
Flip Rees Puts His Community First 
By DAVID ZANARDI 

Staff Wri ter 
The story goes that when Floyd E. 

"Flip" Rees finally returned statestde 
from a five-year tour of duty in Eur
ope during World War II, he was 
given a special piece of advice that 
would alter his life forever. 

"Don ' t go to a big town. Go to a 
small town and grow up with it," an 
officer told the young Rees . He fol
lowed the advice. 

In J9d6, with his wife Marjorie, 
Rees fuund that small town in a place 
called Mount Airy. It would be the 
start of a storybook friendship 
between a man and his adopted home. 

In his days before Army life, Rees 
had worked for Wright's Clothing 
Store in Greensboro. His rapport with 
cus tomers and marketing skills were 
legendary and Rees quickly became 
Wright's prized sa lesman. But the 
Army claimed him before his poten
tial in the world of merchandtsmg and 
sales was reali zed. 

In Mount Airy, there were no more 
Hi tiers to drag the Nonh Carolina boy 
to distant shores and Rees Clothing 
Co. went from an idea to a living, bre
athing creation, thanks to savings 
accumu lated by Rees as a solcli er. 

But the early years held little in the 
way of windfalls and finan cial 
harvests. Merchanclise had become a 
luxury and Rees knew a clothing s.tore 
wi thout any clothes s tood llule 
chance of success. So he traveled 
across the South in search of man u
:acturers willing to sell. 

Many were reluctant, but the sales
nan in Rees made fncncl s as far as 
<entucky to supply his store. Eventu
tlly, the manufacturers, li ttle by little, 
'ound their products in the front wm
lows of Rees'. 

The clothing store flourished under 
ts fo under and owner. Over the years, 
~ees became a leading business pre
.ence in the Granite City. And when 

the city that had granted liim such suc
cess needed a strong hand to save one 
of its most prized possessions, Rees 
did not shirk hi s duty. 

In the la te 1970s and early 1980s 
shopping malls had begun to sprout 
and grab hold of the consumers' purse 
stri ngs . Teen-agers flocked in droves 
to these adolescent kingdoms of 
arcades, pizza shops and department 
stores. Adults who were dragged 
along soon became enamored with 
society's lates t wrinkle. 

Left in the wake of the mall 's path 
was Main Street. Stores sought the 
economic security blanket of the mall 
phenomenon. Soon, windows offered 
" For Rent" signs instead of jewelry 
and fash ion lines. Mount Airy was no 
exception. 

But Rees wouldn ' t let Main Street 
die . Over the years, when buildings 
became vacant he rescued them from 
decay and wrecking. balls. 

He bought the old Coca-Cola B~
tling Co. building and transfonned It 
into a place that . house:s .several 
businesses. The Smtth butldmg fell 
under his ownership and it, too, went 
from abandonment to a home for bus
iness. A decaying City Hall .building 
on Moore Avenue also survived and 
flourished under Rees' guiding 
ownership. 

He believed in Main Street and the 
downtown area when many others 
scurried for lifeboats in the ho~ of 
escaping what they perceived to be a 
sinkmg ship. Rees stayed. on board, 
guiding a pan of Mount Arry through 
violent seas. 

"He lived here and made his living 
here," City Commiss.ioner ~.ike King 
said about his father-m-law. He has a 
lot at stake in the community. He 
believes he has an oblij!ation to 
ensure that the community IS as good 
to everyone else as it was to him." 

And that obligation begins every 
day as the owner ofRees Clothing C~. 
sweeps the sidewalk in front of hts 
store each morning, and gives each 
customer his full respect and 
attention. 

"The customer is the most impor
tant thing in our store and we treat him 
accordingly," Rees said when accept
ing an award for "Merchant of the 
Year" in 1966. 

Few things or people have been as 
important to Mou~t Airy as a Greens
boro artillery maJOr wtth a love for 
people and a vision of a town. 

"He is a seer and a doer," Mount 
Airy Mayor Maynard Beamer told an 
audience who watched htm present 
the Mount Airy Chamber of Commer
ce's "Citizen of the Year Award to 
Rees" in 1983. "He sees opponunity, 
need, challenge and leadership." 


