A Vative Kecalls Ararad, V. (. ; by (hristine inidls Shelton ganuany 195/

ve had anothen binthdau necently, and old monsten Vostaloia oot advantage of the ovceasion
L dio in a little deepen. ‘Vostaloia has alwaus al’licted s, Lately it has seemed less
embarnassing, since one senses at this time a nvstaloic vearnina all oven the land-- a retunrn
fo basics, a seanch forn roots-- a simplen way of Life. In such an atmosphene of thoucht, this
Little histony took form, prompied by the fact that scon the old buildings that substantiate
these memonies will be gone, victims ol time, {lvods, decay. 7 great many of the pevple who
made things happen in the old buildings in ourn villace have long since gone o Greaten /'laces
ond buildings. Yet some of the old structures s2idl stand, their once-proud facades reduced
to skeletons mone on less. They get thein messaves across—-that here was once a thriving, hapoy
village, tappu, it stidl is. Thrivino, as we think of in the commencial senae, has oiven way
to a quiet, community atmosphene. Lut at one time, why we could oo "downtown!”

Ararat was and is the name, takino it from the prettu niver that Flows throuoh the
fertile vallev. And somevne took the name Ararat ’rom the Indian name, anranat, which wos
civen the niver. Lefone the villace became Anarat, however, it was called Foage. [his wae
because of a larce iron foundny which was thene as far back as 1750, (Remnants of the force
st sland,) it was to Forge that oun Granddaddu, [oseph fobert Fonrknen, came o be the finst
Lepot Aoent and iostmaster. (There are ald waus of apellino Forknen; some spell it Faulbnen.
e spelled it Forkner, and it is thus spelled on his headstone [49-1900.) but before Grand-
daddy died, he saw manu changes in the community of Fonoe,(established 1880 and renamed
firara anound 1903/, Granddaddy came thene because the /&Y Kailroad came thene somewhere
around 1888, And the ALY made a big stopping place there because it was a cood disiribution
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poirit,” lhe AcY constructed one of those charmino "Swise Alps" stations with a platform all
around, larnce brackets at the cornens and alono the heavy roo?, an arched-top ticket window,
and manu, many other qoodies. And it was nicely oraveled in white stone ald around excepl
unden the beautiful sucamore trnees with their orau and white bark matching perfectly the
oray of the station with its darker oray and white trim. 1+ was a beautn and was the center
of activity forn oun Little toun. éeing innocent of the fact that somevne should provide
ententainment for ws (as seems 2o be the case today) we all (the children and young people

of the communituy, as well as some acdults) made oun entertainment bu sidtino on the nlatform
unitino fon the rain 4o come by, laiting 4o hear the engineer's niendly toot as he approacher
waiting 2o see who qot o’ and who cot on. waitine 2o wave at all the othen passengers peenino
out the windows, wondering who then wene, whene they wene ooino, wailing o see the lovable
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conducton, (apiain Sonny Shelton, smile and wave #o ws. 12 we missed the school bus 0oino
to /ilo? Mountain, we could always ride the #rain. HAnd mise the bus we manaced to do on
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occasion. 1he crounds of the demot wene the seones of oun community ice cream sunpens with
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s¥rino bands "71’7-’/U70 the real countny music, such as "ed wino” and ”11/1{0;7 to the locktinobind,”
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“hen the depodi was thene, firanat was truly a veru busy Little place. (here was
a dong suiiching #rack (on sidetract/ and #hene wene alwaus many freicht cars there
with thein carcos of { e/z,&,&gea, seed, and other fanm supnlies. Fin old piciune shows

a irain doaded with twenty=three cans of fertilizen lfon 4. L, (hilton £ entidizen Lompanys

Arara? had several fertilizen warehouses, and farwmens came from many miles around for
thein sunplies as well as ceneral menchandise. Lefore the buildino of the bridoe, #his
meant that manu people had 1o fond the river #o neach Ararat. [The finst bridoe was a
avinoine bridoe, later replaced by a wood and steel tmuwssed bridoe. (A sleek nav bridoe
now has replaced that bridoe,)

UF counse, most of the crowth of firanat 4ook place sometime a’ten Foberd Fontnen
came 1o Aranai. when he came, thene wene no homes in the immediaie vicinidy of what is
now the village, although people had lived around there since the (7804,  Snanddaddy

built a home on the hill opposite the depot, i1 was not a large home bui had some
interestino featunes such as the tuw front doors and an outside doon 1o each noom. with
screen doons in place this arrancement made the house much coolen in summer. Also with
four boys and foun cinds in the family, this aseured privacy and also came in handy when
Grandmother ook in overnioht ouests—-these being the salesmen {on drunmers, as they

were called) and othens who arnived by train and needed overnioht lodoing. iobert Fortner
also acquined othen land in the vicinity 4o that he could have some land fon each of

his childnen as they onev up and married. find, in fact, all eight of them lived in
Ararat forn at least a part of theirn manried on adult lives.

