
A-8 GROOM INDEX TO MARRIAGES - ~uRRY COUNTY, NC .. - DATES: 1900 T iiR U 1998 F 

--------·-----~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -~----DATE Of AP AP 
MARRIAGE GROOM BRIDE SOOK/PAGE -------------------------------------------------·-------------·---------------------------------·---------------------------
03 05 1960 SEAM HAROLD LEE HELEN WILLYS SNOW 3 1 94 

10 1 5 1994 3EAMAN ANDREW JAMES CHRISTY RE NEE SWAIM 91 23 

06 OS 192 6 SEAMAN CECIL w 0 THEU1A VIRGINIA CREED 3 197 

~9 18 193 7 BEAMER ADAM TINY HEMMINGS 57 37 

06 02 1 956 BEAM ER ARTHUR F PATRICIA GORDON 3 195 

03 08 1977 BEAMER BRYAN ALLEN CAROLYN DENISE COLLINS 74 21 

/ 01 04 1920 BEAMER c WARREN KETT IE STEELE 3 196 

06 05 1926 BEAMER CECIL w 0 THELMA VIRGINIA CREED 3 197 

/ 01 15 1917 BEAMER CHAR LEY VIC IE STANLY 3 198 

/ 09 08 1907 8 EAM ER CLAUD A DA CAUDLE 3 199 

/i2 18 191 0 BEAM ER CLAUD NELLIE MILLER 3 200 

./01 01 197 3 BEAMER CURTIS R LAVIS JACKSON ALLRED 70 29 

11 20 1 91 4 BEAMER 0 c MATTIE v MONDAY 3 201 

04 26 1992 BEAMER DANNY RAY CONNI~ ANN KELLY 89 17 

07 07 1979 BEAMER DARYL EVAN OZA~,A DIANNA SKIPPER 76 29 

09 1 5 199 0 aEAMER DARYL EVAN SR AGNES CHARLENE REEVES 87 31 
l 

~4 ....._ 
04 1926 ED ANNIE HODGE 3 202 8 EAM ER 

v69 23 195 5 BEAMER EDWIN PHILLIP HESTER HENDERSON LEE 3 203 



PAGE 1 02 G~OOM INDEX TO MARRIAGES - SURRY COUNTY, NC. - DATES: 1900 THRU 1998 A-B ---------------------·------------------------·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ._ __ 
DATE OF 
:1ARRIAGE ~ROOM 

A? AP 
i3RID~ BOOK/PAGE 

--------------- ·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------~-
1 1 29 1 91 7 E~AMER FRED PEARL MOORE 3 204 

07 11 1981 EEAM E?. FREDERICK WILLIAM CHARLOTTE COCKERHAM 78 28 
JR 

02 28 1943 BEAM ER GARNETT MITCHELL FRANCES JOSEPHINE COLLINS 3 205 

!)6 03 1 953 SEAM E~ GEORGE H PEGGY ANN l.iJHITAKER 3 206 -----
3 2-;J e 8 1 955 EEAM ER GRADY LOLENE BRANDON 

-! 11 11 1943 SEAM ER H E SALLIE NICHOLS 3 203 

J 12 10 1902 SEAM ER J K MITTIE A BRYANT 3 209 

Jo4 05 1936 BEAM ER J L DOLLY DA!.JSON 3 210 

01 18 1957 SEAM ER JACK A MARY VANC:: 3 211 

03 04 1966 BEAM ER JACK ADAM VETI~A THOMAS 63 27 

03 31 1 972 BE .\M ER JACK ADAM DIANN MARIE. FREEMAN 69 27 

/ 
'-- 03 01 1947 SEAM ER J .\CK c ETHEL JUNE GOAD 3 212 

v 12 07 1929 E::AM ER J ACOa J 213 

~~ !15-1 £Ali_ER JAMES EARNEST MELBA JOAN HOWELL 3 2 4 - -

07 06 1 992 BEAM ER JAMES STEPHEN PEGGY LEIGH SMITH 89 18 

1 a 10 1975 EEA?'IER JEFFERSON HOWARD SANDRj\/ G~Y COCKERHAM 72 31 

1 0 20 1984 BEAM ER JERRY ALAN MARY JEAN MARSHALL 31 24 

1 2 26 1 981 EEAMrn JOE DAVID LILLY A~N SCOTT 78 29 



A-B GROOM INDEX TO MARRIAGES - SURRY COUNTY, NC. - DATES: 1900 THRU 1998 PAGE 103 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---- - -- - -------------DATE Of 
MARRIAGE GROOM 

AP AP 
BRI OE BOOK/PAGE 

--------------------------------------------------------------------~------------------------------------------------------------~--
v11 26 1916 BEAMER 

~ 2 11 1926 aEAMER 

06 23 1979 BEAMER 

~2 30 1915 SEAMER 

10 29 1976 BEAMER 

04 04 1987 BEAMER 

~ 2 0 7 1 91 3 8 EAM ER 

09 25 1909 SEAMER 

~12 07 1913 BEAMER 

01 29 1955 BEAMER 

09 08 195 7 SEAMER 

/ca 10 1958 BEAMER 

09 30 1911 aEAMER 

/ 02 27 1900 BEAMER 

Joa 20 1927 BEAMER 

12 19 195 9 SEAMER 

06 02 1973 BEAMER 

1 2 0 3 1 9 8 5 8 E AM ER 

JOHN 

JOHN 

JOHNNY RAY 

L W 

LARRY DEE 

LARRY DUANE 

M LUTHER 

M S 

R C 

ROBERT 

ROBERT ROSS 

RONALD CHARLES 

S M 

SAM 

SWANSON 

TERRY HAMPTON 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER 

LOTTIE BEAMER 3 215 
.---. -------

MARY HILL 3 216 

SUSAN ANN LAWSON 76 30 

J ENiHE JONES 3 217 

PATRICIA LYNN BOBBITT 73 28 

VIOLA JANELLE WILDE 84 28 

MARY NAIL 3 213 

DOLLY PHILLIPS 58 59 

ANNIE JOHNSON 3 219 

FRANCES EDWARDS 3 220 

SHELSY JEAN PHILLIPS 3 221 

NANCY LOUISE COLLINS 3 222 

RUTH NEAL 3 223 

JUL IA JONES 3 224 

LUCY CREASY / 3 225 

LOUISE BEASLEY 3 226 

HILDA RUTH HOLDER 70 30 

KATHY MARLENE UNDERWOOD 32 30 



PAGE 1 04 GROOM INDEX TO MARRIAGES - SURRY COU~TY1 NC. - DATES: 1900 THRU 1998 A-B 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DATE OF 
MARRIAGE GROOM 

AP AP 
3RIDE BOOK/PAGE 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------·---------------------
03 11 1990 BEAMER WILLIAM ALEXANDER PATRICIA DIANE DAVIS 37 32 

06 23 1956 BEAMER WILLIAM FREDRICK GAYE HAZEL BROWN 3 229 

06 18 1947 SEAMER W IL LI AM M A Y NA R 0 CHRIST IN E IJ EB9 3 223 

12 24 1904 BEAMER WILLIE NANNIE MILLER 3 2.27 

1 2 01 1 979 BEAMER WILLIE MARTIN SARAH ANNETTE TILLEY 76 27 

/o 9 07 1919 BEAMER wri c LULA A!'13U~N 230 

) 06 09 1951 BEAMER 'JOO DROW MARY ~UTH SURRATT 3 231 

03 01 1945 EEAMON W-ESLEY PANSY KEY 3 232 

07 OS 1 924 BEAN ARNOLD BESSIE BAKER 3 233 

OS 15 1955 EEAN CHESTER L MARY JUANITA GWYN 57 36 

02 13 1990 BEAN DAVID EUGENE LISA JUNE NORMAN 87 33 

06 04 1 926 BEAN ESL IE ELLEN BAKER 3 234 

03 30 1985 BEAN GARY EUGENE TER~SA DAWN COLLINS 32 31 

02 23 1955 BEAN WILSON LULA WILMOTH 3 235 

02 091963 BEANE DONALD GREY SARAH LOU GJLDING 65 33 

08 10 1980 EEANE HAROLD STEVEN CYNTHIA DIANNE PHILLIPS 77 22 

06 13 1977 EEANE JOHN MICHAEL SYLVIA ARLENE BENTON 74 22 

03 10 1963 EEANE JOSEPH EUGENE GENEVA HA~KS SNOW 60 27 
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bound unto /()C'Y c ..... c"-) -<_c . r .' ; ;·h -t<c. "x.· ). Esquire, Governor o~· · chie( 
Magistrate of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the just and ·fuil 8u~i'.ht dne . 

' ' "' " , ';, l I 

hundred and fifty dollars, to be paid to the said Governor for the time l1'1~g~ --~d 

~is succ~11sors, for the use of the Commonwealth ; for the payment ~b.~r4t·'"el.1 
and truly to be made, we hind ourselves, our heirs, executors, ond adrninist~fo"8, 

. ':. 

jointly. and severally, firmly uy these presents. Witness our hands ~h.d se~t.:trus 
/ 4j~;'i <lay of ;C._ c'- '-~ e / L £ . .,_ - ~~ }83 r;.,_· '{> .. 

