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CFAPT-;;R I 

1 re are back at the beginning , back at what Dylan Thomas , t he 

great "Jelsh poet , called "the first spinning place" - Hen York 

City . Most of us think of nevi York City as a fun place , a plac e 

to forget our troubles , v1hich makes it a delightful plac e for a 

holiday-- the best and latest in plays and musicals , the most 

so-histicated styles , and on the dark side , i t s share of crime and 

nO\" tte extravagances and mismanagement of those in authority . 

Yes , she has all of this , but much , much more . ~Ie,ny great humani-

tari2.n causes are born and nurtured i:'1 tbis great city , and sine e 

she is the- gateway to .=urope , it falls to her lot to be hostess 

to all v1ho come her VJay . That invitation , extended by the sym7 

belie Goddess of Liberty to the peoples of the world , is c·u~ posed 

to be from the "Mother of ~;xj_les" - -l':..me r ica -- 2,11 of us , but Ner: 

York City is the fj_rst to greet al1 comer.s ; the people like v,rhat 

they fj_nd and stay. Then , v:hen our own citizens find themselves 

uithout jobs and destitute , they too take off for the city ,,·ritb 

t:1e big hee.rt! Horoover , Fe-, York City must be the hostess r;hen 

"Johnny Comes ~1archine; Verne!-! , and 1'/hen each and every national 

hero i;. to be given a royal relcome , only 3roadnay with all the 
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bands and confetti will do; but who pays the bills--security and 

garbage collectors? Is there any wonder our largest city, the 

Hostess With the Mostest, finds herself bankrupt in the year 1975? 

New York was the birthplace of the General Federation of 

Women's Clubs; the organization destined to play such an impor­

tant part in the birth and development of what was ultimately to 

become the American Cancer Society. 

The Sorosis of New York City became one of the first Women's 

Clubs in America. The organization of this club came about as a 

public protest against sex discrimination. Charles Dickens, the 

most popular and perhaps the greatest of English novelists, had 

arrived in America in November 1867 for speaking engagements. On 

the eve of his departure for London in 1868, the New York Press 

Club gave a banquet in his honor. With great care the wives and 

friends of the press club members supervised the preparation of 

the dinner and the decoration of the table. They felt it an honor 

to do this for the author of such books as Oliver Twist, The Old 

Curiosity Shop, David Copperfield, A Christmas Carol, and others 

--books which they had read and reviewed many times. 

Some brave ones among them, including press reporters and 

writers, asked permission to hear the toasts and after dinner 

speakers. Such a natural desire! Such a simple request! Not to 

sit at the banquet table, but in an anteroom. Their request was 

denied. The fact that women were to wait another half century 

for the right to vote did not deter them in their determination 

to fight back. It was approximately one hundred years since Amer­

ica had gained her freedom from England. These women, led by 
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Jennie June Croley, had no doubt as to who they were, for they 

were the granddaughters of those brave soldiers, and equally brave 

wives, who had won this glorious freedom. Then, too, they had been 

nurtured and inspired by such men as Thomas Jefferson and Patrick 

Henry, as well as the story of the great Boston Tea Party and the 

exploits of Paul Revere, especially his midnight ride. Rebellion 

was inevitable! They resolved that night to organize their own 

club and have their own speakers. If Charles Dickens could have 

only known what his presence started--the women's club movement 

which was to become international in scope, and its members to 

serve as lay founders of the American Cancer Society. 

It is now 1889, and Sorosis is observing her twenty-first 

birthday. It was decided to make it a gala occasion by inviting 

women's clubs from all over the nation to her birthday party in 

New York. Invitations were sent to widely scattered clubs. Dele­

gates from sixty-one clubs accepted the invitation. The twenty­

first birthday of the Sorosis marked the birth of the General 

Federation of Women's Clubs, for these sixty-two organizations, 

including Sorosis, became federated and chose this name. The 

club movement was given great impetus from the publicity of this 

meeting. 

Perhaps the most outstanding recognition of the value of 

women's clubs in the early years, came when President Theodore 

Roosevelt sent Miss Helen Boswell of New York to organize clubs 

in the Canal Zone. The construction of the great waterway, the 

Panama Canal, had become a combination of industrial and social 

problems. The skilled men in charge of the work were not happy 
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without their families; and the unhealthy climate, aggravated by 

the absence of social life, made their families reluctant to stay 

there. Between the Panama Canal and -the Women's Club there seems 

no connection, yet by this means the problem was solved. The 

result was entirely satisfactory both from an industrial and a 

social viewpoint. The Canal was completed ahead of schedule and 

at a price less than had been anticipated. August 15, 1914, was 

a great day, for it was the day that the first ship passed through 

the Canal. Today, there is a Canal Zone Federation affiliated 

with the General Federation of Women's Clubs. Delegates from 

this Federation attend the conventions of the mother organization 

as voting members. 

As we give the women's club movement time to grow and expand, 

let us turn to another vital subject, cancer. From the beginning 

of time, man has been struggling with cancer. Its causes, there­

fore its cures, have eluded him. Science is a precise and classi­

fied knowledge; and the lack of knowledge of cancer had produced 

doubt, suspicion, mistrust, and even hostility. It was every­

body's game---a fertile field for charlatans, better known as 

quacks. 

The year 1913 marked the birth of the American Society for 

the Control of Cancer. Through his hostess and daughter, Mrs. 

Robert G. Mead, Dr. Clement Cleveland invited the New York City 

doctors who were so vitally interested in cancer to their home 

to work out preliminary plans for a national organization. Later 

in the month this same group of doctors, with many more from 

various parts of the country who joined them, met at the Harvard 
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Club of New York where a national society to be known as the Ameri­

can Society for the Control of Cancer was formed. 

Mrs. Robert G. Mead, working under the guidance of her father, 

had been most active in the cause, and by invitation of the doc­

tors, became the first woman member of the Society. This was the 

organizational meeting, and she joined with the doctors in becom­

ing one of its founders--a lay founder. A budget of $10,000 was 

adopted. This sum sounds indeed modest but we were not so rich 

then! Furthermore, across the seas our allies were fighting World 

'iar I, and the war effort vvas claiming the attention of more and 

more Americans. 

Mrs. Mead vJas made Chairman of 'Nays and Means of the Society. 

Before too long, she announced that she had exceeded the adopted 

quota. The Ways and Means Committee was changed to that of 

Finance. Mrs. Mead remained as chairman v1hile the budget 

increased from year to year. 

Perhaps at no time present or past did we have a more dedi­

cated group of doctors concerned with the disease, cancer, than 

the medical founders of the American Society for the Control of 

Cancer. The names of a few of these men will give an idea of the 

caliber of the medical men who directed this program: 

Dr. James Ewing , Memorial Hospital, New York City 

Dr. Joseph C. Bloodgood, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, Md. 

Dr. Charles W. Mayo, Hayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn. 

Dr. Harold c. Taylor, New York City 

Jr. Clement Cleveland, New York City 

These doctors and the other twenty on the Executive Committee and 
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the Board of Trustees of the Society, which included members of 

the newly organized American Gynecological Society, were seeing and 

treating the majority of the cancer patients in the United States; 

and they, most of all, knew the importance of educating the doctors 

the press, and the general public about cancer. 

Radium was discovered in 1898 by Pierre and Mme. Marie Curie, 

but it was very expensive and its use in the treatment of cancer 

exceedingly limited. Indeed, great care in its use had to be 

tru~en for the safety of both the doctor and the patient. X-ray, 

which was discovered by a German physicist , three years before 

radium, was being used more in conjunction with surgery. The 

x-ray discoverer was William Konrad Roentgen, who became a Nobel 

Prize winner in 1901. However , the majority of the medical pro ­

fession agreed tht the only remedy known to science for a cure 

of cancer was the complete surgical removal of the affected parts 

at the earliest indication of the disease. Therefore, surgeons 

were the most involved and interested in cane er. It is not sur­

prising that in 1916 we find over one hundred Fellows of the 

J~erican College of Surgeons becoming memeErs of the American 

Society for the Control of Cancer. 

It was not too many years before an Endowment of a Million 

Dollars for the So ciety was proposed. The president of a large 

business firm offered $250 ,000 as a memorial to his wife ~ a vic­

tim of cancer, provided that other collections reached $750 ,000 

by a fixed date. Mrs. Mead accepted the challenge! \li th the 

help of Mrs. Samuel Adams Clark, Miss Carol N. Rhodes, Miss Susan 

M. Wood, and many others, the goal was reached, all this during 
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the first world war! (Perhaps if New Yor k City had used some 

nomen executives in rec ent years , their financial plight t oday 

would not be of world concern ; if bankrupt cy threatened , with 

another Mrs . Mead , ways of raising the needed funds to pay off the 

bonds might have been found) . 

While Mrs . Nead vias busy providing funds for the operat i on 

of the Society , another leader and pioneer , Ella Hoffman Rigney , 

or better kno\'/n among her co - workers as Mrs . Francis J . Rigney 

vras devoting her time and talents to other phases of the canc er 

program . It was largely through her efforts that the New York 

City Cancer Committee of the Society was organized and functioned 

so efficiently . This Committee represented only a small geograph­

ical area , but its activities were to serve as a guide and inspir­

ation for vmrk in the other boroughs of the city and , indeed , :flbr 

many states in the years that followed . 

The Ladies Home Journal wa.s the first national non- professional 

magazine to publish an article on cancer . This article appeared 

as early as 1913 , the year the American Society for t he Control 

of Cancer was organized . It was six years later in 1919 , when an 

article , "What Every Woman Should Know About Cancer" , was pub­

lished in the Vloman Home Companion . This article was written by 

Dr . Francis Carter Wood . At the same time , he was stressing the 

need for educating the physicians on the value of routine physical 

examinations of apparently healt[W ~ople as a means of discover-

ing early cancer . As a step toward accomplishing this , the 54-

page pamphlet for doctors , "Early Recognition of Cancer" :i was 

published and distributed by the American Medical Association . 
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The desired result was to shorten the interval between the time 

of diagnosis and proper treatment of the cancer patient. It was 

becoming apparent more each day that if there was to be a reduc ­

tion in cancer mortality it would require team work--not only 

educated and skilled doctors , but also an educated lay public . 

Perhaps the experiences of these two women illustrate this 

truth . A woman who lived in a western state was having some 

intestinal trouble . She had lost two sisters to cancer ; and , 

because she knew the symptoms and the need for prompt a ction , she 

went without delay to the Mayo Cane er Clinic. With a major oper­

ation which included the removal of mu ch of her small intestine 

she lived a full and happy life . The second who had one of the 

most curable cancers , cancer of the uterus , had never kno~n the 

symptoms and delayed . Then, she went to her family physician . 

His medical training had not taught him much about cancer , and he 

had not availed himself of the latest knowledge . Finally, the 

patient was taken by her son to Dr . Joseph C. Bloodgood at Johns 

:iopkins . The cancer was so far advanced that even the most skill­

ful doctor could not save her life . 

We have seen that the first woman had two apparent strikes 

against her, an "inherited tendency to cancer" , and a more fatal 

type of the disease enclosed with the abdominal walls . But the 

first strike, which made her so keenly aware of grave danger , 

sent her scurrying to the doctor, turning this liability into an 

asset . Otherwise , the doctor's skill would have been as of 

naught! 

The knovvledge and promptness of the potential cancer patient 
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(all of us) and the knowledge and skill of the doctor--these were 

and still are the requirements if the cancer mortality rate is to 

be reduced. 

The American Society for the Control of Cancer, whose stated 

purpose is to save lives from cancer through education, has seen 

how a few talented and dedicated women, under the guidance of 

world renovmed doctors, and working in a small geographical area 

of New York City, have developed the nucleus of a great program. 

But the time has come for expansion. All information gained in 

New York, and much more, must be carried to every nook and corner 

of the United States and even into foreign countries. Vfuat 

organization could give wings to this program? 

It is the year 1935. It has been forty-six years since 

Sorosis of New York City called together sixty-two clubs from 

widely scattered sections of the country. They became federated 

a.nd called their organizatim the General Federation of V/omen 1 s 

Clubs. This name VJas chosen because their interests were of a 

general nature and included all phases of life. It is now the 

largest women's organization in the world with a membership of 

more than two million. The sun never sets on the women's club 

movement, for these clubs have been organized in every part of 

the globe. It is, indeed, an inspiring and colorful evening at 

the convention of the Federation when the delegates from all these 

foreign clubs march in a processional to the platform, each one 

dressed in her native costume and carrying her country's flag. 

The doctors of the American Society for the Control of Cancer 

reasoned among themselves that women are the guardians of the 
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health of the home , and being awarethat through the ages women 

have been known as messengers (indeed , in the Christian religion 

they were chosen to carry the greatest message of all-- that Christ 

Tias not in the tomb but was risen from the dead) asked this mighty 

organization of women to carry the profound message of hope , that 

diagnosed in time and properly treated , CANCER CAN BE CURED! 



CHAPTER II 

It was generally conceded that the General Federation of 

Women's Clubs never had a more dynamic, intellectual, and influ­

ential leader, both here and abroad, than Grace Morrison Poole, 

whose term of office expired in 1935. The Federation gained great 

prestige during her administration. It was through Mrs. Poole's 

influence that the General Federation adopted the program of the 

American Society for the Control ot Cancer. 

To succeed Mrs. Poole, Mrs. Roberta Campbell Lawson, with 

the blessing and support of loyal Indian friend, Will Rogers, was 

elected president of the General Federation of Women's Clubs. In 

addition to her many talents as a cultured and dynamic clubwoman, 

there was the added special charm of the Indian Princess. Her 

grandfather, the Reverend Charles Journeycake, was the last chief 

of the Delaware tribe of Indians. Mrs. Lawson and the world was 

to lose this beloved friend, Will Rogers, so soon after she became 

the leader of this, the largest group of organized women in the 

world. It was on August 15, 1935, that Will Rogers and Wiley Post, 

the well-known aviator, lost their lives when their plane was 

forced down in the wilds of Alaska . 

It was now April, 1937, and Mrs. Lawson's successful terrrt of 
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office was drawing to a close when the Council of the Federation, 

a much smaller group than the Convention, was invited to meet in 

Tulsa, Oklahoma. This city was not only the home of the president 

of the Federation, but the homeland of that greatly missed har­

binger of peace and goodwill, Will Rogers. It was suggested that 

had Oklahoma's beloved son been there to welcome us, he would have 

spoken of Tulsa as a suburb of Claremore, his home town! 

Tulsa held so many attractions for the clubwomen, including 

a most complete museum of Indian art and artifacts owned by Mrs. 

Lawson and valued at $250,000. We received a gracious welcome, 

both from the clubwomen and the city officials, and many cour­

tesies were planned for our enjoyment. 

But there was great apprehension on the part of all delegates 

for the president of each state federation had received; with the 

call of the meeting, a resolution opposing the stand of the Pres­

ident of the United States on the Supreme Court. She was asked 

to poll each club in her state, have that club call a meeting of 

its members and vote for or against the resolution. The people who 

loved Mr. Roosevelt loved him deeply, and those who hated him 

hated him with a vengeance. Most of the southern state presidents 

felt that with the injudicious wording of the resolution-"intent" 

and "implication"- that it would be a mistake to take such a vote, 

for it would only stir up strife. Therefore, this resolution was 

treated as the other resolutions to be presented, that is, with 

our elected delegates casting their votes. These states thought 

it better to lose the resolution than to lose members. 

From the moment we reached Tulsa there was a feeling of 



.1arshall -13- Involved 

excitement in the air, not like any sedate Council Meeting we had 

ever attended. Many strangers, both men and women, were every­

where. When it was announced that Senator Burton K. Wheeler of 

Montana, a Democrat, but one of the leading opponents of the Pres­

ident on the judiciary question, was to represent the affirmative 

side of the Supreme Court resolution, we knew the "fat was in the 

fire!" 

The original wording of the resolution questioned the motive 

of President Roosevelt. In turn, Mrs. Lawson's motive was ques­

tioned, when charges were made by several Democratic leaders in 

one of Tulsa's papers saying that "Hrs. Lawson's disloyalty to the 

Democratic party was prompted by her disappointment in not getting 

the post of ambassador to Denmark." This charge was followed by 

such headlines in the papers as these: "SESSION INFLAMED BY FIERY 

REMARKS; EXCITEMENT AT HIGH PEAK AS DELEGATES CLAMOR FOR RECOG­

NITION; DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADERS MOBILIZE AT OKLAHOMA CITY FOR 

COUNTER ATTACK ON CLUB ACTION." 

But perhaps the most shocking action came when the chair 

declared the greatly beloved and gracious former president of the 

Federation, Mrs . Percy Pennypacker of Austin, Texas, "OUT OF 

ORDER" while a fiery male politician was greeted with open arms 

and great applause, in speaking for the resolution. 

We could not believe we were attending a Council Meeting-­

a group of people assembled for consultation--and many of the 

state presidents agreed that nothing like this could be allowed 

to happen again. 

Will Rogers--America's great ambassador of good will! It 
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was never necessary for any president to appoint him as such, for 

truly he was "to the manner born" and his friend, Roberta, sorely 

needed him when she planned this meeting~ 

Yes, there were benefits to be derived from this experience 

in Tulsa. In spite of the many regrettable things that were 

taking place, there were many thoughtful and great women there 

planning for the future. The organization seemed to mature almost 

overnight. We had never failed to face with the fact that there 

is a thin line between what is political and what is not. This 

is important for a non-partisan organization. It seems that our 

president and her Resolutions Committee had forgotten our custom­

ary way of handling controversial subjects. Our youngest club 

members soon learn that resolutions should be presented in an 

objective, impersonal manner. When outsiders are asked to speak 

or debate the subject under consideration, the opposing sides 

should be equally well informed, and it is usually safe to have 

time left at the end of the debate for a question and answer 

period. Then, the members are ready to draw their own conclusions 

and cast their votes. 

Yes, we had been drawn up in a maelstrom of discontent, and 

while this is not the most glorious page in our great history, it 

should not be swept under the rug, but rather, called to mind 

often enough to avoid such errors in the future. 

The General Federation of Women's Clubs, composed chiefly of 

housewives and mothers, therefore not competing in the business 

and professional world, was never a militant organization. In 

fact, Clare Boothe Luce, world famous author and former ambassador 
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to Italy, in her feature article in Britannica's 1973 Book of the 

Year, observed that: "Many women's clubs and organizations 

refused to support it" (the Equal Rights Amendment). She contin­

ued, "this was par for the feminist course; in 1912, a decade 

before women's suffrage was passed, the General Federation refused 

to endorse votes for women. 11 

Being familiar with this background, there was an expressed 

fear that in order to placate feelings as a result of the Tulsa 

meeting, our leaders would become much too conservative and we 

would lose some of the spirit and dynamic power the organization 

had gained. 

However, we left the meeting knowing that there is, indeed, 

a long and rough road that leads to the heights of greatness, both 

for an organization and an individual, but we were convinced that 

this great body of women could take the "thank-you-rna' ams" 1 as 

long as we marched forward and kept our ideals and goals ever 

fresh before us. 

1"Last week we had a sleigh ride with six white horses. We 
went like the wind over the hollows in the snow; the driver called 
them "thank-you-rna' ams 11 because they make everyone bow. 11 

_-

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 



CHAPTER III 

Because of its size and diversity of interests, the General 

Federation of Women's Clubs, with as many as 6,000 in attendance 

had no difficulty in securing eminent guest speakers for the con­

ventions. However, in 1930, when the owners of the New York Her­

ald Tribune, Mr. and Mrs. Ogdon Reid, suggested that their paper 

present a yearly series of "Forums of Current Problems" with 

women as their special guests, the Federation gladly accepted, 

as did the International Business and Professional Women's Clubs. 

At no time has any newspaper made such a remarkable and far­

reaching contribution to womanhood, as did the Herald Tribune. 

These sessions were held at the Waldorf-Astoria and continued for 

some eight years, or until our involvement with the Second World 

War. 

The guests of the forum were not limited to American women. 

Many distinguished women from foreign countries were present. 

While these meetings did not have TV coverage, they did have wide 

newspaper and radio coverage, which was carried beyond our shores 

and focused the attention of the world on these problems which 

plagued almost the entire free world. 
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All members of these two large organizations of vmmen, as 

•ell as members of smaller women ' s groups who attended the sess:"' 

ions , had for many years known the joy of serving others ; many 

.&d learned it from their parents or through their churches , but 

the forum served as a stimulating rededication to that ideal of 

service. For this reason the writer , who attended four of the 

eight yearly forums and made a scrapbook of each , would like to 

share with you some of the timeless messages . 

1936 vms a presidential elec tion year , and all seven candi­

dates for the office of the President of the United States , almost 

as many as there are today , or their representatives were guest 

speakers of the forum . In addition to the two major parties , 

.. here were the Socialist, Communist, Pro hi bi tionist , Socialist 

~bor , and Union Party. James A. Farley , Chairman of the Demo­

cr&tic national Committee and John D. M. Hamilton , Chairman of 

the Republican National Committee , spoke for their respective can­

idates , l'-1r . Roosevelt and Alf Landon. 

The third session of the seventh forum (1937) , with a general 

theme "The Road Forward, 11 had Bruce Barton as the keynote speaker. 

ere are the highlights of his message : 

1 
uoting the vmrds of Paul , ' Abide together or all shall be lost • • • 

~onight we are to talk of "exploration" . Those eminent author-

ities on the forum program are each to lift the curtain and let 

us look into the unconquered area of his own domain . As the so ­

called keynote speaker , I ask you to think with me for a few minutes 

bout the most exciting of all explorations , perhaps the most 

d~ing and important adventure in human history . I refer to the 
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voyage of the good ship America , which only a little while ago 

set sail to explore the unchartered possibilities of a freer , 

richer , and more splended human life ••• I shall speak not in t erms 

of measur es but of morale •• • 11 

he speaker then told of another ship that set sail some 1900 

yea:rs ago from Alexandria on its way to Italy with a Roman cent ­

turian in charge . There were many soldiers on board to guard a 

s:nt;;le prisoner , a man named Paul . We were reminded of the great 

ntorm that lasted for thirteen days until all on board began to 

think themselves lost . Then one night , under cover of darkness , 

nome of the sailors , who had previously thrown out four anchors 

to keep the little boat from being dashed against the rocks , went 

overboard , pretending to make the anchors more secure . In reality 

they had launched lifeboats and were climbing into them when Paul 

appeared and sensed they were indeed deser ting the ship . He 

\'larned the centurian of what was taking place saying , "Except 

these abide in the boat ye shall all be lost . " The seamen were 

ordered back into the boat and lifeboats cut adrift . With one 

accor d the crew and passengers set to work together repairing the 

ship and brought it safely into port . 

Hr . Bar ton said , "My critic ism with our present situation is 

not with the measures being employed but with the spirit direct ­

:n; their employment . Where unity is needed , dissension has been 

~ovm ; v1here mutual confidence is the first essential , distrust 

has been spread ; where faith is vi tal , the faith of each group in 

all the others has been systematically undermined • 11 He pointed 

out that each group was busy seeking its own security and saying , 
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11 e have no faith in the Captain ••• " 

11 e find millions of insistent hands stretched forth to take out 

.. the United States Treasury and too few who have regard for the 

:.:.t.:.zen ' s high privilege of putting in ••• In all of this welter of 

elf~Ghness and confusion , government should not be the divider 

but the uniter ••• vie shall all go up or down together . Except 

~11 - -rich or poor , capitalist or worker , farmer and city man-­

ide in the ship and do our share , we shall all of us perish . 

generation was born in one of the golden eras of American 

ife--the (l8)70 1 s , the ' 80 ' s , or early ' 90 1 s • •• We \'Jere born in 

time vrhen it was easy to believe in God , in the Gternal import­

ee of human life ••• Then suddenly the war ( World ' '!ar I) - -a shell­

ock from nhich our gen eration has never really recovered •• • Yet , 

have seen one spectacle in our lives which is the basis of 

unquenchable hope . V!e have seen in the years 1917 and 1918 a 

ation of 120 , 000 , 000 people dedicated selflessly to the service 

f a great ideal . The ideal proved to be unattainable . The 

rave crusading war to end all wars had not ended them ; the battle 

.. make tho world safe for democracy has been followed by a fresh 

i ernie of dictatorships . 

i.Jut the ideal was magnificent , the achievement which it fos­

red Tias something greater than the world has ever seen . One 

red and tvrenty million people forgot themselves, forgot their 

lfish interests, forgot about getting anything and devoted 

ery y;aking thought to giving something for t he safety and pres­

r ation of the United States ••• Who dares to say that America is 

.:.n.:.shed? It has hardly begun ••• 
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But one thing we knon is that this nation is not materialistic 

:.tt heart . The war proved that . It is the most idealistic nation 

on the face of the earth . It does not want to think forever of 

it"' belly and its purse . It will not be contented long to be 

appealed to on the basis of economic advantage of class or group. 

:t awaits today the clarion call of fresh idealism and larger 

oacrifice . It needs the voice of a prophet crying , "Only by the 

security of all can any be sure •" Crying as Paul cried, 11 Abide 

in the ship all of you" --each separate class and section and 

group . Be willing to lose your lives and you shall save your 

lives . Forget yourselves and you shall find yourselves . Be no 

longer class-conscious or group-conscious , be American-conscious 

and there lies ahead of you the thrill of nobler explorations, 

the goal of a truly more abundant life . " 



CHAPTER IV 

he forum of 1938 was opened with gr eetings from Mrs . Ogden 

eid followed by a warm ·welcome to the city of NevJ York by Mayor 

Guarc..ia . Mrs . Roosevelt ' s greetings came in a broadcast dur­

ne; :.er rrestern speaking tour . 

