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THI:. II IYit.::> 
Ia ao independent newapaper dedi. 
ca ted to the beat intereah of Surry 
C o unty and i ta forty thou.and peO• 

p ie. The TIMES believea in Mount 
A.iry aa the . Key City of the upper 
Piedm o nt in ita march of progreia. 

$1.50 A Year In Advance 

er ~emains Spectacular $50,000 Fire Razes . 
:~ili w~::~: Plant of Mount Airy Veneer Co. 
ads Turned Into 
ires as Snow Melts ; 
,d Highways Are 
)ama<!e d And Both 
\nd Throu~h Traf
'ets With Difficul-

; ARE HALTED 

I weather prophets rc
!Uandnr YI hardly dtaring 
Jne hour what the wea 
:.ions and temperatures 
next, for the thermorn 
danced up and down 

irregulat:ity throughout 
.\·eek , the mercury col-
e fifty one hour and 
zing the next. 
•ult has been terrible 
1 t.he roads a nd highways 
and surrounding coun 

ll demoralization of traf
.h local and through va
•d the breaking up of 
schedlules in prac ticall y 
Surry county schoo ls. 

eezing weather broke 
latter part of last week, 
:he snow and leaving un. 
~ods almost without excep
Jeri table quagmires. The 
how ever, w·as not limited 
1np aved rural road s, for 
na te thawing and freez
the foundations of the 

1d ta r su rfa ced highways 
nd condition, r esulting in 
ment breaking through in 
1ces. 

Blaze Starting In Drye r 
Makes Hu ge Bonfire Of 
Mount Airy Veneer Co.--· 
Entire Building Aflame 
Within A f ew Mome nts 
---Main P lant A Tota l 
Loss. 

PARTIALLY INSURED 

The Mount Airy Veneer com
pany plant was almost totally de
stroyed last night by fire which 
started in the dryer and spread 
throughout the powder-dfy veneer 

I 
and lumber stock so quickly that 
t he entire 200-fOot bu ild ing was 
aflame by the time fi re fighting 
equipment arrived. 

Damage was estimated at 
around $&0,000, although owners 
of the plant co uld not set an ac
curate figure until they deter
min ed whether or no t they would 
be able t o salvage an y of the 
heavy machi nery after the flames 
died down and the white hot metal 
walls of the buildling had had 
time to coo l. The loss was partly 
covered by insurance. 

The large !lithe at the lower 
en d of the bui lding which was 
valu ed at around $8, 000 may be· 
saved, it was thought, as that end 
of t he building was the last to 
catch and a steady stream of wat
er was p'oured into it. 

The dryer, a 50-fo ot machine 
reported to have been installed a t 
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dghways suffering most 
were those between Mt. 

J E lkin, Mount Airy and 
d and between Pi lot 
n ~ndl King on the \Vins
m highway. All of these 
ave cracked up so bad ly 
certain places the y have 
dangerous for normal 

riving. . Highway a uthori
lv this-.w.eek .were is;;piQg 
·s and -have been working 
e to effect repairs. 

a cost of aroun d. · $15,000 and 
which · was in the center of · the 
building, was a total loss and the 
grin ding machin e, another piece of 
heavy machin ery far in 'the inter- 
ior of t he burning plant; was· a 

·, , .:_ 

deep mud on the tha wing 
bus routes has left them 
impassable at places f or 

.\·y vehicles that carry the 
1 to and from school, and 
: ry rural schools have lost 

days of work. All schools 
·cported in operation the 
ay or two except. White 
and Westfield, both of 

are for ced to operate · their 
lVer extremely ba d roads. 
!c the school buses were 

difficu lt ies over the cou n
ads, the heavy t r affic over 
ain highways wa s meeting 
~rea ter diffic ulties, and au 
es were halting certain 
o f traffic altoge ther. Th e 
ound bus lines hav e been 
I to call off all service 
~h Virgfnia toward Blue-
and other northe1'n points, 

lcal officers of th e company 
I yesterday that , they were 
:.a ini ng thei r services south-

out of Mount Airy. The 
highway department issued 

, .. r .. .... . " P-o l ..-.i ..,.M \Vprl ne~day 

Despite fee t and frost- bi tfen fingen1 newa 
photographer.a continue to plow through to pi cturo enov.:.s and bltzza:d 6 
which ha"e gripped th<' nati on. Top, is a Nebrnskn aceno n..a great -ro tary 
snow plows battle t~ open roi l tranaportat ion linea. ~ower lef t, "tho Nl(~ion.n l 
~itol when Wnshmg ton wa.a buned und er a 14 tnch snowfall in -nboul 
12 hours. Lower r ight, n vi <>w of New York skyline t~rough tho lce·toated 
r i£gimas o f a fi shtni' boat. \Yh1ch dr~;~i'ied ltRlf into ,l)ort-

Mount Airy Man 
Cites Error In 

Historical Note 
T . B. McCargo, J r., Who 

Serve d In World War 
Days, Cites Record To 
Show Error In Syndicated 
Article On State History. 

INTERESTING FACTS 

Co rrect in g an enor that ca me 
to not.i cf' in a syndicated historical 
article on :\'onh Carolina, which 
was published in the Twin City 
Sentinel on Thursday of last week , 
Attorne y T. B. McCargo, J r., well 
known ~:!aunt Airy man , bri ngs 
to light a bit of interesting in
formation on the cost of gathering 
World War soldiers in North Car
ol ina in thr t rying day-s of 191 7 

Federal-Income 
Tax Returns Due 

Deputy Collector To Be At 
Blue Ridge Hotel Monday 
To Aid T axpayers In fil
ing Returns for 1935. 

S. T. Atkinson, of Elkin , fe d
eral deputy collector of internal 
revenue for this district, will he 
at the Blue Ridge hotel Monday, 
February 24, to aidl taxpayers in 
filing returns for the year 1935, 
it w.as anno unced this week. 

TI1 e returns are due before 
March 15 and if not made by that 
time the delinquents are liable 
fa t· penalti es or pcssible prosecu
t ion . No charge is made for the 
aid renCiered in filling out t.he 
blanks . 

All persons who have a net in
come of $1 ,000 or a gross inco m e 
of $5,000 if single or not living 
with husband or wife, are r equired 
to file returns. All marded per-

loss, as well as t he stock of fin- - · . 1 

ishcd veneer and raw material· in-1 · 
side the bu ilding. · 

The boiler room and the office, 
som e dista nce away fr om the ma in . 
f actory, were not damaged. __ .... •, 

T he · con flagratio n started · .... ~ 
about 7 p. m., the night watchnian 
stated . H e said th at he finished 
his round at abou t 6 :50 p. in. ana 
went into the boiler room. When 
he ca me otit several minutes later 
flames were pouring out of the 
wind o·ws in the center of the 
building and by the time he had 
r un to the office and t urncdl in 
t he alarm the buil ding was a roar-
ing bon fire. 

When the fire department ar
rived the flam es hnd already 
spread to both ends of the plant 
and the heat prevented f iremen 
from approaching within a hun
dred yards of the buil d ing on the 
upper side. The m etal sides and 
roof of the building were white 
hot with in a few minutes an cL the 
ho se streams had little effect on 
the blaze. Most of the water was 
concentrated on the lower end 
near the boiler room in · an e ff ort 
to keep part of. th e machinery 
cool . 
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