Anarat becan o orow and how! It was soon Zo become one of the major trading
areas forn all of 5wz/u¢ Cowufg. The row of stonre bui,(dingA Zook 4’}1ape. The uppen two-stony
woden buildino was built by Robert Fortnen and hia son, Games (§im) Fortner, and was
operated by yim as a ceneral store, 1t siocked about every item imaginable. #t the

lower end of the now wene the Lruyant buildinos. The Eruant Family was amonc the venu
eandy families 1o move o finarat, Uther early lamilies were the Key, the llansh, the
NYorman, the larion, and (ills families. [The kev, 7, }/@wzzfuﬁ was i‘l.e\?é(ng‘ﬂqu‘efz as well
as a successlul menchant. fis ceneral stone with seed and feed store adjoining stood at
the end of the row. Also here uwas the post office and the "central” ( telephone) oflice.
In the centen of the row wene the Key stones, operated bu Ma. W_J. Rey and his son,
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Mh@n\)c fev, 1heirn finst operalions wene in a larce wooden buildino with the
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yoxen Xwbidixxxitioctie customan; adjacen? buildineg for hardvare and famm supplies. riften
the elden f'in. Key's death, the business was continued by his son, So ;o Rey, il hey hept
the wooden tuildino for farm sunplies but went just above and built a brick buiddine with
Z 7 P J s -
all the Ffinest featunes of the aizz(,/., and stocked it with the best merchandise availatle., i#
: : ‘s " ; " ' e
enjoyed oreat suiccess fon mary; years durino Firarat's "business boom." in. Rey and his sons
. . . 4 ; Py / < [/
also openated a tobacco~curing Llue pipe business. Laten line Key senved o4 postmasten fon a
/ L /

number of neans,
The brick stone buildino and adjoining one wene laten purnchased by the Layant Erothens

business, [he lettening on the buildino nreads "bryant bros. est. 1908 in, T. 4, Layand,
with the help of his sons, nan the store *on seveaal years. lma w, U, Lryant bouokt the
stone followine the death of his tathen, the elden iin, ['wgani; and then his nephew, Flouy
[Z{zyan/t, operated a general stone in it as well as servino as postmastern fon the ‘,004#;:’ fice
which was also ne-located in the buidding,

Lut we are cetting ahead of oun story, F or, in the beginnino, at the time the little

row of stones was in operation, business in Ararat was tudy diversified, #t the othen end
of the village, Kobert Fontnen had built another general store and a hardware stone. Also
a son-in-lav, Cvenett Velson, had opened a casket factony, (fin, Nelson was later 2o form

a partnenship in what became a well-knoun funenal home operation in lount Ainyg ) And, back
in the row of stornes just below the first woden stone (mp(a&.ng, Ire go Vo lansh, a sunveyon,
built another ceneral stone. This was laten ouned and operated as a fabric, dress, and
millineny shop by a very enterprising lady named liss linnie Lowe. Laten, our father, E. W,
hills, who had married our mother, Stella Forknen in [ 914, purchased the stone from liss Lowe,
Unden his ovnenship it has senved manu purposes, He finst operated it as a general store,

Then, as automobiles became mone rumerous, he put in oasoline tanks. The front was chanoed
i accommodate a massive rov?t, as it seemed in those days all casoline places had heavy,

profecting roots. Uad buidt huoe rock codumns o suppord the heavy noof, which is no longer
there.  gd hay always loved to #ny diffenent thinos. At one time he operated a barbenshop

in the building, And, while it was a general stone, Uad also ran a little eating place in
the back with the best hot dogs in the world., We van still see the Little stove with the
9as burnens. Fon a time the old buildine also served as the post office. Aften netirement
trom farmino, Uad started wsino it as his uwooduorking shop. 14 has survived ace and floods,
and inside there can stidl be seen tnaces of the original wall pain lelt over from the days
of Miss Vinnie Lowe,

