, grand!'~ther, and 
groat§r.TMdfather o.nd tI·,en the fathers 
and l:lothers on rrr:r Grancl'"lotber side. 

I 
i 
l 

lio. 2 brothers and sisters of r:lY' fc~ther 
John Hesley Lt.wence 

No. 3 Sons and dcu&hters of John \lesley Lc.wrence 
of woo I am a son. 

I bear that Gr;indfatr..er Hanry Cl.iy Lc.vrence co.me to ~:1 c~· rror::J 
Henry Count7, Va. Is this correct accoreing to your ini'or::~tion1 

Will you plea.so furnish me with crty' in.for:.iction you ho.ve that is 
not listed in tl~o attc.ched. I D.!:1 nov retired !1J1d uill have more 
time to do ~o:.:e rosaarchine ar.d trc.cine and me.ybe I cwi fcllov 
the fa;i.:r.ily 0a.c:~ sor.c oia~.ce. I }';:.ye a son \.Ibo li Yea in Dnrhrun 
and c.s soon us you fllrnish Ee yaur info~tion I \Till give hL"l 
a cc-py and ho will ece wh~t ho ~n find in JU:lcigh Lil.Jr<lry. I 
vi.11 then co to Richnond, Va. end :see uhat I can find. . 

I 'Will furni:;h you ~-Tith o.rry inforCD.tion ve can .find, but it will 
talce tL~e. 

If at e.ny ti -: 1e you nrc up thi~ wc.y be sure to CZ!.11 on us. We 
c.re just sout1~ of Hy. 50 eicht bloc~:s on Glebe Rd. 

• 

·o.·.:~ ·-

S r CO ~~ ~. ~c..y-c.._s..,;..."' __ _ 

· .Tohn G. r.._..._\/ror.cc 
845 s. Globe ru.· 
ArlL'1:;to11, Vn. 22204 

•, · ~ 
. '). 

. -:: 

• 

1-yv"--
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Dear HeIU7t .. 
The attached is \iha.t I have bee trying to get together is the reason 
\lh:y' I have oot written so~er. Until recsnty I did not have much to 
tell yau. Take a look at lib.at l ban nen th,fuugh there ia a lot ot 
eturr 1n it and let me knov libat ycni think. I pit all.I found in it 
because I did not want to baW to go F.dc ~my notes again to 
did it out later. 

la I have written Wade, the us.net thlllg I hrn taand to aur ·r¢11' 
it the ones luted on p&ge I 6 ot tho attadwd und9r So-pt. 19, 18'° 
oeiurue. The age o! Benrr 33 tiguree out close to tba one on page I 2 
on census 1870 in canpe.rlloa and anr gnmdmother lia.nc,- aho\111 on page I 6 
Aug. 15, 1850 8.Ild the one on page I 2 vorka out vary close in canpe.rison. 
And the Jamee under Sept. 19, 1850 I hope to be able to prove that he 
is our greatgrendfather. It w oan fiLd ..ti.ere they are listed on th• 
censue prior to 1850 ma7be w '11/. can idQnti!y the 11hol8 tamil7. 
Vede's greawslld!ather Jamee Harrison had saved to N. c. prior to 
tb(}l850 censue, see liotilig .on page I 3 attached, u Zillah /. w.s 
22 in 1870 therefore .Temee had moved to I. c. prior to 1850. 

~ Yif e and I epent the day 1n licbmond ,.esterday end boy this ia SOM 
job digg~ thie up. We spent wo dayn in .Haleigh 8lld more than bal4 

' a day in Denmr,. and w Jrl.ght have to go be.ck to Rist-and aiM1 Henrr Co. 

Let me knov what )"CU can add to this and ve might be able to 1dentif'1 
our gree.tgrond!ather.. I think I have located him tor the first time 
on the 1850 censue but \19 D:Det get more intormation. 

·• 

I hope my vi.1"e and I oan be vith yc:AJ. at the reunion. Let me know just 
were it 1e going to be so ve vill know the a::act epot. 

Wait1ng to hear from ,-au. 
Begards, 

P. s. Il!I Claude and Nellie coming to the on? They wre ocming up 
here during the eummer b.lt I have not hca.nl trom than. Hope the,- make it. 

~

.~ .. -· 
.. . 



- ~ 

·~ 0 
OCTOBER 10, 1966 

~~: ·. · .. 

The following is the family of John 'Hesley and Sarah Elizabeth Francis Lawrence 
born at Francisco, Stokes Cotmty, N.C.: 

/'. . 

-~~ 

~<. 
.. -';.l •. :-~ 

i 

John :/esley Lawrence 
> S-1ra Elizabeth 
· Dovie (Daughter) j .-li.lliam N, (:3on) 

Grover c. (.:)on) 
Alpha (Daughter) 

-l Eugene v. 
George w'iesley 
John c. 

W::>odrow w. 

Velbom ft. 

Birth Death 

July 10, 1869 Februar.r 
July 19, 1871 January 

NoTamber 25, 1889 
April 12, 1891 
April 9, 1893 
July 16, 1892 June 
June 4, 1897 
Jime 7, 1899 June 
Jtme 24, 1901.i 

September 5, 1906 March 
July 10, 1910 February 

1''ebruary 29, 1913 May 
November 15, 1916 

Prepared by John G. Lawrence 
--~· 

•j 
-\""! .. 

;.; 
'.1 

Prepared 

--··1 -11~ 
. ( _) 

· ~ 
~ 

' .J 

~r0,n official records. 

- -' 7t" 

845 s. Glebe Rd 
Arlington, VA 22204 

~-~~ 
--~ · ··-~*l'11· . ·.·,.· •.• 

.. .. 

5, 1946 
23, 1949 

1922 
19, 1925 

1953 

27, 1965 
24, 1960 
7, 1953 

--~---· 



(:) Paee #1 

THE FOLLOi.frnG GENEAIDGY INFORMATION ON THE L.lWREllCE FAMILY OF JOHN G. LAWRENCE 

iiA.S OBTA.mED THROIDH ~RESF.ARCH BY JOHN G. LAWRENCE AND WIFE HAZEL FROM THE RECORDS 

/. AND DATES AS INDICATED BELOW: 

·j 
•. . ., .. 

~ 

.Raleigh, N.C. Archives, June 10, 1967 

Examined the following: 

l. Index of orginial wills in archives of Stokes Comity original wills. 

No Lawrence listed 

2. War of 1812 - Muster -Rolls Ind.ax 

Muster Rolls of the soldiers of the war 1812;:. Detached from the militia 
or N.C. ·in 1812 and 1814. Published in pursuant or the resolutions 
or the General Assemble of N.C. January 211 1951, Ralei~h, N.C. 1851. 
Reprinted 1926 by Barber Printing Co, Winston-Salem, N.c. 