/ : -i'b; 
~be ei onlJf tlon of tf.Jt nbobt obU.naUon f~ 1utb. That wbeRu a 

marri:lge is shortly intcnilecl to be had and solemnized hetween the abov.e'.~ound 
/'"/ . - ' ( -! - ,_, . "') .: ;() J , ,, ,,.. p-_..., • ·:~ . 

i"- - ~ -.::: " ,_ ... '/ ...... c . ; ,__ ... ----- and '. L ~ - ('. / 1L--· L) ·'l_a ~~g. > 
. . J :/..' 

of the County of .&: C~<'/Od7-unow, if there be no lawful cause to ob~tfti'ti the 
l '~. ; . . 

said marriage, then this oh1igation is to be void, otherwise to remain in follforce 

and virtue 

Srakd and ddioercd in~ 
\~ 

1111 prn~nrf of. 
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1st 

T F BEAMER (b.1899) 

Ancestors of Terry Fulton BEAMER 
2nd 3rd 4th 

~:Rjd;;'.dBl~S~t~ht(b.';J;0)========~6~th~==============Ztb====~ 

-{

Jacob BEAMER (b.1813) [ Henry BEAMER (b.1775) -- S Richard BEAMER (b.1750) 7th 

Pete R. BEAMER (b.1860) Nancy 
R CUNNINGHAM (b.1823) --{William CUNNINGHAM 

Martha BL.AIR 

KittieTMCMICKLE (b.1877) -

Joh 

I SS MCMICKLE (b.1779) [ John MCMICKLE 

n J MCMICKLE (b.1815)- _J Martha L Ma P { Gideon WOODRUFF (b.1764) --f Moses WOODRUFF (b.1734) 
ry WOODRUFF (b.1779) L Phebe MARSH 

Prudence PHilllPS [ Adner PHilllPS 
Elizabeth 

ArlDrose I Samuel JOHNSON (b.1757) ~Jeffery JOHNSON 

{ 

JOHNSON (b.1792) --i - - L Rachel WALKER 

Mary H. P JOHNSON (b.181
5

) - l Mary HAMON (b.1762) [ Ambros HAMON Ann 

L ( Lu I Shadrach FRANKL.IN (b.1769) -[ Bernard FRANKL.IN (b.1731) 
cy) FRANKLIN (b.1793) -1 M S. P CLEVELAND (b.1753) 

L Judith TALIAFERRO (b.1762) -{ John TALIAFERRO D (b.1733) 
Mary HARDIN (b.1733) 

El""ah THOM l Joseph THOMPSON (b.1767) _J Joseph THOMPSON (b.1744) 

I 
IJ PSON (b.1792) L L I HENDERSON (b.1747) 

I ~ C F THOMPSON (b.1826) - Sarah CATE (b.1768) [ Charles CATE 
L I ~-~ 

Mary J THOMPSON (b.1854) - M C p FRANKLIN (b.1797) ---[ F (b.1769) (*Aready Printed*) 
T (b.1762) (*Aready Prilted*) 

J ~ David COCKERHAM (b 1763) i John COCKERHAM 
M COCKERHAM (b.1807) --1 • -i_ candance I 

I / 
L / 

Mary A COCKERHAM (b.1833) -

I 
'- Mary Ann BURCH (b.1765) --{ John BURCH Jr 

Charity WOODSON 

M i Aaron MARSHALL (b.1780) _J Edward MARSHALL Sr. 

ary SP MARSHALL (b.1810) L L Elizabeth 

TWELBORN (b.1782) I Edward WELBOURN 
-Mary 



\ 

Subj: Beamer 
Date: 10/3/01 9:12:49 PM Eastern Daylight Time 
From: sjacobs@smart.net (Syl\1a Jacobs) 
Reply-to: sjacobs@smart.net (Syl\1a Jacobs) 
To: Wjhiatt@aol.com 

Hi, Wilma: 

Thanks very much for sending me the info on the Beamer cemeteries, it was so thoughtful of you to remember my 
request. 

Sorry it has taken me so long to respond but I've been very busy with my job, trying to sell my house and find another 
one. 

In response to your question, I don't know for sure that Frost Beamer and his wife are buried in a family cemetery but 
assumed so (you know where assumptions lead you!) Anyway, Frost Beamer is listed on the Mortality Schedule for the year 
ending June 1, 1880, Stuarts Creek Township, Surry County, NC. He was in family number 32 and died in April 1880. I know 
his wife Mary died sometime pre\1ously, after 1860 but before 1870 (I think), although I don't have the pertinent notes handy to 
check. 

Frost Beamer's father was Henry Beamer, whose will was dated 18 Feb 1856. Henry Beamer's children were Phillip, 
Reubin, Elizabeth (married Thomas Cave), John, Jacob, Frost, Andrew, Matilida (married Harden Norman), Martha ? (married 
Alford?), Saney? (married Da\4d Cockerham) and Sarah Snow. 

Frost Beamer's children were Adams Jefferson (buried at Zion Hill Primitive Baptist Church, if I remember correctly or 
Imogene Church), Caroline (married a Shaw), Mary (married Reubin Golding, my great-grandfather), Rachel (married a Hill), 
Julina (married a Mccraw) and Nancy (married a Mccraw). Frost also had another child, Elizabeth, by his second marriage to 
Eliza. 

I was especially interested in the Adam Beamer mentioned in the Beamer Family Cemetery on Race Track Road, since / 
Frost had a son named Adam. When was the write-up written? I believe Adam died in the early 1900s but can't find the exact 
date right now. 

If you come across anything else on these Beamers, please let me know. Thanks again for your help, I really appreciate 
it. 

Syl\1a 

/ 
<!DOClYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"> 
<HEAD> 
<META content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" http-equiv=Content-Type> 
<META content="MSHTML 5.00.2919.6307" name=GENERATOR> 
<SlYLE></SlYLE> 
</HEAD> 

<DIV>Hi, Wilma:</DIV> 
<DIV>&nbsp;</DIV> 
<DIV>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; Thanks very 
much for sending me the info on the Beamer cemeteries, it was so thoughtful of 
you to remember my request. </DIV> 
<DIV>&nbsp; </DIV> 
<DIV>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; Sorry it has 
taken me so long to respond but I've been very busy with my job, trying to sell 
my house and find another one. </DIV> 
<DIV>&nbsp;</DIV> 
<DIV>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; In response 
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Lowell Blackburn 
STATE ROAD - Mr. Lowell Martin Blackburn, 75, passed away Thursday, May 7, 2015, at Hugh Chatham Memorial 
Hospital. Mr. Blackburn was born Sept. 16, 1939, in Wilkes County to Nathaniel and Hallie Darnell Blackburn. Mr. 
Blackburn retired from Sprint Telephone and was a member of Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church. In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his sisters, Pansy Macemore, Verlie Cheek and Peggy Blackburn; brothers, Pete 
Blackburn, Harvey Blackburn and Ivory Blackburn. Survivors include his wife, Sue Blackburn of the home; sons, Michael 
Blackburn and wife Lynn of State Road and Darryl Blackburn and wife Cheryl of State Road; daughter, Sonya Jones and 
husband Greg of State Road; sister, Alene Mathis and husband Edgar of Elkin; grandchildren, Ryan Blackburn and wife 
Emily, Eric Blackburn, Hannah Jones, Dalton Blackburn, Emily Jones and Cortney Blackburn. Funeral services will be 
held Monday, May 11, 2015, at 3 p.m. at Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church with Pastor Mitch Smith and the Rev. Jason 
Lawson officiating. Burial will follow in the church cemetery. The family will receive friends from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the 
church. Flowers will be accepted, or memorials may be made to Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, 1997 Pleasant Ridge 
Road, State Road, NC 28676. Online condolences may be made to www.elkinfuneralservice.com. Services entrusted to 
Elkin Funeral Service. 

Funeral Home 
ELKIN FUNERAL SERVICE - ELKIN 
560 NC HIGHWAY 268 W Elkin, NC 28621 
(336) 526-4460 

Published in The Tribune from May 9 to May 10, 2015 
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/ .Wednesday September 19, 2007= 

Longtime city mayor 
TOM JOYCE 
STAFF REl'oRTER 

As the longest-serving may­
or in Mount Airy 's history, 
W.M. "Maynard" Beamer's life 
truly defined what it meant to 
be a public servant, former as­
sociates said Tuesday. 

Beamer, 88, died late Mon­
day night at Northern Hospital 
of Surry County after battling 
numerous health problems . 

He had stepped down as a 
North Ward commissioner in 
2003, citing recent open-heart 
surgery and vision difficulties, 
after a 40-year career in city 
government. 

"I've got a tremendous 
amount of respect for the con­
tribution he made to the city of 
Mount Airy," said current May-

or Jack Loftis. '"He certainly set 
a standard that is very difficult 
for anybody to emulate ." 

A memorial service for the 
longtime city official is sched­
uled for 3 p.m. Thursday at 
First Baptist Church . where he 
was an active member. Visita­
tion will be held at the church 
for one hour before the service. 

The Municipal Building on 
South Main Street, the city library 
on Rockford Street, two fire sta­
tions, water and sewer plants, and 
two industrial parks are among the 
physical examples of Beamer's 
legacy in the city. 

Perhaps even more signifi­
cant are the personal qualities 
Beamer exemplified that helped 
bring these and other projects to 
fruition , present and former of­
ficials said. 

"We've lost a true public ser­
vant," said At-Large Commis­
sioner Mike King, who worked 
with Beamer. "I mean, he gave 
it his all ." 

Beamer, a lifelong resident 
of Mount Airy. became in­
volved in city government in 
1958 , first as a commissioner. 
He became mayor on July I , 
1969 , and served in that capaci­
ty for the next 24 years , fol­
lowed by more service as a 
councilman before opting not to 
seek re-election in 2003. Pre­
sent North Ward commissioner 
Swanson Richards then ran un­
opposed for hi s seat. William Maynard Beamer 

King pointed out that 
Beamer's honesty, profes­
sionalism, work ethic and 
fairness to people helped 
guide the city through many 

Beamer dies 
challenging times / 
. ,,"H~ promoted it.and he lived 
It, K1,ng ad~ed of the fonner 
may?r s dedication to pub!" 
se.rv1ce . "Even before I serv:~ 
with him, I looked up to him ,, 

Cai1111g Beamer " · 

mg vice president of ad . . 
trat" mims-

1on, secretary and treas 
controller, and director. urer, 

In a 2003 interview Beamer 
=~p~ssed pride at the 'tact that 
in t ~ Pr?Jects developed dur-

gentlcn1an,. K . . a perfect 
· . ' mg said, "I think 

his leadership spills , 
years ... across the 

Beamer was also 
bcr d T remem-

c uesday for h. r· . ex · is 111anc1al 
pertise . lt took root at Nat · 

al B · 10n-us111ess College . 
R~anoke, Va., where h 111 
ceived d . e re­

. . a . egree 111 business ad­
mmistratJOn in I 940. 

Also a former member of the 

B
U.S. Navy during World War II 

earner · · • 
• M. J0111ed Qualit 

ills/Cross Creek A .Y 
Mount A · pparel m 
fi 5 iry'. where he served 
or 5 years 111 positions includ-

g his time as mayor c 
a~ou~ without a property a~: 
hike 111 24 years In fact th . w bl · , e city 

as a e to generate a si nifi-
c~!Hbudget surplus in that ~me 

e was a good · tive • conserva-
mayor for the most part ,, 

recalled fonner South u1 , 
Co · · vvard 

mmiss1oner Charles Low 
92, who served for 24 ry, 
the council with Beamyeera~s on 
1963 t 198 1rom 
still ha~ 7. At that point, "we 
h . a whole lot of mone ,, 
bed said, noting that the cit~;s 
$r6:11~~~Jus then was about 

BE4Ml:'D - - - --



BEAMER: 
Continued from page 1A 

Lowry said he also appreci­
ated Maynard Beamer for more 
than just his governmental abil­
ities : "He was my best friend ." 
He remembered seeing Beamer 
earlier this summer at the fu­
neral of Lowry's son Frank, 
also a former city commission­
er, and hardly recognizing him 
because he had Jost so much 
weight from his illnesses. 

