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Reeves Center Drew Large Support 
Or 'A ' Y OA 1R0 

· !:tiT Writer 
Reercs Community Center grew 

out of a dream of local civic leader. 
who hcltcvcd the arc:t needed heuer 
n:rrrationa l opporwni tics. 

·1 h rnovcmc111 got undC' r w3y with 
the kaclcrsh1p of James F. ''Jim" Yo~ ­
lcy. who spc::orheackd the cffon . Yok· 
lc' . determined to sec the develop· 
mcnl nl lhl' ce nter. started a campa ign 
10 raN' funds 111 1943. 

' ll ~ ley wa> supported in his efforts 
h) promimenl husincss leaders such 
as J. Ravmnnd Smith , John Frank. 
D.C. '·Pin I e" is and J.D. Sargcm 
The ""' " lobh1cd local businesses. 
md u, trics .md incliv1duals in their 
que<! 1n o: IIS<' I mi llion. 
Yo~CI) out l11 1cd hi< pl3ns ina lcucr 

tn 'f he \ fount Atr)' News ahout 194 3. 
: ol t~ r rititcn' nr~anized the M oum 
A ory Foundat ion Tn . with the goal ol 
making donauons over a li ve-yc:tr 
period 10 huild a communi ty or civic 
t.:.:ntcr. 

The charter m.:mbcrs of the found· 
ation included Mayor John D. 
Thompson; school board Chainnan 
Dr. \1oir S. Martin ; an unidentified 
nw mbcrofthc local Ministerial A sso· 
<l:tt ion: :mel the unnamed prcs1dcnt of 
1 h~ ~kn: h:mt s A ssoc iation. 

!lt1o,•r me111hcrs included J.D. Sar· 
g<'ll l. Hugh 1crri ll, D.C. Rector, 
\V. L. Glancy, Dr. John Ashby. R.D. 
George. John Sohotta, D.C. Lewis. 
H.O. \Volt; , J.l l. Crossingham. John 
~ I. Rcncs. George Sparger Jr .. John 
Frank . Lindsay Holcom b, 13 en 

(j ravcs. L.P. Wrenn, Hugh Hennis, 
W.F. Caner Jr. and J.R. Smith Jr. 

.. ·noc project, as planned by the 
l>cmd of direc tors, comprises loung­
ing room , lihrJry and rccrc:ttional 
rclOnb, togc tha with howling all ys 
and (a) gymnasium: with the poss ibil -
11 ) of 1nclucling a swimming pclOI ," 
Yok ley wrote in his leuer. 

"Th1 IS a very comprehensive 
prng r~m . ~ nd the estimated cost is 

approximately S250,000. Weare hap· 
py to announce a figure of S50 000 -
S25.(X)0 in 1943, 525,000 i~ 1944, 
towards th is projec~ through Mr. 
John M . Reeves of Reeves Brothers. 
New York City, as a memorial for Mr. 
M .R. Reeves of the Reeves family." 

It was Yokley who made several 
trips to the Big Apple and managed to 
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land the large gift. 
• M .R. Reeves, the namesake of the 

ct>mmunity center, was born in Surry 
County in 1877, and in 1906 went to 
New York to work for The Hunter 
Manu facturing and Commission Co. 
In 19 15. he set up his own Gray 
Goods Department with the firm of 
Harding, Ti lton & Co. 
_ In 19 19, Reeves helped form the 

selling house of Reeves, Jennings & 
Co., and a year later joined his brother 
John to e l1hlish Reeves Brothers 
Inc .• sen mg as president. 

1
- 'le partnership went on to buy tex­

t'{,... .nill in Greenvi lle and Woodruff, 
:>.C. Later. in an effort to bring the 
entire process of cotton texti le manu­
facturing under the Reeves manage­
ment, Fairfores t Finishing Co. was 
built in 192 . 

M .R. Reeves apparent ly did not 
!: . . ~ , ,.. ·~ ·•• I " 

the 1940s to raise funding for i,hecer 
ter. Groundbreaking ceremonies wer 
held Jan. 30, 1951. 

The center was dedicated in Ma 
1952 in ceremonies featuring tt 
state's senior senator, Clyde R. Hoe 
of Shclhy, and Rep. Thurmon 
Chatham of Elkin. 

In December 1952, C.W. " Bunn) 
Cockrell was named as the center 
first general secretary . It was und1 
hi guidance that the facility bccarr 
affi liated with the na tiona l YMCA. 
rc!J tionship tha t lasted for years. 

In April 1985, the center's board' 
directors launched "The Second Cc1 
tury Cha llenge," in an _effort to rai: 
$750.000 for rcnovauons, mam~ 
nancc and expansion of the facilit 

Organizers managed to raise mo 
than I million. Of that, Sl50,0< 
... .. • .... ., .. . ..-1 .... .. \ /j ,..,.;" ; ... ~li l) ,. ,.,. ,. 