Lawrence, Abram p. 36- 8th Compaoy Detached. from Granville Regiment. 
" Benjamin p. 78- Northampton Company-
" Caleb P• 40- 2nd Company Detached from Fi:st Guilford Regiment. 
" · Malachi p. ll8 rlllkes Company 
" Reubin p. 65 )rd company Detached from Bertie Regiment 

.- ~ 3. Marria"'e bonds Vol. 2, Groom Index I through S 
- - ~ F> 

' •• 4 

4. 

. ; ~ 

Groom Bride Date 
a. Lawrence, Willis Sarah :3ermet Septembe--rl7, 1839 

wtt. R.D. Golding, c.c.c. 
b. Lawrence, Wi.llis Chana Stultz December 17, 1846 

\dt. Jne. Hill, c.c.c. 
c. Lawrence, George w. Ciney J. Martin ~ovember 21, 1960 

\dt. J. Rierson, Jr. 

Index of war of 1812 Vouchers alphabetical list of War 1812 Vouchers. 
Prepared March 1962 by Maurice 

Name 
a. Lawrence, Abraham, Pvt 
b. Lallrence, James, Pvt 
c. Lawrence, Joshua, Pvt 
d. Lawrence, Watson, )rd Sgt 
e. Lawrence, Peter, Pvt 
f. Lawrence, David Pvt 

s. Telfer, Archivist II: 

.. .. ~~- ·--.. ~ . 
. ~: -

. ~ . 

Collllty 
Granville 
Chowan 
Chowan 
Carteret 
Chowan 
Carteret 

.. ~-"'I". -_·~ 

:~~: . 
-~.:~ ... ~.~~------------- --·-· 
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PaR:e #3 
CENSUS 1870 

QUAKER GAP TO\.liSHIP 

Name 
lge Last 
Birth Date airth Place 

LAWRENCE, James H. 60 + 

Chas 50 
Zillah A. 22 
\dlliam 21 
Matildia 16 
Henry 14 
Andrew J. 7 

CENSUS 186o POPULA.TION SHEDULES, N.C. 
SAMPSON - YANCY COUNTIES 
Film 2.50P 
Post Office Danbury Page 127 

John Lawrence age 22 or (42) fann leased 

VA 
VA 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
Nr. 

George Lawrence age 26 on page 179 of schedule 

ReYiewed Census 1840 and 1850 Population Sch,~dules, N.C. for 
Rutherford - Yancy Counties, Fillll 2.JP for 1840 

Film 2.40P for 1850 
Nothing shown on either film 

AT DANBURY, STOKES CDUNTY, N.C. JUNE 14, 1967 

1. ~iere inf onned that there were no records maintained on birth or 
on deaths prior to year 1913. 

2. The record of the dowery of Nancy Lawrence shown that 
Henry c. Lawrence died 28 September 1896. 

J. Henry c. Lawrence's estate of 153 acres less 44 acres of 
wife Nancy dowery was sold to the highest bidder on 11 March 1897 
by S.A. Moir, executor to Henry C. Lawrence for ~750..00, and 
wit. by A.R. Joyce, 11 March 1897 

'."":.ft' · 
-. ~7-""T"~--------- -

·.• 



, 
f o 

-. 
:1 

.. j 
. ·1 

{-: ·-· 
( 

Pa~e /I 4 

AT DANBURY, STOKES COUNTY, N .C. 

4. RECORDS OF WILLS BOOK 9, Stokes County Page 402 

~11 of Henry Lawrence 21 June 1892 and June 1, 1893, one third 
to wi.f e Nancy her life time then a1J. to be sold at highest bidd~r 
and all proceeds to be devided equally among heirs: 

Margaret 
Jane 
Samuel J 
John 
Henry c. 
J.N. 

wife of John Bondurant 
wife of Jolm Dodson 

' 
N~cy now wife of John Ea.st. The children of Julia Francis 
deceased wife of M. Francis to wit: Nannie Palmer, wife of 
Robert Palmer, A minor without guardian, and resident of 
W. Va. Bettie Francis, a minor without guardian and resident 
of Stokes County, Thos. Francia a minor without guardian and 
residence of Stokes County. 

Sworn before N.C. Petree, c.s.c. 10 July 1896 

5. Index to Real Estate Conveyances L through M. Grantees from 
1787 Stokes County, N.C. Page 97 - Grantees& 

Lawrence, William year 1826 recorded in register book 9 
pa,ge 3, kind of instrument, "B-Salo". Granter Elizabeth 
Bostick", purchased negro child 1yr9 mos. for $87.00, 
name, "SALINA" 

You will not that some of the record.a shows the family name 
as Laurence and others Lawrence, I feel that the spelling 
of taurence was made in error by the ones keeping the records 
as I-doubt the family ever spelled their name other than 
Lawrence since it was originally established in English. 

· --~ .. ~. .... . 
-.~ . 
. ~~ 
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J 
40 THE FOLLOWING WAS OBTAINED FROM THE STATE LIBRARY 

AT RICHIDND, VA ON AUGUST 2, 1967 8Y JOHN G. AND 
HAZEL M. LAWRENCE, ARLINGTON, VA. 
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AT RICHMOND, VA 

1. Henry Cotmty, Virginia, General Index to marri~es of males A through L 
1853-1949. Reel #JO Positive. 

The writing was so dim that we could not identify any names. 

2. Henry County, Virginia. Index to marriage registers 1778 - 1849 
Marriage register 1778- 1849 

Reel # 37 Positive 

3. 

4. 

In addition to what Wade Lawrence furnished me November 20, 1966 reg:.::."': :-::.:-.:. 
James Lailrence marring Martha Johnson and oth~rs on the same page we 
found: 

Ferbe Lawrence married William Perkins.on January 10, 1825 
Rayney 11 married James B. Law November 28, 1846 

her father Henry Lawrence - wit: Darling and Samuel Lawre..-rice 

Arthur F. Lawrence's Minister was Richard B. Beck. --
On Reel 1137 shows John Cobler married Sally 3oulden 
January 11, 1827 -- Minister Arnold Walker. These are the 
parents of my grandmother Nancy Cobler, wife of my grandfather 
Henry Lawrence who died September 28, 1896. These will be 
listed below under 1850 Census as of August 15, 1850. 

Virginia 1820 Census Schedule of list of Inhab. Henry and Nancemond 
counties showed NONE • 

1830 Census Henry showed NONE. 
William Lawrence the following: 

1 of 5 and under 10 years 
2 of 15 " " 20 years 
1 of 20 " " JO years 
1 of 50 " 11 60 years 
1 of 40 " " 50 years 
1 under 5 years 

Spetalvania County page 88 shows under 

Under Willis Lawrence 
1 thder 5 yrs. 
1 of 5 and under 10 years 
1 of 30 n " 40 yeara 

· 1 under 5 
1 of 10 under 
1 of 30 under 

15 years 
40 years 

5. 1840 Census Henry County Reel 38 Positive shows NONE • 

..;.. 



d : dead 
prepared July, 1961.t J)~ l)J. AJ->. 

ma: marrj_ed 

CHJIRLOTTE ANN SMITH 
..._ 3orn;1lenr~ Co.~2.. ~ . 

