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JOHN B. SIMMONS
MAHALA JESSUP SIMMONS
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The Beginning

Mahala Jessup Simmons and her daughter, loda Simmons, travel by horse and buggy
to the Friends Mission in the Blue Ridge Mountain of Virginia. Mabhala invited a
Presbyterian minister to the foothills of Slate Mountain to preach.

The people built a brush harbor for a place to hold the services, wooden benches were
also made to sit on, the attendance was great. After a short time under the brush harbor,
the congregation moved across the road to the Joe Goins house (now the home of Victor

and Viola Burkhart).

John B. Simmons organized a Sunday School being Superintendent and song leader.
The crowd was so great that more room was needed for Sunday School and preaching
services. These meetings were held on Sunday afternoons. This was the first time for
most of the people to attend a Sunday School or go to public school. Joe Goins tore out
the west end of his house to meet the needs of the growing number of people who
attended. The first Revival was held by Rev. Joe Simmons. Many people accepted
Christ as their Savior and were baptized in Archer Creek.

HOME OF
VICTOR AND VIOLA BURKHART




On September 20, 1914, the congregation assembled and formed a
Presbytery for the purpose of organizing a Baptist Church. The Presby-
tery was composed of the following Ministers:

C.C. Haymore
J.W. Simmons
T.H. King
and Deacons:
J.M. Hill
John A. Martin
of the First Baptist Church of Mount Airy, North Carolina.
Rev. T.H. King was elected Prgsident and John A. Martin as Secretary.

The meeting was held with 35*'members present. Rev. J.W. Simmons

was elected Pasor and C.A. Simmons Church Clerk. The minutes are as
follows:
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JOINED PILOT MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION
August 3, 1915

Slate Mountain Baptist Church received membership in the Pilot Moun-
tain Association.

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ADMISSION

We your committee on church admission recommend that Slate Moun-
tain be admitted to membership in the Pilot Mountain Association and
commend them in their efforts to advance the cause of Christ to the
support and help of the pastors of this association.

A.L. McClendon
J.E. Patterson
R.F. Hamrick
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PASTORS

JOSEPH W. SIMMONS
1914-1917

He was born June 10, 1871 in Surry County, North Carolina. He married
Mary Alice Belton December 5, 1900. He was a stone cutter, specializing
in corner stones, working for Mount Airy Granite. In more than 30 years
of ministry, he pastored 28 churches. He died November 29, 1939.
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JIM O. BELTON
1917-1928

He was born May 10, 1879 in Surry County, North Carolina, the son of
William Henry and Mary Ann Griffith Belton. On December 24, 1902, he
married Mary Jane Shaw. He was a stone cutter and was the first
secretary of the union of stone cutters. He pastored churches in North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia for over 50 years. He died
February 26, 1956.




WALTER LEONARD JOHNSON
1929-1930

Walter Johnson was born March 4, 1885 in Surry County, North Carolina.
He married Montoria Magdeline Thompson November 19, 1905. The son
of James Anderson and Jemima Bowman Johnson, he was a minister

and farmer. He died January 2, 1934.
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GEOHGE A. TUCKER
1930-1942

George Tucker was born April 14, 1890. On March 10, 1908, he married
Regina Mae Jackson. He was ordained as minister in 1909 at Holly
Springs Baptist Church. During his 50 years of ministry, he pastored
Piney Grove, Highland Park, Little Mountain, Copeland, Hill Grove,
Mount Carmel, Salem, Rocky Knoll, Friendship, Olive Grove, and Red
Branch at Carthage, North Carolina. He helpedinorganizing 31 churches
and rebuilding several. He died February 23, 1973.
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HUBERT HAWKS
1943-1944

He was born July 18, 1903, the son of A.A. Hawks and Laura Hawks. He
married Pencie M. Hawks on June 15, 1926. Hubert was ordainedin 1940
at Calvary Baptist Church in Mount Airy, North Carolina. In his 25 years
of ministry, he pastored Paul's Creek, Fancy Gap, New Life, Indian
Grove, Stone Mountain, Rome, Pilot View, Crooked Oak, Pleason Grove
and Hurricane in Wise, Virginia. He died November, 1965.
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WILLIAM T. CRISSMAN
1944-1945