"He was a true public ser­
vant," she said. "His heart was 
in it." 

And she said she appreciates 
the fact that in the years follow­
ing their sometimes-bitter polit­
ical clashes, "we got to be pret­
ty good buddies." 

Commissioner King remc.:m­
bers that even if Beamer dis­
agreed with the stand someone 
took on an issue, he still had a 
way of projecting respect for 
their position. 

"I differed with him on a 
couple of things, but he would 
listen," King said . 

Mayor Loftis said that 
Beamer set a great example for 
him to follow in the city's top 

. governmental post. 

Beamer's qualities as a lis­
tener, and also a peacemaker, 
helped defuse many a tense sit­
uation over the years, former 
associates said . 

"He brought a cohesiveness 

, 

"Maynard 

"Maynard was 
just a level-headed, 
common-sense indi­
vidual who always 
tried to look at both 

to a board that 
got things done 
even though 
there were dif­
ferences of opin­
ion," Loftis said . 
"And progress 
was continually 
being made." 

Loftis said 

was just a level­
headed, com­
mon-sense indi­
vidual who al­
ways tried to 
look at both 
sides of a situa­
tion and do what 
he thought was 
right for the cili ­
zens of Mount 
Airy." Loftis 
said. " He just set 
a standard that I 
look up to ." 

sides of a situation that city govem-

and do What he 
ment is trying to 
help the former 

thought was right mayor's fami.ly 
get through its 

"Hi!> role in 
government here 
was certainly a 
sacrifice of time 
and energy," 
Lotfo added . "If 

for the citizens of period of grief 

M A 
. ,, and that Beam-

ount zry er's service to 

M J k Lotti the community 
ayor ac 5 will be recog-

there has ever been a dedicated 
servant thar was interested in 
rhe well-being of Mount Airy.jt 
is Maynard Beamer." / 

Even a former political op­
ponent of Beamer's had kind 
word!> to !>J)' Tuesday about his 
L0 0111nhu11ons . 

'"Although we had some dis­
agrccmcnrs from time to time, 
Maynard wa~ a good friend and 
a great teacher for me," said 
Emily Taylor. a former com­
missioner during Beamer's 
tenure who also won two may­
oral elections against him. 

nized officially 
in some way by 

the Board of Commissioners . 
But the present mayor won­

dered Tuesday whether that 
will be inadequate considering 
all Beamer gave, which also in­
cluded years of service to local 
veterans and scouting organiza­
tions. 

"How we can adequately ex­
press appreciation for all the 
contributions he made is going 
to be very, very difficult," he 
said . 

Contact Tom Joyce at 
tjoyce@mtairynews.com, or at 

719-1924. 
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OODY 
F U N E R A L SERV I CES 

William Maynard Beamer September 17, 2007 

Mr. William Maynard Beamer passed away Monday September 17. He was born in Mt. Airy October 9, 
1918 to Dorsey Cullen Beamer and Martha Victoria (Mattie) Beamer. Mr. Beamer is survived by His wife 
of sixty years Christine Webb Beamer, a son William M. Beamer, Jr. and wife Caroline Beamer, two 
daughters, Judy Beamer Smith and her husband, Tom Smith, and Betsy Beamer Reeves and her 
husband, Paul Reeves. Mr. Beamer is also survived by his grandchildren, Nicholas Reeves, Christine 
Beamer, Alec Reeves, Stephen Smith, Meredith Smith and Ike Reeves. Mr. Beamer is also survived by 
brothers, Dorcey C. Beamer, Jr., Richard A. Beamer, and Bobby Beamer and sisters, Mary Nell Wynne 
and Ann Adams and numerous nieces and nephews. Mr. Beamer was a graduate of Mount Airy High 
School and National Business College. He served in the US Navy during World War II. He was a retired 
executive with Quality Mills/Cross Creek Apparel. He served the City of Mount Airy as City Commissioner 
for sixteen years and as Mayor for twenty four years. He was a member of the First Baptist Church. He 
was a former Scout and Scoutmaster. Mr. Beamer was a member of the American Legion for sixty years 
and served as commander of the Mount Airy American Legion Post. He served in numerous other civic 
and government capacities. Visitation will be at the First Baptist Church from 2:00 to 3:00 PM Thursday 
September 20, 2007 with a memorial service to follow at First Baptist Church at 3:00 PM. The service 
will be conducted by Dr. Roger Gilbert. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the First Baptist 
Church, Mount Airy Public Library or the Boy Scouts of America. Moody Funeral Services is assisting the 
Beamer family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.moodyfuneralservices.com 

/ 
/ 

http://www.moodyfuneralserVices.com/print. php ?op=print&id= 1003 9123107 
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319 N. Renfro St. 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 

Editorial 
Former mayor shows one person 

can make a difference 
Few people in this lifetime are fortunate enough to leave behind 

a living legacy. Former Mount Airy W.M. "Mayna:d". ~earner, who 
was the city's longest serving mayor, was such an md1v1dual. 

From the countless scores of family, friends and colleagues. who 
mourned him this week at his funeral service at First Baptist 
Church, following his death Monday night, to the hundreds who 
read his news obituary in our newspaper's online edition, Beamer 
was remembered as a devoted public servant who placed the good 
of the community over the special interests of the few. 

"I've got a tremendous amount 
of respect for the contribution he 
made to the city of Mount Airy," 
Mayor Jack Loftis said. "He cer­
tainly set a standard that is very 
difficult for anybody to emulate." 

"We've lost a true public ser­
vant," said Commissioner Mike 
King, "I mean, he gave it his 
all." 

Beamer, 88, resigned as a city 
commissioner in 2003, complet­
ing a local political career that 
spanned 40 years, beginning 
during the Eisenhower adminis­
tration when he was first elected 
to the town board. Before the 
end of the decade, he would be 
elected mayor, serving as the 
city's top elected official for the William Maynard Beamer 
next 24 years. . . 

Beamer will perhaps be best remembered for a long list of capi­
tal projects he spearheaded while mayor and city commissi,oner, 
including a municipal building, a new library, two fire stations, wa­
ter and sewer plants and two business parks. 

But Beamer will be recalled for more than just brick and mortar. 
Friends and colleagues noted his honesty, professionalism, strong 
work ethic and genuine fairness that extended to all population 
groups in the 'City. 

Known as a strong fiscal conservative, Beamer drew on his 
business background to help him keep a tight rein on the city budg­
et. Working 55 years in a variety 0f positions at Quality 
Mills/Cross Creek Apparel, including vice president of administra­
tion, secretary and treasurer, controller, and director, provided 
Beamer with an unparalleled knowledge of fiscal accountability -
something that he consistently applied in his role as the city's chief 
executive officer. 

It's important to note that all of the major capital projects ac­
complished during Beamer's administration were done without a 
property fax increase. In fact, the city even managed to generate a 
budget surplus in the millions of dollars. 

"Maynard was just a level-headed, common-sense individual 
who always tried to look at both sides of a situation and do what he 
thought was right for the citizens of Mount Airy," Loftis recalled. 
"He just set a standard that I look up to." 

Even those who took issue with Beamer and ran against him had 
kind words this week for the former mayor. 

"Although we had some disagreements from time to time, May­
nard was a good friend and a great teacher for me," said Emily Tay­
lor, a former commissioner during Beamer's tenure who also won 
two mayoral elections against him. 

"He was a true public servant," she said. "His heart was in it." 
Beamer could also disagree without being disagreeable, his po­

litical colleagues said. 
"I differed with him on a couple of things, but he would listen," 

King said. 
Unlike some political boards where political differences can 

quickly degenerate into personal mudslinging,,Beamer managed to 
remain above the fray, friends recalled. He was a good listener and 
mediator, able to diffuse tense situation that could become deal 
breakers. 

At a time when it's difficult to get the best and brightest to run 
for political office because of the incredible demands and sacrifices 
it requires, we're not likely to see many other selfless individuals 
like Beamer whose political career spanned four decades. All of us, 
from city officials to. political buddies to local residents who never 
even met the man, owe Beamer a tremendous debt of gratitude for 
his tireless devotion and civic commitment. He embodied all of the 
traits that make public service a noble profession where one person 
can still make a difference. 9 .-~.f -~ L? CJ 7 

/ 
/ 
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Friday,_ Januaiy 28~ '1938. 

Pete R. B~amer, 77,[ 
[,~~e4 By . ~e,~t,h! 
~ .. ~J~\11~~~~-c~ 
, . a.rt Creek Jownshi15 ·Died 

M©UNT AIRY, N. C.,i FRIDAY, MA~~H ·3h 1939.-

1 '.:·'~::Y ' . . ~ 

Flames .. Pes~roy_ :. '·.-, ·' ,· 
· · , ' ·.s:Urf.Y.·.Resiaen.ce . 

..;.,..· ....... ·. . . -· ~ . . .. : ·;., :: 
I'· •: _ .... ':;'.t;' .i ·::-: :,.•"; ' .:· : • .... . J 

_The _res~«:Ie,i:ic~ ·: ~f ~l{rs~ Jen-nie .C· i 
Linel>ack, located ·about one mlle 
west of Mouii('A:i,:Y · in'- •the High-. .. : 'H''' Jd·F· "-;, . .. '1and Pa~k >coni~unity,· -- was· ·com-Rl.fe·· :s··: . e· ·. o· r· ·. . plet~ly:):lestrOY:!!d :b~ · a' f.ir~, .whi~h 

.· · ... . · . . .was· thought ' to / have ortg"J.nated 
. . . ... ·\·\· "·t-;1

: ~ . _.- ·: •• • -; • · • - near"ii. 'defectiVe 'fhie, :Saturc;lay' af- . 
fro~ .. A--.~n~thy lllness7 
Funeral Conducted Tues­

. day Afternoon Froµi Anti-
och Ch~rch. · ._. 

