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I I 
i I I DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF I 
~ i 
; i 

I ROBERTA ALICE WOODHEAD SHORT I I I 
I & I 
i I I RUTH .MARGARET MINICK I 
I I 
I I 
~ i 
I I 
I I 
~ I I The Surry County Genealogical Association would i 

I like to dedicate this issue of the Journal to Roberta I 
I Alice Woodhead Short and Ruth Margaret Minick. I 
I Roberta and Ruth were SCGA members for many I 
~ y i I ears. I 
~ I I Roberta passed away September 15, 2001. I 
I I I Husband, Jack Short, sons, Doug and David Short I 
I and daughter-in-law, Lorri Short, survive her. I 
I Grandchildren surviving are Trisha Short and Jack I 
I Grayson Short along with nieces and nephews. I 
I Roberta was the daughter of Clyde and Alice i 

I Gertrude Woodhead. I 
I I I Ruth passed away October 29, 2001. Nieces and I 
I cousins survive her. Ruth was the daughter of I 
II John David and Ida Creveling Minick. I 

I 
~ Both of these members were dedicated to historical ~ 

•1 and genealogical research from which we all shall I 
continue to benefit. I 

I I I The Surry County Genealogical Association I 
I members express their sincere condolences to the I 
I families. Roberta and Ruth will be greatly missed I I by the many friends they have made through their I 
I genealogical and historical work. I 
I ~ 
I i 
I I ~-.-.... ,.,-.-_.._....,..,_,..~~ .. / ......... ,.../ .... ________ /l_,,,_,,_,_,......,.._ .... .-_______ /l/l'/M'-..ro 



A Memorial Tribute To 

Ruth Margaret Minick 

NovemberB, 1907- October29, 2001 

Educator, Historian, AuOwr, Writer, Distinguished Citizen of Mount Airy and 
Surry County, Devoted Church worker, and in all things a Christian lady. 

By 
Rev. Dennis W. "Bud" Cameron, a friend and 

Register of Deeds of Suny County, North Carolina 

"Well done, Thau good and faithful servant. . . enter into the joy o(the Lord forever." 
(Matthew 25: 21) 

The transition of Ruth Minick, from this life to her heavenly abode, is a 
great loss to the legions of her friends, fans and admirers, here in Mount 
Airy, Surry County and around the state and nation. 

Ruth was the foremost historian of our county, an avid researcher, 
collector and teacher of our history. Ruth had an innate curiosity, tireless 
energy, and a wonderful sense of humor. 

Her great interest was in local history. She wanted to know what a person 
did during their life and how they got on with it, as well as how the people 
of the county and area lived together and were affected with those things 
in history going on about them. She was not that interested in genealogy, 
but knew that genealogical research and historical research were closely 
connected and complimented one another. She supported the work of the 
Surry County Genealogical Association and was a long-time member. She 
willingly shared her information and knowledge with the Association and 
was most appreciative for all the research and compilation of resource 
materials by members of the Association. 

Ruth Minick was probably the most outstanding citizen of Mount Airy and 
Surry County in the last half of the twentieth century and Surry County is 
blessed with many outstanding citizens and leaders who make 
contributions in different areas of our community and civic life. 

Ruth's long life is a story of devotion, service and commitment to her 
Church, her career as an educator, and to the people of Mount Airy and 
Surry County. Add to that her wonderful personality, her tireless energy, 
the twinkle in her eyes, her smile that was always just for the one she was 
with, her funny sense of humor and you have a hint of how special Ruth 
was to all who know her. 
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Ruth was born in Mount Airy the daughter of John David and Ida 
Creveling Minick. Both of her parents were natives of Pennsylvania where 
her parents had lived from the pre-Revolutionary war period. Her father, 
who had a master's degree from Bucknell University in Latin, and his wife, 
moved south to Lenoir, North Carolina where he became a president of 
Davenport College, a Methodist college. In 1899 the Minicks moved to 
Mount Airy where Mr. Minick became engaged in the bark business and 
later he became the owner of the old Spaugh Grist Mill and Foundry on 
Oak Street. The Minicks became very involved in the activities of Mount 
Airy. Both of Ruth's parents were ardent Methodist and members of 
Central Methodist Church. 

Apart from the time she was a student at North Carolina College for 
Women (now the University of North Carolina at Greensboro), she always 
lived in Mount Airy. She was an educator in the Mount Airy City Schools 
for forty-three years. For twenty of those years she was a classroom 
teacher and for twenty-three years she was a principal. During the early 
years she served as a principal, she earned her master's degree in 
elementary education from Peabody College in Nashville. She was an 
outstanding teacher of the fifth, sixth and seventh grades at Rockford and 
North Main Schools. She then served as principal at North Main School, 
South Main School, Rockford Street School and Mount Airy Junior High 
School. Her former students praise her. The stories about her are many 
and are told by adoring students with love and appreciation for her caring. 
Although she believed in discipline, her love for her students and her 
sense of humor are kindly remembered. 