He was born January 10, 1874. He married Lille Wood of Siloam, North
Carolina. In his 25 years of ministry, he served Baptist Churches in Surry,
Yadkin, and Forsyth Counties. Hedied July 5, 1945 frominjuries received
when he was kicked by a horse shortly before noon the day before. He
was pastor of Friendship, New Bethel, and Slate Mountain at the time of

his death.
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TOM COOK
1945-1947

Tom Cook was born May 16, 1908 in Surry County, North Carolina. He
married Lena Mills on August 24, 1929. He was ordained as a minister
in 1947 by Slate Mountain Baptist Church. He helped organize Sunday
School at Albion Baptist Church July 9, 1939. While pastoring Slate
Mountain, he helped build the new church in 1946. During his time as
pastor from 1976-1983, he led in helping build new Sunday School
rooms and enlarging the sanctuary. Tom also pastored Woodbville,
Sulphur Springs, Salem, Stoney Ridge, Ried Island Springs, Oak Ridge,
and Green Mountain. He was supply pastor in other churches.
13
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JOSEPH WESLEY COOK
1948-1949

Josephwasborn December 15, 1914in Surry County, North Carolina, the
son of Dowell F. and Elizabeth Simmons Cook. He married Elsie Mae
Taylor on March 26, 1932. Olive Grove Baptist Church ordained Rev.
Cook on November 7, 1948. He attended Fruitland Bible Institute and
Southeastern Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, North Carolina. He
pastored Piney Grove, Little Mountain, Brown Mountain, Stoney Ridge,
and Woodyville. Rev. Joseph Wesley Cook died June 15, 1973.
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GROVER HIATT
1949-1952

He was born April 5, 1910. He was elected pastor of Slate Mountain on
May 29, 1949.
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CHARLES LINWOOD HARRIS
1952

In Halifax County, North Carolina, he was born September 27, 1872.
Charles married Minnie Elizabeth Apple on July 26, 1900. Mr. Harris
worked for Mayo Mills in Mayodan, North Carolina which later became
Washington Mills. He moved to Mount Airy, North Carolina when
Washington Mills moved their plant here in 1918. He died on August 7,
1956.




GEORGE A. TUCKER
August 2, 1953-February, 1959

See Page 10
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JOHN D. BOWMAN
April 1, 1959-April, 1961

He was born December21, 1926. He married Rada B. Noah July 7,1947.
John was ordained into the ministry in April, 1959 by Doe Run Baptist
Church. He pastored New Hope, Antioch, Fairview, Rockford, and
Rome. He is retired from Renfro Hosiery in Mount Airy, North Carolina.
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DAVID HILL
July 16, 1961-July 1, 1963

Born on July 7, 1906. David and Vallie Lou Slate were married May 24,
1928. He worked as a farmer. He was ordained as minister in 1952.
David pastored Mayo Mountain, Willis Gap, Dan River, and High Point

(twice). He helped organize Hills Grove Baptist Church and is a charter
member there.

19
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TEX LONG
October 6, 1964-September 1965

In Stokes County, North Carolina, he was born on December 3, 1938. He
married Peggy Long in December, 1959. In August, 1962, he was
ordained as a minister by Olive Grove Baptist Church. Rev. Long also
pastored Albion Baptist Church. Rev. Long and his wife worked as mis-
sionaries in Jamaica from September, 1971 until February, 1973.