·'·F:·:r .':;_.Ll!-.:~/. f:· · ill· · ternooid~l· . . ·: ' .:::"',-;"" , - -· · ,. : 
~ -~ · .. ( . · f.aJ1MJ.II:;l;i0V ... ·· :, ?t;Irt · i:iri~~~b~; .. ;iVho -~~s' ~~e~· ill 

·:·c · ... r -· .. · ·. . . · · .. -... for · some . tune,., was carried . to. 
Wile~ .. · F~a~kiin' Lovill,-~Mem~ .·saf.ety . by : nei~hbors -~n~ ~.embers · 

Pete R. Beamei:, 77', · prominent ·· ' , : -~ • ·L'' l of the · family. A port11>n . of ,the 
- .-.-

farmer and . a veteran schcol her '?f A' ~ro,mine~t: o~a furnish~ngi(;of · h~r home waS' -_re-
teacher, passed away last Sun. Family, .. Succ9mbs ;From t>0rted .'save·d. :· ., .. .' : ; : 
day night about 7:30 o'.clo.ck ·at Stroke .Of_- _ Paralysi~ ·J .. 8:_st • _·T-he blaze. spre!ld from _the fesi-
his home four miles northwest o.f Saturday. : .. · dence.· ·to a gal-age belonging to 
this city in the Stewart's Creek · . . , . 'Jahn·c:Ro.se;' -.i:ie~ _ :£oor neighb~_r, 
section. I:lis death was due to a Wiley Franklin Lov1Il, 60, mem-. but was . extinguished · by .-. a. truck 
lengthy illness of cancer. · ' her of· one of the most prominent from · the ·}\fount Airy_ fire._ depa~-

Mr. Beamer was a native of families of this sec~ion, died at ment without further damage. It 
this county; where he was born the home_ of ''hii;; .. mother< Mrs. W. was not . reported whethi!r'., the 
en .June 30, 1860,, the. son of the w. LoviH, on Moui:it Airy; Ro\lte Lineback. home was ·covered by in-
la-te Jacob and Rebecca · Cunning· 3" at .- 6:30 o'cloc~ on . Sat~rday sunmce. ! .. :; .:, ,:· . '·· 
ham ~ '!'he" greater part : i:ifgJit "ofn-a~t:(~~,ek; :h~~:d.~a~_li;~o,tn,-: ~ .~!~>-''· .:.·'·-"·l : - ;, · •.· •· ........ ~· 
OTlils life was spe_nt in this sec- - irig · fro~. ~ s~r<>:I;<_e·~f par4!l1Y~~~;"H~; :: ! ?j'I 
tioJ1 of the country wher.e he bad -.been' m ill·}lealth·-over · a -..per~" I . I 
taught i;chool for many years and i'Od ':·~~ In:~~~ thartJVi-o . rea.r~:_·, ·>·: :~ ·. Rites Held For 
was a well-lurown farmer by oc- :-Mi'.• Loy1.ll .was.J>orn ·.on Q.cto9~r 
cup;ition. .' · • 28, ·1878; the. sotl:, of·Mr. and '·¥._rs. Aged Surry Man 

He was united in marriage i11 w, ,;w.-_.L·ovij.l,-'of near ·1M.oun~ Airy. ----
1898 Lo Miss Kitty McMic~le, a)- He. was ·.-unmarried-. and·,-:spent.·, the Samuel Hodges, 93, one of Sur-
so ·of I.his section. He was a val- 1 ino~t i·of his iif~- at th~ : old ·Lovill' 1· ry county's oldest citizens, resi-
uable member of the Antioch Bap- homeplace ~ome ~iles noi;thv{est clent of Mount Airy, Route 6, died 
List church for uel;lrly for.ty years. of• the city • . , ·: -· " . · · . :it his home in Stewart Creek 

He b; . wrvivcd by his widow; . He is· survived .•by. his mother; township at 10 :20 o'clock on Mon-· 
four sous, . Teny, Frank and Ed - four brothe.rs, · G .. C. Lovill; Will day morning of this week. His 
will Beamer, of this county and Lovill -and Dr. R; J. Lovill; all. of death came after a period of poor 
F'red Beamer, of Dublin, Va.; four ; Mount ;Airy, and. ·J. W; Lovilh of health caused from old age and in-
duughters1 Misses Ila a1id Virginia Sarasota~ Florida; . · twor .. sisters; firmities . .. 
Beamer, .of Mcunt Airy Route 3, Mrs:· 'J.' 6~ · Deering, of Rocky Mr. Hodges was born on No-
Mii;s Mary Beamer, of Palmertou, Mount, and Miss Elizabeth Lovill, vember 5, 1845, the son of Jiles 
Penn., aud Mrs. Howard l\1arsi1;ill, of Mo~nt Airy. · ' nnd Sallie Curby Hodges, of Sur-
of Yadkinville; by two brothers, Funeral services for Mr. Lovill ry/ county. He was · preceded in 
.John Beamer and Jack Beamer; were conducted .from the Antioch 9euth by his wife, Mary Hodges, 
a11d by six grandchildren. church at four. o'clock1 on Monday several years ago. Survivors in-

Funcral services were conduct- afternoon of -this . pveek. · .Rev. · elude two sons, Pete Hodges, of 
cd from the Antioch Baptist Lonnie Flemming,. pastor, and Lowgiap, and Ernest Hodges, of 

1 church Tuesday afternoon at 2 :30 Rev. James· B. fi.cklen, III, .pastor. Dobson; three daughters, Mrs. 
u'cloel( ·-with Rev. Lonnie Flem- of the First Presbyterian church I Hcury Isaacs, Fries, Virginia, Mm. 
min·g officiating, assisted hy Rev. of -Mount ~iry, '-_.were in .. charg~., Lonzie Davis . Winston-Salem, ancl 
Raymond Lanier, of this city. Interment took place in' the Anti- Miss Ella i-Ioclges, of Mount Airy, 
Burial wa5 made in the A.ntioch uch' church cemetery. · - Route 6; and · 24 gTandchildren 

I. Baptist c)lurch c~metery. t . . · Qnd 20 grea_t-grandchildren. 

, 

Funeral services were conduct­
ed .from the Flat Top church at 
two o'clock on Wednesd-ay afte1'­
noon, with Rev. Robert Riggan of­
ficiating._ BuriaJ was made in the 
Flat Top cemetery. 
~-----T·~-----



FAMILY GROUP NO Husband's Full Name 
This lnformat '.:>n Obtained From: Muao&nc:rt 

Oay Month D•i • Year City, Town or Place Coun ty or Province. etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Husband 

Birth ,C',.rL.dLJ.... #C.. 
Chr 'nd 

Mar. I.a /1C# /9.'J 7 n r. ,;;., ~IJ .[' .... t?/1J4 /(/'<... 

iCALAJC 
-, 

G/IA~..J o,.J 1/4 Death 

Burial /fdNf-£. V1.J'l"A /"1'£.h<;n.1./1 (. G'1..v.::.~.s 6A£A.,c 
-

Places of Residence 

Occuoation Av Tt::J .l>£/l"L (/(, 
·--

Church Aftiliation Mililarv Rec. 
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·---
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Oa1a Oay Month Vear Ci ty , Town or Place County or Province. etc. State or Country Add. Into. on Wife 

