A-8 GRUDM INDEX TO MARRIAGES = SURRY COUNTY, NC. = DATES: 1900 TdRU 1993 i F
ﬁgﬁﬁlﬂée i GROGM | Ai BRIDE 2 A_ BOOK/PAGE 2 | R SR X 1 L
03 05 1960 BEAM HAROLD LEE HELEN WILLYS SNOUW 3. 196
10 15 1994 3IEAMAN ANDREW JAMES CHRISTY RENEE SWAIM o1 . 23
06 05 1924 BEAMAN CECTL M 0 THELMA VIRGINIA CREED 3 197
09 13 1937 BEAMER ADAM TINY HEMMINGS ST 237
06 02 1956 BEAMER ARTHUR F PATRICIA GORDON 3 195
03 08 1977 BEAMER BRYAN ALLEN CAROLYN DENISE COLLINS 7% .2
/ 01 04 1920 BEAMER C WARREN KETTIE STEELE 3 196
06 05 1926 BEAMER CECIL 0 THELMA VIRGINIA CREED 3 197
/07 15 1917 BEAMER CHARLEY VICIE STANLY 3 198
/09 08 1907 BEAMER CLAUD ADA CAUDLE 3 199
s yond FEtech CLAUD NELLIE MILLER 3 200
/07 01 1973 BEAMER CURTIS R LAVIS JACKSON ALLRED 70 29
11 20 1914 BEAMER D C MATTIE V MONDAY 3 201
04 26 1992 BEAMER DANNY RAY CONNIZ ANN KELLY 89 17
07 07 1979 BEAMER DARYL EVAN 0ZAWA DIANNA SKIPPER 76 29
99 15 1990 3EAMER DARYL EVAN SR AGNES CHARLENE REEVES 87 ey
¥ bk 04 1925 BEARER ED ANNIE HODGE 34200
L0609 23 1955 BEAMER EDWIN PHILLIP HESTER HENDERSON LEE 3 ..20%
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11 29 1917 ECAMER FRED PEARL MOORE 3 204
07 11 1981 EEAMER FREDERICK WILLIAM CHARLOTTE COCKERHAM 78 23
02 23 19483 BEAMER GARNETT MITCHELL FRANCES JOSEPHINE COLLINS 31205
26 08 1953 BEAMER GEORGE H PEGGY ANN WHITAKER 3206

(/?' 2éi;;;;~52;;;;_—f_~‘——#;;Aov LOLENE aaANoo§rvai S 3 2;;>
v/11 11 1543 BEAMER W o SALLIE NICHOLS i 3 zgé
/12 10 1902 BEAMER oK MITTIE A BRYANT 3 209
v/94 05 1936 BEAMER T DOLLY DAWSON 32370
01 18 1957 EEAMER JACK A MARY VANCE o o
03 04 19466 BEAMER JACK ADAM VETINA THOMAS 63 .27
03 31 1972 BEAMER JACK ADAM DIANN MARIE FREEZMAN 68127
’/63 01 1947 BEAMER JACK € ETHEL JUNE GOAD 3 w212
/12 07 1929 EzAMER JACO3 _ADA-MOBGES "% " 3213
(i;i;g;lﬁ§7.ﬁEAﬂ§3 JAMES EARNEST MELBA JOAN HOWELL .3 wgfa
07 06 1992 BEAMER JAMES STEPHEN PEGGY LEIGH SMITH 89" 18
19 10 1975 ESAMER JEFFERSON HOWARD SANDRA” GAY COCKERHAM Z2
10 20 1984 EEAMER JERRY ALAN MARY JEAN MARSHALL 31 24
12 26 1581 EEAMER JOE DAVID LILLY ANN SCOTT 78 " 29




A=B

DATE OF
MARRIAGE

11 26 1916 BEAMER

“42 11 1926

06
A2
10

04

/
/

/42

\/12

01
09
08
09
/02
Jos
12

06

12

23

30

29

04

07

25

07

29

08

10

30

27

20

19

02

03

1979

1915

1976

1987

1913

1909

19135

1955

1957

1958

1911

1900

1927

1959

1973

1985

3EAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

SEAMER

BEAMER

SEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

BEAMER

SEAMER

JCOHN

JOHNNY RAY

L W

LARRY DEE

LARRY DUANE

M LUTHER

ROBERT

ROBERT ROSS

RONALD CHARLES

S M

SAM

SWANSON

TERRY HAMPTON

WILLIAM ALEXANDER

WILLIAM ALEXANDER

AP
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190C THRU 1998

BRIDE
LOTTIE BEAMER
MARY HILL
SUSAN ANN LAWSON
JENNIE JONES
PATRICIA LYNN BOBBITT
VIOLA JANELLE WILDE
MARY NAIL
DOLLY PHILLIPS
ANNIE JOHNSON
FRANCES EDWARDS
SHELBY JEAN PHILLIPS
NANCY LOUISE COLLINS
RUTH NEAL
JULIA JONES
LUCYRCREASY | J
LOUISE BEASLEY
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KATHY MARLENE UNDERWOOD
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DATE OF AP

. G S S - - e W

MARRIAGE GROOM BRIDE _____fi BOOKZBAGE . ... "OGS R A G | ALRAF
03 11 1990 BEAMER WILLIAM ALEXANDER PATRICIA DIANE DAVIS 87 32
06 23 1956 BEAMER WILLIAM FREDRICK GAYE HAZEL BROWN 3 229
06 18 1947 BEAMER WILLIAM MAYNARD CHRISTINE W3S 3 223
12 24 1904 BEAMER UILLIE. NANNIE MILLER : BRI
12 01 1979 BEAMER WILLIE MARTIN SARAH ANNETTE TILLEY 76, 27
“09 07 1519 BEAMER WM LULA AM3URN 3 230
/06 09 1951 BEAMER WOODROW MARY RUTH SURRATT 3 231
03 01 1945 BEAMON WESLEY PANSY KEY 3 232
07 05 1924 BEAN ARNOLD BESSIE BAKER 3233
05 15 1955 EEAN CHESTER L MARY JUANITA GWYN 57 36
02 13 1990 BEAN DAVID EUGENE LISA JUNE NORMAN Ma7 33
06 04 1926 BEAN ESLIE ELLEN BAKER 3 234
03 30 1985 BEAN GARY EUGENE TERZSA DAWN COLLINS griisgz 31
02 23 1955 BEAN WILSON LULA WILMOTH 3 235
02 09 1963 BEANE DONALD GREY SARAH LOU GOLDING 65 33
08 10 1980 BEANE HAROLD STEVEN CYNTHIA DIANNE PHILLIPS o AL
06 18 1977 ESANE JOHN MICHAEL SYLVIA ARLENE BENTON 74 . 22

03 10 1963 BEANE JOSEPH EUGENE GENEVA HAWUK3 SNOW 60 27
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Ancestors of Terry Fulton BEAMER

ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th
— Richard BEAMER (b.1750
~ Henry BEAMER (b.1775) —— | nard BEAMER (b.1750)
— Jacob BEAMER (b.1813) - oy
— —
Pete R. BEAMER (b.1860) i 3 — William CUNNINGHAM
UNNINGHAM (b.1823) —_ o o
T F BEAMER (b.1899) —— — John MCMICKLE
r SS MCMICKLE (b.1779) ———1_ .~
MCMICKLE (b.1815) — —
John J ( T __~ Moses WOODRUFF (b.1734)
| Gideon WOODRUFF (b.1764) —
L — Phebe MARSH
| Mary P WOODRUFF (b.1779) i — Adner PHILLIPS
Prudence PHILLIPS |
}  Elizabeth
— C F MCMICKLE (b.1850) [ — Jeffery JOHNSON
Samuel JOHNSON (b.1757 :
! Rz N (b-1757) ™ pachel WALKER
| Ambrose JOHNSON (b.1792) — A e
( L Mary HAMON (b.1762) ———] =
— Mary H. P JOHNSON (b.1815) - — — Bernard FRANKLIN (b.1731)
| !
— Shadrach FRANKLIN (b.1769) —
i : e B 'a ®-1769) ™ \'s. p cLEVELAND (b.1753)
('Lucy) FRANKLIN (b.1793) 3 et RRO (b.1762) |~ 100 TALIAFERRO D (b.1733)
N ALIAFERRO (b-1762) L - HARDIN (b.1733)
— Kittie T MCMICKLE (b.1877) — — Joseph THOMPSON (b.1744)
| = THOMPSON (b.1767) —
i Rekt ( )L | HENDERSON (b.1747)
— Elijah THOMPSON (b.1792) —— — Charles CATE
i § — Sarah CATE (b.1768)
@ — C F THOMPSON (b.1826) —— read R
| 1 : s M C P FRANKLIN (b.1797) =+ Bl ARy Frinted)
| | (®. — T (b.1762) (*Already Printed*)
— Mary J THOMPSON (b.1854) — — John COCKERHAM
— David COCKERHAM (b.1763) —
1 — Candance
M COCKERHAM (b.1807) —— RS Tt
| y | — Mary Ann BURCH (b.1765) —— Chiartty WOODSON
— Mary A COCKERHAM (b.1833) ‘— — Edward MARSHALL Sr
| — Aaron MARSHALL (b.1780) —— . '
‘ — Elizabeth
—Mary S P MARSHALL (b.1810) — — Edward WELBOURN

— T WELBORN (b.1782) s



Subj; Beamer

Date:  10/3/01 9:12:49 PM Eastem Daylight Time
From: sjacobs@smart.net (Syha Jacobs)
Reply-to:  sjacobs@smart.net (Sylvia Jacobs)
To: Wijhiatt@aol.com

Hi, Wilma:

Thanks very much for sending me the info on the Beamer cemeteries, it was so thoughtful of you to remember my
request.

Sorry it has taken me so long to respond but I've been very busy with my job, trying to sell my house and find another
one.

In response to your question, | don't know for sure that Frost Beamer and his wife are buried in a family cemetery but
assumed so (you know where assumptions lead you!) Anyway, Frost Beamer is listed on the Mortality Schedule for the year
ending June 1, 1880, Stuarts Creek Township, Surry County, NC. He was in family number 32 and died in April 1880. | know
his wife Mary died sometime previously, after 1860 but before 1870 (I think), although | don't have the pertinent notes handy to
check.

Frost Beamer's father was Henry Beamer, whose will was dated 18 Feb 1856. Henry Beamer's children were Phillip,
Reubin, Elizabeth (married Thomas Cawe), John, Jacob, Frost, Andrew, Matilida (married Harden Norman), Martha ? (married
Alford ?), Saney ? (married David Cockerham) and Sarah Snow.

Frost Beamer's children were Adams Jefferson (buried at Zion Hill Primitive Baptist Church, if | remember correctly or
Imogene Church), Caroline (married a Shaw), Mary (married Reubin Golding, my great-grandfather), Rachel (married a Hill),
Julina (married a McCraw) and Nancy (married a McCraw). Frost also had another child, Elizabeth, by his second marriage to
Eliza.

| was especially interested in the Adam Beamer mentioned in the Beamer Family Cemetery on Race Track Road, since
Frost had a son named Adam. When was the write-up written? | believe Adam died in the early 1900s but can't find the exact
date right now.

If you come across anything else on these Beamers, please let me know. Thanks again for your help, | really appreciate
Sylvia
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<DIV>Hi, Wilma:</DIV>

<DIV>&nbsp;</DIV>

<DIV>&nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; Thanks very

much for sending me the info on the Beamer cemeteries, it was so thoughtful of
you to remember my request.</DIV>

<DIV>&nbsp;</DIV>

<DIV>&nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; Sorry it has

taken me so long to respond but I've been very busy with my job, trying to sell
my house and find another one.</DIV>

<DIV>&nbsp;</DIV> .

<DIV>&nbsp;&nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; In response
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Lowell Blackburn

STATE ROAD — Mr. Lowell Martin Blackburn, 75, passed away Thursday, May 7, 2015, at Hugh Chatham Memorial
Hospital. Mr. Blackburn was born Sept. 16, 1939, in Wilkes County to Nathaniel and Hallie Darnell Blackburn. Mr.
Blackburn retired from Sprint Telephone and was a member of Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church. In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by his sisters, Pansy Macemore, Verlie Cheek and Peggy Blackburn; brothers, Pete
Blackburn, Harvey Blackburn and Ivory Blackburn. Survivors include his wife, Sue Blackburn of the home; sons, Michael
Blackburn and wife Lynn of State Road and Darryl Blackburn and wife Cheryl of State Road; daughter, Sonya Jones and
husband Greg of State Road; sister, Alene Mathis and husband Edgar of Elkin; grandchildren, Ryan Blackburn and wife
Emily, Eric Blackburn, Hannah Jones, Dalton Blackburn, Emily Jones and Cortney Blackburn. Funeral services will be
held Monday, May 11, 2015, at 3 p.m. at Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church with Pastor Mitch Smith and the Rev. Jason
Lawson officiating. Burial will follow in the church cemetery. The family will receive friends from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the
church. Flowers will be accepted, or memorials may be made to Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, 1997 Pleasant Ridge
Road, State Road, NC 28676. Online condolences may be made to www.elkinfuneralservice.com. Services entrusted to
Elkin Funeral Service.

Funeral Home Sue Blackburn, his wife,

ELKIN FUNERAL SERVICE - ELKIN Cwas SCanr Kecord ,‘7/17 Secreta ry
560 NC HIGHWAY 268 W Elkin, NC 28621
(336) 526-4460 before Oon Ed moncls )

Published in The Tribune from May 9 to May 10, 2015
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Tom Jovce
STAFF REPORTER

As the longest-serving may-
or in Mount Airy’s history,
W.M. “Maynard” Beamer’s life
truly defined what it meant to
be a public servant, former as-
sociates said Tuesday.

Beamer, 88, died late Mon-
day night at Northern Hospital
of Surry County after battling
numerous health problems.

He had stepped down as a
North Ward commissioner in
2003, citing recent open-heart
surgery and vision difficulties,
after a 40-year career in city
government.

“I've got a tremendous
amount of respect for the con-
tribution he made to the city of
Mount Airy,” said current May-

or Jack Loftis. “He certainly set
a standard that is very difficult
for anybody to emulate.”

A memorial service for the
longtime city official is sched-
uled for 3 p.m. Thursday at
First Baptist Church, where he
was an active member. Visita-
tion will be held at the church
for one hour before the service.

Beamer, a lifelong resident
of Mount Airy. became in-
volved in city government in
1958, first as a commissioner.
He became mayor on July 1,
1969, and served in that capaci-
ty for the next 24 years, fol-
lowed by more service as a
councilman before opting not to
seek re-election in 2003. Pre-
sent North Ward commissioner
Swanson Richards then ran un-
opposed for his seat.