20
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ROY E. CANFIELD
October 17, 1965-August 28, 1966

He was born on July 30, 1926n Grafton, West Virginia. Roy and Billie
Louise were married on June 4,1944. Mt. Zion Baptist Churchin Renfro
Valley, Kentucky ordained Rev. Canfield on August 25, 1957. Rev.
Canfield pastored the following churches:

Beverly Heights Baptist Evansville, Indiana

Coldiron Baptist Coldiron, Kentucky
Mount Zion Baptist Renfro Valley, Kentucky
Hilltop Baptist (twice) Hilltop, Kentucky

Welch Baptist Chapel Welch, West Virginia
Calvary Baptist Pioneer, Tennessee

Rov and his wife. Billie. live in Onedia. Tennessee.
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ROBERT LEE KIZER
December 4, 1966-August 22, 1971

He was born on September 19, 1909. He married Eloise M. Kizer on April
20, 1935. Robert was ordained as minister in 1938. During his ministry
he pastored Oscaola Baptist Church, Reidsville, North Carolina, Reid
Street Baptist, Thomasville, North Carolina, Pilot View Baptist, High
Point, North Carolina, and Fancy Gap and Copeland Baptist Churches,
Mount Airy, North Carolina. He died December 31, 1985.
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JOHN D. BOWMAN
October 1, 1972-March 11, 1973

See Page 18
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BURLIE E. NEWMAN
November 1973-August 1975

He was bornon November6, 1924 in Carroll County, Virginia. He married
Ima Celestia Combs on November 23, 1940. Burlie was ordainedinto the
ministry by Paul's Creek Baptist Church on March 12, 1967. During his
ministry, he pastored Slate Mountain, Paul's Creek, and Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church (twice). Rev. Newman died February 4, 1979.

24
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TOM COOK
January 1976-1983

See Page 13




ROBERT TAYLOR
February 1984-December 1985

He was born February 20, 1922. He was ordained by Baptist Temple
September 1945, During his ministry, he pastored Piney Grove, High
Point, N.C., Community Baptist, Greensboro, N.C., Cool Springs, Greys
Chapel N.C., Glenanna, Thomasville, N.C., Grape Vine and Center
Grove, Clemons, N.C., Maple Springs, Seagrove, N.C., Mill Creek,
Monroe, N.C., Pitts Church, Harrisburg, N.C., Waxhaw Baptist, Waxhaw,
N.C., Brims Grove, Pilot Mountain, N.C., and Victory, Thomasville, N.C.
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VERLON R. COMBS
June 15,1986 - plpvesnbes 7, A9

Verlon was born February 4, 1944 in Carroll County,
Hazel King were married on February 3, 1967. He jOi
Baptist Church on March 1 7,1967. He was ordained by his home church
on August 3, 1986. While there, he served as Sunday Schoolteacherand

Superintendent. He was supply pastor at Slate Mountain from February
until June until elected pastor June 15, 1986.

Virginia. He and
ned Paul's Creek

27
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Dewayne Sands
(no picture)

Pastor 2000-2002

Gray Kirkman
(no picture)

Pastor 2003-2007

28




SLATE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST CHURCH
1989




Chris McMillian was born on December 16, 1961, in Mount Airy, N. C. He and
Marilyn were married on February 2, 1980. He joined Slate Mountain Baptist
Church on July 25, 1982. Chris has served as Sunday School teacher, deacon,
and Sunday School superintendent before being ordained as a minister. He was
elected pastor on May 25, 2008. Chris and Marilyn have three children, Cody and
wife Jordan, Casey and fiancee Whittley, and Anna (not pictured.)

Seated left to right: Jordan, Marilyn, and Whittley
Standing left to right: Cody, Chris, and Casey

29
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YEAR PASTOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLERK TREASURER
SUPERINTENDENT

1914 Joe W. Simmons N. H. Sutphin Charllie Simmons W. H. Gorden

1915 1 ¥ = 5

1916 2 Ester " loda Simmons

1917 Jim Belton Earnest Estus John B. Simmons J.F. Vaughn

1918 3 ! =

1919 5 i =

1920 @ d ¥

1921 " J.F. Vaughn "

