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PROGRAM

SCENE I A GROVE NEAR AHAB’S PALACE

SCENE II A RUDE HUT AT ZEREPATH

SCENE III SAME AS SCENE I

SCENE IV ELIJAH’S HIDING PLACE IN THE MOUNTAINS

The Biblical text which Mendelssohn used in writing the Oratorio, “Elijah,” is
found in I Kings 16-21; the first scene depicting Elijah in Israel at the beginning of the
drought years, the anguish of the bereaved people, and Obadiah’s pleas to them to turn
from their idols to the living God. Elijah is then commanded to seek refuge in the
home of a widow in Zerepath, where he is later intrumental in restoring her son to life.
After staying his appointed time in Zerepath, he is ordered by God to show himself
to Ahab, the king of the Israelites, He again attempts to show the people of Israel their
folly in worshipping false Gods, and gives dramatic evidence of Jehovah’s might, when
he calls down fire from heaven to consume the pagan sacrifices. Jezebel, the queen, is
jealous of the power of Elijah and demands his death. Elijah is again exiled, but is
accompaned by the angels of Heaven to watch over him until he is brought into the
presence of God.
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Opening Remarks and Prayer ................... Dr. D. S. McCarty

CHymDn ...t R “Blest be the tie that binds our heart in Christian love.

The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
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