Wédﬁesday September 19, 2007 =

ime city mayor

William Maynard

Beamer

The Municipal Building on
South Main Street, the city library
on Rockford Street, two fire sta-
tions, water and sewer plants, and
two industrial parks are among the
physical examples of Beamer’s
legacy in the city.

Perhaps even more signifi-
cant are the personal qualities
Beamer exemplified that helped
bring these and other projects to
fruition, present and former of-
ficials said.

“We’ve lost a true public ser-
vant,” said At-Large Commis-
sioner Mike King, who worked
with Beamer. “I mean, he gave
it his all.”

King pointed out that
Beamer’s honesty, profes-
sionalism, work ethic and
fairness to people helped
guide the city through many

Beamer dies

chz‘l‘llenging times

. ,, 11€ promoted it apd he 1;
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Lowry said he also appreci-
ated Maynard Beamer for more
than just his governmental abil-
ities: “He was my best friend.”
He remembered seeing Beamer
carlier this summer at the fu-
neral of Lowry’s son Frank,
also a former city commission-
er, and hardly recognizing him
because he had lost so much
weight from his illnesses.

Mayor Loftis said that
Beamer set a great example for
him to follow in the city’s top

. governmental post.

“Maynard
was just a level- —“
headed,  com- Maynard
mon-sense indi- -
vidual who  al- just a level-headed,
ways tried to common-sense indi-
look at both

sides of a situa-
tion and do what
he thought was
right for the citi-
zens of Mount
Airy,” Loftis
said. “"He just set
a standard that |
look up to.”
“His role in

government here Mount Airy”
Mayor Jack Loftis

was certainly a
sacrifice of time

vidual who always
tried to look at both
sides of a situation
and do what he
thought was right
for the citizens of period of grief

“He was a true public ser-
vant,” she said. “His heart was
init.”

And she said she appreciates
the fact that in the years follow-
ing their sometimes-bitter polit-
ical clashes, “we got to be pret- |
ty good buddies.”

Commissioner King remem-
bers that even if Beamer dis-
agreed with the stand someone
took on an issue, he still had a
way of projecting respect for
their position.

“I differed with him on a
couple of things, but he would
listen,” King said.

Beamer’s qualities as a lis-
tener, and also a peacemaker,
helped defuse many a tense sit-
uation over the years, former
associates said.

“He brought a cohesiveness
to a board that
got things done
even though
there were dif-
ferences of opin-
ion,” Loftis said.
“And progress
was continually
being made.”

Loftis  said
that city govern-
ment is trying to
help the former
mayor’s family
get through its

was

and that Beam-

er’s service to
the community
will be recog-

and energy,”

Loftis added. “If

there has ever been a dedicated
servant that was interested in
the well-being of Mount Airy, it
is Maynard Beamer.” Pl

Even a former political op-
ponent of Beamer’s had kind
words to say Tuesday-about his
contributions.

“Although we had some dis-
agreements from time to time,
Maynard was a good friend and
a great teacher for me,” said
Emily Taylor, a former com-
missioner  during  Beamer’s
tenure who also won two may-
oral elections against him.

nized officially
in some way by
the Board of Commissioners.

But the present mayor won-
dered Tuesday whether that
will be inadequate considering
all Beamer gave, which also in-
cluded years of service to local
veterans and scouting organiza-
tions.

“How we can adequately ex-
press appreciation for all the
contributions he made is going
to be very, very difficult,” he
said.

Contact Tom Joyce at
tjoyce@mtairynews.com, or at
719-1924.
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William Maynard Beamer September 17, 2007

Mr. William Maynard Beamer passed away Monday September 17. He was born in Mt. Airy October 9,
1918 to Dorsey Cullen Beamer and Martha Victoria (Mattie) Beamer. Mr. Beamer is survived by His wife
of sixty years Christine Webb Beamer, a son William M. Beamer, Jr. and wife Caroline Beamer, two
daughters, Judy Beamer Smith and her husband, Tom Smith, and Betsy Beamer Reeves and her
husband, Paul Reeves. Mr. Beamer is also survived by his grandchildren, Nicholas Reeves, Christine
Beamer, Alec Reeves, Stephen Smith, Meredith Smith and Ike Reeves. Mr. Beamer is also survived by
brothers, Dorcey C. Beamer, Jr., Richard A. Beamer, and Bobby Beamer and sisters, Mary Nell Wynne
and Ann Adams and numerous nieces and nephews. Mr. Beamer was a graduate of Mount Airy High
School and National Business College. He served in the US Navy during World War II. He was a retired
executive with Quality Mills/Cross Creek Apparel. He served the City of Mount Airy as City Commissioner
for sixteen years and as Mayor for twenty four years. He was a member of the First Baptist Church. He
was a former Scout and Scoutmaster. Mr. Beamer was a member of the American Legion for sixty years
and served as commander of the Mount Airy American Legion Post. He served in numerous other civic
and government capacities. Visitation will be at the First Baptist Church from 2:00 to 3:00 PM Thursday
September 20, 2007 with a memorial service to follow at First Baptist Church at 3:00 PM. The service
will be conducted by Dr. Roger Gilbert. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the First Baptist
Church, Mount Airy Public Library or the Boy Scouts of America. Moody Funeral Services is assisting the
Beamer family.

Online condolences may be made at www.moodyfuneralservices.com

http://www.moodyfuneralservices.com/print.php?op=print&id=1003 9/23/07
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319 N. Renfro St.
Mount Airy, NC 27030

Edltorlal

Former mayor shows one person
can make a difference

Few people in this lifetime are fortunate enough to leave behind
a living legacy Former Mount Airy W.M. “Maynard” Beamer, who
was the city’s longest serving mayor, was such an individual.

From the countless scores of family, friends and colleagues who

mourned him this week at his funeral service at First Baptist |

Church, following his death Monday mght to the hundreds who
read his news obituary in our newspaper’s online edition, Beamer
was remembered as a devoted public servant who placed the good
of the community over the special interests of the few.

“I’ve got a tremendous amount
of respect for the contribution he
made to the city of Mount Airy,”
Mayor Jack Loftis said. “He cer-
tainly set a standard that is very
difficult for anybody to emulate.”

“We’ve lost a true public ser-
vant,” said Commissioner Mike
King, “I mean, he gave it his
all.” ‘
Beamer, 88, resigned as a city
commissioner in 2003, complet-
ing a local political career that
spanned 40 years, beginning
during the Eisenhower adminis-
tration when he was first elected
to the town board. Before the
end of the decade, he would be
elected mayor, serving as the
city’s top elected official for the
next 24 years.

Beamer will perhaps be best remembered for a long list of capi-

WilAia Maynand Bamiar

tal projects he spearheaded while mayor and city commissi,oner,

including a municipal building, a new library, two fire stations, wa-
ter and sewer plants and two business parks.
But Beamer will be recalled for more than just brick and mortar.

Friends and colleagues noted his honesty, professionalism, strong
work ethic and genuine fairness that extended to all population |

groups in the City.

‘who always tried to look at bo

Known as a strong fiscal conservative, Beamer drew on his
business background to help him keep a tight rein on the city budg-
et. Working 55 years in a variety of positions at Quality
Mills/Cross Creek Apparel, including vice president of administra-
tion, secretary and treasurer, controller, and director, provided
Beamer with an unparalleled knowledge of fiscal accountablhty —
something that he consistently applied in his role as the city’s chlef
executive officer.