February,d,l8~~arricd . l8Y'\~-1· -y , ---1 
JAHES HARRISO:-J LA~ .. mEEcV ZELLA\ . ~., \ 
Born :Henry Co. Va. mLTesse EElJRY 
October, 2, 1810 _ I'urdlebnserepta TILDA i ANDREH J. 
Died 1888 Buried at 11 Doss Q.uarters 11 \_ca~:e~ell \ m,Jim . (Bud) 

White Plains, N. C. ~\-:ens \ m, Hlnnis 
J ames H .L:iwrcnce mar:r-icd El1:z.abeth B .Pearson 1/ 9/1832 -----\Draut;l1n 
\"ltnessed by Arthur F.and LTesse Lawrence 
He mo.rricd Jrnn Smith November 1846 
Wltnessed by Eenry Lm~ronce recorded in the Clerk of Court Office 
Henry County,Virsinia. 

MATILDI A (TISE) CIJUSTIAN 
-----B-on1-, octobc·:r ;1-3 ~ -1 848' ___ _, 

Died,February,1936 

l 

married September 5,1870 
.Stokes Co .lLC. 

~his family from Stokes to Surrv 
ccufrcy ~-:-ortl1CaroTina in-llie ·
fall of 1885 . To n. pl-?,C e l:n.oHn 
as (D03S QUARTERD) near White 
Plains ,N .c ~ 

trlLLTAll AHD~~-:sc~T L.t.'IRElJCE 
--B-6rn ;J U ... Yl. e 2 ; ~ cl1.9 . --- -- .. - -----

Di od September,1913 

_ Their Children 
_ _._RQBER_T F:!lC.t~J::'l,IJI..s d Hary Fox 

born,1-i:ay 21,18f>4" Joll .... 11. i'/ile3r 
died,May 1961 Herbert 

married Charles 
Roda Simpson,a Robert JrG 

Georc;e 
RobGrta 

Children: Robert, James, Charles 
Willis, Hartie, Luther 

_Jl\JJES... REID. d', __ 
born,April 6,lB~o 
died Harch 196-:S 

Their Children 
Percy 

- '< 

married -~ 
Ella Hutchins, 
she died Sept~l941 
ma.Lillian Badgett::c-no childBen 

CHJU-:U.ES SOLO?-:ill~ ( Docto:c o\·n~-eCi-a 1-tot:pital in Winston ) 
(Salem,N.C.also Col. in World War I) 

Born August 1,1878 Their Chi1Gren 
~ied June 1930 Chs.rles Llr. 

ma:cr:i.od 
Alice Smith Geor5e ,d 



---,'IILLfs · FUL'io:.J L1\wmffrc:E--- '1Ti8 ir;- ch:'LTcrr-011---- -
born, scrJtcmber 18, 1880 Troy, a. Kermit, d 
died,Deccmber,1937 Doro.,d Virelnia 

rno.rr~1.ed Leno.,d (ellci.ude )twins 
Etta Smith \Hl1:lam,C.(Clyde,d ) 

Oscar,d Huth 

LAUH.l\. IIAES~·IE LAWRENCE -T1i-e:rr-···ch-ildren 
born :·:o.rch, 1882 Ch::trlea, d 
died ~arch,1954 Roscoe 

married Armie, d 
Hill H1att Burton 

Alina 
F'red 

Ray 
Reid 
·\li.ce 
biLLo.rd 
Effie 
Garfield 

:MAHTIN LUTHER Lil.WRENCE 
born April 15, 1884 
Stokes County, N.C. 

Their Children 
Dillard 
Eileen 
Walter 

Perry 
Glenn 
Lela 
Gladys D 
Rachel 
Albert 

. \. 

marr ied 
Pearl Shinault (Tom) 

(Lula D) 
Wade 

twins 

I 

I 
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Woodrow Wilson, son, born February 23, 1913, died May 7, 
1955. Buried at Big Creek Church cemetery, Francisco, N. C. 
Married Eda Collins at Francisco, N. C. No children. · 

He was a tobacco farmer. 

Welbern Richard, son, born May 15, 1916, died September 4, 
1969. Buried in the family cemetery at francisco, N. C. 

At the time of his death he was a tobacco farmer; also 
employed by the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Winston-Salem, N. C. 

First marriage was to Emily Marie Ayers, January 15, 1938. 
She was born January 4, 1916, died April 11, 1944. Two (2) 
children: 

Norman Richard, son, born February 1 1 1939 
William Green, son, born November 26, 1941 

Second marrinee was to Claudie }1arie Gates, April 5, 1947. 
She was born June 26, 1920. Three (3) children: 

Donald Gray, son, born January 3, 1950. Married· 
Joyce Ann Kidd, July 10, 1971; she born April 12, 1953. 

Sarah Mae, dauehter, born March 7,1951. Married Ray 
Southern, June 18, 1971. He was born February 17; 1951. 

Terry Welbern Gates, son, born December 28, 1960. 

CF.APTER IV SUBSECTION 9 

Nancy Lawrence, daughter, born about 1861. Married John F. East 
Septe~ber 16, 1882; she 21 and he 21. No other records found. 

CHAPTER lV SUl3SECTION 10 

William, son, born about 1862. Died when he was about 18 years 
old, according to my father, John Wesley. The U. S. Census of 
1880 showed he was 18. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 11 

Sarah Martha Lawrence Bondurant, daughter, born 1872. Married 
John H. Bondurant December 21, 1893; she 20 and he 21. He was born 
January 26, 1873, died April 22, 1946. She was buried on his farm 
near the old Lawrence cemetery, where her father and mother, Henry 
and Nancy Cobler Lnwrence, were buried. 
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Dear Henrrs 

Aug. 3, 1967 

. The attached ia what I haft bee irJD1 to get together is the reuon 
why I have not written 80CIDV. Until rec•v I did not have mch to 
tell 7ou. Take a look at •t Jaw ft9 ~h there 1a a lot ot 
etatf' in 1 t and let • bow at ,m. tldak. I pit all I found 1n it 
becauae I did not wnt to 1ltatlll te • 111*·111zoach rq not.a ap1n to 
did it out later. 