Jr . Robert M. Hutchins , president of the Chicago University , 

s the keynote speaker of the first session . His sub j ect was 

1 he Free Mind 11
• Dr . Hutchins was welcomed with great admiratim 

" d enthusiasm . Tr uly , the attention of the world was tur ned 

on him vrhen at the tender age of twenty- six he was elected 

r sident of one of our greater universities and now , four teen 

y ars later at age 39 , he was still young for such awesome respon­

ibilities . When he had finished his message the forum members 

.c 1 that he was more than equal to these responsibilities . Here 

""e the highlights from that message : 

11 
• .ten rre talk about freedom vre usually mean freedom from some-

.:.ng . Freedom of the press is freedom from censorship . Academic 

rcedom is freedom from presidents , trustees , and the public . 

'reeaom of thought is freedom from thinking . Freedom of v10rship 

· .... freedom from religion . So , too , civil liberty , ihe disappearance 
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f ·hich throughout the world v1e watch with anxious eyes , is 

ecerally regarded as freedom from the state ••• (There are) those 

c look upon the activities of government as an evil ••• hence the 

wtraction and power of the slogan , ' that government is best which 

cverns least .' " 

Dr . Hutchins continued , "This notion of gover nment and its 

role is based on a myth , on a misconception of the nature of man 

nd the natur e of the state . It is not surprising that a do c trine 

... u absurdly grounded and workable only in countries of vast and 

ntapped resources should contain in itself the seed of an opposing 

octrine , the doctrine that the state is all , tha t men are nothing 

ut member s of it , and that they achieve their ultimate fulfill -

nt , not through freedom from the state , but through complete 

urrender to it . This is Fascism . It ascribes to the political 

rganization qualities that can only belong to God ••• It deprives 

M of the characteristics tha t raise Him above the beast , His 

r son ••• and glorifies a specifically subhuman attribute , namely 

ore e . 

These are the consequences of thinking of freedom as freedom 

.rom something . Freedom is not an end in itself . We want to be 

ree fo r the sake of being or doing something that we cannot be 

r do unless we are free . We want to be free to obtain the things 

'!ant . Now , the things we want are good things . First ••• our 

conomic well - being ••• second , the common good : peace , order and 

·ustice . But most of all we want a third order of goods , our 

rsonal or our human good . We want , that is to achieve the limit 

f our mor al , intellectua l and spiritual powers . This personal 
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numan good is the highest of all the goods we seek ••• " 

He continued , "We are cone erned this morning with free minds • •• 

The proper task of education is the production of such minds ••• 

e are not likely to produce them by following the recommendations 

of the more extreme of those called progressives in education . 

~eedom from discipline , freedom to do nothing more than pursue 

whe interests that the accident of birth or station has supplied , 

nay result in locking up the growing mind in its own whims and 

difficulties . 

For the great problem of our time is moral , intellectual and 

z.iritual . With a superfluity of goods , we are sinking into pov­

erty . '!i th a multi tude of gadgets we are no happier than we. were 

before . 'lith a declining health rate we have yet to discover what 

e should do vrith our lives . With a hatred of war , we are headed 

inevitably toward it . \Vith a love of liberty , we see much of the 

·orld in chains . 

''HoVJ can these things be? ' ' He answered his question by say­

'ng , "They can be because v1e directed our loves and our education 

tc means instead of ends . We have been concerned with the trans­

'tory and super ficial instead of the basic problems of life and 

society . 

If we look at our difficulties in this light , we see that the 

e 1 Frontier is neither geographi cal nor economic . The New Frontier 

:s the frontier that separates the realities of human life from the 

:rations of the human spirit . If we are to. conquer this frontier 

c must have intelligence and character , wisdom and will . vVe must 

d..i.scipline our selves to under stand what is good and the order of 
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c.:s . The conquest of the New Frontier must be the work of free 

. " r. ... s. 

Irs . ~hlliam Brown Haloney , our gracious hostess , closed the 

sion by saying : 

"In the first discovery of America, a woman , Isabella of 

~ ,layed a leading role ••• but in the second discovery , or 

iscovery , of America , millions of women will participate . 

t very fact is in itself one of the richest of America ' s treas­

r s and one of the sources of her strength . 

1 '1he rerald Tribune Forum on Current Problems' was ,born of 

belief that the women of America are thinking in terms of their 

untry ' s welfare today , and that as action grows out of this 

irJdng , so rrill America remain strong . " 

Mrs . Meloney , Editor of This \rJeek Hagazine , the Sunday mag a-

· ne of hew York Herald Tribune , had much to do with bringing the 

rum into being . She had shown her belief in, and respect for, 

po·;er of women , as well as her interest in cancer control, 

n in 1920 she raised money for a gram of radium to present to 

• Curie in honor of the women of America . 

I realize that in sharing with you the messages of Bruce 

l!'ton and Dr . Hutchins that I have given you many serious things 

think of , but I dare not close my record of all the messages 

.. t ese forums vJi thout relating the realities of 1938 . 

Tne ·rorld vas on the brink of war, but it was difficult for 

se mmen , numbering between three and four thousand , and enjoy­

rul the comforts and luxuries of the finest hotel in America , 

believe it . Lena Hadison Phillips , President of the International 
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uziness and Professional Homen 's Clubs, in her stirring, vivid 

ssage brought us out of our complacency and face to face with 

t. e agony of Europe. Hiss Phillips was a professional woman 

a ·::.ng served as Editor of Pictorial Review for many years and as 

Quccessful attorney in New York City. She had recently returned 

.. rom the Biennial Congress of Business and Professional Homen 's 

.-lubs \'lhich was held in Budapest. This congress had been planned 

or two years but she was advised and urged by some not to hold 

t e meeting. She retorted: 

"But, we are a group of experienced business and professional 

oman. Our organization has never been partisan. It is based upon 

~.e conviction of women's right to work and has as a fundamental 

ur~ose the protection of her contribution to the community and 

t ~"'ankind. This was no time for women to quit. Te , therefore, 

cnt forward VJi th our plans. 

The struggle of Europe as I saw it this summer was a death 

truggle against the organized destroyal of millions of lives, 

undreds of millions in property value, and the culture which 

ankind has so slowly and painfully developed ••• But it was in 

c r.vral Europe that one found the breakdown of the normal ease 

e.:'ficiency of other years. In Vienna, seven times we were 

cut o.:'f in a telephone call to a travel bureau. \'Je heard there 

v official intervention with every message ••• The currency of 

y country crossed has usually been acceptable in paying for 

a:..s on a through train. This year a member of our party trav­

leC:. from Budapest to Gydania, Poland. She had lunch in the diner 

·: ile passing through Czechoslovakia. Her Hungarian money was 
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refused in payment e nd she cashed a traveler ' s check , receiving 

the balance in Czechoslovakian currency . By dinner time th~ train 

1as passing through Poland and the money of both Hungary and 

Czechoslovakia was refused for the second meal . The breakdown 

in such usual procedures in international travel bespoke fear , 

suspicion , need. 

"But , 11 she continued , "This is not to be compared v1i th the 

helpless , hopeless despair which injustice and degradation had 

left as the pale human corpse draine d of the life blood of hope. 

The humility and resignation of many such were beautiful as might 

be the banners of the dead marching unseen in an alien world ••• 

There was no railing , no violent complaint among those with whom 

I talked . Even bitterness seemed too strong an emotion to sur­

vive in a nature whose very soul was stunned in incomprehensi­

bility ••• 

And yet , because of thE turmoil in Central Europe many members 

\'iere afraid t:o attend; afraid for their own safety in crossing 

certain countries; fearful of what might happen while we were in 

Budapest . But we held our meeting and nothing adverse happened • • • 

To be sure there were several vacant chairs . Our branch in Berlin 

had long since been submerged ••• There was also for the first time, 

a vacant chair marked "Italy" •• • As for ihe tragedy which has come 

to our active , successful branch in Czechoslovakia , all the vmrld 

non knows • •• ' Czechoslovakia has been partitioned.' 11 

The forum had listened r1ith rapt attention to this message . 

•Tere was dedicated leader who had left the safety and security 

of her ovrn country to attend a club me eting in an unsafe and 
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insecure foreign country; to learn at first hand what was hap­

pening to her club members scattered over central Europe, and to 

sustain and reassure them of American women's deep and abiding 

concern. By going there she could get direct messages from many 

who could not attend and send some vrord back. The fact that this 

meeting was held and clubvmmen from twenty-five countries could 

attend and return home safely was convincing evidence that this 

great organization of women was, truly, non,partisan. This leader 

reminded us of The Good Shepherd. She was not satisfied with 

knowing of the safety of her big flock in America, but sought the 

safety of all. 

However, the greatest contribution Lena Madison Phillips made 

in connection with her Budapest meeting was this message to the 

large audience at the forum. She made us feel that we had traveled 

with her and experienced everything she had experienced. The 

General Federation had affiliated clubs scattered all over this part 

of ~urope, but whether these women were members of one organiza­

tion or the other, or no organization at all, the feeling of great 

anguish and concern was the same for all mankind. 

\Je agree with Isaac Asimov when he recently stated, 11 Society 

vrill have to take for granted that learning is a life-long privi­

lege; that education is not a task to be completed, but a process 

to be continued." This has been a fundamental conviction of club­

women since Sorosis was organized in 1868. Now, such a statement 

as this sounds like a truism. The theme adopted by the General 

?ecteration in 1935 was "Education for Living" and the Herald Tribune, 

through these yearly forums, made continuing education not a task, 

·' 
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but a great privilege . 

•' 



CHAPTER V 

Now it is February 17, 1941, and in leaving New York at this 

great moment, when we were so near the second world war, we were 

all determined to do something to help in some way. The soldiers 

were leaving home. It was a comfort to them and their loved ones 

to know that someone was interested in the health of those they 

were leaving behind. I had been asked to accept an appointment 

as State Commander of the Women's Field Army of the American 

Society for the Control of Cancer in North Carolina. It was 

exceedingly difficult to begin a program almost from scratch. The 

Tar Heel State was near the foot of the class in the development 

of the cancer program. She had had two state commanders, and they 

had performed a yeoman's service, each one serving approximately 

18 months, but there were no volunteers from these services, and 

the bank account was very slim. D. C. Rector was appointed state 

treasurer by the Cancer Committee, and the $1,200 which was the 

balance from the former campaign was deposited in the First 

National Bank, of which he was president. This amount was 

supposed to last until after the next campaign. The State Com­

mander in thinking of her assets, realized that she had some 

which money could not buy; the most important was a husband who 
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h&d los t his mother to cancer and was willing to help in any way 

possibl e to reduce the death rate from this disease . The other 

great i mportant thing that inspired her to take this arduous task 

was her complete knowledge and confidence in the people of her 

own county and town . 

In 1928- 29 , it was through t he citizens of Surry County that 

we had been able to conduct the Night School for Adult Illiterates ; 

and their gr eat success had resulted in the Woman ' s Club , of whi ch 

I was president , re ceiving a $100 award offered by the Asheville 

Chamber of Commerce to a Woman ' s Club for the best civic work in 

the sta t e . The Club Women , 208 strong in Mount Airy , led this 

program, but the two men ' s clubs , Kiwanis and t he Lion ' s Club , 

helped in every way possible . Great honor is due the city and 

county schoo l syst ems for the use of their heat ed buildings and 

the teachers , who after being in a schoolroom all day , came back 

at nigh t and helped with the teaching of adult men and vmmen who 

had not had a chance for an education in their youth . These stu­

dents, t oo , had worked hard all day , but they came in wearing 

clean clot hes and with great eagerness to learn . The s chool was 

opene d each evening with this verse : 

"Somebody said that it couldn 1 t be done 

but he with a chuckle replied , 

That maybe it couldn ' t 

but he ' d be one who wouldn ' t say 

so until he tried , 

So he buckled right in with a 

trace of a grin on his face . 

•' 



Marshall -31-

If he doubted it, he hid it 

as he tackled the thing that couldn't 

be done, and he did it!" 

Involved 

The spirit of the school was expressed in this little ditty. 

The first order of learning was "Write Your Name Campaign." 

Teachers carefully wrote the name of the person at the top of 

their notebook, and the pupil copied it until it looked somewhat 

like that of the teacher . One night a man became very excited 

about his successful copying of his name . He stood with great 

excitement and pleasure and announced, "Thar, boys, that's my 

name. I can write 'er, but I can't read 'er!" 

When the pupils graduated from this special school, the one 

who had done the best work was selected to join other pupils in 

the state and go to Washington, D.C. The teachers had bought 

post cards of all the publj_c buildings they would see, beginning 

with the Union Station and including the Whi te House, the Capitol, 

the Supreme Court Building , Tomb of the Unknown Soldier where they 

laid a wreath , the Lincoln Memorial, and others. After seeing 

the buildings they prepared a notebook using the post cards and 

describing in their own words what they had seen. Of course, 

their greatest joy was experienced when the President took time 

to come out and greet them. Truly , nothing could have brought 

more inspiration for a difficult task, such as organizing the 

state of North Carolina for cancer control than the great enthu­

siasm gained through the contact with the underprivileged and 

self- sacrificing people who had had a part in this program of 

education. 

•' 
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With "Education for Living" as the Federation ' s national 

theme , we knew we could not undertake any program that would be 

mor e meaningful than a library . Therefore , the second year of my 

admini stration the key project of the club had been announc ed as 

a library for Mount Airy and Surry County . Many clubs in the state 

were establishing libraries , and we knew if we were to continue 

vrith an educational program for all our people , old young , those 

of higher education and those that had j ust been awakened to the 

need of continuing their education thr ough life , there was no 

bettwr way to accomplish this than through a public library ser v-

ing al l our citizens . 

This small beginning was started off with a real bang! The 

use of t he Grand Theater on Sunday , February 23 , 1930 was sought 

and granted , and we secured no other than t he beloved and highly 

resp ect ed Dr . Howard E. Rondthaler, President of Salem College 

as our speaker. We also had the honor of presenting the districts ' 

u.s. Congr essman and our own citizen , John H. Folger of the House 

of Repr esentatives . At the close of his message , as the presiding 

offic er of the Woman ' s Club , I had asked him to introduce our 

guest speaker , Dr . Rondthaler . 

By word of mouth and through the press this.meeting was made 

kno wn, and the theater v1as filled with eager anticipating Surr y 

citizens . Mr . Folger was made aware of the a ctivi t ies of the 

loman' s Club t hrough his wife , Mrs . Folger, who was a member of 

the commit tee which had purchased the building . 

Buying , selling pr oper ty and investing money was something 

entirely new to the women of that day . They did not know but they 

•' 
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had one thing in their favor , they ~ they did not know . There­

for e , they sought the help of a man who was the best business man 

of that day , Mayor Sydnor-- he became an honorary member of the 

~l om an ' s Club and through his knowledge and Mrs . T. N. Brock ' s 

f aithfulness in seeking his advice , the William E. Merritt house 

on Ro ckford Street was bought . 

It just happened that the last president of this early Woman ' s 

Club was also a Sydnor , the Mayor ' s daughter- in- law, Caroline . 

When this first library vvas opened May 12 , 1930 with Mrs . 

Poindexter as librarian , we saw how eager young children were for 

books. They gathered on the sidewalk in such long lines that the 

doors had to be closed for a while . By the end of the second day 

ther e were only 12 books on the childr en ' s shelves! 

\le cannot overestimate the voluntary cont r ibution of the club 

women in their personal sacrifices they made to begin this library 

movement. The ways and means committee was constantly looking 

for new pro j ects vvhi ch would bring in money to maintain and expand 

this mo dest beginning . Hours and days were spent by them at the 

fairgro unds where they always had a booth , and it was ·.known by the 

local people as wel l as those connected with the fair that if you 

want ed s omething good , go to this booth for it . Hundreds of gallons 

of homemade soup were served there as well as sandwiches by the 

score and added to that was homemade pies , cakes , and cookies . 

It was widely announc ed t hat if you were subscribing to a 

magazin e , you had better get it through the Woman ' s Club for this 

group o f vvomen had the agency fo r almost every magazine worth 

reading. 

•' 
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Al most every week a benefit bridge and rook party was held at 

the Club House--called the War Memorial Building in memory of 

surry Soldiers lost in World War II . 

The largest amount of money was made in the publication and 

sale of the rviount Airy Woman ' s Club Cook Book , a product of the 

Americ an Home Depar tment . Advertisements paid for t he publication 

and a pr ofit of approximately $1 , 000 . 00 was realized . The money 

made on all such pr o j ects was used to reduc e the debt and maintain 

the building . 

·ve had not heard the term "Senior Citizens" at that time , and 

all age s were involved in this great pro j ect . The older women were 

welcome for their j udgement and advi c e , he middle age for their 

active participation and the j uniors for their enthusiasm . Our 

membershi p at that was 208 strong . 

Thi s effort r equired complete dedication , and we were avrare 

that we could interest people only to the extent of their partici­

pation. People must be i nvolved . 

Thei r first libr ary effort had grown and grown . First the 

Clubwomen changed places vri th the library giving them the much 

larger space but it wasn ' t too long before they had to have the 

entire building . It was almost inconceivable ; the growth of this 

project-- eight short years from the day it was opened when the 

children were standing in line for books and the following day 

there were only 12 books left on the Children ' s shelves , to this 

day VJ'hen books were stacked to the ceiling even in the bathroom . 

On e of our most inter ested Clubwomen who had helped with all 

Of our pr o j ects was nov1 Mrs . E. H. Kocht itzky . Knowing of the 

.. 
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would not have one of the most complete and beautiful municipal 

buildings in North Carolina , the lovely Andy Griffith Playhouse 

and definite plans for a public library which is estimated to 

cost one million two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($1 , 250,000) 

v1ith a solar heating system VJhich has been approved by the Federal 

Energy Department . A grant will be made by this department to 

implement the system and it is understood that this special sys­

tem will be used as a demonstration for those towns of like size 

interested in solar heating . 

When the library is moved from the Kochtitzky home back to 

Rockford Street , can we still have little children like we had 

before carrying their little paperback books vJi th a photographer 

taking a picture of them and a police escort to see that they are 

not hurt? 

Today there is a summer reading program at the present library 

numbering in excess of 600 boys and girls from kindergarten through 

the sixth grad~ . Mary Combs and hor efficient and creative staff 

have organized this group and are following Governor Hunt ' s sugges­

tion of teaching the children as much as possible about the state 

of North Carolina from Murphy to Manteo . 

The interest in books grows so fast , is it inconceivable that 

these children ' s children will require and demand more library 

space? If so, I ' m sure that sufficient room is being provided for 

any needed expansion . 

I stopped at this timemd began to reflect on what had brought 

me thus far. What had be\3.n the driving force that had caused me to 

choose such a program as cancer control and a program of organization? 
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so many of our young people of today speak of "finding themselves" . 

1:Jell , this idea isn ' t something new, for long ago , Mat thew Arnold 

suggested that , as individuals , we should resolve to be ourselves 

and know that he who finds himself , loses his misery . 

My husband had lived in Mount Airy for a number of years 

before we were married. Because he was traveling a great deal 

and v1e had no children , we boarded at the Blue Ridge Hotel , which 

was the center for many social events . 

Not because of my popularity but because I was so available , 

I was going to parties , filling in a t the last moment for bridge 

clubs, and sometimes playing morning , noon , and night . Someone 

has said that first you assert yourself--like young people of 

today do, then you may get disgusted with yourself , but to accom­

plish anything worthv1hile, you must forget yourself! 

Indeed , I thought surely , I must have some hidden talent , 

and with the approval of my husband , I went to Salem College to 

take voice . There I found I1iss Lillian Beaty ; and took my first 

voice lesson . She suggested if I would organize a voice class of 

not less than ten , she would come to Mount Airy each week and give 

lessons . I came back and immediately contacted each member of 

the choir of the First Baptist Church. Soon , I had the minimum 

number she required , but the problem of where to give these 

lessons had not been solved. I asked my good friend , Mrs . Mamie 

Jackson, who rras away from home all day selling her lovely clothes 

to the ·women of the town , if I could use her living room for this 

Purpose. She agreed and even joined the voice class! 

I called Miss Beaty after getting her minimum number and 
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asked if she would spend the night in Mount Airy and direct the 

choir of the First Baptist Church . She said yes , she ' d be glad 

to . I immediately called the l1ethodist Church , and asked if they 

would like to have Miss Beaty direct their choir . Their board of 

governors, along with the same responsible people of the Baptist 

Church , accepted this plan VJith enthusiasm . She came and carried 

out these plans for four years , and I was kept quite busy during 

those years making sure that the churches and the large living 

room where she gave her private classes were made comfortable 

and everything in order ·for her . 

Miss Beaty , a native of Boston , had no fear of snow and ice . 

There were only a few times when she had to cancel these appoint -

ments because of the weather . On the few occasions when not even 

buses v1ere running , and she could not make the trip , I had to noti­

fy all of these people of her cancellation . However , I was able to 

persuade each person I called to help by calling another. In 

spending the night , it fell to my lot to find a place she could 

stay for free! Another yankee and a good friend of mine , l1rs. 

Sargent , filled this need , and Mi.ss Beaty just loved the "downy 

puff 11 on her bed! 

I was elected chairman of the choir committee and while I 

did not discover any hidden talents like a great voice , I was 

able to interest the church in appropriating sufficient funds for 

our sheet music, and within a short time we bought a new organ . 
,h . 

... J..s organ replaced an old organ presented the church by AndrevJ 

Carne · 
gJ..e ovor twenty-six years prior to this . We were fortunate 

.:.r: ha · 
• VJ..ng as a member of the choir committee , a gifted and artistic 

,, 
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draftsman from the quarry who used those talents in making the 

woodr10rk around the organ blend vii th the pulpit furniture . The 

night the organ was dedicated , I had invited Dr . George Thompson , 

head of the department of music at Woman ' s College in Greensboro , 

to be our special guest . In making the decision of the type of 

organ we should buy , his advice had been requested and gladly 

given . Dr . Thompson was well known by a number of his students 

in the town and his name and reputation filled the church the 

night he was our guest . 

My hidden talent was not the great voice I hoped it would 

be , but perhaps it VJas in leadership and the ability to organize , 

and this was what I would need in my work the rest of my life . 

Certainly for these four busy years when I felt I had found 

something worthwhile to occupy my mind , I had as Matthew Arnold 

said , lost my misery , but later the misery came back! The return 

of that misery got me involved in club work . 

One pretty afternoon when I was going dovm the street praying 

for something worthwhile to do , I came to the Methodist ehurch on 

)iXie and _ Franklin_ 
and realized from the parked cars , that 

the ··:oman 
1 
s Club was meeting there . I really didn 1 t v1ant to go 

in , because I did not think this rras the answer to my prayer , but 

I had nothing else to do and found myself seated tovmrd the front 

Of the small auditorium . All the seats , s usual , in the back of 

the room ·were filled . This was the date when officers were sched­

Uled to be elected . However , I did not know about this . Much to 

my surprise and chagrin , I was nominated recording secretary- -an 

undesirable job in any organization ~ I thought of vvithdravJing my 
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name, but a prominent , wealthy woman had also been nominated , and 

1 was quite sure she vmuld be elected . I was mistaken , and nent 

out v1ith this job , and oh , what a difference that day made! I 

served in this office for two years , ~d was elected president of 

the Mount Airy 1'foman 1 s Club , another office which I held for two 

years . Then I was elected district president of the State Fed­

eration. Thi.s too was a two - year term , but I served only one 

year and was promoted to second vice- president , which made me 

chairman of the 16 districts in the state . I served two years in 

this office , and was nominated president of the North Carolina 

Federation of \/omen ' s Clubs . I declined this office , for I felt 

that I v1as coming along too fast and vJanted to knon more about 

what I was doing . I was nominated and elected Chairman of the 

Educational Department and served two years in this office a.ncfl 

v1as for a second time nominated and elected President of the 

North Carolina Federation of \/omen ' s Clubs . During my second year 

in this office , I presented to the Federation a motion that we 

adopt the American Society for the Control of Cancer as our special 

project . This v1as adopted unanimously . I believe now , as I was 

led to believe then , that all of this was brought about through 

my prayers . Here is the prayer I made while walking the streets 

and before finding myself seated in the parlor of tho Methodist 

Church where officers were being elected : 

"I seek , 0 Lord , some purpose in my life , 

Some end whichvJill my daily acts control . 

So many days seem wasted now to me--

All disconnected hours that by me roll . 
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Help me to choose , 0 Lord , while I am still young , 

Something to keep befor e me as a goal . rr 



CHAPTER VI 

The state commander had no office and nothing to put in it , 

but hoping to eventually change this , she asked her husband if 

he could divide his office space with her , let her use his type-

writer , typewriter table , one filing cabinet , and his adding 

machine. Every penhy had to be watched with great care , so his 

gem clips, rubber bands , pencils , stapler , and such were greatly 

appreciated! Then the problem of a car was brought forcefully to 

his attention . He carefully selected a second- hand Pontiac and 

made the down payment . Later on he made the other payments . I 

had been driving a car since 1917 when he told me that the new 

one he bought was my wedding present , but I had never driven alone 

for any distance . During the years that I held an office in the 

Sta.te Federation of Women 1 s Clubs , I always had an eager group of 

enthusiastic women going with me . I had no words to describe my 

fear and great loneliness when I started out alone to talk to 

Tar Heel citizens about cancer control . The world was a very much 

safer Place then , than today . My husband had been a member of the 
T' 

.s. Forest Service for a number of years and was accustomed to 

taking his car to remote sections of the forest . When it needed 
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repairs he had to do it, so he knew a great deal about automobiles . 