It’s important to note that all of the major capital projects ac-
complished during Beamer’s administration were done without a
property tax increase. In fact, the city even managed to generate a
budget surplus in the millions of dollars. ... -

- “Maynard was just a leve headeéi, co u{%non-sense %dlvﬂual

1 sides of a situation and do what he

thought was right for the citizens of Mount Airy,” Loftis recalled.
“He just set a standard that I look up to.”

Even those who took issue with Beamer and ran against him had !

kind words this week for the former mayor.

“Although we had some disagreements from time to time, May-
nard was a good friend and a great teacher for me,” said Emily Tay-
lor, a former commissioner during Beamer’s tenure who also won
two mayoral elections against him.

“He was a true public servant,” she said. “His heart was in it.”

Beamer could also disagree without being disagreeable, his po-
litical colleagues said.

“I differed with him on a couple of things, but he would listen,”
King said.

Unlike some political boards where political dlfferences can
quickly degenerate into personal mudslinging, Beamer managed to
remain above the fray, friends recalled. He was a good listener and
mediator, able to diffuse tense situation that could become deal
breakers.

At a time when it’s difficult to get the best and bnghtest to run
for political office because of the incredible demands and sacrifices
it requires, we’re not likely to see many other selfless individuals
like Beamer whose political career spanned four decades. All of us,
from city officials to political buddies to local residents who never
even met the man, owe Beamer a tremendous debt of gratitude for
his tireless devotion and civic commitment. He embodied all of the
traits that make public service a noble profession where one person

can still make a dxfference ?,, L7200
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Pete R. Beamer 1,
Claimed By Death

: em@mmm

acx

.. art Creek Townshxp Dxed'

From A Lengthy Illness—
Funeral Conducted Tues-
-day Afternoon F rom Ant1~
och Church. -

Pete R. Beamer, 77, prominent|
farmer and . a veteran
teacher, passed away last

his home four miles northwest of
this city in the Stewart’s Creek
section.
lengthy illness of cancer.

Mr. Beamer was a native of
this county, where he was born
cn June 30, 1860, the son of the
late Jacob and Rebecca- Cunning-
ham Begmer. The greater part
of ﬁls’Tiﬂf?"vVas spent in thig sec-
tion of the country where he
taught school for many years and
was a well-known farmer by oc-
cupation.

He was united m mdumge in
1898 to Miss Kitty McMickle, al-
s0 of this section. He was a val-
uable member of the Antioch Bap-
tist church for nearly forty years.

He is- survived by his widow;|

four sons, Terry, Frank and Ed-
win Beamer, of this- county and

Fred Beamer, of Dublin, Va.; four;

daughters, Misses Ila and Virginia
Beamer, ,of Mount Airy Route 3,
Miss Mary Beamer, of Palmerton,
Penn., and Myrs. Howard Marshall,
of Yadkinville; by two brothers,
John Beamer and Jack Beamer;
and by six grandchildren.

Funeral services were conduct-
ed  from the Antioch Baptist
church Tuesday afternoon at 2:30
o’clock with Rev. Lonnie Flem-
ming officiating, assisted by Rev.
Raymond  Lanijer, of this city.
Burial wag made in the Antxoeh
Baptist church cemeteny

scheol |
Sun-
day night about 7:30 o’clock ‘at|

His death was due to a

MOUNT AIRY, N. C.,lFRIDAY MARCH 31 1939.

leey Franklln Lovxll Mem—
" ber Of A Prominent Local
Family, Succumbs From
" Stroke Of Paralysis Last
Saturday. ,

Wiley Franklin Lovill, 60, mem-
ber of one of the most prominent
families of this section, died at
the home of his.mother,- Mrs. W.
W.:Lovill, on Mount Airy, Route
3, at 6:30 o’clock. on ‘Saturday

:mght of-last week; his death’ com-:

> of para‘ly,sxs, He:

ing from a stro
alth’ over:

had -been' in ill:

iod“of more than two Ye",s S 5
‘Mri Lovill was born on “October-

28, 1878, the son of Mr. and ‘Mrs.
W. W: Lovill, ‘of near Mount Airy.
He was: unmarrled and-spent. the
most of his life at the old ‘Lovill
homeplace some mxles northwest
of«the city. -

He is survived ‘by. his mother,’

four brothers,- G.: C. Lovill, Will
Lovill and Dr. R: J. Lovill; all of
Mount Airy, and J. W. Lovﬂl of
Sarasota, Florlda, “two! - sisters;
Mrs. J. 'O, Deering, of Rocky
Mount and Miss Elizabeth Lovxll
of Mount Airy. '

Funeral services for Mr. Lovill
were conducted from the Antloch

| church at four o’clock, on Monday

eek. -Rev.
pastor, and

afternoon = of this.
Lonnie Flemming,

Rev. James B. Ficklen, III, pastor.
of the First Presbyterian church

of Mount Airy, -were in. charge.
Interment took place in" the Antx-'

och church cemetery.

‘| west of Mount Au'y in‘'the High-

was’ thought to have origmated

Franlflm Lovnll o

safety by nelghbors and members’

‘Jorhn ‘Rose,” .next -door: neighbor,

F lames Destroy e '

»Surry Resldence_

The resxdence‘ of iMrs Jenme C 4
Lineback, located about one mile

land Park* commumty, was- com-
pletely: destroyed by a fire, which

near a defectwe flue, Saturday af-.

who has been ill
|for" some: tlme, “was carried to

of the: family ‘A _portion of ‘the
furnishings ‘of - her home was' re-
vorted: ‘saved. {

The blaze spread from the resi-
dence to -a garage belonging to

but was extinguished 'by-a truck
from the Mount Airy. fire depart-
ment without further damage. It
was not - reported whether “the
Lmeback home was covered by m—
sumnce :
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I_laes Held For
Aged Sgrry Man

Samuel Hodges, 93, one of Sur-
ry county’s oldest citizens, resi-
dent of Mount Airy, Route 6, died
at his home in Stewart Creek
township at 10:20 o’clock on Mon-
day morning of this week. His
death came after a period of poor
health caused from old age and in-
firmities.

Mr. Hodges was born on No-
vember 5, 1845, the son of Jiles
and Sallie Curby Hodges, of Sur-
ryscounty. He was: preceded in
death by his wife, Mary Hodges,
several years ago. Survivors in-
clude two sons, Pete Hodges, of
Lowgap, and Ernest Hodges, of
Dobson; three daughters, Mrs.
Henry Isaacs, Fries, Virginia, Mrs.
Lonzie Davis. Winston-Salem, and
Miss Ella Hodges, of Mount Airy,
Route 6; and 24 grandchildren
gnd 20 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conduct-
ed .from the Flat Top church at
two o’clock on Wednesday after-
noon, with Rev. Robert Riggan of-
ficiating. Burial was made in the
Flat Top cemetery.
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| this clty \in | the Stewart’s: Creek
| section,
| lengthy illness’ of cancer.

‘this;,. county, whera he ~was born

"of Yachmvxlle 3%

PeteR Beamer, 1,
Clalmed By

;:_v;»}From A L‘éngthy‘lllness—v
" Funeral Conducted Tues-

day Afternoon From Anh-

s e

“'Pete R. Beamel, 77 \momment
farmer and 4 . vetman
teacher; 1p'1s%ul away - last
day mght about: 7:30° o clock at
his home four miles northwest of

 His death was due to ‘a

of

.. Mr: Beamer was 'a native .

on'June 30, 1860, the son of the
late Jacob and Rebecca Cunning-
ham Beamer, The greater part

~of his life was spent in thig sec-|
tion = of ‘the °country whele he

taught school for many years and
was a well: known farmer by oc-
cupatnon stk R A
. Hé was umted in marnage in
"1898 to Miss' Kltty Mchckle, al-
so of this section.