Birth ;l I .fu-r /9d~ b ;>~~II /.J j'f.J_s .>.:., .~ ..NC. 
~~-:; Chr'nd 1--)j ii 
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Death l/Pr:/t;Lu /'/9y- G1tVlJc &1V1 .,, J: c. rJ //-A ~ :~ .~ . 
l1e#r<- llts.rA flcHo.~/J<. 6tr;/ZI) G#J.J ;j~ ·~ Burial 

~~~ Compiler Places of Residence 

:;~~-: Adc:Hess Occupation d other than housewife Churcn Affiliation 

~~G i C11y, State Otner nusoand:.. 1f any. No. (1) (21 ttc. 
.:..:..,;~ 'vta11.e seoara1e sneet tor eacn mar . 
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Sex 
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1 Birth / p /JU- /'T~Y- Hr: /lrri- Tu.-ui._ Ne_ 
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Full Name of Spouse· 

Death 

11 .Z'KE-,VG. c/t.~~ Burial 

2 
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Birth (, J V'r 19 .1 :J GAiA JC (;}','VJ U'.j QIU V4 
_B;,IV/'11£: Mar. ~OV1-1t- l~o 
Full Name of Spouse 

Death r ;;- (!'_ C:: /I '-c..r ~,.; Burial 

3 Birth 

Mar. 
Full Name of Spouse· 

Death 

Burial ;:,TUN.l'.i 

4 Birth GALAX, VA. - Lettie Beamer 
Mar. 

Stone, 91, S. Main St., Galax, died 
Full Name of Spouse· 

Death 
July 18, 1994 at Waddell Nursing 
Home in Galax. She as born Sep-

Burial tember 21, 1902 in Dobson, N.C. to -
,5 Birtn I Richard Brady and Lavora Riggins 

Mar. 
Beamer, and was the widow of H.O. 
Stone. Funeral services will be 2 

Full Name of Spouse· 
Death p.m. Wednesday at Hillcrest Bap-
Burial tist Church with interment in Monta 

6 Birth 
Vista Memory Gardens. Rev. James 
Cowley, Rev. Hobert Johnson, Rev. 

Mar. Carroll Clark and the Itev. Paul 

I 
Full Name of Spouse· 

Death Franklin will officiate. Surviving 

I Burial 
a:e a daughter and son-in-law, Bon- I 

7 Birth 
rue and F.C. Galyean, Galax, Va.; j' 
son and daughter-in-law, Herbert 

Mar. Roland and Irene Stone, Greens-
Full Name of Spouse' Deatn boro, N.C.; six grandchildren; sev-

·- · 
i en great grandchildren. Memorial 

Burial 

8 Birtn 
contributions may be made to Hill-
crest Baptist Church, Building .J 

Mar. Fund, Galax, Va. 24333 
Full Name of Spouse· 

Deatn 

Burial ·- I 9 I Birth 

I l Mar. 
J Full Name of Spouse· 

Deatn I I 

I I Burial / 
I 

· --~ 

110 Birtn I I -
Mar. 

Full Name of Spouse' I 

Death ' 
Bunal I 

· 11 marn ed more inan once No. eacn mar. (1) (2) er:: . and li st 1n ··Add. info, on ct'uldren ·· column. Use reverse siae tor additional children. other notes. re ferences or intormatio 
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LAWSON 
BOONVILLE - Mr. James 
David Lawson, 75, died at Wake 
Forest Baptist Medical Center 
Tuesday, July 23, 2002. He was 
born April 17, 1927, in Surry 
County to Squire Dave and Hal­
leyBarker Lawson. He was a re­
mea ra:rmer and a member of 
the Richmond Hill Baptist 
Church, where he was a dea­
con, a training director and had 
held various other positions in 
the church. He was a member 
of the board of directors of the 
Old Belt Coop and Historical 
Society of the Richmond Hill 
Law School. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; a grand­
son, Matthew Stephen Lawson; 
and a sister, Mary Elizabeth 
Lawson Barnett. Surviving are 
his wife, Ruby Prim Lawson; 
two sons, Stephen Gray Lawson 
and wife Deborah and Terry 
Lynn Lawson and wife Renee, 
all of Boonville; four grandchil­
dren, Stephen David Lawson 
and wife Raina, Justin Lee Law­
son and Crystal Taylor, Mark 
Kelly Lawson and Dana Cor­
nelius and Suzanne Michelle 
Lawson and Colt Poindexter, all 
of Boonville; a brother, Porter 
Gray Lawson of Pilot Mountain; 
and a niece, Laisa Starbuck of 
Pilot Mountain. The funeral 
service will be conducted at 
2:30 p.m. today, July 26, 2002, at 
Richmond Hill Baptist Church, 
by the Rev. Will Hamric, the Rev 
Grover Holder and the Rev. Dan 
Merritt. The body will lie in 
state from 2 to 2:30 p.m. Burial 
will be at the church cemetery. 
In Lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be directed to Hospice of 
Yadkin County, 212 E. Main St., 
Yadkinville, NC 27055; or Rich­
mond Hill Baptist Church, 2205 
Richmond Hill Road, Boonville, 
NC 27011. Huff Funeral Home 
in East Bend is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

, 

/ 
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WEST 
ROARING RIVER- Mr. Paul West, 
77, of 1313 Barker Road, Roaring 
River, died Friday at 12:15 p.m., 
June 5, 1998, at Wake Forest Uni­
versity Baptist Medical Center, af­
ter a short illness. Funeral services 
will be Sunday at 2 p.m. at Oak 
Level Baptist Church by Rev. Olin I Barker and Rev. Boyd Caudill. Buri­

.... al will be in the church cemetery at 

.,; 1:30 p.m. Mr. West was born in 
11 Wilkes County, July 14, 1920 to 
~ Houston and .L.aura Barker West. 
~ He was a self-employed farmer ana 
'E! a member of Oak Level Baptist 
~ Church. He was preceded in death :i by his first wife, Lora Byrd West in 

1980 and by one sister, Callie West. 
..... Surviving are his wife, Ruth West of 
cC the home; two daughters, Mrs. Ken­
~ neth (Evelyn) Brown of Traphill 
g and Mrs. Gary (Janie) Triplett of 
.., Miller Creek; one son, Gary (Joyce) 
ii West of Roaring River; one step­
~ daughter, Virginia McDonald of 
f11 Chesapeake, Virginia; five grand­
~ children; two step-grandchildren; 
t- four great-grandchildren; three 
~ step-great-grandchildren; two sis­
i ters, Blanche (Talmadge) Triplett 

of Elkin and Connie Hemric of 
King; and one brother, Royal West 
of Roaring River. Flowers will be 
accepted or memorials may be 
made to Oak Level Baptist Church 
Building Fund. The family will re­
ceive friends Saturday from 7 -9 
p.m. at Kennedy Funeral Home in 
Elkin. 
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Pete R. Beamer, 77; . ~ 
•

1

Claimed By1 Death1 ~ 
P~o~i~Znt tar:er fo~ St'e~- ~ 

aft Creek Town~hip Died ti 
From A Lengthy\lllness- trJ 

Funeral Conducted Tues· CJ) 

day Afternoon From Anti-
och Church. · · ~ 

' Pet"e R. Bea1~1e; . .,-77, \ )Womineutl ;· 
· farme1· and a , veteran sch col '-< 
tea.cher, c< passeq .away last Sun- J ~ 
day night about 7 :30 <>'clock -at · ~ 
his home four miles northwest o.f 

N ; this clty dn the Stewart's · Creek oo 
· section. His death was due ·to a '" 

., lengthy illness of cancer. ....... 
, Mr. Beame1· was a native . of ~ 
thi:; county, where he. was born ~ 
on •June 30, 1860, the son of the 
late Jacob and · Rebecca Cunning­
ham Beal)'ler. The· greater part 
of his life was sp.ent in this sec­
tion of the ' COJ.mtry where he 
taught school for many years and 
was a well-known farmer by oc-
cupation. . . _ 

.He was united . in marriage in 
.. 1898 to Miss Kit'ty McMickle, al­
so' -Of this section. He w.ar a val-c. . 
uable member of the Antioch Bap- . 
tist church for nearly forty years. ' 
" He is survived by; his widow; 

four sons, Terry, F1'ank and Ed­
win Beamer, of this col;in~y and 
Fred. Beamer, of. Dublin, Va.; four· 
daughters, 1Misses Ila ari;d Virginia 
Be.amer;· of Mount , -1\.iry. Route: 3, 
Miss Mary Beamer, i>"f"-Palmerton', 
I:>enn., and Mrs . . H°''\vard Marsl]all, · 

I of Yad.kinville; , by two brothers, 
.Joh'n Beamer and ··Jack Beamer; 

·and by six gTandchildren.- · 
·Funeral services were conduct· 

.ed from the Antiocl) Baptist ' 
church Tuesday afternoon at 2 :30 
o'clock with Rev." Lonnie Flem­
ming officiatiiig, assisted by Rev. 
Raymoiid Lanier,- pf this city._ 
Burial wa5 made in the Antioch 
Baptist church cemetery. 

~~~-T·-~~~~ 
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ATKINSON 
HIGH POINT - Samuel Tipton 
Atkinson, Jr., 70, of 1605 Seven 
Oaks Place, died suddenly at 9:30 
p.m. July 14, 1995 at High Point 
Regional Hospital. Mr. Atkinson 
was born March 1, 1925 in Mt. 
Airy, a son of Elder Samuel Tipton 
Atkinson and Callie Beamer At­
kinson. A resident of High Point 
since 1941, he was Vice President 
of API Graphics before his retire­
ment. A veteran of World War II, 
he served in the United States 
Army and attended Mt. Shepherd 
Primitive Baptist Church. On De­
cember 1, 19 73, he married Char­
lene Patterson, who survives of 
the home. Surviving in addition to 
his wife are two daughters, Mrs. 
Thomas (Susan) Waller of Thom­
asville and Mrs. Randy (Ronetta) 
Morris of San Fernando, CA; two 
sons, Tommie Atkinson and 
daughter-in-law, Deborah, of 
Apex, and Dale Atkinson and 
daughter -in-law, Kathy, of Sene­
ca, SC; his mother, Mrs. Callie B. 
Atkinson of 605 Sherbrook Dr.; 
two sisters, Mrs. John (Rae) Beck 
of 1827 Country Club Dr. and 
Mrs. Virginia Lisenby of Wades­
boro; one brother, William I. At­
kinson of 605 Sherbrook Dr., (Big 
Brother) Ray Gallimore of Oak­
view Rd.; seven grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren. Fu­
neral will be held at 11 a.m. Mon­
day in Sechrest Chapel on E. Lex­
ington Ave. by Elder George Flip­
pin, Elder W.M. Freeman and El­
der Thomas Whitley. Burial will 
be in Floral Garden Park Ceme­
tery. The family will be at the 
funeral home Sunday night from 7 
until 8:30. Memorials may be 
made to Mt. Shepherd Primitive 
Baptist Church. / 

MARSHALL 
MT. AIRY - Mrs. Blanche Beamer 
Marshall, age 87, of 1057 Old High­
way 601, Mt. Airy, N.C. widow of 
Mr. Howard Marshall, died Thurs­
day afternoon, August 4, 1994, at 
Forsyth Memorial Hospital, Win­
ston-Salem, N.C. Mrs. Marshall was 
born in Surry County, N.C. Febru­
ary 28, 1907, daughter of the late 
Pete and Kitty McMickle Beamer. 
She was a retired school teacher 
from the Surry County school sys­
tem and a member of White Plains 
Friends Meeting. She is survived by 
three sons and two daughters-in­
law, Fred Marshall of Winston-Sa­
lem, N.C., Don and Brenda Mar­
shall of Mt. Airy and Tom and Judy 
Marshall of Dallas, Texas; six 
grandchildren, Kimberly Marshall 
Zweiback of London, England, 
Kaye Marshall and Lara Marshall, 
both of Wmston-Salem, Anthony 
Marshall and Charles Marshall, 
both of Mt. Airy and Hillary Mar­
shall of Dallas, Texas; one great 
grandson, Jacob Zweiback of Lon­
don, England; three sisters, Mrsy 
Mary Breit of Allentown, Pa., Mrs. 
Ila King of Mt. Airy and Mrs. Virgin­
ia Tingen of Winston~salem; a sis­
ter-in-law, Mrs. Ethel Beamer of Mt. 
Airy. Mrs. Marshall was preceded in 
death by a son, Charles Marshall. 
Funeral services will be held Satur­
day, August 6, 1994, at 2 p.m. at 
White Plains Friends Meeting con­
ducted by the REv. Jimmy Rein­
hardt and the Rev. Loyd Pugh with 
interment to follow in the church 
cemetery. The family will receive 
friends at Moody Funeral Home of 
Mt. Airy on Friday from 7 to 9 jp.m. 
Her body will remain at Moody Fu­
neral Home until taken to the 
church to lie in state thirty minutes 
before the funeral service. Flowers 
will be accepted or memorials may 
be made to the White Plains 
Friends Meeting Van Fund. 



WOOD 
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MOUNT AIRY - Mr. James Floyd 
Wood, 87, of 1443 Haystack Road, 
Mount Airy, husband of Mrs. Madge 
Beamer Wood, died at North Caro­
lina Baptist Hospital in Winston­
Salem Friday, Aug. 25, 1995. Mr. 
Wood was born May 5, 1908 in 
Surry County to the late Henry and 
Rebecca Hazelwood Wood, was a 
retired merchant and farmer, a 
member of the Round Peak Mason­
ic Lodge No. 616, a lifetime and 
charter member of Lowgap Wildlife 
Club, and a member and former 
deacon of New Life Baptist Church. 
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Madge 
Beamer Wood of Twelve Oaks, 
Mount Airy; a daughter and son-in­
law, Judy and Johnny Simmons of 
Ararat; three sons and daughters­
in-law, Dr. Jack Wood of Mount 
Airy, Joe and Nancy Wood of Wal­
nut Cove, and Larry and Frances 
Wood of Thurmond; one step­
daughter and husband, Betty and 
Richard Hardy of Dobson; a step­
son and wife, Beamer and Kather­
ine Wood of Shelby; nine grandchil­
dren; and seven great-grandchil­
dren. Mr. Wood was preceded in 
death by a grandson, Michael 
Wood, four sisters and three broth­
ers. Funeral services will be held 
Sunday 2 p.m. at New Life Baptist 
Church conducted by Rev. Ernest 
Nichols and Rev. Joe Atkins with 
full Masonic Burial Rites conducted 
by Round Peak Masonic Lodge No. 
616 to follow in the church ceme­
tery. The family will receive friends 
at Moody Funeral Home of Mount 
Airy 7-9 p.m. Saturday, where his 
body will remain until carried io the 
church to lie in state 30 minutes 
prior to the service. Flowers will be 
accepted or memorials may be 
made to New Life Baptist Church, 
c/o Glenn Wood, 1487 Haystack 
Road, Mount Airy, N.C. 27030. 