u I baT• vrittea ... , ta. .......... I .. ,. t--4 to CIU' t~ 
it the ••• 11eW • ,... I 6 et the dtaellM 1lllde lelJ'. 19, 1890 
oeAeu8e !he ea- of 1ml7 J3 fSpNa oU elOH to i'.M one OD page # 2 
on omame 18?0 1D ~ ad cmr .,.....,tiler luq ehovn on pace I 6 
Aug. 15, 1850 a4 th• cme • ,..e I 2 w1b •t wrr oloee 1n omape.r1eon. 
And the Jamee UJKler Sept. 19, 1850 I !lope to be able to proTe that lie 
1• om- greatgrandfat.her. It w ou t1ad 1dm'e 1lb87 are lleted Oil tu 
cenne prior to 1850 MJbe w .JI. - S4eaUf7 the wbal'e taiq • 
Wad•'• gr•tcramt•t.ber .T-• IUTiHll bad MYed to 1. c. ~ to 
the 1850 cmm1, •• liatiq ,Clll page I 3 attaabed, a f!'Uleh ' .. 
22 in 1870 therefore 1 .... 1ul4 acwed to 1. c. Jll'ior to 1850. 

lfJ wite and I spent the daJ' 1D l.1.cblcmd J98'erda7 and boy' th1a ill -
job diging thi• up. Ve apmt 'M daJ'8 a laleigh and more than baa 
a dq 1n Danb.lry and w mpt haft to p baok to i.1___. Uld B.:117 o.. 
Let me knov what ;ym can Md to thie and w lllilht be able to 1dentU7 
oar greatgrondtather.. I tb1lllc I have looaW h1a tor the f'iret t1M 
OD the 1850 Cen8U8 mt W m8t pt JIOr9 Dfomation. 

' I 

I hope 'l1q vite and I oa be with JtG at t.he reunion. Let me knov Jut 
vhere it 1a goiDg to be eo ve vill know tM aact epot. 

Waiting to hear tram 7oa. 
18prda, 

P. s. le Claude and lellie ccmtng to the on? They were oca1nc up 
here during the 11U111Hr mt I have not Mm't trom thm. Hope tbq Mb it. .-
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OODY 
F U N E R A L SERVICES 

Dr. Benjamin Jones Lawrence, Jr. September 07, 2008 

Benjamin Jones Lawrence, Jr., MD, 83, of Cana, VA passed away Sunday, September 
7, 2008, at his home. Dr. Lawrence was born December 11, 1924, in Raleigh, to the 
late Benjamin Jones Lawrence, Sr., MD, and Carolyn Thomas Lawrence. He graduated 
from Needham Broughton High School in Raleigh, attended North Carolina State 
University and the University of North Carolina. He received his degree in medicine 
from Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia. He proudly served our country in the 
United States Navy during World War II and the Korean Conflict. He served his 
internship in Charlotte and residency in surgery at Wake Forest North Carolina Baptist 
University in Winston-Salem, finishing in 1956. He then moved to Mount Airy where 

he conducted his surgical practice at Northern Hospital of Surry County until his retirement in 1987. He 
was a 50 year member of the North Carolina Medical Society and also the Wake County and Surry 
Yadkin Medical Societies. At Northern Surry Hospital, he served as chief of staff and also years on the 
staff executive committee. He spent time on the Board of Trustees at the hospital. Dr Lawrence was 
associated with the Surry Heart Association, the Museum of Regional History, and was a rotarian. An 
avid sports enthusiast, he aJso found time for his main hobby, model trains. Dr. Lawrence was a lifelong 
Baptist. He also attended church at First Baptist Church, Trinity Episcopal Church, and Mount Bethel 
Moravian Church. He is survived by his beloved wife of 22, Gaye Cain Lawrence of the home; a stepson 
and daughter-in-law of Mount Airy; a son of Henderson; a daughter of Carrboro; a son out of state; 
eight grandchildren; and a sister and brother-in-law, Betsy Tom and Sam Homewood of Kentwood, VA. 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his father-in-law, Boyd Cain. A graveside service 
will be conducted at 11:00 AM Wednesday, September 10, 2008, at Oakdale Cemetery by Rev. Todd E. 
Byrd. The body will be entombed in the family mausoleum. Full military rites will be conducted by VFW 
Memorial Honor Guard Post 2019 of Mount Airy and Post 9436 of Pilot Mountain. There will be no formal 
visitation. A registry book will be available at Moody Funeral Home in Mt. Airy. In lieu of flowers, any 
memorials may be made to Mount Bethel Moravian Church, 170 Mount Bethel Road, Cana, VA 24317, or 
Mountain Valley Hospice and Palliative Care, 401 Technology Lane, Suite 200, Mount Airy, NC 27030. 
The family would like to express a special thanks to Sabrina McKeithan and Penny Smith for the care 
given during his illness. 

http://www.moodyfuneralservices.com/print. php ?op=print&id= 1788 919108 
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Frank Lawrence 

82 
Mount Airy 

Wife, Clem; daugbten· Sheila Bdtn.onds()n of 

Asheboro, Dianne I<ooh and Susan McGQwan of 

Mount Airy; seven. grandchildren. 

R.J. Reynolds High School, attended High Point 

College before WWII. 
OCCUPATJQN; Re~ fro~ Uqited Technology 

HOBBIES: l>rinking coffee atJLu-Luts Bar· (AAA .. Dmgs) 

Chicken livers 

Big Band 

Gone With The Wmd 

The Robe. by Lloyd Douglas 

Bright outlook on life has always 
made Frank Lawrence shine 
By CAROLINE BEAMER 

Staff Writer 

Anyone brave enough to 
admit that his favorite food is 
chicken livers has got to be 
someone with personality. 
Meet Frank Lawrence. He is 
the kind of person who has 
never met a stranger and who 
loves to share a laugh. 

Lawrence also loves to tell 
stories and he is pretty darn 
good at it. He shared a few for 
this profile. 

"In 1930 my brother, 
Edward Lee, and I entered the 
Children's Home (in Winston
Salem). I was 10 years old and 
Edward Lee was eight. Edward 
Lee stayed in the Children's 
Home only four years while I 
stayed there through high 
school. We were in the middle 
of the Depression. Mom had 
four children and Daddy had 
died. We had a hard time get
ting over that, sending us there 
away from home, and she did, 
too, but in the long run it was 
for the best." 

Lawrence said the arrival of 
local hero W.D. 'Bill' Murray 
changed things for the better. 
The orphanage hired Murray, a 
football star who had just grad
uated from Duke University, to 
be the athletic director. A foot
ball team was formed and 
Lawrence was on it. 

"At 15 years old you were 
on the scrub football team. We 
scrimmaged the Varsity team 
and they beat us up pretty well. 
We learned how rough and 

tough it was but we could stand 
it. 