" He'is surv1ved by his widow;
.i,four sons, Terry,~.« ank a

‘Penn and Mrs Howard-MatshalI :
by' two’ brothers, )

John Beamer and Jack Beamer,
‘and by six. grandch:ldxen 3
“Funeral services were conduct-
‘ed from the ' Antioch Baptist
church Tuesday afternoon at 2330
o’clock with Rev.: Lonnie
ming officiating, assisted by Rev.
Raymond Lanier,: of = this city.
Burial wag made in the Antioch

| Baptist church cemetery. -

T

bLh"OI‘
Sun-f

He was a var- {
‘uable member of the Antioch Bap-|.
k tlst church for nearly forty years. |

o H

Flem-|
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ATKINSON

T
F o

HIGH POINT — Samuel Tipton
Atkinson, Jr., 70, of 1605 Seven
Oaks Place, died suddenly at 9:30
p.m. July 14, 1995 at High Point |
Regional Hospital. Mr. Atkinson
was born March 1, 1925 in Mt. |
Airy, a son of Elder Samuel Tipton
Atkinson and Callie Beamer At- |
kinson. A resident of High Point

since 1941, he was Vice President |

of API Graphics before his retire-
ment. A veteran of World War 1II,
he served in the United States
Army and attended Mt. Shepherd
Primitive Baptist Church. On De-
cember 1, 1973, he married Char-
lene Patterson, who survives of
the home. Surviving in addition to
his wife are two daughters, Mrs.
Thomas (Susan) Waller of Thom-
asville and Mrs. Randy (Ronetta)
Morris of San Fernando, CA; two
sons, Tommie Atkinson and
daughter-in-law, Deborah, of
Apex, and Dale Atkinson and
daughter in-law, Kathy, of Sene-
ca, SC; his mother, Mrs. Callie B.
Atkinson of 605 Sherbrook Dr.;
two sisters, Mrs. John (Rae) Beck
of 1827 Country Club Dr. and
Mrs. Virginia Lisenby of Wades-
boro; one brother, William I. At-
kinson of 605 Sherbrook Dr., (Big
Brother) Ray Gallimore of Oak-
view Rd.; seven grandchildren
; and five great grandchildren. Fu-
| neral will be held at 11 a.m. Mon- |
day in Sechrest Chapel on E. Lex- |
ington Ave. by Elder George Flip-
pin, Elder W.M. Freeman and El-
der Thomas Whitley. Burial will
be in Floral Garden Park Ceme-
tery. The family will be at the
funeral home Sunday night from 7
until 8:30. Memorials may be
made to Mt. Shepherd Primitive

Baptist Church o

MARSHALL :

MT. AIRY — Mrs. Blanche Beamer
Marshall, age 87, of 1057 Old High-
way 601, Mt. An'y N.C. widow of
Mr. Howard Marshall, died Thurs-
day afternoon, August 4, 1994, at
Forsyth Memorial Hospital, Win-
ston-Salem, N.C. Mrs. Marshall was

born in Surry County, N.C. Febru- |

ary 28, 1907, daughter of the late
Pete and Kitty McMickle Beamer.
She was a retired school teacher

from the Surry County school sys- |

tem and a member of White Plains
Friends Meeting. She is survived by
three sons and two daughters-in-

law, Fred Marshall of Winston-Sa- |
lem, N.C., Don and Brenda Mar- |

shall of Mt Airy and Tom and Judy
Marshall of Dallas, Texas; six
grandchildren, Kunberly Marshall
Zweiback of London, England,
Kaye Marshall and Lara Marshall,
both of Winston-Salem, Anthony
Marshall and Charles Marshall,
both of Mt. Airy and Hiliary Ma.r-
shall of Dallas, Texas; one great
grandson, Jacob Zweiback of Lon-
don, England; three sisters, Mrsy
Mary Breit of Allentown, Pa., Mrs.

IIangofMt Au'ya.ners Vlrgm- |

ia Tingen of Winston-salem; a sis-
ter-in-law, Mrs. Ethel Beamer of Mt.

Airy. Mrs. Marshall was preceded in |

death by a son, Charles Marshall.
Funeral services will be held Satur-

day, August 6, 1994, at 2 p.m. at |

‘White Plains Fnends Meeting con-
ducted by the REv. Jimmy Rein-
hardt and the Rev. Loyd Pugh with
interment to follow in the church
cemetery. The family will receive
friends at Moody Funeral Home of
Mt. Airy on Friday from 7 to 9 jp.m.
Her body will remain at Moody Fu-

neral Home until taken to the

church to lie in state thirty minutes
before the funeral service. Flowers
will be accepted or memorials may
be made to the White Plains
Friends Meeting Va.n Fund.
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Beam r-Cockerham

Mehnda Gaﬂ 3eamer and David Keith Cockerham
were married at 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at Mt. Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Ronda by the Revs Dean

Adams and David Cockerham. Ve iy
: The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Billy G.
" Beamer of Elkin. She is a graduate of Surry Communi-

ty College and is employed by Angela Gardner, CPA,
Elkin.
The groom is the son of Pat Cockerham of State
Road and the late Graham Cockerham. He is a gradu-
- ate of East Wilkes High School and is employed by
MSI/Marunaka of High Point.

Music for the wedding was provided by Buddy
Rhodes.

The bride was given in marriage by her father.

Matron of honor was Sherron Walters, sister of the
bnde, of Boonville.

- Bridesmaids were Cassandra Caudill, friend of the /

bnde, and Anita Cockerham, sister of the groom.
- Best man was Scotty Byerly, friend of the groom, of
Thomasville.

Ushers were Tony Srmth and Scotty Darnell, fnends ;

of the couple:’ =
| Hllda Hanks directed the weddmg
A receptlon was held immediately followmg the
wedding in the fellowship hall of Pleasant Ridge Bap-

tist Church. Assisting were Candy Hayes, Loretta

Binkley, Clara Tuttle and Mary Edwards.

Following a wedding trip to Myrtle Beach, the cou-

ple is residing in Jonesville.
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Fancy Gap Native Named

-Voters Tab Beamer
“For Leading Hokies
-To Sugar Bowl

From Staff and Wire Reports

Names like Paul “Bear” Bryant and
Knute Rockne are usually the first to come
up in discussions about great collegiate
football coaches. Now you can add a Fan-
cy Gap (Va.) man to that list.

Virginia Tech head football coach
Frank Beamer was chosen The Associated
Press’ College Coach of the Year Wednes-
day in balloting by AP member newspa-
pers, TV and radio stations.

- Not too shabby for a local guy. Beamer,
a Fancy Gap native, was born in Mount
Airy. He graduated from Hillsville (Va.)
High School in 1965 before playing defen-
sive back at Virginia Tech from 1966-68.
The humble Beamer is quick to give much
of the credit to his assistants.

“It sa tremendous honor for our pro-
gram.” Beamer said. “You can’t get this if
you don’t have a staff that has been togeth-
er for some time. We have that.”

Beamer, finishing his 13th season at
Virginia Tech, received 27 of the 84 votes
in the AP balloting. Hawaii’s June Jones

was second with 19 votes and Minnesota’s
Glen Mason was third with nine votes.

Beamer has built the program at his
alma mater into a national contender with
a philosophy that could have come from
his days in these parts.