1922 = & 5 Malie Brim

1923 " g % 3

1924 “ Walter Cutter Charlie Simmons Vester Reynolds

1925 g 2 " V

1926 Charlie Simmons i 2

1927 z Vester Reynolds % J. S. Brim

1928 : % 7 J

1929 | Walter Johnson Walter Culler 4 Charlie Simmons

1930 George Tucker Walter Culler Charlie Simmons i

1931 = Charlie Simmons i 3

1932 ¥ Vester Reynolds i ™

1933 4 Madison Gammons " 7

1934 E # g Madison Gammons

1935 George Tucker Madison Gammons | Charlie Simmons |Madison Gammons

1936 \ » v 5
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

YEAR PASTOR SUPERINTENDENT CLERK TREASURER
1937 i 2 . -
1938 George Tucker Madison Gammons | Charlie Simmons | Charlie Simmons
1939 - N/R Otis Davis N/R
1940 i N/R Woodrow Culler N/R
1941 ; Rev. E.M. Culler . Reid Chilton
1942 v Romney Brim v “
1943 Hubert Hawks & Greg Dollyhite .
1944 W.T. Crissman i John P. Simmons 5
1945 Tom Cook % E "
1946 E 2 - s
1947 . i i -
1948 Wesley Cook Jim Culler 5 "
1949 Grover Hiatt Jim Morrison % z
1950 E i :
1951 4 & Dewitt C. Jones -
1952 C. L. Harris Jack Davis Reba Simmons 2
1953 George Tucker - . !
1954 - . " 2
1955 George Tucker Jack Davis Ralph Gammons Reid Chilton
1956 " . 4 -
1957 & i i o+
1958 . . " h
1959 | John D Bowman i & 2
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YEAR

PASTOR

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT

TREASURER

1960

Ralph Gammons

1961

David Hill

1962

David Hill

Ralph Gammons

Reid Chilton

1963

1964

Tex Long

1965

Roy Cranford

Arvid Simmons

1966

Robert E. Kizer

1967

1968

1969

1970

Bobby Lambert

1971

"

1972

John D Bowman

1973

Freddy Hayden

1974

Burlie Newman

Arvid Simmons

1975

1976

Tom Cook

Bobby Lambert

Mrs. Freddy Hayden

Arvid Simmons

1977

1978

Merle Lambert

1979

Robert Cox

1980

1981

1982

Bobby Lambert

1983

1984

Robert Taylor

1985

Carolyn Owens
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YEAR

PASTOR

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT

CLERK

TREASURER

1986

Verlon Combs

Chris McMillian

Carolyn Owens

Carolyn Owens

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

Verlon Combs

2000

Dewayne Sands

2001

2002

"

2003

Gray Kirkman

2004

2005

2006

Garry Brown

2007

2008

Chris McMillian

2009

Thomas Gallant
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
YEAR PASTOR SUPERINTENDENT CLERK TREASURER
2010 Chris McMillian Thomas Gallant Sheila Inman Sheila Inman
2011 " g B %
2012 it Gerald Lambert = ¥
2013 Y by % g
2014 v £ i %
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Stepping out on faith, we broke ground for a new Fellowship Building
on August 12, 2012, on a site located across the road from our church.

35
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The building was completed in July 2013, and a dedication service
was held on August 17, 2013. The Fellowship Building with its
large kitchen is used for Christmas plays, Bible study, Red Cross
Blood Drives, youth activities, and large gatherings such as family
reunions, showers, and receptions.




Deacons

Left to right

Thomas Gallant
Bobby Lambert
Wendell Radford
Garry Brown
James Gwyn
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Adult Sunday School Class

Bobby Lambert, Teacher; Pauline Martin, Ann Radford, Wendell Radford,
James Gwyn, Dorothy Gwyn, Mary Owens, Bob McHone, Jay Tilley,

Mary Tilley, Terry Newman, Lorne Milette, Tammy Milette, Carol McBride,
Richard McBride, Fred Myers, Beverly Myers, Evelyn Dollyhite, Joe Lankford,
Gatha Lankford, Franklin Dollyhite, Frances Dollyhite, Stacey Gallant, Patty
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Young Adult Sunday School Class
Teachers: Garry Brown and Greg Nichols
Front row: Mark Pennington, Melanie Pennington, Junior Dollyhite, and
Garry Brown
Second row: Greg Nichols and grandson Cohen, Marilyn McMillian and
Shannon Brown
Third row: Judy Moore, Earl Hiatt, and Shawn Woods