''The following year I was 
on the first team as fullback 
(number 66.) My weight then 
was probably about 160 
pounds. So we started, and we 
had a tough schedule but we 
went undefeated. One team on 
our schedule was Gaffney, S.C. 
They didn't count on our team 
being so strong. I guess they 
figured those little orphan 
boys, they're wild; they didn't 
know what in the world they 
were doing. Our assistant 
coach went down and scouted 
them. Monday morning when 
we started practice, he had the 
group come together. He said, 
'Fellows, this week we're 
going to play Gaffney, S.C., 
they have the best football 
team I've ever seen, and I've 
seen a lot of them. I officiated a 
lot of these high school games. 
I know what they are like. ou 
boys will be lucky to stay on 
the field with them. You are in 
for some battles.' We went 
down there and beat them! 
From then on, I kept kidding 
the assistant coach. 'Now 
who's got the best team you 
ever saw?' he said, 'You guys!' 
Our team won 35 games in a 
row.' The Gaffney players were 
good sports. They came in our 
dressing room after the game 
and congratulated us. They 
could not believe that a bunch 
of little orphans could have 
such a team. The whole town 
turned out for that game." 

Lawrence explained that 

even though the students from 
the Children's Home attended 
R.J. Reynolds High School, 
Murray decided to have a sepa
rate Children's Home football 
team, knowing that it would 
probably be the only chance 
for many of the boys to play. 

"We played at Mount Airy 
with the boys I grew up with. 
We beat them three times. Each 
time, at the end of the game, I 
would go over to Coach 
(Wallace Shelton) and say, 
'Coach, good game. You have 
a great team here.' He'd say, 
'I'm mad at you for beating up 
my boys like that!'" 

Lawrence remembers his 
experience at the Children's 
Home fondly, and he remained 
close to his mother. During 
those difficult times, though, 
he realized he was better off, in 
many ways, to be in the home. 

"Everrbody had a job at the 
· n o e. , s you le

vated up, you had a different 
job to do, pulling weeds, etc. 
When you were young, you 
worked on a farm. You pulled 
weeds out of the garden; you 
hoed the garden; or maybe 
you'd pick greens, or you'd dig 
potatoes. You may not be the 
one digging them, but you'd 
clean them and put them in 
bushel baskets, ready to eat 
year round. It took a lot to feed 
those approximately 400 chil
dren. 

"At one time I told some of 
them that we had made a good 
decision about staying there, 
because we ate better than the 

people outside in that hard 
time. We had all the milk we 
could drink; all the meat... 
good meat, donated by the 
Chathams in Elkin. We had 
everything that we needed to 
eat, and we ate ... the more we 
ate, the more we grew. 

"Little girls would work in 
the laundry first and then 
they'd move up to waiting on 
tables, working in the main 
dining room kitchen, and then 
continue on to different ·obs 
around the place. My job at the 
children's home when I was 
about 16 years old was to go 
around and get the fires started 
in the morning in all the build
ings. I had to get up early to do 
that-throw coal on them, get 
them started. One of my house
mates got up at four a.m. to go 
milk the cows. He'd come in 
and raise all the windows-it'd 
be freezing outside. He'd say, 
'All right! It's time to get up!' 

"My job the last few years I 
was there was mowing all the 
grass on the property. I got so 
suntanned in high school. I got 
nicknamed 'Blackie."' 

Lawrence is still called by 

that nickname. 
"In 1937 I missed a whole 

year of school and football 
because of rheumatic fever, but 
I went on to play again after 
that year. Bill Murray left after 
I did and went to coach at the 
University of Delaware. He 
had a good record there, and 
then went to Duke once a job 
opened up there. And he had a 
good record there, also. After 
he retired from coaching alto-

ether, Bill Murray said that 
going to the Children's Home 
was the best thing he had ever 
done. He found out just exactly 
what one could get out of him
self when he wanted to. 

"I graduated from Reynolds 
High School and told Pop 
Woosley (the headmaster), 'If 
you have anybody here that 
you can't place after they grad
uate, or if you have anybody 
here you can't handle, you just 
call me up, and I'll see ifl can't 
do something about it. A few 
years later, after I was married, 
he called me and said he had 
one that had no family, no fam
ily at all. I said, 'Well, send 
him up here, which he did, and 

we merged. That child merged 
right into our family. We had 
one other time when he had a 
boy down there that he just 
couldn't control. I said, 'Well, 
bring him up here, Pop. Let me 
have him.' He lived with us to 
start with, merged right into 
our family. I gave him a job up 
at United Technology. I was 
foreman then, and he loved that 
work. It was a very fine job, 
and he loved it. Both of these 
children that came up-from th~ 
Children's Home married girls 
here in town and had a family, 
and did well, but both of them 
passed away in their 40's. But 
they did well here in Mount 
Airy. The mother of one of 
them came up one day and 
thanked me for all that I'd 
done. I said, 'I haven't done 
anything-he did it all!"' 

It's that kind of outlook on 
life that has made Frank 
Lawrence so liked and loved in 
his community. A positive atti
tude and always faithful, has 
given him lasting values to 
share. 
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CHAPTER III SUBSECTION 2 

The u. s. Census for 1870 showed James' age 83 and Charlotte's 
age 40 in Stokes County, N. c., Quaker Gap ToW'Ilship, Martins 
Lime Kiln Post Office. They had moved to Stokes County about 
1862, as James' mortal.ity record showed he had lived in Stokes 
County 18 years prior to his death. 

CHAPTER III SECTION 3 

My par~nts, John Wesley and Sarah Elizabeth, told me many times 
that James' second wife was Nancy Woodall. No information vas 
found on her in any records searched. They al.so told me that 
James was in the War of 1812. He died without knowing he was· 
due a pension and after his death she drew a total sum of the 
pension and continued to draw monthly until her death. 

The records searched in the Washington, D. c. Archives did not 
show James' 1812 war service fr~ Virginia, nor Nancy drawing 
a pension. Further research in the Washington Archives might 
reveal something. If James was listed in a North Carolina 
Army Unit, it could be true. Charlotte, his last wife, could 
have drawn a pension and listed his services from N. c. even · 
though he was living in Va. at time of service. This I did 
not check. If any information is loceted in the future, it 
can be inserted on this sheet. · 
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CHAPTER IV 

HISTORY OF HENRY LAWRENCE, HEIRS AND FAMILIES 

Henry Lavrence, a farmer, son of JAMES, SR. born 1817 in Virginia, 
died September 28, 1896, in Stokes County, North Carolina. He 
vas buried in the 11Lawrence 11 family cemetery on his tobacco fann 
about ti.To miles south of U. s. Post Office, formerly Francisco, 
N. C. Henry is the only heir of James, Sr. vho could be identi
fied by name. The cemetery vas fenced and a large head stone 

· was installed in year 1968 py Henry Play Lawrence, Dobson, 
Route 1, Surry County, VJ.rgift!a4V, l. ,· 

CHAPTER IV, SECTION 1 

Henry married Nancy Cobler of Virginia about 1851. The 
August 15, 1850 U. s. Census shoved her and her pD.rents John 
and Sally Bouldin Cobler, al.ong "1th her brothers and sisters. 
John's age 49, Sally 42 and Nancy 21. Nancy's parents married 
January n, 1827. 