“I believe you treat people right, with
respect. In this business you are always
aware of when things are not going well. If
you have solid relationship with your play-
ers and with your coaches, you have a
chance of getting through those tough
times,” Beamer said.

“Then, I think it really gets into people.
You need to get good people, solid people
as coaches and players. This is such an up
and down business that you have to be in
there with people that you like and trust.
There is always a certain talent level that
you have to have as far as ability on your
team, but to me, getting good people and
treating them with respect is the way you
build a program.”

Beamer’s staff includes defensive coor-
dinator Bud Foster and offensive coordina-
tor Rickey Bustle.

“I was very involved in the offense at
one time, then the defense,” Beamer said.
“Now I let them do it.

And the players responded so well that

the second-ranked Hokies (11-0) will play
No. 1 Florida State (11-0) for the national
championship in the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 4.

“The key to us was how fast our offense
would come along,” Beamer said.

How does warp speed sound? Redshirt
freshman quarterback Michael Vick was
the surprise star of the season, throwing
for 1,840 yards and 12 touchdowns and
running for 585 yards and eight TDs. Add
a topnotch defense and the nation’s best
special teams, and Beamer had himself a
sensational season.

The Hokies have been good for years, |
but not until this season have they gained
so much national attention. Virginia Tech
will be playing in its seventh straight bowl
game.

“All these national awards are new to
us,” Beamer said. “And believe me, we ap-
preciate every one of them.”

All-America defensive end Corey
Moore won the Lombardi Award as the na-’
tion’s top lineman and the Nagurski trophy
as the nation’s top defensive player, and
Vick finished third in the Heisman Trophy
balloting behind Ron Dayne and Joe
Hamilton. Beamer has collected several
- other coach-of-the-year honors.

See BEAMER, page 3B

AP Coach Of Year

Matt Gentry/T he Assocvated Press

PRIDE OF FANCY GAP: Virginia Tech head football coach Frank Beamer, a Fancy
Gap, Va.'native, was honored as the AP National Coach of the Year Wednesday
Beamer led the Hokies to an undefeated regular season and a date with Florida

State in the Sugar Bowl for the national title.
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Beamer Continued from page 1B

sive back has handled the spot-
light well. »

When his team was criticized
for playing a weak schedule,
and when computer wizards
were trying to figure out how a
once-beaten Nebraska could
edge the Hokies in the final
Bowl Championship Series
standings, Beamer kept his cool.

“We can do nothing, ab-
solutely nothing, about our
schedule, somebody else’s
schedule or how somebody else
is going to play. All we can con-
trol is how we prepare,” Beamer
said frequently.

Beamer is Virginia Tech’s

most successful coach, compil-
ing an 88-59-2 record and three
Big East titles.

Beamer knew his Hokies
were good, but how good de-
pended on Vick, sophomore
wide receiver Andre Davis and a
young offensive line.

“If our offense came along,
we knew we’d be a balanced
team,” Beamer said.

“And then our quarterback
goes out and plays better than
we had ever hoped, the schedule
fell right and we didn’t have
many injuries. Things just fell
into place.”

Beamer’s Hokies led the na-
tion in both scoring offense and
defense, averaging 41.4 points
and allowing just 10.5. The
Hokies trailed for a total of 25

‘minutes during the entire 1999

season.



Letters to The News

Remembering an All-Star: Ernest ‘Ernie’ Beamer

To The News:

Mount Airy lost one of its
most stellar athletes recently,
that being one by the name of
Ernest (“Ernie””) Beamer. To re-
call Ernie, you have to have
lived in the late ’30s and early
’40s and loved sports.

Ernie was a four-year letter-
man -at Mount Airy High
School, a rarity then and proba-
bly now. Ernie earned letters in
basketball, baseball, football
and wrestling.

In wrestling, he competed in
the unlimited division though he
weighed only 190 pounds. He
did very well and never remem-
bers losing a match. In baseball,
he played in the outfield. In bas-
ketball, he played forward and
center, competing at one time in
the semi-finals of the Winston-
Salem Journal and Sentinel Bas-
ketball Tournament.

In football, he played weak-
side end and also was the place
kicker and kick-off specialist.
As many of his former football
players know, Coach Wallace
Shelton was quite innovative
and, for that reason, Ernie threw
the ball, ran and caught it and
threw more touchdown passes
than anyone on the team. In
1938, he was an end on the
Granite Bears Class B champi-
onship team. In addition to all
that, Ernie made the North and

South High School All-State
Team two years in a row, play-
ing a game in Charlotte.

Ernie also was a good stu-
dent, graduating in the upper
quartile of his class.

After high school, Ernie was
awarded a football scholarship
to Duke University. He was on
the football team for three years
and competed on the wrestling
team in the unlimited division,
although still weighing only 190
pounds! He dropped wrestling
in subsequent years due to its
overlapping with football. At
Duke he played right and left
end and did the place kicking.

In January 1942, he played
end for the Blue Devils in the
Rose Bowl held at Duke due to
the war. During his senior year,
he was the assistant end coach
for preseason practice. In the
1944 Shriners’ East-West All-
Star Game, he was voted one of
the two best place kickers by
the sports press and was the
only player from the South to be
selected for the team.

Also-at Duke, he competed in
intramural  basketball; was
elected president of the Fresh-
man Adyvisory Council; and

graduated later with a bachelor
of science degree in economics,
class of 1944.

After graduating from Duke,

he was offered a position on the
New York Giants football team,
but declined because he wanted
to marry his college sweetheart.
Later, he attended Cornell Uni-
versity School of Industrial and
Labor Relations, graduating
with a master’s degree in indus-
trial and labor relations. He re-
tired from Harrison Radiator
Division of General Motors af-
ter serving 25 years, holding
various positions in personnel,
purchasing and material engi-
neering.

Ernie was a life-long commu-
nity service volunteer in Lock-
port, N.Y., serving 25-plus years
in Boys Scouts at troop and dis-
trict levels; leading local troops
in multiple trips-to Philmont
Scout Ranch; and earning the
Silver Beaver Award. He was a
member of the Methodist
church, serving on various com-
mittees and teaching Sunday
school. In addition, he assisted
The Salvation Army in Christ-
mas toy and food distribution.
Also, he served 10-plus years
doing taxes for senior citizens
and serving as tax instructor at
the Lockport Senior Citizen
Center. Furthermore, he was a
25-plus years’ blood donor.

Ernest (“Ernie”) Beamer
passed away at the age of 83
years on Monday, Sept. 1, 2003.

Ronald Boyles
140 Brookberry Road
Mount Airy, N.C.
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Kickoff: 8:06 p.m. Tuesday
Place: New Orleans

Opponent: Florida State University

T.V.: ABC
At Stake: NCAA Division Title

SUGAR BOWL.: Virginia
Tech football coach Frank
Beamer shades his eyes
from the lights during a
news conference in New
Orleans. Beamer, will face
Florida State Tuesday for
the national championship
in the Louisiana Super-
dome. He was born in
Mount Airy, the son of Her-
ma and the late Raymond
Beamer. His mother still
lives in Fancy Gap. In high
school at Hillsville High, he
earned 11 varsity letters as
a three-sport athlete.

By HANK KURZ Jr.
AP Sports Writer

NEW ORLEANS — Some people
laughed when Frank Beamer was hired as
head coach at Virginia Tech in 1987, and not
because he wasn’t a worthy choice.

No, the snickers Beamer heard at his intro-
ductory news conference came as he talked of
bringing a national championship to little
Blacksburg, Va., and the Hokies, then an inde-
pendent program without much tradition.