I depended on him to check my car each week , before l started on a 

trip . It was filled v,rith gas , and my plan was not to stop at any 

filling station until I was safe within the city where I was going . 

Over the years I had to learn that people in filling stations along 

the way were safe to deal with , md that they were interested in 

cancer , too . This was an opportunity to talk with them and to 

leave some literature for them and their families . 

At that time , cancer literature was a great part of the pro ­

gram . The National So ciety credited us for a reasonable amount 

of the literature but not enough to do much in the way of pu t ting 

i t in the hands of the people we were organizing . We got around 

t his problem by asking the Mount Airy Merchants Association to 

mimeograph copies for us . They responded in a fine way , and as 

each county was organized we asked the leaders to do the same . 

Without the funds for travel I sought the help of Forsyth 

County , a near neighbor with an en t husiastic Junior Woman ' s Club . 

I learned they would sponsor the campaign and had named Aileen 

Hepler as campaign chairman . Aileen had invited me down for lunch, 

and she prepared it with all ease in spite of the fact she had 

four or five small childr en . 

We started out to contact as many people as possible . The 

carriage held two babies with one walking beside it until he 

became exhausted , then he was put in the carriage . We met and 

talked with many prominent people that afternoon , and before leav­

ing her , I reali zed what a powerhouse I had in her . She had the 

full support of her club , and this Junior Woman ' s Club remains 

"' 
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today , 1980 , one of the most active clubs in North Carolina . 

Aileen Hepler also had the medical support through the active 

participation of Dr . Coy Carpenter, Dr . Carpenter had served as 

the first appointed Chairman of Cancer Control of the State Medi-

cal Society , and no doctor had shown more interest in it . Now· , he 

was the first dean of the School of Medicine at Bowman Gray in 

\!inston- Salem, He had been able to build this medical school 

there because of his great influence with the people of wealth 

in the city . Aileen Hepler could draw on this influence in or­

ganizing her county . She put on a most successful campaign. The 

total returns for Forsyth County this first year was $1 , 675 - 76 . 

At the same time Surry County raised $256 . 95 , which was more than 

Forsyth in proportion to the population . These figures seem 

exceedingly small today , but this was Vlhen , using a cliche , the 

"Almighty Dollar" was really almight;y. From that time on, as we 

·:ell know, it has been on the "skids" downw·ard. 

The state was handicapped in 1941 by having a leader appoint­

ed so near campaign time . My appointment came February 17, 1941, 

but this handicap did not compare r.ri th the terrific shock which 

le received on December 8th of that year . I was in Villiamston , 

orth Carolina hoping to organize that town and county . We heard 

over the radio of shocking news of Pearl Harbor . Tho hotel where 

I Was staying was at an intersection which proved to be a most 

lrn:portant on e that night and for days to come , for it vras the 

route used by the Armed Forces who were on their way to Norfolk , 

Virginia . This hotel had been a large colonial home . The High­

·:ay Department in order to build a road had done almost everything 
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to this home but demolish it . The turn here to Norfolk was at 

right angles and the armed forces had to stop and make adjust ­

ments before they could move their heavy equipment by . The guests 

~ere up most of the night watching and listening to necessary 

military orders , as the forces passed our corner . Being in that 

hotel was as near being a part of that great army as one could 

imagine! 

Certainly , no one was interested in hearing about deaths 

from cancer at that time , and knowing this , I started for home 

the next day . Needless to say , there was not very much money 

collected in 1942 . However , Surry County was just $6 . 00 short of 

what she had collected the year before • 

. F'rom the time that George divided his office space with me 

and permitted me to use his telephone , provided I answered his 

calls when he was out , Hount Airy v~as known as State Headquarters 

of the Cancer Society . Having observed the excellent program 

Vihich was being conducted in New York , I was convinced that North 

Carolina would have to offer something other than an educational 

:Pr ogram if we were to recruit and reta::Ln the interest of the 

:people in cancer . 

During this year of great shock , 1942 , I contacted Dr . Thomas 

arron , Surgeon General of u.s. Public Health Service , to ask his 

suggestions for such a program . He stated t hat they had no partic­

lar program that they would suggest for any state because the needs 

Of states wePe different . He gave me a list of states that had 

ooct Programs and suggested I write them for particulars . The find­

~ngs Of this survey resulted in a three point program for cancer 
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control on a statewide basis . It was as follows : 

1 . .Stateriide education for Cane er Control . 

2. Legislation for Cancer Control--a bill to authorize the estab­

lishment of a Cancer Control program in the State Board of 

Health . 

3· fl. statewide program of cancer clinics to be organized by doctors 

and under t he supervision of the Cancer Committee of the State 

Medical Society for the diagnosis of cancer . The clinics were 

designed for all persons . A meeting of the executive committee 

was held in Raleigh , and the program was adopted unanimously . 

Now we had goals to work toward , and soon every part of the 

state ·wanted a cancer clinic . Women who were afraid to go to 

their own doctors-- for some of the doctors discouraged the special 

concern about cancer , ac cusing them of having cancer phobia from 

this educational program- -would join four or five other women and 

gladly go. It is generally knovm we lose a great deal of fear 

when we move in mass . The soldier on the battlefield faces death 

with his buddies , but wouldn ' t be so brave if he were all alone • 

. ith the first visit to the clinic , the patient loses some fear, 

regardless of the outcome of the examination . A:rter this it was 

much easier to make an appointment and go alone to ihe family phy-

sician . 

Clinics were manned by doctors in the state \Vho had shown 

special interest in the subject of cancer . The clinics did not 

treat cancer , but advised the patients to return to their ovm 

doctor or a hospital if they needed further studies . They were 

given the findings by the cancer clinics , whether they had any 

... 
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symptoms of cancer or not . We found that the doctor was bene­

fited by serving in the clinic. He had the benefit of group con­

sultation and saw many more cancer patients than he rrould have in 

his own office . 

In addition to saving lives by discovering cancer in the 

early stages , when there is hope for a cure , the So ciety realizes 

the educational value of these cl inics and believes that they 

were a dramatic and decided step toward making Ever y Doctor ' s 

Office a Cancer Detection Center . 

No county in the state had been more thoroughly educated 

than Forsyth , in the cancer program . Every group had been in-

valved from t ho mayor to the paper boy. The story uas told about 

a young boy whose mother and father vrere exceedingly active in the 

cancer program, so he decided that he would have a part too . In 

delivering his papers , he solicited his patrons and as a result 

turned in $50 . The last campaign put on as representatives of 

the American Society for Control of Cancer was sponsored jointly 

by the Junior Vioman ' s Club and the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

They used eveiJ educational gimmick , including films , literature , 

and little cancer warning signals attached to every advertisement 

from the person selling a loaf of bread to the sophisticated 

:adies Ready to Wear , Montaldo ' s . Perhaps , if any county could 

afford to ask that the health agency be included in the Community 

Chest cam.paign, Forsyth could . The Heart Association was begin-

ning to bloom and the businessmen knew that something had to be 

done to limit such campaigns . But with a .strong conviction by 

the National Society and the State Division that much of the 
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educational program would be lost if this Health Agency were 

i ncluded in a Community Chest , or as it is called today , The 

United ~'iay ; we were not per mitted to a c cept any funds collec ted 

in this j oint effort . 'I1her e was a group of Junior Club Women vvho 

felt that this pol i cy \vas right and agreed to put on the campaign . 

Hrs . Hepler was no longer with us , but t her e was a group of young 

club vromen who held their organizational mee t ing in one of the 

homes in the city , and t he press as usual was i n vi ted to attend . 

The Winston- Salem Journal and Sentinel denied this right to the 

r eporters , saying they would suppor t only c ampaigns included in 

the Community Chest . After attending the meeting in the home of 

t hese gracious and br ave \Nomen , I went by t he offic e of the news­

paper . I vras never more angry or "flabbergasted" than when I 

r ealized what that paper had done! Reporters and newspaper 

editors are lmovm for their fight for f r eedom of press , and here 

\'ias one of our best knovm state papers refusing this freedom to 

their citizens . This vJas j ust "beyond the pale . " I guess they 

had forgotten what the gr eat Voltair e had said many years ago : 

" I do t no agree with a word you way , but I will defend to the 

cieath your right to say it • " Had this paper gone to press through 

· ts editorial page and criticized the Cancer Society for its 

stand on a separate campaign and at the same time giving the 

::;ociety an opportunity to answ·er their criticism, this would have 

been freedom of press . After venting my feelings , fue women 

r enort • ers gave me a real lift as I passed by their desks ; I saw 

the~ 
-r ha.nds silently applauding vrhat I had said . 

This was the night that the cancer clinic at the Baptist 

... 
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Hospital was to be opened. I had been invited there as their 

guest. I asked the editor if tbey expected to be present at this 

opening. His reply was , "Oh , yes, v1e 111 be right there." 

This was the first clinic to open in North Carolina . It was 

solely operated by the doctors at the Baptist Hospital. The 

clinic bore a plaque identifying it as : 

rrumor Clinic 

Supported by : Forsyth County Unit 

Field Army , American Cancer Society , 

Sponsored by : 

~inston-Salem Junior Womans Club 

Established April 4 , 1944 

This clinic was established in memory of one of Winston-

Salem ' s most beloved womenmd the first president of the North 

Carolina Federation of Women ' s Clubs , Mrs . Lindsay Patterson . 

Speaking of newspapers , the "/inston- Salem Journal and Sent­

inel , under a different publisher and a few years hence , ''as to 

play a big part in saving the cancer clinics operated by the State 

Board of Health . The doctors of Forsyth County reflecting the 

··;ork of Aileen Hepler and her loyal volunteers v1ere to show their 

concern for cancer by conducting annual Symposium . These one day 

me tings sponsored by the Forsyth County Medical Society in cooper­

e.tion \'lith the Forsyth Cancer Service , brought to this section of 

t' 
ne state the most knowledgeable doctors from Harvard , Columbia 

Uciversity , New York College of Medicine , Temple University , etc . 

I am a·ware that these symposium started in 1951 and went through 

They may have continued, but I have no record of it . 

•• 
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The time came when Aileen Hepler ' s children were beginning 

to grow up and with t he help of her mother , she began teaching at 

-qeynolds Senior High School . Her teaching career began in 1958 

and vvent through 1976 . 

She was especially interested in the German language and 

continued her studies until she gained her Master ' s Degree with 

a major in German . She soon got involved in a most interesting 

and exciting program . A plan v1as rmrked out nhich involved taking 

some of her best pupils along v1i th other high school students , who 

wanted to expand their knowledge in Ger man , to Germany Hith their 

teachers for a part of the summer . There they would hear t he 

l anguage spoken corr ectly a.nd would lear n to speak it fluently • 

.She continued these trips , and the last year or two she chaperoned 

all the students from various high s chools . She never failed to 

'!r ite me each year of her interesting experiences and the side 

Lrips they took . 



CHAPTER VII 

The Executive Committee had insisted I employ some help in 

the state office . Up until this time I had served as the secre­

tary and the janitor. I learned that a very efficient woman, 

Ruth Sargent Martin, had resigned her position with the Mount 

Airy quarry. I persuaded her to help in our great cause by giv­

ing me three hours each morning at $1 . 50 per hour. 

In the spring of 1943, my mother, who had a heart attack the 

year before, became quite ill. In trying to spend some time in 

Atlanta with her and still not neglect the April campaign, I asked 

Ruth to schedule each week's appointments so that I would be as 

convenient as possible to a train that would take me to Atlanta 

on Friday night. The precision with which she did this and the 

number of meetings she had me attending, with a marked map, was 

really astounding and a work of art. She had me scheduled to 

speak from three to five places in one day with the number of 

miles between each place and the number of minutes worked out for 

each speech. She had impressed those counties who had invited me 

With the importance of being prompt in their arrangements. I can 

scarcely believe it now, but I filled every appointment. 

Included in these appointments was one that Miss Gertrude 
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Weil of Goldsboro had arranged. She wanted me to speak at one of 

the schools. Miss Weil, at this time, was ninety-one years old 

and had terminal cancer. The Weil family was well known in North 

carolina and had meant so much to the growing university at Chapel 

Hill. She and her brothers sponsored the Weil lectures each year, 

which brought to the state the most learned people in their spe­

cialties. Miss Gertrude was a strong supporter and an untiring 

worker in gaining for women the right to vote or women's suffrage. 

Over the years, Miss Weil had led the fight for her county in 

cancer control. 

At this special time her show of courage and fortitude 

inspired her county and the entire state. Indeed, it made me for-

get my tight and demanding schedule . Needless to say, her death 

was a great loss to the state of North Carolina. 

One week my mother, in all of her illness, noticed how pale 

and weary I was and insisted I not come back the next week, but 

spend the weekend in bed. 

I lost my mother April lOth of that year (1943). This was 

just the beginning of personal losses that would face me during 

the next two years. My brother, who was like a twin, only nine­

teen months difference in our ages, died in January of 1945 and 

my husband in June of that same year. 

Now I had three jobs. George had been very sick for three 

Weeks, and orders for lumber, which had not been filled were 

becoming of prime importance. Then too, it was spring and the 

farm activities which had been neglected during his illness just 

had to be taken care of. The sheep had to be sheared and many 

.. 
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of the ewes had to be sent to the market, and now was the time 

for spring planting. 

George had a wonderful person to ship his lumber, but before 

this could be done, a complete inventory had to be made of what 

he had and where it was. This meant I had to go with Mr. Turner 

to locate George's possessions. 

I recall that the farm hands were transferred to the lumber 

yards when that seemed most urgent and then they were transferred 

back to the farm when the urgency there seemed more intense. 

I asked both the state and national office for a leave of 

absence to get these matters settled, but they wanted me to stay 

on and feel free to take time out for these other jobs. 

That summer I asked my sister, Ethel Miller, with a salary 

paid by me, to help with my added responsibilities. I knew I had 

a most capable person. She was a highly regarded teacher of North 

Fulton High School in Atlanta, Georgia, with a Phi Beta Kappa Key 

from Emory University. She had majored in history but had been 

teaching Latin and Mathematics for a number of years. 

When I needed her help in the cancer program, she moved into 

that office and took care of my needs. If I needed her more in 

the lumber business, she fitted into that; in fact, she taught me 

how to read a lumber tally, or if I needed her help on the farm, 

she could assist there, too. 

As Shakespeare said, "Beware the Ides of March," and it seems 

so much occurred from this time through April. I recall prior to 

this that my sister was in charge of study hall at North Fulton 

High School and upon closing the heavy door of the auditorium, 

.. 
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the door knob came off in her hand and she fell backwards, break­

ing her hip. The students were very much concerned, but she 

asked them to just call an ambulance and not move her because she 

thought she had a broken bone. 

It was campaign time, and I could not be with her any length 

of time, so made arrangements with Maryfield Nursing Home to bring 

her there. This proved to be a most delightful place to recuper-

ate, and when I went by to see her from time to time, I was amazed 

at the lovely gifts she had received from the students at North 

Fulton High. I enjoyed seeing Mother Superior and all the nuns 

when I went down, and they were exceedingly considerate of me, 

knowing that I was on the road constantly putting on the April 

campaign of cancer control. 

One beautiful day while I was there, two of the nuns came to 

my sister's room and were admiring the lovely gifts which had 

come from the students. One of them, a young vivacious person 

who always kept us laughing, decided she wanted to see just how 

that soft silk would feel next to her body and decided to try on 

one of the gowns. I was posted at the door to watch for Mother 

Superior while she made the change. This was just for a second 

though, because she didn't dare let Mother Superior come and find 

her. Soon she was back in her habit. 

Maryfield at that time was housed in a large home or what 

they might have called the Penny Mansion. Ethel's room was on 

the front, and when the two Sisters left the room, we saw them 

Walking over the front lawn saying their Rosaries. We had the 

feeling that there was a fervent prayer with this ritual for any 
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possible offense to their dedication . 

I hope I never have to go to a nursing home , but if I do , 

Maryfield with the tender loving care of those dear nuns would be 

my choice . 

The lovely gifts from the students at North Fulton High 

School showed their feelings which were to be demonstrated again 

later . 

This high school , North Fulton , located in the northern sec -

tion of Atlanta , where families of means had their homes , served 

not only this district but many students from the city . The senior 

annual, always decorated with its Coat of Arms, measured approx­

imately nine by twelve inches . There was an enrollment of one 

hundred seventy-five seniors in 1954 with a faculty of something 

in excess of fifty . At no other time when I saw an annual was it 

dedicated to an individual , but always to a Christian ideal , some­

times by a verse and praying hands . Remember, this was 195L~--now, 

1980, I doubt if such emphasis would be placed on Christianity, 

for the great emphasis is on separation of Church and State . 

The dedication is as follows: 

"To a teacher who has helped to lead us forward on our highway 

of school life ; 

To a friend whose spirit has challenged us to greater things 

for our future journeys , 

~ 0 a Christian Lady whose patience and courage in misfortune 

have been an inspiration to al l , 

The Senior Class, in sincere appreciation , 

Dedic ates this 1954 Hi- 1./ays to Miss Ethel Lynne Miller • 11 

·' 
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These students had watched my sister ' s complexion gradually 

turn from a perfect blonde to slate color due to overdoses of 

Nitrite of Silver sprayed directly into her sinuses . In the 

beginning they and the teachers thought her condition to be heart 

trouble and insisted on carrying her books up stairs for her . It 

has been only in the last f ew years that we have known the effects 

of nitrite in the curing of meat bu t even the use of argyrol , a 

derivative of nitrite of silver , as a relief of pain in connect-

ion with a sore throat was well known and extensively used then . 

My sister never referred to her misfortune , but bore it nith 

grace and fortitude. No doubt , she was reassured by .~·~dmund 

Burke 1 s "Assets of Greatnes,s. 11 

It was surprising to see how many of her former students had 

depended on her to get them over hard places . She had been invited 

to a town in Georgia where she had spent many years teaching . The 

church was having a centennial celebration and one of its members , 

an attorney with grandchildren , recalled how she had made it 

possible for him to study law. As a student , he had needed a lot 

of extra help on his Latin and recalled how they had sat on the 

front steps after school v1as out and with her drilling , he had 

learned "Virgil" and had really en joyed it! Another former stu­

dent who is now not too far from Mount Airy and is headmaster of 

his school , had kept in close contact with her his entire adult 

life . He had been her student in R. L. Hope Grammar School in 

Atlanta , and it so happened that she was transferred to North 

Vllton the same year he went there . In one of his letters he 

·rote , "I have always tried to emulate Miss Miller and she is 
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never very far from my mind . " 

At a sad moment , I was to learn when meeting with the Clerk 

of the Court , to examine the contents of her lockbox follovring her 

death, it is desirable or required that the attorney or person 

witnessing a will be contacted to verify their signature . When 

the well-kno~TI law firm in Atlanta was called for this purpose, 

the lawyer said , "Yes , this is my signature , and Miss Miller was 

one of my teachers . 11 

My sister ' s misfortune , a living sorrow, which all of the 

members of her family shared , made her contribution to young 

people even more blessed . 

"The quality of mercy is not strain ' d , 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath . 

It is twice bless ' d : 

It blesseth him that gives and him 

that takes . " 



CHAPTER VIII 

i~ow , there appeared in the Greensboro Daily News , under 

" oday and Tomorrow, " Walter Lippmann ' s Rules for Success . They 

... re as follow·s : 

" :~keen sense of need and enthusiasm ; that sense of a special 

ission which carry men above and beyond themselves . 'l'his is the 

_!'oven way in which any art is mastered and brought to its full -

" t development . We must be zealots for our cause, and be in a 

osition to make ourselves a nuisance to those who do not pay 

ttention to us . " 

I not only too~ these rules as my own guide , but suggested that 

thers who were equally as devoted , do the same . These rules 

tood me in good stead in my many visits to the newspapers of the 

utate and some of the doctors offices . 

The Greensboro Daily News enjoys a circulation in North 

arolina , perhaps greater than any other paper in the state . The 

"~'·rr. or city is centrally located and is surrounded by colleges and 

,.iversities . It has been said that this section is the "Gateway 

to ":'l.e South . " I had subscribed to this paper for many years and 

!'sonally knew the Jeffress , Mr . Kendall , and \!illiam D. Snider , 

d visited the office quite frequently on my trips over the state . 

•' 
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..... .:.kewise , I sought the support of the other newspapers of North 

8arolina when I v1as in their area . 

In other words , perhaps I was taking the advice of Greens­

bor o' s prestigious columnist , V/alter Lippman , making myself a 

uisance . For I found that this paper as vtell as others in the 

state were follovling the usual custom of announcing that patients 

·ho died of cancer had died of a "lingering i1lness . " I believe 

this attitude on the part of people in general kept the patient 

rom going to the doctor in time for help . ~here was such a hope­

:ess feeling , and some even thought that "nice people" did not 

aVE. t his trouble . This v1as the same attitude that caused beloved 

others and v1ives to speak of their trouble , CANC::;R , as female 

<;rouble . It W® my plea to this paper that we remove the shroud 

hom the departed loved one and in so doing help to save the life 

f a dear one ill with female trouble! 

Soon the Greensboro Daily News was to become one of our 

utrongest supporters in the total program of cancer control . 

In addition to this fine interest in cancer I recall the 

beautiful articles written by r!illiam D. Snider , describing his 

journey into i'!estern North Carolina in the fall of the year . 

:here is a Chinese proverb that says , "one picture is worth more 

t'.2n ten thousand words . " Mr . Snider had the rare gift of raint ­

'ng "Cictures with words . 

Now we are involved v1ith pictures but of a different sort . 

~had made arrangements vJith the King Cotton Hotel for a district 

eeting and had much more room upstairs than we had people to fill 

vhc space . But there was a balcony just outside the room v1hich 

,• 
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r looked the lobby . In trying to call attention to that word 

~~ , I placed posters on the balcony so that guests below 

: uld see them . This hotel was a popular eating place for local 

r ~dents as well as the traveling public , but before lunch time , 

manager came to me and asked that our posters be turned so 

t hj_s guests would not see them in going into the dining room . 

all realized that these posters did not sell our cause because 

y didn ' t sell it to any of us . They ·were gruesome and might 

e been more appropriate for a medical meeting . The women in 

... states began to murmur about them . This led to the product­

n of artistic posters and chmged our type of films , so there 

no danger of a woman fainting in viewing a film as happened 

those early days . The most attractive poster which vias devel ­

d ''/as the one produced by the great artist , Albert Dorne . The 

· ~le of this poster was "Guard Those You Love - Give to Conquer 

~cer . 11 

One of the successful tools used at this time and carried 

_ Jver the state v1as a mechanical woman . This was a life- like 

size mannekin demonstrating with an electric light how a cancer 

the breast , if not discovered and arrested in time, traveled 

::'vUSh the lymph nodes to other parts of the body . It was di ffi -

~ to take from district to district, but it was a most dramatic 

successful demonstration of how a certain cell is c·arried from 

ce; to place . 

The first person I came in contact with v1ho had advanced 

Cvr nas in Hount Airy . I Yrent to his home , not knov.ring v1hat 

:.pect , but I have never seen such a pitiful situation . The 

,. 

r 
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people were very poor and the only dressing he had for his wounds 

···ere dirty rags with newspaper v1rapped around them. I made up my 

mind immediately that surgical dressings had to be made. I called 

together some of the people who were making dressings for the Red 

Cross, and they consented to make some for the .Society and told me 

~hen they would be ready for distribution. I saw that this man 

had plenty, and the County Health Department nas also supplied. 

::'his was the beginning of one of the biggest programs we sponsored 

throughout the years. 

Even before one single county was organized in North Carolina 

for cancer control, I started writing to Duke University about a 

ca..11cer program. These letters vere a constant reminder to them 

tha.t Harvard University had a most challenging program vrhich the 

university had founded in Massachusetts. My suggestion to Duke 

··.-,~ 

v.t:> that they could do the same for North Carolina. 

Very soon I v1as greeted v1ith a chairman of the Medical Soc-

~ety v1ho was also chairman of the cancer committee of Durham 

County. Hy visit to this county led me to the most attractive, 

oung and vivacious doctor, who was eager to do everything poss-

ible to 1)romote cancer control. His name was Randolph Jones. 

It v;as a real inspiration to see him in action and as I headed 

east on my trips over the state and needed a spiritual lift, I 

ad only to come by Duke University and talk with Dr. Jones of 

the surgical department. You can imagine my great shock when I 

.. as informed of his tragic death. ','/e have had devoted doctors in 

T0r>th Carolina but never found anywhere the likes of "Randy" as 

he \"las affectionately knovm by his colleagues at Duke. 