CHAPTER IV, SECTION 2 

Henry and family moved from Henry County, Va. to Stokes County, 
N. C. and settled on Dan River near the Old Hugh's Quarter. The 
U. S. Census of 1870 shaved they were located in Peter's Creek 
Tovnship, Stokes County, N. C. The 1870 U. S. Census, Stokes 
County, N.C. shovs the folloving listing of Henry and family: 

Name Age Last Appro. Actual Birth Date Died 
Birth Date Birth Per Famil:y: 

Henry (father) 52 1817 28 Sept., 1896 
. Nancy (mother) 43 1829 15 Apr., 1900 

Julia A. 18 1852 
Samu.el J~ 16 Apr. 19,1854 Jan. 19,19ll 
Mary Jane 13 Apr~ 29,1859 July 20,1920 
James N • 10 Apr. 29,1860 JU.ly 8, 1925 
Henry C. 8 Nov. ~8,1861 Nov. 14,1923 
Lucindia 1864 
John W. 6 July 10,1869 Feb. 5, 1948 
Nancy 4 1861 
Martha. 2 1872 

U. s. Census for 1880 shovs a WILLIAM, 18 years. 
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CHAPTER IV, SECTION 3 

The ages listed on census do not in all cases agree with the 
actual dates :f'urnished by the families and on other records. 
This is typical of old record~ in many of the older families. 

CHAPTER IV, SECTION 4 

At the _ time of Henry's death, SeptE:1?11ber 28, 1896, he owned the 
farm where he was buried. 'Pie records of the dowry of Nancy 
Cobler, his wife, at ~bury, Stokes County, N. c. show the 
fa.rm consisted of 153 acres. 

CHAPTER IV, SUBSECTION 1 

"The Record or 'Wills Book 9, page 402, Danbury, Stokes County, 
N. c.n showed the will of Henry Lawrence dated 21 June 1892 and 
June l, 1893, one-third to wife Nancy in her life t:im.e; after 
death her dowry part was willed to Margaret by Henry, then the 
remaining to be sold to highest bidder and all proceeds to be 
divided equally among the heirs: · 

Margaret (Martha) .wife of John Bondurant 
Jane n n John Dodson 
Samuel J. 
John 
Henry c. 
J. N. 
Nancy, now wife of John Fast 
The children of Julia Francis, deceased wife of 
M. Francis, to w~t: Nannie Palmer, wife of Robert 
Palmer, a .minor without guardian and resident of 
W. Va. Bettie Francis, a minor without guardian and 
resident of Stokes County. Thos. Francis, a minor 
without guardian and resident of Stokes County. 

CJUµ>TER IV, SUSS.ECTION 2 

The Henry Lawrence estate of 153 aqres, less 44 acres of wife 
Nancy's dowry, was sold to the highest bidder on 11 March, 1897 
by s. A. Moir, Executor, to sap Heriry Clay Lawrence, for $750.00 
and vitneosed by A. H. Joyce 11° Ma:rch 1897. 
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CHAPTER IV SECTION 5 

The following are sons and daughters and history or the ·heirs 
of Henry and Nancy Cobler Lawrence: 

CF.APTER IV . SUBSECTION 1 

Julia. Ann Lawrence, daughter, born about 1852, died 
unkno'Wil. Married Melchisedeck Francis December JO, 1873; 
she 22 and he 25. They had children, unknown. She died 
prior to Henry's will which was dated June 21, 1892. 
Julia lived in Quaker Gap Towship, Stokes County, N. c • 

• CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 2 · 

Samuel Jesse Lawrence, son, born April 19, 1854, died 
January 1911. Married Nancy Moss January 14, 1875; he 21, 
she 16, Quaker Gap Township, Stokes County, N. C. They 
lived and were buried on their farm about two miles south 
of the former Francisco, Stokes County, N. c. Post Office. 

Their children were:· 

Anna V,, Alice and Mnry Lilla. 

Anna V. Lawrence, born about 1876, died unknow. 
Married Drewry Holt October 14, 1894; she 18, he 22. 
Had two children. 

Alice Lawrence, born about 1877, died unknown. Married 
James Bondurant July 14, 1895; she 18, he 20. Lived on 
their farm adjoining her father's. 

Their children: 

Sons, Joseph ~d Kermit; daughters, Lellia and Edith. 

Mary Lilla Lawrence, born about 1881, died in the 1970 1s. 
Married William P. Si.Imnons December 26, 1901; she 20, 
he 22. 

Had children. 
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CHAPTER . IV SUBSECTION :r 
Mary Jane Ln\lI'ence Dodson, daughter, born April 19, 
1859, died July 7, 1920. Married John Wesley Dodson 
May 22, 1892; she JO, he 40, Peters Creek Township, . 
Stokes County, N. C. He was born October 8, 1859, 
died April 6, 1929. They lived near Danbury and in 
Walnut Cove, N. c., Stokes County. 

Their children: 

Daughter, Kate Dodson Bennett, born June 25, 1895. 
Son, Dillard, born October 13, 1898. 
Daughter, Pearl Dodson Harger, born June 11, 1902, 

died November 17, 195J 
Son, Henry, died an infant. 

Kate lives at Ea.st Bend, N. er. and Dillard died 
about 197.3. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 4 

James Nicholas Lawrence; son, born April 6, 1850 
or 1860, died July 8, 1925. Married I~abella 
Martin November 14, ·~ she born August JO, 1859, 
died November 2, 1927; Marriage records at Danbury, 
N. c. shov him 22, her ~9., Peters Creek To'Wnship, 
Stokess County. · They moved near Mt. Airy, Surry . 
County, N. C. in the 1900 ' s; buried near there. ).i · '·'-' L~ 

Their children: 

Daughters: Mattie, Jennie, Nannie, Anna, 
Lula, ~j.e and Maggie; 

Sons: Sande:!;'.'s and ~be!'_:t! 

/1/ 
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CHAPTER IV ' SUBSECTION 5 

Henry Clay Lawrence, son of Henry and Nancy Cobler, born 
November 18, 1861 in Stokes County, -N. c., died November 14, 1923, 
buried Dobson, Surry County, N. c. · Married Susan Emnia Moss of 
Patrick County, Va., born November 18, 1864, died September 21, 
1904. Had ten children by Susan F,znma Moss~ · 

William Jesse, Henry Clay, Samue+, Thomas Jasper, Robert E~, 
Charles Edear, Susan, Claude Crocket, Alpha anq John. 