After her retirement from education in 1972, she became interested in 
local history. There had been little knowledge of the history of the area. 
In 1971 Surry County's bicentennial went unobserved due to lack of 
understanding and interest. But that was before Ruth Minick got 
involved with local history. For the last three decades she devoted much 
time to research and the discovery of local history. She used her gifts of 
teaching to share her love of local history with the people of the county 
and beyond. 

Ruth was a leading member in the organization of the Surry County 
Historical Society and in saving and restoring the Edwards-Franklin 
House, a local historic home. She has served as treasurer of the Society 
from its formation. She served as an active member of the Surry County 
American Bicentennial Commission (1976), the Surry County Committee 
of America's 400th Anniversary (1984-1987), and the Mount Airy 
Centennial Committee (1992). She has published a book entitled, Central 
Methodist Church. Its Early Years 1829 -1900 and was the author of The 
Surrv Book. published by the Surry County Bicentennial Committee. One 
of the great projects of the local bicentennial committee was a booklet on 
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historic sites in Surry County. Ruth was not only involved in writing the 
booklet, she and Marion Venable and others discovered and researched 
the sites and pinpointed their location. Ruth served as a member of the 
Mount Airy Centennial Committee and was a contributor of information 
and articles published by the Mount Airy Centennial Committee in a book 
entitled, Collections and Re-Collections. 

Ruth is and probably will be best remembered for her weekly articles 
appearing first in the Mt. Airy Times and then in the Mount Airy News, 
entitled, "This and That about Surry County." She wrote this popular 
column weekly for over twenty-five years and continued to do so until just 
before her death at the age of ninety-three. She also, for five years before 
her death, wrote an article for Simple Pleasures, a publication of the Mount 
Airy News printed during the spring and summer months promoting 
tourism. The articles for this publication and many of her articles 
appearing in books have been written in the dialect of the earlier settlers 
in the area. She did much to preserve the unique dialect of the people, 
which is of Elizabethan origin. 

The Historical and Pictorial collection of the Surry County Historical 
Society might be called Ruth's collection. The collection exists largely 
because of her research and collecting information on the history of the 
area and its people. It is the primary collection in the county. She has 
been willing to share both her vast knowledge and this historical data with 
researchers from around the country. Ruth has spent much time in the 
Surry County Register of Deeds office searching the old records, as well as 
in State Archives in Raleigh, the Louis Round Wilson Library in Chapel 
Hill, Duke University Library and other places. Ruth has also been a 
speaker at probably every civic organization in the county and has spoken 
before hundreds of classes of school groups on local history. She was a 
teacher until the very end. 

I must also point out that Ruth became an early supporter of the idea of a 
museum of regional history. The Mount Airy Museum of Regional History 
exists today, largely as a testimonial of her work and the influence she 
had on getting others involved in local historical research and projects. 

There was not much known about the history of the area, nor was there 
much interest in local history. Ruth, more than any other person, 
changed that and now we are a people proud of the past and of those who 
made our area and communities great places to live, work, worship and 
play. 

She gave her life in worthwhile service. The people of her church, the 
thousands of students whose lives she has touched, and all of us who 
have a greater knowledge and appreciation of the past are and will 
continue to be indebted to Ruth Minick. Ruth never married though she 
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spoke of beaus and admirers of earlier days. I suspect she would not have 
had the time to bestow upon us the legacy she has left us if she had been 
married and had a family to tend to. 

On a personal note, I have known Ruth as friend and fellow history 
advocate for over a quarter of a century and have served with her on the 
Board of Directors of the Surry County Historical Society and on different 
historical commissions. I shall long treasure the hours we spent together 
this summer as she assisted me in historical research I was doing on the 
Kiwanis Club of Mount Airy and its charter members and past presidents. 

Ruth taught us that all of us should value the history of our area, state 
and nation. It is that history that has molded our communities, families 
and us into who we are. She also has taught us by example that each 
person is making a life story. It's what a person does in their life, 
contributes to the place they live, shares with the people around them, 
what a person believes in, and how they treat others, that matters. Ruth's 
life story deserves to be preserved and shared with others for generations 
to come. I know that her research remains, the organizations she was 
devoted to, the church she loved, the museum she was such a part of they 
also remain. Our historical knowledge and appreciation that she has 
given us remains. The influence she has had on her thousands of 
students now spread throughout our country is an ongoing legacy. 
However, all of these things will pass from memory as we who knew Ruth 
complete our work here. 

We need to continue to share and promote local history to generations 
unborn and help inspire others to get involved in the communities and 
organizations of our area that promote knowledge of the past and progress 
for the future. 