BEAMER 
MOUNT AIRY - Mr. Jack 
Adam Beamer, 35, of Rt. 9, 
Mount Airy, died Tuesday 
night at Northern Surry 
Hospital after a heart at-

~ tack. H~ was a native of 
Q\Surry County, the son of 
.- Adam and Connie Hem-

•mings Beamer. He was a 
l..C\veteran of the Vietnam 
::: Conflict and was owner 
~ and o~rator of Beamer:s 
p.Garage. Surviving are hts 
< wife, Mrs. Diann Epperson 
,.,.Freeman Beamer; one son, 
\?,:>Darrell Adam Beamer of 
.tJ the home; one stepdaugh­
Ol ter, Miss Deanna Freeman 
~of Mount Airy; his parents 
~of Rt. 9, Mount Airy: one 

sister, Mrs. Nancy White of 
Rt. 3, Dobsbn; his grandfa­
ther, Luther Beamer of Rt. 
9 Mount Airy. Funeral ser­
v'ices will be Friday at 2 

..-1 .m. at Maple Grove United 
ro etbodist Church by the e ev. Sam Hc;ilder and the 
8 ev. Dale Hylton. Burial 

ill be in the church ceme­
S ery. The body will be at 
~ oody Funeral Home of 
~ ount Airy until taken ·to 

he church to lie in state.30 
inutes before the service. 
he family will receive 
iends from 7 to 9 p.m. 
hursday at the funeral 
me. 

BEAMER 
YADKINVILLE - Martha Annie 
Hodge Beamer, 94, of Yadkinville, 
passed away Thursday May 20, 

1 1999 at Hoots Memorial Hospital. 
She was born March 16, 1905 to 
the late James Samuel and Betty 
Jane White Hodge. Mrs. Beamer 
was a homemaker and a member of 
Branon Friends Meeting. She was 
preceded in death by her husband 
Ed Beamer in 1962, a daughter 
Jenni Marie Beamer and two sons 
Fred and Grady Beamer. Surviving 
are two daughters, Mrs, Betty 
(Herman) Atkinson of Yadkinville, 
and Mrs. Sylvia (Jim) Forsyth of 
Lexington, S.C.; four sons; John 
(Ethel) Beamer of Hamptonville, 
Frank (Jane) Beamer, Ernest 

' (Melva) Beamer all of Yadkinville, 
and Billy (Laura) Beamer of Elkin; 
two sisters, Ellen Riggins of Yad­
kinville, and Rannie White of 
Zepher; two brothers, Henry 
Hodge of Yadkinville, and Levi 
Hodge of Dobson. Thirty-two 
grandchildren, fifty-eight and great 
grandchildren, six great-great 
grandchildren Mrs. Beamers funer­
al service will be held 2 p.m. Satur­
day at the Gentry Family Chapel by 
Rev. Hewey Parrish and Rev. Joe 
Reece. Burial will follow in Little 
Vine Primitive Baptist Church 
Cemetery. The family will receive 
friends from 7 until 9 p.m. Friday 
at Gentry Family Funeral Service at 
5108 U.S. Hwy. 601 N. Yadkinville. 

REIT 
ALLENTOWN, PA. - Mrs. Mary Eliz­
abeth Beamer Breit of Allentown, 
Penna. died Thursday, August 31, 
1995. She was born October 19, 
1904 in Surry County to the late Pete 
and Kittie Beamer. A graduate )'i'om 
Johns Hopkins School of .l'jnrsing, 
Mrs. Breit retired as the supervisor of 
nurses from Palmerton Pennsylvania 
Hospital. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, lljalmar Breit. Survi­
vors include two sisters, Mrs. Barnett 
(Ila) King of Mt . . !\iry, and Mrs. Vir­
ginia Tingen of Winston-Salem; three 
sisters-in-law, Mrs. Nancy Beamer, 
Mrs. Ethel Beamer, and Mrs. Hester 
Beamer, all of Mt. Airy; and a number 
of nieces and nephews. A memorial 
service will be held at Antioch Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
September 3. Memorials may be 
made to Antioch Baptist Church, 
2308 W. Pine St., Mt. Airy, NC 
27030. The family will receive 
friends following the service in the 
fellowship hall. 

-~~~--
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Martha .Beamer 
Mrs. Martha Annie Hodge 

Beamer, 94, o.f Yadkinville 
passed away Thursd~y, May 20, 
1999, at Hoots Memorial Hospi­
tal in Yadkinville. She was born 
March 16, 1905, to the late 
James Samuel and Betty Jane 
White Hodge. 

Mrs. Beamer was a homemak­
er and a member of Branon 
Friends Meeting. 

She was preceded in death \;>Y 
her husband, Ed Beamer, rn 
1962; a daughter, Jenni Marie 
Beamer; and two sons, Fred and 
Grady Beamer. 

Surviving are two daughters, 
Mrs. Betty (Herman) Atkinson ?f 
Yadkinville and Mrs. Sylvia 
(Jim) Forsyth of Lexington, S.C.; 
four sons, John (Ethel) Beamer 
of Hamptonville, Frank (Jane) 
Beamer and Ernest (Melva) 
Beamer both of Yadkinville, and 
Billy (Laura) Beamer of Elkin; 
two sisters, Ellen Riggins of Yad­
kinville and Rannie White of 
Zephyr; two brothers, Henr)'. 
Hodge of Yadkinville and Levi 
Hodge of Dobson; 32 gra!1dchil­
dren; 58 great-grandchildre!1; 
and six ~reat-great-grandchil-

en. 
- Mrs Beamer's funeral service 
ill be. held at z p.m. ::>aturday 

at Gentry Family Chapel by Rev. 
Hewey Parrish and R~v. ~oe 
Reece. Burial will follow m Little 
Vine Primitive Baptist Church 
cemetery. . . 
. The family will receive friends 
from 7-9 p.m. Friday at Gentry 
Family Funeral Service at 5108 
U.S. Hwy. 601 N., Yadkinville. 
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Beamer-Cockerham 
l 

Melinda Gail Beamer and David Keith Cockerham 
were married at 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at Mt. Cal­
vary Baptist Church in Ronda by the Revs. Dean 
Adams and David Cockerham. /19.3 

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Billy G. 
Beamer of Elkin. She is a graduate of Surry Communi­
ty College and is employed by Angela Gardner, CPA, 
Elkin. 

The groom is the son of Pat Cockerham of State 
Road and the late Graham Cockerham. He is a gradu­
ate of East Wilkes High School and is employed by 
MSI/Marunaka of High Point. 

Music for the wedding was provided by Buddy 
Rhodes. 

The bride was given in marriage by her father. 
Matron of honor was Sherron Walters, sister of the 

bride, of Boonville. 
Bridesmaids were Cassandra Caudill, friend of the 

bride, and Anita Cockerham, sister of the groom. 
Best man was Scotty Byerly, friend of the groom, of 

Thomasville. 
Ushers were Tony Smith and Scotty Darnell, friends 

of the couple. 
Hilda Hanks directed the wedding. 
A reception was held immediately following the 

wedding in the fellowship hall of Pleasant Ridge Bap­
tist Church. Assisting were Candy Hayes, Loretta 
Binkley, Clara Tuttle and Mary Edwards. 

Following a wedding trip to Myrtle Beach, the cou­
ple is residing in Jonesville. MR. & MRS. DAVID KEITH COCKERHAM 
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Fancy Gap Native Named 
Voters Tab Beamer 
For Leading Hokies 
To Sugar Bowl 
From Staff and Wire Reports 

Names like Paul "Bear" Bryant and 
Knute Rockne are usually the first to come 
up in discussions about great collegiate 
football coaches. Now you can add a Fan­
cy Gap (Va.) man to that list. 

Virginia Tech head football coach 
Frank Beamer was chosen The Associated 
Press' College Coach of the Year Wednes­
day in balloting by AP member newspa­
p~rs, TV and radio stations. 

Not too shabby for a local guy. Beamer, 
a Fancy Gap native, was born in Mount 
~iry. He graduated from Hillsville (Va.) 
High School in 1965 before playing defen­
sive back at Virginia Tech from 1966-68. 
The humble Beamer is quick to give much 
of the credit to his assistants. 

"It's a tremendous honor for our pro­
gram," Beamer said. "You can't get this if 
you don't have a staff that has been togeth­
er for some time. We have that." 

Beamer, finishing his 13th season at 
Virginia Tech, received 27 of the 84 votes 
in the AP balloting. Hawaii's June Jones 

was second with 19 votes and Minnesota's 
Glen Mason was third with nine votes. 

Beamer has built the program at his 
alma mater into a national contender with 
a philosophy that could have come from 
his days in these parts. 

"I believe you treat people right, with 
respect. In this business you are always 
aware of when things are not going well. If 
you have solid relationship with your play­
ers and with your coaches, you have a 
chance of getting through those tough 
times," Beamer said. 

"Then, I think it really gets i'nto people. 
You need to get good people, solid people 
as coaches and players. This is such an up 
and down business that you have to be in 
there with people that you like and trust. 
There is always a certain talent level that 
you have to have as far as ability on your 
team, but to me, getting good people and 
treating them with respect is the way you 
build a program." 

Beamer's staff includes defensive coor­
dinator Bud Foster and offensive coordina­
tor Rickey Bustle. 

"I was very involved in the offense at 
one time, then the defense," Beamer said. 
"Now I let them do it." 

And the players responded so well that 

the second-ranked Hokies (I 1-0) will play 
No. I Florida State (11-0) for the national 
championship in the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 4. 

"The key to us was how fast our offense \ 
would come along," Beamer said. 

How does warp speed sound? Redshirt 
freshman quarterback Michael Vick was 
the surprise star of the season, throwing 
for 1,840 yards and 12 touchdowns and 
running for 585 yards and eight TDs. Add 
a topnotch defense and the nation's best 
special teams, and Beamer had himself a 
sensational season. 

The Hokies have been good for years, 
but not until this season have they gained 
so much national attention. Virginia Tech 
will be playing in its seventh straight bowl 
game. 

"All these national awards are new to 
us," Beamer said. "And believe me, we ap­
preciate every one of them." 

All-America defensive end Corey 
Moore won the Lombardi Award as the na- · 
tion's top lineman and the Nagurski trophy 
as the nation's top defensive player, and 
Vick. finished third in the Reisman Trophy 
balloting behind Ron Dayne and Joe 
Hamilton. Beamer has collected several 
other coach-of-the-year honors. 

See BEAMER, page 38 

~P Coach Of Vear'. 