His second marriage was to Lol.lise:Slansett. Buried in 
SUrry County, N. C. · 

Two children: Arthur Jackson a;nd Elsie Louisa 

William Jesse Lawrence, born October 26, 1886, died 
February 24, 1971. Married Katherine Virginia Shepard 
December 27, 1905; he 19, she 18, She was born April 4~ 
1888, Quaker Gap Township, Stokes Coiinty, N. c. They had 
12 children. -

Jesse lived a considerable time in Surry County, N. c. before 
moving near Greensboro, N, c. Most of his children live 
around Greensboro and High Point. Jesse was a retired farmer. 

Henry Clay Lawrence, born April 5, 1888. Married (first) to 
Eva E. Blansett September 25, 1907; she born April 8, 1890, 
died July 6, 1919, Quaker Gap Township, Stokes County, N. C. 
Two children: Dorsey E. and Flossie~ 

Henry's second marriage was to Etta Mae Smith, July 3, 1920; 
she born April 18, 1896, Surry County, N. C. They had eight 
children. 

Henry Clay was born in Stokes County, N. c., Quaker Gap 
Township. He moved to Surry County, where he owned and 
operated a tobacco farm for many years near Dobson. He was 
a supervisor in the pperation of a tobacco warehouse in 
Winston-Salem, N. C.,'during season, for years. He retired 
at home on the farm. A dairy is being operated on his fnrm 
by his family. 
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Samuel Lawrence, born 1893, died 1955. Married Bertie George 
of Franci~co, Stokes County, N. C. He owned and operate~ a 
tobacco fann near Francisco for many years. No children. 

Thomas Jasper Lawrence, born May 5, 1894, died October 21, 1919. 
Served in the U. S. Arrey durine World War I. Unmo.rried. Died 
after the war. 

Robert E. Lawrence, born January 26, 1892, died October 27, 
1941. Married Ima Ayers, born Nay 1, 1896, died April 20, 
1967. Served in the U. S. Arrrry. Later served as Chief of 
Police of Ht. Airy, Surry County~ N. C. for many years, until 
his death. One Son: Robert E.~ Jr. 

Charles Edgar Lawrence, born September 30, 1892, died Y.iarch 20, 
1929. Married Minnie Ring, born January 13, 1893, died 
September 16, 1958. They lived in Mt. Airy, N. c., Surry 
County. Four (4) children. 

Susan Lawrence, born December 24, 1896. 
April 2, 1921. He born August 14, 1883. 
N. C. Four (4) children. 

Married Eugene Hill 
Both live in Mt. Airy, 

Claude Crocket Lawrence, born May 15, 1899. Married Nellie M. 
Fitzgerald August 12, 1923. She born April 16, 1903. He re
tired and living near Sanford, Florida. Four children, all 
living near him. He was in the contracting building of homes 
in Alexandria, Va. before retiring to Florida. 

Alpha Lawrence, born April 29, 1901. Married Carl Gentry. He 
died. She lives in Mt. Airy, N. C. Three (3) children. 

John Lawrence, born January 1, 1903. Youngest child of Henry 
Clay and Susan Eilllila Moss. Married .Mallie Carrico December 24, 
1924. Retired and living in Mt. Airy, One son: Roy L. 

t 
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CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 6 

Henry Clay Lawrence, son of Henry nnd Nancy Cobler Lawrence ~ : 
second murringe, was to Louisn Blansett. Two (2) children: 

Arthur Jackson, born December 1908. Married Mildred Hall 
1930. Ho was in the restaurant business for a number of 
years prior to purchasing a farm in Virginia on New River, 
where he and family operate a cattle farm. Five (5) children. 

Elsie Louisa Lawrence, born January 22~ 1913, Married Jim 
Cook November 23, 1928. Four (4) children. They live at 
Westfield, Surry County, N. c. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 7 

Lucinda R • . Lawrence, daughter, born 1864. Married George W. 
Hudson January 16, 1882; she 20 and he 23. Danbury, Stokes 
County, N. c. records. They had children. 

CHAPTER IV SUBSECTION 8 

John Wesley Lawrence, son, born July 10, 1869, at Francisco, Stokes 
County, N. c., died February 5, 1948, same address. Married Sarah 
Elizabeth Francis December 23, 1888, same address, Quaker Gap 
Township, N. c. She was born July 19, 1871, died January 23, 1949, 
daughter of William Riley and Mary F. Aaron Francis. They married 
October 6, 1870-; he born December 12, 1834, died July 14, 1907, · 
she born June 15, 1852, died May 18, 1927. 

After the mnrriage of John and Sarah, they moved into a cabin 
located on the approximately 100 acres of wooded land deeded to 
them by William Riley Francis. There they were pioneers in carving 
a living, raising a family, building a permanent home and raising 
mostly tobacco and corn. They had to cut down trees and clear the 
land before any planting could be done, because only two or three · 
acres of land was ready for planting. They soon built a permanent 
home, where they reared a family of eleven (11) children, and 
they both died in this homo. · 

John Wesley was one of the most progressive farmers in the area. 
As time went on he purchased equipment to make farming less 
difficult, such as o. wheat binder, machinery for harvesting hay, 
etc. They both helped their neichbors when they needed more help 
to eet thin~s done. He was a reo.l baseball and basketball fan. 
Actually I (John Gro.ham) pluyad on tho same team many a time 
when he was umpire • 

. ; 

•. 
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There were eleven (11} children born to John Wesley and Sarah: 

Dovie Lee, William Henry, Grover Cleveland, A1pha, Eug~ne 
Vester, George Wesley, John Graham, Bessie Queva, Raymond, 
Woodrow Wilson, Welbern Richard. 

Dovie Lee Lavrence Francis, daughter, born November 25, 1889 at . 
francisco, N. c., Stokes County, died February 19, 1972. 
Married Robert Edgar Lee francis Marcy 10, 1907; he born 
February 2z, 1882~ died February 2, 1935~ 

Their farm adjoined that of John Wesley Lawrence. They vere 
tobacco tanners. Lee F+ancis, in addition to being a farmer, 
also delivered mail in the rural area for the U. s. Post Office 
for many years. He vas also a progressive farmer. The crops 
varied, such as tobacco, bay, oats, and a large apple orchard. 
Their children: · 

Luther F.d.gar, son, born March 17, 1908, died December 11, 
l 970. Married Lucy Hanks ,J""uly 9, 1957; Lucy born June 13·, 
1907. Luther was buried at Francisco Presbyterian Church, 
Francisco, Stokes County, N. a. He served in the U • s. 
Air Force during World War II. He had a cattle farm and 
raised black angus. 