.. 
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Iv!rs . Lenox D. Baker , daughter of Dr . Flowers , president of 

':e University , realizing that I was having difficulty in getting 

0 r oup to take an active part in Durham County and at the same 

time t r ying to fill the void made by the death of Dr. Jones , had 

:uncheon and invited me to it . Her guests were the wives of 

octors at Duke , and a cane er unit \vas established ther e . 1ie con-

.'nued over the years to have a close relationship Vli th the school 

,f medicine under the leadership of Dean Deryl Hart . Later I 

~ t ed to get clinic s establi shed in t he state for the diagnosis 

f cancer. The next dean of the s chool of medicine , Dean David­

n informed me the t umor clinics under the supervision of radio -

' ~ists at Duke vmuld be conduc ted at r egular intervals in surround-

n communities . 

ira one person from Duke served longer in the cancer program 

~ did Dr. Robert Reeves of the Radiology Department of Duke . 

jr . Charles ":ayne Rundles and Frank Engels , VJi t h a j oint 

.roj8ct , qualified , requested and received more of our funds and 

re of national ' s for research than any other .scientist . Hov1ever , 

r . lla.rj orie A. Swanson had a research program going on at the 

nnc\11 Gr ay School of Hedicine and it vras my pleasure to go ther e 

;resent her a grant in aid for this appr oved project . 

In the early forties in one of my visits to 1,inston- Salem , 

. . Coy C. Carpenter , Dean of the School of Medicine , \'Jake Forest 

·ver sity , offered me .space in his crowded quarters for my state 

"dquarters . I vms aware that mail going out from here vmuld 

ny mo r e prestige than mail f r om Mount Airy . IIe explained that 

~uld not have any space for the shipment of literature , but 

•, ohed 
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. at I could find a place for that at a reasonable amount . I 

:ought about this several days before giving him an ans 'Jer but 

:in£l.lly decided it would be best to leave headquarters in r·1ount 

~ry , because I Tianted the interest of other hospitals . 

During the years I vmtched Dr . Carpenter build his great 

school of medicine . On August 6, 1972, Chester S . Davis Tirote , 

wrhe ·.·:al..:e Forest University r-Iedical Center is the product of 

."'o Hiracles . The first occurred in the forties Tihen the late 

0oy C. Carpenter , having been told a minimum of ::>10 million \'/Ould 

Je needed to open a new medical managed the job on a i600 , 000 

shoestring . " .Hr . Davis went on to say , "The second just completed 

mir acle was the United North Carolina Baptist Hospital and the 

Bovnnan Gray School of Hedicine into a cohesive , modern r:1edical 

center at the pricely cost of $4~· · 3 million raised by the hro 

institutions v1hen they v1ere both bankrupt! 11 I have vmndered aloud 

·md silently rJhy couldn ' t some part of the nevr medical structu:ve 

ha.vo been named for Dr . Coy Carpenter , the one man more than a.ny 

other vrho made the first miracle possible and therefore created 

the need for the second miracle? I would still like to know the 

~swer to this question . 

This man played golf plenty of times when he was too vJeary to 

co to the course , but it gave him an opportunity to ta.lk to people 

~: means about his great dream . 

The State of Virginia had a very active program nhich had 

~een in operation for a number of years . In the spring of 1942 , 

-received an invitation to attend their annual meeting being held 

.:.r. ?oanoke . I gladly accepted . Mrs . Lucille Alexander , State 
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Commander for Virginia, and I had become good friends, and I 

"anted to know more about her program. The weather was beautiful 

.. nd Mrs. Mamie Jackson was persuaded to go with me. In our trip 

over, Bent Mountain held no fears for us, but about the middle of 

the afternoon, a sudden, terrific snow storm came and nov,r this 

mountain became a major hazard. Although we started up that 

mountain, we were forced to turn around and come back. The roads 

~r. every direction in Roanoke were being covered with snow and 

.:.ce, and the highway patrol was advising everyone to stay off 

:hem. We again registered in the hotel to spend another night. 

·.e had no idea that the snow and ice would continue for days, and 

that \'fe would not be able to get back to Mount Airy. 

'Ve took our lives in our hands after three days and decided 

to come home. Roads to Stuart, Virginia, had been cleared, but 

·hen vre left Stuart we came to a fork in the road. One was to 

'inston-Salem and one to Mount Airy. The fog was so great, nei-

tner of us could read the sign when we got to it, but Mrs. Jackson 

got out of the car and went to the sign to read it. She was just 

aying to get home! When she got back in she said, "It is just a 

cneet of ice on this ground!" When I got in town, I realized I 

•ould have to take her home, which was on the outskirts of town 

before going to my apartment. I made the trip safely and parked 

~n front of my apartment . The granite steps and the walkway were 

covered with ice. I recalled I locked the car and left everything 

except my pocketbook and crawled up those steps! I was never more 

thankful to be safe again, but despite this, I feel I profited by 

seeing Lucille's state in operation. I heard later that my husband 
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.ad been in great danger in Carroll County from this same snow-

:orm. 

I do not recall anything else about Lucille ' s meeting , but 

... ··as impressed vJi th the feeling which she expressed in these 

.rses : 

"You have to have a "glory" in the work you do , 

A Hallelujah chorus in the heart of you , 

Paint or tell a story , 

Sing or shovel coal , 

You have to have that glory , 

or your work will lack a soul . 

Oh , Lord! Is it too much for you to give? 

For I have to have that Glory , 

or I j ust can ' t live!" 

Author Unknown 

Lucille and I were to share another harrowing experience . 

:·ational Meeting was being held in Miami in a beautiful hotel 

n the waterfront , when a hurricane carne in . Mother Nature was 

re:.lly ki cking up a storm . We had had meetings all day , and I 

"S stretched out on the bed fo r a restful nap , when the wind and 

:ter came like fury . It lapped upon the side of the hotel and 

'ne only had to look out of our window to see the great and fur ­

~Jus vraves . Soon the lights were all out and an attendant was 

. rning through the halls with a lantern and telling us to turn on 

t. e bathtubs and save all the 1vater we could . However , Lucille 

·ad had time for her bath and had dressed herself with unusual 

::Gtre . She was thor oughly disgusted _ with me , because I had lingered 
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on the bed and her comment was , "Nancy , how can you stay there 

::ke that? '#hen I meet my Maker , I want to look the very best 

I can!" 

Our meeting was not completely over , but the next morning 

·C.th the first floor in complete shambles , every person was v1ading 

t:1e VJater and getting out the best way she could . She had to 

f::.nd some breakfast and then rearrange her schedule for trans­

.ortation home . 

This was a meeting that was never officially adjourned! 

•' 



CHAPTER I X 

It was customary for the North Carolina Federation of Women's 

Clubs to hold district meetings (there were sixteen of them) each 

fall of the year. Now, we were in a war, and gasoline was 

rationed. Mrs. Highsmith, the president of the Federation, had 

tried to arrange a schedule so that she could get to these meet­

ings by using the bus or train . This just didn't work out. I 

was in Raleigh at that time, and she told me of her difficulty. 

I said to her, "Well, as a health agency, I have no trouble in 

getting gas; so if you will let me have time on your programs to 

present the cancer cause, I will use my car and take you to the 

meetings." This reminded me of a story which was told about the 

two men who found themselves at a rough crossing. One man was 

blind but could walk; the other man could see but was crippled. 

So they worked out a plan which took them across this difficult 

place. The man who was blind but could walk took the man who was 

crippled but could see on his shoulders, and they, working toge­

ther, reached their goal. 

The women's clubs and the cancer cause working together this 

year advanced both causes. In October of 1943, the Woman's Col­

lege of the University of North Carolina in Greensboro was 

.. 
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celebrating its 50th anniversary, and I received an invitation to 

attend. I had many friends on the faculty. Chief among them was 

Dr. Harriet Elliot who had accepted my invitation to be my advi­

sor during the two years that I was president of the North Caro­

lina Federation of Women's Clubs. As a speaker at my last con­

vention in Charlotte, she remarked, "I have been a member of the 

Federation for many years, but have enjoyed the past two years 

ore than any other time." In describing her enthusiasm for the 

two years, it seemed to me that she was trying to tell us that 

she had had a "swell" time. This was her pet expression. 

One lesson we learned in dealing with the human race that 

the more we involve people in the things we are doing and the more 

they become a part of it, the more interest we create. 

We had a number of faculty members serving as chairmen of 

different departments of the Federation from this great institu­

tion, and our official club magazine was published by the Exten­

sion Department of this college. 

North Carolina did not wait for bells to be rung and all the 

gl~orous things used later. John W. Kerr, Jr. of Warrenton was 

our first man campaign chairman, and in my opinion remained the 

best and the most active throughout my years as State Commander. 

He took his job seriously although he was a busy and popular mem­

ber of the state legislature. He felt it was his duty to secure 

the county campaign chairman and constantly checked with me and 

~office files to know which counties were still unorganized. 

ery often he appointed his colleagues in the legislature to 

serve. If this was not possible, he asked them to secure someone 
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from their county. This stood us in good stead when we were to 

appeal to the Legislature for funds to establish a Division of 

Cancer Control in the State Board of Health. So many of these 

embers were active in the program and interested in establishing 

this Division. It was during the time that he was campaign chair­

man that I asked the churches in Mount Airy to give a doctor time 

at their Sunday morning service to present the cancer program. 

This request was gladly complied with. This was also the year 

when on Saturday before Mothers Day I happened to be down the 

street and saw people searching for red and white roses. I got 

in touch with two of my best friends, and in no time they had one 

of the vacant stores with containers holding water and hundreds 

of roses ready to be pinned on every shoulder. Pretty young girls 

were used to pin these roses on. When the roses started getting 

low, a call was sent out to the homes begging for more. They had 

volunteers to pick up the roses so they were on the shoulders of 

the people of the street post haste. This was one of the most 

popular volunteer services I witnessed, and it made more people 

happy than one could imagine. Everyone on the street was wearing 

a red or white rose and had the added joy of knowing they were 

supporting the cancer program. 

The first state training school of the North Carolina Divi­

sion of the American Society for the Control of Cancer was held 

·n Chapel Hill during the month of March. Dr. James B. Murphy, 

head of research at Rockefeller Foundation in New York, was the 

featured speaker at our evening banquet. He was a member of the 

'ational Executive Committee, and had previously told me that if 
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he could help me in any way to let him know. 

He was born in North Carolina and had received his B.A. 

degree at Chapel Hill. For this reason we felt that he could 

exert more influence on Tar Heel doctors than any other one per­

son. We had sent personal invitations to every doctor in the 

state, and many of those who could not attend wrote letters 

e~ressing their personal appreciation for the invitation and 

their interest in the program. I had asked Dr. Murphy to prepare 

a message to be included in the Medical Journal, and the request 

was granted so those doctors who could not attend would be able 

to read his message. I recall to this day what he wrote and 

mailed to me with this article: "Please feel free to make any 

changes you think best. I have no pride in authorship." My! 

I would not have dotted an "i" or crossed a "t'' in an article by 

a man of such high regard and esteem, but was cognizant that only 

a great man would have said this. 

Dr. W. Reece Berryhill, dean of the School of Medicine at 

Chapel Hill, was host for the state meeting. 

We were delighted to greet Dr. Paul Whitaker as president of 

the Medical Society of the state of North Carolina. This was 

particularly true for we knew of his attitude toward the work of 

the Womens Field Army of the American Society for the Control of 

Cancer, which he had previously stated in a meeting of the Medical 

Society. He reiterated this attitude in these words, " I have 

investigated the Women's Field Army of the ~jffierican Society for 

the Control of Cancer and believe its purposes to be sound" ... 

"it should receive approval and cooperation from both the doctors 
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and the public ... 11 During the meeting he further stated, tiThe 

Women's Field Army has effectively called attention to the need 

for a constructive program in North Carolina to combat the cancer 

menace, 11 and said to the doctors present at this meeting, 11 I 

urgently recommend that we endorse and actively support this pro­

gram as a measure of social progress." There is no doubt in my 

mind that this meeting representing doctors throughout the state 

was the turning point in their attitudes toward this group of 

organized women. A high degree of appreciation was due the host, 

Dr. Berryhill, for its success. 

The world was not greatly shocked at the death of President 

Roosevelt in 1945, but it brought back to my mind happier days 

when I sat in bleachers cold and anxiously awaited for his first 

inaugural ceremonies. It was really shocking when the President 

came by, riding in an open car with Mrs. Roosevelt sitting next 

to him, and sleet falling on his bare head. We were wondering if 

he would live to spend much time in the White House! 

Through a North Carolina Senator I had received tickets to 

all the various functions of the inauguration. President Roose­

velt remained a very popular leader for the many years he was in 

office. 

Mrs. Roosevelt entertained the Board Members of the General 

Federation of Women's Clubs with a tea each year, and it was on 

the occasion of one of these social functions that the "President 

Crashed His Wife's Party." She did not know that he was coming 

in, and her guests were enjoying their refreshments and talking 

to each other when suddenly the large double doors entering the 
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dining room were thrown open, and his attendant announced in a 

big voice, "The President of the United States." We all forgot 

what we were saying to each other and stood aghast at this man 

who was in a wheelchair. I happened to be near enough to see how, 

~th dexterity, he manipulated each brace and was ready for his 

attendant to help him stand. After his warm greeting he told us 

that he would like to speak to each one of us individually, if 

wewould file by. The President of the General Federation intro­

duced each and told what state we represented, and he had an 

appropriate greeting for each one. As he manipulated his braces 

on leaving the group, there were tears in eyes of most of the 

women, but I heard low murmurs from some of those close to me, 

"He would, it's election year," and it's true, he would! 

I had been to the White House for these yearly teas, and 

was asked by Mrs. John D. Robinson to accompany her when she 

invited Mrs. Roosevelt to a Strawberry Festival -which. -was to be 

held in \'la1.1.ace, Nortb. Caro1.ina. Mrs. Robinson planned to enter­

tain Mrs. Roosevelt and many of the out-of-to~m guests during this 

festival. We entered the White House through the front entrance, 

and ~;rere almost immediately relieved of our coats. Mrs. Robin-

son had a package tied with ribbons, and when the attendant 

wanted to inspect it, she brought forth a smile from him when she 

said, "It's nothing but a jar of strawberry preserves." He 

replied that he would see that Mrs. Roosevelt got the jar of pre­

serves, and we went on our way. 

After we had talked about the plans for the festival and our 

allotted time was up, an attendant came to the door as customary, 
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and we s toed to leave. Mrs. Roes eve 1 t excused him and said, "I 

will see them to the door when I am through with them". Now we 

could relax, for we knew the situation was in her hands. The 

next day we found ourselves in her column, "My Day." 

My most delightful and exciting visit to the White House was 

for a luncheon. Mrs. Roosevelt was entertaining the wives of 

diplomats that day, and word had gotten to her that I had been 

of some service in trying to defeat the resolution that was pre­

sented to the Council meeting in Tulsa. That story is told ear­

lier in these pages. 

The reader might be interested in the formalities that were 

used at the White House at that time. For planned receptions, 

the guests entered through the East Room, but for a luncheon or 

dinner the guests came in through the front entrance. At this 

time a uniformed aid met me and offered his arm to take me to the 

proper place. I had been given a card showing where I would be 

seated at the luncheon table, so indicated by a cross mark. The 

aid took me to the exact spot where I was to stand until all the 

guests had been placed in their allotted positions. When the last 

guests had entered the room, Mrs. Roosevelt entered on the arm of 

an aid. He introduced each guest as she circled the room. This 

brought her to the door of the dining room where she entered first 

and the guests followed in their positioned order. The long 

dining room table was wide enough to seat two guests at each end. 

I felt I was fortunate in being seated at one end with my good 

friend, May Thompson Evans, where I could see each person at the 

table. 
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Nineteen forty-five was an extremely eventful year. The 

state had invited District Number 3 to meet with us. Twelve of 

the states in this region sent representatives. :Hrs. Howard V. 

Milligan, our national commander, and :Hrs. H. B. Ritchie, our 

regional commander, both attended. North Carolina was very proud 

to present Dean Hilton J. Rosenau of the University School of 

Public Health, who had come to the University of North Carolina 

to lend his great knowledge and experience to perfect the estab­

lishment of the School of Public Health. He had recently retired 

after having superb training and vast experience in this field. 

There were other important people at this meeting. We were 

particularly pleased for the fine support and participation of 

the deans of two schools of medicine in North Carolina, Dr. Deryl 

Hart of Duke and Dr. C. C. Carpenter of Bowman Gray . Our most 

prominent doctor from out of state was Dr. Alton T. Ochsner of the 

Ochsner Cancer Clinic of Tulane University. 

The name Eric Johnston was almost magic in the country. We 

had heard of his great accomplishments as President of the United 

States Chamber of Commerce. Therefore, we were delighted when 

he accepted chairmanship of the 1945 National Campaign of the 

~erican Cancer Society. He brought with him not only the heads 

of business and manufacturing companies, but the support of the 

labor unions. It was a great turning point in the amount col­

lected in each state which added up to the total in the nation. 

North Carolina increased its total returns by more than 500 

percent and had no difficulty in securing businessmen to lead the 

fight for cancer control. 
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A few years prior to this , vre had moved State Headquarters 

·the American Society for the Control of Cancer from the crowded 

c ... which ne first occupied to a much larger space on the same 

-::>or. \Je were able to persuade my husband, our early "guarantor" 

come with us and occupy part of the space . Now again, this 

l_edus rrith our expenses. 

~he packages of literature due to be delivered to our office, 

o.:'ten came in the early morning before anyone was there , and 

::c our guarantor was out of tovm so much of the time, they 

re left at the foot of the steps . This also included posters • 

.3heriff ' s office was at the top of the Eteps , md the Sheriff 

ed his interest in the cancer program by telling me never to 

·s this material upstairs , for he and his deputies would always 

.:.:1g it up for us. This was the thoughtful sheriff who suggested 

ccept and carry ivith me at all times, a certificate sho·wing 

.. : was a member of the State of North Carolina Sheriff's Asso-

.. .:.on. He felt that such a card might stand me in good stead 

T vrere in a situation vrhere I needed help and was not known by 

la'.·l officer. I vrith gratitude accepted it , and it is still 

y billfold , but I am thankful I have never had to use it . 

Years later, after the name of the Society had been changed 

the American Society for the Control of Cancer to the Amer-

n 8ancer Society , v1e moved our office to the Haynes Building , 

' ... rected a sign showing that it was State Headquarters of the 

rican Cancer Society. This birthplace of the American Cancer 

::.:.cty was marked and included in the Historical Sites of Surry 

:1 .. y, l)Ublished in 1976 . 
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Many of our cancer meetings were given a. lift by the happen­

ings of events not on the program. One of them took place at the 

Carolina Inn in Chapel Hill. After our morning session, we came 

to the dining room for lunch, and much to our amazement, we spied 

Raymond Massey and Charles Laughton having lunch in the same room. 

The county commander from Forsyth County, that vivacious 

Hannah Williams, suggested we invite them to come to our after­

noon session and bring greetings. I agreed that it would be 

quite interesting and appointed her to extend the invitation. 

This she was eager to do, and came back to the group reporting 

that Raymond Massey had accepted with pleasure, but Mr. Laughton 

felt that one of them would be sufficient. Raymond Massey came 

to our meeting and brought an inspiring message on cancer control. 

They had been in Greensboro and were now in Chapel Hill in the 

interest of the repertoire theater. Such rich experiences as 

this contact made those cancer leaders who were not present envi­

ous of our treat and determined that they would come the next 

time. 

During the next few months or perhaps the next year, the 

personnel of the National Society was in a state of flux. Many 

highly trained doctors who had been in the Armed Services and had 

been released, now coming home and trying to orient themselves 

into civilian life, dropped by Headquarters to see how they could 

fit into this cancer service while they looked for something per­

manent. First, we would be writing to a Major General, then a 

Colonel, and then an Admiral. During this period, the Charlotte 

unit of the Society requested the presence of the highest National 
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Officer to discuss their problems and answer their questions. 

Admiral Stephenson came after the approval of the State Division. 

He had requested that I meet him in Charlotte for this discussion. 

~ring our stay there, we had a number of sessions with the local 

unit. I recall how queer I felt at the end of each session, when 

he would rise in all his sp lender and say, "Good evening, Gentle­

men:" Now, without a word I stood (almost prepared to salute) 

and followed him out of the room! What more could I do! Of 

course, I felt this was an awkward and foolish way of dealing 

with volunteers and when hearing that he had left the New York 

office, I was delighted. 

But this year did not bring all bad luck in the National 

leadership, for it was announced that Dr. Charles S. Cameron had 

been appointed assistant medical director of the National Society. 

His picture, which appeared in the Field Army News, showed him in 

his Navy uniform as Cotmnander in the Navy Medical Corps. 

Another man who was to have a great influence on the North 

Carolina Division was Douglas Poteat. He served as Administrative 

Director of the Society. Mr. Poteat was the son of Dr. Poteat, 

president of Furman University in South Carolina. His grandfather 

was the founder of Wake Forest College, now Wake Forest University, 

and his brother, E. McNeil Poteat, the well known and beloved 

pastor of Pulliam Memorial Baptist Church in Raleigh, North Caro­

lina. 

We see later that these two men, Dr. Cameron and Douglas 

Poteat, were not using the Society as a stepping stone, but had 

come with a great interest in cancer control and remained. Their 
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first meeting with us was in Biloxi, Mississippi. Dr. Cameron, 

more than any other speaker we enjoyed, set a spiritual tone to 

the meetings, and inspired those who heard him to rededicate their 

services to the cancer patient and the potential cancer patient. 

Douglas Poteat showed a special interest in the North Caro­

lina Cancer Society because his roots were here, as well as in 

South Carolina. 

It was a great sorrow to us when we learned he had terminal 

cancer, but we knew that he would have the best treatment and 

nursing care available anywhere at New York Memorial Hospital. 

.. 



CHAPTER X 

I was hearing more and more about the activities of the doc­

tor who was an M. D. and lived a few miles across the North Care-

ina and Virginia state line. He was gathering herbs, grasses 

and roots and had difficulty in keeping a supply of the liquid 

made from than. Rosemary Kent (this was before she became a Ph.D.) 

and I were at a well known hospital one day, and one of the doc­

tors asked us to see if we could get a sample of this liquid and 

offered to pay for it. People were coming from far and wide to 

get this "cure" for cancer. We agreed to try. I drove my car and 

parked it some distance and out of sight of his office. Rosemary 

walked down to put on her "act"! I don't believe Hannah Williams 

could have done as well. Suddenly, her language became as "back­

woodsy" as any patient who might come to him. She told how Ma 

had heard about his great cure and wanted some of it. I have 

never seen such a satisfied grin on any person's face as she had 

when bringing that gallon of water flavored with herbs to the car. 

I asked her to put on her act for me while it was still fresh in 

her mind, and it really couldn't have been better. The next day 

e were glad to take it to the hospital which had requested it. 

The doctor's test proved that it was absolutely without any 
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benefit. Here was a man who had finished medicine at a first rate 

medical school in Virginia and was permitted by the doctors in his 

town, the Medical Society of Virginia, and this well known hos­

pital to continue to sell something that was absolutely worthless 

to cancer patients. There was never any estimate of the number 

of deaths this quack caused or the huge amount of money he made. 

~er the years, I was to learn that it was a rare case indeed, 

that doctors bring suit against other doctors, but I am sure that 

if the Cancer Society had been further along in its development, 

that Rosemary Kent and I would have reported our findings to the 

.edical Society of the State of Virginia and asked that their rep­

resentative visit this doctor's office and close it. 

In this year of great activity our leading doctors, espe­

cially those from the three schools of medicine, realized the 

~portance of the doctors of the state being ahead of the general 

public in their knowledge of cancer control. The North Carolina 

Division of the Cancer Society purchased from the parent organ­

ization the handsome and comprehensive booklet especially for doc­

tors, entitled "C. A.", which was published bi-monthly and sent to 

~uy doctor in the state. In addition to this, the Society help­

ed to organize and finance a symposium on cancer. These meetings 

were financed by the Medical Societies, the local units, and the 

State Division of the Society and were held in strategic parts of 

ilie state to be readily available for doctors to attend. Special 

en in the state who were particularly interested and informed on 

the subject of cancer were used in these forums. To lend greater 

~phasis, visiting doctors from such schools as Harvard, Yale, 

•' 



· arshall -81- Involved 

Jefferson, and others were invited to participate. 

Medical colleges were giving special courses on the subject 

of cancer, and postgraduate medical courses were now becoming 

extremely popular. They were being conducted in four centers and 

later those centers were extended. Doctors from out of state with 

the North Carolina Cancer Society paying their expenses, were 

being added as insturctors in these courses. Average attendance 

was close to 90 percent of the enrollment. The popularity of 

these courses led to plans for additional courses in the future. 

Biloxi, Mississippi, was the place of our National meeting 

in 1946. Now, we celebrated the Tenth Anniversary of the Women's 

Field Army of the American Society for the Control of Cancer. 

At this time, highest praise was given the General Federation 

of Women's Clubs, the organization which had brought the cancer 

movement into being. Mrs. Grace Morrison Poole Reynolds, the most 

dynamic woman in the world, was president of the General Federa­

tion when the Women's Field Army was organized. She and Mrs. 

Illig, Chairman of the Division of Public Health, in the Federa­

tion, put the organization on its feet. Mrs. Illig served as the 

National Commander for several years and was forced to resign 

because of ill health. 