We need to find ways to honor Ruth's life, to keep alive her memory and 
the great contribution she has made to our area. She was Surry County 
and Mount Airy's own. She was our treasure--a treasure whose loss we 
deeply feel but she has blessed and inspired our lives. 

Heaven is a sweeter and a dearer place because Ruth Minick is there. 

She is survived by two nieces, cousins, a host of friends, the citizens of 
Mount Airy and Surry County, and friends she has made all over our 
country. 

Prepared at the request of the Suny County Genealogical Association for 
publication in the winter issue of the Association Journal. 
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Educator Honored 
Miss Ruth Minick, Local Educator; 

Gets 'Queen For A Day,' 'This Is 
Your Life,' Type Of Surprise Wed. 

~-?-"-7'17~ 
Miss Minick was escorted to 

Rockford Street School by 
Supt. B. H. °Tharrington. He 
and Miss Verona West, princi
pal of Rockford Street School, 
then lured her to the school 
auditorium, where she saw the 
sign on stage: 

"Ruth Mlnick, 'This Is Your 
Life'-1Queen For A Day'." 

· She was completely surpris
ed, she announced. She was 
presented with a dozen red 

roses and a crown an.d seated 
'°n a regal throne on stage. 

Jam es Bray, teacher at 
South Main, served as narrator 
for .the program, which consist
f'd for the most part of school 
children portraying Miss Min
ick in several school situations, 
interspersed with the reading 
of poems and statements from 
1he children praising the local 
educat01·. 

(Continued on' Page 2) 

Miu Ruth Minick, retiring principal of South Main Street 
School, was honored Wednesday with a "Thia Is Your Life" 
and "Queen For A Day" type aurpriae. In addition, Mayor May· 
nard Beamer iuued a proclamation setting forth th.e day a• 
"Ruth Minick Day'' at South Main and Rockford Street Sch!?~lsj · 

(TIMES Photo) 



EDUCATOR HONORED 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Whoever said that something 
is not a secret if more than one 
person knows it didn't have the 
teachers, other school person
nel and many of ,the students 
of South Main Street School 
and Rockford Street School in 
mind. 

They combined their resour
ces and talents to give Miss 
Huth Minick, principal of 
South l\Iain Street School and 
a we11-known local educator 
for 41 years, a complete sur
prise-of the ' 4This Is Your 
Life" and "Queen For A Day" 
type-'\Vcdnesday morning at 
9 :30 o'clock in the auditorium 
of Rockford Street School. 

l\liss Minick will retire at 
the end of this school year. 

:\Iayor Maynard Beamer 
was also on hand for the oc
casion, as were many of Miss 
Mi nick's fellow educators ·and 
other friends and associates. 

Mayor Deamer read a pro
clamation, setting Wednesday 
as "Ruth Minick Day" and 
naming her "Queen For A 
Day. 11 

The proclamation reads: 
"Whereas, Ruth Minick has 

served as a teacher, principal 
and counselor in the Mount 
Airy City School System, and 

"Whereas, Ruth Minick has 
taught, disciplined, and loved 
so many for so long, and 

"Whereas, Ruth Minnick has 
given of her time, talent, and 
11ntirint? devotion to our school, 

"I, therefore, on behalf of 
the students, teachers, staff 
and citizens, declare this to be 
'Ruth Minick Dav' at South 
Main and Rockford Street 
Schools and hereby name her 
'Queen For A Day'.JJ 

He also read an original 
poem, written by an anony
mous author, which highly
praised Miss Minick. It was 
simply entitled, "To Ruth." 

Miss Minick, who is retiring
as of June 15, has been teach
ing for 44 years, 41 of it in 
the local school system. She 
taup;ht three years in High 
Point when she first graduated 
from college. 

She has taught at Rockford 
Street School, North Main 
Street School and South ~lain 
Street School. She has been 
teacher and principal and ser
ved as principal of Rockford 
and South Main Scbools for 
.three years. 

The daughter of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. J. D. Minick, she re
ceived her A. B. degree \n 
elementary education fro m 
Woman's College (now UNC-G) 
and her M. A. degree at Pea
body College in Nashville. 

She is a member of the 
North Carolina Association of 
Educators and the National 
Education Association. 'she is 
a past president of NCAE and 
served on various committees. 

A member of Central United 
Methodist Church, she lives at 
341 Franklin Street. 

'Vhen asked her retirement 
plans, she jokingly replied, "I 

am going- to sit an<1 draw 
Social Security and re 
ment." 