Walter Graham, son, born March 19, 1915, died May 7, 1955. 
Married Mozelle Schuyler November 25, 1939; she born June JO, 
1917. He served in the U. s. Marines during 1935. He vas an 
independent tobacco buyer, during the season. Children: 

Larry Graham, son, born February 1, 1943. Married 
Sandra Collins June 1963; she born April 16, 1945. 

Jerry Eugene, son, born October 8, 1949. Graduated 
from Wake Forest College, Winston-Salem, N. c. Now 
teaches in private schools. 

Gracie Maye Francis Cole, daughter, born December 18, 1917. 
Married Dr. John Walton Cole, Sr., November 27, 1937; he 
born March 2, 1909. She received her nursing training in 
Winston-Salem and practiced for a number of years as a 
registered nurse in Arkansas. She and Dr. John Cole now 
live in Malvern, Arkansas, where he is active in his 
medical practice. 
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Their children: 

Charlie Francis, daughter, born September 13, 1938. 
Married Samuel Levon Chaff:µi. 

Robin Lee, daughter, born Octoper 9, 1940. Married 
James William Glass. 

John Walton, Jr., eon, born October 6, 1942, Married 
Jane Delorise Howard. 

Jim Frank, son, born June 5, 1945, ::!erved in the 
U. s. Marines in the Vietnam War. 

Ella Louise Francis Palmer, born July 2.3, 1928. Married 
C. Glenn Palmer, February 14, 1951; he born December 15, 
192:7. He served in the U. S. Arrrry in the Korean War. 
She teaches in the public schools in Stokes County, N. C. 
Children;_ 

Charles Glenn, son, born December 20, 1956. 
Leann Francis, born November 'Zl, ~959. 

All children of Dovie Lee and Robert Edgar Lee Francis 
were born at Francisco, Stokes County, N. C. 

These child.re n died very young, prior to their teens: 
Devey, George, Roland and Robert Edvard Lee. 

William Henry, son, born April 12, 18911 died February 10, 1970. 
Married Birtie Smith February 14, 1915'of Francisco, Stokes 

· County, N. C.;' she born May 2, 1892. He oWDed a farm from time 
of marriage in the lover part of Stokes County, near the 
Rockingham County line, nbout five miles from Madison, N. c. 
H e vas buried at a church cemetery near his home. Three (3) 
children: 

A'. daughter died as infant. 

Landis Spencer, son, born on the family farm in Stokes 
County, N. C. Married Mary Esther Japes July 16, 194?; 
he 31 and she 30. He served in the U. S. .4.:rmy during 
World War II. Nov living on the . origiit~ fnnn where he · 
vas born. No children. 
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Carlis Wain, son, born November 24, 1920. Harried Lake · 
Mario Tuttle, November 6, 1945; he 24, she 2J. He served 
with the Navy on the Battleship "North Carolina" in the 
Pacific during World War II. . Retired from the lfavy ,· 
livine in Norfolk, Va. Two (2) children: 

Harold W., born February 22, 1947 
Susan M., born July 2, 1951 

Grover Cleveland, son, born April 9, ~893, died March 12, 
1922. Married Iris Flippin, Franciscq~ ~ •. c., December 27, 
1914; he 21, she 16. He was buried .at · his parents• 
cemetary on the farm at Francisco, N. C. One (1) child:: 

Tbama. A., son, born October 12,. 1917. Married Ann 
Barbee of Brooklyn, N. Y. in 1945., Hec:1;1erveclin the 
u. s. Army during World War lI~ Now living ~ Brooklyn. 

Alpha, daughter, born June 19, 1895, died July 15, 1897. 

Eugene Vester, son, born June 4, 1897. Married Ollie · 
Lawson October 22, 19171 Francisco, ·stokes County, N. C.; 
he 20, she 16. Farmer and carpenter. Seven (7) children 
by first marriage: 

Mozelle, 0--athline, EUgene, Jr., Evelyn, Cecil, 
Bailey and Nerene. 

Second marriage to Willie Foster. Now living in Ar1:._ington, 
Va. No children. 

George Wesley, son, born June 7, 1900, died June 23, 1958. 
Married Myrtle Albert, Januury 19, 1935, .. he J5 and she JO. 
One {l) child: · . "· . 

Gary Wesley, . son, born Ma.y 2, 1945· 

John Graham, son, born June 24, 1904~ Married Hazel May 
Dodgion September 5, 1931 nt Wytheville, Va. She born 
May 4, 1905, daughter of Willirun H •. and Nannie Dodgion, 
Wytheville, Va. 

He attended high school at King, N. c., Stokes County; also 
business schools and universities; National Business College, 

. Roanoke, Va.; Northwestern University, Chicago; Benjamin 
Franklin University, Washington D. C.; and International 
Accountant Society, Chicago. 

Retired from the Civtl Service Co~nission, Dept. of the Army 
July 31, 1964, after almost 31 yenrs of service in the Federal 
Go•rernr.iont. As of this date, li vine at 3908 Fairfax Parkway, 
Alexandria, Va. 22312, Fairfax County, Vn. 'l\to (2) children: 



Wallace Cornell, son, born August 1, 1932, Wytheville, 
Va. Grew up in Arlington County, Va., where he attepded 
Washington-Lee High School. He attended and received 
B. A. and M. A. degrees from Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
Blacksburg, Va. He served in the U. S. Arrrry. 

Married Sue Horne of Blackwood, Va. April 16, 1951; she 
born August 27, 1932. Two (2)' children: 

Allen Roy, son, born OctoQer 1.5, 1958 
David Cornell, son, born October 16, 1962 

Wallace, at the present time, is employed by the 
. International Business Machine, Durhmn, N • . c. 

Joan Dolores, daughter, born July 19, 1937, Washington, 
D. C. · She grew up in Arlington County, Va., where she 
graduated from Washington-Lee High School. She attended 
Art Institute in San Francisco, CaJ.if ., and Richmond 
Professional Institute, Richmond, Va. 

Married Leonard M. Wallace, Carthage, Miss.J March 15~ 
1956; he born May 7, 1935. Children three \'.3): 

Catherine Ellen, daughter, born September 28, 1959. 
John Niles, son, born August 20, 1964. 
Matthew Lawrence, son, born June 11, 1973. 

Joan and family reside in Jackson, Miss., where Leonard 
Wallace is employed as an electrician. 

Bessie Qµeva Lawrence Goodwin, daughter, born September 5, 
1906, died March 27, 1965. Married in 1935 ~o Roy Speight 
Goodwin; he born 1892, died 1966. Both buried in church 
cemetery at Ashby Heights, near McCain, N. C. No childreno 

Raymond, son, born July 16, 1910, died February 24, 1960. 
Buried at the family cemetery, Francisco, Stokes County, N. c. 
Unmarried. 

Served in the U. s. Army during World War II. 
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