Our new national commander was Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, a 

woman of great talents and highly respected. She was the daugh­

ter of Anna Steese Richardson, editor of the "Woman 1 s Home Com­

panion". In that age the two national women 1 s magazines which 

were recognized as being the voice of women were the "Woman 1 s Home 

Companion" and the "Ladies Home Journal." 
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Mrs. Milligan was president of the National Council of Women, 

and was on the advisory committee of the Women's Division of the 

War Department. She held the same position on the National Broad­

cast Company, on the Mutual Broadcast Company, and on the Child­

ren's Programs of Columbia Broadcast System. She was on the 

advisory cormni ttee for the New York Times Women's programs. Many 

of us had listened to her "Curtain Talks" which took place between 

the Metropolitan Opera Company broadcast. It was a great privi­

lege to have her as our National Commander . 

Harold V. Milligan, her husband, was a well known tigure in 

the music world, and for many years was organist of the Riverside 

Church in New York. 

Dr. Frank E. Adair was now president of the American Cancer 

Society. He was greatly respected by the medical protession and 

beloved by the Women's Field Army. This was his greeting to the 

Women's Field Army on its Tenth Anniversary: "Congratulations to 

the Field Army on your Tenth Anniversary! The loyalty of its lea­

ders is rare, its ability unequaled, its vision and future without 

aparallel, an opportunity for good. My highest praise for your 

past achievements and best wishes for the future!" 

While we were in Biloxi, one day was named New Orleans Day. 

~ that day we traveled by car or bus loads the 74 miles from our 

hotel to New Orleans. There we attended the Ochsner Cancer Clinic 

which we found of tremendous interest. Following the visit to the 

clinic, we went on a round of sightseeing in this famous old city 

which included a visit to some of the restaurants famous through­

out the world and had our evening meal in one of them. 

.. 
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Now we are back in North Carolina and it's near election 

time. Charles Johnson was running against W. Kerr Scott in the 

Democratic primary for Governor of North Carolina. Mr. Scott was 

at that time State Secretary of Agriculture, but it had not 

occurred to the democratic machine that he could possibly be 

elected Governor of North Carolina. Mr. Johnson had full approval 

of that machine, and when I was approached and asked to serve as 

head of the ~7omen' s Division for his election, and upon hearing 

this, the executive committee of the State Society with the 

exception of one person, urged me to take a leave of absence and 

serve in this capacity. This person who was adamant to the prop­

osition was a highly respected doctor of the University at Chapel 

Hill. The second person who felt the same was Mr. Douglass Poteat 

of the New York office. In the minds of the doctors who were in 

favor of my leave of absence for this purpose, there was no doubt 

but that Johnson would be elected and the Society would have his 

full support. 

Mr. Poteat, who had reminded me from time to time that his 

office was as near as my telephone, kept in close touch with me 

in those hours of decision, saying there was no way for the State 

Division to win, for if I entered the fight, I would lose friends 

for the Society from the opposition. I really felt the same way, 

and it would not be fair to use the friends over the state that 

I had made in promoting cancer control for any political purposes. 

I declined this appointment. 

However, when we were being entertained at the Governor's 

~nsion and I was made aware that Governor Scott knew that I had 

•' 
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been asked to serve in this capacity, I jokingly said to him, 

"After all, Governor, I may have helped you more than you realize 

when I didn't accept that invitation to oppose you." He laugh­

ingly agreed. No governor gave us greater support than did Gov­

ernor W. Kerr Scott. 

E. J. Floyd of Raleigh, a good friend of the Governor and 

long known for his interest, spearheaded the April Campaign of 

1949 and should be given credit for our warm reception at the 

Governor's Mansion when we were entertained there. Five hundred 

and fifty women came to this tea and we were most surprised to see 

the remote corners of the state represented. The Raleigh unit of 

the Society graciously assisted in entertaining us. 

A few months after I accepted the appointment as State Com­

mander of the Women's Field Army of the American Society for the 

Control of Cancer, I received a telegram from the Federal Power 

Cormnission' s Office of General Counsel in Washington, D. C., ask­

ing me to come to Washington for a meeting with them. You may 

recall that earlier I had an opportunity to render a service to 

the Democratic Party in my opposition to a resolution, which the 

General Federation was considering, concerning the question of 

President Roosevelt's appointment to the Supreme Court. In my 

attitude to this resolution, I was in no way playing politics. 

In fact, I was trying to keep a non-partisan organization out of 

politics, but when the telegram reached me, I had a feeling that 

the invitation did not come by accident. However, I was flattered 

~d took a plane (my first airflight) to this stated meeting. 

I saw the following people who were at the Mayflower Hotel: 

•' 
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Edward J. Noble, former U. S. Senator, Connecticut, and the other 

three gentlemen represented the Federal Power Commission, Whiting, 

Willaner, and WilliamS. Young. They had worked out maps and de­

tailed plans for a Saint Lawerance Waterway and were looking for 

someone who could go to the larger newspapers of the midwest, 

particularly the Chicago Tribune and gain their support for this 

project. This was a marvelous dream, but it was just six months 

before we were involved in the second World War, and the dream was 

put on the back burner until approximately 1958. 

On April 25, 1959, the Saint Lawerance and Great Lakes Water­

way was opened. It is the largest inland navigation system on the 

Continent and extends from the Atlantic Ocean to Duluth at the 

western end of Lake Superior, a distance of 2,342 miles. Ocean 

carriers penetrate the Canadian interior and the American midwest. 

With sixteen locks they overcame a drop of 580 feet, from the head 

of the lakes to Montreal. It is opened to 80 percent of the 

world's salt water fleet. 

Those of us in the South who are not greatly benefited by 

this waterway are prone to forget how great it is, but the farmers 

and people of the midwest are thoroughly aware of its significance 

and are glad that the Power Commission, on May 5, 1941, had such 

a wonderful dream. It was not the impossible dream but only a 

delayed dream. 

It was in 1947 after listening to Dr. Lucy Morgan tell of her 

training for health educators at Chapel Hill and the warm acclaim 

from Mrs. Milligan, that I approached the Executive Committee on 

the possibility of our adding to the staff a health educator. My 
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dream was that we could establish at the State University, which 

every citizen of North Carolina could claim, a health education 

headquarters. The Executive Committee knew that I was in need of 

some kind of assistance, and expressed their willingness to go 

along with this plan, but reminding me that at no time could any 

employee receive a salary in excess of mine. They said in the 

future when making budgets, do not list salaries, for we will take 

care of that. In the past, I had always listed my salary the same 

as the year before. This started with $450.00 a year or $50 a 

.onth for nine months. This is when I had offered and expected 

to be a volunteer. The Chairman of the Cancer Committee of the 

State Medical Society, Dr. H. B. Ivey, of Goldsboro, stated the 

Committee had decided not to use a volunteer in this office in the 

future, but with limited funds he agreed to accept my offer lim­

iting my salary to this amount until more funds could be raised. 

He laughingly said, "This may pay for your dry cleaning but not 

the wear and tear on your clothes!" For two years this was my 

annual pay, and the amount was gradually increased as more funds 

were raised. 

I told Dr. Morgan that we had decided to employ a health edu­

cator. She could demonstrate to the Society just how her train­

ing could be used in this particular health agency. Dr. Morgan 

replied, "Well, if this is to be a demonstration, we must use the 

best we have, and call Rosemary Kent in for a conference." When 

I left Dr. Morgan's office, Rosemary had accepted the position. 

On my next visit to Chapel Hill, I asked Dr . Frank Graham if 

I could have a space in Swain Hall, the Extension Department of 

.. 
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.. e University . He said , "Go over there and tell Russ Grumman to 

i" you anything you want . " I had knovm Nr . end Hrs . Grumman for 

ear s , and both of them had been active in the Cancer Society pro­

ura~ . ''/hen I v,.rent in and told him ·what Dr . Graham had said , he 

re. lied , "He knew he vias perfectly safe j_n telling you that , for 

knerr we were crammed full over here . " This was the Extension 

;artment of the University . Now, since ours was an educational 

. rocram, I thought that the State University should be doing some-

ing about it . Mr . Grumman said to me , "You see that space at 

· .. top of the steps ; there vvill be room for a desk up there if 

. )U Ta.nt that . " I accepted with pleasure . This v1as where Rose -

·:ry sat at her typewriter and was later to contact many people 

• rough correspondence , meetings , and the North Carolina Cancer 

From that day on , I had designs on the rest of the space 

that floor . 

"e had been employing , as many of the states had done , Jack 

ndur ant and partner , to do our publicity . In thinking over the 

it·1ation , it carne to my mind we had something in the Communica-

.'on Center upste.irs next to Rosemary ' s desk that should be used 

ther than employing this couple from out of state . I approached 

: cor.ununications department v1i th the idea and they agreed. 

-ting a phrase from Churchill , "This was our finest hour . 11 The 

mmuni cations Center began writing our scripts and preparing every-

.inc t hey had in the way of good publicity for the county units . 

medical scripts vhich were used were approved by the National 

·.:.cal and Scientific Department , but it vms required that radio 

.r.:... cs for laymen be approved by Mrs . Kent . She vJe.s worried about 
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>Jne of her writers. He just would not give her an outline of 

his radio scripts before writing them, and this annoyed her to no 

end, but in spite of this, his scripts ·were the most popular with 

the county units. I guess you vJOuld call him an inspired and 

::reative writer, for he wrote a number of books after he left the 

'niversity. Three of his books have \von the Sir rial ter Award for 

the best fiction written by a North Carolinian and "The Free Han" 

on the l'v1ayflower Cup for the best non-fiction written by a North 

"·rolinian.. This man's name is John Ehle . 

.. 



CHAPTER XI 

Doctors, Ivey, Carpenter and Proctor were the three members 

of the Executive Committee for the Society when I presented my 

findings on cancer programs of various states. They adopted, 

unanimously, the program which included education, a division of 

cancer control in the State Board of Health and Research. Through 

the division of cancer control in the State Health Department, we 

~pected to establish cancer clinics. A doctor who accepted an 

office in the State Medical Society which placed upon him the res­

ponsibility of preparing all medical legislative bills had been 

instructed to present this cancer bill to the legislature. I had 

been wondering what had happened to it when I saw in the state 

paper that the appropriations committee had made its report, and 

realizing that no word had come from him about this bill, I hur­

ried to Raleigh to investigate. Within the next few days, I was 

exposed to quite a lot of politics. I learned the name of the 

representative of the county where the bill was supposed to origi­

nate, Buncombe, and asked to speak to him. He said, "Yes, Mrs. 

Harshall, the doctor gave me that bill, but he didn't show any 

interest in it, and I have it here in my desk. " I asked, "Who 

would you suggest as a good person to present it?" He replied, 
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"I know just the right man. I will send him out to talk to you." 

In the meantime, he had given me the bill. When the man he had 

suggested as a good person to present the bill came out and I told 

himwhat I wanted him to do, he replied, "Mrs. Marshall, I'm very 

interested in cancer control, and I want to see that bill intro­

duced and passed, but I am of the ''minority faith" (Republican) 

and I wouldn't do you a bit of good. However, I recommend a woman 

from the western part of the state who is most popular, a Democrat, 

and in teres ted in this program." When I talked to her, she agreed 

to serve, and the advice of the honest man of the "minority faith" 

proved to be true! Not knowing much about the workings of a 

legislature, I was discouraged and wondered if it wasn't too late 

to present the bill. My visit to Governor Broughton's office 

changed my mind. He advised, even though the appropriations com­

mittee has already made its report, "Get the bill passed, get your 

foot in the door, for if you can do this now, at their next ses­

sion, they will have to vote funds to finance it." An hour had 

been set for a hearing before the legislative committee, and they 

invited me to present my cause at this time. It was up to me to 

get enough influential people at this hearing to convince them 

that we really wanted a Division of Cancer Control in the State 

Board of Health. First I talked with Dr. Paul Whitaker of Kinston, 

president of the Medical Society of the State of North Carolina, 

telling him of the situation and what I had been advised to do. 

He agreed and assured me I would have his support. It was for­

tunate that a large number of women's organizations had their 

headquarters in Raleigh, and I called the leaders of all of them: 
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The State Federation of Women's Clubs, Home Demonstration Clubs, 

the Pilot Club, D. A. R., the State Nurses Association, Medical 

Society Auxillary, etc. They came and made strong pleas. The 

bill was introduced and passed. 

There were several lessons which I learned with this exper­

ience. First, the value of a good governor's opinion, the value 

ofwomen's voices and the functioning of the State legislature. 

I also learned how one man, even in the State Medical Society, an 

important office, can override the wishes of the majority. For 

the first time I had learned what doctors called such men as this 

particular stubborn doctor, who was responsible for the delay in 

presenting this bill. That title is the "Old Goat", and here was 

the beloved doctor, Paul Whitaker, spoken of by most of the doc­

tors in the state as the "Prince", rightly calling one of his 

colleagues and a past president of the Medical Society, the "Old 

Goat": 

I guess women can be stubborn too-for being eager to get a 

program in the State Health Department, I suggested to the Execu­

tive Connnittee that the Cancer Society grant the State Board of 

Health $25,000 to activate this department. 

We agreed that Dr. Ivan M. Proctor would be the very best 

person for that place if we could persuade him to serve. Dr . 

Proctor had enjoyed a very active practice in Raleigh, but was 

forced to retire after a heart attack. He seemed much better, 

and we were sure that he, having been in private practice, would 

be ~le to get doctors to work with him in the program. He fin­

ally consented, and this was a great day for cancer control in 
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North Carolina. He wanted the best help he could get in organ­

izing and setting up these clinics, and asked Dr. Mildred Schram 

of New York to come down and help with the clinics. She had 

broad experience in organizing and operating such clinics. She 

stayed in North Carolina as long as she was needed. 

We heard in Sylva that Lady Astor was to be in the small but 

prestigious town of Tryon and was to speak to a few of her friends. 

We were so excited and anxious to hear this great woman speak, 

but doubted if we would be able to do so. However, we called and 

were given assurance that we would be welcomed. 

Tryon published the ~ryon Daily Bulletin z which measured 

4~" x 7" and this daily paper reported her visit. Here are some 

of the highlights: 

"The meeting was held at a small parish house." 

"The distinguished guest was introduced by Mrs. Carroll 

Rogers. Both speakers requested that nothing be reported in the 

press quoting Lady Astor on account of the coming election, as she 

was the representative of a foreign government. So this reporter 

can only report briefly what he saw and nothing that he heard. 

As usual, Chairman C. J. Lynch had everything arranged smoothly. 

fue stage was attractively decorated with flowers, and the flags 

of the United States, Great Britain and North Carolina ... " 

As informal as if she were talking to a group of friends in 

her living room, she won the hearts of her audience innnediately 

and kept her listeners entertained with friendly wit as she 

brought them in contact with international problems and other 

great personalities. She was a friendly, understanding fellow 
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citizen urging the cultivation of a universal brotherhood of 

ooselfishness that would help all peoples to work for their 

mutual benefit. The thrilled audience responded with enthusiastic 

applause. Tryon and visiting friends enjoyed a rare treat for 

which the community is indebted to Lady Astorts sister, Mrs, M. B . 

Flynn. 

Again quoting from this paper, "Mrs. George E . Marshall of 

Mount Airy, North Carolina, president of the North Carolina State 

Federation of Women's Clubs, and Mrs. J.D. Robinson, vice­

president, drove to Tryon to hear Lady Astor Sunday evening." 

This recognition of our p r esence was pleasing to us personally 

but we were aware of the fact that, indeed, it was a recognition 

of the North Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs and the organ­

ization which would become the leading force in cancer control. 

As we said, Tryon is a unique town. It is in Polk County, 

nestled under the hills and a delightful place for people of 

wealth who have retired. 

I had to wonder in 1947, if this visit I had to Tryon had 

anything to do with a delightful visit paid me and State Head­

quarters by Mr. and Mrs. Ned Reynolds of Tryon. One day in Novem­

ber of that year, these two delightful people appeared at State 

Headquarters-and this was in Mount Airy a few miles from the 

Virginia line, while Tryon was almost on the South Carolina line. 

This distance did not dampen their enthusiasm for after looking 

over our headquarters, they assured me on this November day that 

they would see that Polk County raised its quota in April of the 

next year. To say this was most unusual was putting it mildly! 

.. 
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In the meantime, great plans were being made for the state 

leaders, about one hundred in number, for a most unusual national 

training school. Dr. C. C. Little, director of the Cancer 

Research Center in Bar Harbor. Maine, was made managing director 

of the Women's Field Army of the American Society for the Control 

of Cancer in 1944 and continued as such, after the name was shor­

tened to the American Cancer Society. He, the New York office, 

and Dr. Charles S. Cameron, medical and scientific director of the 

Society, made great plans for the state leaders. These plans 

were to include one week at Bar Harbor, Maine, and a second week 

in New York. 

Our first week was spent at the Research Center at Bar Harbor, 

Maine, with Dr. Little as our instructor. The school opened at 

9 o'clock each morning, and for three hours we listened to his 

lectures. He had the aid of a trained assistant, who with her 

diagrams placed above the podium as he talked, added so much to 

our conception of what he was trying to teach us. In the morning 

sessions we heard what we would see in the afternoon sessions at 

the Roscoe Jackson Memorial Center, which was Dr. Little's great 

love. 

We were interested in looking through his mocroscope and 

learning how to differentiate between the malignant cell and the 

benign cell. Included in his studies were families of mice that 

had been in his experiments for many, many generations. It was 

interesting to note their tendency to certain types of cancer. 

It was not all work while we were in Bar Harbor. A portion 

of each afternoon was given for sightseeing, and what a beautiful 
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place to sightsee! 

The second week of the training school was held in New York. 

Arrangements had been made for us to stay at Bard Hall of Columbia 

University. Buses were made available to take us to and from 

~emorial Hospital, on field trips and planned social events. The 

~iter had been introduced to Dr. James Ewing by her own family 

physician, Dr. Roy C. Mitchell. Prior to this, one day Dr. Mit­

chell announced, "You cost me $15 today," and when I inquired as 

to how that could have been, he replied, "I knew you would be 

asking me questions about cancer, and I wanted the latest and the 

ost authoritative answers, so I bought Dr. James Ewing's book, 

Cancer and Neoplastic Diseases." 

You can imagine my great joy when the first session of the 

training school in New York opened, and there stood Dr. James 

Ewing as our first speaker. He lingered for all of us to speak 

to him, and when I told him how much he was admired by my family 

physician in the small town of Mount Airy, he was much pleased. 

This was the morning of June 14, 1948, and our sessions were being 

held in Memorial Hospital auditorium. Dr. Ewing's greeting to us 

was followed by such men as Dr. Hayes A. Y.tartin, Dr. Frank E. 

Adair, Dr. George T. Pack, Dr. Howard C. Taylor, Jr. , Dr. Victor 

F. Marshall, and Dr. Gordon McNeer. These doctors spoke on cancer 

of the various parts of the body, and said they were the same lec­

tures they gave to second year medical students. The first four 

ectures were given before noon, and arrangements had been made 

ith Memorial Hospital for lunch to be served there. 

Dr. L'Esprance and her sister had established the Strange 



rshall -96- Involved 

Clinic in memory of their mother who was a victim of cancer . 

This clinic, which was free to all, was at Memorial Hospital, and 

on the afternoon of June 15, the women attending the training 

shcool were asked to visit this clinic for their own personal 

physical examination. These visits were designed to serve two 

purposes: the personal physical examination, to be assured none 

of these leaders had early cancer, and the opportunity to learn 

more about such clinics. Dr. L' Esprance, because ·of her deep and 

abiding interest in her cancer patients, maintained at her own 

cost, a bus to pick up women in the city that had transportation 

problems and bring them to the clinic. 

There were days during our week in New York that our meetings 

were held in an amphitheater of the College of Physicians and 

Surgeons of Columbia University. We heard lectures at this time, 

but we also saw operations. 

We visited the Sloan Kettering Institute, which is very near 

~morial Hospital and learned of a great deal of the research 

that was being done there. In looking over the program which I 

have saved, I find that all of the doctors who participated in 

this training school were of equal stature to the ones listed as 

the speakers of the first session. 

On our visit to Montefiore Hospital one afternoon, we heard 

for the first time a patient who had had his larynx removed, speak 

to us. It was marvelous to see how he swallowed air, and gradu­

ally released it enabling him to speak. One of our doctors spoke 

on the present status in modern trends in cancer research and 

another on the psychological aspects of cancer control. In all of 
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this intensive training, sufficient time was left for the National 

Society to get in their words of wisdom. 

While we were in New York, a uniform was adopted for the 

state and county leaders. It was explained that since cancer was 

a deadly enemy, and we had adopted the name Women's Field Army, 

that it was most appropriate that we have a uniform. Well known 

designers had been approached, and as a result we came up with 

the Dache hat and the Adrian uniform at a nominal price. Those 

who wore them usually paid for their own. 

• ' 



CHAPTER XII 

There were many times the cancer movement needed help and 

this was one of them. We had worked diligently for the detection 

clinics in North Carolina . We had contributed $25,000 to set up 

this program in the State Board of Health. It was exceedingly 

successful and it was discouraging and even ridiculous that all 

of our efforts to save lives had to be curtailed every now and 

then, to save the clinics from being completely destroyed. 

This was one of those times that Dr . James F. Robertson, 

chairman of the cancer committee of the State Medical Society, 

called me from Wilmington and stated that the Medical Society of 

the state of North Carolina in their meeting to be held at Pine­

hurst immediately following the annual convention of the North 

Carolina Federation of Women 1 s Clubs, planned to close all the 

clinics which had been established in the state and asked me for 

help in fighting this movement. Dr. Robertson was head of the 

first clinic to open in North Carolina and believed in i ts value 

profoundly. 

I contacted the chairman of the Resolution Committee of the 

North Carolina Federation of Women 1 s Clubs, and asked if I could 

present an emergency resolution. This was gladly granted. 

•' 
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Sandford Martin, one of the most influential editors in the state, 

was editor of the Winston-Salem Journal. I called to know how he 

could help us . I was due to leave for the convention the next 

day, but prepared my resolution posthaste. He suggested that I 

come by his office and bring a copy of the resolution. Then I 

was told to let him know immedia tely, by phone, the action of the 

Federation. I was happy to call and tell him that the resolution 

was adopted unanimously, and a copy of it was being sent to the 

president of the State Medical Society. Mr. Martin immediately 

used this resolution on his editorial page supporting the club­

women and challenging the Health Department to take an active part 

in this great program. We were to learn from Dr. Robertson that 

no mention was made concerning the closing of the clinics at the 

Medical Society meeting at Pinehurst. 

You may recall in one of the earlier chapters, North Carolina 

was compared by our speaker, Dr. James B. Murphy, with Georgia 

reporting financial returns of almost $23, 000 and with Virginia 1 s 

total returns of $43, 000 against North Carolina's $4, 581. The 

more I worked with the Tar Heel state the more aware I became of 

Virginia 1 s old and well established medical school at Charlottes­

ville and its influence on the advancement of any medical program. 

~ring the years I attended the national meetings, there was no 

doctor more highly regarded than Edwin P. Lehman. He and Dr. 

~arles C. Lund of the Medical School of Harvard University always 

worked closely together. 

When the North Carolina Medical Society had made up its mind 

to close all clinics and when such measures as a resolution from 
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the State Federation of Yomen's Clubs and an editorial had to be 

used to stay the hands of those interested in closing them, could 

··re say like doctors, like vmmen, "convinced against their will 

:re of the same opinion still!" No, these doctors were just 

biding their time for a more convenient day. They did not have 

to \'rait too long before closing all the clinics in the state and 

discontinuing the division of cancer control in the State Board 

of Health. There vrere few doctors like T. Leslie Lee v1ho were so 

profoundly interested in the aims and purposes of the Cancer 

~ciety and equally as interested in harmony in the Medical 

ociety. 

Speaking of Dr. Robertson--few doctors had more influence on 

~l:.e development of the cancer control program than this doctor 

from Wilmington. He was head of the first and one of the very 

best cancer clinics in the state with a most efficient and inter­

ested county commander, Mrs. N.L. Foy. The clinic also enjoyed 

an Information Center, manned by a paid secretary vrith plenty of 

olunteers to assist in its broad program. 

As chairman of the Cancer Committee of the Hedical Society 

~n 1951, Dr. Robertson took time out to do the following: 

... . To honor the .State Commander with a celebration of her ten 

years of continued service to the American Cancer Society, 

and to present her v1i th a lovely Gorham silver clock~ 

z. To seek, find, and help develop a nursing home at Lumberton. 

, . To encourage and assist in the development of cancer clinics 

in strategic parts of North Carolina, never forgetting the 

importance of the educational program. 

.. 
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ne moving of his residence to another state was a distinct loss. 

Perhaps the newspaper columnists and publishers contnibuted 

to the nillingness of people to face cancer more than any other 

roup. 

In the early development of the cancer program in North Caro­

l:na , John Gunther produced a film based on his best selling 

:nemoir , Death Be Not Proud, and gave his consent to the American 

Cancer Society for the use of it. This was an emotional, true t.o 

:ife drama, and is based on the last months of his son's life. 

Gunther felt that he had never known his son, and in the months 

t 1e young man was ill with tumor of the brain, his father tried 

::.n every way to keep him alive, which gave him precious time to 

better lmovr his son. The film was shovm in the state, but we 

··ere required to collect it immediately and return it to national 

. eadquart er s. 

