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-· . - - \. - - put rne mstde to patch the crack. 
Ran H1s Store He also mentioned that the old saf, 

from the clothing store still remains ii 
Until 19 3 9 use today at Holcomb Hardware 

(Hale's Clothing was once in tha 
location.) By ELEANOR POWELL 

Staff Writer 
Stephen Mason Hale figured large

ly in the growth of the business world 
in Mount Airy during the late 1800s. 
He was a pioneer merchant and out
standing citizen. 

Born in 1862 in Grayson County, 
Va., he was the son of Wiley D. and 
Martha Grayson Mitchell Hale and 
was the last-surviving member of a 
family of 12 children. 

He received his education at Elk 
Creek Academy and embarked on a 
merchandising career as a clerk in 
stores of that community. 

Later, in 1888, Hale entered busi
ness for himself in Ennis in Alleghany 
County. He remained there for II 
years, hauling his stock by wagon 
over the rough mountain roads from 
the new railroad that had entered 
Mount Airy in June of 1888. 

His business was moved to Mount 
Airy in 1899. For 50 years, Hale's 
Department Store was one of the fix
tures of the Mount Airy business 
world, drawing a wide patronage 
from the people of Mount Airy and a 
wide rural area. 

The firm was discontinued in 1939, 
when Hale retired to devote his time 
to his large cattle ranch and peach 
fa rm some miles above Mount Airy 
on the Lowgap highway. 

Always civic-minded, Stephen 
Hale was in the forefront of move
ments for the improvement of the 
Granite City. He was a member of 
Central Methodist Church and the 

Stephen M. Hale, founder of Hale's Department Stnre, poSt'd on the 
lawn of his home with his grandchildren, Scott nanner , a11d sister, 
Lucille. -- - -

Richard Holcomb said that he ant 
his father, Bill Holcomb, had the saf1 
clea ned up and found the name "S.M 
Hale" engraved on .the front. 

H;Jie's Clothing was one of th• 
main attractions on Main Street ant 
customers were drawn there fron 
large di splay advertising tha 
appea red in The Mount Airy News. Ir 
Apri l 1915, a full-page ad read: "Th1 
Almighty Dollar- under-buying it 
big quantities, under-selling the samt 
goods is what fills this store will 
eager buyers and makes this one oftht 
bigges t selling events ever conducte< 
in the city . 

" We are continually looking fo 
bigger, better bargains for our cus 
tomers and the quantity is never to< 
big for us to take if the price is right 
We have received this past wee! 
quantities of new fresh spring good: 
at prices never before made in thi: 
city." 

One of the featured items was ; 
g u;~r~nteed all-wool blue serge sui 
worn by a well-dressed gentleman 
The: suit was listed in all sizes and wa: 
selling for $6.29. 

Three cakes of laundry soap coulc 

historicGraniteLodgeofthe Masons. Nimocks , Lillie Hale 
be bought for 5 cents, men's silk hose 

Nelms and in black and Palm Beach were H 
He died in I942 and is buried at Oak- Alice Hale Masten . 
dale Cemetery. -;-~ S.£Q.!J. Banner, son of ~la_ncl!.? and 

Hale was married to Emma Coop- ~ard _?ann~r ~ recall s tl1 at h~ vts tted 
er. They had four sons, Cleve, James -quite often at his grandfather s store. 
D., Will B. and Scott Hale, and five "I remember they had a crack in the 
da ughters, Clara Hale Yokley, old furnace in the basement of the 
Blanche Hale Banner, Forrest Hale store," he said. " I was so small, they 

cent s a pair. One big lot of pillo\\ 
cases in standard cloth cost 9 cents 
Pearl buttons were going for 5 cent~ 
for two dozen. Ladies' slippers witt 
Spanish heels were on sale for $1.98 
These were displayed in the windo\\ 
and originally cost $3 to $3.50. 