Matt Gentry!The Associated Press 
PRIDE O,F F~NCY GAP: Virginia Tech head football coach Frank Beamer, a Fancy 
Gap, Va. native, was honored as the AP National Coach of the Year Wednesday 
Beam~r led the Hokies to an undefeated regular season and a date with Florid~ 
State in the Sugar Bowl for the national title. / 1.. - / <4 - 'f '1 
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Beamer continued from page 1s 
sive back has handled the spot­
light well. 

When his team was criticized 
for playing a weak schedule, 
and when computer wizards 
were trying to figure out how a 
once-beaten Nebraska could 
edge the Hokies in the final 
Bowl Championship Series 
standings, Beamer kept his cool. 

"We can do nothing, ab­
solutely nothing, about our 
schedule, somebody else's 
schedule or how somebody else 
is going to play. All we can con­
trol is how we prepare," Beamer 
said frequently. 

Beamer is Virginia Tech's · 
most successful coach, compil­
ing an 88-59-2 record and three 
Big East titles. 

Beamer knew his Hokies 
were good, but how good de­
pended on Vick, sophomore 
wide receiver Andre Davis and a 
young offensive line. 

"If our offense came along, 
we knew we'd be a balanced 
team," Beamer said. 

"And then our quarterback 
goes out and plays better than 
we had ever hoped, the schedule 
fell right and we didn't have 
many injuries. Things just fell 
into place." 

Beamer's Hokies led the na­
tion in both scoring offense and 
defense, averaging 41.4 points 
and allowing just 10.5. The 
Hokies trailed for a total of 25 

, minutes during the entire 1999 
season. 

/ 
/ 



Letters to The News 

Remembering an All-Star: Ernest 'Ernie' Beamer 
To The News: 

Mount Airy lost one of its 
most stellar athletes recently, 
that being one by the name of 
Ernest ("Ernie") Beamer. To re­
call Ernie, you have to have 
lived in the late '30s and early 
'40s and loved sports. 

Ernie was a four-year letter­
man at Mount Airy High 
School, a rarity then and proba­
bly now. Ernie earned letters in 
basketball, baseball, football 
and wrestling. 

In wrestling, he competed in 
the unlimited division though he 
weighed only 190 pounds. He 
did very well and never remem­
bers losing a match. In baseball, 
he played in the outfield. In bas­
ketball, he played forward and 
center, competing at one time in 
the semi-finals of the Winston­
Salem Journal and Sentinel Bas­
ketball Tournament. 

In football, he played weak­
side end and also was the place 
kicker and kick-off $pecialist. 
As many of his former football 
players know, Coach Wallace 
Shelton was quite innovative 
and, for that reason, Ernie threw 
the ball, ran and caught it and 
threw more touchdown passes 
than anyone on the team. In 
1938, he was an end on the 
Granite Bears Class B champi­
onship team. In addition to all 
that, Ernie made the North and 

South High School All-State 
Team two years in a row, play­
ing a game in Charlotte. 

Ernie also was a good stu­
dent, graduating in the upper 
quartile of his class. 

After high school, Ernie was 
awarded a football scholarship 
to Duke Dniversity. He was on 
the football team for three years 
and competed on the wrestling 
team in the unlimited division, 
although still weighing only 190 
pounds! He dropped wrestling 
in subsequent years due to its 
overlapping with football. At 
Duke he played right and left 
end and did the place kicking. 

In January 1942, he played 
end for the Blue Devils in the 
Rose Bowl held at Duke due to 
the war. During his senior year, 
he was the assistant end coach 
for preseason practice. In the 
1944 Shriners' East-West All­
Star Game, he was voted one of 
the two best place kickers by 
the sports p~ss and was the 
only player .from the South to be 
selected for the team. 

Also at Duke, he competed in 
intramural basketball; was 
elected president of the Fresh­
man Advisory Council; and 
graduated later with a bachelor 
of science degree in economics, 
class of 1944. 

After graduating from Duke, 
.............. :>:·:·:·. :·:·, ... , .. ,:,.,··:·::::'fa{:\;::: 
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he was offered a position on the 
New York Giants football team, 
but declined because he wanted 
to marry his college sweetheart. 
Later, he attended Cornell Uni­
versity School of Industrial and 
Labor Relations, graduating 
with a master's degree in indus­
trial and labor relations. He re­
tired from Harrison Radiator 
Division of General Motors af­
ter serving 25 years, holding 
various positions in personnel, 
purchasing and material engi­
neering. 

Ernie was a life-long commu­
nity service volunteer in Lock­
port, N.Y., serving 25-plus years 
in Boys Scouts at troop and dis­
trict levels; leading local troops 
in multiple trips · to Philmont 
Scout Ranch; and earning the 
Silver Beaver Award. He was a 
member of the Methodist 
church, serving on various com­
mittees and teaching Sunday 
school. In addition, he assisted 
The Salvation Army in Christ­
mas toy and food distribution. 
Also, he served 10-plus years 
doing taxes for senior citizens 
and serving as tax instructor at 
the Lockport Senior Citizen 
Center. Furthermore, he was a 
25-plus years' blood donor. 

Ernest ("Ernie") Beamer 
passed away at the age of 83 
years on Monday, Sept. 1, 2003. 

Ronald Boyles 
140 Brookberry Road 

Mount Airy, N.C. 



Kickoff: 8:06 p.m. Tuesday 
Place: New Orleans 
Opponent: Florida State University 
T.V.: ABC 
At Stake: NCAA Division Title 

SUGAR BOWL: Virginia 
Tech football coach Frank 
Beamer shades his eyes 
from the lights during a 
news conference in New 
Orleans. Beamer, will face 
Florida State Tuesday for 
the national championship 
in the Louisiana Super­
dome. He was born in 
Mount Airy, the son of Her­
ma and the late Raymond 
Beamer. His mother still 
lives in Fancy Gap. In high 
school at Hillsville High, he 
earned 11 varsity letters as 
a three-sport athlete. 

Name: Frank Beamer 
Job: Head coach, Virginia Tech 
Born: Oct. 18, 1946 
Birthplace: Mount Airy 
High school: Hillsville High School 

Bill HaberfThe Associated Press 

Fancy Gap Native Seeks Crown 
By HANK KURZ Jr. ··1 work for, I think, the best head coach in 

AP Sports Writer "I b f the country," he said. 
NEW ORLEANS - Some people may e rom a small town• This season, Beamer maintained that 

laughed when Frank Beamer was hired as but I don't think I've ever things would work out for the Hokies as long 
head coach at Virginia Tech in 1987, and not thought small." as they kept winning. He's offering the same 
because he wasn't a worthy choice. advice during the long pregame buildup and 

No, the snickers Beamer heard at his intro- - Coach Frank Beamer hype. 
ductory news conference came as he talked of "The bigger it is, the smaller you think," he 
bringing a national championship to little be fired. said. "The only thing that 's going to really 
Blacksburg, Va., and the Hokies, then an inde- Looking back, he says it was all just part of make any difference in this whole deal, the 
pendent program without much tradition. being a college football coach. only thing we can control, is how well we pre-

No one is laughing at Beamer now, not af- "The key to surviving in this business is pare to play Florida State." 
ter seven straight bowl games and with the you can't get too high and you can't get too 
Hokies preparing to play for that champi- low," Beamer said. "Things are never as good Beamer has given his team lots of leeway 
onship in the Sugar Bowl on Tuesday. as they seem and they're never as bad. Some- to enjoy New Orleans, trusting that his repeat-

"! may be from a small town, but I don't where in the middle is reality. That's what we ed talks about preparation and focus have hit 
home. think I've ever thought small," Beamer, of try to go by." 

Fancy Gap, Va., said after about 90 minutes Reality also brought a scandal when a fifth "The first thing is why we're here. You 
with TV cameras in his face and sports writers of the team got in trouble with the law even as need to enjoy it. You need to enjoy all the 
grilling him during Sugar Bowl media day. Virginia Tech was winning the Big East in things that are going on about this game, but 

Beamer credited the school's academic 1995 and reaching the Sugar Bowl. you need to make good decisions," he said. 
reputation, the state's wealth of football talent Through it all, Beamer hasn't changed, "Don ' t do anything to em ban-ass you. to em-
and membership in the Big East Conference people close to him say. barrass this university or to embarrass this 
for football with helping make the turnaround "He's the same guy as he was 10 years football team." 
possible. ago," ~ffensive coordinator Rickey Bustle Then, one more time, do their real talking 

But it was far from immediate. Coming off said. "He's a friend to all of us." on the field. 
a 10-1-1 season and Peach Bowl victory the Bud Foster, the defensive coordinator for "We've got to prove ourselves, there's no 
year before under Bill Dooley, Beamer's Hok- all 13 of Beamer's seasons at Tech, had a question about it," Beamer said. "People say, 
ies were 2-9 their first season and 24-39-2 af- chance to leave for the same job at Florida last 'Well, they're there, but do they belong?' 
ter six years. Speculation raged:::....:::th.:,;;a:.:;.t .:.:h.::;.e ..;.w;.,;;o:,;;:u~ld;:..........:..Y..:.e.:;;ar~ . .:.:H:..:e_;s;,;,;ta;;..(y_..;;e.;;,d;.... ------------U""-e'~e~ll..ll.LWLUX!..o..L. t.-"---------' 
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MILESTONES 

Lavis Allred Beamer celebrates 90th birthday 

Lavis Beamer is seated at the table with her birthday cake. Pictured with her are her daughter and son-in-law, Willodene and 
David Hatcher, behind her, along with their two daughters aJld their families, Liz and Marty Johnson and their children, Ashley and 
Eddie, and Alison and Chuck Cardwell and their children, David, Joshua and Samuel. 

The honoree's daughter-in-law, Bonnie Allred, 
is shown with her granddaughter, Allie Bowers. 

. 
Lavis Beamer, celebrated her 90th birthday on July 2 with a party held in the fellowship hall of First Baptist Church. The occasion was hosted by her 

children, Willodene and David Hatcher and Jerry and Bonnie Allred. 
Over 100 family and friends were in attendance including her grandchildren from Myrtle Beach and Orlando, Fla. Vester Jackson brought one of his 

world famous pound cakes, which was enjoyed by all who tasted it. Her family also put together a video of Lavis's life which was enjoyed by all. 

Lavis's grandchildren present are April Bowers, Alison Cardwell, Lee Cook, Liz 
Johnson, Lynn Rigsbee, Vicki Postlmayr and Steve Baldwin. 

Lavis Beamer's great-grandchildren pose for a photo. They are Lauren Rigsbee, Eric 
Cook, Tyler Cook, Jennifer Rigsbee, Scott Postlmayr, Leanne Postlmayr, David Card­
well, Eddie Johnson, Allie Bowers, Joshua Cardwell and Samuel Cardwell. 