40




College and Career Sunday School Class

Front row: Teacher, Cody McMillian, Jordan McMillian
Back row: Casey McMillian, Whittley Bowman
Not pictured: Justin and Brittany Amos and Laken Edwards
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Junior Sunday School Class

Clockwise: Connor Nichols, Colburn Gwyn, Kendra Inman, Reta
Nichols, Teacher; Parker Brown, Brooksie Lawson, Kinston Nichols
and Shanda Lawson, Teacher

Not pictured: Tucker Brown and Savana Edwards
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Primary Sunday School Class

Front row: Kalie Holyfield, Alyssa Mitette, Riley Pennington,

and Chase Mitette Ly per?
Back row: Phyllis Newman and Sheila Inman
Not pictured: Tammy Lambert
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Pre-Primary Sunday School Class

Clockwise: Sarah Woods and Elijah Woods, Laken Edwards
Karsyn Pennington, Kaylen Pennington, and Eve Woods
Not pictured: Will Dunmon

44
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Congregation
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Baptist Women Bt
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Front row: L to R Pauline Martin, Mary Owens, Brenda Gallant, Da\ﬁéhomas, )
Gatha Lankford, and Evelyn Dollyhite
Back row: Marilyn McMillian, Shanda Lawson, Shirley Horton, Ann Radford,
Reta Nichols, and Mary Tilley
Not pictured: Sheila Inman, Angie Edwards, Bonnie Lambert, Brittany Amos,

and Tammy Millette }
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Slate Mountain Baptist Church has been and continues to be a vital force
in the lives of its members. It is comprised of a loving and loyal
congregation who take pride in the maintenance and improvement of their
church. The members are also dedicated to the spreading of the gospel and
to the support of the church, the pastor, and each other.

We maintain an average Sunday school attendance of approximately 55
to 60, with more than 100 attending the Sunday morning worship service.

Many changes and improvements have been made throughout the years.
In 2003 the sanctuary was remodeled with new oak wainscoting, oak pews,
communion table, carpet, and lighting. In 2006 improvements were made to
the library and a new piano was purchased. The basement fellowship area
was remodeled in 2008 with cabinets, countertops,and floor replaced. A new
refrigerator, stove, and microwave oven were also purchased at this time. In
2009 a back porch with a ramp was built for easier access into the building.
In 2010 we purchased tables and chairs which are now being used in our
new Fellowship Building that was completed in 2013. |

The WMU continues to be very active and sponsors worthwhile projects
such as participation in the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Ministry, Red Cross
Blood Drives, and assisting families by providing meals during times of
sickness and death. The Baptist Brotherhood holds monthly meetings and
does minor repairs and maintenance projects around the church. Our youth
group is also very active as participants in church plays, a youth choir, and
an annual Youth Sunday. On Wednesday nights the children and youth meet
in the Fellowship Building for Bible stories/study and activities.

Slate Mountain Baptist Church continues to carry out a ministry that lifts
up Jesus Christ through worship services and programs that meet the
spiritual needs of the community. The church seeks to spread the gospel
throughout the world through mission support and to faithfully serve our
Lord and Savior until He returns.
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Amos, Justin and Brittany
Bautista, David
Bautista, Luis
Bowman, Whittley

Brown, Garry, Shannon,
Tucker and Parker

Dollyhite, Evelyn

Dollyhite, Franklin, Frances,
and Junior

Dollyhite, Patty

Dunmon, Barry, Tina, Will,
and Leah

Edwards, Greg, Angie, Laken,
and Savana

Epperson, Richard, Deborah,
Nathan, Megan, & Sara Hill

Gallant, Larry
Gallant, Edward and Lois
Gallant, Stacey &ess’

oS
Gallant, Thomas and Brenda

Church Directory
168 Brenda Drive, Mt. Airy, NC
165 McBride Rd., Mt. Airy, NC
165 McBride Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