Hany of us remember that Gertrude Lav,rrence, Bddy Duchin, 

3usan Ball, and Babe l~uth, just to mention a few \'/ell-known 

~gures, died of cancer, and even later the world was to grieve 

over the loss of that highly respected columnist and author, 

tewart Alsop, as well as the well-known news reporter Chet Hunt­

:cy, and later one, beloved John ~ayne. Again, we join them in 

.... aying as did the grief-stricken father John Gunther, 11 Death Be 

:ot Proud." These great men set a wonderful example for all of 

1s in their courageous attitude tov1ard cancer. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

In the first chapter of this book the author told of the 

birth of the General Federation of Women's Clubs. As you may 

recall the Sorosis of New York City was the first Woman's Club 

organized in the United States. Wilmington, North Carolina organ­

ized the first Woman's Club in North Carolina and named it Sorosis. 

It was operating well when the State Federation of Women's Clubs 

was organized in Winston-Salem. This club held a very special 

place in the Federation and was later to become the first in the 

cancer program. The Sorosis of ,Wilmington sponsored the cancer 

program and this was a guarantee of the Cancer Society's success. 

The distance between Wilmington and Lumberton is not too 

great and soon after we failed to get a centrally located place 

for a nursing home, Dr. Robertson heard of this lovely building 

which at one time had been headquarters for the County Welfare 

Department and had been vacated when their new quarters were 

built. He investigated and learned it could be used for a nursing 

home for terminal, indigent cancer patients. He asked me to come 

down for inspection of it. I was pleased with the location, as 

well as the lovely building itself. I requested the State Divi-­

sion to make a grant in aid for its maintenance and found it lent 
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itself beautifully for out purposes. The State Legislature had 

previously appropriated $50,000 to remodel the colonial building 

:here. 

Every cancer volunteer was interested in this project and 

looked forward to the opening date. It was a source of real 

regret that Dr. Robertson was not present when the home was dedi­

cated. 

Those of us who knew Dr. Charles s. Cameron, Medical and 

Scientific Director of the National Society, knew that he would 

be the one and only person we would want to dedicate the home. 

had a fine attendance from all parts of the state, despite the 

fuct that it was a day that brought showers often. He opened his 

remarks by saying: 

"Sunday--a proper day--something of the sacramental in dedi­

cating this seat of mercy. The establishment of such a refuge for 

the pain ridden bodies and depressed minds, frustrated spirits of 

men and women with cancer is in the highest tradition of Christian 

c~arity. This institution is another block in the structure of 

cancer control being created in North Carolina, a state already 

enjoying a signal position in our country due to comprehensive-

ness of its cancer control effort. Indeed, the North Carolina 

Avision of the American Cancer Society is among six of the sixty­

one divisions of the Society which, in my mind, are properly exemp­

lary of the work of the American Cancer Society. What you have 

~complished here in a few short years is an inspiring and stim­

Jlating demonstration of what can happen when people of vision, 

hose spirits are pervaded with a concern for the distresses and 
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·..,fortunes of their fellow men, work as a member of one body ••• 11 

!Ie continued, "This institution is one of four in the United 

to-.tes operated for the specific purpose of caring for the termin­

lly ill cancer patients--four in a country of 150 million persons 

ho die from cancer each year will benefit from, if they do not 

re(luire - properly administered institutional care during the 

:1st few weeks of cancer." 

18 last quotation seemed so appropriate as t~e gentle rain fell 

__ ;tly on the ·windowpane, he said, 

11 The quality of mercy is not strain ' d 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

upon the place beneath.'" 

I wanted this home and was vlilling to put forth every effort 

.~ ~rovide funds for its support but dreaded the prospect of com­

·::c in direct touch ·with the patients there. I was to find from 

'':l day it was dedicated to my last board meeting, the greatest 

'nspiration, the work with the cancer program had provided. There 

"S a great show of courage and optimism on the part of the patients 

d ee you went from one bed to another , you felt this. 

The story of the Insitute is more than a series of dull 

ager sheets. It's the story of men like George and women like 

sie . 

George, a sixty-seven year old carpenter, came to the Insti­

tuve \'lith an advanced case of lung cancer. Doctors and surgery 

nd radiation could no longer help him . 

George became a sort of staff member emeritus. Odd jobs were 

is specialty, the minor repairs that are always needed ·around an 
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~ctitution. Cheerful until his death, he visited the other 

::tients as long as he vras able, encouraging those who vwre dis­

:_,uraged in their own battles for "dark victories." 

Susie was a young housevvife from a piedmont county. As if 

'nmced breast cancer \7eren' t enough, she had domestic problems 

~d uas a spastic. Walking was a chore for her but she managed 

o get around the institute, offering other patients help and 

ords of encouragement. Only in the privacy of her room vrould 

" 5ive way to her pain and weep. 

It ' s a story of people like lovely Edna Hyde of Asheville, 

:>rth Carolina who is shown here receiving tender loving care by 

nc of the registered nurses. It is a story about county units 

ho raised funds and sacrificed to donate tn2,000 to the mainten-

" ce of the home. It is a story about the wonderful people in 

~bsrton who ministered constantly to the patients at this home • 

. e doctors who gave their services, the minister \vho came often, 

::.e club groups who made thousands of dressings and saw to it that 

:. ere 'ilere always surgical cressings to tal'\:e care of the needs of 

.:.ese patients, and always a happy remembrance of birthdays of 

ch patient ffi vrell as the celebration of holidays. But to me, 

ne of the greatest demonstrations of the love and care of Rober­

... :m County is this story vrhich follows. 

I called attention to the Lumberton citizens of the need for 

place where families of the patients could stay when they came 

uch long distances ,nd had to spend the night there. They slept 

: best they could in their cars. This need was met forthwith • 

.. ey got permission from the County \'felfare Department to renovate 
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... c.ditional space for these relatives. Builders and lumber dealers 

'"ho 'lanted to have a part in the program were delighted to give 

cf their materials ·and labor. .Soon an apartment which included a 

bdroom, bath and kitchenette was ready for occupancy. The gro­

cery men savv that groceries v1ere always available .:fOr snacking 

mO. for a good breakfast. This apartment was for the ivhite race, 

but by the time it was finished the Negro rae e, having the same 

:-eeds , csked for quarters of the same type and received it. 1Tov1, 

.eeping in mind that Robeson County has a large population of 

:ndians, an Indian group wanted similar quarters , and soon these 

tree quarters were ready for relatives of those coming to see 

,heir loved one£. 

1
.e recall that Dr. Cameron had said that in establishing such 

nursing home, we must remember that one is a place where cane er 

··ictims are put av1ay--out of sight; even a "house of gloom" as a 

medieval pest house. This home was far from that . It brought 

forth this remark from the speaker, Dr. Cameron, that with North 

"arolina' s total program of cancer control, "I can wholeheartedly 

~ay, if I have to get cancer, I had rather get it in North Caro-

, in~ t:.an any place I know." 

The dear understanding people of Lumberton and Robeson County 

d such a big part in making this evaluation of the program pos­

~ble. 

"furth Carolina was invited by the National .Society, along 

~th three other states, to give the highlights of the program at 

, e annual meeting ct the Commodore Hotel in New York. This v1as in 

.:vember, 1948. The representative, extending the invitation, had 
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Titten he had visited North Carolina and was very much impressed 

·ith the work being done and the leadership which he considered 

to be high class. The Communications Center of the University of 

·orth Carolina imzi ted me to sit down and tell them in my own 

ords, the story of the State Cancer Program from the time it was 

stablished in Mount Airy in 1941 up until 1948 - seven short years. 

tile I was telling the story, an artist in the Communications 

venter was making my words vi - ~mal, by using large posters as I 

cved from one stage to another. Each time a new project was 

introduced another chart would be sketched. Later, color was 

adc..ed to the charts, md they were made most attractive. I recall 

!le chart really told it like it was. This was our effort to get 

bill through the legislature, creating a division of cancer 

:ontrol in the State Board of Health. The poster showed a li.fe­

:lke likeness of the State Capitol with three figures sitting on 

the step - one ''lOman and tvm men. They were depicted as repres-

nting the State Commander of the American Cancer Society, the 

.ate Board of Health and the State Medical Society. This was a 

~fferent kind of presentation than had ever been given. The other 

tnree state representatives, as usual, read their reports. Because 

:the tremendous help of the charts, provided by the Communication 

nter of North Carolina there were very few people left seated in 

: r. auditorium, for they came up to see this beautifully illustrated 

report. 

Two doctors had come to this meeting hoping to learn enough 

bout the Society to go home and organize an American Cancer Society 

· :1exico, but they were greatly handicapped, in that they could 
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.. ot speak or understand the English language , and it seems the 

ational Office had not provided them vrith an interpreter . Again , 

:· it is true that one picture is worth ten thousand words , these 

u1
'10 Hexicans with their huge hats and all of the beads and decor­

ations they are noted for , in looking at these charts got some 

·c..ca of what it was all about. Before I left New York I had been 

ese::.ged by them to come to Mexico and help them organize a Cancer 

ociety in their country . They did not cease their pleas when they 

5ot home , but here came one letter after another . I could not read 

panish , and was on vacation at my mountain retreat , so I had to 

~e a journey to Mount Airy each time a letter came. I learned 

that c:.:m employee of the granite quarry spoke Spanish end took my 

etters to him for translation. This had been my busiest year , and 

~ d::.d not feel I could go to a hot climate , but needed a cool place 

'ike the mountains to recuperate . However , I have always regretted 

" at I did not accept this invitation. Perhaps I could have cre­

·ued a little good will which is sorely needed in that country . 

At the following convention of the North Carolina Federation 

f ~omen ' s Clubs , I was ask~d to bring my charts and present the 

.rogram . Two large pages were given in the North Carolina Club 

oman giving the entire report . They said that these cleverly 

esigned cards , vividly pictured the growth and interest and 

t.-:?port of the cane er program of the North Ca.rolina Division of 

u'.e American Cancer Society . This report included a letter which 

had received from the son of our beloved past president , Lucille 

bgood , former president of the North Carolina Federation of 

men ' s Clubs. Lucille ' s message was addressed to all citizens 
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f her tovm through the representative of the Farmville Junior 

::man's Club v1ho was sponsoring the cancer program and campaign. 

he vrrote, "To all of Farmville, remember cancer is what is taking 

too many of our citizens and may take more all along. Give like 

~hristian Farmvillians have aHvays given. Back Nancy Marshall 

a· a Christian Federation. Please pardon this scratchy . epistl~ . 

I'll be backing you. See you tomorrow, and there will always be 

ne. God bless you, Lucille Hobgood." 

This could have been used as a memorial to her, since she 

~ed on March 7, 1949. Lucille was a victim of this great killer, 

.. !CER , but I agree with her statement, "There will always be a 

tomorrov1." 

As you see, it was knovm by the Federation and the general 

ublic that Lucille vras a victim of cancer. This is also true of 

oar organizing president, Hrs. Lindsey Patterson, for a clinic was 

stablished in the North Carolina Baptist Hospital in her memory. 

The law of averages tells us that many more of them died of 

the disease and that the future will reveal even a higher p:ercent-
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CHAPTER XIV 

We have spoken of the state of flux that the National Society 

seemed to be in immediately after peace was declared. This is, 

of course, in regard to the second world war--how some of the 

wry best trained men dropped by the National Office looking for 

some position to tide them over until they could find something 

they really wanted, but in North Carolina we were most fortunate 

for we secured for our 1951 Crusade Chairman Major General I. T. 

Wyche of Pinehurst. He was spoken of as "a campaigner" of 

unparallel qualities. He had served as commander of the Eighth 

Co~ in Germany, and was later appointed the Inspector General 

of the Army and remained on duty in that high post until he 

retired in 1948. He became tremendously interested in the work 

of the American Cancer Society. He stated: "education comes first, 

in fact, our most active operation is educational . We must inte­

grate any fund activities into the total task or-an organization 

like this, for the public good should be participated in by every 

man, woman, and child. Each must feel a responsibility and a 

sense of ownership. Each one must be in teres ted in Cancer!" 

It was not long after Major General Wyche's appointment 

before we were having a meeting in Fayetteville . At the speaker's 
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ble , and actively involved in the Cancer Program , rrere several 

.r y officers of high rank from rort Bragg . I had never seen so 

1y medals of honor and distinction and there were plenty of 

tars on their shoulders . 

Later , the Marine Air Service at Cherry foint uhich had in 

:e past , given a token contribution of a very small amount but 

d not taken an active pc;,rt in any of the campaigns, nas visited 

by one of the health educators , Mitzi Alexander . I nas in that 

:cinity, later attending a meeting . I found that this group of 

rmed services at Cherry Point were interested in knowing all 

bout the purpose of the American Cancer Society . On that occa­

:or.. I met Hajor Donald T. Rohrabacher and learned why the base 

:ere had suddenly become so interested in the work of the Amer ­

·c m Cancer Society . Major Rohrabacher had , a short nhile lBfore 

• io, been operated on for cance];' . He nas interested in our pro­

] "1 a.nd so nere his many friends , for over the next "~Neeks and 

nt s , the men under him were to demonstrate their love and 

.fection :fur him. 

Late one afternoon I received a telephone call from Major 

rabacher asking me to meet him the next day in 1.'/in&ton-Se.lem 

t tJoe Reynolds Airport stating , a certain hour v1hen he ·would 

rr.'..ve nith a check from the l\Iarine Air Base . The thought occurred 

1e, 11 this is unusual , it is customary for checks to come by 

c.il." So I said , "this sounds like a very important occasion , 

.. e in ·rhich I should have a reporter and a photographer with me . " 

replied, "that vmn ' t be necessary , r1e 1 r e bringing our own , " 

d this is vrhat he did! 
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Knowing Hannah Williams love of the unusual, I called her 

and asked if she would like to be out there with me. Nothing 

short of a broken leg would have kept her from coming, and we 

waited with anticipation for this big jet, which then was a rare 

sight, to come into view. 

Now, dear tax payer, don't c r iticize this use of the plane 

for the air corp had to do a certain amount of tlying every day, 

and this was credited as one of their routine flights. Today they 

might not be able to get enough gas to make a routine flight! 

When the great plane came into sight they waved to us and we 

waved back. As soon as they landed their photographers were 

taking pictures of the four of us, and I was holding the check in 

the amount of $5,335. This was more than we had ever received 

from any military installation, and we were overjoyed. A short 

time afterwards we were to receive another check making a total 

of $6,391 and now still later we were to receive a third check 

which represented contributions from the service men who were away 

at the time of the campaign but insisted on having a share in it. 

This was just the beginning of our relationship with the men 

at the base. I knew that no one could appeal to the general 

public for funds and dedication to our program more than a sol­

dier who was ready to give his life for his country and at the 

same time fighting a personal battle for his own life. Therefore, 

I asked the Major if he could attend all the scheduled district 

meetings and bring the message to our people. He agreed and the 

state fell in love with him. He always came by plane and I made 

arrangements to have someone meet him at the airport . 
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Later we heard that Major Rohrabach er had been assigned to 

active duty in another section of the country, so perhaps this 

was another case of a cancer caught in time for a cure. 

He always had a message ot hope and in one of his letters, 

he stated "the good Lord has been my Pilot for seventeen years," 

and expressed confidence that he would continue to be. 

Captain Shank, who had directed the campaign at Cherry Point 

wrote: "A million thanks again to you and the Society for a 

pleasant luncheon and afternoon this past Sunday. We feel that 

we have met new friends to whom we will never be strangers. That 

is a welcome and warm feeling." Then again in a letter from 

Captain Shank: "I may not have the opportunity to help in future 

drives from here as my services will be needed in Korea. So, at 

this time I wish to say it was a great privilege to have worked 

with the Society. May I express my sincere wishes for success in 

the Society's work in such a worthwhile cause." 

When I accepted the leadership of the .American Society for the 

Control of Cancer, it did not occur to me that I would be corres­

ponding with a soldier in active combat with the enemy. However, 

one letter from him at the front in Korea, always seemed to call 

for an answer, and he finally asked me if I would write his mother 

amessage of hope and encouragement. I learned that much of his 

concern included his mother's welfare for she had had an operation 

for cancer and had received the good word that it was discovered 

in time for a cure. I wrote this letter praying that I would say 

the right words and sent him a copy of it. He expressed his great 

appreciation. He continued to write until the conflict was over, 
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and he was getting ready to go back to his home and looking for­

ward with all eagerness to seeing his wife and children, as well 

as his mother. This was the last letter I had from him, but it 

was my hope and prayer that the Cancer Society had proven to him 

that he really did have friends in this great organization that 

wanted to merit his friendship and the friendship of all the 

others. 

In looking over the experiences with the war effort, the 

frightening experience which I had in New York in the early days 

of the war fades into insignificance, but while it lasted it was 

exceedingly terrifying. 

The National Society was holding its annual meeting at the 

Conrrnodore Hotel when suddenly all the lights went out in the 

building and in the city. A knock on the door told us to come 

at once, bringing only our pocketbooks to the bomb shelter. We 

followed and it seemed that we would never get down all the 

flights of steps. While we were down there, not one sound did 

you hear from the horde of people. Each second seemed like an 

eternity! When all was clear we were so delighted to have the 

elevators taking us back to our rooms. The city had been warned 

that a plane, thought to be an enemy, was moving toward the city. 

However, this proved to be false but for that short while we 

could appreciate, to some extent, what England was going through 

every night . 

I believe I can rightly say that no state in the union was 

the cancer program more involved with the war effort than North 

Carolina- from that tragic date of Pearl Harbor when I was in 
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Williamston watching the soldiers leave for the war zone-to the 

frightening experience in New York-the Major in his great bomber, 

bringing the check-the boys at Cherry Point-the boys at Fort 

Bragg-the boys at Camp Lejune-to the one dough boy in Morganton­

and I must tell you my experience with him! 

On one of my visits to Morganton, N. C., I came face to face 

with a dough boy. I had on my uniform, cap and all, which had 

been adopted by the National Society. We had been told not to 

salute but much to my surprise, he saluted me. This was a new 

experience, and we just stood and grinned at each other. Why in 

the world didn't I use this opportunity to tell him about cancer 

and give him a piece of literature! 

My mind went back to New York where this problem had not 

presented itself. We did not seem to come in contact with dough 

boys and when we met officers, they inspected with quick eyes, 

our uniform to make sure we were not members of the womens armed 

services. 

The manager of the hotel where I was staying in Morganton 

was a retired army officer. When I told him what had happened, 

he said, "Oh, Mrs. Marshall, don 1 t go out again until you have 

learned to salute! This young man was speaking to you and you 

didn't return it." The manager gave me some lessons, and I felt 

like I could go out on the street once again. To this day, I 

remember the smile and the expression on the soldier 1 s face. 

Indeed, my greatest joy in those days was coming to a stop­

light and seeing the eyes of love and respect in which these 

people, waiting for the light to change, held for women in the 
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amed services. This was what such a uniform meant to them. 

During all this war pe+iod my great personal concern was for 

an Air Force officer who at twenty-one had been made connnander of 

a bomber and was flying over the Pacific and dropping bombs on the 

enemy. He was my husband's grand-nephew, but he had spent every 

vacation with us from the time he was six years old until he 

completed his second year at Maryland University. This was the 

year he got his wings, married, and was made coiilillander on these 

missions. He wrote many times his feelings were in reality, 

COMING IN ON A WING AND A PRAYER. " 

When this boy was a youth, his picture was carried in the 

"Club Woman" of the North Carolina Federation as the postman who 

used the famiLiar quotation as his own: "Rain or shine, the mail 

must go through. " 

When we were at our summer home, the mailbox was at least a 

mle from the house, and he especially loved walking in the rain 

for the mail. 

This young member of the Air Force, Lieutenant Erle Marshall 

Stacy, came home safely . 

It seems most appropriate that we close our discussion of 

soldiers and their services with the greatest soldier of all. 

Since there was only one George C. Marshall and he spent much of 

his time at his retirement home in Pinehurst, this was our big 

plus which no other state could claim! 

We recall that, so far as rank was concerned that George 

Catlett Marshall, a five star general was due to head the forces 

in Europe, but President Roosevelt felt he needed him by his side 
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to help him direct the conflict from the United States . He wanted 

him, not only as a high ranking member of the armed services, but 

at Secretary of State. 

The war was now over and General Marshall, on June 5, 1947, 

speaking as Secretary of State, revealed a plan at Harvard Uni­

versity. This plan proposed that the United States would extend 

financial aid to European countries which were willing to assist 

in the task of recovery and restoring economic health to free 

Europe. It was also hoped by him that it would halt the spread 

of communism. Billions of dollars were spent on this program and 

it became known as The Marshall Plan. 

We see victory, the soldiers are coming home, they are headed 

for a great reception in New York City where all "heroes" are 

welcomed home. But there was no welcome comparable to that of 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower, and among those that stood and 

applauded him was General George C. Marshall who sat next to 

President Roosevelt. This man who had worked behind the scenes 

with the President was never to know such a thrill as "Ike" was 

receiving nor a s Ike would receive later when he was announced as 

11 The President of the United States", but through the Marshall 

Plan, General Marshall was to be known as the healer, for he 

bound up the wounds of free Europe. 

The Marshall name which I carry could not lay claims either 

to the kinship of the renowned Chief Justice Marshall, nor General 

George C. Marshall i however, I fervently say that it was all ot 

the Marshalls i and there are many of them indicated by telephone 

directories in America, plus all of the Browns' , the Jones' , the 
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Smiths', and even the names that are difficult to pronounce (for 

truly America is the melting pot), that created a need for such 

a great man as Chief Justice Marshall and later for General George 

C. Marshall. 

The Marshall name, you will see from this day forward, was 

one to be reckoned with in North Carolina. On this particular 

day when we dedicated the nursing home in Lumberton and had driven 

from Lumberton to Rockingham, North Carolina, filled with a spirit 

ofhumility, but with a great feeling of inspiration, that we 

stopped to spend the night at a Howard Johnson Motel. This was a 

newly erected place of comfort and relaxation and the three of us, 

who were traveling that night were seeking a comfortable place 

to lay our heads . 

I was driving as usual, and suggested that the two girls 

who were with me take our bags in and register. When I went in 

Iwas quite surprised to see such lavish quarters and later more 

surprised when the hostess brought in refreshments for us. I had 

to wonder if she had had intimate contact with cancer or if she 

applauded what we were doing for the program. We checked out the 

next morning with a feeling that we wanted to tell everybody about 

this lovely place. 

A year later, when I stopped there alone, I was to learn that 

she had thought I was Mrs. George C. Marshall (the General's wife). 

When I told her who I was and what I was doing, she showed her 

disappointment in almost contempt by sending me to the last room 

at the end of the motel. She told me that she had told people who 

c~e. that Mrs. George C. Marshall had slept at her motel. 
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One of the most amazing things about the loss of my identity 

occured when a member of the s taff visited one of the county units 

in the far e a stern part of the state. This woman had been one of 

our earliest volunteers and had worked with the program for years 

before General Marshall ret ired and came to Pinehurst for a part 

of each year. But now in talk ing to this representative, she was 

quite sure she had been working for Mrs. George C. Marshall all the 

while. As I went from one part of the state to another and as we 

held county and district meetings in various sections, we were to 

experience the following inc ident time and time again: Here 

would come handsomely dressed women into the meetings-women we 

had never seen before. As soon as the meeting was over they would 

rush up to the podium to tell "Katherine Tupper Marshall" (Mrs. 

George C.) how much they had enj eyed her last book! Now, I was 

about to spoil their day for there was nothing for me to do but 

to tell them I was very sorry to disappoint them, for I was not 

Katherine Tupper Marshall. I always invited them to stay and 

have lunch with us but they could not get away from the meeting 

fast enough and I was so sorry I had to take the wind out of their 

sails. This happened so frequently, but on the following occa­

sion, I was to gain rather than to lose by the mistaken identity. 

We had been attending district meetings in the eastern part 

of the state. Our state campaign Chairman, Joe Johnson, lived in 

Greensboro. We left him off there for the weekend while the 

health educator, Barbara Blackwell, and I came to Mt. Airy to 

stay until Sunday afternoon. We were to pick up Mr. Johnson in 

Winston-Salem and drive to Asheville for a district meeting there . 
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When we got to vlinston-Salem I told Mr. Johnson, I was having some 

trouble with my car and we should have it checked before leaving 

for Asheville. There was a service station just across from the 

Robert E. Lee Hotel, which was open and we pulled in. He got out 

of the car and said he would see if he could find somebody. Soon 

he was out of sight at the back of the garage and very soon after 

he disappeared, here came a mechanic. He walked up like he was 

greatly honored to do anything he could for "Mrs. George C. Mar­

shall. " Now Joe was a large imposing man with a keen sense of 

humor. I said to him as he got in the car, "Um hm," the mechanic 

was so near I couldn't say anything else but he replied; "I did 

not tell a story." I said, "yes, you just acted it . " The young 

mechanic who had been working on a car for a man who had a young 

baby and wife dropped everything to help the wife o f a high rank­

ing General! No doubt he had not been discharged from the armed 

forces very long. He was so gracious in his attitude toward me 

but I tried to think of the importance of the district meeting 

the following day and that eased my conscience about this deceit. 

Soon, we were on our way to Asheville and had no further 

trouble and there was no bill for his services. 