The Mount Airy News 

Prisoners (Continued from Page IA) 

deserve it, since the state now sees Prisoners May Become 
a need for additional space? When County's Responsibility 
we send a person to prison in the 
front door, it sends someone out the "It appears from the legislation 
back door." that the state is about to wash its 

"People are put there (in jail) hands from misdemeanor offenses. 
because the judge ordered it," It seems to be closing the prison 
Martin remarked. "There is a good doors down to persons convicted of 
reason for them to be there and less than a felony offense, including 
there is not a good reason for DWI, assault with a deadly weapon, 
release." driving while license is revoked, 

''The prisons did not get over- non-support of children and 
crowded yesterday," the district offenses of that nature," Long said. 
attorney said. ''I wish steps were The new bill "seems to be saying 
taken before now instead of a the local communities will have to 
wholesale release." provide for imprisonment or have 

"It is a sad state of affairs we alternative sentencing for the pris­
were allowed to get in the situation oners," he added. 
now upon us," Bowman continued. ''The local communities must 
"It is almost a situation where we decide to either increase the sizes 
have no choice. It should have been of their jails or build satellite jails 
headed off long ago. We did not all where the county provides low 
of a sudden have an influx of ten security confinement for non-
thousand prisoners." dangerous offenders." 

"The public demanded our ''Whether local communities are 
courts take a more serious look at going to provide satellite facilities, 
crime and demanded people be increase the jail sizes or whether 
imprisoned for violation of the they provide alternative sentencing 
law," Martin said. ''This was car- (such as community service) is for 
ried over to the legislature and they the counties and municipalities to 
enacted the Fair Sentencing Act, decide," said Long. 

Friday, April 3 1987-3A 

through the case, and then to (have 
the prisoner) released early." 

Long said the parole board will 
not turn out all the DWI and drug 
offenders, probably the first people 
to be released early, just because 
they seem to be less violent than 
the murderers and rapists. ''The 
parole commission will look at 
each one and decide which ones 
have got to stay. 

"People do change in prison. A 
judge cannot predict when a per­
son will be rehabilitated and no 
longer a threat to society (when he 
hands down a sentence) ... They may 
be reformed when their liberty is 
taken away from them and perhaps 
there is room for a second look at 
them by the parole commission," 
he said. 

"I don't want to criticize the 
legislature for doing what they 
think is the best to do. They make 
the law and decide what the 
punishment range will be - that's 
there prerogative," the Superior 
Court judge said. 

Future Predictions 

which caused more standardized "The parole board is under "I think you will find judges 
sentencing." compulsion to release the prison- under pressure to use alternative 

·The mayor's children, in town for the occassion, gathered with their mother, father and 
·grandmother for a family photo. 

"With driving while impaired, ers and they will try to find people sentencing," Martin predicted. 
the public expressed they wanted who are non-violent - like DWI ''That's a pressure I'd rather not 
people sentenced who violated the defendants who are not assaultive," see there. I want to be more 
DWI law," the judge continued. Martin explained. "If they're in bad concerned about protecting society 
"They sent a message to the legisla- enough shape to be incarcerated, and punishing offenders instead of 
ture so more are sent to prison. they are dangerous enough to kill seeing if there's a room available at 
They (the legislators) should have and maim people on the public the local bastille." Beamer 

The mayor has been presenting 
the "Citizen Of The Year" honor for 
more years than even he can 
remember. He also serves on the 
committee that selects the reci­
pient and has always prided 
himself on his ability to keep the 
winner's name a secret until the 
award is ready to be presented. 
The longtime city official has been 
nominated for the chamber award 
on numerous occasions, but has 
always declined consideration. 

During the roast, the mayor was 
joshed and kidded about his "inter­
ests in recreation," including his 
own fitness policies. He was teased 
about his fiscal policy in city 
government and presented with a 
tremendous piggy bank to help 
store surplus funds the city has on 

(Continued from Page IA) 
increased the space." highways." 

''The answer is not to wait until ''They're not as bad as others in ''There may be a tendency, in the 
hand. Mr. and Mrs. Bud Oliver, Mr. and there is a crisis," Martin added. prison but they are still danger- long run, of softening of sentences," 

Tilley presented Beamer with a Mrs. David Pruett, Mr. Gene Rees, "More space is the answer. The ous," he continued. "It doesn't he continued. "A lot of things might 
dog leash to have handy"if and Mr. and Mrs. Swanson Richards, message was sent long ago that the make too much difference the way develop in the long run that I don't 
when the city ever has a leash law." Mr. and Mrs. George Summerlin pubilc is tired of being mistreated someone is killed - whether think are to the advantage of the 

Other memorabilia included a and Mr. and Mrs. John Woltz. by criminals and wants the judges assaulted with a knife or killed on public." 
sport shirt embossed with lettering A spokesman for the group stated to lock them up. The problem is the the highway - the end result is the "It is time for somebody to do 
to mark Thursday's event, and a that the large tunout, the enthu- judges lock them up and the same." something," Bowman commented, 
desk-top name-plate for his office siasm of the audience and the legislators set them loose." "I know how much effort it takes, "so we don't feel everytime we send 
at City Hall bearing the name, unsolicited participation clearly "I understand why it has to be especially for the victim of a crime, someone to prison, it sends another 
"Boss Hawg." indicated that "the event was long done," Bowman commented. "But (to bring a person to trial)," Bow- one out We'd feel handcuffed and 

In his response to the roast, overdue." it seems that it allows the tail to man said. "It had to have been a shackled." 
Beamer spoke humbly and sincere- The Beamers will be taking their wag the dog. I know how hard it is serious crime for a person to be "Everything is headed in the 
ly of his love for the local communi- European trip sometime later this to get someone there (in prison) to sentenced in the first place, it is wrong direction," the district attor-
ty and thanked the many people in year. start with." tramatic on the victims to go ney stated. 
it who have "over the years meant ~--------------------------------------------------------­
so much to me and my family." 

The tribute for the mayor was put 
together by a steering committee 
that included Mr. and Mrs. Zack 
Blackmon, Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Grimes, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Joyce, 
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News Editor, Barbara Summerlin, presents the Beamers 
with a 'certificate detailing a 17-day trip to Europe planned 
and purchased for them by friends and relatives. 

Mayor Beamer pleased the crowd as he donned a tailor-made 
:shirt and shifted the piggy bank to his shoulder. 

Assault (Continued from Page lA) 

taking her with him and he left 
without her. The woman also 
accused him of hitting her several 
times. 

· Blankenship, however, said that 
he was living at the couple's home 
at the time and his wife and Chaney 
G:ame into the residence to retrieve 
some of her belongings. 

He said Chaney was wearing a 
l;arge jacket and it appeared he had 
l'lis hand on a gun so he grabbed a 
Iarge stick of wood and hit Chaney 
qn the head. 

Blankenship also testified that he 
did not own a shotgun when the 

alleged attack happened, claiming 
he had pawned it sometime earlier. 

Chaney and Barbara Blanken­
ship also have charged Rusty Angle 
of Ararat, Va., with two counts of 
assault with a deadly weapon (a 
motor vehicle) in connection with 
another incident involving the 
group. 

They claim that Angle, DarreII 
Blankenship's brother-in-law, tried 
to run them down with his truck 
near Westfield in February. 

Judge Jerry Cash Martin con­
tinued the hearing because of the 
lengthy testimony. 

PRE-SEASON MEN'S CLOTHING 4SALE 

2030FF 
Any Single Suit, Sport 
Coat, Dress Shirt, Dress 

Pants Or Tie At Regular Prices 

\_ 
,~"""'~ 

Ties 
Reg. $7 .50-$18.50 
All Neckwear In 
Stock. Includes 
Dior, Andhurst, 
Meeting Street, 

Rooster And 
. Wembly. 

Shirts 
Reg. s13_s32.50 

Famous Maker Dress 
Shirts In Long Or Short 
Sleeve By Arrow, Dior, 

Meeting Street, And 
Andhurst. 

~ i~i '%;;£ .;lit• • • 
< • • • • 

• • • • • • • & • 
• 

Suits And 
port Coats 

Suits Reg. s150.s250 . 
port Coats Reg. s30.s1 

Polm Beoch, Meeting Street 
And AndhU'rst 

Men's 
Dress Pants 
Regular s26 to s42 

Includes: Haggar-Farah-Andhurst 
Meeting Street and Thomson 



107th Year-No. 67 

John Woltz, chairman and chief executive officer of Quality Mills (right), presents the 
mayor with an oversized piggy bank. Photo By Judy Dickerson 

Mayor Beamer Toasted And 
Roasted By A Host Of 
Friends And Relatives 

, 

By BARBARA SUMMERLIN 
Editor 

A group, of rrien~s an? r~~~-

• 
The mayor was noticeably 

surprised as he was greeted in 
the lobbv of the Elks Lodge and . .,... . .. ~ .. ..... .. 

dated back to Adam and Eve 
Beamer. The humorist's mono­
logue was followed by the offi-

tlU$ 
+ 

tr 
Price 35c 

Officials Try To Confinn 
Identity Of 'Defector' 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The Soviet Union says it 
has accepted an American soldier who defected, but 
the Army said today it still isn't sure who he is. 

The Army is investigating whether Wade Evan 
Roberts, who went AWOL in West Germany last 
month, is the William E. Roberts the Russians say 
has joined them. 

"We haven't been able to confirm he is the man,'' 
'> x Gribble, spokesman for the U.S. Army head­

<irters in Heidelberg, West Germany, told The 
ciated Press. -''He's been missing for a month 

ut we are certainly treating him as a 
te." 

ile, a woman who answered the phone 
at the Apple Valley home of Wade 

pfather, Doug Worley, said she is the 
""ter but declined to give her name. 

Riverside Press-Enterprise, "I don't 
son, but it looks like it might be. 

Army has said anything to me. I 

just found out about it today." 
Roberts disappeared from his field artillery unit 

at Giessen, West Germany, on March 2, and was 
declared a deserter on Thursday. 

On the same day, the Kremlin announced that an 
American soldier and his West German wife had 
defected to the Soviet Union and been granted 
asylum because they feared political persecution. 

"After checking the personnel field, the Depart­
ment of Defense has determined that there was no 
individual" with the name the Soviets gave, the 
Pentagon said. 

"However, further checking revealed that an 
individual with a similar name may be the person 
alluded to in the reports. At this time, we are unable 
to establish whether or not this is the individual 
referred to in that (Kremlin) announcement,'' the 
announcement said. 

(Continued on Page 2A) 
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