Simpson Mill Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

1033 Hughes Brown Rd., Stuart, VA

2015 Mt. Herman Ch. Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

2774 E. Pine St., Mt. Airy, NC

1255 Brim Rd., Mt. Airy, NC
1567 Dearmin Rd., Westfield, NC

1991 Old Hwy. 52 S, Pilot Mtn. NC

M b Aok R0iS
677 Homeplace Rd., Ararat, VA

155 Dunaway Lane, Pilot Mtn. NC
1631 Dearmin Rd., Westfield, NC
1669 Dearmin Rd., Westfield, NC

1622 Dearmin Rd., Westfield, NC
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609-870-6362

336-789-3065

276-694-2873

336-351-2740

336-789-8368

336-351-2674

336-351-6426

336-368-3550

336-755-0029
336-429-7880
336-351-3570
336-351-5725

336-351-3017







Gwyn, James and Dorothy
Harris, Janice

Holt, Eric
Savannah

Hord, Alan and Jane
Horton, Shirley

Inman, Dale, Sheila, and
Kendra

Johnson, Chris and Yvonne

Lambert, Bobby and Bonnie

Lambert, Gerald and Tammy

Lambert, Larry and Merle

Lankford, Joe and Gatha

Lawson, Shanda and Brooksie

Lessard, Jeff and Penny
Alexis Lalonde

Martin, Pauline

McBride, Richard and Carol
Kalie Holyfield /3 en,

/Madisen, Willow
McHone, Bob

‘p,;wfﬁdf. X704/

2 7030
179 McBride Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

165 McBride Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

1028 Bob Jessup Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

207 Warm Heart Lane, Mt. Airy, NC

1118 Kibler Valley Rd., Ararat, VA

371 Cain Rd., Mt. Airy, NC
131 Rocky Lane, Mt. Airy, NC
1225 Brim Rd., Mt. Airy, NC
115 Harley Davidson Way, Pilot Mtn. NC
2704/
168 Brenda Drive, Mt. Airy, NC
497030
5964 Claudville Hwy., Claudville, VA

999 Norman Rd., Mt. Airy, NC

2560 South Main St., Mt. Airy, NC '
ijcnnlq S

336-789-4194

336-351-4423

336-351-4838

276-251-5922

336-351-4151
336-755-3343
336—35 1-2417
336-351-2064
336-789-6154
276-251-5022
336-351-2394

276-266-1006 Je ££ s
276-266-0069

207 Warm Heart Lane, Mt. Airy, NC

2924 E. Pine St., Mt. Airy, NC 27030

693 Precinct Rd. Pilot Mtn., NC 277 o
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Jordan

350~ 3430
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336-351-2677
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McMillian, Chris, Marilyn,
Casey, and Anna

McMillian, Cody and Jordan

Milette, Lorne and Tammy
Alyssa and Chase Rupert

Moore, John and Wanda
Myers, Fred and Beverly
Newman, Terry and Phyllis

Amber Miller
Austin Connor

Nichols, Brad, Carrie, Connor,

Kinston and Cohen

Nichols, Greg, Reta, and
Justin

Owens, Mary

Pennington, Mark, Melanie,
Riley, Kaylen, and Karsyn

Radford, Wendell and Ann

Ratledge, Tyler, Kimmie, and
Annabelle

Steil, Christie

Thomas,-Derrick-and-Dawn

PAV(/I;S ¢T€rrl7 Nan/\aﬂ — 534_35/’ ,740273

WestHeld, N <

460 Radar Rd., Ararat, NC X ‘7007

Pinnacle, NC
Gréss7 CLreek R4

476 Gammons Rd., Stuart, VA
PO Box 183 Westfield, NC

141 Split Rail Lane
PO Box 768 Mt. Airy, NC

201 Norman Road, Mt. Airy, NC

- 127-Casseft-tane, - Mt-Airy, NC

/ H arle Lan<
12 Albe marle fan .
174 Luray Lane, Mt. Airy, NC

693 Precinct Rd., Pilot Mtn. NC

3692 East Pine St., Mt. Airy, NC

959 Unity Church Rd., Claudville, VA
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