I was living at the Willow Hotel in Mt. Airy and one morning 

dressed in my uniform, I came by the desk at the hotel where I 

left the key to my room. There stood a man checking out. I 

noticed that he looked at me with such awe and approval and learn­

ed why this admiration showed so vividly in his eyes upon my 

return. He lingered long enough after I left to tell the manager 

of the hotel who I was and all about me . I was Mrs. George C. 
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Marshall and he thought it was wonderful what I was doing for the 

cancer program. He left thoroughly convinced he was right because 

he did a lot of traveling that the local clerk did not do and the 

clerk was just ignorant of the facts! 

But the most ridiculous position I was ever in was when I 

found myself at Montaldo 1 s in Wins ton-Salem looking at some new 

clothes. I always had the same clerk and she waited on me that 

day. It was two or three days after the death of General George 

C. Marshall and the clerk felt compelled to offer her condolences 

in the loss of my husband. I told her my husband had been dead 

for several years but she said, "Oh no, Mrs. Marshall, it was in 

all of the papers . " I said, "You know you do not think that I am 

the General's widow? I have been trading with you for years and 

you know I live in Mt. Airy, since I have a charge account here~" 

In spite of this she said, "I honestly always thought you were 

Mrs. George C. Marshall!!" I left the store thinking there might 

be other such people around and I had better get home and go in 

mourning for a tew days till it was decent for his widow to get 

out! 

Let me go back now to 1949 when I made every effort to con­

vince people over the state that I wasn't Mrs. George C. Marshall. 

I finally made a call with intentions of asking Mrs. George C. 

Marshall to serve the Cancer Society as Honorary State Conrrnander. 

Even though, I had anticipated the possibility of the General 

answering the phone, I had not anticipat ed having to tell him the 

purpose of my call. I was not aware of it but at this time Mrs. 

Marshall was suffering from shingles in her eyes. The General 

·' 
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said; "My wife is not too well and is lying down. May I take the 

message?" I said to the General; "I know you will think this is 

foolish but I am having trouble with the name Mrs. George C. Mar­

shall. I thought I was reasonably well known throughout North 

Carolina having served as an officer in the North Carolina Feder­

ation of Women's Clubs for many years and as State Commander of 

the American Cancer Society for the past eight years. Since you 

and Mrs. Marshall have made your home in Pinehurst my identity 

has been completely wiped out. I'm not too concerned about my 

identity and join all Tar Heels in my joy and delight in having 

the two of you as residents of the state, but I have become quite 

concerned that the impression might become general that I'm 

traveling over the state, impersonating Mrs. Marshall. When I 

have denied this false identity and this has been done each time 

where there is some confusion, I have seen expressions of great 

disappointment. Now, since Mrs. Marshall is "getting credit" for 

all the work I'm doing I am calling to ask if she will serve as 

Honorary State Commander so there can be two Mrs. George Mar­

shalls' . " The General laughed and said; "It may be more con-

fusing than ever but you will hear from her immediately." 

The mail came through more promptly then and I received a 

letter the next day accepting the appointment with pleasure. She 

said that she could not be very active in the program including 

traveling or organizing, but she wanted to have all the litera­

ture and become familiar with what we were doing and would from 

time to time send a message to the cancer units of the Society. 

And if the use of her name could help in such a worthy cause, she 

·' 
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would be delighted. 

We planned our next district meeting for Pinehurst with Mrs. 

Marshall as our honored guest. Yes, reporters were there from all 

of the large state papers and the attendance was very gratifying. 

Pictures were made of the two Mrs. Marshall 1 s, but I am convinced 

from this that people build up fantasies and believe what they 

want to believe. For as you have seen all the publicity about 

the two Mrs. Marshalls' did not des troy the fantasy, and Mrs. 

George C. Marshall was buying clothes in Montaldo 1 s a few days 

after her husband' s death: ~ 



CHAPTER XV 

Looking back upon the development of the University ' s Public 

eElth Department of Chapel Hill ~d their good fortune of getting 

ma.n of such renovm , wisdom , training , and experience as Dr. 

osenau , I feel I can relate personally to those Viho came under 

nis leadership. 

My education was limited to a junior college in Valdosta , 

:eorgie. . This college was an expansion of the University System 

of Georgia . A call from the Superintendent of Public Instruction , 

·:1o happened to be an uncle of mine , and from the Board of Direct ­

ors for help in getting this school on its feet brought forth 

~ch educators as Stella Stewart Center , New York University and 

m equally renowned head of the history department . Both of these 

:;ducators vmre retired . Miss Center brought literature alive and 

JOU never wanted to leave her class . She v1as later to write a 

number of books such as , Reading and Thinking , The Art of Book 

'"leading , Teachers of 'i;nglish 1931-1932 , and others . 

A well known educator , Dr . R. H. Fo\'lell v1as President of 

·~ldosta State College . 

Can one find a senior in a high school Dho does not feel that 

hE or she has really arrived? I recall the girls in my senior 
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c:ass at South Georgia College in McRae , Georgia , got together and 

decided that since we were seniors we didn ' t have to stand to re­

cite (this seemed so childish to us) and we agreed among ourselves 

~at the next time one of us was called on that she would just re ­

:n:..in seated and give her ansvrer . We had an instructor who had a 

'(een sense of humor , and always enjoyed getting a laugh out of the 

boys in the class when he got something on the girls . It just 

:.appened to fall my lot to be asked a question first. When I 

f01.iled to stand , Mr . Strosier said with a twinkle in his eyes and 

looking at the boys , "Rise , old lady , rise . 11 Of course , this was 

nard for me to live down and now as I grow older I find these 

~structions harder to carry out! 

Into this classroom came a new instructor one day. He was 

cnly eighteen years old , the average age of most of the members 

of the class , but he had already gotten his A. B. Degree from Emory 

~iversity . He was not only handsome , but his clothes were im-

.. eccable and he rialked with a real spring in his steps . V/e knew 

he 1·as something extra special when we saw him in the doorvray . 

·re represented another vrorld and our spirits were lifted but almost 

~t the same time they were depleted and we saw our shabby selves 

~J we really were , not only in appearance but most of all in mind 

and spirit . This eighteen year old boy , later to become a very 

. rominent man , was Dumas Malone . His education vras continued , first 

~ Yale University , Columbia Uni varsity , Oxford Uni versj_ ty, md 

arious other schools r1here be specialized in history and won in 

d~ition to many others , Phi Beta Kappa . He was a biographer in 

residence at the University of Virginia where he produced four 
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volumes of Jefferson and T:ris Times . Later , he became editor of 

the Dictiona.ry of .merican Biography, Volumes~- through 9. 

There \'ias a beautiful rich girl j_n our town to tried to capt­

ure him and made some headPay in her efforts , but he was to delay 

hi s marriage until he was thirty years old . One wonders , with all 

oi' his writings , how he managed to have time to go to the a1 tar! 

.L.,ach of us is influenced by those vrith whom we come in con­

tc..ct , not only our parents but relatives , teachers , rrriters , and 

columnists who are constantly kee ... ing their vievrs before us . Hy 

mother ' s influence on my life was the greatest of all. She v1as a 

musician , and I inherited a love of good music from her . My 

r1other and my sister saved their money and bought season tickets 

Lo the Metropolitan Opera when it was scheduled for Atlanta. 

]ley knerr I would want to be there too , and I arranged my visit 

·ith them for that time . Among some of the wonderful singers who 

i-mpressed us so much were r,;nrico Caruso and Amelita Galli - Curci . 

·roday , because of the great expansion of the University of 

~rth Carolina ' s television extension , our citizens and many 

others outside of the state can sit in their comfortable homes 

anC. VJatch Hetropolitan Opera over the University ' s television 

.roeram • 

. hen my father died at such a young age from appendicitis 

because the doctor had no experience in surgery , my mother became 

~1 in all to her children- -with the youngest being only trro years­

old . For the first time we were living \Vithout the protection of 

a ma.n but I was quite sure ·;e had great protection if my mother 

nE-ver :failed at the end of her prayer in the evening to say , 
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"Watch over and protect us during the night that no harm shall 

come to us." I was quite sure after this prayer angels were at 

every door and window and could go to sleep with that assurance. 

Since then, her guardian angels have protected me when I've been 

on the highway alone or when I have lived alone. 

In my active years such men as Walter Lippmann, James Reston, 

Edward R. Murrow, with his familiar "Good night and good luck", 

Albert Schwitzer and how could one ignore Aleksandr Solzhensitsun 

when in December 1975 his article "Wake Up! Wake Up!" was carried 

as the first article in that issue of Reader's Digest. If we had 

taken his advice would we be where we are today? 

Of all the women leaders in this time, I believe my greatest 

admiration was for Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and Mrs. Golda Meir. 

Looking back a few years--come to think of it, Edith Bolling 

Wilson was no "Slouch"-as President: 

We have in West Jefferson, N. C., a unique woman. For many 

years she has been editor and publisher of a number of newspapers 

including the Skyland Post. During these years Mrs. Ed. M. 

AAderson (Stella) put on the campaign of the American Cancer 

Society and usually raised the quota for her county the first day 

of the drive, but she had been elected president ot the North 

Carolina Federation of Women's Clubs, and the club convention 

over which she would preside, had to be called to order the first 

day of April. Do you think she let that fact interfere with her 

long devoted committment to the cancer cause? No, before leaving 

home she had raised her quota in full. Is there any reason why I 

would not appreciate and admire this great and good woman? 
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The two women in North Carolina who made the deepest impres­

sion on me was Harriet Elliot, Dean of Women of the University of 

North Carolina in Greensboro and Mrs. Preston Thomas of Asheville. 

Mrs. Thomas was like the Rock of Gibralter. I found her to be the 

same type of person whether she was representing the D. A. R., 

the State Federation ot Women's Clubs, or the American Cancer 

Society. She stood four square for what she believed and no one 

dared try to influence her thinking. Before you got to Asheville 

tor a meeting ot any kind you knew you had to reckon with this 

woman. She had no confidant with whom she planned what to say or 

do and it made no difference to her whether she was in the majo­

rity or minority. As district president of the State Federation 

of Women's Club and later as District Commander of the ~~erican 

Cancer Society, she represented the counties in the far western 

part of the state and these were the counties noted for their 

rugged individualism. 

Mrs. Thomas deserves most of the credit tor this Asheville 

doctor's assessment ot the cancer program. He wrote me in 1953; 

"I wish to thank you for the privilege of working with you, even 

though at some distance and some of the ideals and principles of 

cancer work which I have acquired in my two years in Asheville. 

The latter will remain with me. Should I explain all that I have 

learned and accepted in contrast to the little scientific medical 

school aspect, I would pay you the highest of compliments." 

We have so many opportunities to enrich our minds. Each 

person with whom we come in contact, large or small, adds to our 

store of knowledge and I still believe that if great educators 
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can create a desire and yearning on the part of their students 

for knowledge, this is all that is required. 

I still wonder why I have waited until now to finish this 

book but I am convinced I was doing like the man, Christ found 

waiting so long at the water's edge to be placed in it by a friend 

at the right moment to be healed. He was waiting for the impos­

sible and it never happened, but when Christ came along and saw 

him and said; "Pick up thy bed and walk", he immediately picked 

up his bed and walked. This bed, which we all carry, a bed of 

fear, doubt and indecision is a bed of our own making but instead 

of waiting for someone else to carry our burdens, if we will only 

pick them up ourselves we will find they are indeed light enough 

to carry for we have Divine help. If we could convince people 

as they grow older to handle their difficulties in this way, most 

nursing homes would be closed and our senior citizens would be 

productive . 

It has been said that; "a man's real possession is his memory. 

In nothing else is he rich, in nothing else is he poor." I have 

been blessed by having a keen memory. The retired Secretary of 

the State Board of Health, Dr. Roy Norton, wrote to me recently; 

"You made the cancer program so attractive." I say; "everyone 

working in this program including Dr. Norton made this program 

attractive." 

This is my first experience in writing a book. However, I 

have had a variety of experiences in writing many articles for 

magazines, some of them on a national level. On two occasions, 

I provided information to an interested editor of one of North 
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Carolina's leading papers. I was surprised to find that he used 

them on different occasions on his editorial page. He told me 

his editorial page was open to me anytime I wanted to use it. I 

never took advantage of his generous offer. 

I have served as a trustee on one of our state institutions. 

:~ first appointment as a member of the Board of Trustees of the 

Stonev~all Jackson Nanual Training and Industrial School was made 

by Governor Hoey. When this term expired, I \'ras appointed by 

Governor J. Hel ville Broughton for another term of four years. 

In 1962 I was included in "IJorth Carolina Lives 11 --the Tar 

I eel · . .rho' s '.'ho by Dr. 1'/illiam S. Powell. 



CHAPTER XVI 

You're looking at just one corner of our shipping room in 

Mount Airy, North Carolina. All crusade materials were shipped 

from this headquarters and went to the one hundred counties in the 

state. Just imagine what went on before this particular morning, 

what will go on each day of the campaign and what is in the other 

corners of the room and cannot be included in the picture--and you 

will have an idea of the enormous amount. We have shown you this 

picture, for we believe the Chinese Proverb is true that "one pic­

ture is worth more than ten thousand words." Just remember this 

picture does not include materials that go and come by mail. 

The order tor materials increased each year--now, the enthu­

siasm for the program is not confined to the month of April but 

streams of letters, telephone calls, and telegrams received at 

state headquarters thrills us. Everyone wanted something by 

return mail and the girls could no longer carry or bring the mail 

from the Post Office but had to take a car to haul it. 

This particular picture gives you a view of the young women 

(aren't they pretty) who made up most of the staff at State Head­

quarters. One by one they represent some of the most active, 
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effieient and dependable women in the work force today. 

There is one young woman in this group--an extremely gifted 

musician who married a musician of unusual talents. With their 

gifted children, all tremendously interested in music, they can 

have an orchestra of their own, without any outside help, or take 

over a church choir if necessary. The insert pictures are ot 

Madie Early and Sue Sutphin who are holding down the office and 

taking care of the first class mail. Clara Allred was a valuable 

employee of the State Division and went to Raleigh to help organ­

ize the staff there when the office was moved to the capitol city. 

Her tragic death was a source of regret. 

I believe this unselfish devotion to the cancer cause which 

put extra demands on our employees and beckoned them to go the 

second mile, continues to be the force that has made them so 

extremely successful today. 

As I may have said betore, my own county, Surry, was the 

only county in the state that had a pertect record in going over 

the quota each year that I was in charge ot the program. Indeed, 

we did not have a Chamber of Commerce at that time but looking at 

this picture and realizing every piece of literature during those 

fifteen years, had the proper office address with Mt. Airy on it, 

I challenge you to tell me what better and more extensive coverage 

could any Chamber of Commerce have given our city. 

As the boundary lines were extended for the University of 

N. C., likewise, they were extended for the tmvn of Mt. Airy. 

Even the doctors in Mexico received a sample of all the literature 

we had. 



::arshall -133- Involved 

In the first chapter of this book, the story was told of the 

birth of the Sorosis of New York City, which was later to become 

the Mother of the General Federation of Women's Clubs as well as 

the lay tounder of the American Cancer Society. As the cancer 

cause grew, it required more and more nourishment by what was 

later to become the General Federation of Women's Clubs, for this 

Sorosis had become just that. 

Now, this organization has grown to be the largest women's 

organization in the world with 2. 5 million members. .Perhpas you 

will recall I spoke of the special night when delegates trom the 

various countries in native costumes carrying their countries' 

flags marched in, and what a lovely picture this made on the plat­

term of the convention. Most of the state commanders were 

recruited trom this group, and through all the early years the 

women leaders were assured of support from the parent organization. 

It was during my last year as President of the North Carolina 

Federation of Women's Clubs that I had introduced a resolution 

pledging the active support of club women in the fight against 

cancer-this was unanimously adopted and the North Carolina Feder­

ation never failed to give their support in all our special pro­

jects. Anytime our clinics were in danger of being closed by the 

Medical Society, the State Federation of Women's Clubs adopted 

resolutions which stayed the hand of those who would close them, 

and when I called for help it was given in a wholehearted way. 

So many of the clubs, both Junior and Senior, accepted the cancer 

program as their special project. 

At the convention of the Federation, after I had given my 
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chart talk at the annual meeting of the American Cancer Society 

in New York, I asked the President, Mrs. Gupton, it she could 

make any time on her tight schedule so that I could present this 

chart talk to her club women. She was one of my strongest sup­

porters of the Cancer Society and gave me an excellent time for 

this. The club women said they felt they knew more about the 

cancer program after seeing the chart talk than they had ever 

known before. 

It was the General Federation's otficial action that brought 

about the month of April being declared through an act of Congress, 

Cancer Control Month. The Federation asked Edith Nourse Rogers, 

Congresswoman from Massachusetts, to present the bill and she was 

glad to do so. 

No other past president of the Federation depended so much 

on the Federation for success of her program and no other past 

president experienced the great joy that came with that support!! 

North Carolina's own club woman, Juanita Bryant (Mrs. Frank 

Bryant) was installed as President-Elect of The General Federation 

of Women's Clubs at its convention in St. Louis, Missouri in June. 

Juanita's home is not far from our town. It is Boonville, 

North Carolina. She had no opposition this year, which assures 

her of becoming president of the largest Federation of Women's 

Clubs in the world in 19~2. This may be the tirst time a South­

erner has ever been elected to this high office. It is the tirst 

in my memory, anyway. Observing her tremendous interest and 

energy, I told her when she became President of the North Carolina 

Federation of Women's Clubs that someday she would be president 
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of the General Federation. Juanita has come up through the ranks 

and truly has given ot her very best knowing that: 

Heaven is not reached at a single bound; 

But we build the ladder by which we climb. 

From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 

And we mount to its summit round by round. 

She not only had the patience to build and climb like this, but 

she helped other women to climb with her. 

Juanita Bryant will serve the General Federation with dis-

tinction and that service will reflect great honor upon our state! 

But regardless of the size of an organization or the zeal of 
I 

its leaders, we find ourselves dependent on other groups in the 

state. The University Extension Department, the American Cancer 

Society, and club women working together carried all three of 

these great movements with their varied interests to every nook 

~d corner of the state, but as you have read before, the same 

group carried it to every state in the Union and even to countries 

outside America. 

Perhaps no one doctor has contributed more to saving women's 

lives than Dr. GEOKGE ~. PAPANICOLAOU. We are indebted to Greece 

for this great man. Laywomen attending the National Society's 

annual meetings were invited and encouraged to sit in on the medi-

cal discussions. On one occasion Dr. PAPANICOLAOU was a special 

guest of the Society. We listened to his explanation of the use 

and value o.f what has become commonly known as the "Pap Smear". 

This man was a cytologist and as such, found that cancer could be 

hidden behind the wall ot the uterus. The word for this, in-situ, 
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meaning in its original place or hidden from view as he explained 

it. He had discovered that by taking a smear from the vagina he 

would at times find cancer cells from the uterus. 

Every woman now is urged to go regularly for a pap smear 

and not wait for cancer to move from its original place and deve­

lop into a full-blown cancer when life would be greatly threa­

tened. 

It seems a pity that because this man had a name that was 

difficult to spell and for the average person to pronounce, that 

his identity has been completely lost. Most women go early for a 

pap smear but do not realize that there was a great doctor who 

studied and made this method of discovering cancer early a possi­

bility. 

In thinking of names for hospital buildings, any medical 

institution would honor itself to name a building for Dr. PAPA­

NICOLAOU, for we realize that many women in the past, the present, 

and the future owe or will owe their lives to the Discovery made 

by this great man. 

Dr. T. Leslie Lee was with us only a few years, but he con­

tributed more to the stability of the Society than any other one 

doctor. He had a heavy practice and was as conscientious about 

taking care of his patients as he was in looking after the affairs 

of the cancer program. He knew there were doctors in the state 

who were genuinely afraid of what some woman or group of women 

would do with a medical program. I recall a special Sunday after­

noon when he was very much upset. He called and explained that a 

certain doctor in a certain county had discovered that a chiro-
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praetor had read a medical script over the radio. When I called 

the commander of that county and she was one of the most loyal 

and interested women in the state, to learn what had happened, she 

told me the full story. The doctor who had called Dr. Lee had 

been appointed chairman of the cancer committee by the County 

Medical Society. He had accepted this appointment but had not 

shown any interest or responded to any request made by this lovely 

little commander. This woman had asked every M. D. in the county 

to go on the radio and use the script prepared by the Medical 

Committee ot the New York otfice. Now he was up in arms demanding 

that she be fired at once and almost threatening to fire me because 

I had not warned her against using a chiropractor. Well, it just 

did not occur to me that any person serving under the medical 

profession and especially being as intelligent as she was, would 

dare use a chiropractor in those days, but since theM. D. was 

supposed to be in charge ot the medical aspects of the program in 

his county, I wondered why he had not informed her not to use a 

chiropractor. (Now the attitude toward the chiropractor by the 

medical profession has become much more liberal). 

The M. D. demanded that this woman be fired and this was done 

that Sunday afternoon. She and I were both in tears and Dr. Lee 

was very tense. This is just one instance where our beloved Dr. 

Lee was put over a barrel. 

Later, the doctors who were active in the cancer clinics 

soon became "cancer specialists" in the minds of the general 

public. As one would expect there developed a lot of jealousy 

and our Dr. Lee had to cope with this. In spite of this, he kept 
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the Medical Society together and pushed on to great accomplish­

ments in developing sound cancer programs tor the state. 

I believe that his responsibilities in connection with the 

Society might have shortened his days, but it would have been 

difficult, i f not impossible, for us to have found a more dedi­

cated man tor his position at this time. The Medical Society 

felt reasonably safe as long as the cancer committee of that 

society was in charge ot the program of cancer control, but when 

the National Society changed the name in 1944 from the American 

Society for the Control of Cancer to the American Cancer Society 

~d was incorporated as such, the doctors in the state division 

became apprehensive. It was not until 1948, or four years later 

that the state division changed its name and became the American 

Cancer Society, North Carolina Division, Inc. No doctor in North 

Carolina was particularly anxious to accept the responsibility of 

what might develop from this great change and for that reason I 

found that the active doctors in the state program were always 

glad to give me the credit or "blame" tor organizing the American 

Cmcer Society in the state. 

Dr. Lee watched the activities with pride and some appre­

hension. He died in 1949 at the age of 48. It was his respon­

sibility among other things to approve every bill that was made 

by the North Carolina division, and it was required that both the 

signature of the treasurer, Mr. Rector, and the state commander 

be on every check. 

In a letter Dr. Lee wrote me not long betore he died, he 

said, "Let me assure you that it has been a real pleasure and a 
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rare privilege to give whatever time and thought I may have to 

such a worthy cause. It my efforts and thoughts could mean the 

diagnosis of one very early cancer 1 then I would feel repaid for 

any service I may have rendered." 

As time moved on, it was amazing how everybody wanted to 

get into the program of cancer control. Here were Wake Forest 

pre-medics~ under the able direction of the professor of radiology~ 

"pitched into cancer" 1 in a big way terming a speaker's bureau. 

They transcribed their productions and made them available to all 

who wished them. The University of North Carolina Medical School 

and the Extension Division held post-graduate medical courses in 

four sections of the state with 283 physicians, or 24% of the 

forty county area covered, enrolled. The popularity of this 

course gave rise to the need and request tor more such programs. 

School programs were developing in many parts ot the state, 

including Surry County. Those of us who had to contend with 

paying income tax couldn't imagine the head of this department 

in Greensboro getting so involved with the cancer program~ but 

Mr. C. H. Robertson of the U. S. Treasury Department, Greensboro, 

ordered campaign supplies for 66 federal organizations in the 

state. This service to the campaign reached some fitty-four 

hundred employees. 

The development of the clinic program was going along in a 

fine way and the development of the information centers were 

increasing. Three thousand six hundred dollars of the ~tate 

Division's budget went for professional education. The State 

Division shared ~0-50 with county weltare departments in the 
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treatment of their indigent cancer patients where those counties 

were too small to maintain a year round program. A cancer loan 

and gitt closet was established and printed on the fly-leaf 

manual was the following: "Teach us all to render the deeds of 

mercy". Every connnander was urged to order a copy of the leaflet 

from state headquarters. 

The large and comprehensive cancer exhibits at the State 

Fair in Raleigh were reviewed by thousands including Governor­

Elect, W. Kerr Scott. This booth reflects the many devoted hours 

put into its preparation by the Wake County Unit. 

In 1949 I had the pleasure of attending a kick-off meeting 

of the Mecklenburg County Unit with Mrs. Lubbe as County Commander 

and Mrs. Duncan as District Commander and was assured of a most 

successful meeting. We have noted elsewhere that the Charlotte 

Woman's Club had incorporated in their by-laws that cancer control 

was their special project. We knew ot no other county ·in the 

country which had taken such a step, and I looked forward to this 

meeting with a great deal of pleasure. A newspaper announcement 

had gone out that Miss Minnie t;ranford "Had Done It Again", mean­

ing that she, prior to this meeting, had collected ~10,000 to this 

campaign. 

There was another fact that was equally as astounding, for 

in 1949 the women in this group had chalked up 11,356 surgical 

dressings tor those dear people who would find them a comfort. 

These dressings were carefully sterilized betore use. 