No one is laughing at Beamer now, not af-
ter seven straight bowl games and with the
Hokies preparing to play for that champi-
onship in the Sugar Bowl on Tuesday.

“I may be from a small town, but I don’t
think I’ve ever thought small,” Beamer, of
Fancy Gap, Va., said after about 90 minutes
with TV cameras in his face and sports writers
grilling him during Sugar Bowl media day.

Beamer credited the school’s academic
reputation, the state’s wealth of football talent
and membership in the Big East Conference
for football with helping make the turnaround
possible.

But it was far from immediate. Coming off
a 10-1-1 season and Peach Bowl victory the
year before under Bill Dooley, Beamer’s Hok-
ies were 2-9 their first season and 24-39-2 af-
ter six years. Speculation raged that he would

‘I may be from a small town,
but | don’t think I've ever
thought small.”

- Coach Frank Beamer

be fired.

Looking back, he says it was all just part of
being a college football coach.

“The key to surviving in this business is
you can’t get too high and you can’t get too
low,” Beamer said. “Things are never as good
as they seem and they’re never as bad. Some-
where in the middle is reality. That’s what we
try to go by.”

Reality also brought a scandal when a fifth
of the team got in trouble with the law even as
Virginia Tech was winning the Big East in
1995 and reaching the Sugar Bowl.

Through it all, Beamer hasn’t changed,
people close to him say.

“He’s the same guy as he was 10 years
ago,” dffensive coordinator Rickey Bustle
said. “He’s a friend to all of us.”

Bud Foster, the defensive coordinator for
all 13 of Beamer’s seasons at Tech, had a
chance to leave for the same job at Florida last
year. He stayed.

Name: Frank Beamer

Job: Head coach, Virginia Tech
Born: Oct. 18, 1946

Birthplace: Mount Airy

High school: Hillsville High School

Bill Haber/The Associated Press

Fancy Gap Native Seeks Crown

“I work for, I think, the best head coach in
the country,” he said.

This season, Beamer maintained that
things would work out for the Hokies as long
as they kept winning. He’s offering the same
advice during the long pregame buildup and
hype.

“The bigger it is, the smaller you think,” he
said. “The only thing that’s going to really
make any difference in this whole deal, the
only thing we can control, is how well we pre-
pare to play Florida State.”

Beamer has given his team lots of leeway
to enjoy New Orleans, trusting that his repeat-
ed talks about preparation and focus have hit
home.

“The first thing is why we’re here. You
need to enjoy it. You need to enjoy all the
things that are going on about this game, but
you need to make good decisions,” he said.
“Don’t do anything to embarrass you. to em-
barrass this university or to embarrass this
football team.”

Then, one more time, do their real talking
on the field. ‘

“We've got to prove ourselves, there’s no |
question about it,” Beamer said. “People say, |
‘Well, they’re there, but do they belong?’
We’ve got to prove it.”

|
l

|
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Lavis Allred Beamer celebrates 90th birthday

Lavis Beamer is seated at e table with her birthday cake. Pictured with her are her daughter and son-in-law, Willodene and The honoree’s daughter-in-law, Bonnie Allred,
David Hatcher, behind her, along with their two daughters and their families, Liz and Marty Johnson and their children, Ashley and  is shown with her granddaughter, Allie Bowers.
Eddie, and Alison and Chuck Cardwell and their children, David, Joshua and Samuel.

Lavis Beamer, celebrated her 90th birthday on July 2 with a party held in the fellowship hall of First Baptist Church. The occasion was hosted by her
children, Willodene and.David-Hatcher-and Jerry and Bonnie Allred.

Over 100 family and friends were in attendance including her grandchildren from Myrtle Beach and Orlando, Fla. Vester Jackson brought one of his
world famous pound cakes, which was enjoyed by all who tasted it. Her family also put together a video of Lavis’s life which was enjoyed by all.

. . ST Lavis Beamer’s great-grandchildren pose for a photo. They are Lauren Rigsbee, Eric
Lavis’s grandchildren present are April Bowers, Alison Cardwell, Lee Cook, Liz Cook, Tyler Cook, Jennifer Rigsbee, Scott Postimayr, Leanne Postimayr, David Card-
Johnson, Lynn Rigsbee, Vicki Postimayr and Steve Baldwin. well, Eddie Johnson, Allie Bowers, Joshua Cardwell and Samuel Cardwell.
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“The mayor’s children, in town for the occassion, gathered with their mother, father and
‘grandmother for a family photo.

Beamer

(Continued from Page 1A)

' The mayor has been presenting
the “Citizen Of The Year” honor for
more years than even he can
remember. He also serves on the
committee that selects the reci-
pient and has always prided
himself on his ability to keep the
winner’s name a secret until the
award is ready to be presented.
The longtime city official has been
nominated for the chamber award
on numerous occasions, but has
always declined consideration.
During the roast, the mayor was
joshed and kidded about his “inter-
ests in recreation,” including his
own fitness policies. He was teased
about his fiscal policy in city
government and presented with a
tremendous piggy bank to help
store surplus funds the city has on

hand.

Tilley presented Beamer with a
dog leash to have handy“if and
when the city ever has a leash law.”

Other memorabilia included a
sport shirt embossed with lettering
to mark Thursday’s event, and a
desk-top name-plate for his office
at City Hall bearing the name,
“Boss Hawg.”

In his response to the roast,
Beamer spoke humbly and sincere-
ly of his love for the local communi-
ty and thanked the many people in
it who have “over the years meant
so much to me and my family.”

The tribute for the mayor was put
together by a steering committee
that included Mr. and Mrs. Zack
Blackmon, Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Grimes, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Joyce,

Mr. and Mrs. Bud Oliver, Mr. and
Mrs. David Pruett, Mr. Gene Rees,
Mr. and Mrs. Swanson Richards,
Mr. and Mrs. George Summerlin
and Mr. and Mrs. John Woltz.

A spokesman for the group stated
that the large tunout, the enthu-
siasm of the audience and the
unsolicited participation clearly
indicated that “the event was long
overdue.”

The Beamers will be taking their
European trip sometime later this
year.

Prisoners

(Continued from Page 1A)

deserve it, since the state now sees
a need for additional space? When
we send a person to prison in the
front door, it sends someone out the
back door.”

“People are put there (in jail)
because the judge ordered it,”
Martin remarked. “There is a good
reason for them to be there and
there is not a good reason for
release.”

“The prisons did not get over-
crowded yesterday,” the district
attorney said. “I wish steps were
taken before now instead of a
wholesale release.”

“It is a sad state of affairs we
were allowed to get in the situation
now upon us,” Bowman continued.
“It is almost a situation where we
have no choice. It should have been
headed off long ago. We did not all
of a sudden have an influx of ten
thousand prisoners.”

“The public demanded our
courts take a more serious look at
crime and demanded people be
imprisoned for violation of the
law,” Martin said. “This was car-
ried over to the legislature and they
enacted the Fair Sentencing Act,
which caused more standardized
sentencing.”

“With driving while impaired,
the public expressed they wanted
people sentenced who violated the
DWI law,” the judge continued.
“They sent a message to the legisla-
ture S0 more are sent to prison.
They (the legislators) should have
increased the space.”

“The answer is not to wait until
there is a crisis,” Martin added.
“More space is the answer. The
message was sent long ago that the
public is tired of being mistreated
by criminals and wants the judges
to lockthem up. The problem is the
judges lock them up and the
legislators set them loose.”