with the trains still coming, Ararat continued 4o Llourish, i, 7. W, bam&%
fobert Fortbner as depot agent, n. bryant was a very able man. in addition 1o nunning his
oun business, he served as depot agent, posimasitern, and was widely knoun as a liethodist
cireuit ministen, servino many churches throuchout Surny Countye A dauchiten, \g/zandAon.V and
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uu'_.fﬁ;%zc/ a qreat-onandson and family s2idd Live in Ararat.
Ararat also had a tobacco factorny. Frobert Forbnern built a larce two-story wooden

buildino for the manu’acture of plug fobacco. T houoh we don't know too mich about the

mocesses involved, we know thene wene huce presses and lots of liconice to sveelen and
hold the tobacco #ogethen, we've hearnd oun mothen tell how she and the othern childnen
alipped into the factony and ate licorice until they wene sick, lo this day l'ama can't
bearn the amell on taste of licorice. Fobert Fontnen also believed in education. #ind
Just below the factony he built a tuv-noom school fon the children in the community.

tie hined private teachens, who noomed in the community, and the lLittle school operated
for quite a while. #Aften the tobacco factony closed, a largen schood was opened in the
Yactony buildine, and childnen came quod distances 4o school thene. [he oricinal tuo-

room achool was sold, 14 was added onto and tunned info a residence, which.was occupied

for maniy nears. Yow it stands at the unpen end of the Little row of buildings whene (1

was moved to be used as part of a furnitune cra’t /leo,o oomaim by [/ewwg ALEL
Thene was something else for which Anrarat was well known. Laptizings! Since no
rural chunches had thein own baptismal pools, chunches ‘rom miles amound used the

Aranat Kiven fon thein baptismal cenemonies. Un a Sunday afternvon the /u)/weA‘ and bucoies
and later the cans lined the rvads in all directions bringine folks to watch the
6apt£,oma1 nites.

The oot office at Ararat has alwans been a busy one, serving a wide area. e want
to mention herne the C % larion famil//, line lharion moved to Ararat o be the rural mail
canien. l'na. lanion was a teacher. Also the Yorman Family. i'n. Vorman was a son-in-dav
of wo % C‘u'lton, a pioneer businessman and Parmer in the area. I'n. Norman operaied a
oenenal stone and lentilizen business for many vears in what had been the ForknenYelson
hardware and ceneral stone, laten erectino his oun building, There have been many more

who have lived in Ararat and added 1o the Jouy 0f oun lives, bLut since this is by no means
a complete hisiony, we mention just these fev, (nrrently speatine, howevenr, we i dd
mention that a orandson and his Pamily live in the Fortner homeplace, making foun
cenenations o live there.

Vo history of a hometown can be wnitien o/y'ecﬁ_ve,(u by one of ite oun. 14 in bound

to become muddled with nostaloia, and one finds onesel! leaping back and forth oven the

wears from our fathern's and onandfathen's day to ourn day, Uun day was mich laten, of
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wunse, but we rememben the cood tipes. e aemember when we couly walk 4o the gtones,
f;urc})as‘e abosl G”y/in”f we J')é'(‘t/é’d and 19 mpj' cALRT Jer /fwr*aﬁv u/) ering 7]
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maner with the storeleepen holdino the strino in his teeth as he wound round and round,
Lronic it may be that in this ace when we have been told that bicger is better and have
seen the a’evelopvnenf of huce A/lopping centens that casoline cosis may acain spawn the

return to nunal and smalltoun shoppino areas.

Althouoh we have been covening primarily the business ventures in oun villace,
we do want to mention the chunches which played such an impontant role in the community,
The onioinal {uaker l'eeting flouse has been endarged and 22l senves the xuakers, [he
lethodiots had bouoht the old tobacco factony alten its school use was over and turned
it into a church building, later ernecting a brick church farther up the moad, [he old
factony-school=church building was then taken over by the llasons and wsed for many yeans
untid it finally came doun to be replaced by the present lasonic Lodge building. s
with moot of the old structunes, the old factory building bore out the sayino, "Use it
Up, wearn it Out,” lost of the old buildinos have worn out., fnd so that the z/OL;no who
live in Ararat today mioht Prow that "that was the way it was,” we have attempted here

o presenve in memony the identity of the old buildings,

What chanoed Ararat from a bustling Little town Zo a quiet rural communitul lany
say it was the discontinuation of the railroad station. Fany say the automobile, The
depnession. Yo one really brows. 1% was probably just a change in fimerica's Lifestules,
/"m.’zzipa we will acain see the neturn to Lifestyles similar to those once lived in

villaces like Ararat, Vorth (arolina.
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