To my mind the nurses workshop of cancer nursing was one of 

the best contributions the state society made. ~·ifty-eight nurses 
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registered for the workshop of cancer nursing conducted on the 

campus of the University of North Carolina's School ot Public 

Health. The State Division of the American Cancer Society 

financed the service of the guest instructor. She was Miss 

Katherine Nelson, Professor of Nursing at Columbia University and 

Director ot Nursing Education at New York's Memorial Hospital. 

A similar workshop for nurses with the wonderful Katherine 

Nelson was conducted a second year with the State Division paying 

her expenses . 

Four years after the bill was established creating a Division 

of Cancer Control in the State Board ot Health, the Advisory Bud­

get Committee of the General Assembly approved ~140,000 for this 

established cancer division. You will recall that Governor 

Broughton at the time this division was established, had so wisely 

advised us to get our toot in the door----in other words, get the 

bill passed creating a Division of Cancer Control in the State 

Board of Health, despite the fact the Appropriations Committee 

had made its report. He said, "If this is done, the next session 

of the legislature will have to provide funds for its support." 

Now, the large amount recommended reflects the great interest of 

Governor Kerr Scott in cancer control. Indeed, this indicates 

just how fast the cancer program had developed in North Carolina. 

There is another indication of its growth and development which 

comes from the state government, for cancer has been made a 

Reportable Disease. 

In thinking of the spread of this enthusiasm for the cancer 

program, we find two young men from Wilmington, North Carolina, 
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talking on the radio (no TV then) for seventeen and one-half hours 

without stopping. Just wonder if they went on to become congress­

men who could defeat a bill! 

We had several Negro units of the Society organized in the 

state and the very knowledgeable and attractive Negro, Mrs. 

Alfonzo Elder was on the board of directors for many years. The 

Duke doctors organized the first group of Negro doctors in the 

state. These recruits were trom one 'of our best Negro medical 

schools. In the meantime, Mrs. Elder was gaining more and more 

support of the people of her own race as she contacted them. We 

also find Miss Laura Millan, who had received her degree as M. S. 

from North Carolina College at Durham was employed by the Char­

lotte Health Department. 

The Raleigh News and Observer with the well-known Josephus 

Daniels as publisher, gave the Cancer Society his full support. 

He was present and introduced Douglass Poteat when Mr. Poteat was 

guest at the Woman's Club in Raleigh in 19L~9. 

Dr. Poteat had very close ties with both North and South 

Carolina. He had graduated from Furman Uni versity in his teens. 

This University was headed by his father. His brother was Edwin 

McNeil Poteat, who needed no introduction in North Carolina. 

Through his ministry at Pulliam Memorial Baptist Church in Raleigh 

and his inspiring messages carried in the state papers, all of us 

gained a great lift. 

Douglass Poteat was at one time Professor of Law at Duke 

fuiversity. There are many things that could be written about 

his training and activities before he was connected with the 
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American Cancer Society, but my personal appreciation of him was 

that he was ready to help and advise me at any time, as he said 

to me, "I'm as near to you as your telephone." On one occasion 

this stood ' me in good stead when I had to make an important 

decision which not only involved me but the entire Cancer Cause. 

The North Carolina Division prepared at State Headquarters 

an Operating Handbook and sent it to every County Commander. In 

our opinion it was one of our greatest educational tools. I am 

still amazed at the wonder of it. Upon the resignation or change 

in the county commander, she was requested and expected to hand 

over the handbook to the incoming commander; however, if she 

failed to do so, the new leader received one from the state office. 

This book was indexed with different colored tabs showing where 

to find the answer to any question. It was particularly helpful 

to chartered county units. It was not only a big help to the 

county units but made it possible for the office staff to use 

their time to better advantages. Included in this handbook was 

a list of the contributions of every county in the state, begin­

ning in 1941 and brought up to date each year. The last one 

recorded in the book I have was in 1954, the year I retired. 

There was a special leaflet on the North Carolina Institute 

(the nursing home), on the rules and regulations tor admitting 

patients. There was one on the loan and gift closet and one on 

dressings and how they were made. 

The old mimeograph machine which we had at State Headquarters 

was certainly working overtime and so were the gals there. 

One of the most interesting health educators was Emma Carr 



l'a.rshall Involved 

Bivens. She was first a writer and among other magazines, she 

edited "Better Health, The Magazine For Better Living." She 

later decided to enter the School ot Public Health at the Uni­

versity ot North Carolina tor training as a health educator. 

After finishing that course, she was employed by the State Divi­

sion with the understanding that she would be stationed in 

Mount Airy. There was never a dull moment when Emma Carr was 

around, and we continued our friendship after she went with the 

State Board of Health in Raleigh. I recall that one ot her 

assignments was to Afghanistan. The letters she wrote to me 

while there were extremely interesting and when she came back, 

we got together for a day and night session. She is still with 

the State Board of Health. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower launched the 1955 April cam­

paign at 9:30 a.m. March 31st. At the White House ceremony, 

Leroy Curtis, a six year old boy who was cured of cancer and came 

from Denver, the President's summer home, presented a Sword of 

Hope to the President. He was introduced by Wisconsin's governor, 

Walter S. Kohler, chairman of the American Cancer Society's Board 

of Directors . 

A call tor church bells to sound throughout the country in 

solemn but inspiring appeal for support in the Society's educa­

tional and fund raising crusade was broadcast. Men and women 

were asked to bow their heads in meditation and then rededicate 

themselves to the tight to save lives from cancer. 

Many famous bells were rung that day such as the Catholic 

Cathedral at St. Augustine, Florida, oldest church in the country; 
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Boston's North Church where lanterns signaled Paul Revere; 

Trinity Church in New York and many others. Many local units 

followed this example and church bells were rung in their com­

munities. 

Perhaps the reader will recall Dr. James B. Murphy was our 

special guest at our state meeting in Raleigh when all the doctors 

in the state received an invitation to be present for the dinner 

meeting. As I said, he was born in North Carolina and had many 

relatives here. At the time he visited our state, he was head of 

the Rockefeller Research Foundation. He had a son who was also a 

member of that foundation. It was quite shocking to our state 

when it became known worldwide that Margaret, known as "Happy", 

was divorcing the son (Dr. Murphy) to marry Nelson Rockefeller. 

She had several children and her youngest was an infant. The 

youngest went with her to Mr. Rockefeller's home but the father 

kept the other children. We who had known the generous, gracious 

Dr. James B. Murphy were glad to know he had died several years 

prior to this unhappy situation for his son and grandchildren. 

As I look over the list of county commanders, campaign chair­

men, chairmen of the executive committees, the amounts raised by 

each county for the tourteen years I was in oftice, I know that 

it would take a large volume to cover even this portion ot the 

history and for those or members of their families who knew of 

their great eftort in this humanitarian cause, I offer my apo­

logies if they are not included. 

I am reminded of a letter which I received from a woman years 

after my retirement, who was recruited years before I retired in 
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1954. She wrote of continuing effort in the cause and said she 

was particularly interested in the service aspects of the program. 

There were patients from her home going back and forth to Chapel 

Hill for treatment. The established policy of the Society under 

the new administration was to pay all approved bills direct from 

the state office. This policy, which said much for efficiency, 

she claimed was a hardship on her, for she found herself advancing 

money for round trip tickets to the hospital. However, her 

interest in the special people made her continue to do so. This 

woman, who through her educational program, had convinced these 

people of their need to seek help promptly, went the second mile 

and advanced the means for them to get to the hospital and back. 

This, it seems to me, is a service of the highest type. 

Can the work of the health educators, who had been employed 

by the State Division and I know the many times they burned the 

midnight oil, the loyal staff members, the fine work of the Dis­

trict Commanders, the doctors who were the directors of the var­

ious cancer programs, and even the members of the State Executive 

Committee and board members whose steadfastness and stick-to-it­

iveness which was a hallmark of their devotion be measured? 

Many of them are not in this volume but most of them have 

been featured in the North Carolina News, the first history of the 

Society and other publications. The Cancer Society proved to be 

only a stepping stone to services of far-reaching importance. 

To feature them would be like "carrying coals to Newcastle." 

When we accepted Mr. R. M. Grumman's offer of a space large 

enough for a chair and desk at the top of the stairway in Swain 
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Hall, which was at that time the University Extension Department, 

we did not vision the American Cancer Society as contributing 

toward the dream of the late Edward K. Graham as expressed in his 

installation message as President of the University of North Caro­

line in 1914. One of his great ambitions was to make the boun­

daries of the University campus and the state coterminus (same 

bounds). 

Our first step was employing an educational director to use 

that desk and chair, and later I was to interview the communica­

tion center which occupied all the rest of the floor and asked 

them to serve as the state's publicity group. Included in their 

service to the society was the preparation of radio skits, films, 

etc. Their representative went to every district meeting with us 

and told of his services. 

Beginning with the Medical Profession, the first member of 

the State Federation of Women's Clubs, the group of organized 

women who agreed unanimously to sponsor the cancer movement and 

then to the first member of the American Society for the Control 

of Cancer who could join the Cancer Society by paying a dollar a 

year for membership, a great program of cancer control was built. 

We have seen these groups working together and have witnessed 

the great results which came about. Continuing this summary may 

I say, we are faced today with cancer of more devastating types . 

Perhaps much of it is brought on by our priorities of love of ease, 

comforts and conveniences; in other words, our greed has caused 

us to risk life itself to have these luxuries, and now our water 

and the very air we breathe is so often contaminated with cancer-
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causing elements. At that time we had eleven clinics and twelve 

information centers in tho state. The cancer clinics had a tvo­

fold purpose; first was to educate the general public about cancer 

and to persuade our citizens to seek help by having a checkup; the 

other vras equally as important--to make every doctor's office a 

cancer detection center. In some of the states there were as 

many doctors at the clinics as there were patients. An answer to 

one of the questions, "Has every doctor's office been made a 

cancer detection center?" is given here. 

In 1959, five years after the writer retired from the .Amer­

ican Cancer Society, a letter came to me in Virginia from a 

doctor at Chapel Hill, and I am quoting one paragraph which would 

indicate that every doctor's office had not at that time been 

made a cancer detection center. He said: 

"This morning I saw a woman from a certain town, who because 

of pain in her lower abdomen went to see a physician who failed 

to examine her but gave her pills for several months. She went 

to see two physicians in another town nearby, received a number 

of X-rays but no pelvic examination, and finally she came to 

Chapel Hill at which time it vms found that she had Stage IV 

carcinoma with involvement of her bladder and rectum. This woman 

had spent sizeable amounts of money on physician care; there was 

no financial reason for the patient not having early diagnosis 

and treatment. However, we can only offer her palliative radi­

ation at present." 

Perh~ps you know of someone, maybe a loved one, who did not 

receive diagnosis and treatment in time for a cure. '~ll the time 
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ever come Vihen an intensive educational program is not required 

for both the doctor and the layman? 

Wouldn ' t it be vmnderful if the peoples of the world could 

learn to live at peace with one another so that we vmuld have the 

time and money to get on with our search for cures for cancer? 

Since the public announcement not too long ago that Elmer 

Bobst and President Nixon v1ere good friends it may be that Mr . 

Bobst influenced President Nixon while he was in offic e , to se t 

up that huge sum of money for research so that the human race 

wouldn ' t have to wait to learn all the secrets~out the causes 

and cures of cancer , but with such money as that , the scientists 

could get on the job at once. Is it not true that people who have 

alv~ays been able to get vrhat they wanted if they ~lac.. enough money 

to buy it , could feel this was true in regard to cancer? The 

American Cancer Societymd the United States Publi c Health Ser­

vi ce , knowing that there was a limited number of t r ained s cien­

t ists knew this was no t true and expressed a fear that some of 

these funds would be wasted . 

Recently , a scientist working through the United States 

Public Health Service gave a most interestingreport of his pro ­

ject on television . c told they had discovered what seemed to 

be the indivisible cell which he called the quork . He said that 

in every human body there were these cells and if and v;hen the 

time comes if enough of these indivisible cells are produced for 

use in cancer patients , we might see a. great change and reason for 

hope of control . He promised nothing definite but continues to 

rork on the problem . 
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No person \'/as a greater comfort and assurance than Bob Madry . 

'Je knew that our newspaper publicity vJOuld be exactly right . Here 

was another time we had to thank the Univer sity of North Carolina 

for this gifted ·rriter who was so highly respected , not only by 

the University Board of Trustees of vrhich he was a member , but 

by every publisher in the state . '/hen he sent an article to the 

paper , there was no question as to whether it vmuld be used or 

not . ne , a victim of cancer , was never to be replaced by the 

University or the Society . 

In 1953 we had called "Bill" Friday from Asheville insist­

ing that he let us present his name as first vice-president. He 

reluctantly accepted , not because of his lack of interest but be­

cause of his lack of time . He was not President of the University 

of North Carolina then but he was secretary to the President , and 

as many of us know , this was a time of transition for the Univ­

ersity and his responsibilities were great . At the 1954 annual 

meeting of the American Cancer Society , north Carolina Division , 

Inc ., he was elected president . 

1
'Jhen Gordon Gray resigned from the University of North Caro­

lina there appeared to be many problems concerning its management 

in the future . This was some tv,renty odd years after Governor 0 . 

Hax Gardner ' s vision for the University , 11 consolidation 11 , and 

now there was debate among tho trustees , the General Assembly, 

fa.cul ty and the a~umni as hovr to manage what had become such a 

large and diverse group of colleges . 

An odi torial appeared in the Greensboro Daily 1Jev1s entitled, 

!I A HAlT FOR A MIS.SION . II 
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William C. :Friday had served as secretary to Frank P . Graham 

and as an assistant to Gordon Gray . From the time he graduated 

r1ith an A. B. ::Jegree from the University and began his vork in Dr . 

::?rank Graham's office , he "ras recognized as CJ. persuasive person 

when it came time to appear before the state legislatur e for 

funds to support this hg and wonderful group of colleges . 

On May 8 , 1957, 1./illiam Clyde Friday was inrugu.rated Pr esi­

dent of the consolidated University of north Carolina . Nov/ there 

appeared in the Greensboro Daily New-s another editorial entitled , 

"University ' s Day of Hope . 11 

It has been interesting to all of us who have come in contact 

V'ith President :t?riday to see how he handled the a.ffairs of vrhat 

;ras a consolidated University and v:rhat is still a consolidated 

University . 

The growth and development of the University during these 

years seems to me almost unbelievable . J_,ooking at his face ·rhile 

interviewing his guests each week tells you alot about the man. 

Using an old cliche , he seems to n}.:!1ay hif' c ard.s close to his 

chest . '' In all of his services , he must have had a Board of 

Trustees that did not waver in its .support of him . 

But as ~dVTin Markham said : 

To each man is given a marble to carve for the wall , 

A stone that is needed to heighten the beauty fJDr all . 

And only his sou1 has the magic to give it a grace , 

And only his hands have the cunning to lJU t it in place." 

Juring Dr . ?rank Graha.In's c>.dministration , it vras a more 

leisurely ttme and his spirit and philosophy blessed all nho 
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ca.me in contact with him , but could he have done for the Univ­

ersity what has been required since 1956? It seems to me if 

there was a need for further tests of Jj_lliam C. Friday , "The 

Han For A Hission" , this has come in his continuing dealings 

Ylith Health and :Iumon Services , a government agency with a 

budget of 226 billion dollars a year . This budget is exceeded 

only by Russia and the United States! 'l1his problem continues 

to be a big one . 

Taxpayers have received so many blessings beginning with 

Russ Grumman ' s ~xtension Department at SVIain Hall a11d now en­

j oying through that same extension among other benefits , a 

highly regarded television program which is observing its b7enty­

fifth birthday . They are programs vrhich from time to time appeal 

to people of different ages and tastes but still retain that high 

standard . 

This may sound presumptuous on my part , but because Bill Fri ­

day as a very young man got his experience presiding over and 

directing our cancer program , I have taken the liberty to express 

my opinion of his services through the state. Because of Bill 

7riday ' s youth he 'Jill have many more days to · vork on t he stone 

rrhich has been given him and his place in the history of the Univ­

ersity will be assured . 

0 . lrthur Kirkman was a most ~apable and tremendously inter­

ested president of the Society the year I retired . Ire ras from 

Eigh Point and had served as mayor of the city as ve11 as State 

Senator from Guilford County . In an editorio1 of the Greensboro 

Daily Hens in March 1960 , he rcas highly commended saying that 
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North Carolina and Guilford County could use more "Arthur Kirk-

mans" ! 

Tho National Society has a greatly prized and beautiful 

aw·ard which could be g-antod to volunteers vvho merited it. It 

usually went to doctors , but the State Executive Committee , remem­

bering the number of years I worked for practically nothing -- ~450 

the first two years , $900 the next tno years--considered me prac ­

tically a volunteer asked that it be granted to me as r etiring 

Executive Vicc-j?resident . ~hen the committee learned that this 

could not be done , they got busy on this Sunday morning , and it 

was most surprising vhat they produced in such a short time . 11hey 

nere in touch v1ith the best jeweler in Raleigh and in no time had 

a beautiful gold bracelet Yrith a charm and inscription on it . On 

one side of the charm ,'as engraved the map of r;orth Carolina with 

a lovely little diamond designating Raleigh e.s our meeting place . 

I had learned upon retirement of a president of tho Medical Soci­

ety of the ,State of North Carolina , he is given an award rihich 

includes a j ev!Gl . The doctor 7ho v:as vice- president rras a retired 

president of the Medical Society and it vms he who said , "The gift 

must include a jevel . '' I accepted this gift as a token of appre­

ciation for all the work in the state by these wonderful volun­

teers , 40 , 000 in number and for the 66 out of 100 counties that 

had raised their quotas 13 out of the 111- years I was in office . 

lion, you can evaluate the high standard of volunteers which v;o 

had and their constancy in the program . North Carolina h2d ga.ined 

the reputation of being almost religious in its cl~~port of the 

cane or cause . 
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Dr . Cameron paid high tribute to the volunteers saying that 

he had never kno·wn of any state endowed with mor e a t tributes of 

mind and heart in the fight against cancer. 

There was another cert ificate awar ded to me on this day which 

I prize very highly (Those were extravagant expressions , but don ' t 

we all like to hear them!) . 

Later , I rJas invited to be at the meeting of the National 

Society in l-ew York , uhich follo· ed my resignation , to accept a 

Distinguished Service Award as one of four pioneer women in the 

United States. After Mrs . Milligan pinned a green orchid on my 

shoulder , the av~ard vras presented to me by "/alter s . Kohler , 

Chairman of the Board. The other pioneers who received the same 

award Yrere Nrs. H. V. I>Iilligan of Hew York , National Commander; 

Hrs . H. B. Ritchie of Georgia , district commander ; and l'1rs. Harry 

V. Smith of l'Ten Hampshire , the first st;9_te commander appointed . 

I was greatly surprised to receive this award , and in accept­

ing it I remembered with gratitude all the vmrk the people in 

North Carolina had done to merit it. 

The 1.vorld is changing so fast - -everything about it; therefore , 

it is to be expected that our health agencies - all of them - are 

quite different frdm what they were in the forties and middle 

fifties . 

In these pages , I have tried to tell you , 11 The VJay .,::Q VJere"! 

Ve all knov1 that the future bel0ng.s to the active leaders of today 

and indeed to the youth , but I still challenge these leaders , 

using the same words as I used the day I rrent out of office: 

11 
There is no conquest all co.mpl:et e , 
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No stopping place for human feet , 

No final goal . 

OnVIard and upward we ascend 

And none of us shall see the end 

of glory ' s scroll , 

But small and trivial is the past . 

It is the future ¥hich is vast . 11 

Involved 
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During my torm as president of the North Carolina Federation 

of Domen ' s Clubs , I had the pleasure of visiting \iliat I thought 

·1as the most peaceful and loveliest town in the state . This \'las 

Faison . It was really a small village , but many people of wealth 

lived there . 

I shall never forget a delightful street with large colonial 

frame homes about the serfle distance from the street on each side . 

The beautiful trees near the street formed a complete canopy as 

far as one could see . It was a place where a weary traveler was 

exceedingly reluctant to leave . 

I had been invited to speels: to the Sesame Club ; such an app­

ropriate name for a club in this town! Hy hostesses ·were Mrs . 

Marshall \':illiams and Hrs . Ben r'itherington . I recall the lovely 

a.ntique furniture in my room and was impressed VJith the matting 

on the floor. 

Miss Sallie 1Iill and her sister- in- lavJ gave me a real treat 

the next morning . They took me to their newly organized pickle 

fe.ctory . Their brother , the Vlell knorm Jo'ln Sprunt TrilJ of Durham 

had been instrumental in getting this pickle factory for Faison . 

I uas shoYm through it by these tvm delightful women going from 

one vat to the other and having them explain to me all about the 

operation. Remembering how fresh and beautiful the cucumbers 

were as they ryere brought in from the farm land , I ' m not surprised 

that today , Cates Pickles continues to be one of the best sellers . 

For many years no\'! , Hrs . George Cates (Forwa) has been one 

of our most beautiful and gifted past presidents of tbe Jederation. 

She continues today as Chairman of the Board of Trustees . She 
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Names o f nersons 1ttho could be needed if thie boolr is -oublishod 

hiss Clara Allred , 9-3381 

lvlrs . VT i lliam J . (Venita ) Anderson , 6 - 4282 

Hrs . J ohn H.( Bett y) Brown , office 6 - 4509) 

rvliss P olly Hull , 3300 Cent ral Ave ., Apt B- 12 , Bentlwod arms , 
Charlotte , N. C. 28205 

~-:iss Pat He.rt , 813 Nonroe Rd ., Mount Airy 6 - 2652 , Off . 9-2118 

1•1rs . ~~rall fu. ce (Paulq) Johnson6- 7671 

l,irs . E . H. EarlyXIv:adie) 6-7011 

I'Irs . Bobby Loftis , 102 South Kanawha Street , 

;Buc kh...,nnon , \•Test Va . 

Nrs . Ruth Sarsent Martin 

6 - 6000 

M rs.J amea(Du~)Simnons (Lella ) 6 - 8534 

lirs . Huch Sut:phin (Sue) 530 Fairl".ne , 6-7652 

G'"'.ye Hennis , ~726 

\'JilliC'.m S . .Po\rell , JNC , Chapel Hill 

r-:r..tt Eob ·s on , Di::-ector UI:JC P:::--css , Chc.~Jel Eill 

Bleir Publishin; Co . John :::'ries BJ. :: ir , 1.!instin Sc.lGn , K. C . 

J . Pc tricl~ Kelly , 939North Stratford L02d , \!ins ton-fl.alem, E . C . 

N01.·.r vrith B- ptist Hospitn.l • .c..xperience: 1947 , R·~,lei~~h ':'imes , Me; . Dr 

I 

Yins ton Salem Lr.n Editor J ourne.l until :pf'.per chanr;ed . h ..... nds . 

Che~ter Dn.vis "'nd .J.oy Thq!:J.pson , l·!riters for ~·i . S . Journ". l , 

pr ~Jer I S £:umber 725-2311 . 
Burke Davis , ~·iilli2,msbt1rr; , Ve. . J obl1 . ..!.hJ.e 3ucces:::;ful ·,;:.iter 

University Nm:s Burecu (':.:he lc>te Bob I-:r.c'L!."y) 



f'nd U. F . C • C:.v.pel :Iill (:re2.r ? ) in interest o:' 

Rcponi tory The,_tre • Easscy , upon invitr tion npo::e to ue 

at our Annual Keetinr: (Yesr j) 

Jolm EhJ:e( \Thcro i" he) ? 

:r:rs . Chcrleo r::.'illett , 8::."' ., Ch,':"'lotte , lJ . C . 

11"t1tt"l ':!rites A!ncn<.'tr.ont " 

:Revolution 3icontenntc.l Conr1ission 

-- !!....... .....'1..1 ·; ....u."' l
n rp~'"7 c 'vc~ V!OLAH " a nc,ni~dn (:f"ull size) o:-: yenro 

2:-;o ~ ;ho 11.~.d cc.ncer o"!: the brest • It m;,s electri:!:'led 

sho.-ihm·r the unchec:::ed c·,.ncer '1pre~cs tllrou,....h the lymph node 

to r 11 pc.rts o:' the body . Perh~"ps 1·rc s}:;.oulci.. r~et the 
. , . or the, moth "Qalll:l 

m::·n~l:J.n out, aust. no:." o:'~ < na ' put her on the ro."'.d &.:Bd 

continue to educate the 1-romen! 

ISome s-oec~c.l .§ _Y: ~/c:::; ~l-:.c. ')_~o:o:c i.~ ·::.:~e life _of V1e soc:;.ety . 

\s-ono::."'nl Georr~o C . J.~r.rd·y 11 . :i.D-":3 . :.:·-:."'shc'.ll :on • .St~.to 

( 

( 

( 

, ::::. oy ~"l t::.'ef'..t:r:lent at moeti:i.J.~s r.nd ::otels! Jol-:n~'On ['11.d :.:chr',nic! 

J c.Eles B . Eurphy , Dr . ID.-rin:· 6: Dr . 1-:it bhell - the BOOK . 

Dr. Che.rles Cameron , President Hahamann M:ed i c a l Colle r-e 

& Hospital , Philadelphia , Penn . 

"Tenets of r espon s i ble leedership 11
• 

:_y Uniform end attention it received . Active support ( 

of all branches of Armed Services . I'F.arines at Cherry Point 
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