“I understand why it has to be
done,” Bowman commented. “But
it seems that it allows the tail to
wag the dog. I know how hard it is
to get semeone there (in prlson) to
start w1th

Prisoners May Become
County’s Responsibility

“It appears from the legislation
that the state is about to wash its
hands from misdemeanor offenses.
It seems to be closing the prison
doors down to persons convicted of
less than a felony offense, including
DWI, assault with a deadly weapon,
driving while license is revoked,
non-support of children and
offenses of that nature,” Long said.

The new bill “seems to be saying
the local communities will have to
provide for imprisonment or have
alternative sentencing for the pris-
oners,” he added.

“The local communities must
decide to either increase the sizes
of their jails or build satellite jails
where the county provides low
security confinement for non-
dangerous offenders.”

“Whether local communities are
going to provide satellite facilities,
increase the jail sizes or whether
they provide alternative sentencing
(such as community service) is for
the counties and municipalities to
decide,” said Long.

“The parole board is under
compulsion to release the prison-
ers and they will try to find people
who are non-violent — like DWI
defendants who are not assaultive,”
Martin explained. “If they’re in bad
enough shape to be incarcerated,
they are dangerous enough to kill
and maim people on the public
highways.”

“They’re not as bad as others in
prison but they are still danger-
ous,” he continued. “It doesn’t
make too much difference the way
someone is killed — whether
assaulted with a knife or killed on
the highway — the end result is the
same.”

“I know how much effort it takes,
especially for the victim of a crime,
(to bring a person to trial),” Bow-
man said. “It had to have been a
serious crime for a person to be
sentenced in the first place, it is
tramatic on the victims to go

through the case, and then to (have
the prisoner) released early.”

Long said the parole board will
not turn out all the DWI and drug
offenders, probably the first people
to be released early, just because
they seem to be less violent than
the murderers and rapists. “The
parole commission will look at
each one and decide which ones
have got to stay.

“People do change in prison. A
judge cannot predict when a per-
son will be rehabilitated and no
longer a threat to society (when he
hands down a sentence)..They may
be reformed when their liberty is
taken away from them and perhaps
there is room for a second look at
them by the parole commission,”
he said.

“T don’t want to criticize the
legislature for doing what they
think is the best to do. They make
the law and decide what the
punishment range will be — that’s
there prerogative,” the Superior
Court judge said.

Future Predictions

“I think you will find judges
under pressure to use alternative
sentencing,” Martin predicted.
“That’'s a pressure I'd rather not
see there. I want to be more
concerned about protecting society
and punishing offenders instead of
seeing if there’s a room available at
the local bastille.”

“There may be a tendency, in the
long run, of softening of sentences,”
he continued. “A lot of things might
develop in the long run that I don’t
think are to the advantage of the
public.”

“It is time for somebody to do
something,” Bowman commented,
“so we don’t feel everytime we send
someone to prison, it sends another
one out. We'd feel handcuffed and
shackled.”

“Everything is headed in the
wrong direction,” the district attor-
ney stated.
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5 Easy Ways to Charge Your Purchases

Today And Saturday
20% TO 30% OFF



PRE-SEASON MEN’S CLOTHING SALE
% OFF

Any Single Suit, Sport
Coat, Dress Shirt, Dress
Pants Or Tie At Regular Prices

- Suits And
Sport Coats

. ‘ ~ Suits Reg. *150-250
17 Sport Coats Reg. 80-16(§
News Editor, Barbara Summerlin, presents the Beamers 0 OF F B eg.
i et Lk . Palm Beach, Meeting Street
with a certificate detailing a 17-day trip to Europe planned _ Ko Aot

?amd purchased for them by friends and relatives.

Any Two Like ltems

% OFF

Any Three Like ltems

Shirts

Reg. *13-°32.50
Famous Maker Dress
Shirts In Long Or Short
Sleeve By Arrow, Dior,
Meeting Street, And
Andhurst.

o

‘e
L

&

Mayor Beamer pleased the crowd as he donned a tailor-made
shirt and shifted the piggy bank to his shoulder. |

Assa]]lt (Continued from Page 1A)

taking her with him and he left
without her. The woman also
accused him of hitting her several
fimes.
* Blankenship, however, said that
he was living at the couple’s home
at the time and his wife and Chaney
came into the residence to retrieve
some of her belongings.
. He said Chaney was wearing a
large jacket and it appeared he had
his hand on a gun so he grabbed a
large stick of wood and hit Chaney
on the head.

Blankenship also testified that he
did not own a shotgun when the

alleged attack happened, claiming
he had pawned it sometime earlier.

Chaney and Barbara Blanken-
ship also have charged Rusty Angle
of Ararat, Va., with two counts of
assault with a deadly weapon (a
motor vehicle) in connection with
another incident involving the
group.

They claim that Angle, Darrell
Blankenship’s brother-in-law, tried
to run them down with his truck
near Westfield in February.

Judge Jerry Cash Martin con-
tinued the hearing because of the
lengthy testimony.

Ties
Reg. $7.50-°18.50
All Neckwear In
Stock. Includes
Dior, Andhurst,
Meeting Street,
Rooster And

. Wembly.

Men’s f_
7

Dress Shoes ‘ ¥
Lcleclfter ;iress SS:?S f Men,s
only! Loafers and ties
Includes Weyenburg Dress Pants
And Andhurst Regular $26 to *42

Reg. *35 to *50 Includes: Haggar-Farah-Andhurst

Meeting Street and Thomson



107th Year-No. 67

Citizen Of The Years!

John Woltz, chairman and chief executive officer of Quality Mills (right), presents the
mayor with an oversized piggy bank. Photo By Judy Dickerson

Mayor Beamer Toasted And
Roasted By A Host Of
Friends And Relatives

dated back to Adam and Eve
Beamer. The humorist’s mono-
logue was followed by the. offi-

The mayor was noticeably
surprised as he was greeted in
the lobby pf' t}}e Elks}ngg and

By BARBARA SUMMERLIN
Editor
i A group‘of frien(_is anq rela-

ahe Mount Airy News

FridayyApril 3, 1987

Officials Try To Confirm

Price 35¢

Identity Of ‘Defector’

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Soviet Union says it
has accepted an American soldier who defected, but
the Army said today it still isn’t sure who he is.

The Army is investigating whether Wade Evan
Roberts, who went AWOL in West Germany last
month, is the William E. Roberts the Russians say
has joined them.

“We haven’t been able to confirm he is the man,”

*ex Gribble, spokesman for the U.S. Army head-
arters in Heidelberg, West Germany, told The
‘ciated Press.“He’s been missing for a month
But we dre certainly treating him as a

Ate.”

“hile, a woman who answered the phone
at the Apple Valley home of Wade
*pfather, Doug Worley, said she is the

Yer but declined to give her name.
Riverside Press-Enterprise, “I don’t
son, but it looks like it might be.
Army has said anything to me. 1

just found out about it today.”

Roberts disappeared from his field artillery unit
at Giessen, West Germany, on March 2, and was
declared a deserter on Thursday.

On the same day, the Kremlin announced that an
American soldier and his West German wife had
defected to the Soviet Union and been granted '
asylum because they feared political persecution.

“After checking the personnel field, the Depart-
ment of Defense has determined that there was no
individual” with the name the Soviets gave, the
Pentagon said.

“However, further checking revealed that an
individual with a similar name may be the person
alluded to in the reports. At this time, we are unable
to establish whether or not this is the individual
referred to in that (Kremlin) announcement,” the
announcement said.

(Continued on Page 2A)
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