Her actual plans inc 
reading, gardening, trave 
and ''going to clean un 
house.ll · 
~~~~-T~~~~-

Day Camp Ralll 
For Girl Scouts' 
Slated Saturda1: 

A JaniC' Thomas Girl 
Day Camp Rally will I 
Saturday frorn 10 a. 1 

2 p. m. at the Mount I 
tol Club firing range 
Lake. 

Camp officials said 
"will be a preview of 
upcorning- day camp , 

Each g-irl attendinP 
to bring a nosebag ·1 
15 cents for a soft dr 

All Brownies, Jun 
Cadet Girl Scouts a 
to attend. 

READ the T 

MERRI'r 
MACHINE & s· 

INC. 

YOUR 

TRACTOR 
Highw, 

Telephon• 
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RELIGION 

Local Church Honors Ruth Minick 
From Staff Reports 
Ruth Minick, church leader, 

historian and retired school 
principal, has received the 
Laity Service Award from 
Central United Methodist 
Church of Mount Airy. 

The award was scheduled 
to be presented June 4. How
ever, Minick was a medical 
patient in Northern Hospital of 
Surry County, where she re
mains a patient. She is recu
perating well. 

John K. Lockhart, who was 
scheduled to make the presen
tation, said that the award was 
given in absentia. 

Minick, who lives at 341 
Franklin St., "has been a loyal, 
supportive member of Central 
United Methodist Church 
longer than anyone else in the 
congregation," Lockhart said. 

Ruth Minick 

"She has served in many 
ways," he continued. 

He mentioned that she had 
been a member of the church 
choir for 60-plus years, until 
her recent retirement. She also 

has written a history of the 
church which is in book form. 

Minick taught Sunday 
School for many years and 
also served actively in the 
United Methodist Women of 
her church. 

"The honor bestowed upon 
Ruth is an honor well-de
served," Lockhart declared. 

She is Surry County's fore
most historian, writes a week
ly historical column published 
in The Mount Airy News, is a 
charter member and longtime 
secretary of the Surry County 
Historical Society and is active 
with Mount Airy Museum of 
Regional History, serving on 
its board of directors. 

Lockhart said the award is 
"much-deserved" and called 
Ruth Minick "one of our finest 
citizens." 



MINICK t I - i::,. - 0 I 
MOUNT AIRY - Miss Ruth 
Minick, 93, of 341 Franklin St. 
passed away Monday, Oct. 29, 
2001, at her home. Miss Minick 
was born in Surry County on 
Nov. 8, 1907, the daughter of the 
late John David and Ida Crevel-
ing Minick. Miss Minick earn~d 
her bachelor of science degree m 
1928 from the North Carolina 
College for Women (now the 
University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro) and earned a mas-
ter of arts degree in education 
from Peabody College m 
Nashville, Tenn. She began her 
career in the Mount Airy City 
Schools as a teacher, and later 
became principal at North Main 
Elementary School and South 
Main Elementary School. She re
tired in 1972 after 43 years of 
service. Miss Minick was a life
long member of Central United 
Methodist Church and sang m 
the chancel choir for 67 years. 
She wrote a history of Central 
Church from 1829 to 1900. Ruth 
was a founding member of .the 
Surry County Historical Society 
and served as its treasurer and 
membership chairman. She ac
tively promoted restoring the 
Edwards-Franklin House. She 
also served on the Surry County 
Bicentennial Commission 
(1976), the Surry County c.om
mittee of America's 400th Birth
day (1984-1987), and the Mount 
Airy Centennial Com~ittee. 
Miss Minick began wntmg a 
weekly historical column for The 
Mount Airy News in the mid-
1970s, continuing until her 
death. Other publications to \ 
which she contributed include 
Historic Sites of Surry County, 
the Surry Book and Simple Trea
sures: The Architectural Legacy 

of Surry County. Miss Minick is 
credited with popularizing local 
history through her weekly col
umn and with generating mo
mentum for the establishment 
of the Mount Airy Museum of 
Regional History. Ruth was an 
avid researcher of local history, 
and had a reputation for sharing 
the information and photo
graphs that she had collected. 
The Greater Mount Airy Cham
ber of Commerce gave her the 
Citizen of the Year Award. The 
Mount Airy Rotary Club gave her 
a Paul Harris Fellow Award. Sur
vivors include two nieces, Ann 
Minick Drake of Chapel Hill and 
Susan Minick Vonsild of Den
mark; and cousins Norma Low
der of Hamptonville, N.C., Char
lotte Roberts of Fredricksburg, 
Va. Benjamin S. Robertson Jr. of 
Miami, Fla., and Midge Snyder of 
Chambersburg, Pa. In addition 
to her parents, Miss Minick was 
preceded in death by a brother, 
John C. Minick. The funeral will 
be at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 7, 
2001, at Central United Metho
dist Church. The service will be 
conducted by the Rev. Phillip 
Cole and the Rev. Frank Cook. 
Burial will follow in the Oakdale 
Cemetery. The family will receive 
friends from 7 to 9 Tuesday night 
at the Moody Funeral Home in 
Mount Airy. Memorial contribu
tions may be made to the Central 
United Methodist Church; Surry 
County Historical Society; or the 
Mount Airy Museum of Regional 
History. 
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